
Contact information for Saint Mary (MV) and Saint Michael (GB)  

Pastor: Father Thomas Varghese (MV,GB) tvarghese@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Pastoral Associate:  Deacon Mike Dazley  (MV,GB) mdazley@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Director of Faith Formation: Patti Wasserman (MV,GB)  

    pwasserman@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Liturgical Coordinator: Kathy Otermat (MV, GB) kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Administrative Assistant: Terri Reinhart (MV) treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org  

Parish Secretary: Maria Porteous (GB) mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Bookkeeper: Nancy Patterson (GB) npatterson@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Senior Status Deacons: Deacon George Miller, Deacon Rene Gonzalez 

MV Office Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. 9:30am-2:30pm 419-638-3042 

GB Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Fri., 9:30am-2:00pm 419-637-2255 

 

Financial Stewardship 
Saint Mary Aug. 7, 2022           Saint Michael  Aug. 6-7, 2022      

Sunday       $2728.00  Sunday         $2612.67 

Loose       $51.00  Loose         $155.00 

     Special Improv.        $245.00 

     Cemetery        $110.00 

     Rel. Ed.         $20.00 

     Food Pantry        $20.00 

     Assumption        $15.00 

     Holy Father        $20.00 

ACA goal $11,326   $11,935.00  ACA goal $12,959     $10,725.48 

 
FORMED  Picks for the Week  

This epic feature film on the lives of St. Clare 
and St. Francis of Assisi was shot on location 
in Italy by the Italian film company Lux Vide, 
the producers of Saint Rita, Pope John Paul II, 
and St. John Bosco. This outstanding movie is 
unique among films about St. Francis because 
of the historical accuracy of the story and its 

authentic spirit of joy and piety so characteristic of Francis, as well as the major 
role played by Clare, who is given equal stature with him. The two leads are 
played by very appealing performers, Mary Petruolo and Ettore Bassi, who give 
genuinely inspiring and beautifully moving performances of the daughter of a 
patrician family and the son of a rich merchant who leave everything to follow 
Christ. Francis renounces his inheritance of wealth to live the Gospel and serve 
the poor and outcasts. Clare reads deep into his heart and decides to follow him, 
leaving her home and family to give herself as a bride of Christ. Both found 
major religious orders, and together they inspire many to follow their radical call 
to live the Gospel. Their impact has reached across the centuries to change the 
world. 

 

Haven’t subscribed to FORMED yet?  There is no cost to you!  Visit 

formed.org/signup, put 43431 as your zip code, register with your name and 

an email address, then check that email account for a link to begin using 

FORMED today! 
 

Monday, August 15 is  

the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

We will start this Holy Day with a Rosary at 8am at 

Saint Mary, then have Mass at 8:30 am. For those that 

would be able to stay, come downstairs after Mass for 

some food and fellowship.  

 
 

Father Thomas is very thankful for your prayers for him. 
 

Let us continue to pray for Father Thomas and  

all our Priests’, health in body mind and spirit.  

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

SATURDAY, August 13     

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:00 pm- Mass Leonard Reino+ @ GB Church 
 

SUNDAY, August 14    

7:00 am- Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:00 am– Exposition (no rosary) @ MV 

8-8:45am– Reconciliation @ MV 

9:00 am– Mass For the People of Our Parishes 

  @ MV Church 

11:00am– Mass Fr. Fed Nietfeld+  

  @ GB Church 
 

MONDAY, August 15    

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:00 am– Rosary @ MV Church 

8:30 am– Mass Fr. Ray Fisher+ @ MV Church 

9:30 am– Light Breakfast @ MV Hall 
 

TUESDAY, August 16    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

4:00 pm– Exposition @ GB Church 

4:45pm– Benediction @ GB Church 

5:00 pm– Mass  Helen Reineck+ @ GB Church 
 

WEDNESAY, August 17    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am-  Mass  Living and Deceased of the Vernon 

  & Helen Durst Family  

  @ MV Church 
 

THURSDAY, August 18     

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Anna Elchert+ @ GB Church 
    

FRIDAY, August 19    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Souls in Purgatory @ MV Church 
 

SATURDAY, August 20     

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

2:00 pm– Wedding  Wagner/Kreglow  

  @ GB Church 

5:00 pm- Mass Scott and Paula Pertner  

  50th Wedding Anniversary  

  @ GB Church 
 

SUNDAY, August 21    

7:00 am- Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

9:00 am– Mass Carolyn Davidson+, Deceased of the 

James and Barbara Haubert Family@ MV Church 

11:00am– Mass For the People of Our Parishes  

  @ GB Church 
  

MV=Saint Mary GB=Saint Michael 

Facebook page:  

Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 



 

August 14,  2022   

Twentieth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 

 

Connected as the Body of Christ,  

we reverence the presence of God  in each person 

and nurture disciples at every age,  

to live the Gospel with Christian charity and zeal. 

Saint Mary Catholic Church 
865 State Route 635, Helena, Ohio 43435 

419-638-3042  treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael Catholic Church 
312 East Yeasting Street, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431 

419-637-2255 mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

stMaryandstMicheal.org 
Facebook: Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 

Jesus Fire Must Be My Own 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Luke 12: 49-53. I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing! 
 

Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke 12: 49-53. 
Jesus said to his disciples: "I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing! There is a baptism with 
which I must be baptised, and how great is my anguish until it is accomplished! Do you think that I have come to establish peace on 
the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. From now on a household of five will be divided, three against two and two against 
three; a father will be divided against his son and a son against his father, a mother against her daughter and a daughter against her 
mother, a mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law." 
Luke 12:49-53 
 
Introductory Prayer: 
Father, I place myself in your presence. I firmly believe in you and love you with all my heart. I entrust myself completely to your 
merciful but demanding ways, knowing that you only seek to lead me home to heaven. 
 
Petition: 
Lord, help me to ignite awareness of your love all around me. 
 
1. The Spark That Must Become a Blaze: 
Jesus' intensity and passion break out in radical expression in today's Gospel. He yearns for a divine conflagration in the hearts of his 
disciples. Jesus endured a true baptism of immersion, steeped in the pain of Golgotha, precisely so that our own baptism would not be 
a mere ceremony. Rather he wanted our baptism to be a holy spark of divine life that, with care and formation, would become a 
growing flame of authentic Christian holiness. Indeed, let us fan that flame and never allow external pressures, or our own 
mediocrity, to extinguish it. 
 
2. Peace, at Any Price? 
Jesus corrects a misperception in some of his listeners. Some no doubt expected him to usher in the messianic peace, when the lion 
would lie down with the lamb (see Isaiah 11:6-9). No, the time for that peace will be at history's end, when God's Kingdom is 
established in all its fullness. Till then, Christianity will often find itself in conflict with the powers of the world. We want to be 
considered nice people, yet our convictions will at times bring us conflict. May the spark of our soul be a strong-enough flame to 
accept those moments and avoid the cheap peace of acquiescing with the world. 
 
3. Put Up Your Dukes? 
Should Catholics be people spoiling for a fight? Not if they want to be good Catholics! Those who love fighting and arguing may 
very well find themselves in divided households, but not for the reasons Jesus really means. Courtesy, gentleness, and the finer details 
of charity should characterize the person who wants to be like Christ. These kinds of people seek to unite, not divide. When they are 
dividers, it is because they have to be. They know when the point arrives that if they bend any further, they'll break where flexibility 
would degenerate into infidelity. There are tough, sad moments when being faithful to Christ means a head-on collision in a very 
important relationship, such as the ones Jesus mentions. But when it's a question of where our first loyalty lies, there is no debate. 
Christ must come first. 
 
Conversation with Christ: 
Lord, you are the center of my life. I thank you for my family and pray that I will never be a stumbling block for their faith. Give me 
the wisdom to know when to speak and when to remain silent. Help me, so that I will never compromise the Gospel, nor needlessly 
alienate those whom you have sent me to serve. 
 
Resolution: 
I will strive to set a good spiritual example for my family and will invite someone who has strayed to consider coming back. 
 

Author: catholic.net | Source: catholic.net  
  
 



 

Mass Assistants if you would like to serve in any of these 

ministries, please contact Kathy Otermat at 

kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael–  Saturday, August 20, 5:00pm 
Ambassadors  Jerry Wasserman 

    

Server   Volunteer 

Lector   Dee Jones 

EMOHC   Patti Wasserman 
 

Saint Mary– Sunday, August 21, 9:00 am 

Rosary   Pat Miller 

Server   Maria Reinhart 

 

Cantor   Rae Lyn Hoepf 

Lector   Deb Streacker 

Communion  Lucas Hammer 

   Connie Hiser 

Ambassadors  Jeanine Van Der Laar 

   Terri Reinhart 

Count   Neil & Wanda Hoffman 

Clean   Volunteers 
 

Saint Michael— Sunday, August 21,  11:00 am 

Ambassadors  Volunteers 

    

Server   Andrew Spieldenner 

Lector   Cindy Hammer 

EMOHC   Chris Lau 

 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Baptism - Please contact Dcn. Mike for information and to 
schedule, which for first-time parents includes an orientation to 
the Sacrament.   
 

Confirmation - The normative time for Confirmation in the 
Diocese of Toledo is eighth grade.  Please contact Patti 
Wasserman for more information.  
 

Reconciliation - Fr. Thomas is available after Tuesday Mass 
until 6:00pm, and after Friday Mass until 9:45am (or later, if 
penitents remain past those times). Confessions are also heard 
after the morning Mass on First Saturdays, or by appointment.  
 

Anointing of the Sick - Please contact Fr. Thomas if you or a 
family member are critically ill, preparing for surgery, or are of 
advanced age and in need of this Sacrament.  In case of an 
emergency outside of office hours, please press '8' when 
prompted by the automated phone system. This Sacrament can 
be received many times throughout one’s life, and is not 
reserved for end of life only.  
 

Matrimony - Please contact either parish office at least six 
months before you hope to marry, and know that a wedding 
date cannot be set until a couple’s freedom to marry has been 
determined in consultation with Fr. Thomas or Dcn. Mike. 
Annulments, when necessary, may require 18-24 months to 
resolve.  
 

Holy Orders - Please contact Fr. Thomas or Dcn. Mike if you 
feel the Lord may be inviting you to a vocation to the 
priesthood, the diaconate, or religious life. 
 

Holy Communion for the Homebound - Please contact either 
parish office if you are unable to come to Mass and would like 
to receive Holy Communion in your home or care facility. 

Please remember in prayer: Walt Reinbolt, Tom 

Hoffman, Stephanie Foos, Andrew Mickens, 

Bernard Lehmann, Jean Obenauer, Deanna Wagner,  

Ron Davis,  Mary Reineck, Rosie Neeb, Michelle 

Schaser, Loren LaVoy,   Sister Maria Miguel, 

Virginia, Larry and Mary Ann Elchert, Christi 

Holman,  Steve Woods and all our loved ones in nursing homes, or 

staying at home and not able to safely leave.  If  you have a prayer 

request for members of either of our parishes please email the name 

to be listed (make sure you have the consent of the person first) to 

msmparishoffice@gmail.com.  Each name will be listed for one month. 

If you would like your name or the name of your loved one listed longer, 

kindly message the Saint Mary Parish Office each month. 

   
Baptismal Prep  

Baptismal Prep classes will be held on the following 

dates for parents and godparents as they prepare for 

the Sacrament of Baptism for their children. 

Classes will begin at 12:30 PM and should last about 

an hour. These classes are required for those parents 

asking the Church to Baptize their child. Please call 

either Parish office and register for these classes. The dates and 

locations are:   August 14—Saint Mary, September 11-Saint Michael 

 

Drumming for Jesus 

Thursday August 18—6:30pm-8:00pm 

@ Saint Michael Parish Center 

All are Welcome! Bring a friend! 

 
THANK YOU to all who 

supported the St. Mary  
4-H Club car wash last Sunday. 

With your generous 
contributions we can purchase 
fair passes for all our members, 
as well as improve our financial 
situation so we can continue to 

help build the Kingdom of God by encouraging strong, 
responsible youth in our Community.   

Please know that we are praying for all of you.  
Thank you and God Bless You, 

St. Mary 4-H 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are looking to get Faith Formation starting back up in 

October. Please prayerfully consider helping teach or assist 

with the Faith Formation program. There are many materials 

to help you with the task of coming along side the families to 

pass on the faith. Contact Patti Wasserman at 

pwasserman@stmaryandstmichael.org or by  

calling 419-637-2255 with your interest. 
 



Traveling Vocation Bears Program 
 

Fostering vocations is essential for a 
strong and vibrant Church. Vocations 
are nurtured and encouraged 
primarily in the home but with the 
encouragement and support from 
the entire parish community.  This 
year at VBS we learned that by our 
Baptism each one of us became a 
child of God and was given a unique 
and wonderful gift of faith and a 
“vocation”, a calling from God to 
follow Him in holiness in a special 

way. Most will marry, some will remain single but several 
are being called to live out their lives of holiness as a 
priest, deacon, or as a religious sister or brother. God has 
not stopped calling, but the noise of the secular world has 
made it difficult for our children to hear and answer Jesus’ 
invitation “come to me.”  
Today we as a parish are being invited to become a part of 
a new program being initiated in many parishes 
throughout the country. Some parishes are passing a 
Chalice or Cross around to families, however we are 
calling it our Traveling Vocation Bears Program. This 
program provides an opportunity for families to pray for 
Vocations at home and teaches young children to 
appreciate the value of the Priesthood and Consecrated 
Life. The program is very easy to carry out. On the first 
Sunday of the month, a family will receive the Vocation 
Bears and a prayer binder which includes a “journal” to 
write about their experience if they wish. In taking the 
bears, families/parishioners commit themselves to pray 
during the week in the name of our parishes for 
vocations. A sign up sheet will be available for families/
parishioners to sign up and volunteer their participation.  
agree to receive the Vocations Bears, take them home 
and pray for Vocations for one week. At the end of the 
week, bring the Vocations Bears back for the next family/
parishioner that has signed up. It is our hope that this 
experience will encourage each of us to take seriously our 
vocation as a member of the Body of Christ and 
encourage ALL of us to pray for the gift of vocations to 
priesthood and religious life, not just the family with the 
bears for the week. We believe the Spirit is calling forth 
men and women from our faith community to these roles 
of service. May our prayer help inspire young women and 
men to be attentive to the movement of the Spirit within 
them and to step forward in faith and with generous 
hearts to wherever the Spirit leads them. 
 

Jesus Christ Superstar tells the 
story of Jesus in the final days 
leading up to his crucifixion. 
Loosely based on the Gospels 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John, the story, told entirely 
through song, explores the 
personal relationships and 
struggles between Jesus, 

Judas, Mary Magdalene, his disciples, his followers 
and the Roman Empire. We have reserved a group of 
tickets for the 1:00pm October 16, 2022 show at the 
Stranahan Theatre in Toledo.  Cost  per ticket will be 
$56.40. If you are interested in attending please 
RSVP by calling or emailing Patti.  If there is enough 
interest, arrangements can be made for all of us to 
go out to eat together after the show.   Carpooling 
can also be arranged, as we will not be taking a bus. 
  

From the desk of Patti Wasserman… 
 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!!  
This is for all ages, Pre K-6th 
Grade, Middle School and High 
School Youth. I Saint Mary Pre-K 
through 6th Grade will meet on 

Sundays after Mass beginning October 9th. 
Saint Michael Pre-K through 6th Grade will 
meet on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:45pm.  
Confirmation Prep will meet on Sundays twice a 
month at both parishes; after Mass at Saint 
Mary and from 9:30-10:45am at Saint Michael, 
Dates to be announced. Please use this QR code 
or link below to register your family today! 

 
 
 
 

      

 
 

 

     https:form.jotform.com/221853889894175  
 
 

It’s never to early to 
begin collecting items 
to go in the Operation 
Christmas Child 
Shoeboxes!  Now is a 
good time to watch for 
summer clearance 
items such as balls, flip
-flop, shoes, shorts, 

dresses, toys etc. and back to school supplies! Would 
you like to get more involved with this ministry? Join 
us as we hear from a shoebox recipient from the 
Ukraine  share how that shoebox received as a child 
impacted her life for Jesus. Desserts afterward, plus 
a raffle for Bible Museum tickets in Washington DC. 
too! Carpooling is available, contact Patti if interested! 

Mark Your Calendars 
National Collection Week is November 14-21,2022 
Our Packing Party is November 12th 10am-1-pm 

 
 

Prayer To Know My Vocation 
 

I glorify You, God, in all that I do. In my mind, body and 
spirit I give my best to You. Help me to follow your will 
No matter the call: sister, brother, or priest, I promise 

my all. If you call me to marriage, I promise to love, 
and to teach my own children to seek grace from above. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 
world without end. Amen. 

 
 
 


