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O Lord God,
Examiner of hearts and 

knower of unseen things,
Make us worthy to praise You.

Have mercy on us, 
as You had on those 

who You healed. 

Rev. Assaad ElBasha, M.L.M., Pastor
Deacon George Elandary

Mass Schedule
Sunday 8:30 A.M. English
 11:00 A.M. Bilingual: English/Lebanese
Monday  No Mass
Tuesday-Friday 9:00 A.M. English
Saturday 5:30 P.M. English

Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00-5:00 P.M.

Eucharistic Adoration
Sunday 2:00-7:00 P.M.
Monday-Friday 9:00 A.M.-7:00 P.M.
Saturday 9:00 A.M.-5:30 P.M.

Our Lady of LebanonOur Lady of Lebanon
Maronite Catholic ChurchMaronite Catholic Church
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Prayer Corner 
 

O Mary, you who are called “The Cedar of Lebanon,” look down 
upon your children who today and always beg your guiding hand.  
Grant us faith to withstand the sweeping blows of life as the cedar 
stands straight against the wind.  Develop in us the hope, the 
hope of the Resurrection, that we may believe what your Divine 
Son has revealed to us, that we may appreciate the joy that 
should be ours.  Dear Mother, increase our love, the love we 
should have for the Blessed Trinity, our filial love for you, and to 
the perfection of this love:  to love our neighbor not in theory but in 
solid prayer and practice.  We now kneel at your feet, dear Lady, 
begging for your blessing and beseeching your                             
intercession to your Divine Son for all our church and government 
authorities, for ourselves, and all our relatives and friends.  Our 
Lady, Queen of Lebanon, America, and the Universe—Pray for 
us.  

TTHHIISS  WWEEEEKK’’SS  MMAASSSS  IINNTTEENNTTIIOONNSS 
 
Sunday, 5/1: +Maria Josefina DeMartinez, +Ruth Hale, Sam Smith 
 
Tuesday, 5/3: +Nick Cvetovich, Jr.  
 
Thursday, 5/5: Gracie Black 
 
Friday, 5/6 : +Legion of Mary, +Thomas Family  
 
 
+Repose of the Soul 

Our Lady of Lebanon Feast Day (First Sunday in May) 
 

Ya Aadra — “Oh Virgin.”  That's the spontaneous plea cried out by Lebanese Christians in moments of distress.  The fact that the entreaty is heard so often in 
this land is testimony to the fervent devotion to Our Lady found here.  “When American Protestant missionaries began arriving in Lebanon in the mid-19th     
century, the Lebanese Christians realized that the Protestants didn't share Lebanon's love for Our Lady,” explains Jesuit Father Martin McDermott, an American 
who has served in Lebanon for 31 years. “The Protestants thought of her as an ordinary woman, so their mission has had very limited success in Lebanon.”  
Most of the Christians here are Maronite Catholics. That explains why the tiny country — it's only about the size of New Jersey — has at least 3,000 churches, 
chapels and shrines dedicated to the Blessed Mother. 

By far the most-visited tourist site in Lebanon is the Shrine of Harissa, Our Lady of Lebanon. Located 16 miles from Beirut and perched atop Mount Lebanon, 
and topped by a beautiful Marian statue rising 1,886 feet above sea level, the site is breathtaking. It affords spectacular views of Lebanon's countryside and the 
Mediterranean Sea.  “What a beautiful horizon!” That was how Pope John Paul II reacted at Harissa as he gazed at the sunset and the sea of Lebanese youth 
gathered to be with him on May 10, 1997. 

The shrine's origins trace to Maronite Patriarch Elias Boutros El-Hoyaek and Msgr. Carol Duval, who decided in 1904 to commission a token of grateful devotion 
to Mary on the 50th anniversary of the dogmatic proclamation of the Immaculate Conception. The statue was consecrated in May 1908 upon the 50th             
anniversary of Our Lady's apparition to St. Bernadette Soubirous in Lourdes, France. This first Sunday in May has since been Our Lady of Lebanon's feast day. 

The statue was crafted in Lyon, France, of molten bronze and painted white. The 65.6-foot-high stone base, with steps spiraling up to Our Lady, was designed by 
French architect Gio in the shape of a trunk, like that of a cedar tree. Our Lady towers over this pedestal; she stands 27.8 feet high, 18 feet wide.  Inside the base 
of Harissa is the lovely “Mother of Light” (Oumm En-Nour) chapel. Crafted stone-by-stone in the old rustic Lebanese architectural style, it has but a handful of 
pews, offering a quiet oasis for prayer. The altar's crucifix, tabernacle and “Mother of Light” statue are all carved from Lebanon's cedar wood, known as Arz al 
Rab — “God's Cedars.” 

“She stands up majestic like the cedars in Lebanon,” reads the inscription above the chapel's entrance. For the pilgrim, standing high above the sea and nestled 
under Our Lady's outstretched arms, with the sky as her blue mantle, it's easy to feel a childlike sense of peace and security.  Nearby, the adjacent basilica   
hovers over Harissa. Architect Pierre El-Khoury's design was inspired by the Lebanese cedar tree and Phoenician ships. Construction began in 1970 and     
continues, although it looks completed. Inside the basilica, Harissa's shrine is framed within the church's massive window (137.8 feet tall). It seems a reminder 
that Our Mother is always with us. The basilica seats 3,500. When Pope John Paul II visited, tens of thousands of youth overflowed this huge church; the crowds 
spilled onto the grounds of Harissa and down the mountain road.  Written By:  Doreen Abi Raad (www.ncregister.com) 

 

DDaaiillyy  SSccrriippttuurree  RReeaaddiinnggss  MMaayy  11sstt  ttoo  MMaayy  77tthh  
  

Sunday, 5/1: 2Tim 2:8-13 Lk 24:13-35 
Monday, 5/2: 1Pet 2:18-25 Lk 24:44-49 
Tuesday, 5/3: 1Pet 3:1-12  Jn 6:28-33 
Wednesday 5/4: 1Pet 3:13-22 Jn 6:34-40  
Thursday, 5/5: 1Pet 4:1-11 Jn 6:41-47 
Friday, 5/6: 1Pet 4:12-19 Jn 6:48-59 
Saturday, 5/7: 1Pet 5:1-14 Jn 6:60-71 



RReeqquueessttiinngg  aa  MMaassss  IInntteennttiioonn  aatt    
OOuurr  LLaaddyy  ooff  LLeebbaannoonn  MMaarroonniittee  CCaatthhoolliicc  CChhuurrcchh            

The practice of offering the Holy Mass for the repose of the soul 
of the deceased originates in the early church. The catechism 
teaches, “From the beginning the Church has honored the 
memory of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, 
above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they 
may attain the beatific vision of God.”  Therefore, just as we pray 
for each other and share each other’s burdens now, the faithful 
on earth can offer prayers and sacrifices to help the departed 
souls undergoing purification, and no better prayer could be   
offered than that of the holy sacrifice of the Mass.  PLEASE  
schedule your Mass Intentions by contacting Sara in the Church Of-
fice (NOT Father because he does not have the datebook) at:  972-436-
7617, or via email at LadyofL719@gmail.com 

 

PPeenntteeccoosstt  SSuunnddaayy  iiss  JJuunnee  55tthh!!  

WWee  wwiillll  cceelleebbrraattee  oouurr  CCoonnffiirrmmaattiioonnss    
aatt  tthhee  88::3300AAMM  MMaassss.. 

MMootthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  iiss  NNeexxtt  SSuunnddaayy,,    
MMaayy  88tthh!!                                                                                      

TThhee  lloovveelliieesstt  mmaasstteerrppiieeccee  ooff  tthhee  
hheeaarrtt  ooff  GGoodd  iiss  tthhee  lloovvee  ooff  aa  MMootthheerr..  

The Order of St. Sharbel is an organization of lay           
people and clergy who have pledged their spiritual 
strength and financial support for Our Lady of                   
Lebanon Seminary and the retired Maronite clergy of 
the Maronite Eparchies in the USA. 

For more information about the Order, ask your              
Pastor, visit www.orderstsharbel.org or write to: 

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon, 1021 South 10th 
Street, St. Louis, MO 63104 

April 24th 2022  

5:30 PM Mass $1,074 

8:30 AM Mass $2,266 

11:00 AM Mass $2,046 

Total $5,386 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  tthhee  HHoouussee  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd!! 

The Legion of Mary is open to all Catholics who faithfully 
practice their religion and are animated by a desire to fulfill 
their role in the Catholic Church’s apostolate through the 
Legion.  Join us!  We meet every Tuesday at 7 PM in the 
Chapel!  

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  ttoo  oouurr  aallll  
FFiirrsstt  CCoommmmuunniioonn  RReecciippiieennttss!!  

AAnndd  tthheeiirr  ppaarreennttss                                                    
aanndd  tteeaacchheerrss!!  

Blessings to you on your First Communion.  
Through receiving the Body and Blood of Jesus 

Christ for the first time, may you feel your union 
with Jesus today and every day as you live a life of 
faith dedicated to Him.  By receiving the Eucharist 

for the rest of your life, you will be one day with 
Jesus and live with Him one day in eternity.                          

Congratulations!  

We will let you know how much we raised 
for Our Lady of Lebanon National Shrine.  

Thank you for your generosity! 
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To advertise here, 
call DEE PRINTING 

at 1-800-292-9020

#9
52

02
1-

LB
-4

/2
1/

20
22


