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henever I think of an expression 

to qualify the current wave of 

insecurity in Nigeria and in 

other parts of the world, I always recall Psalm 

28.8: “The Lord is the strength of his people”.  

Despite all the bomb attacks and incidences of 

kidnapping which have caused insecurity and 

fear, God is always with us, our refuge and 

strength.  We do not pretend to "demonstrate" 

God's existence in the midst of insecurity; we 

simply try to find out where God is in all these 

troubles. This is because with faith and trust in 

God, we can surmount all our present fears.  

If we remain faithful to our Lord in time of 

crisis, it will perhaps, make us get deeper and 

closer in love with Him. Sometimes we cry, 

'Help me!', 'Please!', or 'Save me!' We want 

God to be there for us. We turn and ask for 

intimacy, comfort, and help from God.  We 

feel like asking for a miracle. We pray for 

peace and security. Perhaps, we do not know 

exactly what to ask for. We may even be 

cynical about God after having asked for 

help when we needed it and it seems God is 

silent to our supplications. For many of us, 

this is particularly a very difficult time, but it 

is also the time we pray and bear witness to 

our faith and hope. 

Many would say that insecurity is one of the 

greatest crises we can face in life and which 

makes us to live our lives in "fear of Boko 

Haram" and kidnapping. The trauma these 

realities inflict upon us can be quite severe. 

Humanly, it is still very difficult to face it, but 

it fits into our faith and our expectation about 

life.  Also there is the fear of departing from 

loved ones in what the human explanation 

would call untimely death.  Hence the fear of 

the unknown is appropriate, but it can be 

transformed by faith when we turn to God.

These experiences could lead to despair but if 

true Christian spirit is applied and the events 

offered to God with all sense of rectitude, it 

could result in humility and a deeper 

gratitude for God's love. In our powerlessness 

we can best experience God's love for us, and 

our need for God's ready embrace.  Let us 

reflect on our attitude towards God in those 

difficult and frustrating moments of our lives. 

For this is the time for Christians to bear 

witness in faith and hope that God still exists 

and that He is still there for us. During these 

times, we can enter more deeply into the 

profound mystery of our mortality and have a 

humble sense of our fragility and 

powerlessness. Our lives can become 

renewed and changed forever when we 

remain grateful for the gift of life itself. And 

so, in the face of such tempestuous events, it 

will be good to recall the following aspiration 

– “The God who made me, who has been with 

me at every moment, is not surprised or 

confused.  God has only one desire - to 

console me when I am in need of assurance 

and to challenge me when I am tempted to run 

away. I do not have to explain it all to God.” 

St. Paul writes: “Can anything cut us off from 

the love of Christ - can hardships, or distress, 

or persecution, or lack of food or clothing, or 

threat or violence?” As the scripture says:  

“For your sake we are being massacred all 

day long, treated as sheep to be slaughtered” 

So, the Boko Haram insurgence, insecurity, 

robbery, other terrorist attacks, and 

kidnappings cannot separate us from the love 

we have for our God.  “In all these things, we 

are conquerors because of him that loved us” 

(Rom 8:35,37) exhorts St Paul.   He further 

affirms, “For I am sure, that neither death, nor 

life, nor angels,  nor principalities, nor 

powers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor might, nor height, nor depth, nor 

any other creature shall be able to separate us 

from the love of God which is Jesus Christ 

our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39). Nothing can take 

our peace away, unless we let it - unless we 

try to cope with it outside of the faith, hope 

and love God offers. When we say, “My life 

is in your hands”, we realize the deepest 

desire of our lives and the source of our 

greatest strength and hope. 

As we battle our experience of insecurity, with 

the immutability of God, let us find our hope 

in “Jesus Christ [who] is the same yesterday 

and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). God 

promises that He never changes His mind or 

breaks His promises (Numbers 23:19). He is 

the One who has “granted to us his precious 

and very great promises, so that through them 

we may become partakers of the divine 

nature” (2 Peter 1:4). Our Lord is worthy of 

our faith – He can be trusted in our weakness. 

For through Him we have the confidence that 

only comes because we have “Christ in [us], 

the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27).

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  A c t i n g  S u p e r i o r

W

Very Rev. Fr Paul Ofoha, MSP
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onathan Lockwood once said, “Know that you cannot create great new 
beginnings until you sincerely celebrate the endings that precede them.” 
I must appreciate the tireless efforts and innovations of my predecessor

Fr. Patrick Ebito Akekpe, MSP who has raised the standard of our magazine for the 
past years. I thank the Superior General and Council for believing in me to continue 
the noble task of telling the story of the Missionary Society of St Paul of Nigeria 
through our magazine. 

In the words of the famous poet, T. S. Eliot: “What we call the beginning is often the 
end. And to make an end is to make a beginning. The end is where we start from”. 
This humble beginning unveils the reality of religious crisis and insecurity in 
Nigeria and the need for peaceful and mutual coexistence among Christians and 
Muslims. Bornu state and Maiduguri diocese have been on headlines recording the 
most devastating and disturbing attacks on both Christian and civil institutions 
resulting to loss of lives and properties by the Boko Haram insurgence. We have the 
reflection of Fr. Innocent Duru, a Claretian missionary working in Maiduguri 
diocese on the ordeals and challenges of Christians in that part of Nigeria. Fr Patrick 
Etuk, MSP shares stories of heroic courage inspired by hope rooted in great faith and 
emphasizes the fact that there are no hopeless situations but it is people who become 
hopeless. It is in this spirit that we continue to pray for lasting peace and security in 
our country Nigeria.  Though it may seem cloudy and hopeless in the country, our 
missionaries are trying their best to spread the gospel and improve the lives of 
people exemplified in the mission experience of Fr Daniel Okanatotor 
Oghenerukewve, MSP on the water side in Bomadi Vicariate. Reading through, one 
could ordinarily imagine the pitiable situation of the people in the creeks of Niger 
Delta lacking the basic necessities of life. A place so blessed with the natural 
resources of the country has been so marginalized.

Against all odds, we still thank God for his grace and blessings as five young men 
were ordained Priests to continue the missionary endeavor of Christ in the MSP 
family. While three of our elder brothers Frs. Emmanuel Etim, MSP, Francis 
Massdiille Onyenibeadi, MSP and Michael Etokakpan, MSP celebrated twenty-five 
years of selfless commitment to the priestly ministry. Their unique experiences 
through the years remain insightful and encouraging to all young missionaries. 
There are many other interesting articles for your reading pleasure especially 
“Wearing the rosary as a necklace”. A must read for many Catholics and Christians 
in their use of sacramentals.

To all our readers, subscribers and contributors, we express 
our heartfelt gratitude for all your articles, reflections and 
encouraging feedbacks we receive before and after every 
edition published. We wish to remind you that your 
suggestions, comments, and criticisms are always 
appreciated. We encourage all to send in articles and 
reflections on the Church's life and mission everywhere and 
on all aspects of Christian life. Specifically we appeal to our 
MSP brothers in the Mission to send in articles, reflections 
and photos of their mission experiences. We rely on your 
support and encouragement. Waiting to hear from you!
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L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r

With joy unspeakable, I join the Catholic Ambassador and other 
well-wishers to felicitate with the Medical Missionaries of Mary as they 
mark seventy-five years of inspiring service to mankind. I specifically salute 
Rev. Sister (Dr) Leonie McSweeney whose publications have greatly 
enriched many and me.   

While invoking the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, health of the 
sick, I wish them boundless strength and unending joy to press on.

Timoty-Mary Musa, AMSP

Unsolicited articles, reports, and photographs are welcome, but not 
returnable. Comments about materials published in the magazine are also 

welcome.  Letters to the Editor should be brief. They may be edited for 
clarity and space. All comments and suggestions must always be made

in WRITING.

A Mission Magazine of the Missionary Society of St. Paul

Vol. 29
Summer 2012
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Mission Testimony
from Bong Mine, LiberiaMission Testimony
from Bong Mine, Liberia

Hello there!

I would have 
liked to start 
this letter, 
my first, the 
o l d 

fashioned way, but something tells me 
this won't fly with your generation! With 
all the gadgets at your disposal, the social 
media available to you, and the 
worldwide accessibility that you enjoy 
today, starting my Letter that way would 
be funny at best. But am I about to spare 
you that old-time crap? No! If for nothing, 
at least let it be for the records, that Yours 
Truly comes from that era.

When I was younger, and at school 
(seems like ages already), we started 
letters usually with the words, “The 
brightness of the day has given me the 
opportunity to drop you these few lines of 
words. How is your present condition of 
health? I hope you are well? If so, 
doxology! Mine is wonderful today, but 
tomorrow is unknown…” Know what 
guys? Those days were good. We even 
had a subject called Handwriting, and 
people actually wrote words out in full. 
You are more likely than not to receive 
this text message or BB ping from your 

friend, “gd nyt m lv, m slpn nw” at the 
close of the day, and another in the 
morning “gd mrn lv, hp u slpt wl?” We 
live in an era of great scarcity of vowels. 
It should be a superb business idea for 
someone to start a small business 
importing vowels! 

Anyway, sorry, I just got carried away. I 
should have first introduced myself, don't 
you think? I am Father Eddy. That's what 
everybody calls me. In fact whenever 
someone calls me Edward I know there's 
trouble coming! No, no, no! You think I 
don't like the name Edward? That's not 
true! As a matter of fact I love it, 
especially because it has many short 
forms like Eddy (also spelt Eddie), Ted, 
Ed, Ned, etc. If you know any others, 
kindly send them my way. For now, 
though, I shall stick with Eddy.

I'm sure you remember that a certain Fr. 
Nick Obi, a priest of Ogoja diocese, wrote 
this column for many years before he 
slept in the Lord in 2003. A moment's 
silence guys…! This good priest was such 
a prolific writer, preacher and teacher that 
I will find his shoes too large. However, I 
shall try in my own way to live up to the 
ideals that he popularized among 
Nigerian youths.

What themes should we be working 
together on? By training I am a Moral 
Theologian and Social Ethicist, 
specializing in the oil and gas issues of the 
Niger Delta. Invariably this includes 
environmental sustainability, economic 
justice and livelihood security. This may 
sound like a mouthful, but it simply 
means my reflection is always based on, 
and inspired by the Scripture and 
Tradition of Holy Mother Church, and 
uses that to address the social realities of 
the world. From this you can see that we 
shall discuss literally everything! We 
shall discuss sublime as well as mundane 
matters. Together we shall span, in no 
particular order, the spectrum of love, joy, 
peace, the virtues, sex, artificial 
contraception, the environment and 
climate change, moral obligations of 
politicians and civil servants, role of trade 
unions, youth involvement in partisan 
politics, gender and empowerment of 
women, religious fundamentalism, etc. 
Everything!

I look forward to meeting you again and 
again upon these pages, in frank and 
enriching exchange of ideas. See ya!

Yours Truly,
Fr. Eddy Obi, MSP (edyobi@gmail.com)
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How It All Began
After my priestly ordination on 22nd of 
June, 2008, it will be a mistake to say I 
knew what lay ahead of me in Bomadi 
where I had just been newly posted. But 
when I look back now, I can say, with 
confidence that this Mission on the water 
side of life and its preparation dates back 
to 34 years ago. Growing up as a young 
man and eventually having trained for the 
Missionary Priesthood was very 
challenging but these all make sense to 
me gradually when I arrived at Bomadi. 

To start with, my admission into the 
Missionary Society of St. Paul was 
divinely aided by the present Bishop of 
Bomadi, His Lordship Bishop Hyacinth 
O. Egbebo, MSP.

At the Episcopal Ordination of Bishop 
Hyacinth Egbebo, MSP on February 2, 
2008, while I was still a Deacon, I was 
given the privilege to proclaim the 
Gospel of the day. I could recall the 
remarks of Bishop Egerega in his own 
words - “Bomadi is a rugged and a hard 

mission and it needs rugged 
priests to work in the area”.  
These words pricked within me, 
a strong premonition that this 
very “rugged land” would be 
the field in which I would carry 
out the mission that the MSP 
will entrust me with in my first 
Apostolate which then was only 
a few months away.

Bomadi Vicariate: 
Nigeria's Niger-Delta 
Region
The Apostolic Vicariate of 
Bomadi is vastly a water mass 
area and was carved out of the 
Dioceses of Port Harcourt and 
Warri respectively. It 
comprises the entire Bayelsa 
State, the three Ijaw Local 
Government Areas of Delta 
State and two Local 
Government Areas of Rivers 
State. It was created as a 
“mission sui iuris” 
(Jurisdiction) in 1991 and 
placed under the pastoral care 
of the St. Patrick's Society, 

Kiltegan, Ireland. It was inaugurated 
on the 19th of March, 1992. After five 
years of intensive missionary activity, 
which recorded tangible progress, the 
area was elevated to an Apostolic 
Vicariate.  On May 14, 1997, the then 
Very Revd. Msgr. Joseph O. Egerega, a 
retired Captain of the Nigerian Navy, 
was ordained and installed the first 
Bishop of Bomadi Vicariate.He 
administered the Mission and gave it 
foundation. 

On the 2nd of February, 2008, Bishop 
Hyacinth Egbebo MSP, was ordained to 
take over as the Bishop of the Vicariate. 
He saw that there was still so much to be 
done in terms of some basic structures in 
order that the vicariate could become a 
diocese. With the dream of 
accomplishing these huge tasks, the 
bishop embarked on some serious 
developmental projects to further move 
the Vicariate forward. Being the 
shepherd, he ensured that the pastoral 
needs of the people are addressed and 
especially employed the indigenous 
language of the people as a primary 
means of evangelization. Another feat 
was the total evangelization of the area 
through creation of parishes. The Bishop 
created among other Parishes, St. Joseph 
Parish Odorubu which was pastured by 
me as the first Parish Priest. I resumed 
pastoral work on November 23, 2008. It 
was not however until 21 of March, 2010 
that the parish was canonically erected as 
a Parish by the Bishop. The basic 
language of the Parish is Urhobo and it is 
made up of seven (7) stations excluding 
the parish centre.

F r o m  t h e  M i s s i o n

My Mission Experience on the
Water Side in Bomadi Vicariate

In the words of the Psalmist 'The Voice of the Lord is over the water, the God of glory thunders, the Lord,
over the mighty waters…the Lord sits enthroned above the flood' (Ps 29: 3, 10) Fr Daniel Oghenerukevwe, 

recounts his four years missionary experience in the creeks of the Niger Delta.
He faces great challenges spreading the gospel and providing the basic necessities of life 

in a place so blessed with the natural resources of the country but so ignored and marginalized. 
The progress so far depends on the support and generosity of the people of God.

Rev. Fr. Daniel Okanatotor Oghenerukevwe, MSP

Fr. Dan paddling across the river to
celebrate Mass with his Parishioners.
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F r o m  t h e  M i s s i o n

Education 
The general education of the area is quite 
low and as such the economic life of the 
people revolves around petty trading 
/peasant farming for women and children 
while Lumber work is a reserve for the 
younger and older men of the area. For 
most of the youth, education is an 
opportunity reserved for the rich. But I 
must acknowledge the consciousness and 
inclination among the average children of 
the region. Majority of those who take up 
formal studies are seen to be excelling in 
the sciences thus making the saying of 
Hilary Clinton right i.e. 'Talent is a 
universal thing but opportunity is not 
universal'. If given the same chance, 
these people will do just well in 
education as their peers in the other areas 
such as Lagos, Abuja and Port Harcourt.

Religion  
Christianity and African Traditional 
worshipers (traditionally called 'Igbe') are 
the two most common religions. These 
alone make it very difficult for proper 
evangelization. Majority of elderly men 
and young boys tilt more towards the 
local way of life like giving in to 
polygamy, drunkenness, abuse of 
cannabis or Indian hemp and give little or 
no interest to matters of Christian 
marriage.

Farming and Feeding
This is one area I have not been able to 
comprehend. The tough, back-breaking 
peasant farming is predominantly the 
occupation of the female folks – both the 
fast aging elderly women and young 
girls/children. The only stable food in 
these areas is Garri or carbohydrate 
yielding delicacies. The land mass of the 
area is generally water logged due to oil 
spillage and environmental pollution. 
Consequently, nearly the entire region is 
bereft of sea foods and where you find 
any, they are very few and expensive. For 
these reasons malnutrition is obvious 
among mothers and children and this 

gives way to high mortality rate. In my 
three and half years of pastoral work, I 
have had funerals for over 15 children 
and 10 mothers. I cannot but submit that 
the opium of a people who, by nature and 
providence, are the owner of the wealth 
of a nation are pitiably marginalized, 
rejected and polarized with abject 
hunger, sickness, ignorance and 
unbelievably defenseless. What a 
paradox of a system?

Health Care
Given the low educational background of 
the area and the low economic life of the 
rich oil region, the health standard is very 
poor as they do not have access to 
drinking water and other essential 
amenities - no good drainages, poor 
health facilities (if they are provided at all 
by government), bad roads which stifles 
free movement of fresh food and lack of 
electricity.  As a result of the 
environment degradation, I have on 
several occasions suffered series of 
infection due to the unavoidable general 
health-care deficiencies.

My Pastoral Plan and
Witness among the people  
* On the average, the financial 
income of the parish a month is less than 
₦23,000 naira (equivalent of $150 dollars) 
a month. But with our collaborators 
outside the parish we have been able to 
serve the people in the scope below:

Fr. Dan with Parishioners constructing the Priests’ Rectory.

Enough of the swimming!  Its time to be in School and Study.



F r o m  t h e  M i s s i o n

* A radical change of spiritual, 
moral, social, psychological, political and 
academic mentality by means of 
community dialogue through Church 
spirit-filled programs that is all 
encompassing.
* Repositioning of the minds of 
over 15 young boys and girls to return to 
school in order for them to build up the 
parish in future. This is already yielding 
result as a good number of the parish 
youths are already in higher institutions 
and this has led to a growing curve in the 
number of young men and women who 
seek some tertiary education studies.
* Awareness and reawakening of 
vocation to the priesthood and religious 
life as the young parish has the highest 
number of seminarians in the whole 
Vicariate.
* Encouraging cooperative 
farming of sweet potatoes and cassava 

which has 
g e n e r a t e d 
funds for the 
i n d i v i d u a l 
stations and 
g r o u p s 

within the parish.
* Two Water project with modern 
purification system were directly 
undertaken by the parish and these are 
being used by the whole community.
* A modern kitchen attached to 
the priest's temporary residence directly 
behind the Church's altar.
* Purchase of 100 X 30 feet piece 
of land (beside the Church) and 17 plots 
of land for permanent site of the parish 
Nursery/Primary and Secondary school, 
clinic and skill acquisition centre. We 
have commenced the Nursery/Primary 
School at Odorubu temporarily while the 
construction of St. John's Uduophori 
church building is ongoing.
* A five bed cottage Clinic 
managed by two nurses and a visiting 
Medical Doctor from Lagos has been 
established.
* Construction of Church pews, 
wheelbarrow hiring service, widow's 

loan scheme and 
t a i l o r i n g 
e m p o w e r m e n t 
scheme, fish 
farming project, 
two cassava mill 
and two hair 
dressing/barbing 
salon located in 
two different 
stations of the 
parish, etc.
* In view of all 
these pastoral and 

humanitarian services, the Community 
of Odorubu donated a plot of Land to the 
Church for the building of the Rectory 
or Father's house. This building is near 
decking level and it is made possible by 
the generosity and efforts of friends of 
St. Joseph Parish. These friends are from 
the various parishes in Warri, Lagos, 
Benin, Abuja and some non-catholic and 
non-christian fellows who are touched 
by our story and humanitarian work 
among the people in the heart of the 
Niger-Delta. May God's blessings abide 
by you all. Amen!
 
Conclusion: 
I give thanks to God for His favors and 
blessings during my pastoral ministry in 
the waterside. I like to express my 
gratitude to the Bishop of Bomadi 
Vicariate for believing in the Missionary 
Society of St. Paul and in the People of 
St. Joseph Catholic Church Odorubu. 

As stated earlier, this mission is very 
challenging but we count on your support 
and prayers to execute the following 
projects:
1. Adequate finance to complete 
the Rectory for the priest who currently 
lives in the Sacristy of the parish.
2. A boat so as to enable us access 
waterline out-stations that make up half 
of the parish.
3. In the heart of the raining season 
a Jeep is needed to traverse the hinterland 
given the roughness of the terrain.
4. Training of at least two 
catechists and more station teachers. 
To purchase a school bus that would help 
in alleviating the transport hassles for 
children who come from other villages 
for studies.
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The jeep stuck in the muddy terrain.

Fr. Dan with Parishioners after Mass.

Fr. Dan with Parishioners after a good harvest of potatoes.



   
wenty five years in the vineyard of 
the Lord is no mean feat. June 16, 
2012 witnessed the third set of

silver jubilarians with Frs. Emmanuel Etim, 
MSP, Emmanuel Etokakpan, MSP and 
Massdiile Onyenibeadi, MSP. It was a 
colorful event as the jubilation proceeded 
into the chapel of the National Missionary 
Seminary of St. Paul, Gwagwalada Abuja 
amidst joy and gladness, in the company of 
many brother priests for the Holy Mass 
which was presided over by the auxiliary 
Bishop of the Archdiocese of Abuja, Most 
Rev. Dr. Anselm Umoren, MSP. The 
Seminary played host to dignitaries and 
religious from far and near.

The homilist of the day who doubled as the 
retreat moderator of the Jubilarians 
admonished them to remain 
steadfast despite the challenges of 
the vocation and repose their total 
trust in Christ who sent the 72 
disciples on a mission having 
fortified them against the snares 
that may rattle them.

The highest point of the event was 
the impartation of Papal's 
blessings on the Trio which was 
presented to them by the acting 
Superior General of the 
Missionary Society of St. Paul, 

Very Rev. Fr. Paul Ofoha amidst the 
thunderous cheers from the congregation.

Finally, Rev, Fr. Emmanuel Etim, on 
behalf of the jubilarians, expressed their 
gratitude to all in very humorous and 
captivating words. Then, the Mass came to 
an end at about 12:15pm with a procession 
that terminated at the statue St. Paul for a 
group photograph.

By Fr Dan Ifiok Udofia, MSP

E v e n t s
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      My twenty-five 
years in the 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Priesthood have 
been full of 
d i f f e r e n t 
m i s s i o n a r y 
apostolate and 
experiences.  But 

more importantly, I have enjoyed every bit 
of these years, for which I am most grateful 
to God for His faithful love, guidance and 
providence.

The joys and the pains of missionary life 
complement each other.  The joys of going 
to foreign lands, learning new languages 
and making new friends was 
check-balanced by the pains of leaving 
behind my beloved country, Nigeria, where 
I have lived most of my life and enjoyed 

freedom and liberty; the missing of my 
indescribably cherished but now late father 
and mother, beloved siblings and other 
members of my natural family; and the 
Nigerian delicacies, especially Akpu [fufu] 
with corresponding soups, which 
constantly left me salivating and yearning 
with nostalgia and eager longing for my 
home coming on holidays.”

In these twenty-five years, I have had 
different apostolates:
1987 – 1988    Formation House, 
Iperu-Remo, Ogun

1988 – 1992    Further Studies in Rome, Italy

1992 – 1993    Pastoral assignment, 
Abakiliki diocese, Nigeria

1993 – 1996    Lecturer at our Seminary in 
Gwagwalada, Abuja

1996 – 2001    Pastoral assignment, 
Archdiocese of Lagos, Nigeria

2001 – 2002    Sabbatical leave in Germany

2002 – 2004    Sabbatical/Mission in 
Southwark Archdiocese, London, United 
Kingdom

2004 – 2006    CPE Program/Mission to 
Rochester diocese, USA

2006 – 2008    Special Assignment, 
Administrative HQ, Kutunku, 
Gwagwalada, Abuja,

2008 – 2009    Pastoral assignment in 
Kimberley diocese, South Africa

2009 – Now    Seminary Lecturer, Abuja & 
Chaplaincy of St Mary's Catholic Hospital, 
Gwagwalada, Abuja.

2012
Silver Jubilee

Silver Jubilarians: From (Left) Frs Emmanuel,
Mike and Massdile (MSP)

“
Rev. Massdiile Onyenibeadi, MSP



s I look back at the past twenty 
five years of my priesthood, 
the song of Mary comes to mind 

“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour” (Lk. 
1:46-47). I join Mary to proclaim the 
marvelous things that God has done for 
me. This is a great moment to thank God 
for the gift of the priesthood. This silver 
jubilee has also provided me the 
opportunity to thank the Missionary 
Society of St Paul of Nigeria, friends and 
my family members whose support I 
have enjoyed immensely.

I remain forever grateful to God for his 
love and faithfulness. I am equally 

thankful for his numerous blessings 
through the Society, the AMSP and my 
friends who have been my pillar of 
support on this journey. I am deeply 
grateful to my family members and my 
home parishioners who are always 
supportive and caring. With a heart filled 
with joy, I say thank you and may God 
bless us all.

In these twenty-five years, I have had 
different apostolates:
1987 – 1988    Pastoral Assignment, Abuja

1988 – 1991    Mission in Cameroon

1991 – 1994    Mission in Sierra Leone

1994 – 1996    Studies in Formation

1996 - 2002     Formation House, 
Iperu-Remo

2002 - Now     Spiritual Director, MSP 
Seminary, Abuja

 
 

 

E v e n t s

A
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         By Fr Emmanuel Etim, MSP

he old adage is still in place. “A 
journey of a thousand miles 
begins with one step”. It is hard

to believe that twenty-five good years 
have slowly rolled behind me in my 
priestly vocation. The dream of 
becoming a priest was ignited in me right 
from my mother's womb and began to 
materialize from my primary school, 
minor seminary and climaxed at the 
Missionary Society of St. Paul Seminary, 
Gwagwalada, Abuja.

What can I say for all the graces 
enjoyed? Thanks be to God, who 
called me to share in the glory of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

In these twenty-five years, I have had 
different apostolates:
1987 – 1988    Pastoral Ministry in Ilorin 
Diocese, Nigeria

1988 – 1990    Mission in Liberia

1990 – 1992    Mission in Lokoja and 
Abuja dioceses, Nigeria

1992 – 1997    Mission in Monrovia 
Archdiocese, Liberia

1998 – 2005    Mission in Malawi

2005 – 2010    Mission in Austin, 
Beaumont and Lafayette (LA) diocese 
in USA

2010 – Now    Mission in Nigeria
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A MOMENT TO SAY
THANK YOU LORD

By Rev. Fr. Mike Etokakpan, MSP

MY GRACE
IS ENOUGH
FOR YOU!







or the past twenty-seven years, 
dignitaries from various walks of 
life have visited the community

of the National Missionary Seminary 
of St. Paul every June to attend priestly 
ordination events and the year 2012 is 
no exception as seven deacons were 
raised to the catholic priesthood on 
June 23. Five of them were for the 
Missionary Society of St. Paul while 
the other two were for the Oblates of 
the Virgin Mary. The Mass which was 
presided by Most Rev. Dr. Buti 
Tlhagale, OMI, of the Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg, began at about 10:05 am 
with about 105 priests in attendance. 

The rites of ordination began after the 
proclamation of the gospel with the 
calling of the candidates. The Dean of 
Students, Rev. Fr. Patrick Etuk, MSP and 
the Rector of the Oblates the Virgin 
Mary, Rev. Fr. Isaac Abu, OMV, jointly 
performed the exercise. The congregation 
reeled out in thunderous cheers as one of 
the Councilors of the Missionary Society 
of St. Paul, Very Rev. Fr. Ralph Asika 
presented the candidates for ordination.

In his homily, the ordaining Prelate 
said that the Catholic priesthood is a 
call to service in humility. He also 
remarked that 'we must never forget 
that it is also a call to martyrdom and 
holiness' while also taking us to a very 
priestly content of the document of the 
second Synod of African Bishops 

which states that 'we must 
above all, be missionaries first to 

ourselves'. He aptly dramatized the fact 
that we are earthen ware in the hands of 
God by letting off a clay pot to fall 
from the palm of his hand and shatter. 
This got the congregation very much 
excited given the aptness of the 
demonstration to the message itself.

Thereafter, the ordination rites 
continued with the examination of the 
candidates and the swearing of oath of 
obedience. The high point of the event 
was the vesting of the newly ordained 
priests after the prayer of consecration 
by the Archbishop. Parents and 
relatives were excited to see their sons 
newly and differently dressed. The 
Prelate then presented the new priests 

to the community gathered with the 
words, 'behold your priest'. The people 
jubilated all the more and clapped. 

Their posting came almost immediately 
which saw the drafting of Frs. Godwin 
Garuba, Francis Ayogu and Victor 
Samugana to Abuja Archdiocese. Fr. 
Johnson Ugwu was sent to Lagos 
Archdiocese while Fr. Ime Okon Iyang 
was posted to Lafia Diocese as it is 
traditional to the Missionary Society of St 
Paul for a mandatory one year Pastoral 
Assignment. The newly ordained priests 
prayed for the Prelate as he knelt before 
them. Several other groups took turns to 
receive blessings from the new priests. 
Then the drums of jubilation followed 
immediately after the Mass which ended 
at about 1:40 pm. 

E v e n t s
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Newly Ordained Priests and the Ordaining Prelate.
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I have seen people wear the 
rosary as a necklace and, in

fact, I had a fifth-grader ask me during 
CCD if that was a sin. I told her that I 
didn't believe it was a sin per se, but that 
as it is a wonderful prayer and most 
favored by the Blessed Mother, that I 
thought it disrespectful, not very 
reverent (regardless if the rosary is 
blessed or not). The student promptly 
asked about my decade rosary bracelet, 
“What about wearing it like a bracelet?” 
It's a good question, in light of the cross 
and rosary “look-alikes” that seem to be 
ubiquitous these days in fashion jewelry. 
What do we tell young girls? -- J.M., 
Leavenworth, Kansas

The closest resemblance to a 
norm on this topic is found in

Canon 1171 of the Code of Canon Law. 
To wit: “Sacred objects, set aside for 
divine worship by dedication or blessing, 
are to be treated with reverence. They are 
not to be made over to secular or 
inappropriate use, even though they may 
belong to private persons.”

It is probable that this law does not fully 
apply to our case, since it refers primarily 
to sacred objects for liturgical worship 
such as chalices and vestments rather 
than to rosaries. At the same time, the 
intimation to treat sacred objects with 
reverence and respect can logically be 
extended to rosaries, crosses, medals and 
similar items.

Also, wearing a sacred object is not the 
same as using it in a secular or 
inappropriate manner. In fact, many 

religious congregations wear the 
rosary as part of their habit, usually 
hanging from a belt. There are also 
several historical cases of laypeople 
wearing the rosary for devotional 
purposes. For example, in his book 
"The Secret of the Rosary," St. Louis 
de Montfort illustrates the positive 
results of this practice in an episode 
from the life of King Alfonso VI of 
Galicia and Leon.

I think that the key to answering this 
question can be found in St. Paul: "So 
whether you eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, do everything for the glory of God" (1 
Corinthians 10:31). In other words, there 
should be no indifferent or irrelevant 
actions in the life of a Christian.

If the reason for wearing a rosary is as 
a statement of faith, as a reminder to 
pray it, or some similar reason "to the 
glory of God," then there is nothing to 
object to. It would not be respectful to 
wear it merely as jewelry.

This latter point is something to bear in 
mind in the case of wearing a rosary 
around the neck. In the first place, 
while not unknown, it is not common 
Catholic practice.

Second, in relatively recent times, certain 
controversial public figures have 
popularized the fashion of wearing the 
rosary as a necklace, and not precisely in 
order to "do all to the glory of God." It 
would also appear that in some parts of 
the United States and elsewhere, wearing 
rosary beads around the neck has become 

a gang-related badge of identification.

Hence, while a Catholic may wear a rosary 
around the neck for a good purpose, he or 
she should consider if the practice will be 
positively understood in the cultural 
context in which the person moves. If any 
misunderstanding is likely, then it would 
be better to avoid the practice.

At the same time, as Catholics we should 
presume the good intentions of the person 
wearing a rosary unless other external 
elements clearly indicate otherwise.

Similar reasoning is observed in 
dealing with rosary bracelets and rings, 
although in this case there is far less 
danger of confusion as to meaning. 
They are never mere jewelry but are 
worn as a sign of faith.

According to some sources, small 
single-decade rosaries or chaplets were 
developed in times of persecution, as 
they were easily hidden and could be 
used without attracting undesired 
attention. They also became popular 
among Catholic soldiers on the frontline 
especially during World War I.

Far more important than the visible 
wearing of a rosary is actually using 
the rosary, including publicly, for 
prayer. Then it is truly done "to the 
glory of God.”

Answered by Legionary of Christ Father 
Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy 
at the Regina Apostolorum University, 
Rome. ROME, JUNE 14, 2011

S a c r a m e n t a l

Wearing the Rosary as a Necklace
Q:

A:
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e lay on the bed face down. 
Some parts of the legs covered 
with sores plastered. Vincent 

was trying to have a bite. His father was 
sitting by his side and the other siblings 
were on the ground playing. Vincent's 
sickness is yet to be properly diagnosed, 
but he appears calm and exudes 
confidence, his face beaming with 
smiles.  He is barely a week in the 
hospice home and may likely spend six 
months.  Vincent suddenly developed 
pains on his upper limbs while 
playing with his 
mates one day. It 
became more serious 
when he had difficulty 
passing out urine and 
defecating. After a 
surgical operation he 
lost the use of his limbs, 
and he has been crippled 
for the past six years. He 
could not complete his 
primary education and 
dropped out in primary two. 
He barely reads and writes 
but speaks fluent English. He 
is a promising child and very 
brilliant indeed. 

Vincent does not seem to be broken by 
his ill health nor are there indications that 
he is going to succumb to despair and 
gloom. That does not mean he never 
worries, he told me that sometimes he 
wishes when he lies on his bed that he 
would have been in school if he could just 
walk like other children. When asked 
how he felt about that, “somehow, like 
sad”. He replied. “But your face is always 
beaming with smiles what makes you 
happy”? I further inquired.  “I am just 
happy”. When he feels sad he prays or 
appeals to daddy to take him around.  

In spite of his condition the 13 year old 
boy believes that God loves him.  The 

evidence for him is that he does so many 
things now that he could never dream of 
when he had the use of his limbs. And he 
is convinced that it is by God's grace; it is 
God that is at work in him.   It struck me 
what Paul said about God's power being 
felt in our weakness. Vincent does 
beautiful drawings; he also repairs 
electronics and builds torch lights as 
well. He repairs his games facility when 
it gets spoilt.

We had spent 
some time with Vincent and were 

about leaving when Vincent brought out 
two beautiful paintings. One was of Jesus 
preaching in the temple and the other of 
Adam and Eve in their innocence in the 
garden. They were possibly stories daddy 
or mummy would have told him or he 
would have heard in church.   Vincent is 
deeply inspired and appears a very 
religious person, very deep and mature 
for his age.  He was irritated that ash was 
not brought for him on Ash Wednesday. 
We offered to buy the paintings from him 
but he insisted he wanted to give them out 
for free to Mrs. Jumai Sambo who 
brought some gifts to the Hospice home 
to mark her 50th birthday. 

Little Vincent has not given up on life, 
though life seems to be unfair and 

apparently cruel, he deeply feels he has 
reasons to be alive and wants to give his 
life a meaning. He appears contented and 
does not ask for much but rather wants to 
give a lot to life. 

Hajara is also bed ridden and has equally 
lost stories of heroic courage inspired by 
hope rooted in great faith. They all make 
a strong statements that 

there are no hopeless 
situations only 
people can be 
hopeless. These are 
stories that don't 
only instruct and 
inspire but 
challenge us as 
well, they set us 
thinking. We 
must find ways 
of caring for 
people like this, 
helping them 
to nurture 

their dreams and 
making life more meaningful for them. 
Volunteer services could do so much for 
these two persons and people like them all 
over the country. One can find ways of 
bringing activities to them, to make their 
lives more meaningful.  Vincent could be 
taught to improve on his skills. He could 
be taught subjects he should have learnt in 
primary school and even secondary 
education can be brought to him as well. 
People could also help Hajara sell her 
wares to help her support herself. Charity 
should not just be about giving material 
things, but giving of our time, skills and 
services to people in need. These should 
really be encouraged as forming essential 
parts of missionary activities.

Fr. Patrick Etuk, MSP is the Dean of 
Student and Lecturer in the National 
Missionary Seminary of St. Paul 
Gwagwalada, Abuja

By Fr. Patrick Etuk, MSP

H
Keeping Hope Alive

The Future Hope of the Church
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he priest-members of the 
Missionary Society of St. Paul 
are growing every year and so

are our missions. With the ordination of 
five new priests on June 23, 2012 we can 
now boast of 230 priests actively 
involved in mission work in nine 
countries in Africa and nine countries in 
Europe and North America. We are also 
experiencing growth in the number of our 
lay Associates and friends who are 
collaborating with us, praying for us and 
supporting our missionary work around 
the world. We are indeed very grateful to 
God for His providence. Yes, God is our 
provider. He is the one who brought the 
Society to birth in 1977 and helped us 
reap the first fruits of ordination in 1985. 
He was with us when we sent our first 
missionaries out on mission in 1986 to 
three countries and is with us now as we 
do mission in 18 countries in the world.  

In United States, the membership of our 
Associate Missionaries of St. Paul 
(AMSP) is growing. We have members 
in our six parishes in Houston, Texas 
and in our parishes in Port Arthur, 

Texas, Donaldsonville and 
Napoleonville in Louisiana, and 
Savannah, Georgia. I 
congratulate those members that 
took their Solemn Admission on 
October 27, 2012 during our 
12th Annual Appreciation Mass 
and Luncheon held at St. Francis 
of Assisi in Houston. 

On behalf of the Acting Superior 
General, his Council and all 

MSP priests around the world, I would 
like to thank you, our Associate 
Missionaries of St. Paul (AMSP), our 
friends and benefactors, for your 
unflinching support of our missionary 
apostolate. You have assisted us in 
putting smiles on the faces of the 
children we serve in Malawi, South 
Sudan, Chad, Nigeria and other places 
and also in sharing Christ with the 
people of our missions. It is only God 
who can reward you, so I pray that He 
who cannot be outdone in generosity 
will reward your generosity! 

One of the challenges we face every year 
is that of the training of our seminarians 
in our seminary in Nigeria. Training of 
future priest is a cost-intensive venture 
but it is always a thing of joy because of 
the many lives that the priest will touch. 
We are grateful to groups and individuals 
who have been supporting our seminary 
in the past. I will like to mention two 
groups by name. One is the Knights of 
Peter Claver, Texas who at their 
conference in May gave a boost to our 
seminary with their check of $6000 for 

the training of our seminarians. The 
other is the St. Cecilia mission group in 
Tustin, California. This group has 
consistently been supporting our 
seminary for over twelve years. They do 
fund raising activities such as bake sales, 
and selling books to distribute the 
proceeds among mission groups 
including our seminary in Nigeria. We 
are grateful to them and other groups and 
individuals who are sponsoring some of 
our seminarians. You are always in our 
prayers as a priest or seminarian does not 
forget his benefactor. 

We have 120 seminarians in different 
stages of their formation in our seminary 
for 2012/13 academic year. Please keep 
them in your prayers. During this Year 
of Faith, there is no better way to sow 
the seed of faith than training future 
missionaries who will engage in primary 
evangelization. I invite you to help 
sponsor and train our seminarians with 
whatever you can afford. Would you 
consider meeting this need for us? Visit 
our website www.mspfathers.org, email 
us or write to the address below.

Thank you and God bless. I also wish 
you the joys and blessings of Christmas 
and the holiday season!

Rev. Felix Ilesanmi Osasona, MSP
Director,
MSP Mission Development Office
P. O. Box 300145
Houston, TX 77230
www.mspfathers.org;
Email: usamsp@yahoo.com 

F r o m  t h e  M i s s i o n  D e v e l o p m e n t  O f f i c e

Growing But Still In Need!
By Rev. Felix Ilesanmi Osasona, MSP
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he Texas KPC 100 Club in conjuction with the Texas KPC at their 
2012 annual convention in May presented a check of $6000 to the

Missionary Society of St. Paul for the training of their seminarians in 
Gwagwalada-Abuja. The Director of MSP Mission Development Office in 
Houston, Rev. Felix Ilesanmi Osasona, MSP received the check at the 
convention on behalf of the MSP family.

he Missionary Society of St. 
Paul celebrated her 12th 
Annual Appreciation Mass and

Luncheon on October 27, 2012 at St. 
Francis of Assisi Church in Houston. 
Bishop Anselm Umoren, MSP, the 
MSP former Superior General and now 
Auxiliary Bishop of Abuja 
Archdiocese celebrated the Mass. He 
thanked God the success of the 
missionary work of our priests in the 
United States and around the world. He 
particularly praised God for the 
collaboration of the lay faithful, the 
Associates and Friends of the 

Missionary Society of St. Paul, who 
are helping us in many ways to preach 
the goodnews. During the Mass, 30 
new Associate Missionaries of St. Paul 

(AMSP) took their Solemn Admission. 
After the Mass, the luncheon was held 
at the church hall with over 200 
persons in attendance. 

BRUSSELS, November 02, 2012 (CISA)
  

ow Cardinal John Onaiyekan, 
the Catholic Archbishop of Abuja

and Co-chair of the African Council of 
Religious Leaders—Religions for 
Peace was awarded the 2012 Pax 
Christi International Peace Prize for his 
efforts in promoting understanding 
between people of different faiths 
through dialogue in Africa, and 
particularly in his country, Nigeria.  
The award ceremony took place in 
Mechelen, Brussels on October 31st 
and was attended by dignitaries 
including the Co-presidents of Pax 

Christi International; Ms Marie Dennis 
and Bishop Kevin Dowling, the Bishop 
of Rustenburg, South Africa, Nigerian 
Ambassador to Belgium HE Felix E 
Awanbor, religious leaders and the 
Nigerian community in Brussels.

The Pax Christi Co-Presidents 
commended (now) Cardinal 
Onaiyekan for the important role he 
has played in building bridges between 
Christians and Muslims in Nigeria 
while stating that it is in the interest of 
all Nigerians to remain united in their 
resolve to rid Nigeria of conflicts that 
threaten them.

Pax Christi International is a 
non-governmental Catholic peace 
movement working on a global scale 
on a variety of issues in the fields of 
human rights, human security, 
disarmament and demilitarization, 
just world order and religion and 
violent conflicts.
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AMSPs and some priests pose with Bishop Anselm Umoren MSP, after the Mass.
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Archbishop Dr. John Onaiyekan: 2012 Pax Christi
International Peace Laureate
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t was exuberant jubilation in 
Nigeria and far beyond when His 
Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI,

named the Most Reverend John 
Olorunfemi Onaiyakan, the Archbishop 
of Abuja among the six Archbishops that 
he created cardinals at consistory of 
November 24, 2012. The other new 
Cardinals are:  Archbishop James 
Michael Harvey, archpriest of the papal 
basilica of St. Paul's Outside-the-Walls, 
His Beatitude Bechara Boutros Rai, 
patriarch of Antioch of the Maronites, 
Lebanon, His Beatitude Baselios Cleemis 
Thottunkal, major archbishop of 
Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankars, India, 
Archbishop Ruben Salazar Gomez of 
Bogota, Colombia, and Archbishop Luis 
Antonio G. Tagle of Manila, Philippines.

His Eminence, John Cardinal Olorunfemi 
Onaiyekan who is also the Local 
Ordinary of the Missionary Society of St. 
Paul of Nigeria, becomes the fourth 
Nigerian cleric to attain that exalted and 
prestigious rank in the Catholic Church. 
His Eminence, Dominic Cardinal 
Ignatius Ekandem was the first Nigerian 
cleric, and the first also from Anglophone 

West Africa to be 
created Cardinal. 

Cardinal Ekandem, the immediate 
predecessor of Cardinal Onaiyekan, and 
the founder of the Missionary Society of 
St. Paul was created Cardinal at a 
consistory called by His Holiness, Pope 
Paul VI on May 24, 1976.

And on May 25, 1985, Nigeria had 
been blessed with another cardinal 
in the person of His Eminence, 
Francis Cardinal Arinze. He was 
created cardinal by Blessed Pope 
John Paul II who appointed him 
pro-president the Secretariat for 
Non-Christians (now the Pontifical 
Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue). On 1 October 2002 
Francis Cardinal Arinze had been 
nominated Prefect of the 

Congregation of Divine Worship 
and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
by Blessed Pope John Paul II.

His Eminence Cardinal Anthony 
Olubunmi Okogie, Archbishop emeritus 
of Lagos, Nigeria, who was born on 16 
June 1936 in Lagos, was also created and 
proclaimed Cardinal by Blessed Pope 
John Paul II in the Consistory of 21 
October 2003. Cardinal Okogie who 
became the first President of the 
Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) 
played a prominent role when he served 
as President.

The Missionary Society of St. Paul 
rejoices with and congratulates our 
Ordinary, John Cardinal Olorunfemi 
Onaiyekan on this his historic elevation 
to the rank of a Cardinal. 

I n  B r i e f

Meet Nigeria’s
Newest
Cardinal
I

John Cardinal Onaiyekan being congratulated by other Cardinals
during the consistory of Nov. 24, 2012. Photo credit: Reuters

The 4th Annual Walk 4 the Mission, hosted by AMSP in Houston, Texas is scheduled 
for Saturday March 23rd, 2013 at Tom Bass Park.  The 5-mile walk which starts at 
8:30am at Tom Bass Park benefits community schools run by the Missionary Society 
of St. Paul including the St. Paul schools Pagada, Nigeria. You can print the 
registration form online.  Visit www.mspfathers.org for more information.

Save The Date: March 23, 2013



Heavenly Father, you created us and you care for us: 
We thank you for taking the Missionary Society of St.
Paul into your care. 
We ask you to continue to watch over us. Fill us with 
your love, and help us to build a family where each 
member irrespective of tribe, feels at home with other 
members and is encouraged to give his best in the 
missionary work. 

Lord Jesus, you died for us and you call us to be your 
witnesses to the ends of the earth: we thank you for 
enabling us to participate in this your saving work 
among people of every race. Fill us with zeal and a sense 
of commitment like St. Paul, to bear witness to your love 
and reconciliation. Help us with a lifestyle that will 
make us proclaim your Word with power and 
conviction. Send us your grace to make good whatever 

is lacking in us as individuals and as a Society. 

O Holy Spirit, you enlightened the hearts of the apostles, 
we beseech you now to continue to enlighten us and 
consecrate us in the truth. May each of us realize how 
invaluable our contributions can be, and thus invest our 
energies towards the success of our missionary 
endeavours. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Lady Queen of Apostles, pray for us 
St. Paul our Patron, pray for us, 
May the souls of our departed MSP brothers, AMSP
brothers and sisters, and the souls of the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.
(To be said daily by all MSP and AMSP)

Daily Prayer for MSP 
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How the terror all began
ur story is not just a story of empty 
Churches, is not Story of political 
unrest or failure, ours is a story of

victory through persecution. Our is a story of 
Martyrs, a story of a church that has since 2006 
continued to pour its blood as a seed of 
witnessing, a seed that will surely give birth to 
better and much stronger Christians. Our story is 
of a church that has lost a good number of 
believers and has given birth to men and women 
of faith who are ready to die serving God. We 
have reduced much in number, but we have 
grown stronger now than ever.
 
The story of the Church in Maiduguri diocese 
is a story of Martyrdom, the Church had lost 
both lives and properties in good number, but 
is has grown more spiritual. The church has 
really suffered in the hand of the Boko Haram 
terrorists and has continued to suffer. 

The first attack in Maiduguri that shook the 
church and the world, and shattered the peace 
of the so called “Home of Peace” took place on 
Saturday 18th February, 2006. By then the sect 
group was called Nigerian Taliban. On this 
day, the Christian Community was taken aback 
by the massive and sudden and unprovoked 
attack that left 56 church buildings burnt, over 
fifty Christians Killed including our beloved 
Rev Fr Michael Gajere, the then Parish Priest 
of St Rita's Bulunkutu, Maiduguri. He was 
killed and burnt alongside the Church. On the 
same day St. Michael's Railway, Maiduguri: a 
church opposite the Boko Haram training camp 
and the then Bishop's house was also burnt and 
all in the house was totally destroyed.

The Nigerian Taliban 
has become Boko Haram
The same group, Nigerian Taliban has 
metamorphosed into what we have today as 
Boko Haram, same group, same people, same 
mission: eradication of the infidels (Christians) 
in the northern part of Nigeria and a possible 
Islamizing of the area. The next open attack by 
the group in Maiduguri came up on the 2nd of 
August, 2009, during my thanksgiving Mass in 
St. Monica's Parish Biu, Maiduguri Diocese. 
Ever since then, Maiduguri Diocese and indeed 
other parts of the Northern Nigeria have 
continued to suffer loss of lives and properties. 
So many churches have been burnt and much 
more have been deserted or closed. 

Churches are destroyed 
but God is still here
At the border we have about eighteen 
churches called desert churches because of the 
nature of the area. These churches fall 
between Nigeria and Chad. Out of these 
eighteen churches, sixteen of them are now 
closed down. All because some parishioners 
have been killed and others had to relocate to 
other places for safety. Around Yobe state 
which is also part of the diocese, almost all the 
churches are closed. In the Potiskum area, out 
of forty-eight Christian Churches, only eight 
of them are now in use. Masses and Christian 
Services are held under serious military 
watch. The population of the few existing 
churches has been reduced to less than 30%. 
The population lost is a general phenomenon 
in the whole of the Diocese.

Following the loss of members as a result of 
various attacks and burnings, we need to note 
that on 2nd June, 2011 at about 3pm, a bomb 
was detonated at the cathedral near the 
Bishop's office. Its destruction was much, but 
no life was lost. A week later another bomb 
was planted and its litmus test unit was the 
cathedral administrator's house. The house 
was completely destroyed, lives were lost but 
the priests and the domestic workers were not 
in the house. Since her inception, Maiduguri 
Diocese has lost the following churches: St 
Michael's Parish, Railway Maiduguri, burnt 
three times but the priest narrowly escaped 
though all his belongings were destroyed; St 
Monica's Biu, completely burnt and 
destroyed, yet to be rebuilt; St Mary's 

Damaturu, bombed, burnt and brought down, 
yet to be rebuilt; The Catholic Church in 
Damboa, is burnt down completely. The 
Church now is deserted of worshippers. The 
Catholic Church in Dikwa, is burnt down. So 
many churches in the diocese are now totally 
deserted following the attacks and killings of 
Christians in the area, both at home, working 
place and even on the streets. Many have been 
killed, many have relocated to other parts of 
the country and some stopped going to 
Church out of fear of attack or been killed. 
However, The Catholic church is not the only 
church suffering this.

Our martyrdom
the foundation of faith
All other churches are also victims of this 
attacks and it is gradually spreading to other 
parts of the northern Nigeria. Till date people 
are still being killed, more now at homes and 
working places, but the heart of the remaining 
few have grown stronger and God trusting. 
Many have been killed, but many more have 
been made stronger and taught to pray fervently 
no matter the circumstance. This is our story in 
this part of the globe (Maiduguri Diocese). Our 
churches may be empty but our life of witness 
continues for the sake of the gospel. In the story 
of our Martyrdom, you see our faith, you feel 
our pains, you see growth and thus our church 
continues to struggle to grow.

Rev Fr Innocent Onyekachi Duru, CMF is a 
Claretian Missionary working in St Michael's 
Parish Kala'a, Maiduguri Diocese. - 
onyeduru@yahoo.com

By Rev Fr Innocent Onyekachi Duru, CMF

O

The Story of the Catholic Martyrdom
in Maiduguri

St. Monica’s Biu, burnt down completely



astoral theology seeks to 
present the priest as a man of 
many parts.  To a reasonable and

justifiable extent, the assertion can be 
defended, taking cognizance of the fact 
that until recently, only two professions – 
Medicine and Law- and the Catholic 
Priesthood, the latter which is a vocation 
and not a profession were considered the 
elites of Society.  Members in the latter 
category were especially viewed as 
epitomes of knowledge.  They were the 
Jacks of all trade and masters of all!  
However, today, that mythology has been 
debunked and rightly so! 

The Seminary program does not make 
provision for social or secular studies and 
the empirical sciences.  And that lacuna 
has left a yawning gap in the training of 
priests in general.  Since priesthood is 
about the celestial matters it could not be 
justifiably accused of being not 
concerned with terrestrial issues. But the 
age we are in now, that is, the 
technological age, dictates otherwise.  
For this reason, some priests are sent out 
for further studies after their ordination 
and few years of pastoral work.

Financial matters have 
been the one constant 
area of friction in 

Parish administration.  Lack 
of accountability on the part of many 

priests does not imply impropriety by any 
meaningful definition of the terminology. 
However, it could be read to mean default 
in administration. And that is not a small 
matter!  It is big enough to give a priest, 
and in fact the Church, bad name, poor 
image and ugly reputation.

It is from this perspective that the Book 
of Very Rev. Fr. Paul Mary 
Ngozichukwu Ofoha, MSP, throws in 
commendable weight.  It is first of its 
kind and has the potentiality of throwing 
away the nightmares associated with 
Financial Accountability for Priests in the 
Parishes.  This book is a product of 
scholarly and academic research, as well 
as the fruit of years of pastoral 
experiences in different capacities and in 
different countries and continents.  What 
is more, the book is a recipe for 
accounting and administration for 
Arch/Diocesan, Parochial and 
Ecclesiastical Institutions of all grades.  It 
can also be profitably utilized by persons 
in other professions that have to deal with 
financial matters with little adaptations.

The book is divided into Seven Chapters: 
The Arch/Diocesan and the Parochial 
levels.  The book centers on the structural 

organization of the Arch/Dioceses and the 
Parish, as well as their respective systems 
of administration.  In a wonderful 
balance, the book underlines the 
importance of Clergy-Laity relationship 
in the administration of the Church.  In 
spite of the call made by the Second 
Vatican Council, this area of collaborative 
ministry between the Clergy and the Laity 
has suffered great lack of implementation 
largely due to the Clergy unpreparedness 
during the seminary formation years to 
work with the Laity.  Especially in the 
African Church were the hierarchical 
structure of the Church is very much 
revered, collaborative ministry has not 
been given the impetus it deserves.

The book under review aims at 
jettisoning aside that old mentality that 
collaborative ministry between the 
Clergy and the Laity is more theoretical 
than practical.  The will-power and some 
technical knowledge are all that the 
Clergy require in bringing about the 
collaborative ministry into fruitful action.  
The Pastoral Administration and 
Management Skills in the Church is the 
one book that provides the needed 
guideline for collaborative pastoral 
ministry in the Church.

No priest who wishes to get the laity 
actively involved in his parish can ignore 
the knowledge contained in the book 
under our review

B o o k  R e v i e w
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… There is not a social, political, 
or religious privilege that you 
enjoy today that was not bought

for you by the blood and tears and patient 
suffering of the minority…” – John 
Bartholomew Gough, (1817-1886). 

How suffering can be seen as something 
of great value must 
surely be one of the 
greatest mysteries. 
Perhaps most 
Christians can 
accept the fact in 
theory when the 
experience of it is far 
away. But when 
everything goes 
wrong and mental and physical pain rears 
its ugly head, it is not easy for most of us 
to realize that it could it be something of 
possibly great value, something for 
which we could be grateful and could 
even rejoice in when we calm down a bit. 

The problem of understanding and 
accepting suffering came home to me 
when my petrol tank was accidentally 
filled with water. It was in the last 
evening and we still had a long journey 
ahead of us. Isaac, my normally good 
humored driver was getting more and 
more exasperated and by the time the 
problem was solve we had to look for 
accommodation locally. Praying the 
Emmaus Rosary at the back of the car, I 
read the words of Acts 5:41, describing 
what the disciples suffered after the death 
of Christ and that when Peter and some 
other disciples were flogged they were 

glad because God had considered them 
worthy to suffer for the sake of Jesus.  
When things were looking more hopeful, 
Isaac and I managed to laugh about it all, 
wondering how we too could 'be glad' it 
had happened. 

I take up the topic of suffering in this 
issue of the 'Family 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
Services' because I 
believe it would 
greatly help the 
peace and welfare 
of one's family or 
c o m m u n i t y , 
occasionally to talk 

about the mystery of 
suffering, how we ourselves and those 
around us could benefit by our 
acceptance of it; and even how we 
could reduce our pain if only we knew 
how to suffer.

The matter was brought home to me in a 
striking way when in my visits to Aokpe 
I heard what Jesus had said to Christiana, 
the visionary: “I come today because of 
many who bear my cross but do not carry 
it well”. So often we Suffer and do not 
realize the chance that is ours of helping 
not only ourselves but many others and 
we often forget the chance we have of 
comforting the Mystical Lord Jesus who 
suffers so as to continue to live in all of 
us. If we could say in our hearts and from 
our hearts, 'For you Jesus', then all would 
be transformed. And there is something 
more. I know for certain that almost as 
soon as we do so, half of the pain is gone. 

Our Blessed Lady at Aokpe has told us 
repeatedly that one kind of penance 
particularly pleasing to God and greater 
than the fasting she also requests, is 
when things happen that we do not like, 
don't be unduly annoyed. And when 
things do not happen that we wished 
would happen try not show annoyance.  
And of course that is all within the limits 
of reason. It is good to show annoyance 
when we see things like people being 
cruel to one another. Our Blessed Mother 
asks us to love the cross and suffer your 
body for others. Padre Pio, the saintly 
stygmatist, once remarked: “If we knew 
the value of suffering we would ask for 
more. Souls are not got, they are 
bought”. I wonder do many of our 
readers feel like me, that I sometimes 
waste the chance I have when I suffer. 
----------------------------------
P.L.A.N National Hqrs., Opp. St. Mary's 
Hosp., Eleta,  P.O. Box 3086, IBADAN
Tel: 02-7523433, 08066063259 (office 
hours), 08037167664, 
E-mail leomcswe@skannet.com and 
leomcswe@gmail.com

Dr. (Sr.) Leonie McSweeney, MB, MMM, MFR

“

My Mystery of Suffering:
Its Place in Family Life 
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