
Financial Stewardship 
Saint Mary + Jan. 24, 2021 
Sunday Envelopes  $1778.00 
Loose    $12.00 
Christmas   $50.00 
Catholic School Subsidy $20.00 
Church in Africa  $55.00 
 
Saint Michael +  Jan. 24, 2021 
Sunday Envelopes  $1593.00 
Loose    $80.00 
Special Improvements  $195.00 
Food Pantry   $10.00 
Religious Education  $65.00 
Share the Faith   $70.00 
 
 

 
“May God fill our hearts  

with love, wisdom, and joy  
and open our eyes to the wonders of life  

that surround us, in Jesus, our hope.  
Amen” 

Saturday, Jan. 30 Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass— Barb Hammer+ 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Michael Church 

7:00 am 

5:00 pm 

Sunday,  Jan. 31 Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass– For the People of Our Parishes 

Mass– Marilyn Lau+ 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Mary Church 

Saint Michael Church 

7:00 am 

9:00 am 

11:00 am 

Monday, Feb. 1 Morning Prayer with Mike 

 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

 

7:00 am 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 2 

 

Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass– Fr. Thomas Leyland+ 

Reconciliation 

Night Prayer 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Michael Church 

Saint Michael Church 

      Scott Woods 

7:00 am 

5:00 pm 

5:45-6:15pm 

8:00 pm 

Wednesday, Feb. 3 Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass– Theresa Sloma+ 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Mary Church 

7:00 am 

8:30 am 

Thursday,  Feb. 4 Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass– Frank Cosiano+ 

Evening Prayer 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Michael Church 

      Scott Woods 

7:00 am 

8:30 am 

6:00 pm 

Friday,  Feb. 5 

 

Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass–  Mary Sorg+ 

Reconciliation 

      Saint Michel-Gibsonburg 

Saint Mary Church 

Saint Mary Church 

7:00 am 

8:30 am 

9:15-9:45am 

Saturday, Feb. 6 Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass— Victoria Blessing+ 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Michael Church 

7:00 am 

5:00 pm 

Sunday,  Feb. 7 Morning Prayer with Mike 

Mass– Carolyn Davidson+ 

Mass– For the People of Our Parishes 

      Saint Michael-Gibsonburg 

Saint Mary Church 

Saint Michael Church 

7:00 am 

9:00 am 

11:00 am 

Weekly Calendar  All Masses are live-streamed on the parishes face book pages 

Staff contact information for Saint Mary (MV) and Saint Michael (GB)  
Pastor: Father Scott Woods  (MV,GB)  
 fatherscottwoods@gmail.com 
Pastoral Associate: Mike Dazley  (MV,GB) dreyouth@gmail.com 
Director of Faith Formation: Patti Wasserman (MV, GB)  
 motherlove77@gmail.com  
Liturgical Coordinator: Kathy Otermat (MV, GB) kotermat04@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant: Terri Reinhart (MV)  
 msmparishoffice@gmaill.com  
Parish Secretary: Maria Porteous (GB) gburgstmichael@woh.rr.com 
Bookkeeper: Nancy Patterson (GB) patterson55@outlook.com 

 

Want to have access to thousands of 
Catholic studies, talks, movies, 
short clips, children’s shows and 
music?   

Get signed up with FORMED 
 

1. Go to formed.org/signup 
2. Select our parishes by entering  zip code use 43431 
3. Register with your name and email address 
4. Check that email account for a link to begin using FORMED! 



Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

This Wednesday, February 3, the Church celebrates the 

Memorial of Saint Blaise, the fourth century martyr, who, while 

on his way to prison, healed a young boy with a fish bone 

stuck in his throat.  Now, we honor Blaise’s memory, in part, 

by blessing throats and asking his intercession for our good 

health.  COVID-19, of course, forces us to observe this time-

honored ritual slightly differently, though we remember that 

“life is changed not ended” (Preface I for the Dead).  Therefore, 

the blessing of throats will take the place of the final blessing at 

Masses this Wednesday and at all our Lord’s Day Masses on 

February 6-7.  I will hold blessed candles over the assembly 

and pray the prayer of blessing collectively rather than 

individually.  Next weekend we will also invite you to take a 

blessed candle home – a venerable Catholic tradition around 

Candlemas Day (February 2) – to incorporate into your 

opportunities for prayer.  Saint Blaise, bishop and martyr, pray 

for us! 

 

Ash Wednesday isn’t far behind the Memorial of Saint Blaise; it 

will be observed on February 17, and, once again, COVID-19 

dictates that we proceed with our cherished rituals slightly 

differently this year.  At the direction of the Vatican’s 

Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 

Sacraments as well as our Diocese’s Office of Divine Worship, 

we will distribute blessed ashes, as usual, though following the 

more ancient practice that is still used throughout the world, 

although not as much in the United States these days.   

 

Following the 

homily, I will ask 

God’s blessings 

upon the ashes, say 

the formula 

(“Remember that 

you are dust, and to 

dust you shall 

return.”) once, and 

then invite whoever 

would like to receive blessed ashes to come forward, at which 

time I will sprinkle them on the crown (top) of the head of each 

one without saying anything.  Please remember that Ash 

Wednesday is not a holyday of obligation, and that there is no 

obligation to receive ashes if you feel uncomfortable with this 

year’s adapted ritual.   

 

 

January 31, 2021 +  Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

317 East Madison Street, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431 
419-637-2255 gburgstmichael@woh.rr.com  

Facebook: Saint Michael - Gibsonburg  

865 State Route 635, Helena, Ohio 43435 
419-638-3042  msmparishoffice@gmail.com 

Facebook: Saint Mary - Millersville 

stMaryandstMichael.org 

With Lent quickly approaching, our Pastoral Leadership Team 

has been diligently working since the end of the Christmas 

Season to prepare well for these meaningful forty days.  And 

again, while we must develop plans that are respectful of the 

reality of the Coronavirus, I am so pleased with the many 

opportunities to come, which you’ll learn much more about 

next week.  As a preview, however, we will have weekly 

communal opportunities for almsgiving to benefit the 

vulnerable in our communities; virtual opportunities to deepen 

our understanding and share our faith; an online presentation 

by a well-known Catholic speaker, who will be tailoring this 

opportunity for our two parishes specifically; and much, much 

more.  I am so looking forward to sharing the Lenten journey 

with you, sisters and brothers! 

 

Before Lent arrives, the 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA) 

comes first.  Next weekend, I’ll have much more information 

for you about it, though this year’s theme is “Where Charity 

and Love Prevail.”  Are you singing it in your head now?  

Good, let’s also show it to be true in our lives each day! 

 

This weekend at Saint Mary’s, we are pleased to welcome the 

return of the Folk Choir’s ministry, which we have missed since 

the beginning of the Coronavirus Pandemic.  They will be 

leading us from the balcony, which allows us for proper social 

distancing in a way that their usual placement, near the 

sanctuary, just cannot afford at this time.  This is one more 

example of “life is changed not ended,” and I want to publicly 

express my thanks to Kathy Otermat, the liturgical coordinator 

for our two parishes, and Nick Foos, who is coordinating the 

Folk Choir’s ministry, for working to envision the needs and 

prepare the space for the return of these liturgical musicians.   

 

Finally, this Sunday is the second anniversary of the death of 

our former pastor, Father Christopher Bazar.  Please join me at 

our Lord’s Day Masses, in asking Almighty God to grant peace 

to his servant Chris, and comfort to all who loved him.  Eternal 

rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 

him! 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Very Reverend Scott S. Woods, V.F. 

Pastor 



Mass Assistants if you would like to serve 

in any of these ministries, please contact 

Kathy Otermat at kotermat04@gmail.com 
Saint Michael-5 pm February 6  

Ambassadors Jerry Wasserman 

  Gerry Williams 

Lector  Caitlin Dazley 

EMOHC Sue Kaemming 

 

Saint Mary- 9 am February 7 

Rosary  Jim and Betty Hoffman 

Lector  Lucas Hammer 

Communion Rae Lyn Hoepf 

Ambassadors Terri Reinhart 

  Jeanine Van Der Laar 

Count  Dave and Mary Gutschalk 

Clean  Mary Gutschalk 

 

Saint Michael -11 am February 7 

Ambassadors Cindy Hammer 

  Jimmy Wonderly 

Lector  Chris Lau 

EMOHC Marla Marsh 

Catholic Schools Week January 31-February 6.  We are grateful 

for all of our wonderful teachers and students who contribute 

so much to the life of our parishes.   

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton and Saint John Bosco  Pray for us. 
 

The Presentation of the Lord February 2, 2021.  
 

The presentation of Jesus in the temple shows him to be the 

firstborn Son who belongs to the Lord.  With Simeon and Anna, all 

Israel awaits its encounter with the Savior-the name given to this 

event in the Byzantine tradition. Jesus is recognized as the long-

expected Messiah, the "light to the nations" and the "glory of 

Israel", but also "a sign that is spoken against". The sword of 

sorrow predicted for Mary announces Christ's perfect and unique 

oblation on the cross that will impart the salvation God had 

"prepared in the presence of all peoples". (CCC, no. 529) 

 

 “We too are called to welcome Jesus who comes to meet us. To 

encounter him: the God of life is to be encountered every day of 

our lives; not now and then, but every day. To follow Jesus is not a 

decision taken once and for all, it is a daily choice.” -Pope Francis, 

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 2019 



CONFIRMATION PREP:   

Our 7th and 8th Grade students 

are continuing to meet virtually 

via Zoom to discuss and 

question what they are learning 

as we SEARCH for the meaning 

of life!   

As part of their  formation,  

opportunities to serve at 

Catholic Charities Helping Hands 

of Saint Louis in Toledo, The 

Liberty Center in Fremont and 

delivering homemade goodies to those in our 

communities  who serve us, are not available this year 

due to the pandemic.  As a way to come together as a 

class and organize some Works of Charity projects, each 

student  has been given the task of researching and 

contacting local/county charities and organizations to 

ask what their needs are during this time.  Once they 

have all the information  collected, as a class, they will 

choose five to six projects to  present to our parishes.  

The goal being a way for all of us to come together as a 

community with our prayers, fasting and almsgiving 

during the upcoming  Lenten Season. The youth from 

both of our parishes are very service oriented and love to 

help others. I can’t wait to see what projects our young 

people come up with! More details will follow in the 

coming weeks.  

 

Please remember in prayers:   

Lola Reinhart, Dee Ottney, Jamie 

Ruggiero, Mark Garner, Robert 

and Norma Vela, Renee Amlin, 

Linda Hoffman, Erin Estep, 

Emma Wasserman, Steve Woods 

and all our loved ones in nursing 

homes, or staying at home and not able to safely 

leave. 
 

If  you have a prayer request for members of either of 

our parishes please email the name to be listed (make 

sure you have the consent of the person first) to 

msmparishoffice@gmail.com.  Each name will be listed 

for one month. If you would like your name or the name 

of your loved one listed longer, kindly message the Saint 

Mary Parish Office each month.    

 

Gospel Acclamation for Sunday January 31 

 

“The people who sit in darkness  

have seen a great light; on those dwelling  

in a land overshadowed by death,  

light has arisen.” 

Matthew 4:16 
 

 

From the desk of Patti Wasserman... 
Preparation has begun for our second 

grade students to receive the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation! Families are learning 

at home as  parents are equipped with 

the knowledge and tools they need to 

teach their child about the gift of God’s 

love and infinite mercy that is available 

to us through the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. Working 

through the lessons with 

their child has helped many 

parents come to understand 

this sacrament in a new and 

deeper way themselves. As 

you can see in this picture, 

Parker was anxious to get 

started with his workbook as 

soon as Mom brought it 

home!  
 

This month, families were 

asked to "Adopt a Seminarian".  A link to the poster of 

all the Seminarians from our diocese was emailed to 

each Faith Formation Family earlier this year. Families 

were asked to pick a seminarian or rotate through the 

whole  list, praying for each seminarian during the 

coming year. I asked Father Phil Smith, Vicar of Priests 

in our diocese, for the addresses to each seminary/

college our seminarians were attending so families 

could write letters, send cards or have little ones draw 

pictures to let our future priests know we are thinking 

of them and praying for them in our homes. The 

Seminarian poster hangs in the narthex of both of our 

parishes, I invite all parishioners to pick a seminarian 

to pray for and correspond with throughout the year. 

Together, may we support all the future priests of our 

diocese...even those young men sitting in our pews 

today! 

Sacred Heart Major Seminary 

2701 Chicago Blvd. 

Detroit, MI 48206 
 

Mount St. Mary's Seminary of the West  

6616 Beechmont Ave  

Cincinnati, OH 45230 
 

Pontifical North American College 

Via del Gianicolo, 14  

00165 Roma RM, Italy  


