
Financial Stewardship 
Saint Mary + Dec. 13, 2020 
Sunday Envelopes $2231.00 
Loose   $0 
Retired Religious  $855.00 
Immaculate Conception $60.00 
Christmas  $300.00 
 

Saint Michael +  Dec. 12/13, 2020 
Sunday Envelopes $2919.06 
Loose   $60.00 
Special Improvements $310.00 
Immaculate Conception $135.00 
Christmas  $960.00 
Cemetery  $185.00 
Retired Religious  $220.00 
 

 

 

Saturday, Dec. 19 Morning Prayer with Mike 

Reconciliation 

Mass— Harley Pertner+ 

Evening Prayer 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Mary Church 

Saint Michael Church 

      Scott Woods 

7:00 am 

9:00 am 

5:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

Sunday,  Dec. 20 Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass– James & Barbara Haubert, Lynn Foos+ 

Mass– For the People of Our Parishes 

Evening Prayer 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Mary Church 

Saint Michael Church 

      Scott Woods 

7:00 am 

9:00 am 

11:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Monday, Dec. 21 Morning Prayer with Mike 

Evening Prayer 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

     Scott Woods 

7:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Tuesday, Dec. 22 

 

Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass– Richard & Rose Stevens+ 

Reconciliation 

Evening Prayer 

Storytime with the Saints 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Michael Church 

Saint Michael Church 

      Scott Woods 

      Scott Woods 

7:00 am 

5:00 pm 

5:30-6:00pm 

6:00 pm 

7:00pm 

Wednesday, Dec. 23 Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass– Fr. Thomas Leyland+ 

Evening Prayer followed by a “Christmas 

Sing Along” 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Mary Church 

      Scott Woods 

7:00 am 

8:30 am 

6:00 pm 

Thursday,  Dec. 24 

Christmas Eve 

Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass–  Shannon Wellington, Daniel Mitchell+ 

Mass– Deceased of the Gerald & Mary Kay  

            Mathias Family 

Mass– Don Kirwen+ 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Michael Church 

Saint Mary Church 

 

Saint Michael Church 

7:00 am 

4:00 pm 

6:00pm 

 

8:00 pm 

Friday,  Dec. 25 

Christmas 

Mass– Holy Souls 

Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass–  Deceased Members of the Nieset and                     

Kohler families 

Saint Mary Church 

      Saint Michel-Gibsonburg 

Saint Michael Church 

Midnight 

7:00 am 

10:00 am 

Saturday, Dec. 26 Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass— Tom and Rita Haley+ 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Michael Church 

7:00 am 

5:00 pm 

Sunday,  Dec. 27 Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass– For the People of Our Parishes 

Mass– Emil Konesky+, Jake, Irma, &  

                                      Roger Haubert+ 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Mary Church 

Saint Michael Church 

7:00 am 

9:00 am 

11:00 am 

Weekly Calendar  All Masses are live-streamed on the parishes face book pages 

Staff contact information for Saint Mary (MV) and Saint Michael (GB)  
Pastor: Father Scott Woods  (MV,GB)  
 fatherscottwoods@gmail.com 419-637-3434 
Pastoral Associate: Mike Dazley  (MV,GB) dreyouth@gmail.com 
Director of Faith Formation: Patti Wasserman (MV, GB)  
 motherlove77@gmail.com  419-637-9929 
Liturgical Coordinator: Kathy Otermat (MV, GB) kotermat04@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant: Terri Reinhart (MV)  
 msmparishoffice@gmaill.com 419-638-3042 
Parish Secretary: Maria Porteous (GB) 
Bookkeeper: Nancy Patterson (GB) patterson55@outlook.com 

Saint Mary and Saint Michael’s Parish Offices will be closed between 

Christmas and New Year’s, for staff to be able to spend more time with 

their families. Have a Blessed Christmas. 



Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

On Thursday, December 17, the Church’s liturgy began to 

move our attention from preparing for the Second Coming of 

the Lord to preparing to commemorate His First Coming at 

Christmas.  That night, praying with the first of the Church’s 

‘O Antiphons” (O Wisdom), I watched the snow fall gently to 

Earth and Christmas lights twinkling beneath the white 

blanket covering the ground.  Thank God, Christmas is 

almost here, and just in time, too. 
 

As you know, our Pastoral Leadership Team (PLT) has been 

preparing for weeks for a safe, solemn celebration of 

Christmas during this most unusual of years.  Thank you so 

much for emailing and calling in to let us know of your plans 

to attend one of our five Christmas Masses.  We so look 

forward to welcoming you and yours, and beg your 

continued patience as you arrive at church and our 

ambassadors guide you to the seating we have assigned to 

you so that we are able to maximize space for those wishing 

to participate in-person at Christmas Mass this year. 
 

Since Christmas is on Friday this year, we will make our 

weekly bulletin available at Christmas Masses, and there will 

not be a new bulletin for Lord’s Day Masses on December 26-

27.  It just made sense to us to put the bulletin in folks’ hands 

at Christmas rather than waiting two days later; thanks for 

your understanding.  Also, as the parish offices will be closed 

between Christmas Eve and New Year’s Day, there will not 

be a bulletin on January 2-3 either so that our staff may enjoy 

a well-deserved Christmas nap! 
 

Thank you to those who have donated to the Christmas 

flower fund, which will help us to add to the beauty of our 

churches during this special time of year.  December 20 is the 

deadline for donating in honor or memory of someone, and 

those names will be printed in the January 9-10 bulletin. 
 

As there will not be a January 2-3 bulletin, the Mass 

intentions through January 10 will be printed in our 

Christmas bulletin.  This provides me an opportunity to 

invite you to submit intentions for the celebration of the 

Mass.  Those for whom we pray may be living or deceased.  

If they are deceased, which is most common for Mass 

intentions, please make sure we know that; if you are mailing  

December 20 + Fourth  Sunday of Advent 

317 East Madison Street, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431 
419-637-2255 gburgstmichael@woh.rr.com  

Facebook: Saint Michael - Gibsonburg  

865 State Route 635, Helena, Ohio 43435 
419-638-3042  msmparishoffice@gmail.com 

Facebook: Saint Mary - Millersville 

stMaryandstMichael.org 

 

or emailing an intention, you can simply put a cross (+) 

behind their name(s).  Typically, requestors offer a stipend 

of $10 although there is never a charge for Masses.  We are 

in particular need of intentions for weekday Masses.  I 

know that folks often request Saturdays and Sundays in 

order to be present, although I will carry your loved one to 

the altar of God with me regardless of the day of the week.  

Intentions for both parishes’ liturgies may be directed to 

Terri, please. 
 

Thank you also for picking up your 2021 offering 

envelopes in our parish halls.  I am deeply grateful and 

genuinely inspired by your continued generosity to our 

parishes during these months in which life has been turned 

upside down for all of us.  I want to offer a particular word 

of thanks to those who go above and beyond to donate 

even though they are worshipping from the safety of their 

homes due to increased susceptibility to the Coronavirus.  

Thank you for not forgetting your parish family, and know 

of my continued prayers for you and those whom you 

love. 
 

I hope the days ahead, even though likely quite different 

from past Christmases, will be a cause of joy and hope for 

us all.  And so, in the midst of our darkness that surrounds 

us, I leave you with the hopeful words of the fourth verse 

of one of my favorite Advent hymns, “People Look East.” 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 

One more light the bowl shall brim, 

Shining beyond the frosty weather, 

Bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 
 

May the Morning Star’s blessed coming bring new light 

and clarity to our darkness of heart and mind. 

 

Waiting in joyful hope with you, 

 
Very Reverend Scott S. Woods, V.F. 

Pastor 



 

Lord God, 

let your blessing come upon us 

as we illumine this tree. 

May the light and cheer it gives 

be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts. 

May all who delight in this tree 

come to the knowledge and joy of salvation. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

R/. Amen. 

The lights of the tree are then illuminated. 

The leader concludes the rite by signing himself or herself 

with the sign of the cross and saying: 

May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace and joy, now 

and forever. 

R/. Amen. 

The blessing concludes with a verse from “O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel”: 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 

our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

and death’s dark shadow put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers 

 

From the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

“Catholic Current” 
 

Virtual Christmas  

Sing Along 

In the spirit of the 

season and mindful 

that we are unable to 

do this at our 

Christmas Masses. We 

invite your family to join 

ours in a Christmas Sing Along in your home. Wednesday, 

December 23rd go to Scott Woods Facebook page at 6 pm for 

Evening Prayer, then join together in songs of the season.  

This post will be shared to the parish Facebook pages as well.  

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2020 

 

Blessing of a Christmas Tree 
 

Christmas is almost here! Have you blessed your Christmas 

tree yet?  

According to custom, the Christmas tree is set up just before 

Christmas and may remain in place until the Solemnity of 

Epiphany. The lights of the tree are illuminated after the 

prayer of blessing. 

In the home the Christmas tree may be blessed by a parent or 

another family member, in connection with the evening meal 

on the Vigil of Christmas or at another suitable time on 

Christmas Day. 

 
 

When all have gathered, a suitable song may be sung. 

The leader makes the sign of the cross, and all reply “Amen.” 

The leader may greet those present in the following words: 

Let us glorify Christ our light, who brings salvation and peace 

into our midst, now and forever. 

R/. Amen. 

In the following or similar words, the leader prepares those 

present for the blessing: 

My brothers and sisters, amidst signs and wonders Christ Jesus 

was born in Bethlehem of Judea: his birth brings joy to our 

hearts and enlightenment to our minds. With this tree, decorated 

and adorned, may we welcome Christ among us; may its lights 

guide us to the perfect light. 

One of those present or the leader reads a text of sacred 

Scripture, for example, Titus 3:4 (lines 4-7)  or Ezekiel 17:22  

(lines 22-24 4; I will plant a tender shoot on the mountain 

heights of Israel.) 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

R/. Thanks be to God. 

The intercessions are then said. The leader says: 

 

Let us ask God to send his blessing upon us and upon this 

sign of our faith in the Lord. 

R/. Lord, give light to our hearts. 

That this tree of lights may remind us of the tree of glory on 

which Christ accomplished our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord. R/. 

That the joy of Christmas may always be in our homes, let 

us pray to the Lord. R/. 

That the peace of Christ may dwell in our hearts and in the 

world, let us pray to the Lord. R/. 

After the intercessions the leader invites all present to say the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

The leader says the prayer with hands joined: 

Lord our God, 

we praise you for the light of creation: 

the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night. 

We praise you for the light of Israel: 

the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the Scriptures. 

We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: 

he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, 

who fills us with the wonder of your love. 



2021 RAFFLE 

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH 

GET YOUT TICKETS NOW! 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

Make your last minute 

shopping easy! 

 Raffle tickets make great Birthday gifts, 

Christmas gifts or stocking stuffers! 
 

Tickets are $20 each or 3 of $50  

Drawings 15th Day of the Month for $200 

(January-December 2021) 

Bonus Drawings for $500 

March 17th– September 29th-December 6th 
 

Contact  Danna Myerholtz 419-307-3438 with questions 
 

Purchase tickets for yourself or take some with you 

to sell to family or friends! If they win you receive a 

10% kick-back of the prize amount!  
 

PRE K-6th Grade: The 4th Week of Advent 
brings us to week 2 of our December Family 
Formation Packet. This week will be full of 
Christmas Activities! Two of the activities have 
handouts in your packet. One idea is to shift 
our focus away from Santa and back onto 

Jesus. Instead of writing to Santa, write a letter to Jesus! 
Look for the blue paper with an angel on it that starts out, 
Dear Jesus. In your letter you could include how you’ve 
shared your faith with others, how you have served others, 
maybe tell Jesus about sacrifices you’ve made and even list 
all your wishes for gifts.  Set this letter out on Christmas 
Eve so Santa knows how much you love Jesus. The second 
idea is to make a Morning Star ornament, the pattern is in 
your packet on white cardstock. If you choose to do this 
activity,  post a picture on our Saint Mary and Saint Michael 
Youth Facebook page or email your picture to Patti. Those 
families who have not picked up their November or 
December packet will be consider not registered for Faith 
Formation this year. Remember once you have your  family 
mission paperwork filled out, send a family picture and your 
mission statement to Patti Wasserman
(motherlove77@gmail.com).  
 

7th and 8th Grade: Confirmation Prep has begun!  
If you have not picked up a schedule or your SEARCH 
materials yet, please make arrangements with Patti to pick 
them up ASAP. SEARCH is a video series through 
FORMED.org. Students along with their parents/guardians 
will watch a 20-30 minute video each week, followed by a 
time of sharing (parents/guardians will have the participant 
guide to help them lead a discussion). Once a week, 
students will gather in small groups via ZOOM to ask 
questions and share their thoughts with Patti and/or other 
adults. Three different time slots have been set up for 
students to choose from to join a small group. Sundays at 
10:30am or 6:30pm and Wednesdays  at 6:30pm.  Whatever 
day/time you choose you will need to stay with that small 
group throughout the program.  Haven't checked 
out FORMED.org yet??  See the step by step instructions in 
the column next to this, and get signed up.   
 

 

Please remember in prayer:   

Renee Amlin, Linda Hoffman, Erin 

Estep, Emma Wasserman, Steve 

Woods and all our loved ones in 

nursing homes, or staying at 

home and not able to get out.  
If  you have a prayer request for members of either of our 

parishes please email the name to be listed to 

msmparishoffice@gmail.com.  Each name will be listed for 

one month. If you would like your name or the name of your 

loved one listed longer, kindly message the Saint Mary 

Parish Office each month.    

 

The Pines Retreat Center is offering “Get Away Days” Are 

you looking  for a respite from the pandemic, the politics, 

the news reports? Come away for a day at Our Lady of the 

Pines Retreat Center in Fremont, Ohio. Cost $13 per  

person, per day. Lunch available with advanced notice for 

an additional $10 Available Dates:  December 18, January 

6, January 18. For more information or to register, go to 

www.pinesretreatorg/retreat-offprtunitites . 

 

Dear Saint Mary Parishioners, 
 
Thanks to all who so generously gave monetary and also non-
perishable food items to the Sandusky County Foos Pantry. 
The need is so great! 
   Blessings to All! 
 
Dear Saint Mary Parish, 
Thank you so much for your tithing donation to Our Lady of 
the Pines Retreat Center. You are allowing us to continue our 
retreat ministry in a time where so many are looking for 
spiritual nourishment. It is a blessing to have you as part of 
our larger community. 
Your gift enables us to offer new and continuing opportunities 
for anyone who is seeking deeper relationships with God, self, 
others, and creation. Life has changed a lot in the last eight 
months; however, our one constant is God’s presence and 
providence. We experience that in the people, like you who 
walk with us on the journey.   Sincerely, 
   Heidi Chew Osborne, 
   Executive Director 

 
2021 Contribution Envelopes are available to 
pick up in both parish halls. We thanks you for 
your generosity to our parishes. There are also 
some 2021 Calendars available for you to pick 
up as well.  

 
There is still a little time to reserve a seat, at our Christmas 

Masses. Please make your reservation by emailing or 

calling  before 3:00pm, December 22, that will give us time 

to assign seats and  print seating charts. 

 
Want to have access to thousands of Catholic 
studies, talks, movies, short clips, children’s shows 
and music?  Get signed up with FORMED 

1. Go to formed.org/signup 
2. Select your parish by entering name, city and or zip code 

(use 43431) 
3. Register with your name and email address 
4. Check that email account for a link to being using FORMED 


