
1 
 

UNDERSTANDING CATHOLICISM 5: GOD ESTABLISHES A KINGDOM 

 

I.  The Request for a King. 

A.  A pivotal event in the history of Israel occurred when the elders demanded from the 

prophet Samuel: “appoint for us a king to govern us like all the nations” (1 Sam 8:5).    

B.  Therefore, the Lord instructed Samuel: 

“Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected 

you, but they have rejected me from being king over them” (1 Sam 8:7).  God always 

honors the freedom he gives us, even if we choose damnation.  Love never forces. 

 

II.  Saul (“the one asked for.”) 

A.  Saul became Israel’s first king.  He was blessed with many natural gifts that made him 

ideally suited him for the task of ruling.  However, natural gifts without God’s help are 

never sufficient.   

B.  However, Saul’s bad moral choices eventually undermined his rule.  Samuel confronted 

Saul with prophetic words that are a lesson to all God’s children: 

“Has the Lord a great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice 

of the Lord?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of 

rams. … Because you have rejected the word of the Lord [disobedience], he has also 

rejected you from being king” (1 Sam 15:22, 23). 

 

III.  David (“beloved”) 

A.  As Saul’s successor, God chose David who the Lord said was “a man after his own heart” 

(1 Sam 13:14; cf. Acts 13: 22).   

1.  He was youngest of Jesse’s eight sons, and the great-grandson of Ruth and Boaz.  

2.  Because he was from the tribe of Judah, he fulfilled the royal promise given to Judah 

by his father Jacob (Gen 49:8-12).  

B.  After David captured Jerusalem, he made this city the capital of his kingdom.   

1.  The prestige of bringing the sacred Ark of the Covenant into the city of Jerusalem was 

a vital step in solidifying the city’s importance (2 Sam 6).   

2.  Henceforth, David’s kingdom would be linked to the city of Jerusalem where he 

would reign for 33 years. 

C.  David lived in a palace while the Ark of the Covenant was housed in the Tabernacle.   

1.  Therefore, David determined to build a Temple (house) for the Lord.   

2.  God responded with his usual generosity.  God declared through the prophet Nathan: 

“I will raise up your offspring after you … and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall 

build a house [Temple] for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 

for ever. … Your house and your kingdom [dynasty] shall be made sure for ever 

before me; and your throne shall be established for ever” (2 Sam 7:12-13, 16). 
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a.  This promise was provisionally fulfilled in Solomon, the son of David, who built 

the first Temple in Jerusalem. 

b.  However, its ultimate fulfillment is in Jesus who built the everlasting temple of his 

body (2 Sam 7, Ps 2, 89, 110).  When the Jews demanded a sign that legitimized 

Jesus’ cleansing of the temple he responded: “Destroy this temple, and in three 

days I will raise it up” (Jn 2:19).  St. John tells us: “But he spoke of the temple of 

his body.  When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word 

which Jesus had spoken” (Jn 2:21-22).   

D.  Characteristics of the Davidic Kingdom: 

1.  God calls the Davidic heir “my son” (2 Sam 7:14).  This is the first time the Bible 

identified an individual person as God’s son.  This designation will have a special 

application to Jesus, the eternal Son of the heavenly Father. 

2.  David’s kingdom is called the “kingdom of the Lord” (1 Chr 28:5; 2 Chr 13:8), which 

looks to Jesus’ eternal kingdom for its ultimate fulfillment. 

3.  Both David and Solomon were Melchizedekian (Gen 14:18-20) priest-kings.1 

4.  The Queen Mother was the second most important person in the realm.  Solomon’s 

mother Bathsheba set the pattern for the important role of the queen mother, the 

gebirah – “great lady,” in the Davidic kingdom.  She sat on a throne on the king’s 

right hand and advised her son.  She was the king’s trusted advisor and the advocate 

for the people.  As the Queen Mother of the kingdom, Bathsheba was a type of 

Mary, the Queen Mother of Jesus’ Kingdom and the great intercessor. 

5.  The Prime Minister played an important role:  Each Davidic king appointed a prime 

minister who was the head of all the other royal officials.  He operated with the 

complete authority of the king himself.  The sign of his office was the “key of the 

house of David” (Is 22:22).  We will see later that this office was filled in Jesus’ 

kingdom by Peter and his successors. 

6.  The thanksgiving sacrifice, called todah2 in Hebrew, became the most important 

sacrifice in the Davidic worship.  The todah expressed profound gratitude for God’s 

deliverance from death or some other great ordeal.   

a.  It was the only sacrifice that used unleavened bread.   

b.  The sacrificed animal represented the person offering the sacrifice.   

c.  The English word “Eucharist” derives from the Greek translation of the Hebrew 

todah.  

E.  David prefigures Jesus: 

1.  Both David and Jesus were anointed priest-kings.   

                                                           
1 David dressed as a priest as he brought the Arc into Jerusalem and offered sacrifice (2 Sam 6:13-14).  Solomon also offered 
sacrifice (1 Kgs 3:3-4, 15; 8:14-66). 
2 Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Feast of Faith, pp. 54-58. 
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2.  Both suffered persecution from their brethren.   

3.  Both were identified as a son of God.   

4.  David united the tribes and ruled over them.  Jesus established his rule over the 

whole of God’s broken and scattered family.   

5.  David was thirty at the time of his anointing.  Jesus was thirty when he was baptized 

by John and anointed by the Holy Spirit.   

6.  God forgave the sins of David’s family because of David’s fidelity.  All sins are forgiven 

because of Jesus’ sacrifice.   

7.  The everlasting kingdom God promised to David is perfectly fulfilled in Jesus’ 

kingdom, the Church, which will last forever.  

F.  David’s Sin. 

1.  He committed adultery with Bathsheba, then arranged the murder of her husband 

Uriah in an attempt to hide his sin. 

2.  When confronted by the prophet Nathan, David acknowledged his sin, repented and 

the guilt of the sin was forgiven (1 Sam 12:13).  This is one of the great dramatic 

scenes in the Bible. 

a.  But David still had to pay a temporal price for his sin.  Thus, Nathan declared: “the 

sword shall never depart from your house” (2 Sam 12:10). 

b.  David’s repentance is highlighted in Psalm 51, part of which is recited at every 

Mass to remind the priest celebrant that he, too, is a sinner in need of God’s 

mercy.  We should pray for our priests, because holy priests develop holy 

parishioners.  

 

III.  Solomon, Division, Exile. 

A.  Solomon’s Reign: 

1.  Solomon’s reign began on a high note.  “Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the 

statutes of David his father” (1 Kgs 3:3). 

2.  However, it ended badly: “For when Solomon was old his wives turned away his 

heart after other gods; and his heart was not wholly true to the Lord his God, as was 

the heart of David his father” (1 Kgs 11:4). 

3.  Nevertheless, God did not rip away the kingdom from Solomon because of David (1 

Kgs 11:13). 

4.  Solomon breaks the laws given to kings (Deut 17:16-17): 

a. “multiply horses”, that is, build a large army.  Solomon acquired 40,000 stables, 

12,000 horseman, 1,400 chariots (1 Kgs 4:20; 10:26). 

b. “multiply wives for himself.”  Solomon, acquired 700 wives and 300 concubines (1 

Kgs 11:3-8). 

c. “greatly multiply for himself silver and gold.”  In one year, Solomon acquired 666 

talents of gold (1 Kgs 10:14).  This number only appears in one other place in the 
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Bible, where in the Book of Revelation (Rev 13:18) it is the mark of the beast-

antichrist, and is the superlative symbol (666) of imperfection.  Initially, St. John 

used this number as a code for the evil emperor Nero, whose name translated 

from Greek to Hebrew adds up to 666.  However, this number also looks to all the 

beast-antichrists down through history until we come to the final time of the 

antichrist.   

The tragedy of King Solomon is that he began his rule as a type of Jesus, the Son 

of David, and ended his reign as a type of the antichrist.  This brings to mind to 

important sayings: 

 1) “Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely” (Lord Acton). 

 2) “There, but for the grace of God, go I” (unknown). 

5.  Lurking in the background of Solomon’s kingdom was a simmering discontent among 

the northern tribes because of Solomon’s punitive taxes and work requirements that 

were needed to build the king’s grand edifices. 

B.  The Kingdom Divides 

1.  After Solomon’s death his arrogant and immature son Rehoboam (930-913) refused 

to reduce the burden of taxes and forced labor imposed on the northern ten tribes 

by his father.   

2.  As a result, they rebelled and formed the larger kingdom of Israel under Jeroboam I 

(930-910). 

3.  The remaining two tribes of Judah and Benjamin formed the smaller kingdom of 

Judah under Rehoboam.   

C.  Northern Kingdom 

1.  Jeroboam created a false religion by erecting golden calves (1 Kgs 12:28-33). The 

result was disastrous:  

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.  Unless the Lord 

watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain” (Ps 127:1). 

2.  The end of the kingdom came when the mighty Assyrian empire crushed the 

northern tribes in 722 B.C. and scattered most of them into the far north of their 

vast empire.   

a.  The Assyrians then resettled the vacant territory of the northern tribes with five 

Gentile tribes who came with their pagan deities (2 Kgs 17).   

b.  The Samaritans were the offspring of the intermarriages between the remnant of 

the northern tribes not taken into exile and the five pagan tribes that the 

Assyrians resettled in the land.   

c.  From this point forward the northern tribes were known as the lost ten tribes.   

D.  The Southern Kingdom of Judah and the Babylonian Exile 

1.  Eventually, the kingdom of Judah was reduced to vassalage under Egypt.   

2.  When the Babylonians defeated the Egyptians, Judah became a vassal to Babylon.    
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a.  Eventually the puppet King Zedekiah (597-596) was put on the throne.   

b.  His reckless revolt was crushed ten years later when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed 

the city of Jerusalem and its Temple after an eighteen months siege.   Before the 

city fell, the prophet Jeremiah hid the arc of the covenant.   

c.  After the capture of the city, the Babylonians “slew the sons of Zedekiah before 

his eyes, then put out the eyes of Zedekiah, bound him in fetters, and took him to 

Babylon” (2 Kgs 25:7) never to be heard of again.   

d.  The kingdom of David was hacked down and ceased to exist.  The Babylonian exile 

had begun. 

e.  The prophet Jeremiah, who predicted the fall of Jerusalem, was forced to settled 

in Egypt where he prophesied the fall of Egypt and Babylon (Jer 40-43; 43:8-13).  

It was believed that he was stoned to death in Egypt by his countrymen. 

 

IV.  What followed as the Longing for the Messianic Restoration and the Foreshadowing Jesus 

A.  Virgin birth - Isaiah to King Ahaz: “Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign.  

Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel 

[Hebrew, “God is with us”]” (Is 7:14; Mt 1:23). 

B.  Son of Man -  

 1.  Ordinarily, an idiomatic expression indicating a human person, a man. 

 2.  Except in Daniel 7:13-14: 

“Behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man and he came to 

the Ancient of Days … and to him was given dominion and glory and kingdom, that 

all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him” (Dan 7:13-14; cf. Ps 104:3; Jer 

4:13; Mt 26:64). 

3.  Jesus identifies himself with the “son of man” of Daniel’s vision in his trial before the 

Sanhedrin: 

 Caiaphas: “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God” 

(Mt 26:63). 

 Jesus’ response: “You have said so.  But I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of 

man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven” (Mt 

26:64). 

C.  The terms Shoot and Branch were used to identify the Messiah  

 1. Isaiah spoke of the “Shoot from the stump of Jesse” (Is 11:1). 

2. Other prophets spoke of the “Branch,” “righteous Branch” (Is 4:2; 11:1; Jer 23: 5; 

33:14-15; Dan 11:7; Zech 3:8; 6:12). 

 3.  It is significant that Jesus grew up in Nazareth - “Branch town” from Hebrew netzer. 

4.  Jesus declared in the Book of Revelation: “I am the root and the offspring of David” 

(Rev 22:16). 

D.  Isaiah identified a chief characteristic of the Messiah, the Spirit of the Lord rests upon 
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him (Is 11:1-3).  Clearly this applies to Jesus.  “As he [Jesus] went up immediately from 

the water, and behold, the heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove, and alighting on him;’ and behold, a voice from heaven, saying, 

‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased’” (Mt 3:16-17). 

E.  The Messiah was also seen as The Divine Shepherd (Ps 23:1; 79:13; 80:1; 95:7’ 100:3; Is 

40:11: Ezek 34:11-16)  

 1.  In the Old Testament, God is depicted as the divine shepherd. 

a.  Ps 23:1-3 “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want; he makes me lie down in 

green pastures.  He leads me beside still waters, he restores my soul.  He leads 

me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” 

 b. Ezek 34:11, 15 (after condemning Israel’s false shepherds) “Behold, I, I myself will 

search for my sheep, and will seek them out … I myself will be the shepherd of 

my sheep.”  

2.  Jesus: “I am the good shepherd” … (Jn 10:14). 

3.  Jesus’ lament: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem … How often would I have gathered your 

children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not” 

(Mt 23:37). 

F.  He will build the Lord’s temple: 

 1.  Zechariah 6:12 - His “name is Branch … and he shall build the temple of the Lord” 

2 “What sign have you to show us for doing this [cleansing the temple].”  Jesus replied, 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” … He spoke to them about 

the temple of his body” (Jn 2:18-19, 21). 

H.  The Messiah would also be The Suffering Servent who will bring justice to Israel and 

Gentiles. 

 St. Paul informs us that Jesus took “the form of a servant” (Eph 2:7)  

1.  Isaiah (42:1-9; 49:1-7; 50:4-11; 52: 13-14; 53:2-3, 12); 

2.  Psalms (22: 1, 16, 18; 69: 7-9, 21; 109:25). 

3.  Zechariah (10:10; 13:6). 

4.  Amos (8:9). 

I.  The Messiah will be a Prophet like Moses. 

 1.  Moses predicted that God would send another prophet like him (Deut 18:1-17). 

 2.  He would lead a new and much greater Exodus (Jn 6:14, 25-34; Acts 3:17-26). 

3.  Moses’ mediation rained down manna to feed the people in the wilderness.  So, 

Jesus, the new Moses, would rain down a new manna from heaven “which endures 

to eternal life” (Jn 6: 27). 

4.  Just as Moses set up a hierarchal structure with Aaron as high priest and Abihu and 

Nadad with him as three leaders, twelve priests representing the twelve tribes, and 

seventy elders (Exod 24:1-5); so, Jesus established Peter as his high priest with James 

and John as the three leaders, along with the twelve apostles, and seventy disciples. 
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j.  The Messiah will be The Divine Husband 

1.  Old Testament - God is depicted as the heavenly Husband: 

a.  Jeremiah: In desolate Jerusalem “there shall be heard again the voice of mirth and 

the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride” (Jer 

33:11). 

b.  Hosea: “I will allure her … and in that day, says the Lord, you will call me, ‘My 

Husband,’ and no longer will you call me, ‘My Baal. … And I will espouse you for 

ever” (Hos 2:14, 16, 19). 

c.  Isaiah: “For your Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is his name; and the 

Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called” (Is 

54:5). 

2.  In the New Testament Jesus is identified as the heavenly husband. 

a.  John the Baptist: “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; the friend of the 

bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 

voice; therefore, this joy of mine is now full.  He must increase, but I must 

decrease” (Jn 3:29-30). 

b.  Jesus answering the question why his disciples do not fast: “Can the wedding 

guests fast while the bridegroom is with them?  As long as they have the 

bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.  The days will come, when the 

bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that day” (Mk 

2:19-20). 

c.  Depiction of heaven in the Book of Revelation: “marriage of the Lamb,” and the 

“marriage supper of the Lamb” (Rev 19:7.8). 

k.   The Messiah will bring about A New Covenant 

1.  Promise in Jeremiah: “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant 

which I made with their fathers when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 

the land of Egypt, my covenant which they broke, and I showed myself their 

husband3 says the Lord.  But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 

upon their hearts and I will be their God, and they shall be my people” (Jer 31:31-

33). 

2.  Jesus fulfills the promise of the new covenant:  

a. “This chalice which is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood” (Lk 

22:20).   

b. “This chalice is the new covenant in my blood” (1 Cor 11:25). 

 

                                                           
3 The Hebrew can be translated as “husband” or “master.”  “Husband” has more in common with the covenant context of 
the passage, the book of Jeremiah, and the whole Bible. 
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V.  The Rejection of God is depicted as Spiritual Adultery 

The prophetic books provide a unique insight into how the unfaithfulness of the Hebrew 

people was understood from the perspective of the covenant.  They understood that the 

covenant was a spiritual marriage with the Lord.  Consequently, sins are viewed as spiritual 

adultery.     

 

Jeremiah: “Can a maiden forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire?  Yet my people have 

forgotten me days without number” (Jer 2:32).   

“But she too [the kingdom of Judah] went and played the harlot … committing adultery 

with stone and tree [idol worship]” (Jer 3:9).   

“Surely, as a faithless wife leaves her husband, so have you been faithless to me, O house of 

Israel” (Jer 3:20). 

 

Ezekiel: “But you trusted in your beauty, and played the harlot.  … And you took your sons 

and your daughters, whom you had borne to me, and these you sacrificed to them to be 

devoured.  Were your harlotries so small a matter that you slaughtered my children and 

delivered them up as an offering by fire to them?  And in all your abominations and your 

harlotries you did not remember the days of your youth” (Ezek 16:15, 20-22).   

 

Hosea: “Go, take to yourself a wife of harlotry and have children of harlotry, for the land 

commits great harlotry by forsaking the Lord” (Hos 1:2). 

 

Isaiah: “How the faithful city [Jerusalem] has become a harlot, she that was full of justice!  

Righteousness lodged in her, but now murderers” (Is 1:20). 

 

REFLECTION 

Two events stand out in the history of the kingdom.  The first is the frequent rejection of God 

and the spiritual damage it causes the people, even at a human level.  This tragedy is 

prophetically captured in the Book of Hosea where the people’s infidelity to God is portrayed 

in the adultery of Hosea’s unfaithful wife, Gomer.  It is a painful allegory of God’s broken 

covenantal relationship with his Chosen People. 

 

The second event is God’s amazing mercy, which is a frequent biblical theme.  The focus of the 

Book of Jonah, for example, teaches that God’s mercy extends to all people when they repent, 

even the hated inhabitants of Nineveh.  This is why Jonah tried to escape his prophetic calling; 

he wanted to see them punished.  It is also the reason he was angry and complained to God: “I 

knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy” (Jonah 

4:2).   
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God’s mercy was also a frequent theme in the Psalms.  For example, Psalm 86, which is 

attributed to David, affirmed: “But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger 

and abounding in mercy and faithfulness.”  Therefore, David and those who pray this psalm can 

have the courage to pray, “Turn to me and take pity on me; give your strength to your servant, 

and save the son of your handmaid” (Ps 86:16).  There is no sin or accumulations of sin that 

God will not forgive if he is approached in humble remorse. 

 

Prominent examples of God’s mercy abound in the New Testament.  Let consider the following 

three: 

Mary Magdalene from whom Jesus removed seven demons (Mk 16:9; Lk 8:2), which indicated 

her wedded relationship with the devil.  She stood with the Blessed Mother and the holy 

women at the cross (Jn 19:25), and was given the privilege to be the first recorded eyewitness 

of Jesus’ Resurrection (Mt 28:1-10).  There is a tradition that the Apostle John chose Mary 

Magdalene to the companion of the Blessed Mother after Jesus’ Ascension because she was 

the mt chaste of the holy women. 

Peter not only denied Jesus three times, but he sealed his treachery with an oath.  Jesus 

publically forgave Peter after the Resurrection at the Sea of Tiberias when then he said to 

Peter: “Feed my Lambs, tend my sheep, feed my sheep” then Jesus added, “Follow me” (Jn 

21:15-19).  When he was condemned to death in Nero’s persecution, Peter asked to be 

crucified upside down because he was not worthy to die like his beloved Lord and Savior.   

Paul was the proud Pharisee who took the responsibility for Stephen’s martyrdom (Acts 7:58, 

60), after which he began the first persecution of the Church (Acts 8:1-3).  Therefore, Paul 

wrote of himself: “For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the Church of God” (1 Cor 15:9).  Yet, by God’s grace he became the great apostle 

to the Gentiles. 

God love and mercy has no limits! 
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