
John “Jack” Schmitt, 
 
and all those in nursing homes. 

The facilities and services of Stella Maris Parish are available to its active 
members.  This includes use of the Church for Baptisms, Weddings, and other 
sacramental events and includes parishioner status in our parochial schools.  Active 
membership is determined by three things:  being registered in the parish for a 
sufficient period of time, faithful attendance at Mass on Sundays and Holy Days, and 
the use of the envelope system in support of the parish. 
N.B.  If you are attending Stella Maris but not receiving envelopes, then you are not 
registered.  Please call the Parish Office for registration information. 

 

MARRIAGE 
We are unable to accommodate all of the requests for weddings at Stella Maris.  To 
marry here, at least one party to the marriage should be an active parishioner, 
regularly attending Mass for one year before asking to schedule a wedding.  As 
Catholics, we believe that God has a plan for marriage.  Cohabitation before 
marriage is not part of God’s plan and decreases the chances of success in main-
taining a permanent union.  Cohabitating couples should separate and live apart 
before requesting the Sacrament of Matrimony.  More information is available from 
the parish office regarding guidelines for weddings and parishioner status.  
Diocesan policy requires at least six months’ notice before setting a wedding date. 
 

SACRAMENTAL POLICY 
In order to receive First Holy Communion or Confirmation, students in Grades 2 
and 8 must attend  TWO FULL YEARS of  religious instructions if they are NOT 
in our Catholic School system.  No more than THREE (3) classes can be missed 
during the year of sacramental preparation. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE SICK IN OUR PARISH 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

If anyone wishes to receive Communion and is unable to 
 come to Mass, call Deacon Jason Vaughan at 843-883-3044 

 
 
 

BAPTISM 
 

To schedule a Baptism please contact Deacon Jason Vaughan at 843-883-3044. 
 

NURSERY 
 

The Nursery in the parish hall remains closed until further notice. 
 

REQUIESCAT IN PACE    
 

In the charity  of your prayers please pray for the repose of the soul of John 
“Jack” Schmitt, father of parishioner Peter Schmitt. 

 
 
 
 
 

NIMETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

August 8th – 15th               
 

Sat., Aug. 8th   5:30pm Mass                                    Ints. Mike & Paula Burley                 
Sun., Aug. 9th   8:00am Mass                                  For the People 

9:30am Mass                                lMargaret Shumanl   
  11:30am Mass              lThomas Shortl 
 5:30pm Latin Mass                Ints. Mary Brigid Allen 
Mon. Aug 10th   6:30pm Mass         Ints. Scott & Marian Becker 
Tues., Aug. 11th 8:00am Mass                                   Ints. Paul Zaio   
Wed., Aug. 12th 8:00am Mass                   lBette & Joe Griffithl  
Thurs. Aug 13th  6:30pm Mass                    Ints. Benjamin McCoy 
Fri., Aug. 14th  8:00am Mass                    Ints. Ed & Winnie Van Meir 
                55th Wedding Anniv. 
Sat., Aug. 15th  4:00 – 5:00pm   CONFESSIONS 
 
 
 

TODAY’S SCHDULE 
 

August 8st – 9th        
 

EX. MIN. HOLY COMMUNION LECTORS           HOST FAMI LIES 
 
 

 5:30pm c Michael Molony Amy Rankin 
 8:00am c Kati Eller Debby Hurtado      
 9:30am c  Michael Lumpkins Miller Shealy        
11:30am c Christine Story Charley Way, Jr.  
  
  
 
 

SCHEDULE FOR NEXT WEEK 
 

August 15th – 16th       
 

EX. MIN. HOLY COMMUNION LECTORS           HOST FAMI LIES 
 
 

 5:30pm c Jane Ellen Herron Thomas Knisley 
 8:00am c Enrique Hurtado Bob Duke       
 9:30am c  Vincent Sottile Gaven McDowell         
11:30am c Darrel Darby Marty Fosberry  

  

 
 
 
 

MONEY MATTERS 
 

Last week’s collection amounted to $12,877.00 

 

 

 

Stella Maris 

Roman Catholic Church  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome all visitors who have come to worship God with us today. 
And we hope that your visit is safe and enjoyable. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1204 Middle Street, P.O. Box 280 
Sullivan’s Island, South Carolina 29482 

 

Rev. Msgr. Lawrence B. McInerny, J.C.L.  Pastor 
Rev. David Michael  Parochial Vicar  
Mr. Jason Vaughan, MA, MS  Deacon, Pastoral Associate & D.R.E. 
Mr. John Byrnes  School President 
Mrs. Susan Splendido  School Principal 
Mrs. Ann Thompson, LMSW  Registration, Counseling & Activities 
Mrs. Elizabeth Bolchoz Sanford  Communications Coordinator 
Mr. Huey Waldon  Director of Liturgical Music 
Mr. Stephen M. Collins  Associate Musician                
Mrs. Winnie Van Meir  Secretary to the Pastor  

 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday, 9:00 – 4:00; Friday, 9:00 – Noon 

 

Parish Office 843-883-3108  Fax 843-883-3160 
Jason Vaughan 843-883-3044 Ann Thompson 843-607-0135 

 

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services 843-261-0430 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 843-856-0748 

 

St. Vincent De Paul Society Help Line:  843-814-1229 
 

Parish Website: stellamarischurch.org 
 

FORMED WEBSITE:   formed.org/register (Access Code:  R8ZH23) 

Especially:  Maggie Dull, Mike Costanzo, 

 

19TH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

 

August 9, 2020 



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

My dear people, 
 

 Saturday of this week, August 15, is the Feast of Mary’s 
Assumption, usually a holy day of obligation.  Falling as it does on a 
Saturday this year, it is not a holyday of obligation and even if it were 
all are dispensed from Mass attendance during the pandemic. 
 

 In your personal prayers, please join me in giving thanks to God that 
we were spared a hurricane or tropical storm this past week.  Based on 
the experience of recent years, you know I have a great concern about 
tidal surge in the church.  The building is obviously old, land has 
accreted around it and the elevation below Station 12 is naturally low.  
While the dunes protect the front beach, our end of the Island first sees 
water intrusion from the back beach.  While many inland areas must be 
concerned with tropical rainfall, the Island obviously drains into the 
marsh and ocean unless the tides are too high.  Inland areas have hills, 
valleys and streams which can flood deeply and easily with slow 
moving tropical storms and hurricanes.  For us, the main problem is 
tidal surge.  Forecasters have gotten very good (with computer models) 
at providing us with the anticipated track of most storms.  More 
recently, their models have honed in on intensity.  Surge is difficult to 
predict and I noticed the display from the National Hurricane Center 
made clear that readers understood it is an experimental mode.  The 
NHC required viewers to acknowledge a warning message to that effect 
before viewing.  The amount of surge has many variables:  the track of 
the storm, the angle at which it approaches the coast, the speed of 
approach, the intensity of the winds, and more. 
 

 Once we got the track of the storm, I started checking predicted tide 
heights.  With a full moon, the evening tides were expected to be higher 
than normal.  Years ago, I read that the average high tide in Charleston 
harbor is 5.6’ above mean low water.  (That may have well changed and 
I’d be grateful for anyone to enlighten me if it has.)  The predicted tide 
for Monday night was 6.1 above mean low water, i.e. higher than 
average based on astronomy.  Initially the predicted surge from Isaias 
was 2-4 feet.   Would we need to sandbag the church again?  Given the 
heat, humidity and threats of COVID 19, you know what I was praying 
about.  The worst case scenario would be having the surge from a storm 
hitting us or even passing by us offshore at the time of high tide. Had 
we gotten a 4 foot surge over a 6.1 high tide, the church would have 
flooded.  (It begins to flood at a little over 9.2 or so above mean low 
water.)  The Weather Service now provides predictions about upcoming 
tide heights and they were initially calling for an 8’ tide Monday night.  
I was relieved to see they revised it downward as the storm’s speed of 
movement made it clearer that the worst surge would come to us around 
5:30 or so, some three and a half hours before high tide.  This is a long 
explanation of a simple saying:   “Timing is everything.”  Indeed, we 
thank God for hearing our prayers and those of Our Lady for our 
protection. 
 

 During the week, I popped in over at Christ Our King-Stella Maris 
School to see how preparations for re-opening were going.  The last 
time  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 NEWS 
 
 

HOMESCHOOL CO-OP OPENINGS 
 

Are you interested in a Catholic homeschool co-op?  Our Lady Star of the Sea 
homeschool co-op will meet every Thursday on Sullivan’s Island.  For the 2020/21 
academic year, there are a few available spaces in 3rd-5th, and 6th-8th grades.  For 
further information, please call Audrey Vaughan at 843-327-7304 or email:  
audrey.vaughan@ymail.com. 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK IN OUR PARISH 
 

Please Note:  Some time ago we advertised in the bulletin that we would like to 
update our Prayers for the Sick list but unfortunately we had very limited responses 
to that request.  As a result, we are refreshing our list beginning with newly 
requested names.  If you would like to have a name added to our revised list it will 
be necessary for you to call the office during regular office hours (9:00am – Noon 
during COVID 19) and ask to have that person’s name included.  Thank you for 
your understanding. 
 

JOIN FLOCKNOTE FOR PARISH NEWS 
 

Do you want to stay in the loop with events, messages, and reminders from Stella 
Maris Catholic Church?  Text StellaMaris to the number 84576 to opt-in to 
receiving parish news from Flocknote, or email stellamaris.ebs@gmail.com to be 
added.  (Text code is case sensitive) 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
July Collection for the Needy in the area 

 

Our SVdP volunteers were once again prevented from passing the basket outside 
Masses for our monthly collection. We appreciate all of you who have faithfully 
dropped off or mailed in donations to support our work. When you provide a 
check, please remember to write SVdP or St. Vincent in the message area, and on 
the outside of the envelope. This helps keep it separate from all the other accounts 
our bookkeepers are trying to manage.  Thank you again for your continuous 
support. We hope to see you in August. 
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to that request.  As a result, we are refreshing our list beginning with newly 
requested names.  If you would like to have a name added to our revised list it will 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 
Bishop England High School 

 

Bishop England High School is currently accepting applications to fill a 
maintenance staff position.  Work hours would be from 10am-8pm Monday-Friday.  
Please contact Bill Collier for more information at bcollier@behs.com, or 843-849-
9599, ext. 158. 
 

ROSARY IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE 
 

Please join local families in praying the rosary on August 15th, at 9:00 AM, 
outside Stella Maris Church. We will pray for our families, the Church, our 
country, our leaders, the upcoming election, peace, for good and holy priests and 
bishops who try to lead their flocks amidst the tumult and noise, and for your own 
intentions. 
 

FROM THE BOOKKEEPER 
 

If you are not comfortable coming to Mass yet, you can always put your 
envelope in a regular envelope and mail it to parish post office box (and not the 
street address):  Stella Maris Church, P.O. Box 280, Sullivan’s Island, SC  29482.  
Other options for donations to the parish are: 
 

Personal bank account via “online banking” by setting up a payment in “bill 
pay.”  There is no fee for this service, either for you or for us.  You will have 
options for:  a one-time payment, or a recurring payment on either a weekly or 
monthly basis, including a specific period of time, i.e. how many weeks or 
months.  If you use this option, please include your 4-digit envelope account 
number (next to the date, above your address on your envelope) and specify what 
the contribution is for.  If you are not sure of your envelope number, please call 
the parish office. 
 

The parish webpage now has a GIVING button to the far right on the top.  You 
will have the option of using a card or an electronic check, as well as the above 
recurring payment options.  There is a box provided for your envelope number, 
and also a comment box where you can specify what the donation is for, but 
please do not include St. Vincent de Paul or Grateful to Give building fund. 
 

If you using a smart phone, you can use the VENMO app for online giving.  
Once you have downloaded and installed the app, please make your payment to 
“@StellaMarisChurch”.  Please, include your envelope number and what the 
contribution is for. 
 

time I got to visit the school was back in the early days of the pandemic.  
It was so quiet.  Mr. Byrnes, Mrs. Splendido and I got to chat quietly 
about the shutdown, the future, the uncertainty of it all.  What a change 
this week!  Nothing is quiet.  Staff and volunteers are working hard, 
very hard, to create as an environment as possible in which children can 
actually be present to learn together.  All students and visitors will have 
their temperatures checked when they arrive.  Cloak room walls have 
been removed to make classrooms larger (social distancing).   Children 
that sit at tables together will have Plexiglas shields between them I 
think I was told there will be five 8th grades in order to properly 
distance so many students.  I was very much interested in a fogging 
device that disinfects.  Instead of having students change classrooms, 
they will remain together in their grades and the teachers will move 
about.  Time for fresh air will be provided outside but the groups will 
stay together in designated areas for safety.  I know there is a great 
debate about schools and safety in this pandemic.  It seems most parents 
want the children in school, but of course everyone wants the children 
to be safe.  Sadly, there are children who have health conditions that 
may them vulnerable and Christ Our King-Stella Maris is offering live-
streamed classes for them.  Due to special televisions acquired for the 
classroom not only will students at home see the teacher, but the teacher 
can see them.  Students at home will be able to raise their hands ask 
question, and otherwise interact with their teachers and classmates.  At 
present just over 90% of our students plan to attend in person; the other 
students will learn from home with the internet connection. 
 

 Hopefully, you all have positive memories of the days when we 
returned to school after the summer hiatus.  We might not have been too 
thrilled to be going back to school, but how happy we were to see our 
classmates, to meet new ones and together look forward to the year.  
Children’s peers are major influences in their lives and wise parents 
steer them towards good choices in friends.  This is our hope for all 
children:  being able to learn together in a safe environment; for those 
with health concerns, it is good that they, too, can be together with their 
classmates and teachers in the virtual world. 
 

 Last week, I expressed a hope announce a pastoral plan re. First 
Holy Communion, Confirmation, and Religious Ed.  Due to Tropical 
Storm Isaias, I did not get to meet with staff.  Hopefully, this week, we 
can brainstorm. 
 

 Again, I thank you for your prayers during my bout with the 
CORONA virus.  It is good to be up and about, and to all my mother-
figures in the parish:  Yes, I am being cautious and getting rest as 
needed.  It is true:  the fatigue lasts for a long time and I’ll own up to 
some mental fogginess, but that might well have been there all along! 
 

Saint Roch, pray for us that we may be preserved 
from all diseases of body and soul. 

 

      Father McInerny 
 
 

 


