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May 18, 2020 

Memorial of Pope Saint John I 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

I am happy to announce that we are now just days away from reopening our two parish churches for 

public worship.  For some of us, this announcement is long overdue; for others among us, this news – 

while cause for rejoicing – also leaves us wondering if it is in our best interest to venture into a public 

space at this time.  While our churches will soon be open again, this is not to suggest that there is no 

longer a threat to our personal and public health.  Unfortunately, we have grown divided, largely along 

ideological lines, over what threat COVID-19 continues to pose to our world, our nation, our state, and 

our local communities.  After consulting with one of my personal physicians, whom I trust 

wholeheartedly, I am convinced that we must proceed in a reasonable and responsible fashion for our 

own good and the good of one another. 

 

To that extent, please know that the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains lifted in the Catholic 

dioceses of Ohio until further notice, and our Masses will continue to be livestreamed via Facebook and 

our shared website (stmaryandstmichael.org).  If you are ill, are recovering from illness, or are afraid 

because you are in a high-risk group, please remain at home.  This is a time in which we must each assess 

what are reasonable risks for ourselves and our loved ones, and the Church understands and supports us 

as we discern such important decisions with the assistance of a morally-formed conscience.   

 

As some of us return to our churches for the public celebration of the Mass, we are not returning to 

“normal,” but are instead charting a “new normal” together as the Body of Christ.  Currently, our 

churches are opening only for Masses and other sacramental rites, not for parish activities in general, 

except for administrative meetings that promote the good governance of our parishes.  As part of this 

new normal, we will not be utilizing the ministry of altar servers or choirs since we cannot provide for 

proper physical distancing in those instances.  Additionally, we will not expect greeters, lectors, ushers, 

and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion to offer their services automatically; rather, we will be 

asking these persons if they are comfortable serving our communities at this time. 
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Although Mass will be celebrated publicly at 8:30 a.m. on Monday, May 25, the first day we are permitted 

to do so, our weekly Mass schedule will return to a familiar state, albeit with a slight change on 

weekdays.  This is to accommodate a daily rotation between parish churches, as has been our custom 

throughout the suspension of public Masses. 

 

Tuesday 5:00 p.m. Saint Michael – Gibsonburg 

Wednesday 8:30 a.m. Saint Mary – Millersville 

Thursday 8:30 a.m. Saint Michael – Gibsonburg 

Friday 8:30 a.m. Saint Mary – Millersville 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. Saint Michael – Gibsonburg 

Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Saint Mary – Millersville 

11:00 a.m. Saint Michael – Gibsonburg 

 

Please note that the times for the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) will also be changed from 

before the Saturday Mass at Gibsonburg and the Sunday Mass at Millersville, as is currently the case.  

Instead, Reconciliation will be available on Tuesdays from the end of the 5:00 p.m. Mass until 6:15 p.m. at 

Saint Michael’s, and on Fridays from the end of the 8:30 a.m. Mass until 9:45 a.m. at Saint Mary’s.  

Members of both of our parishes are welcome to either time, depending upon which works best for your 

schedule or I welcome you to contact me directly, via telephone or email, if you would like to make an 

appointment for Reconciliation.   

 

If you decide that you are able and willing to join us again for Mass in-person, please note that we will 

fully comply with the guidelines issued for the Diocese of Toledo by Bishop Daniel Thomas.  To that 

extent, please note the following important instructions: 

 

1) We have designated specific entry and exit doors at both churches.  At Saint Mary’s, we kindly 

ask that you enter through the southwest doors near the parking lot; the main entrance will be 

used as an emergency exit only until further notice.  At Saint Michael’s, we kindly ask that you 

enter through the main entrance; the side doors and the northwest door (under the bell tower) 

will not be accessible except in cases of emergency. 

 

2) Entrances will be opened 30 minutes prior to the start of Mass (e.g. 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, 8:30 

a.m. and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday).  When entering, please be aware that six feet of physical 

distancing must be maintained in the vestibule (entryways of the churches).  Please wait outside 

the designated entrance or in your vehicle as the person(s) ahead of you is (are) seated.  If waiting 

outside the entrance, please maintain six feet of physical distancing.   

 

3) Upon entering either church, an ambassador will welcome you, and another will take you to an 

available seat, ensuring that we are maintaining proper physical distancing.  Only those who live 

in the same household will be able to sit together, so we kindly ask that all family members arrive 

at the same time.  Once we have reached capacity in either church, our ambassadors will then 

begin to guide worshippers to seating in the Parish Hall, where the Mass will be streamed on a 

large television, and where Holy Communion will be distributed during the Mass. 
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4) The doors to the churches will be locked when capacity has been reached or when Mass begins, 

whichever occurs first.  Anyone who is unable to come inside due to physical distancing 

requirements is invited to view the Mass on a smartphone in their cars, and to approach the 

designated entrance for the reception of Holy Communion, maintaining six feet of physical 

distance between themselves and other communicants.   

 

5) The wearing of masks at Mass is “highly encouraged” in the Diocese of Toledo.  While the 

protection a mask provides is certainly imperfect, it does serve – coupled with other best 

practices – to offer some protection for the good of others gathered for worship, and I humbly 

beg you to consider wearing one at Mass for the sake of the common good.  Although we have 

been able to procure some masks and hand sanitizer, please bring your own with you, as you are 

able, since these items are understandably difficult to obtain in quantity at this time. 

 

6) Per diocesan guidelines, “during this time the offertory procession is suspended.”  If you wish, 

you may place your collection envelope in the basket on your way into the nave (main body) of 

either church or parish hall.  You may also conveniently donate to our parishes online by 

accessing our shared website and clicking on the “Donate” button at the top right corner of our 

homepage.  Thank you very much for your continued financial support of our parishes! 

 

7) The reception of Holy Communion on the hand is “strongly encouraged” at this time.  Gloves 

may not be worn for the reception of Holy Communion, and each communicant is kindly asked 

to disinfect their hands with either their own or the provided hand sanitizer as they approach the 

minister of Holy Communion.   

 

8) As diocesan guidelines request that social gatherings be avoided before and after Masses on our 

campuses, an ambassador will invite each row to exit the building through the designated door 

at the end of Mass.  At Saint Mary’s, those seated in the church will be invited to leave through 

the south doors at the accessibility ramp.  Those seated in the basement at Saint Mary’s will be 

invited to exit via the southwest door to the parking lot.  At Saint Michael’s, the main entrance 

will be used by those seated on the Holy Family (east) side, and the northwest door (under the 

bell tower) will be used by those seated on the Sacred Heart (west) side of the church.  Those 

seated in the Saint Michael Parish Hall will be asked to exit via the hallway door (near the 

restrooms).  Please refrain from congregating in the parking lots so that we may be faithful to 

what our Bishop asks of us. 

 

As already mentioned, we will continue to livestream the celebration of Masses.  I appeal to those among 

us who are not as comfortable with technology to do what you can to get connected to your parish and 

your fellow parishioners through social media.  While it can be very intimidating, several of our 

parishioners who have barely used the internet in the past have been able to become connected and are 

now participating in daily Mass.  I expect that family members or neighbors would be happy to help you 

do the same so that you can participate in the life of our parishes at this time, and I surely hope you will. 
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I offer my deepest gratitude to the members of our Parish Leadership Team (Mike Dazley, Terri Reinhart, 

and Patti Wasserman) and Deacon Michael Bialorucki (soon to be ordained a priest of our Diocese on 

June 27), who have met with me via Zoom and consulted with me for numerous hours in order to 

prepare well to welcome you home to your parish churches for Mass.  They have served us very well, 

and will continue to do so, especially as we adapt our procedures – as necessary – in order to make them 

more reasonable and responsible after learning from the challenges of the first few weeks that many of us 

are back together. 

 

I want you to know that I am aware that some of you are not pleased about these temporary measures 

that could be interpreted as unnecessarily restrictive.  Please know that this is neither the purpose of 

these detailed guidelines nor my objective by any means.  As we come back together as a community we 

have two choices: order or chaos.  We have chosen order that will allow for us to once more worship God 

in His holy temples in a way that is reasonable, responsible, and attentive to the varied needs of the 

members of the Body of Christ. 

 

Finally, I am humbly commending our parishes to the prayerful protection not only of our Holy Patrons 

but also to the beloved Saint Francis of Assisi, who, in prayer before the beautiful San Damiano Crucifix 

that is widely-revered still today, heard the voice of the Lord say to him, “Francis, go and rebuild my 

church which, as you see, is falling down.”  That is the same task entrusted to each of us by our Risen 

Lord, dear sisters and brothers, to do our part to build up rather than tear down the Church, the People of 

God, at this critical time.  Aided by the constant intercession and unfailing help of Saint Francis, may the 

Holy Spirit move us towards the fulfillment of this daunting though doable task entrusted to us by the 

Risen Lord. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Reverend Scott S. Woods 

Pastor 


