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Top 10 reasons why =~ |

you should be a catechist

It will help your faith come alive and get you more active in parish life

By Wesderse Kocnlg-Bricker
I et’sbehonest. Agreeing toteach kidsabout

e faith is a daunting prospect. Not only
do you commit to being present every

Wednesday nightinto eternity (OK, notquite
thatlong),butyou also haveto deal with kids,

and worse, their parents! On any given night,
youmight have Malcolm using the crossbook-
markthe classmadeasasword, Amy’s mother
complaining thather child doesn’tknowwhat
the Church teaches, and Kyle using his cell
phone as you're trying to teach the Sermon
on the Mount. Argh!

Of course, we can all think of reasons not to teach,
but I have compiled a list of 10 reasons that every
one should consider taking on the role of cate-
chist.

10. The best way to leam is to teach,

‘WesH are cailed tucontinue to growin our own
faith, and the bestway to learn is to teach. When
you instrurr oﬂu’s.g;h own understanding
increases. [Hyowrown education ended years

ago, the resources and materials you
masacamch;stwﬂlsmdyruﬁuhmdupuﬁ;;ﬁ
own knowledge.

9, Catechists tell the truih.

In today’s chaotic world, peopie are searching
for what is real and what isn't. Catechists are like
thelittleboywho tald the emperor he wasn't wear-
ing any clothes, Catechisty speak the truth about
God, faith and morals>The world needs the mes-
sage of the Gospel and the way to true happiness;
as a catechist, you offer a hungry world that sus-
tenance.

8. Shazing the falth is an hodor.
It’tesumatedthatfcwuthanlpcrcemof
Catholiosare catechists. [f you'vebeena
mbeamchm.ornfyoufceld;e
adwdtodoso speualforGod.ﬁor
the Church and for yo

7. Your owm falth will come alive.
Byactmgonwhatyoubelwve. become a
partcipant in building up God's hngdom. After
all.}austoldusnottoputourhghtunﬂn‘abushd
basket, and that means not hiding & behind-a
missalette either. As a catechist, you will dkwv:t
that prayet, liturgy and your own relationship with
God will become more vibrant and meaningful

‘shows your own children,

6. You becaime ain active part of the most
active part of your parish.

OswmtmlmofCatlmhcchmchesisthntth:y |
dos'tofferas much “fellowship” as some others. |
When you join the catechists wﬂ{nurpnmh.yon |!
e&mamﬁ&%wﬁm@émm
yo journey, youandenoour-
age you in your Catholic way of life.

5. A catechist is a role model.

Askyoung peoplewhotheirrole modelsorheroes |
are, and you'll get a litany of movie.and sports |
stars. While good and athletic are |
ﬁnequﬂines,youngpeolﬁlcalso of |

peoplewho n#utbpg)ultbecame |
:tuthenghtthmg.Asamochm,yougetmmodel {
behmorsyoungpeuplemghtnotlcammywhm

|
4. You will be stewardship, |
In these di nomumes,ﬁmﬂmm|

strugglingwizh rising prices and shrinking incomes.
Bungacauchutnawayofbungagoodmmrd |
by giving-a bit of your most precious resource —
your s, You mightnotbeabletodonateasmuch |
money as E uwould like, but we all have time and | |
talent to i

3. You show your own family nluei
ety
Taking time out of your life to tesch the faith

pmddliim.sibhnga
and family members that you put aflegh priority
onreligious education. You may: areteach-
ing them as much by your example as you are your
students by your lesson plan.

2. lflf..i.

holrdmmdm‘

get enthu-d about thmgs
like

ries of samts. Not to mention there’s
it when a kid “gets” one of the tenets of the
liké the Real Presence.

1. it's what we are ailled to do.
At the end of his carthly ministry, ]’suswd.!
“Go, therefore, and make di les ofall nations, |
g them in the name of the Father, and of
theSon.mdoftheHolySpm_;,gc_hjngthanm
observe all that 1 have commanded you. And
behold,lamwﬁhyounlways,unn‘ltheendnfﬁm
age” (Mt 28:19-20). By teaching the next genera-
tion about the Good News, you are your
part of the Great Commandment. it may be the
most important thing you will ever do.

Woodeene KoenlgBricker writes from Oregon.




