
Contact information for Saint Mary (MV) and Saint Michael (GB)  

Pastor: Father Thomas Varghese (MV,GB) tvarghese@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Pastoral Associate:  Deacon Mike Dazley  (MV,GB) mdazley@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Director of Faith Formation: Patti Wasserman (MV,GB)  

    pwasserman@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Liturgical Coordinator: Kathy Otermat (MV, GB) kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Administrative Assistant: Terri Reinhart (MV) treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org  

Parish Secretary: Maria Porteous (GB) mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Bookkeeper: Nancy Patterson (GB) npatterson@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Prayer Chain: Eileen Foos 419-638-4244 

Senior Status Deacons: Deacon George Miller, Deacon Rene Gonzalez 

MV Office Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. 9:30am-2:30pm 419-638-3042 

GB Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Fri., 9:30am-2:00pm 419-637-2255 

Financial Stewardship 
Saint Mary Jan. 1, 2023         Saint Michael  Dec, 31,- Jan 1,   

Sunday          $3000.00  Sunday         $1615.00 

Loose          $26.00  Loose         $249.00 

Christmas         $1445.00  Christmas        $545.00 

Mary Mother of God    $460.00  Special Improv.        $120.00 

     Initial Offering        $10.00 

     Retired Religious        $20.00 

     Cemetery        $20.00 

ACA goal $11,326   $12,210.00  ACA goal $12,959     $11,975.48 

 
FORMED  Pick for the Week  

Epiphany of the Lord: Formed in 

the Word 

Dr. Prothro and Dr. Mc Grew 

reflect on the lectionary Mass 

readings for the Epiphany of Our 

Lord. On this day, we ponder the 

mystery that God has revealed 

Himself to all nations in Christ. 

His gift of salvation, and the gift of ourselves back to Jesus. Follow 

along with your Bible: -First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72, Second 

Reading: Ephesians 3: 2-3a, 5-6, Gospel: Matthew 2: 1-12 

Haven’t subscribed to FORMED yet?  There is no cost to you!  Visit 

formed.org/signup, put 43431 as your zip code, register with your 

name and an email address, then check that email account for a link 

to  begin using FORMED today! 
 

Jesus by Candlelight 
Sunday, January 8 the  Solemnity of Epiphany 

6:30 pm at Saint Wendelin Catholic Church 

323 N. Wood St., Fostoria 

Adoration, Reconciliation, Worship, Music and Prayer 
 

Gibsonburg’s Contribution Envelopes were ordered on 
time, to be here before the first of January, but 
somewhere, on the end of the company that we get them 
from, it did not get moved to production. This has been 
looked into several times and the printing company has 
now rushed our order and they are supposed to be sent 
by January 9th. The parish is very thankful for your 

contributions and relies on them. Until the contribution envelopes come 
in, please put your contribution in an envelope with your name on it, or a 
check that has your name on it, so we can credit you for your gift. Sorry 
for the inconvenience.  

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

 

SATURDAY, January 7     

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

4:00-4:45pm Reconciliation @ GB Church 

5:00 pm- Mass Leonard Reino+  @ GB Church 
 

SUNDAY, January 8    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike  

9:00 am– Mass For the People of Our Parishes  
  @ MV Church 

9:30-10:45am Confirmation Prep class @ GB 

11:00 am– Mass Dave and Jill Spieldenner Family  

  @ GB Church 
 

MONDAY, January 9    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 
 

TUESDAY, January 10    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:00 pm– Mass  Emil Konesky+ 

  @ GB Church 

6:00 pm-  Reconciliation @ GB Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, January 11    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am-  Mass  Jane Wonderly+  

   @ MV Church 

6:30-7:45pm Faith Formation classes @ GB 
 

THURSDAY, January 12    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Frank Lester+ 

  @ GB Church 
   

FRIDAY, January 13     

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Genniel Steinmetz+  

  @ MV church 

9:10 am Reconciliation @ MV Church 
 

SATURDAY, January 14     

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

4:00-4:45pm Reconciliation @ GB Church 

5:00 pm- Mass For the People of Our Parishes+   

  @ GB Church 
 

SUNDAY, January 15    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike  

9:00 am– Mass Bob and Jean Wonderly+  
  @ MV Church 

10:00-11:15 am Faith Formation classes @ MV 

11:00 am– Mass Helen Reineck+  Robert Vela+ 

  @ GB Church 

   
  

MV=Saint Mary GB=Saint Michael 
Facebook: Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 
 

Flocknote: text MVGB to 84576 



 

January 8,  2023   

The Epiphany of the Lord  

 
Connected as the Body of Christ,  

we reverence the presence of God  in each person 

and nurture disciples at every age,  

to live the Gospel with Christian charity and zeal. 

Saint Mary Catholic Church 
865 State Route 635, Helena, Ohio 43435 

419-638-3042  treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael Catholic Church 
312 East Yeasting Street, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431 

419-637-2255 mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

stMaryandstMichael.org 
Facebook: Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 

Epiphany: A God for All 

There fared a mother driven forth 

Out of an inn to roam; 

In the place where she was homeless 

All men are at home. 

—G.K. Chesterton 

There is a moment in the film The Nativity Story that is 

achingly brief, but deeply profound. When the shepherds 

leave their fields and come to approach the Holy Family in 

the stable, they gaze on Christ reluctantly. Despite one of 

the shepherds having aided Mary earlier in the film, they 

know their place. Shepherds were above lepers in the 

social hierarchy of the times—but few others. They were 

tolerated because the flocks they guarded were meant for 

sacrifices in the temple, but they were kept apart from 

society. They were men who did a very dirty job, among 

people who honored God through observation of the Law. 

And no small part of the law was about cleanliness. Those 

who were unclean could not approach the sacred. 

So there they were, stilled, in wonder at the miracle before 

them, but standing apart. Until Mary softly says, “He is 

for all men.” 

This transcendent moment is where Epiphany begins. The 

God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—the God of a certain 

people and approachable only by a certain class of people—is 

now revealed as the God of all, for all. As Paul tells 

the Galatians, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor 

female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Or to 

the Colossians: “Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but 

Christ is all, and in all.” His blessings, his mercy, belong to 

all. None is beyond his reach, none beyond his 

reconciliation. 

 

Which brings us to the magi, with whom the great  

 

 

 

feast of Epiphany is most associated. We know little 

about them from the Biblical account, but our 

tradition names them and numbers them as three 

(likely to correspond to their three gifts). In many of 

our crèches, they are depicted as having distinct faces 

and garb—characterizing one as Asian, one as 

European, and one as African. This is no latter-day 

graft for maximum market exposure, but a tradition 

reaching back centuries. (An even older tradition from 

when the world was smaller depicts them as Persian, 

Indian, and Babylonian.) The world and its peoples 

were understood to stretch in three directions—East, 

West, and South—and the Epiphany embodied in the 

Christ child was and is to be seen as a light revealed 

in all directions. All nations, all people, all sinners 

shall know him. Dirty shepherds and alien strangers 

too. To paraphrase G.K. Chesterton, where Christ lay 

homeless, all have found a home. 

This is why a feast like Epiphany is so deep a part of 

who we are as a Church. And so deep a part of 

what Catholic Relief Services and the family of 

Caritas agencies mean to us as a church. There are 

dark places in the world, places of hunger, of 

exploitation, of dryness, of war and natural disasters, 

where human dignity is under assault on a daily 

basis. But through the good works of the Church’s 

people, and through their prayers, God’s grace may 

still be known, and his light may still shine. 

And should anybody ask why—why we do these 

things for people we may never meet, who likely can 

never repay us—recall that it is because of that 

vulnerable child laying in that virgin’s arms. 

He is for all people. 

AUTHOR: EDWARD O'N. HOYT 

December 20, 2018 https://www.crs.org/resource-

center/epiphany-god-all 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/galatians/3:28
http://www.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_Magi#Names
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_Magi#Names
http://www.crs.org/
https://www.crs.org/author/edward-hoyt


Please remember in prayer:   Cody Noftz, Ellie 

Marks, Nikki Parks, Mike Reineck, June Berger, 

Dave Gutschalk,  Stephanie Foos, Bernard 

Lehmann, Jean Obenauer, Deanna Wagner,  Ron 

Davis,  Mary Reineck, Rosie Neeb, Michelle 

Schaser,   Sister Maria Miguel, Christi Holman,  

and all our loved ones in nursing homes, or staying at home and 

not able to safely leave.  If  you have a prayer request for members of 

either of our parishes please email the name to be listed (make sure 

you have the consent of the person first) to 

msmparishoffice@gmail.com.  Each name will be listed for one month. 

If you would like your name or the name of your loved one listed longer, 

kindly message the Saint Mary Parish Office each month. 

   
Have you purchased your 2023 
Pennies from Heaven raffle tickets yet? 
If not there is still time to do so before the 
first drawing on January 15th. Tickets are 
$20 a piece or 3 for $50. You will find 
tickets in the back of both churches today. 

$200 prize Drawings are on the 15th Day of the Month  

(January-December) 

There are 3 bonus Drawings  with a $500 prize  

on March 17th, September 29th and December 6th 

Seller of the winning tickets get 10% on the prize  

($20 monthly, $50 bonus) 

Tickets are available in the back of either church, and at the 

parish offices. Make checks payable to St. Michael Church 
 

Each year, the Diocese of Toledo is required to undergo an audit 

to ensure that it is in compliance with the articles of the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 

Protection of Children and Young People. This year’s audit 

examined the audit period of July 1, 2018 through September 

30, 2021. Bishop Daniel Thomas is pleased to announce that 

the Diocese was found to be in full compliance with the 

requirements in the Charter following the audit. 

The Diocese of Toledo remains committed to ensuring the 

protection of children and providing a safe environment for all 

young people. If you have any knowledge of abuse that has been 

committed by a cleric or by any personnel of the Catholic 

Church, you are urged to report the abuse to your local police 

department, Children Services, and to contact the Diocesan 

Victim Assistance Coordinator at (419) 214-4880; or to write to 

the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1933 Spielbusch 

Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43604.   

The Guadalupe Society is having a 
tamale sale Sunday, January 8th. The 
Price is $16 per Dozen. Tamales will 
be ready for pick up starting at 1:00pm 
on January 8th,  in Saint Michael’s 
Parish Center. If you have questions 
call Melissa at 419-466-6627 
 

 
 

May God be gracious to us  
and bless us with grateful hearts and resounding praise,  

through Jesus, the Light of the World. 

Amen 
 

Mass Assistants if you would like to serve in any of 

these ministries, please contact Kathy Otermat at 

kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael— Saturday, January 14,   5:00 pm 

Ambassadors  Paul Makulinski 

    

Server   Volunteer 

Lector   Deb Dazley 

EMOHC   Hank Reineck 
 

Saint Mary– Sunday, January 15, 9:00 am 

Rosary   Harold and Eileen Foos 

Servers   Carlie Foos 

   Parker Eidenour 

Lector   Jeanine Van Der Laar 

Communion  Alice Reineck 

   Olivia Reinhart 

Ambassadors  Jeff Foos 

   Erin Foos 

Count   Greg and Barb Lehman 

Clean   Anita Moffett 
 

Saint Michael– Sunday, January 15,  11:00 am 

Ambassadors  Dave Estep Family 

Servers   Evie Estep 

   Scarlett Hunker 

Lector    Erin Estep 

EMOHC   Chris Lau 
 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Baptism - Please contact Dcn. Mike for information and to 
schedule, which for first-time parents includes an orientation to 
the Sacrament.   
 

Confirmation - The normative time for Confirmation in the 
Diocese of Toledo is eighth grade.  Please contact Patti 
Wasserman for more information.  
 

Reconciliation - Fr. Thomas is available after Tuesday Mass 
until 6:30pm, @ GB and after Friday Mass until 9:45am (or 
later, if penitents remain past those times) @ MV. Saturdays at 
4-4:45pm in GB, and Sundays at 8:15-8:45am in MV. 
 

Anointing of the Sick - Please contact Fr. Thomas if you or a 
family member are critically ill, preparing for surgery, or are of 
advanced age and in need of this Sacrament.  In case of an 
emergency outside of office hours, please press '8' when 
prompted by the automated phone system. This Sacrament can 
be received many times throughout one’s life, and is not 
reserved for end of life only.  
 

Matrimony - Please contact either parish office at least six 
months before you hope to marry, and know that a wedding 
date cannot be set until a couple’s freedom to marry has been 
determined in consultation with Fr. Thomas or Dcn. Mike. 
Annulments, when necessary, may require 18-24 months to 
resolve.  
 

Holy Orders - Please contact Fr. Thomas or Dcn. Mike if you 
feel the Lord may be inviting you to a vocation to the priesthood, 
the diaconate, or religious life. 
 

Holy Communion for the Homebound - Please contact either 
parish office if you are unable to come to Mass and would like 
to receive Holy Communion in your home or care facility. 



 

 
“And after they came into the house, they saw the Child 

with His mother Mary; and they fell down and worshiped 
Him.” ~ Matthew 2:11  

God has chosen each person in Christ for a particular 
vocation. If He may be calling you to be holy and 
worship Him through a vocation to the priesthood 
contact Rev. Phil Smith, Director Diocesan Priestly 
Vocations at 419-214-4945 or email: 
psmith@toledodiocese.org  If He may be calling you 
through a vocation to Consecrated Life contact Sister 
Maria Lin Pacold, RSM-Delegate for Consecrated Life 
at 419-244-6711  or email:mlin@toledodiocese.org 
 

 
 
 

For our younger parishioners (grade 3 and above): do 
you have a desire to serve God in various ways?  
Would you like to bring glory to God through the 
celebration of Holy Mass and other religious 
ceremonies? If you answered YES! to these 
questions, you are being called to be an Altar Server! 
Both Saint Mary and Saint Michael are in need of 
more trained Altar Servers. Talk with or email Kathy 
Otermat or Deacon Mike to be trained and added to 
our Altar Servers list. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Operation Christmas Child Year-Round Collection  
Specific items to donate for our OCC shoeboxes will 
be posted each month in the bulletin. Of course 
other items found on clearance throughout the 
year are always welcome! There will be a donation 
box in the basement of Saint Mary Church and a 
donation bin in Saint Michael Parish Center to 
collect donated items. January’s items are 
toothbrushes, combs and hairbrushes. Thank 
you in advance for your generosity! 

From the desk of Patti Wasserman… 
 

 Faith Formation Classes  

for Pre K-6th Grade  
 

Saint Michael: Class  

Wednesday-January 11th 
 

Saint Mary: Class  

Sunday-January 15th 
                    

Confirmation Prep: Retreat 
 

January 15-16 @ Saint Michael 

Arrive Sunday @ 8:00pm 

Departure Monday @ 9:00am 

 

Featuring Nationally Known Presenters 
 

 

 

 

 

The Culture Project is a team of young people from across the 

country who are living in the Diocese of Toledo. They will share 

their vison of a future where everyone lives free and 

experiences their healthiest life following Jesus! There will be 

music, games, talks, activities, Adoration, prayer and the 

opportunity to grow in your faith. All we ask is that you Bring 

an open heart, your signed permission slip, a snack to share 

and your favorite drink. Water, pizza and a light breakfast will 

be provided. 

At Faith Formation Wednesday evening we had our  first ever 
Epiphany procession at Saint Michaels. Mary and Joseph 
were joined by shepherds and angels, candle bearers and 
animals.  Our three Kings (Lucas, Cooper and Ella) followed 
the Star (Carsyn), to each office for an Epiphany “House” 
Blessing, where our older youth chalked the lintel of the 
doors 20+C+M+B+23. We then went over to the church for 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. We prayed, sang, and 
practiced quieting ourselves and spending time with Jesus. 
We ended our time at church with a Prayer Service for Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI on the night before his funeral Mass. 
Everyone took home a baggie with a copy of the Epiphany 
House Blessing, a piece of chalk and a Pope Benedict 
memorial prayer card.  


