
Contact information for Saint Mary (MV) and Saint Michael (GB)  

Pastor: Father Scott Woods  (MV,GB) swoods@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Pastoral Associate:  Deacon Mike Dazley  (MV,GB) mdazley@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Director of Faith Formation: Patti Wasserman (MV,GB)  

    pwasserman@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Liturgical Coordinator: Kathy Otermat (MV, GB) kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Administrative Assistant: Terri Reinhart (MV) treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org  

Parish Secretary: Maria Porteous (GB) mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Bookkeeper: Nancy Patterson (GB) npatterson@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Senior Status Deacons: Deacon George Miller, Deacon Rene Gonzalez 

MV Office Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. 9:30am-2:30pm 419-638-3042 

GB Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Fri., 9:30am-2:00pm 419-637-2255 

 

Financial Stewardship 
Saint Mary June 19, 2022           Saint Michael  June 18-19, 2022      

Sunday       $2236.00  Sunday         $2727.25 

Loose       $174.00  Loose         $144.00 

Holy Land      $5.00  Special Improv.        $145.00 

     Cemetery        $130.00 

     Peter Pence        $5.00 

     Religious Ed        $200.00 

ACA goal $11,326   $11,735.00  ACA goal $12,959     $10,655.48 

 
FORMED  Picks for the Week  

Short Answers to Big Questions 
There are nine different videos that are 

suggested for you on Formed about St. Peter 

and St. Paul. Take some time to get to know 

more about these great Saints.  
 

 

Want something good for the kids to watch? 

Check out Catholic Heroes of the Faith. There 

are three different episodes to choose from, 

each about 30 minutes long.  

 

Haven’t subscribed to FORMED yet?  There is 

no cost to you!  Visit formed.org/signup, put 

43431 as your zip code, register with your name and an email address, then 

check that email account for a link to begin using FORMED today! 

 

OLPRC Annual Fundraiser* 
On Friday July 8, from 5-8 p.m., we are hosting a family-
friendly barbecue with fun for all ages. Big Burl’s BBQ 

truck will be here serving dinner, there will be live music, 
free yard games and face painting for the kids (as well as 

the adults who are still kids at heart!), a cornhole 
tournament, cash bar, and of course warm comradery. Tours of the retreat 

house will be available and the gift shop will be open. You will also have the 
opportunity to view an ‘updated’ bedroom as well as donate to our ‘Refresh 

the House’ campaign. More info at pinesretreat.org/fundraiser 

 

Intercessions from: June 26, 2022 Give Us This Day 
 

God of salvation, you know us and we belong to you.  

We rejoice in Jesus and pray: Hear us, O God. 

Increase our desire for you, our appreciation for diversity, and our 

compassion toward one another and the poor. Hear us, O God. 

Support the good zeal of the newly baptized and confirmed. Hear us, O God. 

Attune your Church to the ways in which young people experience the call of 

the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

SATURDAY, June 25     

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:00 pm- Mass Leonard Reino+  

  @ GB Church 
 

SUNDAY, June 26    

7:00 am- Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

9:00 am– Mass Living and Deceased of the Vernon 

  and Helen Durst Family 

  @ MV Church 

11:00am– Mass For the People of our Parishes  

  @ GB Church 
 

MONDAY, June 27     

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 
   

TUESDAY, June 28    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:00 pm– Mass Annie Wellons (graduate) 

  @ GB Church 
 

WEDNESAY, June 29    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am-  Mass  Katherine Ellis+, Jim Steinmetz+ 

  @ MV Church 
 

THURSDAY, June 30     

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Fr. Ray Fisher+,  

  Sydney Harrison (graduate)

  @ GB Church 
    

FRIDAY, July 1  First Friday   

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Ambrose & Dolores Haubert+, 

  Louis Smith+ 

  @ MV Church 

 Exposition after Mass until 10:15am 
 

SATURDAY, July 2     

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:00 pm- Mass For the People of Our Parishes+  

  @ GB Church 
 

SUNDAY, July 3    

7:00 am- Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

9:00 am– Mass Jim & Genniel Steinmetz+ 

  @ MV Church 

11:00am– Mass Fr. Gregory Hite+, Stephen Hess+  

  @ GB Church 

 
  

MV=Saint Mary GB=Saint Michael 

 

Facebook page:  

Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 
 

Flocknote: text MVGB to 84576 

http://pinesretreat.org/fundraiser


 

June 26,  2022   

Thirteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

 

Connected as the Body of Christ,  

we reverence the presence of God  in each person 

and nurture disciples at every age,  

to live the Gospel with Christian charity and zeal. 

Saint Mary Catholic Church 
865 State Route 635, Helena, Ohio 43435 

419-638-3042  treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael Catholic Church 
312 East Yeasting Street, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431 

419-637-2255 mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

stMaryandstMicheal.org 
Facebook: Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

As I work on my final bulletin article in between retreat sessions at this year’s Priests’ Convocation, it’s set against the backdrop 

of brother priests offering congratulations on my new assignment and asking me if I’m ready.  My customary response to the 

first part of the question is, “Thanks, I think, ‘Congratulations,’ is the right word.”  But in these final days of my pastorate at 

Saint Mary and Saint Michael, “Congratulations” just doesn’t feel quite right because in accepting their good wishes as I prepare 

to go to Saint Jerome and All Saints, I also feel sadness over leaving our parishes – over leaving you. 
 

What does feel right, however, is my wholehearted response to the second part of their question about being ready, to which I 

say, “I’m not at all nervous; I can do this,” and I say that, in part, because of you.  I’ve come so far – we’ve come so far since I 

arrived on July 2, 2018.  I didn’t know how to be a pastor; I knew how to be “pastoral,” though as I’ve shared with you many 

times before, and as we know only too well, not every priest is made to be a pastor.  And so, the Bishop appointed me to be your 

pastor, but you helped me become a pastor.   
 

Looking back, reflecting on all that’s happened to me, to us, to our nation, and to our world, it’s hard to believe it’s only been 

four years!  We grieved for Fr. Chris; you loved me through my Mom’s unexpected death and my Dad’s declining health; we 

navigated a global pandemic and its impact on our parishes; we renovated a rectory, relocated parish offices, remodeled an 

office building, obtained more reliable and cost effective internet service, installed an integrated phone system between our 

campuses; we participated in the pilot phase of the Diocese of Toledo’s “Living Christ” Capital Campaign, giving hope to other 

parishes while working together to fund necessary projects; we built a bathroom, a Reconciliation Room (confessional), and 

finally replaced a defunct air conditioning system on one campus, while educating, consulting, and preparing to renew a 

worship space and the parish as a whole on the other campus.  We proclaimed the Word, broke Bread, and became Bread 

broken and blessed whose very lives have announced that Life-giving Word to our family and friends, our neighbors and  

co-workers. 
 

You know that when Bishop Thomas asked me to come here, he explained that he was sending me to bring healing, stability, 

and administration to our parishes.  I believe I’ve been obedient to our Bishop and cooperative with the unfailing grace of 

Almighty God.  However, I’m also aware of my failings, and I humbly ask your forgiveness where my personality and my 

human weakness have been a barrier between you and Christ rather than the bridge that Pope Saint John Paul II envisions in his 

encyclical letter on priestly formation, Pastores Dabo Vobis (I Will Give You Shepherds).   
 

Emerging from the Coronavirus Pandemic, I claimed meaningful words from Preface I for the Dead, often prayed at Funeral 

Masses, as a sort of personal motto.  You’ve heard me say these words over and over: “Indeed for your faithful, Lord, life is 

changed not ended….”  So it is as one pastor leaves and another arrives, but Christ the High Priest, in whose one priesthood we 

are privileged to share remains.  Please take good care of Fr. Thomas; how blest we are – as parishes and as a Diocese – by his 

charity.  And now, I hear the words of one of the Monks of Saint Meinrad echoing in my mind: “Just shut up and say thank 

you.”  Yes, thank you, dear sisters and brothers.  And as Saint Benedict concludes his Holy Rule for his monks, so I conclude 

now, “…May Christ bring us all together to everlasting life” (72:12).   
 

Lovingly asking the intercession of Holy Mary and the protection of the Archangel Michael for you and yours, I am 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Very Reverend Scott S. Woods, V.F. 

Pastor 



 

Mass Assistants if you would like to serve in any of these 

ministries, please contact Kathy Otermat at 

kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael–  Saturday, July 2, 5:00pm 
Ambassadors  Jerry Wasserman 

    

Server   Volunteer 

Lector   Patti Wasserman 

EMOHC   Deb Kirwen 
 

Saint Mary– Sunday, July 3, 9:00 am 

Rosary   Jim and Betty Hoffman 

Server   Cassidy Foos 

   Aiden Foos 

Cantor   Maria Reinhart 

Lector   Jessica Scherger 

Communion  Connie Hiser 

   Lucas Hammer 

Ambassadors  Nick Foos 

   Tracy Foos 

Count   Dave and Mary Gutschalk 

Clean   Jeff and Erin Foos 
 

Saint Michael— Sunday, July 3,  11:00 am 

Ambassadors  Dave Estep 

   Erin Estep 

Server   Evie Estep 

Lector   Cindy Hammer 

EMOHC   Chris Lau 

 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Baptism - Please contact Dcn. Mike for information and to 
schedule, which for first-time parents includes an orientation to 
the Sacrament.   
 

Confirmation - The normative time for Confirmation in the 
Diocese of Toledo is eighth grade.  Please contact Patti 
Wasserman for more information.  
 

Reconciliation - Fr. Scott is available after Tuesday Mass until 
6:00pm, and after Friday Mass until 9:45am (or later, if 
penitents remain past those times). Confessions are also heard 
after the morning Mass on First Saturdays, or by appointment.  
 

Anointing of the Sick - Please contact Fr. Scott if you or a 
family member are critically ill, preparing for surgery, or are of 
advanced age and in need of this Sacrament.  In case of an 
emergency outside of office hours, please press '8' when 
prompted by the automated phone system. This Sacrament can 
be received many times throughout one’s life, and is not 
reserved for end of life only.  
 

Matrimony - Please contact either parish office at least six 
months before you hope to marry, and know that a wedding 
date cannot be set until a couple’s freedom to marry has been 
determined in consultation with Fr. Scott or Dcn. Mike. 
Annulments, when necessary, may require 18-24 months to 
resolve.  
 

Holy Orders - Please contact Fr. Scott or Dcn. Mike if you feel 
the Lord may be inviting you to a vocation to the priesthood, the 
diaconate, or religious life. 
 

Holy Communion for the Homebound - Please contact either 
parish office if you are unable to come to Mass and would like 
to receive Holy Communion in your home or care facility. 

Please remember in prayer: Andrew Mickens, 

Bernard Lehmann, Jean Obenauer, Deanna 

Wagner,  Ron Davis,  Mary Reineck, Rosie Neeb, 

Michelle Schaser, Loren LaVoy,   Sister Maria 

Miguel, Virginia, Larry and Mary Ann Elchert, 

Christi Holman,  Steve Woods and all our loved 

ones in nursing homes, or staying at home and not able to safely 

leave.  If  you have a prayer request for members of either of our 

parishes please email the name to be listed (make sure you have the 

consent of the person first) to msmparishoffice@gmail.com.  Each name 

will be listed for one month. If you would like your name or the name of 

your loved one listed longer, kindly message the Saint Mary Parish Office 

each month. 
   

Baptismal Prep  Baptismal Prep classes will be held 

on the following dates for parents and godparents as 

they prepare for the Sacrament of Baptism for their 

children. Classes will begin at 12:30 PM and should 

last about an hour. These classes are required for 

those parents asking the Church to Baptize their child. 

Please call either Parish office and register for these 

classes. The dates and locations are:  July 10 at Saint Michael, 

August 14 at Saint Mary. 
 

The Retrouvaille Program is for married couples facing 
difficult challenges in their relationship. Retrouvaille offers 
tools needed to rediscover a loving marriage. Tens of 
thousands of struggling marriages headed for cold, unloving 
relationships or divorce have successfully overcome their 
marriage problems by attending the program, which begins 
with a Weekend Experience that is followed by a series of 
follow-up sessions to help keep your healing on track and 
further develop the tools learned. 

• A Marriage program that helps couples restore their 
marriage and rebuild a loving relationship. 
• A Christian marriage program, Catholic in origin, 
where couples of all faiths or no faith background are 
encouraged to attend. 
• Primarily a practical program to improve 
communication, build stronger marriages, and help 
couples reconnect. 

• Presenters are not trained marriage counselors, but 
rather couples sharing their personal stories of marital 
struggles and the tools they used to rediscover their 
love. 

The Northwest Ohio Chapter is offering a weekend on July 
15-17, 2022 in Tiffin. Register at https://
helpourmarriage.org.  

 

 

Drumming for Jesus  

Thursday June 30th - 6:30-8:00pm.  

@ Saint Michael Parish Center 

All are welcome! Bring a friend! 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=helpourmarriage.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9oZWxwb3VybWFycmlhZ2Uub3Jn&i=NjA4MmRlNjY0Nzk3MjI0N2FjZDY4ZmQ4&t=eWROTHAxN0FNMjVnaHk3a2FXdFJ0b3Vod0JPOVBOMVIxWFJDTWcyUTZXND0=&h=45582939136d4c3cbb1cd31eddae74bd
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=helpourmarriage.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9oZWxwb3VybWFycmlhZ2Uub3Jn&i=NjA4MmRlNjY0Nzk3MjI0N2FjZDY4ZmQ4&t=eWROTHAxN0FNMjVnaHk3a2FXdFJ0b3Vod0JPOVBOMVIxWFJDTWcyUTZXND0=&h=45582939136d4c3cbb1cd31eddae74bd


he does not have parts, or that He does not sin (more on these  

in a later article), but we can’t know without Faith that God is 

a Trinity, for example. And even with Faith, this truth doesn’t 

fully make sense to us. That’s why we must have Faith that 

God is telling us the truth. Fortunately, since God doesn’t lie, 

we can know that He is telling us the truth. 2) Our own 

intellects are weak. Even when given the right information, 

we as humans don’t always come to the right conclusion. 

Thus, God tells us things so that we can know them to be true 

without worrying about our own ability to be wrong. 3) 

Because of how many things you have to know to get to 

any knowledge of God. To get to some truths about God 

through reason, you often have to have knowledge of history, 

science, philosophy and many other fields of truth. It is not 

impossible; the pagan philosopher Aristotle, for example, was 

able to come to many basic truths about God. But that isn’t a 

fair expectation of every person. So God reveals things so 

that every person can have access to knowledge about Him. 

4) Some people’s constitutions are unfitted to 

understanding God through reason, or 5) They are too 

busy to do theology. This isn’t referring to governmental 

articles, of course. Rather, some people are just not “built” for 

philosophy or theology, or have work and other concerns 

(like raising a family) that keep them from doing so. But God 

still wants to reach them, so he reveals things to us that even 

people who aren’t “theology people.” Thus, God actually asks 

us to use Faith because He loves us, and wants us to know 

Him as best as possible.  

But isn’t Theology Opposed to Science? 

Actually, no. Theology and Science ALSO can’t contradict, 

since truth can’t contradict truth. But the way scientists 

interpret scientific results CAN contradict truth since, as was 

mentioned earlier, our reasoning can be mistaken. So, 

anytime that it looks like science and theology are in 

contradiction, there are a few things to remember: 1) there is 

good reason to believe in Faith; if God tells us something we 

should believe it, and there are good reasons to believe that 

God has given us truths through Faith. 2) Scientists aren’t 

always right. In fact, Science is often wrong in the way that it 

explains things. Science is getting better all the time about 

interpreting reality, but there are many things we don’t know, 

and many of the scientific beliefs we had even 100 years ago 

are different now, and will likely be different again as we get 

more data. Finally, 3) we may not understand the precepts of 

Faith as well as we think we do. Before we ever come to the 

conclusion that Faith and science are in conflict, we should 

do more research to see what Faith actually says.  

Faith and reason often seem at conflict, but Thomas Aquinas 

argued that really they are both powerful tools to reach the 

truth. If we abandon either, we are removing ourselves from 

truth, which is never a good idea. A good Catholic does not 

need to be afraid to have Faith OR to try to find the truth on 

his or her own. Rather, he or she should use BOTH to 

understand the world around us.  

    Alex Speildenner 

From the desk of Patti Wasserman… 

 

I will be out of the office until July 1st.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our cardboard has arrived! 
We need to build a ship, a galley, a Photo Booth, and any 
other sea adventure items we can come up with for our 
Discovery Mission!  Do you like to  design, paint and set up 
the props? What about planning and acting in the daily skit? 
Are you musically talented or like to dance? If you are saying 
YES! To any of these questions come on Saint Michael Parish 
Center on Tuesday July 5th any time between 1pm-5pm to 
start building our set for our Discovery Mission VBS!   

 

Jesus and Java 
Every Thursday This Summer! 

For  all High School Youth 
We’ll start with 8:30a.m. Mass 
@ Saint Michael, then head to 
the Parish Center to Brew up 
some coffee or smoothies if 

that’s what you prefer.  
Come when you can!  

 

 

An Introduction to St. Thomas Aquinas - Pt. 2 

 What is the relationship between Faith and reason? 

Getting the wrong answer can lead someone to serious 

problems. On one hand, it is definitely a mistake to think that 

someone ONLY needs Faith; that they should believe ONLY 

what the Bible teaches. This is not because the Bible is wrong; 

far from it. But if we avoid using our own reason, we are 

intentionally removing our ability to know many important 

things. We also need to use our reason to understand that we 

should use Faith! But it is also a mistake to only use reason. If 

God is telling us things through His word and His Church, then 

we should listen and learn as much as is possible. Thus, the 

right attitude is use both Faith AND Reason. Because they both 

lead us to truth, the teachings that we receive from Faith and 

the things we learn from reason cannot actually be 

contradictory. Instead, as Thomistic scholar Fr. Dominic 

Legge, O.P. points out, if a teaching of Faith and our reason 

seem to contradict, either we misunderstand the teaching of 

Faith, or our reasoning is faulty in some way.  

So Why Do We Need Faith? 

In Super Boetium de Trinitate, Q. III, a. 1, Thomas Aquinas 

gives five reasons that God tells us things by Faith rather than 

simply allowing us to understand them from reason. 1) The 

truths are too hard for us to understand on our own. 

Aquinas says that, by nature, we can’t even really know what 

God is; we can only know what He is not. So we can know that  


