
Contact information for Saint Mary (MV) and Saint Michael (GB)  

Pastor: Father Thomas Varghese (MV,GB) tvarghese@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Pastoral Associate:  Deacon Mike Dazley  (MV,GB) mdazley@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Director of Faith Formation: Patti Wasserman (MV,GB)  

    pwasserman@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Liturgical Coordinator: Kathy Otermat (MV, GB) kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Administrative Assistant: Terri Reinhart (MV) treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org  

Parish Secretary: Maria Porteous (GB) mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Bookkeeper: Nancy Patterson (GB) npatterson@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Senior Status Deacons: Deacon George Miller, Deacon Rene Gonzalez 

MV Office Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. 9:30am-2:30pm 419-638-3042 

GB Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Fri., 9:30am-2:00pm 419-637-2255 

 

Financial Stewardship 
Saint Mary June 26, 2022           Saint Michael  June 25-26, 2022      

Sunday       $2594.00  Sunday         $2629.00 

Loose       $290.00  Loose         $186.00 

Peter’s Pence      $250.00  Special Improv.        $105.00 

     Cemetery        $5.00 

     Peter Pence        $145.00 

     Ascension        $20.00 

     Food Pantry        $205.00 

ACA goal $11,326   $11,935.00  ACA goal $12,959     $10,655.48 

 
FORMED  Picks for the Week  

The Story of Father Kapaun  
Servant of God Emil Kapaun is the most 

decorated Chaplain in United States history. 

Growing up among the farming communities of 

central Kansas, after ordination Kapaun felt 

called to serve both God and country in the United 

States Army. This down-to-earth priest served as 

an Army Chaplain both at the end of World War II, 

and most notably on the battlefields and in the prison camps of Korea, making a 

name for himself with his fearless attitude and undying commitment to his men. This 

film features interviews with two of Kapaun's fellow Prisoners of War, as well as 

footage from his 2013 Medal of Honor Ceremony  
 

 

Want something good for the kids to watch? 

Check out Catholic Heroes of the Faith. There 

are three different episodes to choose from, 

each about 30 minutes long.  

 

Haven’t subscribed to FORMED yet?  There is 

no cost to you!  Visit formed.org/signup, put 43431 as your zip code, register 

with your name and an email address, then check that email account for a 

link to begin using FORMED today! 
 

OLPRC Annual Fundraiser 
On Friday July 8, from 5-8 p.m., we are hosting a family-
friendly barbecue with fun for all ages. Big Burl’s BBQ 

truck will be here serving dinner, there will be live music, 
free yard games and face painting for the kids (as well as 

the adults who are still kids at heart!), a cornhole 
tournament, cash bar, and of course warm comradery. 
Tours of the retreat house will be available and the gift 

shop will be open. You will also have the opportunity to view an ‘updated’ 
bedroom as well as donate to our ‘Refresh the House’ campaign. More info 

at pinesretreat.org/fundraiser 

 
Saint Mary and Saint Michael parish offices will be closed Monday, July 4th. 

Also, Saint Mary Parish office will be closed Friday July 8th. 

Sorry for any inconvenience.  

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

SATURDAY, July 2     

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:00 pm- Mass For the People of Our Parishes+  

  @ GB Church 
 

SUNDAY, July 3    

7:00 am- Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

9:00 am– Mass Jim & Genniel Steinmetz+ 

  @ MV Church 

11:00am– Mass Fr. Gregory Hite+, Stephen Hess+  

  @ GB Church 
 

MONDAY, July 4     

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 
   

TUESDAY, July 5    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:00 pm– Mass  Ron Underwood+ 

  Alex Sandoval (graduate) 

  @ GB Church 
 

WEDNESAY, July 6    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am-  Mass  Trevor Mathias (graduate) 

  @ MV Church 
 

THURSDAY, July 7     

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Carmen Jaso+ 

  Harry Teeple+, Judy Detzel+ 

  @ GB Church 
    

FRIDAY, July 8     

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:00 pm– Rehearsal @ MV Church 

8:30 am– Mass Garrett Schowchow (graduate) 

  @ MV Church 
 

SATURDAY, July 9     

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

2:00 pm– Wedding @ MV, Reinhart/Smith 

4:00pm– Exposition @ GB Church 

5:00 pm- Mass Harley & Georgia Pertner+,  

  Lola Wellington+  

  @ GB Church 
 

SUNDAY, July 10    

7:00 am- Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

9:00 am– Mass For the People of Our Parishes 

  @ MV Church 

11:00am– Mass Ila Rose Griffin+  

  @ GB Church 

 
  

MV=Saint Mary GB=Saint Michael 

Facebook page:  

Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 

http://pinesretreat.org/fundraiser


 

July 3,  2022   

Fourteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

 

Connected as the Body of Christ,  

we reverence the presence of God  in each person 

and nurture disciples at every age,  

to live the Gospel with Christian charity and zeal. 

Saint Mary Catholic Church 
865 State Route 635, Helena, Ohio 43435 

419-638-3042  treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael Catholic Church 
312 East Yeasting Street, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431 

419-637-2255 mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

stMaryandstMicheal.org 
Facebook: Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 

 

USCCB Statement on U.S. Supreme Court Ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson 
June 24, 2022  - Public Affairs Office 
 

WASHINGTON - In response to the Supreme Court of the United States issuing its ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 

Organization, Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and 

Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life Activities issued the following 

statement: 

“This is a historic day in the life of our country, one that stirs our thoughts, emotions and prayers. For nearly fifty years, 

America has enforced an unjust law that has permitted some to decide whether others can live or die; this policy has resulted 

in the deaths of tens of millions of preborn children, generations that were denied the right to even be born. 

“America was founded on the truth that all men and women are created equal, with God-given rights to life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness. This truth was grievously denied by the U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade ruling, which legalized and 

normalized the taking of innocent human life. We thank God today that the Court has now overturned this decision. We 

pray that our elected officials will now enact laws and policies that promote and protect the most vulnerable among us. 

“Our first thoughts are with the little ones whose lives have been taken since 1973. We mourn their loss, and we entrust their 

souls to God, who loved them from before all ages and who will love them for all eternity. Our hearts are also with every 

woman and man who has suffered grievously from abortion; we pray for their healing, and we pledge our continued 

compassion and support. As a Church, we need to serve those who face difficult pregnancies and surround them with 

love.     

“Today’s decision is also the fruit of the prayers, sacrifices, and advocacy of countless ordinary Americans from every walk 

of life. Over these long years, millions of our fellow citizens have worked together peacefully to educate and persuade their 

neighbors about the injustice of abortion, to offer care and counseling to women, and to work for alternatives to abortion, 

including adoption, foster care, and public policies that truly support families. We share their joy today and we are grateful 

to them. Their work for the cause of life reflects all that is good in our democracy, and the pro-life movement deserves to be 

numbered among the great movements for social change and civil rights in our nation’s history.  

“Now is the time to begin the work of building a post-Roe America. It is a time for healing wounds and repairing social 

divisions; it is a time for reasoned reflection and civil dialogue, and for coming together to build a society and economy that 

supports marriages and families, and where every woman has the support and resources she needs to bring her child into 

this world in love. 

“As religious leaders, we pledge ourselves to continue our service to God’s great plan of love for the human person, and to 

work with our fellow citizens to fulfill America’s promise to guarantee the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 

for all people.” 
 

Media Contact: 

Chieko Noguchi 202-541-3200 

 
 

If you or someone you know is facing a pregnancy and needs 

some help, please contact Heartbeat Hope Medical Fremont at 

419-334-9079 or Tiffin 419-447-8681 Heartbeat provides 

physical, emotional, and spiritual assistance in a warm and 

caring environment that is judgment free. Please reach out and 

help support Heartbeat’s good work, and to pray for all 

Pregnancy Centers. 

Are you or someone you know hurting from a past abortion? 

Contact Project Rachel for confidential help in starting your 

healing journey. God’s mercy is abundant and waiting for 

you. 419-260-5811 – kpakka@toledodiocese.org – 

www.hopeafterabortion.com 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/statement-standing-with-moms-031522.pdf
mailto:media-relations@usccb.org
mailto:kpakka@toledodiocese.org
http://www.hopeafterabortion.com


 

Mass Assistants if you would like to serve in any of these 

ministries, please contact Kathy Otermat at 

kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael–  Saturday, July 9, 5:00pm 
Ambassadors  Jerry Wasserman 

    

Server   Volunteer 

Lector   Patti Wasserman 

EMOHC   Deb Kirwen 
 

Saint Mary– Sunday, July 10, 9:00 am 

Rosary   Pat Miller 

Server   Carlie Foos 

    

Cantor   Joe Rich 

Lector   Andy Rich 

Communion  Rae Lyn Hoepf 

   Roger Wasserman 

Ambassadors  Jeff Foos 

   Erin Foos 

Count   Greg and Barb Lehman 

Clean   Mary Gutschalk 
 

Saint Michael— Sunday, July 10,  11:00 am 

Ambassadors  Volunteers 

    

Server   Andrew Spieldenner 

Lector   Cindy Hammer 

EMOHC   Verna Konesky 

 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Baptism - Please contact Dcn. Mike for information and to 
schedule, which for first-time parents includes an orientation to 
the Sacrament.   
 

Confirmation - The normative time for Confirmation in the 
Diocese of Toledo is eighth grade.  Please contact Patti 
Wasserman for more information.  
 

Reconciliation - Fr. Thomas is available after Tuesday Mass 
until 6:00pm, and after Friday Mass until 9:45am (or later, if 
penitents remain past those times). Confessions are also heard 
after the morning Mass on First Saturdays, or by appointment.  
 

Anointing of the Sick - Please contact Fr. Thomas if you or a 
family member are critically ill, preparing for surgery, or are of 
advanced age and in need of this Sacrament.  In case of an 
emergency outside of office hours, please press '8' when 
prompted by the automated phone system. This Sacrament can 
be received many times throughout one’s life, and is not 
reserved for end of life only.  
 

Matrimony - Please contact either parish office at least six 
months before you hope to marry, and know that a wedding 
date cannot be set until a couple’s freedom to marry has been 
determined in consultation with Fr. Thomas or Dcn. Mike. 
Annulments, when necessary, may require 18-24 months to 
resolve.  
 

Holy Orders - Please contact Fr. Thomas or Dcn. Mike if you 
feel the Lord may be inviting you to a vocation to the 
priesthood, the diaconate, or religious life. 
 

Holy Communion for the Homebound - Please contact either 
parish office if you are unable to come to Mass and would like 
to receive Holy Communion in your home or care facility. 

Please remember in prayer: Andrew Mickens, 

Bernard Lehmann, Jean Obenauer, Deanna 

Wagner,  Ron Davis,  Mary Reineck, Rosie Neeb, 

Michelle Schaser, Loren LaVoy,   Sister Maria 

Miguel, Virginia, Larry and Mary Ann Elchert, 

Christi Holman,  Steve Woods and all our loved 

ones in nursing homes, or staying at home and not able to safely 

leave.  If  you have a prayer request for members of either of our 

parishes please email the name to be listed (make sure you have the 

consent of the person first) to msmparishoffice@gmail.com.  Each 

name will be listed for one month. If you would like your name or the 

name of your loved one listed longer, kindly message the Saint Mary 

Parish Office each month. 
   

The Retrouvaille Program is for married couples facing 

difficult challenges in their relationship. Retrouvaille offers 

tools needed to rediscover a loving marriage. Tens of 

thousands of struggling marriages headed for cold, unloving 

relationships or divorce have successfully overcome their 

marriage problems by attending the program, which begins 

with a Weekend Experience that is followed by a series of 

follow-up sessions to help keep your healing on track and 

further develop the tools learned. 

• A Marriage program that helps couples restore their 

marriage and rebuild a loving relationship. 

• A Christian marriage program, Catholic in origin, 

where couples of all faiths or no faith background are 

encouraged to attend. 

• Primarily a practical program to improve 

communication, build stronger marriages, and help 

couples reconnect. 

• Presenters are not trained marriage counselors, but 

rather couples sharing their personal stories of marital 

struggles and the tools they used to rediscover their love. 

The Northwest Ohio Chapter is offering a weekend on July 15-

17, 2022 in Tiffin. Register at https://helpourmarriage.org.  

 

Drumming for Jesus  

Thursday July 7th - 6:30-8:00pm.  

@ Saint Michael Parish Center  

All are welcome! Bring a friend! 

 

Dear Members of St. Michael Parish, 
Thank you for the generous donation to the Gibsonburg 
Area Food Pantry. Your kindness and helpfulness is very much 
appreciated. 
   Gratefully yours, 
   Gibsonburg Area Ministerial Assn. 

  
 

Special Thanks for all of your 

prayers. Thank you to the 

wonderful ladies of the Church for 

the funeral luncheon. A very special thank you to Father Ted 

and to Johnny Rodriguez for the beautiful Mass and music. 

    The family of James Kerrigan II 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=helpourmarriage.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9oZWxwb3VybWFycmlhZ2Uub3Jn&i=NjA4MmRlNjY0Nzk3MjI0N2FjZDY4ZmQ4&t=eWROTHAxN0FNMjVnaHk3a2FXdFJ0b3Vod0JPOVBOMVIxWFJDTWcyUTZXND0=&h=45582939136d4c3cbb1cd31eddae74bd


backbiting. Sadly, I know I contributed to this situation. One 

night, I was praying in our Jesuit community chapel. I was hurt, 

confused, and exhausted. A red candle burned in the dark 

chapel, honoring the Eucharist which was kept in a small 

tabernacle behind the altar. I would often go in for a short holy 

hour (holy twenty minutes?) before going to bed. That night I 

could feel the raw sorrow inside of me. All I could do was offer it 

to the Lord; I was offering my heart, which was not a pretty sight. 

I did sense that the Lord was receptive. He did want me to offer 

all of myself to him once again. And then, for a moment, just for 

a moment, like that little red candle, it was as if a ray of light 

shone from the Eucharist upon my heart. I knelt for another 

minute, thanked Him, and then settled into the grim reality of 

waking up and returning to that same brick building the next day. 

 

My assignment didn’t change overnight. But my attitude did. 

When I arrived the next day, everyone was not a saint (nor was I). 

I did start listening more and talking less. I complained less and 

asked God more, “What do You want me to do right now?” I took 

a new approach, in him. This, my friends, is the Divine Heart 

Doctor at work. 

 

He promises to perform this “heart surgery” upon us. The Lord 

says, “I will give you a new heart, a new spirit I will put within you. 

I will remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of 

flesh” (Ezk. 36:26). Every sin wounds us. Every sin scars my 

heart. I am wounded by others’ sins. And my own sin wounds 

them and me. It’s as if I wield a spear, sharpened at both ends. If 

I hurt you, I hurt me too. These scars harden my heart, and 

deaden my response to sin. “Oh, well. Who cares? What can you 

do?” Worst of all, each sin is a sin against God. God is my Father. 

He is Love; the Son of God pours out his love for me on the cross 

and at every Mass. Jesus is the Divine Physician. He is the 

eternal “Heart Doctor,” binding my wounds, healing me, and 

uniting me to himself. 

“I will give you a new heart, a new spirit I will put 

within you. I will remove your heart of stone and 

give you a heart of flesh”  Ezekiel 36:26 

Yet he goes further still. Jesus offers His Heart to us. Through the 

mystic and saint, Margaret Mary Alacoque, we see, “He asked 

me for my heart, which I begged Him to take. He did so and 

placed it in His own Adorable Heart… and withdrawing it as a 

burning flame in the form of a heart,” he places his Heart within 

hers (from her autobiography). How is this possible? No man 

could physically do this! True; no ordinary man could. Jesus is no 

ordinary man. He is Son of the eternal Father, born of Mary. 

Jesus desires to love others through us. 

 

We all need a spiritual transfusion. These have been grueling 

months of illness, isolation, lockdowns, and mask wars. He 

wants to renew us from within by sharing his Body and Blood 

with us. Some of us need heart surgery or a heart transplant. We 

celebrate this Heart of Jesus in a special way on the Solemnity of 

the Sacred Heart. It occurs a few days after the feast of Corpus 

Christi. That’s no coincidence, for these feasts are intrinsically 

linked. Jesus has a beating Heart and he gives us His Body and 

Blood. This is the Risen Lord who still bears the wounds of the 

cross on his Body– on his hands and on his feet and in his Heart. 

Let us approach this Divine Heart Doctor with hearts open to his 

love and mercy. 

 

Fr. Joe Laramie S.J. is the National Director of the Apostleship of 

Prayer, the Pope’s Prayer Network. He is a National Eucharistic 

Preacher for the Eucharistic Revival.  

popesprayerusa.net @popesprayerusa 

joelaramiesj.com @JoeLaramieSJ 

From the desk of Patti Wasserman… 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our cardboard has arrived! We need to build a ship, a galley, 
a Photo Booth, and any other sea adventure items we can 
come up with for our Discovery Mission!  Do you like to  
design, paint and set up the props? What about planning and 
acting in the daily skit? Are you musically talented or like to 
dance? If you are saying YES! To any of these questions 
come to Saint Michael Parish Center on Tuesday July 5th 
any time between 1pm-7pm to start building our set for our 
Discovery Mission VBS!   

 

Jesus and Java 
Every Thursday This Summer! 

For  all High School Youth 
We’ll start with 8:30a.m. Mass @ 
Saint Michael, then head to the 
Parish Center to Brew up some 

coffee or smoothies if  
that’s what you prefer.  
Come when you can!  

 

 

Body and Blood, Heart and Soul  
Imagine this scene: You are in a terrible accident and an 

ambulance rushes you to the hospital. Wheeled inside, you are in 

pain, confused, with bright lights shining in your face. And you hear 

this conversation above you: 

 

- It’s bad, Doctor, very bad. 

     - What does she need? 

- She’s lost a lot of blood. She’ll need a pint, maybe two at least. 

     - With my blood type, I’m a universal donor. I can donate. 

- Doctor, that’s generous. But is this wise? Also, she sustained 

violent trauma to her heart. 

     - Ok. I’m a trained heart surgeon. I can do the surgery.  

- Are you sure? 

     - It can be hard to see with the wounds, but this is my daughter. 

- Doctor, it’s very serious. She may need a heart transplant. 

     - I know. I’ll give her my heart. 

What doctor would give his own blood to a patient? 

And how could a father donate his heart to his child? 

 

This is the very mystery we celebrate in the Eucharist. Jesus gives 

us his Body and Blood at every Mass. He allows his Body and 

Blood to mingle with our bodies and our blood. He seeks to renew 

us from within. He is truly the universal donor, pouring out his life 

and love for us at every Mass. As he hangs upon the cross, we see 

the soldier’s lance piercing his Sacred Heart; from his Heart flows 

blood and water, images of the sacraments of the Church [see 

John 19:34]. Water cleanses us from sin in baptism. The Blood of 

Christ fills the chalice at every Mass. He invites us to receive him in 

communion. It’s a kind of “spiritual blood transfusion,” drawing us 

more deeply into his faith, his hope, and his love. 

 

I recall an assignment I had a few years ago. There was a lot of 

tension and dysfunction in the Catholic Jesuit institution where I 

was working. This included public arguments, infighting, and  

http://popesprayerusa.net/
https://www.joelaramiesj.com/

