
Contact information for Saint Mary (MV) and Saint Michael (GB)  

Pastor: Father Thomas Varghese (MV,GB) tvarghese@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Pastoral Associate:  Deacon Mike Dazley  (MV,GB) mdazley@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Director of Faith Formation: Patti Wasserman (MV,GB)  

    pwasserman@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Liturgical Coordinator: Kathy Otermat (MV, GB) kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Administrative Assistant: Terri Reinhart (MV) treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org  

Parish Secretary: Maria Porteous (GB) mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Bookkeeper: Nancy Patterson (GB) npatterson@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Senior Status Deacons: Deacon George Miller, Deacon Rene Gonzalez 

MV Office Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. 9:30am-2:30pm 419-638-3042 

GB Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Fri., 9:30am-2:00pm 419-637-2255 

 

Financial Stewardship 
Saint Mary July 17, 2022           Saint Michael  July 16-17, 2022      

Sunday       $2585.00  Sunday         $2330.15 

Loose       $69.25  Loose         $217.00 

     Special Improv.        $25.00 

     Food Pantry        $20.00 

     Religious Ed.        $145.00 

ACA goal $11,326   $11,935.00  ACA goal $12,959     $10,655.48 

 
FORMED  Picks for the Week  

The Faithful Traveler in the Holy Land TV 

series (6 episodes), explores sacred 

sites throughout Israel & Palestine, 

including Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jericho, 

Jerusalem, the dead Sea…  It’s a great 

way to plan for or even remember you 

own pilgrimage to the Holy Land! 
 

Looking ahead July 25 is the feast of St. James, Apostle, and July 26is the 

feast of Sts. Joachim & Anne, Parents of Our Lady. There are shows or audio 

shows on each of these saints on  Formed.  
 

Haven’t subscribed to FORMED yet?  There is no cost to you!  Visit 

formed.org/signup, put 43431 as your zip code, register with your name and 

an email address, then check that email account for a link to begin using 

FORMED today! 

 
Corpus Christi began a three-year 
National Eucharistic Revival in the 
United States. The first year is a 
diocesan year. The second year 
(beginning June 2023) will be the parish 
year. Bishop Daniel Thomas has 
designated Pat Oedy-Murray as the Diocesan Point-Person along with a team 
of individuals from across the Diocese. Please get involved! Sign up to be a 
prayer partner at eucharisticrevival.org/get-involved. You can also visit 
toledodiocese.org/eucharist to stay updated on the latest information.  

 
The Basilica & National Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation, Carey, Ohio invites 

you to come and pray during the Novena of Our Lady, August 6-14 at 8 pm 

(Sunday 2:00 pm). Fr. Richard Kaley, OFM Conv., will be the Novena 

preacher. Join us on this journey of faith, hope and healing. For more 

information call 419-396-7107 or look us up at www.olcshrine.com. 

 

Give Us This Day sign up sheets are in the back of each church.  
Please sign if you would like to continue to receive Give Us This Day or if you 

like to start receiving Give Us This Day. If you are getting it now and do not 

wish to get it anymore let us know that as well.  

We need to order by August 9th, so don’t be left out, for a year subscription.  

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

SATURDAY, July 23    

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:00 pm- Mass For the People of Our Parishes 

  @ GB Church 
 

SUNDAY, July 24     

7:00 am- Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

9:00 am– Mass Jim & Genniel Steinmetz+ 

  @ MV Church 

11:00am– Mass Richard Widman+,  

  Frank LaSalvia+@ GB  

5:30-8:00pm– VBS for MV & GB 

  @ GB Parish Center 
 

MONDAY, July 25    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:30-8:00pm– VBS for MV & GB 

  @ GB Parish Center 
   

TUESDAY, July 26    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:00 pm– Mass  Leonard Reino+@ GB Church 

5:30-8:00pm– VBS for MV & GB 

  @GB Parish Center 
 

WEDNESAY, July 27    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am-  Mass  Louis Smith+ @ MV Church 

5:30-8:00pm– VBS for MV & GB 

  @ GB Parish Center 
 

THURSDAY, July 28     

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Tina DiFonso French+ 

  @ GB Church 

5:30-8:00pm– VBS for MV & GB 

  @GB Parish Center 
    

FRIDAY, July 29     

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Pete Schalk+ @ MV Church 
 

SATURDAY, July 30    

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:00 pm- Mass Barb Hammer+, Helen Reineck+ 

  @ GB Church 
 

SUNDAY, July 31     

7:00 am- Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

9:00 am– Mass For the People of Our Parishes 

  @ MV Church 

11:00am– Mass Jacob Lewandowski+  

  @ GB Church 

 
  

MV=Saint Mary GB=Saint Michael 

Facebook page:  

Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 

http://www.eucharisticrevival.org/get-involved
http://toledodiocese.org/eucharist
http://www.olcshrine.com/


 

July 24,  2022   

Seventeenth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 

 

Connected as the Body of Christ,  

we reverence the presence of God  in each person 

and nurture disciples at every age,  

to live the Gospel with Christian charity and zeal. 

Saint Mary Catholic Church 
865 State Route 635, Helena, Ohio 43435 

419-638-3042  treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael Catholic Church 
312 East Yeasting Street, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431 

419-637-2255 mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

stMaryandstMicheal.org 
Facebook: Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 

Natural Family Planning Awareness week is July 24-30, 2022 

Celebrating the Richness of Church Teaching  - by Janet E. Smith 

 The Church’s teaching on contraception is not just a doctrine that states what not to do. Many people would benefit 

from knowing that it is a doctrine that explains how extraordinarily important is the act of having children. On reason that 

modern culture has trouble understanding the truth of Humanae Vitae is that it fails to appreciate what a profound good 

children are. It is true that most parents love their beyond belief and frequently even acknowledge that they are great gifts 

from God. Many parents will testify that when they held their baby for the first time, they experience a rush of love matched 

by little else. 

 But they do not always realize that in having children they are “co-creators” with God. This is not a term used by 

Humanae Vitae; it is a term used by John Paul II in his writing. Humanae Vitae does speak of “extremely important mission of 

transmitting human life” that God has entrusted to spouses. A human life is of inestimable value; a human soul is destined 

to share a blissful eternity with God, the angels and saints. Only God can create a new human soul but he needs the help of 

human beings to bring forth a new person. When engaging in sexual intercourse spouses are inviting God to perform his 

creative act of bringing a new human soul into existence: they supply the sperm and egg: God provides the soul. He then 

entrust that soul to the parents to guide and educate and ultimately to help get them to heaven. 

  Our culture does not really focus on helping people to realize that some day they will likely be parents and how 

tremendously important a task that is. We do not often think that we should be spending much of our youth preparing for 

the responsibilities of being parents. Contraception enables us to think of sexual intercourse as a casual and to some extent as 

an insignificant act rather than an act that can change the universe-for the coming to be of new human being truly changes 

the universe. Someone who did not exist before comes into existence and will remain in existence forever. 

 If people were conscious of the extreme significance of the sexual act, they could not possibly be as cavalier about it 

as they now are. They would choose their spouses verry very carefully– and use as a foremost criterion the suitability of that 

person to be parent. Those who succeed in marrying someone who will be a good parent– someone who is patient, generous, 

responsible, kind, other directed, and reliable also are nearly guaranteed to get a terrific spouse– for who wouldn’t want a 

spouse with those virtues? Our sexually out of control culture and divorce culture has led 68% of children born in the U.S. to 

being born out of wedlock or born into households that will fragment through divorce. One our of four pregnancies is 

aborted. 

 Those who understand the Church’s teaching on sexuality know that to a great extent it is shaped by a concern for 

the well-being of any children who may result from acts of sexual intercourse. Children born into families where their 

parents are sexually self controlled, where they are faithful, stable, and desirous of children are predictably much better off 

than those born to single parents, to the unfaithful, to those open to divorce ore divorced. The Church’s teaching is also 

shaped by a knowledge that those who become parents generally become much better people; they need to develop quite a 

set of virtues in order to be good parents. Those virtues also help them be good spouses, good co-workers, good citizens. 

Those who use natural family planning to plan their family size develop the virtues needed to be good parents; they develop 

sexual self-control and patience and generosity– and they almost never divorce. 

 Catholics who have not heard a defense of the Church’s teaching on contraception might be surprised how rich and 

full of common sense it is. 
 

Nationally know speaker and author, Janet E. Smith, PhD, teaches at Sacred Heart Seminary in the Archdiocese of Detroit. Many of Dr. Smith’s talks 

treating the Church’s teachings on human sexuality are available in a series called “Sexual Common Sense.” Contact: 1-888-765-9269; or visit, 

www.mychatholicfaith.org.  



 

Mass Assistants if you would like to serve in any of these 

ministries, please contact Kathy Otermat at 

kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael–  Saturday, July 30, 5:00pm 
Ambassadors  Volunteer 

    

Server   Volunteer 

Lector   Deb Dazley 

EMOHC   Gerry Williams 
 

Saint Mary– Sunday, July 31, 9:00 am 

Rosary   Dave & Mary Gutschalk 

Server   Cassidy Foos 

    

Cantor   Maria Reinhart 

Lector   Sally Wilhelm 

Communion  June Rich 

   Bill Ochs 

Ambassadors  Nick Foos 

   Tracy Foos 

Count   Harold & Eileen Foos 

Clean   Jeff & Erin Foos 
 

Saint Michael— Sunday, July 31,  11:00 am 

Ambassadors  Dave Estep 

    

Server   Evie Estep 

Lector   Cindy Hammer 

EMOHC   Verna Konesky 

 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Baptism - Please contact Dcn. Mike for information and to 
schedule, which for first-time parents includes an orientation to 
the Sacrament.   
 

Confirmation - The normative time for Confirmation in the 
Diocese of Toledo is eighth grade.  Please contact Patti 
Wasserman for more information.  
 

Reconciliation - Fr. Thomas is available after Tuesday Mass 
until 6:00pm, and after Friday Mass until 9:45am (or later, if 
penitents remain past those times). Confessions are also heard 
after the morning Mass on First Saturdays, or by appointment.  
 

Anointing of the Sick - Please contact Fr. Thomas if you or a 
family member are critically ill, preparing for surgery, or are of 
advanced age and in need of this Sacrament.  In case of an 
emergency outside of office hours, please press '8' when 
prompted by the automated phone system. This Sacrament can 
be received many times throughout one’s life, and is not 
reserved for end of life only.  
 

Matrimony - Please contact either parish office at least six 
months before you hope to marry, and know that a wedding 
date cannot be set until a couple’s freedom to marry has been 
determined in consultation with Fr. Thomas or Dcn. Mike. 
Annulments, when necessary, may require 18-24 months to 
resolve.  
 

Holy Orders - Please contact Fr. Thomas or Dcn. Mike if you 
feel the Lord may be inviting you to a vocation to the 
priesthood, the diaconate, or religious life. 
 

Holy Communion for the Homebound - Please contact either 
parish office if you are unable to come to Mass and would like 
to receive Holy Communion in your home or care facility. 

Please remember in prayer: Andrew Mickens, 

Bernard Lehmann, Jean Obenauer, Deanna 

Wagner,  Ron Davis,  Mary Reineck, Rosie Neeb, 

Michelle Schaser, Loren LaVoy,   Sister Maria 

Miguel, Virginia, Larry and Mary Ann Elchert, 

Christi Holman,  Steve Woods and all our loved 

ones in nursing homes, or staying at home and not 

able to safely leave.  If  you have a prayer request for members of 

either of our parishes please email the name to be listed (make sure 

you have the consent of the person f irst)  to 

msmparishoffice@gmail.com.  Each name will be listed for one month. 

If you would like your name or the name of your loved one listed longer, 

kindly message the Saint Mary Parish Office each month. 

   
Baptismal Prep  

Baptismal Prep classes will be held on the following 

dates for parents and godparents as they prepare for 

the Sacrament of Baptism for their children. 

Classes will begin at 12:30 PM and should last about 

an hour. These classes are required for those parents 

asking the Church to Baptize their child. Please call 

either Parish office and register for these classes. The dates and 

locations are:   August 14—Saint Mary, September 11-Saint Michael 

 

No Drumming for Jesus  this week 

Thursday July 28st—vacation Bible School will be 

happening in ,Saint Michael Parish Center  
 

Shiloh Church’s Hope Fest - July 29, 2022  
at White Star Barn,  CR 65 Gibsonburg Ohio 

Come enjoy a Classic Car Cruise In:   
from 4pm - 6pm 
From Nashville: 

The Frye Family Band will perform at 6pm 
Jimmy G’s food Truck, Fundae Sundae Ice Cream Truck  

available as well. 
Bring your lawn chair and  enjoy fun and fellowship. 

 
The Blessing Box at Saint Michael’s is getting emptied quite 

regularly. If you would like to donate, non perishable items, or 

even dish soap and or shampoo, they are items that would be 

appreciated. Leave donations in the back of either church, 

marked Blessing Box. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Tony Picciuto’s 100th Birthday  
will be July 28th let us shower him with 
Birthday Cards, for his birthday, and let him 
know how much he is loved, with his life of 
beautiful witness of love, and service.   
Mail to: Tony Picciuto, 517 W. Stone St.,  
Gibsonburg, OH 43431 
 
St. Lawrence/St. Michael Cemetery will have it’s blacktop 

sealed Monday, July 25, so please allow the seal to dry and 

stay off of it July 25 and 26th. Thank you for supporting the 

up keep of the cemetery. 

 

Rosary Altar Society will have a meeting Wednesday August 
10th, at 6:30 pm in MV hall. Please plan to come. 



must have put the big bang into motion, and that we call 
God.  
Proof 2: The Argument from Causality 

 Change is also a chain of cause and effect, and 
everything we see around us is an effect from another cause. 
There cannot be an infinite change of cause and effect 
because then there is no actual source to the chain, so there 
must be some uncaused cause to the universe, and this cause 
is God. This proof is also supported by the big bang for 
similar reasons.  

 An important point here is that sometimes people 
will ask “well who caused God?” But this is fundamentally 
missing the point. This argument is actually saying that there 
must be something that causes everything else that is not 
itself caused, otherwise it seems impossible that anything 
could have begun being caused. This thing is God. 
Proof 3: The Argument from Contingency 

 Things come into being and leave being all the time. 
Forms arrange matter to create beings, and then those beings 
eventually collapse. Furthermore, we see that the universe 
has not always existed according to contemporary physics. 
But if anything at one time did not exist, then it is not what 
is called a necessary being, meaning it had to exist by its 
nature. These non-necessary beings are called contingent 
beings, and everything in the world around us is contingent. 
But contingent beings cannot make themselves exist; they 
would have to exist to be able to make themselves exist, but 
they don’t, so they can’t! Therefore, there must be a non-
contingent being, a necessary being, to create contingent 
beings, at least at the beginning. This is God.  
Proof 4: The Argument from Degrees 

Whenever we describe a thing as being “more” or 
“less” something, we are describing it as relative to a 
maximum, or a “full” that thing, so to speak. Thus when we 
describe something as being “good,” we mean that it 
partakes in goodness to some degree. But this means that 
there must be some maximally good being. And this being is 
God. 
Proof 5: The Argument from Design 

 Scientifically, when we look at the universe around 
us we see precision and design to a degree that defies 
randomness. When there is a design, there must be a 
designer. There must be a source for the information that 
organizes the universe, or at least the probability strongly 
supports the existence of a source for that information. This 
source is God.  
But wait, is that really God?  

 In the following writing, Aquinas goes on to show 
that, actually, when we get to these initial descriptions of 
God (unmoved mover, uncaused cause, etc.) it allows us to 
understand more about God, and then shows us how we get 
to God being all-good, all-knowing, all-powerful, etc. It’s a 
conversation that is too large to include here, but you can 
read more about it (and the rest of the Summa) for free on 
newadvent.com.  

 In any case, St. Thomas Aquinas has lent a 
tremendous amount of wisdom and understanding to the 
Church, and is a shining example that Faith can be 
eminently reasonable.  

 St. Thomas Aquinas, Pray for us.  

    Alex Spieldenner 

From the desk of Patti Wasserman… 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

This is it!! The weekend Vocation Bible School starts! 
Get ready for a high seas adventure as we learn 

how God calls each of us to a special vocation.  We 
will learn about Marriage, the Priesthood, Religious 

Life as a brother or Sister, and Single Life! At the 
end of our adventure God will sends us out on a 
Mission of LOVE! Watch for Photos next week! 

 

Jesus and Java 
Every Thursday This Summer! 

Gather at 8:30a.m. Mass @ Saint 
Michael, then we will head to the 

Parish Center  for coffee or  a 
smoothie ,, who knows make a 

snack too! 
 
 

The youth are once again 
collecting jewelry (necklaces, 
bracelets, rings etc.) to 
resale. We will have a spot in 
the Flea Market at SCRAP in 
this fall Friday, September 
2nd through Sunday 
September 4th. Contact Patti 
if you are willing to help! We 
need people to sort and bag 

the jewelry and work the booth. Profits will be used to help 
fund  youth activities! Please drop donations off to parish 
office, THANK YOU! 

 

 

An Introduction to St. Thomas Aquinas - Pt. 5 

 For the last part of this introduction to the thought of 
St. Thomas Aquinas, I am going to introduce perhaps the most 
popular of St. Thomas’ contributions in contemporary 
Catholic thought. It is his five ways to prove the existence of 
God, also known simply as the “five ways.” These proofs can 
be found in the Summa Theologiae, Part 1, Question 2, 
Article 3.  
Proof 1: The Argument from Motion 

 Remember when I said that things exist in a perpetual 
state of becoming? Well Aquinas pointed out that when things 
change, they are always changed by something outside of 
themselves. A ball rolls because someone pushes it, our 
bodies move because our soul directs it, etc. Furthermore, a 
thing is moved from potentiality to actuality by a thing that is 
already actual; fore example, wood is set on fire by something 
already hot enough to set it on fire. If a thing is moving, it is 
because at some point something else moved it. Now if 
nothing can originally move itself or change without 
something already actual, then if you go all the way to the 
source of motion itself, there must be something that is not 
itself moving and yet moves all other things (at least 
originally). This unmoved mover is God. Interestingly 
enough, this proof is supported by the scientific idea of the big 
bang: prior to the big bang, nothing was in motion; something  


