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O Lord God,
Examiner of hearts and 

knower of unseen things,
Make us worthy to praise You.

Have mercy on us, 
as You had on those 

who You healed. 
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Sister Faustina Kowalska 
  

Sister Faustina was a young, uneducated nun in a con-
vent of the Congregation of Sisters of Our  Lady of Mercy 
in Poland during the 1930s. She came from a poor family 
that struggled during the years of World War I. She had 
only three years of simple education, so hers were the 
humblest tasks in the convent, usually in the kitchen  or 
garden.  However, she received extraordinary revelations 
— or  messages — from our Lord Jesus. Jesus asked 
Sr. Faustina to record these experiences, which she      

compiled into notebooks. These notebooks are known today as the Diary 
of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska, and the words contained within are 
God's loving message of Divine Mercy.  
 
Though the Divine Mercy message is not new to the teachings of the 
Church, Sr. Faustina's Diary sparked a great movement, and a strong 
and significant focus on the mercy of Christ. Saint John Paul II                
canonized Sr. Faustina in 2000 making her the "first saint of the new 
millennium." Speaking of Sr. Faustina and the importance of the               
message contained in her Diary, the Pope call her "the great apostle of           
Divine Mercy in our time."  
 
Today, we continue to rely of St. Faustina as a constant reminder of the 
message to trust in Jesus' endless mercy, and to live life                              
mercifully toward others. We also turn to her in prayer and                   
request her intercession to our merciful Savior on our behalf.  

TTHHIISS  WWEEEEKK’’SS  MMAASSSS  IINNTTEENNTTIIOONNSS 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday, 4/24: +Tony Moussa 
 
Tuesday, 4/26: Davina, Vida, Stephanie, Stephen, & Chidozie Ugochukwu
   
 

Wednesday, 4/13 Sunny & Alphonsine Ugochukwu 
 
 
+Repose of the Soul 

Divine Mercy & Doubting Thomas 

The Second Sunday of Easter is "Divine Mercy Sunday". Our Gospel (John 20: 19-31) recounted one of the Post-Resurrection appearances of 
Jesus Christ to his disciples, where Jesus appears to his disciples, coming through locked doors and says "Peace be with you" breathing upon 
them the Holy Spirit and communicating His authority to forgive sins.  However, Thomas was not present. The Beloved disciple John records this 
exchange between the Risen Lord and Thomas which follows: "Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  
So the other disciples said to him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger 
into the nail marks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe." 
 
"Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them.  Jesus came, although the doors were locked, and stood in their 
midst and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, 
and do not be unbelieving, but believe." Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord and my God!"  This encounter led to Thomas being called 
"Doubting Thomas". Yet the tradition tells us that so called "doubting Thomas" died a martyr for his faith. He also became a messenger of Mercy to 
India, a missionary who shed his own blood for the Master whom he encountered on that day. His insistence on touching the wounds presented the 
Disciple John another opportunity to explain for all of us the implications of the Bodily Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Thomas´s response in his encounter with the Risen Lord, "My Lord and My God" reveals the heart of prayer as a call to adoration and communion 
with God. It has become the exclamation for millions, myself included, when faced with the Mystery of Mysteries, the Holy Eucharist at the elevation 
during Mass. I suggest that Thomas was not a doubter, rather he was a believer. And he is a model for all of us at every Eucharist which is the 
Feast of Mercy. Pope St Gregory the Great who occupied the Chair of Peter between 590 and 604 preached a marvelous homily on this encounter 
between Thomas and the Risen Lord: 
 
“What conclusion, dear brethren, do you come to? Surely it was not by chance that this chosen disciple, was missing in the first place? Or that on 
his return he heard, that hearing he doubted, that doubting he touched, and that touching he believed? It was by divine dispensation and not by 
chance that things so fell out. God´s Mercy worked wonderfully, for when that doubting disciple touched his Master´s wounded flesh he cured the 
wound of our disbelief... So this doubting disciple, who actually touched, became a witness to the reality of the resurrection"  
 
Jesus turned Thomas´s doubt into an event of Mercy for generations to come. Out of the repentance born from seeing Mercy Incarnate, touching 
the wounds of His Divine love, came those wonderful words that have formed the most profound of personal prayers for millennia. "My Lord and My 
God" Pope St Gregory was right, "Thomas´ doubt healed the wounds of all of our doubts". At the Liturgy of Canonization for Sister Mary    Faustina 
Kowalski, Sunday, April 30, 2000, the late Servant of God John Paul II proclaimed: "Before speaking these words, Jesus shows his hands and his 
side. He points, that is, to the wounds of the Passion, especially the wound in his heart, the source from which flows the great wave of mercy 
poured out on humanity. From that heart Sr. Faustina Kowalska, the blessed whom from now on we will call a saint, will see two rays of light shin-
ing from that heart and illuminating the world: "The two rays", Jesus himself explained to her one day, "represent blood and water."  Divine Mercy 
reaches human beings through the heart of Christ crucified and Risen.   Written By:  Deacon Keith Fournier 

DDaaiillyy  SSccrriippttuurree  RReeaaddiinnggss  AApprriill  2244tthh  ttoo  AApprriill  3300tthh  
  

Sunday, 4/24: 2Cor 5:11-21 Jn 20:26-31 
Monday, 4/25: 1Pet 1:1-9 Jn 20:1-10 
Tuesday, 4/26: 1Pet 1:10-16  Jn 20:11-18 
Wednesday 4/27: 1Pet 1:17-21 Mt 28:11-15  
Thursday, 4/28: 1Pet 1:22-25 Mt 28:16-20 
Friday, 4/29: 1Pet 2:1-10 Jn 2:13-25 
Saturday, 4/30: 1Pet 2:11-17 Mt 22:41-46 



RReeqquueessttiinngg  aa  MMaassss  IInntteennttiioonn  aatt    
OOuurr  LLaaddyy  ooff  LLeebbaannoonn  MMaarroonniittee  CCaatthhoolliicc  CChhuurrcchh            

The practice of offering the Holy Mass for the repose of the soul 
of the deceased originates in the early church. The catechism 
teaches, “From the beginning the Church has honored the 
memory of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, 
above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they 
may attain the beatific vision of God.”  Therefore, just as we pray 
for each other and share each other’s burdens now, the faithful 
on earth can offer prayers and sacrifices to help the departed 
souls undergoing purification, and no better prayer could be   
offered than that of the holy sacrifice of the Mass.  PLEASE  
schedule your Mass Intentions by contacting Sara in the Church Of-
fice (NOT Father because he does not have the datebook) at:  972-436-
7617, or via email at LadyofL719@gmail.com 

Dear Parishioners:  Please note that the donations 
you give for Mass intentions to Fr. Assaad go                   
towards helping the seminarians in his order.  He 
writes a check to his order to support them in their 
studies.   

Mother of fair love, I look to you. 
Take into your hands the ribbon of my life, 

and see the snarl of knots that keeps me bound 
to sin, anxiety, and hopelessness. 

 
Join us for our Community Rosaries: 

Tuesday through Friday: 8:30AM in the Chapel 
Saturday: 5:00PM in the Sanctuary 

Sunday:  8:00AM & 10:30AM in the Sanctuary 
. 

MANY THANKS FROM OUR PASTOR!! 

Our Easter was so Blessed! 

So many people to say thank you to for all of your time, talent, and treasures 
you so willingly gave to make our Holy Week Mission and  
celebrations a true honor to our Risen Lord!  From Palm Sunday though  
Easter Sunday, our Sanctuary looked spectacular—thank you to all who 
worked behind the scenes with the tomb, the flowers, the candles, and the 
setup/changeovers for the themes of each day.  Our Palm Sunday procession  
candles were particularly beautiful this year—how blessed we are that we are 
able to have our processions safely and reverently!  Thank you to our  
decorators, our candle designer & our sellers, our  photographer, our builders, 
our choirs, our ushers, altar servers, lectors, and our councilmen!  Thank you to 
our Easter Egg Hunt Coordinators and our Reception Coordinators. 

Thank you to all of our guest Priests—especially Fr. Mitch Pacwa for his  
compassion, wisdom & zeal, and to Msgr. Duesman. Fr. Stritmatter, and Fr.  
Popov too for hearing our Confessions. 

I pray that this Lenten Season with our Stations of the Cross, our Lenten class, 
and our Holy Week Mission blessed you and your loved ones tremendously.                                                                                                                            

I keep you ALL in my prayers— 

Fr. Assaad 

 

We will celebrate First Communions with our  
children on Sunday, May 1st, 2022 

at the 11:00 AM Mass.                                                                          

Religious Ed is back in session!!! 

Come and join us on Sunday, April 24th,  
upstairs in the Parish Hall between the    
Masses.  WELCOME BACK! 

Due to the Publisher’s Deadline,  
The Mass Collection & Second Collection Totals  

are unavailable at this time. 

PPeenntteeccoosstt  SSuunnddaayy  iiss  JJuunnee  55tthh!!  

WWee  wwiillll  cceelleebbrraattee  oouurr  CCoonnffiirrmmaattiioonnss    
aatt  tthhee  88::3300AAMM  MMaassss.. 
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To advertise here, 
call DEE PRINTING 

at 1-800-292-9020
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