
Contact information for Saint Mary (MV) and Saint Michael (GB)  

Pastor: Father Thomas Varghese (MV,GB) tvarghese@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Pastoral Associate:  Deacon Mike Dazley  (MV,GB) mdazley@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Director of Faith Formation: Patti Wasserman (MV,GB)  

    pwasserman@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Liturgical Coordinator: Kathy Otermat (MV, GB) kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Administrative Assistant: Terri Reinhart (MV) treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org  

Parish Secretary: Maria Porteous (GB) mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Bookkeeper: Nancy Patterson (GB) npatterson@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Prayer Chain: Eileen Foos 419-638-4244 

Senior Status Deacons: Deacon George Miller, Deacon Rene Gonzalez 

MV Office Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. 9:30am-2:30pm 419-638-3042 

GB Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Fri., 9:30am-2:00pm 419-637-2255 

Financial Stewardship 
Saint Mary Feb.12 , 2023         Saint Michael  Feb. 11-12, 2023  

Sunday          $4780.00  Sunday         $2050.00 

Loose          $44.50  Loose         $100.71 

Repair          $165.00  Cemetery        $100.00 

     Special Impro.        $165.00 

     Ash Wed.         $10.00 

     Europe            $35.00 

      

 FORMED  Pick for the Week  
Dr. Scott Hahn, internationally known theologian and 

author, explains the inestimable value of the Creed as 

a sure means of communicating the life-giving faith of 

the Apostles and as an indispensable source of unity 

for the Church. Dr. Hahn also brings to light how the 

Creed has served as a time-tested wellspring of 

meditation by which a believer can deepen his or her 

relationship with Christ, making it, in the words of St. Ambrose, "the 

treasure of our soul." This is an audio presentation. 

Haven’t subscribed to FORMED yet?  There is no cost to you!  Visit 

formed.org/signup, put 43431 as your zip code, register with your name 

and an email address, then check that email account for a link to  begin 

using FORMED today! 
 

The Annual Catholic Appeal commitment weekend will 

be February, 18th and 19th.  Countless lives are touched 

by every contribution to the Annual Catholic Appeal themed 

This Is The Day. Children, seminary students, the sick and 

aged, the needy—they all depend on our generosity. Faith, 

hope, and love come alive through the Annual Catholic Appeal. Thank you 

for pledging today to help meet our parish goal and assure the continuation of 

these programs and services. For more information on ministries funded by 

the appeal, visit acatoledo.org. Thank you! There will be envelopes in the 

pews on the 18th and 19th as well for your convenience. St. Mary’s goal is 

$12,430, St. Michael’s goal is $12,910. Thank you, for your generous support 

in funding the ministries of the Diocese of Toledo.  

 
Sacred Heart Annual Fish Fry Friday, February 24 
550 Smith Road, Fremont, Ohio 43420 

5:30PM-8:00PM  Drive-thru only (enter Smith Road) 

Adults $15.00, Children $8.00 

Menu: Lake Erie Perch, Coleslaw, Fresh Cut Fries, Dinner Roll, Cookie 
*we use peanut oil* 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

SATURDAY, February 18     

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

4:00-4:45pm Reconciliation @ GB Church 

5:00 pm- Mass Anna Elchert+, Al Williams+  

   @ GB Church  
 

SUNDAY, February 19    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike  

9:00 am– Mass For the People of Our Parishes 
  @ MV Church 

11:00 am– Mass Dave & Patricia Magrum+ 

  @GB Church  
 

MONDAY, February 20    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 
 

TUESDAY, February 21    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

4:00 pm– Exposition @ GB Church 

5:00 pm– Mass  Paul Hammer+ @ GB Church 

5:50 pm-  Reconciliation @ GB Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, February 22  (Ash Wednesday) 

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am-  Mass Deceased of the Jospeh &  

  Mary Naderer Family  

  @MV Church 

7:00pm– Mass Tina De Fonso French+  

  @ GB Church 

THURSDAY, February 23    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Fr. Jim Holmer+ 

  @ GB Church 
   

FRIDAY, February 24     

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Nancy Hiser+, Jim 

Steinmetz+  

  @ MV church 

9:10 am Reconciliation @ MV Church 

7:00pm –Stations of the Cross @ GB Church 
 

SATURDAY, February 25     

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

4:00-4:45pm Reconciliation @ GB Church 

5:00 pm- Mass Leonard Reno+ @ GB Church  
 

SUNDAY, February 26    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike  

9:00 am– Mass Marilyn Hoffman+, Genniel

  Steinmetz+@ MV Church 

11:00 am– Mass For the People of our Parishes 

  @GB Church  
    
 

MV=Saint Mary GB=Saint Michael 
Facebook: Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 
 

Flocknote: text MVGB to 84576 



 

February 19,  2023   

Seventh Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 

 
Connected as the Body of Christ,  

we reverence the presence of God  in each person 

and nurture disciples at every age,  

to live the Gospel with Christian charity and zeal. 

Saint Mary Catholic Church 
865 State Route 635, Helena, Ohio 43435 

419-638-3042  treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael Catholic Church 
317 East Madison Street, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431 

Mailing Address 312 East Yeasting Street, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431 

419-637-2255 mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

stMaryandstMichael.org 
Facebook: Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 

10 THINGS TO REMEMBER FOR LENT  

Bishop David L. Ricken of Green Bay, Wisconsin, former chairman of 

the Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), offers “10 Things to 

Remember for Lent”:  
 

1. Remember the formula. The Church does a good job 

capturing certain truths with easy-to-remember lists and 

formulas: 10 Commandments, 7 sacraments, 3 persons in the 

Trinity. For Lent, the Church gives us almost a slogan—Prayer, 

Fasting, and Almsgiving—as the three things we need to work 

on during the season.  

2. It’s a time of prayer. Lent is essentially an act of prayer 

spread out over 40 days. As we pray, we go on a journey, one 

that hopefully brings us closer to Christ and leaves us changed 

by the encounter with him.  

3. It’s a time to fast. With the fasts of Ash Wednesday and 

Good Friday, meatless Fridays, and our personal disciplines 

interspersed, Lent is the only time many Catholics these days 

actually fast. And maybe that’s why it gets all the attention. 

“What are you giving up for Lent? Hot dogs? Beer? Jelly 

beans?” It’s almost a game for some of us, but fasting is 

actually a form of penance, which helps us turn away from sin 

and toward Christ.  

4. It’s a time to work on discipline. The 40 days of Lent are 

also a good, set time to work on personal discipline in general. 

Instead of giving something up, it can be doing something 

positive. “I’m going to exercise more. I’m going to pray more. 

I’m going to be nicer to my family, friends, and coworkers.”  

5. It’s about dying to yourself. The more serious side of Lenten 

discipline is that it’s about more than self-control—it’s about 

finding aspects of yourself that are less than Christ-like and 

letting them die. The suffering and death of Christ are foremost 

on our minds during Lent, and we join in these mysteries by 

suffering, dying with Christ and being resurrected in a  

purified form.  

6.Don’t do too much. It’s tempting to make Lent some 

ambitious period of personal reinvention, but it’s best to keep 

it simple and focused. There’s a reason the Church works on 

these mysteries year after year. We spend our entire lives 

growing closer to God. Don’t try to cram it all in one Lent. 

That’s a recipe for failure.  

7. Lent reminds us of our weakness. Of course, even 

when we set simple goals for ourselves during Lent, we 

still have trouble keeping them. When we fast, we 

realize we’re all just one meal away from hunger. In 

both cases, Lent shows us our weakness. This can be 

painful, but recognizing how helpless we are makes us 

seek God’s help with renewed urgency and sincerity.  

8. Be patient with yourself. When we’re confronted 

with our own weakness during Lent, the temptation is 

to get angry and frustrated. “What a bad person I am!” 

But that’s the wrong lesson. God is calling us to be 

patient and to see ourselves as he does, with 

unconditional love.  

9. Reach out in charity. As we experience weakness and 

suffering during Lent, we should be renewed in our 

compassion for those who are hungry, suffering, or 

otherwise in need. The third part of the Lenten formula 

is almsgiving. It’s about more than throwing a few extra 

dollars in the collection plate; it’s about reaching out to 

others and helping them without question as a way of 

sharing the experience of God’s unconditional love.  

10. Learn to love like Christ. Giving of ourselves in the 

midst of our suffering and self-denial brings us closer to 

loving like Christ, who suffered and poured himself out 

unconditionally on the Cross for all of us. Lent is a 

journey through the desert to the foot of the Cross on 

Good Friday, as we seek him out, ask his help, join in his 

suffering, and learn to love like him.  
 

This article was originally published on www.USCCB.org. USCCB 

Copyright © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

Washington DC. All rights reserved. 

 
Ash Wednesday Prayer 

Merciful God of infinite compassion,  

whose creating power called us forth from the dust of the 

earth, in this, the acceptable time,  

lead us inward to be at peace with you,  

impel us outward to be reconciled with our neighbor,  

that we may embrace the sacred discipline of Lent with 

broken, humble hearts and so come to the blessed joy of 

the paschal feast cleansed and renewed,  

This we ask of you. Amen 

            -Benedictine Daily Prayer 

 
 
 



Please remember in prayer:  Joe Pertner, Jay 

Cook, Pat Miller, Dcn George Miller, John 

Castner ,  Cody Noftz, Ellie Marks, Nikki Parks, 

Jean Obenauer, Deanna Wagner,  , Rosie Neeb, 

Michelle Schaser,   Sister Maria Miguel, Christi 

Holman,  and all our loved ones in care facilities, 

or staying at home and not able to safely leave.  If  you have a prayer 

request for members of either of our parishes please email the name 

to be listed (make sure you have the consent of the person first) to 

msmparishoffice@gmail.com.  Each name will be listed for one month. 

If you would like your name or the name of your loved one listed 

longer, kindly message the Saint Mary Parish Office each month. 

 

Mass Assistants for Ash Wednesday, February 22 

Saint Mary 8:30 am 

Rosary  Pat & Gus Miller  

Server  Mark Foos 

Lector  Gus Miller 

Saint Michael 7:00 pm 

Ambassadors  

Server  Volunteer 

Lector  Jeff Schumaker 

EMOHC  Deb Kirwen 
 

2023-2024 Registration will open for 

the general public Monday, February 

20th For more information on enrolling 

for the 2023-2024 school year, call 

419-332-5124 or email phines@bishop-

hoffman.net Our school system is here 

“To reach and teach the mind, body, 

heart and soul of each child to bring 

them closer to God” Please consider looking into a Catholic 

Education for your child.  

 

The Accessibility Ministries Office of the Diocese of Toledo is 
updating records on families for persons with disabilities to 
serve and assist them in the formation of their faith and 
effectively minister to them. This request is for all families in 
the Diocese, if there is someone in your household with a 
permanent disability, please access, complete, and submit the 
google document per the instructions listed here https://
toledodiocese.org/persons-with-disabilities  Thank you for your 
time and cooperation. Please contact Lynn Priest, Accessibility 
Ministries Specialist with any questions or concerns at 
lpriest@toledodiocese.org 
 
YCP TOLEDO LAUNCH PARTY 

Young Catholic Professionals 

(YCP) is launching its 31st 

Chapter in Toledo, OH! Join us 

as we celebrate this 

momentous occasion. 

All Catholic professionals 

young and old are invited to 

join us on Thursday, March 9th at 7:00pm at The Pinnacle, 

Maumee for our launch party! 

 KNOW BEFORE YOU GO: Business casual attire; Complimentary 

appetizers and champagne provided; Cash bar available; Event 

is FREE - bring a friend; All are invited to attend: those who are 

both young and "young at heart"! 

 

 

Mass Assistants if you would like to serve in any of 

these ministries, please contact Kathy Otermat at 

kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael— Saturday, February 25,   5:00 pm 

Ambassadors  Gerry Williams 

   Paul Makulinski 

Server   Mary Ann Myerholtz 

Lector   Dee Jones 

EMOHC   Sue Kaemming 
 

Saint Mary– Sunday, February 26, 9:00 am 

Rosary   Harold and Eileen Foos 

Servers   Grant Scherger 

   Wilson Scherger 

Lector   Rae Lyn Hoepf 

Communion  Terri Reinhart 

   Connie Hiser 

Ambassadors  Jeff Foos 

   Erin Foos 

Count   Roger and Barb Wasserman 

Clean   Mary Gutschalk 
 

Saint Michael– Sunday, February 26,  11:00 am 

Ambassadors  Volunteers 

     

Servers   Andrew Spieldenner 

Lector   Chris Lau   

EMOHC   Verna Konesky 
 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Baptism - Please contact Dcn. Mike for information and to 
schedule, which for first-time parents includes an orientation to 
the Sacrament.   
 

Confirmation - The normative time for Confirmation in the 
Diocese of Toledo is eighth grade.  Please contact Patti 
Wasserman for more information.  
 

Reconciliation - Fr. Thomas is available after Tuesday Mass 
until 6:30pm, @ GB and after Friday Mass until 9:45am (or 
later, if penitents remain past those times) @ MV. Saturdays at 
4-4:45pm in GB, and Sundays at 8:15-8:45am in MV. 
 

Anointing of the Sick - Please contact Fr. Thomas if you or a 
family member are critically ill, preparing for surgery, or are of 
advanced age and in need of this Sacrament.  In case of an 
emergency outside of office hours, please press '8' when 
prompted by the automated phone system. This Sacrament can 
be received many times throughout one’s life, and is not 
reserved for end of life only.  
 

Matrimony - Please contact either parish office at least six 
months before you hope to marry, and know that a wedding 
date cannot be set until a couple’s freedom to marry has been 
determined in consultation with Fr. Thomas or Dcn. Mike. 
Annulments, when necessary, may require 18-24 months to 
resolve.  
 

Holy Orders - Please contact Fr. Thomas or Dcn. Mike if you 
feel the Lord may be inviting you to a vocation to the priesthood, 
the diaconate, or religious life. 
 

Holy Communion for the Homebound - Please contact either 
parish office if you are unable to come to Mass and would like 
to receive Holy Communion in your home or care facility. 

https://toledodiocese.org/persons-with-disabilities
https://toledodiocese.org/persons-with-disabilities


 

 

We now have a set of Traveling Vocation 
Bears for each parish! The Traveling Bear 
Vocation Program. provides an opportunity 
for families to pray for Vocations at home 
and teaches young children to appreciate the 
value of the Priesthood and Consecrated Life. 
Fostering vocations is essential for a strong 
and vibrant Church. Vocations are nurtured 
and encouraged primarily in the home but 

with the encouragement and support from the entire parish 
community.  By our Baptism each one of us became a child of 
God and was given a unique and wonderful gift of faith and a 
“vocation”, a calling from God to follow Him in holiness in a 
special way. Most will marry, some will remain single, but 
several are being called to live out their lives of holiness as a 
priest, deacon, or as a religious sister or brother. God has not 
stopped calling, but the noise of the secular world has made it 
difficult for our children to hear and answer Jesus’ invitation of 
“Come to Me.” If you would like to take the Traveling Bears and 
books home with you, please contact Patti for available dates.  

Loosely based on the wildly popular NCAA March 
Madness  basketball tournament, Lent Madness pits 32 
saints against one another in a single-elimination 
tournament as they compete for the coveted “Golden Halo 
Award”. This is a fun way families to do something different 
during Lent. Either fill out a bracket as a family or 
individually for a little friendly competition!  Let’s have fun 
with this! 
The first round begins on Thursday February 23rd.  
Here's a step-by-step guide on how to play along: 
 

1.  Pick up a 2023 bracket in the back of church today or 
print your own copy at www.lentmadness.org 
 

2.  Fill the bracket out with your picks, saint bios can be 
found on the above mentioned website.  
 

3. Return it to either the parish office or put it in the 
collection basket by February 22nd. Be sure to include you 
name and contact info on your bracket. 
 

4. Go to www.lentmadness.org/ to vote for the saints you 
picked or to check on which saint wins and goes on to the 
next round each weekday during Lent. 
 

5. We will use a point system to score all filled out and 
turned in brackets. The winning bracket will receive 
their own Golden Halo Award! 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS CHILD  

 Items to be collected include: water 
bottles, cups, bowls, silverware and 
plates. Thank you for your generosity! 

 

From the desk of Patti Wasserman… 
 

Patti will be out of the office 
beginning February 17th, she will 

return to work on March 1st. 
 

 Faith Formation Classes for Pre K-6th Grade  

 

Saint Michael:  
 

Ash Wednesday February 22nd-NO CLASS  

Families are encouraged to attend Mass @ 7:00pm                       

Wednesday March 1st-Class/Mass 6:45pm  
 

                         Saint Mary: Class March 5th 

 

 
                             

 

    
 

February 26th Class @ MV CANCELED 
Next Class: 

March 12th @ Saint Michael 
 

This past Sunday, the Confirmandi 

used their art and craft talents to 

make Valentine Day Cards for those 

living in long term Health Care 

facilities. Each student looked up 

scripture verses pertaining to love 

and designed three cards each. This 

p r o j e c t 

helped them to fulfill a few Works of 

Charity forms that Bishop Thomas 

has requested each Confirmandi 

have completed before receiving the 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Thank 

you to Jeanette and Parker Eidenour 

for supplying all the needed 

materials and delivering the cards! 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Saint Mary and Saint Michael  
Intergenerational Lenten Event 
Date: Sunday March 5, 2023 

Time: 4:00-6:00pm 
Place: Saint Michael Parish Center 

Join us for Prayer, Food, Activity Centers for adults 
and children of all ages, followed by Adoration and 
Reconciliation in church.  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 Bring your children or grandchildren to celebrate the 
presence of Christ in your lives and in your homes. 

 Help your family learn more about the three Lenten 
disciplines— prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 

 Meet your fellow parishioners in a fun, prayerful, and  
interactive setting. 

 

************************************************* 

Please contact us if you plan to attend.  
 

Family Name:____________________________  
 

Adults:_____     Children:_____     

  

Please place in the collection basket or 
 

Phone: Either parish office  
E-mail: pwasserman@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Please RSVP by: Wednesday March 2nd  
 

 

 

http://www.lentmadness.org/bracket/
https://www.lentmadness.org/
http://www.lentmadness.org
https://www.lentmadness.org/

