
Contact information for Saint Mary (MV) and Saint Michael (GB)  

Pastor: Father Thomas Varghese (MV,GB) tvarghese@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Pastoral Associate:  Deacon Mike Dazley  (MV,GB) mdazley@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Director of Faith Formation: Patti Wasserman (MV,GB)  

    pwasserman@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Liturgical Coordinator: Kathy Otermat (MV, GB) kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Administrative Assistant: Terri Reinhart (MV) treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org  

Parish Secretary: Maria Porteous (GB) mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Bookkeeper: Nancy Patterson (GB) npatterson@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Prayer Chain: Eileen Foos 419-638-4244 

Senior Status Deacons: Deacon George Miller, Deacon Rene Gonzalez 

MV Office Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. 9:30am-2:30pm 419-638-3042 

GB Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Fri., 9:30am-2:00pm 419-637-2255 

Financial Stewardship 
Saint Mary Feb.19, 2023         Saint Michael  Feb. 18-19, 2023  

Sunday          $2635.00  Sunday         $2913.53 

Loose          $108.00  Loose         $189.00 

Ash Wed.         $50.00  Cemetery        $75.00 

     Special Impro.        $220.00 

     Ash Wed.         $85.00 

     CRS            $20.00 

     Food Pantry        $25.00  

   

FORMED   

Pick for the Week  
Have you ever felt lost and 

alone, isolated in guilt? Like 

the Prodigal Son among the 

pigs, we know that we have 

sinned. But God won't leave 

us there—he searches for us 

and runs to welcome us home 

in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. Where are You? In session one of a five part series on 

Formed to help us learn and understand better the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. 
 

Haven’t subscribed to FORMED yet?  There is no cost to you!  Visit 

formed.org/signup, put 43431 as your zip code, register with your name 

and an email address, then check that email account for a link to  begin 

using FORMED today! 
 

The Annual Catholic Appeal Countless lives are 

touched by every contribution to the Annual Catholic 

Appeal themed This Is The Day. Children, seminary 

students, the sick and aged, the needy—they all 

depend on our generosity. Faith, hope, and love 

come alive through the Annual Catholic Appeal. 

Thank you for pledging today to help meet our 

parish goal and assure the continuation of these 

programs and services. For more information on ministries funded by the 

appeal, visit acatoledo.org. Thank you! There will be envelopes in the pews 

and in the back of each church, for you to use. You can place them in the 

collection or mail your donation to the address on the outside of the envelope.  

St. Mary’s goal is $12,430, St. Michael’s goal is $12,910. Thank you, for 

your generous support in funding the ministries of the Diocese of Toledo.  

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

SATURDAY, February 25     

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

4:00-4:45pm Reconciliation @ GB Church 

5:00 pm- Mass Leonard Reno+ @ GB Church  
 

SUNDAY, February 26    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike  

9:00 am– Mass Marilyn Hoffman+, Genniel

  Steinmetz+@ MV Church 

11:00 am– Mass For the People of our Parishes 

  @GB Church  
 

MONDAY, February 27    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 
 

TUESDAY, February 28    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

5:00 pm– Mass  Jim Wonderly+ @ GB Church 

5:50 pm-  Reconciliation @ GB Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 1    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am-  Mass Marilyn Hoffman @MV Church 

6:45 pm– Faith Formation Classes @ GB 

6:45 pm– Mass @ GB Church 
   

THURSDAY, March 2    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Debra Beeker+ 

  @ GB Church 
   

FRIDAY, March 3, First Friday    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

8:30 am– Mass Bill & Lola Reinhart+  

  @ MV church 

9:05-10:15 am– Exposition @ MV Church 

9:10 am Reconciliation @ MV Church 

7:00pm –Stations of the Cross @ MV Church 
 

SATURDAY, March 4     

7:00 am-  Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike 

4:00-4:45pm Reconciliation @ GB Church 

5:00 pm- Mass For the People of our Parishes+  

  @ GB Church  
 

SUNDAY, March 5    

7:00 am– Morning Prayer with Dcn Mike  

9:00 am– Mass Don Davies+@ MV Church 

11:00 am– Mass Judie Kelley+ @ GB Church 

4:00-6:00pm Intergenerational Lenten  

  Event @ GB Parish Center 

 
    
 

MV=Saint Mary GB=Saint Michael 
Facebook: Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 
 

Flocknote: text MVGB to 84576 



 

February 26,  2023   

First Sunday of Lent 

Ordinary Time 

 
Connected as the Body of Christ,  

we reverence the presence of God  in each person 

and nurture disciples at every age,  

to live the Gospel with Christian charity and zeal. 

Saint Mary Catholic Church 
865 State Route 635, Helena, Ohio 43435 

419-638-3042  treinhart@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael Catholic Church 
317 East Madison Street, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431 

Mailing Address: 312 East Yeasting Street, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431 

419-637-2255 mporteous@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

stMaryandstMichael.org 
Facebook: Saint Mary and Saint Michael Catholic Parishes 

A Primer for the Season of Lent 
BY DR. JAMES MERRICK | FEB 24, 2020  
 

On Wednesday, a priest will dip his thumb into a dish 

containing the ashes from burnt palm leaves from last year’s 

Palm Sunday Mass, look you in the eye while tracing an ashen 

cross on your forehead, remind you that you will die, and call 

you to repent. Although it is not a holy day of obligation, Ash 

Wednesday is one of the most well-attended and well-known 

services of the year, often seeing visits from non-Catholics and 

even non-Christians. It commences the season of Lent, a 

period of preparation for Easter. When and for what reason did 

Catholics start observing Lent? What makes for a “holy Lent?”  

A Note about the Church Calendar 

Christianity is—it might seem strange to say—a Jewish religion. 

Jesus was a Jewish rabbi and a son of David who, as he once 

said, “came not to abolish the Law but to fulfill it” (Matthew 

5:17). His apostles were all Jews and the earliest Christians 

were Jews who continued to worship in the synagogues. They 

taught that those who followed Christ were the true children of 

Abraham (Galatians 3:29).  

The Bible of the early Church was the Jewish Bible, what we 

now call the Old Testament. Christian worship combined the 

two forms of Jewish worship. The first half of the Mass—the 

Liturgy of the Word—is roughly equivalent to the Jewish 

synagogue while the second half of the Mass—the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist—is the fulfillment of the Jewish Temple and its 

sacrificial system.  

Another practice Christians inherited from their Jewish 

predecessors was a calendar of seasons and feast days. 

Whereas the Jewish calendar revolved around major events of 

the Old Testament, the Christian calendar celebrates the life of 

Jesus Christ. We tell time by telling the story of Jesus, giving 

ourselves an opportunity every year to get to know him and to 

experience his teachings and works. Accordingly, the two 

principal days of the Christian calendar are Christmas (Jesus’ 

birth) and Easter (Jesus’ resurrection). Before these two days 

are periods of preparation, Advent and Lent, respectively.  

When Did the Church Start Observing Lent? 

Although the earliest evidence for an Ash Wednesday service 

resembling what we know today dates to the seventh or eighth 

century, a season like what we know today as Lent seems to be 

one of the earliest features of the Christian calendar. St. 

Irenaeus (c. 130-200), the Bishop of Lyons, mentioned a 

dispute about the length of the pre-Easter fast in the second 

century. But the first reference to a fixed forty-day fast before 

Easter comes in the fourth century at the Council of Nicaea  

in 325.  

 

 

 

It is likely that this time of fasting was a universalization 

of the fasts enjoined upon the “catechumens” preparing 

to be baptized and the “penitent” seeking reconciliation 

to full communion with the Church at Easter. In other 

words, all Christians were asked to join those entering or 

reentering communion in the Body of Christ in a time of 

fasting and penance. Surely it was a no small 

encouragement to new converts and remorseful sinners 

to see seasoned Christians marked by ashes and 

enduring the same fast as they. Lent, then, is a great 

reminder of everyone’s need for holiness, a time for all 

Christians to renew their commitment to Christ, to 

rededicate themselves to following him, and to recognize 

the need for Christ’s life in the wilderness of this world.  

Why Forty Days? 

We fast for forty days because it’s a pattern well 

established in Sacred Scripture. The Great Flood lasted 

for forty days (Genesis 7:17). When Moses received the 

Ten Commandments from God on Mt. Sinai, he 

remained on the mountain for forty days (Exodus 24:18). 

After the Israelites broke the first commandment by 

worshipping the golden calf, Moses went back up Mt. 

Sinai to speak with the Lord. During this time, he fasted 

for forty days (Exodus 34:28). Then, the Israelites 

wandered in the wilderness for forty years before 
entering the Promised Land (Joshua 5:6).  
When the Prophet Elijah was on the run for scorning the 

Israelites for their worship of false gods, he fasted for 

forty days (1 Kings 19:8) until he reached Mt. Sinai. After 

the prophet Jonah preached to the wicked Ninevites, 

they fasted in sackcloth and ashes for forty days to 

express their remorse (Jonah 3:4-10). Finally, and most 

significantly, before Jesus began his ministry, he fasted 

for forty days in the desert (Matthew 4:2).   
 

We will pick up on the rest of this article next week, to help 

us learn and appreciate more about Lent and it’s origins. 
Dr. James R. A. Merrick is lecturer at Franciscan University of 

Steubenville, Senior Fellow at the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, 

and a theology and Latin teacher at St. Joseph’s Catholic Academy in 

Boalsburg, Pennsylvania. Dr. Merrick is also on the faculty for the 

Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown’s Lay Ecclesial and Diaconal Formation 

program. Previously he was scholar-in-residence at the St. Paul Center 

for Biblical Theology. Before entering the Church with his wife and 

children, he was an Anglican priest and college theology professor in 

the United States and in the United Kingdom. Follow Dr. Merrick on 

Twitter: @JamesRAMerrick. 

https://media.ascensionpress.com/2020/02/24/a-primer-for-the-

season-of-lent/ 
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Please remember in prayer:  Joe Pertner, Jay 

Cook, Pat Miller, Dcn George Miller, John 

Castner ,  Cody Noftz, Ellie Marks, Nikki Parks, 

Jean Obenauer, Deanna Wagner,  , Rosie Neeb, 

Michelle Schaser,   Sister Maria Miguel, Christi 

Holman,  and all our loved ones in care facilities, 

or staying at home and not able to safely leave.  If  you have a prayer 

request for members of either of our parishes please email the name 

to be listed (make sure you have the consent of the person first) to 

msmparishoffice@gmail.com.  Each name will be listed for one month. 

If you would like your name or the name of your loved one listed 

longer, kindly message the Saint Mary Parish Office each month. 

 

Pennies From Heaven Winner for February Drawing is : 

Becky Hoffman, sellers were Gavin Rapp & Martin Myerholtz 
Congratulations! 

 

2023-2024 Registration will open for 

the general public Monday, February 

20th For more information on enrolling 

for the 2023-2024 school year, call 

419-332-5124 or email phines@bishop

-hoffman.net Our school system is here 

“To reach and teach the mind, body, 

heart and soul of each child to bring 

them closer to God” Please consider looking into a Catholic 

Education for your child.  

 

The Accessibility Ministries Office of the Diocese of Toledo is 
updating records on families for persons with disabilities to 
serve and assist them in the formation of their faith and 
effectively minister to them. This request is for all families in 
the Diocese, if there is someone in your household with a 
permanent disability, please access, complete, and submit the 
google document per the instructions listed here https://
toledodiocese.org/persons-with-disabilities  Thank you for your 
time and cooperation. Please contact Lynn Priest, Accessibility 
Ministries Specialist with any questions or concerns at 
lpriest@toledodiocese.org 
 
YCP TOLEDO LAUNCH PARTY 

Young Catholic Professionals 

(YCP) is launching its 31st 

Chapter in Toledo, OH! Join us 

as we celebrate this 

momentous occasion. 

All Catholic professionals 

young and old are invited to 

join us on Thursday, March 9th at 7:00pm at The Pinnacle, 

Maumee for our launch party! 

 KNOW BEFORE YOU GO: Business casual attire; Complimentary 

appetizers and champagne provided; Cash bar available; Event 

is FREE - bring a friend; All are invited to attend: those who are 

both young and "young at heart"! 

 

Thank you Father Thomas, Deacon Mike, Kathy, Kristy, Dee, 
the Choir, and the funeral dinner volunteers for making our 
Mom's funeral beautiful and special.  It was a lovely 
celebration of our mother's life.  We appreciated it very much.  
  
     ~The Zeller Family. 
 

 

Mass Assistants if you would like to serve in any of 

these ministries, please contact Kathy Otermat at 

kotermat@stmaryandstmichael.org 
 

Saint Michael— Saturday, March 4,   5:00 pm 

Ambassadors  Paul Makulinski 

    

Server   Volunteer 

Lector   Deb Dazley 

EMOHC   Dee Jones 
 

Saint Mary– Sunday, March 5, 9:00 am 

Rosary   Kathy Otermat & Liz Leathead 

Servers   High School Students 

    

Lector   High School Students 

Communion  Angie Smith 

   June Rich 

Ambassadors  High School Students 

    

Count   Harold & Eileen Foos 

Clean   Anita Moffett 
 

Saint Michael– Sunday, March 5, 11:00 am 

Ambassadors  Dave Estep Family 

Servers   Evie Estep 

   Scarlett Hunker 

Lector   Erin Estep   

EMOHC   Christ Lau 
 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Baptism - Please contact Dcn. Mike for information and to 
schedule, which for first-time parents includes an orientation to 
the Sacrament.   
 

Confirmation - The normative time for Confirmation in the 
Diocese of Toledo is eighth grade.  Please contact Patti 
Wasserman for more information.  
 

Reconciliation - Fr. Thomas is available after Tuesday Mass 
until 6:30pm, @ GB and after Friday Mass until 9:45am (or 
later, if penitents remain past those times) @ MV. Saturdays at 
4-4:45pm in GB, and Sundays at 8:15-8:45am in MV. 
 

Anointing of the Sick - Please contact Fr. Thomas if you or a 
family member are critically ill, preparing for surgery, or are of 
advanced age and in need of this Sacrament.  In case of an 
emergency outside of office hours, please press '8' when 
prompted by the automated phone system. This Sacrament can 
be received many times throughout one’s life, and is not 
reserved for end of life only.  
 

Matrimony - Please contact either parish office at least six 
months before you hope to marry, and know that a wedding 
date cannot be set until a couple’s freedom to marry has been 
determined in consultation with Fr. Thomas or Dcn. Mike. 
Annulments, when necessary, may require 18-24 months to 
resolve.  
 

Holy Orders - Please contact Fr. Thomas or Dcn. Mike if you 
feel the Lord may be inviting you to a vocation to the priesthood, 
the diaconate, or religious life. 
 

Holy Communion for the Homebound - Please contact either 
parish office if you are unable to come to Mass and would like 
to receive Holy Communion in your home or care facility. 

https://toledodiocese.org/persons-with-disabilities
https://toledodiocese.org/persons-with-disabilities


 

 

Pray for vocations this Lent! 
Make an impact by offering Mass 

or praying a Rosary, Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, or a vocation 

prayer for more men and women 
to generously say "YES" to 

God's call. Vocation Ministry 
would like to have people across 
the globe join them in this effort, 

so sign up now at 

 https://i.mtr.cool/stndjbdkyp  
 

“We all have a vocation. We believe that God has placed 
us in this life to fill a special need that no one else can 

accomplish”~St. Francis de Sales 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And we’re off!  

 

In the first battle of Lent Madness 2023,  
 

 

it’s Augustine of Hippo (to the 
left) vs. Hippolytus of Rome 

(to the right)! 
 
 

 With the bulletin deadline 
fast approaching, I predict 

Saint Augustine will win this 
first day by a landslide!  

 
A recap of the weekly rounds will be posted here 
each week, with a tally of how our brackets are 

fairing. Don’t forget to sign up for the daily email at 
Lentmadness.org to read a bio of the days saintly 

competition and vote for your favorite!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another way of Almsgiving! 
 

MARCH OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
 Quality Craft Kits/Supplies, Coloring Books, Paint Set, Play-
Doh, Silly Putty, Stickers etc. Thank you for your generosity! 

 

From the desk of Patti Wasserman… 
 

Patti will be out of the office beginning 
February 17th, she will return to work on 

March 1st for Faith Formation. 
 

 Faith Formation Classes for Pre K-6th 

Grade  

 

Saint Michael:  

Wednesday March 1st-Class/Mass 6:45pm  
 

                         Saint Mary: Class March 5th 

***************************************** 

Confirmation Class                             
 

  February 26th Class @ MV CANCELED 

Next Class: 

March 12th @ Saint Michael 
 

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH  

(including this years 8th grade students!) 

Join us for  

STEUBENVILLE YOUTH CONFERNCE 

July7-9, 2023 

Contact Patti to reserve your spot now! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Saint Mary and Saint Michael  
Intergenerational Lenten Event 
Date: Sunday March 5, 2023 

Time: 4:00-6:00pm 
Place: Saint Michael Parish Center 

 

Join us for Prayer, Food, Activity Centers for adults 
and children of all ages, followed by Adoration and 
Reconciliation in church.  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 Bring your children or grandchildren to celebrate the 
presence of Christ in your lives and in your homes. 

 Help your family learn more about the three Lenten 
disciplines— prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 

 Meet your fellow parishioners in a fun, prayerful, and  
interactive setting. 

 

************************************************* 

Please contact us if you plan to attend.  
 

Family Name:____________________________  
 

Adults:_____     Children:_____     

  

Please place in the collection basket or 
 

Phone: Either parish office  
E-mail: pwasserman@stmaryandstmichael.org 

Please RSVP by: Wednesday March 2nd  
 

 

 

https://i.mtr.cool/stndjbdkyp?fbclid=IwAR3aIJ__2pVCRzv0-kag4B1Sg9YTW48oKC7ocl4n5eBCt-WaSS-sa5rtQB4

