
I was ... in prison and you visited 
me.

— Matthew 26:35-36

For more than 30 years, parish-
ioners from Saint Joseph in Ada 
have visited prisoners at Joseph 
Harp Correctional Center as a 
ministry and corporal work of 
mercy. 

The parishioners visit the center, 
a medium security facility locat-
ed near Lexington, serving them 
once a month since 1985. Their 
devoted and invaluable service 
to the prison population through 
the years was recognized in April 
1994 with a Team Service Award 
from the Oklahoma Department of 
Corrections. 

Elizabeth Witherow and Ann 
Maxwell have been active in this 
prison ministry from the begin-
ning. They consider themselves 
religious volunteers who share 
their faith and try to strengthen 
and bring out the faith in the pris-
oners they visit. Their ministry is 
one of friendship, listening, caring, 
outreach and a sharing of Christ’s 
love through their actions. 

Their presence helps inmates 
function more positively within the 
prison environment, provides a 
connection to the outside commu-
nity, and, in some ways, encour-
ages the inmates for when they 
re-enter into society.

They begin each visit with 

prayer, and then present scripture 
or a video before moving to discus-
sion. If an inmate doesn’t have a 
family, or family members nearby, 
life in a prison can be lonely. 

“All of these things are important 
if an inmate is so fortunate to have 
a group from the outside to come 
in and visit because it lets them 
know that people care,” Witherow 
said.

A prison visit helps the prisoner 

fi nd self-esteem, dignity and self-
worth, she said. When Maxwell 
walks into the prison, she said she 
sees the prisoner as someone’s 
little boy – a child of God. 

She asks an intercessory prayer 
to Saint Peter and Saint Paul, that 
they go before her because they 

understand prison life since they 
were in prison themselves. 

“The person I deal with when 
I go up there is the person that 
Christ is ministering to at the time 
and that doesn’t necessarily mean 
that he’s drug addicted or a child 
abuser or whatever,” Maxwell said. 
“In fact, through the years, the 
less I know about what they have 
done, the better. Because I’m not 
there to judge them. I just come to 
visit them.”

Deacon Dennis Fine helps 
coordinate the prison outreach 
program in Ada and said he is in 
awe of the work and the dedica-
tion, and of how they have “helped 
make our world more merciful.” 

The group also follows Archbish-
op Coakley’s pastoral call to “Go 
Make Disciples.”

Charles Albert is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.
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Go Make Disciples

Ada parishioners bring hope to prisoners
By Charles Albert

For the Sooner Catholic

Inmates at the Joseph Harp Correctional Center pray before a Christmas party. 
Photo provided.

For more information 
or to join the prison 
ministry, contact Dea-
con Dennis Fine at 
defi ne@cableone.net.

In Bethlehem, Latin patriarch says mercy must include more than kin

JERUSALEM – Latin Patriarch 
Fouad Twal said in the Jubilee Year 
of Mercy called by Pope Francis that 
mercy must include every person – 
both kin and foe.

“In these days and time, we suffer 
from the absence of compassion in 
our hearts – as if the coming of Jesus 
Christ and the message of Christmas 
were in vain,” he said in his homily at 
the Church of Saint Catherine, adja-
cent to the Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem, West Bank.

“It is easy to show mercy to those 
with whom we are related by blood, 
kinship, religion and race. However, it 
is diffi cult to extend the relationship 
to include the poor and marginalized, 
prisoners and the victims of violence 
and terrorism in Palestine and in our 
neighboring countries,” he said. “Our 
hearts go out to the millions of ref-
ugees living in camps and shanties, 
suffering from the biting cold; people 
fl eeing from areas of confl ict, many 
are drifting on vast waters aboard 

fragile boats, and the sea becoming a 
collective graveyard.”

“Mercy, compassion and benevo-

lence still exist throughout the world. 
Fortunately, not all people have lost

continued on page 3

By Judith Sudilovsky 
Catholic News Service 

Latin Patriarch Fouad Twal of Jerusalem celebrates midnight Mass on Christmas in 
the Church of St. Catherine, adjacent to the Church of the Nativity, in Bethlehem, West 
Bank. CNS photo/Fadi Arouri, pool via EPA.
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

Go online to ww.archokc.
org/year-of-mercy/
documents to download 
your passports for the Year 
of Mercy pilgrimages in the 
archdiocese.

Mark your calendar for 
upcoming events with Dr. 
Edward Sri, Dr. Gregory 
Popcak and more. Informa-
tion at www.archokc.org/
new-evangelization/home.

Youth and young adults: 
register for upcoming re-
treats at www.archokc.org/
youth-and-young-adult-
offi ce/home.

Plus, don’t miss daily up-
dates on Facebook, Twit-

ter and Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Jan. 12 – Department director meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Jan. 12 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, CPC
Jan. 12 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Jan. 14 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, CPC
Jan. 15 – Mass and keynote speaker, Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre, Diocese of Little Rock
Jan. 16 – Martin Luther King Jr. Mass, 5 p.m., Corpus Christi Church, OKC
Jan. 17 – Mass and celebration for Filipino Feast of Señor Santo Niño, 4 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of    
               Perpetual Help, OKC
Jan. 19 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Sacred Heart, El Reno
Jan. 19 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3:30 p.m., CPC
Jan. 20 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
Jan. 20 – Sanctity of Life Mass, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Jan. 21 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., Saint Eugene, OKC
Jan. 21 – Archdiocesan Personnel Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City recently com-
pleted a research study on our Catholic schools 
conducted by The Catholic University of America. The 
results of this comprehensive study will be unveiled 
in the coming months after we have had a chance 
to digest and prioritize the fi ndings and recommen-
dations. One thing is clear. In spite of the many 
challenges that our Catholic schools face, they are a 
sound investment. And, they are bearing good fruit. 
This issue of the Sooner Catholic provides an annual 
profi le of our Catholic schools. We have a great story 
to tell and we ought not to shrink from telling it!

Catholic schools in Oklahoma and nationwide are 
doing quite well! Here are some interesting facts to 
consider. Based on the average public school per 
pupil cost of $12,054, Catholic schools provide $24 
billion in savings each year to taxpayers. Graduation 
rates at Catholic schools are 99 percent, the highest 
among public, private and other religious schools. 
The same standard of excellence is evident in the fact 
that 85 percent of Catholic high school graduates 
attend four-year colleges, a rate greater than private, 
public and other religious schools.

These are impressive facts. But, they certainly 
don’t tell the whole story. Our Catholic schools offer 
academic excellence and a faith-fi lled education. 

By focusing on faith, 
knowledge and service, 
Catholic schools are 
forming well-rounded 
students who will be 
prepared to take their 
places in the life of the 
Church, in the commu-
nity, in higher education 
and in the workforce. 

Part of the uniqueness 
of the Catholic school experience is that Catholic 
schools do not compartmentalize faith, but strive to 
integrate the riches of our Catholic faith and values 
into every segment of the total curriculum, including 
sports, the arts and community service. 

At the heart and center of the mission of Catholic 
school education is the person of Jesus Christ. While 
Catholic schools have traditionally educated stu-
dents regardless of creed, the mission is inspired and 
sustained by our faith in Jesus Christ as lived out in 
Catholic Church. 

Our mission is to educate the whole person and 
to provide at least the opportunity for every student 
to hear and respond to the Gospel. The mission of 
Catholic schools is not merely to pursue academic 
excellence, nor simply to provide a fi rm foundation 
for work or for higher education. These are import-
ant. The purpose of Catholic schools, however, is 
to awaken faith in students by proposing, teaching, 
celebrating and living out the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
in all that we do. Other than the family, there is no 
more conducive setting for achieving such a goal. We 
will have failed in our mission if we are not intention-
al about forming disciples of Jesus Christ, who will 
be good stewards with servant hearts who pursue 
excellence in whatever vocation God calls them to 
embrace.

In the 1800s, Catholic schools were established in 
virtually every parish of the United States as a vital 
expression of the Church’s mission to evangelize, to 
teach and to form Catholic young people who would 
be prepared to take their place as productive mem-
bers of society in the great American experiment in 
freedom and democracy.

Catholic schools have made priceless contributions 
to American society by educating principled young 
men and women who have taken their places in 
public service, the professions, health care, business 
and the trades, education and the arts, Church and 
family life.

Catholic schools today are part of this rich heritage 
and will leave a rich legacy for those who come after 
us only to the extent that we value its fruits as much 
as those who came before us.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Why Catholic schools matter

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Archbishop Coakley visits All Saints School in Norman. 
Photo Chris Porter.

See pages 7-10 for more infor-
mation on Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
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Prayer service to commemorate Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
“Called to proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord”

The Oklahoma Alliance for 
Liturgy and the Arts will present 
a prayer service to commemo-
rate the 2016 Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity on Sunday, Jan. 
24, 2016, at 4 p.m., at Saint 
Augustine of Canterbury Episco-
pal Church, 14700 N. May Ave., 
Oklahoma City. All are invited.

The service will include music, 
prayer, scripture and presenta-
tions by two speakers. Rev. Jon 
Middendorf, senior pastor, OKC 
First Church of the Nazarene, 
and Rev. Paul Gallatin, retired 
priest of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

This year marks the 109th 
annual observance of the Week 
of Prayer, which began in 1908. 
The observance lasts eight days, 
beginning Jan. 18. These dates 
were originally chosen because 
they included the Christian cel-
ebrations of Saint Peter on Jan. 
18 and Saint Paul on Jan. 25.

Father Stephen Bird, pastor 
of Epiphany of the Lord Catho-
lic Church and president of the 
Oklahoma Alliance for Liturgy 
and the Arts, said, “On the night 

of the Last Supper, Jesus prayed 
for his disciples, ‘that all may 
be one (John 17:21).’ Unfortu-
nately, today all Christians are 
not united. The goal of the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity is 
to pray for the unity that Christ 
wills by whatever means he wills 
it.”

The international theme cho-
sen for the 2016 observance of 
the Week of Prayer is “Called to 
Proclaim the Mighty Acts of the 
Lord” taken from the 1 Peter 2:9.  

The mission of the Oklahoma 
Alliance for Liturgy & the Arts, 
a Christian not-for-profit inter-
denominational organization, is 
to enhance communal worship 
by promoting the visual and 
performing arts in Oklahoma 
churches. 

For more information or ma-
terials on the national Week 
of Prayer, go to www.geii.org, 
Graymoor Ecumenical and In-
terreligious Institute. For more 
information on the event, con-
tact Rev. Stephen Bird, (405) 
722-2110 Ext. 111.

New eparchy to serve Catholics with roots in Indian Christianity

ELMONT, N.Y. – Pope Francis, this month, 
established a new eparchy for the Syro-Malan-
kara Catholic Church in the United States and 
Canada, to serve several thousand Catholics of 
the India-based Church.

The eparchy was created Jan. 4 by elevating 
an existing apostolic exarchate.

The Pope named Bishop Thomas Mar Euse-
bius Naickamparambil as head of the Eparchy 
of Saint Mary, Queen of Peace. Bishop Naick-
amparambil had been head of the preceding 
apostolic exarchate since it was established in 
2010.

The new eparchy will be based at Saint Vin-
cent de Paul Malankara Catholic Cathedral in 
Elmont, N.Y., on Long Island, Vatican Radio 
reports.

The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church’s faith 
and customs are ancient. It dates back to the 
time of Saint Thomas the Apostle’s evangeli-
zation of India in the 1st century. The Church 
celebrates the West Syrian, or Antiochian rite, 
as do the Maronite Catholic Church and the 
Syriac Catholic Church.

The Church was separated from the Holy See 
for several centuries because of disputes with 
Latin Rite missionaries, who sought to impose 
their own customs on the native clergy and 
faithful. The Church reunited with the Holy 
See in 1930. More than 400,000 Catholics are 
members of the Church, according to the Cath-

olic Near East Welfare Association.
The Eparchy of Saint Mary, Queen of Peace is 

the only Syro-Malankara eparchy or exarchate 
outside of India.

The new eparchy will serve 11,500 faithful, 
who mainly live in the states of Illinois, Tex-
as, Michigan, Florida and New York as well as 
the District of Columbia. The eparchy has 19 
priests in 19 parishes or missions as well as 
three institutes of women religious.

By Kevin J. Jones 
CNA/EWTN News 

Syro-Malankara Bishop Thomas Eusebios Naickam-
parambil is seen during a service in 2013 at Immacu-
late Conception Seminary in Huntington, N.Y. On Jan. 
4 Pope Francis appointed Bishop Naickamparambil the 
first bishop of the newly erected eparchy of St. Mary, 
Queen of Peace, of the U.S. and Canada. CNS photo/
Gregory A. Shemitz.

Bethlehem
continued from page 1

their humanity,” he said, adding that mercy 
is not limited to just individual actions and 
relations, but is all-encompassing. 

During Patriarch Twal’s traditional exit 
from Bethlehem on Christmas Day, his car 
was hit with stones thrown by Palestinians 
who were demonstrating against Israeli sol-
diers near Rachel’s Tomb, where the convoy 
passed by, said Jerusalem Auxiliary Bishop 
William Shomali. He said he did not believe 
the stones were thrown intentionally, and 
there was no damage to the cars.

In his homily, Patriarch Twal said that in a 
time when the world is becoming increasingly 
brutal, the faithful of all religions have the 
responsibility to nurture the seeds of mercy 
so that it becomes a “common culture” within 
public and personal life.

“Seeds of mercy are entrenched in all reli-
gions that bind us with Judaism and Islam. 
Mercy is recognized as one of the most prom-
inent attributes of God. Before being omnip-
otent, almighty, creator and supreme, God 
remains the all-merciful,” he said. 

“There is no contradiction between God’s 
mercy and justice, because he is both just 
and merciful. Anyone who refuses to seek 
his mercy will ultimately fall under the fi rm 
grip of his justice. That is what gives hope to 
people and individuals, victims of injustice,” 
he said.

“Together we pray to change the face of the 
world; that our world be a safe dwelling place 
and refuge where justice prevails over rivalry 
and confl ict, mercy over vengeance, charity 
over hatred.”



Once upon a New Year, some 
decades ago, Mike and Sarah 
were discussing their New Year’s 
resolutions. They wanted to raise 
their children in the faith, and 
recognized the need to deepen 
their own. They decided to join the 
parish Bible study. They were new 
to this sort of thing, so they came 
with an open and teachable mind, 
eager to discover the riches hidden 
in the Scriptures.

Each week, as Mike and Sarah 
gathered with other parishioners 
to study the word, a surprising 
pattern emerged. It didn’t really 
happen that way, they were told. 
This or that story was situated in 
the narrative in this way or that, 
because the author was advancing 
an agenda.

The story about the manna that 
fell in the desert to feed the Israel-
ites – that wasn’t an intervention 
from God at all, but rather the 

secretions of insects. The story of 
the multiplication of the loaves 
and fi shes didn’t really happen 
that way, they were told. In fact, 
the crowd had plenty of food, but 
they were hiding it in their cloaks 
because they didn’t want to share. 
The real miracle was that they 
were so moved by Jesus teaching 
that they decided to share what 
they had with others, and that’s 
the real story of how fi ve loaves 
and two fi sh fed 5,000 people. 

And, then there was Saint Paul – 
that intransigent patriarchist! Over 
and over, Mike and Sarah heard 
the message: events didn’t really 
happen that way; it wasn’t really 
like that; God didn’t really do that. 
One night, they had an honest 
discussion with each other. Is any 
of it true, they wondered? If the Bi-
ble was just a collection of myths 
like Zeus and Apollo, why bother?  
Mike and Sarah suddenly found 
themselves in a crisis of faith. 
They simply were not equipped to 
grapple with the problematic philo-
sophical pre-suppositions that had 
guided the authors of the Bible 
study materials.

Mike and Sarah were not alone. 
In fact, just as the Second Vati-
can Council was encouraging the 
faithful to study the Bible, certain 
trends in Biblical scholarship 
became popular that were actu-
ally corrosive to faith. In the 20th 
century, some scholars of the his-
torical-critical method of scripture 
study had championed the move 
to “de-mythologize” the scriptures, 
pointing out that the people of Bib-
lical times did not have the benefi t 
of contemporary scientifi c knowl-
edge.

“Miracles” were to be regarded 
as myth, and dismissed. Such 
approaches to Scripture exclude 
in advance the possibility that 
the same God who designed the 
universe also can temporarily 
suspend its laws to intervene in 
history. The Jewish-Christian tes-
timony is that God did intervene in 
history – and still does. 

The uncritical use of the his-
torical-critical method (and other 
methods such as an indiscrim-
inate application of the “herme-
neutics of suspicion”) was often 
a factor in some of the “cutting 
edge” Bible study programs that 
came into popular use in parishes 
in recent decades. For Catholics 
already beleaguered by the rap-
id secularization of our culture, 
to hear that the Bible was full of 
errors and myths and fabrications 
driven by a variety of sinister agen-
das – well, what would you think? 
Would it deepen and strengthen 
your faith?

I once attended a lay ministry 
formation course in which the 
priest indicated that God doesn’t 
intervene in nature “because he 
respects nature too much.” (What 
about the incarnation, we simple 
souls wondered?)

Responding to this crisis in re-
cent years, the Church has offered 
signifi cant clarifying teaching in 
the area of biblical scholarship. 
Historical-critical methods can be 
used fruitfully within their proper 
limits, but one must be careful 

to discern faulty philosophical 
presuppositions where they are 
present. “Verbum Domini,” written 
by Pope Benedict XVI, indicates 
the terms:

Before all else, we need to ac-
knowledge the benefi ts that his-
torical-critical exegesis and other 
recently-developed methods of tex-
tual analysis have brought to the 
life of the Church. For the Catholic 
understanding of sacred Scrip-
ture, attention to such methods is 
indispensable, linked as it is to the 
realism of the Incarnation: “This 
necessity is a consequence of the 
Christian principle formulated in 
the Gospel of John 1:14: “Verbum 
caro factum est.” The historical 
fact is a constitutive dimension of 
the Christian faith. The history of 
salvation is not mythology, but a 
true history, and it should thus be 
studied with the methods of seri-
ous historical research” (VD 32).

Not all Bible study programs 
have caught up with the Church, 
and still need to be purifi ed of 
these problematic aspects. 

This same document invites us 
to enter into personal dialogue 
with God through his Word. 

Pope Benedict wrote:
“How important it is for our time 

to discover that God alone re-
sponds to the yearning present in 
the heart of every man and wom-
an! Sad to say, in our days, and 
in the West, there is a widespread 
notion that God is extraneous to 
people’s lives and problems. … Yet 
the entire economy of salvation 
demonstrates that God speaks and 
acts in history for our good and 
our integral salvation. Thus, it is 
decisive, from the pastoral stand-
point, to present the Word of God 
in its capacity to enter into dia-
logue with the everyday problems 
that people face. Jesus himself 
says that he came that we might 
have life in abundance” (cf. Jn 
10:10). 

“Consequently, we need to make 
every effort to share the Word of 
God as an openness to our prob-
lems, a response to our questions, 
a broadening of our values and the 
fulfi lment of our aspirations. The 
Church’s pastoral activity needs to 
bring out clearly how God listens 
to our need and our plea for help” 
(VD 23).

Pope Benedict was no armchair 
quarterback in this regard. His 
trilogy, “Jesus of Nazareth,” is 
an outstanding example of truly 
Catholic biblical scholarship in 
practice, balancing the insights of 
modern methods with an ecclesial 
hermeneutic.
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Once upon a Bible study

Carole Brown
Director of New 
Evangelization

A young woman studies the Bible at St. Mary of Celle Parish in Berwyn, Ill., in 
this 2009 fi le photo. CNS photo/Karen Callaway, Catolico.
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The Catholic Difference

Racism bares its fangs
Given the politically-correct hys-

teria that typically surrounds any 
discussion of racism these days, 
I hesitate to use the term. But 
it’s hard to fi nd another that fi ts 
certain reactions to Synod-2015 
from the port side of the Barque of 
Peter. 

Exhibit A: Shortly after the 
Synod concluded, the website of 
the German bishops’ conference 
posted an article by one Björn 
Odendahl, proposing that the great 
success of the New Evangelism 
in Africa is “because the people 
are socially dependent and often 
have nothing else but their faith.” 
Moreover, Herr Odendahl wrote, 
this “romantic, poor Church” is 
growing “because the educational 
situation there is on average at 
a rather low level and the people 
accept simple answers to diffi cult 
questions.” As for all those Afri-
can vocations, well, “the growing 
number of priests is a result not 
only of missionary power but also 
a result of the fact that the priest-
hood is one of the few possibilities 

for social security on the dark 
continent.”

Exhibit B: In the aftermath of 
the Synod, Cardinal Godfried 
Danneels, archbishop-emeritus 
of Mechelen-Brussels, looked 
down his nose, cleared his throat, 
harrumphed – and then told the 
Church in Africa that it ought 
to stop criticizing the infi delity 
and rampant individualism of 
post-Christian Europe, because “it 
is possible that the crisis we have 
had here will spread there, too, 
with all this entails. Africans may 
also experience a situation similar 
to ours. Then, they might call us 
up to see how we dealt with it.” 

Exhibit C: Five weeks after the 
Synod, Paul Vallely, author of an 
admiring biography, “Pope Fran-
cis: The Struggle for the Soul of 
Catholicism,” took his subject 
to the woodshed in a New York 
Times op-ed column entitled “The 
Pope’s Failure in Africa.” What was 
that failure? Pope Francis didn’t 
challenge what Vallely regards as 
African homophobia. And that, 

pace Mr. Vallely, was a missed 
opportunity, because Africa must 
“embrace” a “message of love, mer-
cy and inclusion” if it is “to become 
an accepted member of the univer-
sal Church.” 

Well. 
To Herr Odendahl: It may be 

unfashionable in German Catholic 
circles to read the New Testament 
as any sort of reliable record of 
early Christianity, but do give it 
a try. Then, you might fi nd out 
that the Lord Jesus himself chose 
apostles of a “rather low” educa-
tional level, and that many people, 
perhaps simple by your standards 
but not by the Lord’s, fl ocked to 
him, and later to his apostles, 
because they found in the com-
munity of the friends of Jesus new 
forms of “social security.” (P.S. The 
term “dark continent” has certain 
malodorous connotations. Do try 
to avoid it in the future.) 

To Cardinal Danneels: If we 
begin from the fact that Sunday 
Mass attendance in your coun-
try is something on the order of 4 

percent (as I’m told by one of your 
brother-bishops), it does seem 
somewhat cheeky, and perhaps 
downright preposterous, to sug-
gest that Africans take lessons in 
churchmanship from their puta-
tive Belgian betters. African Cath-
olics are not interested in learning 
what to do with empty churches, 
convents and seminaries. As for 
blaming the ambient cultural 
environment for Euro-Catholi-
cism’s collapse, that’s bad form, 
especially among those for whom 
learning to make an examination 
of conscience was an integral part 
of their sacramental formation. 
Please consider another possibili-
ty: that Belgium, and other Cath-
olic wastelands in 21st-century 
Europe, did not hear the Gospel 
and reject it because of cultural 
pressures; might it be that these 
faith-free zones haven’t heard the 
Gospel preached for quite a while? 

To Mr. Vallely: You and those of 
your ideological tribe do not deter-
mine who is “an accepted member 
of the universal Church.” More-
over, if such acceptance requires 
retrofi tting the Gospel, ignoring 
the Magisterium, and diving into 
the quicksand pits of moral sub-
jectivism, I don’t think you’ll fi nd 
too many folks interested – in Af-
rica, or elsewhere, for that matter. 
And, for you to describe Cardinal 
Robert Sarah as an exponent of 
“bigotry” because he doesn’t accept 
the New York Times’ view of the 
moral life and cautions against the 
dictatorship of relativism, borders 
on calumny. 

Thus, a proposed New Year’s 
resolution: no more of these Stepin 
Fetchit knockoffs from progressive 
Catholics, or indeed any Catholics, 
in 2016.

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center

Pope Francis kisses a child as he visits a refugee camp in Bangui, Central African Republic. CNS photo/Paul Haring.

Movie review: The Revenant

NEW YORK – If your idea of entertainment is 
watching Leonardo DiCaprio gorge on the raw 
liver of a freshly killed buffalo, then “The Reve-
nant” (Fox) is for you. 

This wilderness survival drama, directed and 
co-written by Alejandro Inarritu (“Birdman”), 
is chock full of squeamish moments. But for 
adults with stomachs strong enough to last the 
duration, rewards await: a powerful fi lm with 
fi rst-rate performances, stunning cinematog-
raphy, and timely messages about good versus 
evil, and of redemption versus revenge.

DiCaprio stars as Hugh Glass, a real-life ex-
plorer and fur trader. In 1823, Glass joined an 
expedition up the Missouri River, led by Capt. 
Andrew Henry (Domhnall Gleeson).

In what is present-day South Dakota (but 

fi lmed in Canada and Argentina), the company 
of men traps beavers for their prized pelts while 
enduring the ravages of winter and frequent 
raids by American Indians.

Glass sympathizes with the latter, as he mar-
ried a Pawnee woman (Grace Dove), who was 
killed by a U.S. soldier. Their mixed-race son, 
Hawk (Forrest Goodluck), is a member of the 
expedition.

Disaster strikes when Glass is attacked by a 
grizzly bear, an especially grisly scene. Barely 
alive and unable to move or speak, he must 
remain behind while the others go for help. 
Three volunteers agree to stay with him: John 
Fitzgerald (Tom Hardy), a trigger-happy hunter; 
Jim Bridger (Will Poulter), a wide-eyed innocent 
guide; and Hawk.

Capt. Henry’s instructions are clear: care 
for Glass, but should he succumb, provide a 

decent burial.
Fitzgerald seethes with impatience, as Glass’ 

accident has set back his lucrative hunting 
continued on page 6

By Joseph McAleer 
Catholic News Service 

Leonardo DiCaprio stars in a scene from the movie 
“The Revenant.” CNS photo/Fox 



Sooner CatholicLocal6 January 10, 2016

MSM geography teacher travels world to share with Oklahoma students

A high school geography instructor not only 
teaches the subject but ventures into the world 
for up-close and personal information.

Now in his sixth year at Mount Saint Mary 
Catholic High School in Oklahoma City, John 
Baldridge has visited 23 nations and just re-
turned from the Middle East. He shares his ex-
periences with his class in a way that brings the 
planet closer to his students.

Just ask Mount student James Bond.
“When someone like Mr. Baldridge brings his 

experiences of other cultures to the classroom, it 
ignites a fi re of curiosity and makes us want to 
experience these cultures fi rsthand through our 
own travel experiences,” Bond said.

Raised in rural eastern Oklahoma, Baldridge 
said his fi rst trip as a youngster was to Santa Fe, 
N.M.

“The area was just so different,” he said. “There 
was a different language and a real beauty there. 
I realized then the world was a lot bigger than 
just Oklahoma.”

His enthusiasm for what he has seen is clear.
“Mr. Baldridge’s face lights up when telling 

these stories,” student Madison Rubino said. “He 
makes us want to listen and learn because we 
know he cares.”

Seeing what’s ‘real’
Baldridge’s latest tour 

was to Qatar, Bahrain, 
Abu Dhabi and Dubai, 
through the Bilateral 
U.S.-Arab Chamber of 
Commerce, which regu-
larly welcomes American 
educators to the region.

He said he realizes that 
the typical American’s 
view of the Mideast prob-
ably isn’t the best, espe-
cially during these tense 
times.

“It’s important for 
Americans to visit the 
Middle East, to see the 
‘real’ Middle East,” he 
said.

In the nations he visited, he witnessed booming 
economies as well as skilled and educated popu-
lations. He said he felt safe in the region and had 
great experiences with teachers and students, 
many of whom spoke English.

“One of the challenges for them now is to make 
sure their children know Arabic as well as En-
glish,” he said.

His hosts were very receptive and kind to him, 
he said.

One event stands out for him during the tour, 
as he lost his wallet.

“I reported it, and they told me not to worry, 
that it would turn up because there was very 
little crime there and nobody would take it,” he 
said. “Sure enough, it was right at the hotel lobby 
where I had left it.”

More adventures
The experience was similar to one he had in 

Russia, an outreach sponsored by the American 
Friends of Russian Folklore and the U.S. Depart-
ment of State Peer-to-Peer program.

He called the Russian tour the “biggest adven-
ture of my life.”

For one month during the dead of winter he 
took in the sights of the densely populated Mos-
cow and remote villages with a few dozen people.

“In the villages they didn’t have much, but they 
were always willing to share their food,” he said.

He calls Russia a “misunderstood society” and 

said Russia and the United States are more simi-
lar than they are different.

“We are both very proud peoples who love our 
countries,” he said.

Teacher as textbook
“The students deserve to know how the world 

works, how amazing, beautiful and diverse it is 
and how interconnected we all are as members of 
humanity,” Baldridge said.

Students appreciate his lessons.
“Mr. Baldridge’s travels bring knowledge to stu-

dents that cannot be found in textbooks or even 
online,” student John Teague said.

Fellow student Debbie Coleman agrees.
“We don’t have a textbook but a storybook, and 

this storybook is Mr. Baldridge,” Coleman said.
His experiences, whether haggling with vendors 

at traditional Mideast markets or meeting stu-
dents thousands of miles from Oklahoma, have 
enriched his life and that of Saint Mary students.

The Mount is a special place for Baldridge.
“This school has a strong sense of community, 

and the people here truly care for one another,” 
he said.

His work hasn’t gone unnoticed by his princi-
pal, Talita DeNegri.

“So many of his students seek him out for not 
only academic support but also for mentoring 
and advice,” she said. “Our students love this 
man. He truly represents the academic environ-
ment of The Mount.”

John Baldridge, a social studies teacher at Mount St. 
Mary High School in Oklahoma City, explores the world 
and shares his experiences with this students. He is 
pictured in the Middle East, during his most recent 
trip. At right, Baldridge takes a camel ride through the 
Arabian desert. Photos provided.
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continued from page 5
plans. So he decides to smother Glass 
to put an end to his misery, and allow 
the others to move on. Hawk inter-
venes to stop the murder, but is killed 
by Fitzgerald, who proceeds to toss 
the still-alive Glass into a shallow 
grave, to Bridger’s horror. The two 
men then depart, leaving Glass for 
dead.

Or so they think.
Glass refuses to succumb, crawls 

out of the grave, and embarks on a 
200-mile odyssey through vast un-
charted lands to avenge his son’s 
murder and bring Fitzgerald to justice.

As such, he becomes a “revenant,” 
or one returned from the dead.

Glass’ reappearance made newspa-
per headlines at the time, but the de-
tails of his story were sketchy, to say 
the least. Inarritu based his screen-
play on the 2002 book “The Revenant: 
A Novel of Revenge” by Michael Punke, 
but admitted embellishing the story 
for dramatic purposes.

Along the way, Glass is assisted and 
befriended by a lone Pawnee, Hikuc 
(Arthur Redcloud). His family also 
was killed by the “white man,” but he 
offers measured advice.

“Revenge is in the Creator’s hands, 
not man’s,” he tells Glass.

Indeed, since seeking revenge is 
contrary to Christian teaching, we 
correctly leave the fi nal judgment to 
God. Whether Glass takes this advice 
remains to be seen.

The fi lm contains bloody violence 
and gore, several disturbing images, 
a sexual assault, brief nudity, and 
frequent rough, crude, and profane 
language. The Catholic News Service 
classifi cation is L – limited adult audi-
ence, fi lms whose problematic content 
many adults would fi nd troubling. The 
Motion Picture Association of America 
rating is R – restricted. Under 17 re-
quires accompanying parent or adult 
guardian.

McAleer is a guest reviewer for Cath-
olic News Service.

Movie review

By Steve Gust
For the Sooner Catholic

Sooner Catholic January 10, 2016  7Catholic Schools

Inspire all to know Christ’s love through Catholic education
In November, I had the privilege 

of being part of the U.S. delega-
tion attending the World Congress 
on Catholic Education held at 
the Vatican and Castel 
Gandolfo. The grand 
fi nale of the con-
ference was a 
passionate ad-
dress by our 
Holy Father, 
Pope Francis. 

His speech 
highlighted 
two grave 
concerns 
that were 
themes echoed 
in almost all of 
our discussions at 
the conference and in 
our own archdiocese. First, 
the Holy Father spoke about the 
struggle to teach and model our 
rich Catholic heritage, doctrine 

and faith to students and fami-
lies in a world so focused on the 
here and now, on the acquisition 
of things, and in a culture that 

portrays persons as ob-
stacles or objects to 

manipulate. Second, 
he linked the need 

for education in 
the light of our 
faith to working 
to ensure that 
all persons have 
the opportunity 
to be formed in 
faith and wis-
dom. Quality, 

faith-fi lled schools 
cannot be reserved 

for the elite. 
The call to reach out 

to others, especially those who 
are poor and on the margins, is 
grounded in love for our neigh-
bor, and that love is expressed by 

adhering to Christ’s exhortation 
“to go make disciples.” We should 
be so on fi re with Christ’s love that 
we infect others with our passion 
and enthusiasm, and they too de-
sire to build God’s kingdom. 

Although the call to love seems 
quite simple, the mechanism for 
achieving that goal in our Catholic 
schools is growing more and more 
challenging. Ideas like self-sacri-
fi ce, the common good, community 
and love for neighbor are counter 
cultural, and the understanding 
that we are sacred, created in 
God’s image, and that we are all 
connected in solidarity with one 
another is not what we see and 
hear in the world.

Pope Francis called this a cri-
sis in education. He said, “To me 
from a Christian perspective, the 
greatest crisis in education is this 
closure to transcendence. It is im-
portant to prepare hearts so that 

the Lord may manifest himself in 
totality: that is, in the totality of 
humanity that has this dimension 
of transcendence.”

In another words, we were not 
made to merely exist in this world 
and to take advantage of its gifts. 
We are here to make the world bet-
ter, to be bearers of God’s ultimate 
love, and to inspire others to follow 
Christ.

Pope Francis challenged Catholic 
educators “to go to the periphery. 
Look there for the needy, the poor. 
… help them grow in humanity, 
in intelligence, in values, in atti-
tudes.”

Sadly, for many reasons, Cath-
olic education, a place to grow 
in faith and love, is not available 
to many. Some are not able to 
hear Christ’s call. Some miss the 
message because their hearts are 
closed, others want to hear it but 
cannot afford the tuition or have 
no school in their area.

However, Pope Francis encour-
aged us to overcome these obsta-
cles in our own part of the world. 
We have to ask, who can we serve 
and how can we invite them in?

During the past 18 months, a 
strategic planning steering com-
mittee and many task forces com-
prised of people from across the 
archdiocese listened and shared 
ideas. Archbishop Coakley and I 
are grateful for their time, wisdom 
and dedication. We believe much 
good will come from the planning 
work.

In the coming months, you will 
hear more as we develop ideas and 
strategies to address our call to 
discipleship as well as many other 
goals such as affordability, aca-
demic excellence, and recruiting 
and retaining quality teachers and 
administrators.

Most importantly, we are com-
mitted to our mission to make 
disciples who will not only lead our 
Church, but will make our world a 
better place for all. 

Cris Carter
Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools

Students participate in a school Mass at Holy Trinity, Okarche. Photo Diane Clay.

For more information 
about enrolling your 
child in an Oklahoma 
Catholic school, call 
or visit the school of 
your choice or fi nd 
contact information 
at www.archokc.org/
directory/schools.

Be a part of this faith-
fi lled community!
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1 – Saint Joseph 
Pre-K3 – 5th Grade
110 N. Madison St. 
Enid 73701-3850
(580) 242-4449

www.stjosephschoolenid.com
Tours by appointment 

2 – Saint Peter and Paul 
Pre-K3 – 8th Grade

309 S. Main St. 
Kingfi sher 73750
(405) 375-4616

www.stspeterandpaul.org
Tours by appointment

3 – Holy Trinity
Pre-K3 – 8th Grade

211 W. Missouri 
Okarche 73762-0485

(405) 263-4422
www.holytrinityok.org
Tours by appointment

4 – Sacred Heart
Pre-K – 8th Grade

210 S. Evans Ave. El Reno 73036
(405) 262-2284

www.elrenosacredheart.com
Open house: March 31, 

4 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Tours by appointment

5 – Saint John Nepomuk 
Pre-K3 – 8th Grade

600 S. Garth Brooks Blvd. 
Yukon 73099-3504

(405) 354-2509
www.sjnok.org/school

Open house: Jan. 31, 11:30 a.m.
Tours by appointment

6 – Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Pre-K – 8th Grade 
925 S. Boulevard 

Edmond 73083-0510
(405) 348-5364

www.stelizabethedmond.org
Open house: Jan. 31, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

Tours by appointment

7 – All Saints 
Pre-K – 8th Grade
4001 36 Ave. NW 

Norman 73072-1802
(405) 447-4600

www.allsaintsnorman.org
Open house: Jan. 31, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Tours by appointment

8 – Saint Philip Neri 
Pre-K3 – 8th Grade

1121 Felix Place 
Midwest City 73110-5331

(405) 737-4496
www.stphilipnerischool.com

Open house: Jan. 31, 12:15 p.m. - 
1:30 p.m.

Tours by appointment

21 – Bishop John Carroll 
Pre-K – 8th Grade

1100 N.W. 32 OKC 73118
(405) 525-0956
www.bjcs.org

Pre-K open house: 
Feb. 2, 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

K-8 open house: Feb. 28, 1:30 p.m. 

Catholic Schools of Oklahoma Open House Schedule

20 – Bishop McGuinness High School
801 N.W. 50 OKC 73118

(405) 842-6638 
www.bmchs.org

Freshman registration: 
Feb. 22, 23, 29, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

8th grade parent curriculum night: 
Feb. 16, 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

19 – Sacred Heart 
Pre-K – 8th Grade

2700 S. Shartel Ave. 
OKC 73109-2234
(405) 634-5673

www.sacredheartokc.org
Tours by appointment

18 – Saint James the Greater
Pre-K3 – 8th Grade

1224 S.W. 41 OKC 73109
(405) 636-6810

http://stjames-catholic.org
Open house: Jan. 31, 
10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Tours by appointment

17 – Good Shepherd 
For children with autism spectrum 
disorders, neurological disorders

13404 N. Meridian Ave. 
OKC 73120-8311
(405) 752-2264 

Tours by appointment

16 – Christ the King 
Pre-K – 8th Grade

1905 Elmhurst Ave. 
OKC 73120-4719
(405) 843-3909

www.ckschool.com
Tours by appointment

15 – Saint Eugene 
Pre-K3 – 8th Grade

2400 W. Hefner Rd. OKC 73120
(405) 751-0067

www.steugeneschool.org
Open house: Jan. 31, 

2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Tours by appointment

9 – Saint Mary
Pre-K – 8th Grade
611 S.W. “A” Ave. 

Lawton 73501-3972
(580) 355-5288

www.stmarys-ok.org
Tours by appointment

10 – Saint Mary
Pre-K3 – 8th Grade
502 E. Warner Ave. 
Guthrie 73044-3440

(405) 282-2071
www.stmarysguthrie.

eduk12.net
Open house: Jan. 31, 

Noon - 1 p.m.
Tours by appointment

11 – Saint Mary
Pre-K – 8th Grade

415 S. 7 Ponca City 
74601-5544

(580) 765-4387
www.smsponcacity.org

Open house: Feb. 3, 
Noon – 1 p.m.  

Tours by appointment

12 – Saint Charles 
Borromeo 

Pre-K – 8th Grade
5000 N. Grove Ave. 

OKC 73122
(405) 789-0224

www.stcharlesokc.org
Open house: March 6, 

2:30 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Tours by appointment

13 – Rosary School
Pre-K3 – 8th Grade

1919 N.W. 18 
OKC 73106

(405) 525-9272
www.rosaryschool.com
Open house: Jan. 31, 

1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
Tours by appointment

14 – Mount Saint Mary 
High School

2801 S. Shartel Ave. 
OKC 73109-2238
(405) 631-8865

www.mountstmary.org
Open house: Fall 2016 
Early application process 
for incoming freshman 
until 3 p.m. Jan. 20. 

Celebrating Catholic Schools Week, Jan. 31 – Feb. 6

Top: Mount St. Mary, St. Joseph in Enid. Left: Bishop McGuinness, St. John Nepomuk in Yukon. Above, St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton, Edmond.
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National Catholic Schools 
Week is the annual celebration 
of Catholic education in the 
United States. It starts the last 
Sunday in January and runs 
all week, which in 2016 is Jan. 
31 to Feb. 6.  

The theme for National 
Catholic Schools Week 2016 
is “Catholic Schools: Com-
munities of Faith, Knowledge 
and Service.” Schools typically 
observe the annual celebra-
tion week with Masses, open 
houses and other activities for 
students, families, parishio-
ners and community members. 
Through these events, schools 
focus on the value Catholic 
education provides to young 
people and its contributions to 
our church, our communities 
and our nation.

The theme encompasses 
several concepts that are at 
the heart of a Catholic educa-
tion. Schools are communities 

– small families in their own 
right, but also members of the 
larger community of home, 
church, city and nation. Faith, 
knowledge and service are 
three measures by which any 
Catholic school can and should 
be judged.

Catholic schools: 
Communities of faith, knowledge and service

A student prays at St. Mary School in 
Ponca City.

Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of OKC
Five year enrollment statistics

2015-2016 School Year: Elementary Enrollment 3,938
                                        High School Enrollment 1,097
                                        Total Enrollment            5,035

2014-2015 School Year: Elementary Enrollment     3,917
              High School Enrollment    1,108 
            Total Enrollment               5,025 

Catholic Elementary School Graduates & High School:
 In 2015, 63 percent of our 8th grade graduates attended Catholic 
high school. In 2015, our two high schools graduated 274 students. 
Of that number, 252 went to college. This represents 93 percent.

Why Catholic schools?
In today’s economic climate, parents may wonder why they should send their children to 

Catholic schools. We offer a most compelling reason: to learn how to make right choices in 
a world where such choices are counter-cultural.

Through our Catholic worldview, we give children the tools they need to analyze the 
world in which they live through the lens of a morality and spirituality that comes through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We teach our children to show their love in action by willing the 
good of the other and acting on it. 

With a solid curriculum, dedicated teachers and staff, and a desire to change the world 
one child at a time, the Catholic schools within the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City live the 
biblical call to justice. Through morning prayer, weekly Mass during the school day, a reli-
gion curriculum based on archdiocesan standards, a desire to help those in need through 
charity and social justice, and a joy for the blessings given us, we do so much more than 
educate the mind. Each school is truly a community of faith, knowledge and service.

High academics, high parental involvement, low student-teacher ratios, and value-based 
education all lead to an outstanding education for students attending Catholic elementary 
and secondary schools. 
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A chat with millennial Catholic artist Luke Spehar

DENVER – Luke Spehar was an aspiring mu-
sician with a girlfriend when he couldn’t shake 
the feeling that God was calling him to enter 
the seminary and consider the priesthood.

He turned the painful (but inevitable) break-
up into a song, but said there was still an un-
certainty at the beginning – how would his gifts 
and talents as a musician be used if he were 
called to be a priest? He had already recorded 
his fi rst album, “Be Still,” before graduating 
high school, and had dreams about where mu-
sic could take him.

“Entering seminary was a huge choice that 
pushes you off the fence in regard to faith, and 
I think because of that level of extreme expres-
sion of faith, that actually helped my music 
deepen and grow,” Spehar told CNA.

“So there was a tension there because of 
what I wanted to do with music, but also the 
gift of it being purifi ed so that I could really do 
what I was meant to do.”

After four years, Luke discerned out of sem-
inary, and began praying about the next right 
step. He started going on tour throughout the 
country with his second album, “No Other 
Way,” which naturally morphed 
into a sort of music ministry.  

“I realized I was telling my 
conversion story,” he said. “It 
has a lot of ups and downs and 
it has a lot of questions and 
answers. I’m just sharing what 
has happened to me and how 
the Lord has worked in my life”

Music interested Spehar from 
an early age – whether it was violin lessons, or 
picking up the drums or guitar and learning 
from family friends. Some of his earliest in-
fl uences included folk singers like Bob Dylan, 
Simon and Garfunkel, and Cat Stevens, which 
is refl ected in his own acoustic, folk style.  

Spehar attributes the inspiration and motiva-
tion for most of his songs to three things: His 
relationship with God, boredom and anxiety.

“I had a lot of questions, so (songwriting) was 

a form of prayer for me,” he said. “And espe-
cially when I was younger, I would play a lot of 
music when I got bored or stressed out, that 
really infl uenced my style.”

Several of Spehar’s songs also refl ect his Mid-
west childhood in Minnesota where he grew up 
with two brothers and two sisters in the woods 
just north of Minneapolis. 

Many of Spehar’s songs evoke memories of 
times spent in the forests and hills of Minne-
sota, and of crazy antics with his brothers and 

sisters, including smashing 
into a tree while testing a tree-
house rope.

Because his music was so 
personal, Spehar said he was 
hesitant to record, at least at 
fi rst.

“In a lot of ways I just wrote 
them because that’s what was 
in my heart to write. I really 

didn’t have much more intention behind a lot 
of my earliest music, and I was hesitant to re-
cord for that reason; these were just my songs 
and my thoughts,” he said.

“Then, I realized that it’s maybe not just for 
me. I’m sharing what has happened to me and 
how the Lord has worked in my life, and people 
can just relate to it, so that’s what has been 
really exciting to me.”

Life looks a little different now for Spehar 

than when he fi rst started writing songs. In 
September, he released his third album, “All is 
Gift,” which he has taken on tour ever since, 
minus a small break to get married to wife 
Elizabeth.

Since then, they’ve put some 30,000 miles 
on their minivan and have been as far north as 
Maine, as far south as Texas, and as far west 
as Hawaii. Spehar performed concerts in more 
than 20 states, and travelled through at least 
40.

“We’ve really enjoyed it, and we have come 
to have a new respect and love for America,” 
Spehar said. 

And, although living in a van with your preg-
nant wife for more than six months can create 
a lot of opportunities for “confl ict manage-
ment,” Spehar joked, the tour proved to be full 
of adventures and opportunities, which they 
blogged about on www.lukespehar.com.

Something that stood out to Spehar about 
the tour was how ecumenical of an endeavor it 
was. He played for a wide range of audiences 
and denominations; Catholics and non-Catho-
lics.

“It was really exciting to me to be welcomed 
in and to feel that music was a way we could 
connect, and to remember that it’s all about 
Christ … and people who are singing and 
praising him are welcome anywhere.”

He said it also was encouraging to meet other 
Catholic musicians and to realize that the 
genre was growing.

“(There’s) a surge of Catholic musicians who 
are picking up on an earthy, acoustic sing-
er-songwriter style. I like that type of music, 
so I was excited to see that grow, and it’s 
exciting to see young adults and Catholics and 
non-Catholics really relate to it and really get 
into it and fi nd a connection to Christ.”

Spehar has another album in the works.
“We’ll continue to pursue it as long as God 

wants to bless it, so we’re really hoping that 
it will grow into something that could sustain 
us and hopefully grow into something that will 
really bless a lot of people.”

Photo courtesy of Luke Spehar. Credit: Rachel Vond-
rachek.

By Mary Rezac 
Catholic News Agency 

Spehar’s music 
can be found on 
his website, www.
lukespehar.com or 
on iTunes.

Does your unit have a TRAINED Religious Awards Coordinator?  
If not, your unit is missing an important team member and your youth and their parents are 

probably missing cri cal informa on to earn their appropriate Religious Emblem! 
 

T        R  E :  
   Mary, The First Disciple (Grades 7-9 or 12-15 years old)          Ad Altare Dei (13-18 years old) 

   The Spirit Alive (Grades 10-12 or 15-18 years old)           Pope Pius XII (14-21 years old) 

AARCHDIOCESESE E OFOO  FF OOOKLAHOMAMA A CCCITYYTY  Y   OOFFICECE E OFOO  FF YYYYYOUTHTH H & YYYYOUNGNG G AAADULTL  LT MMMMINISTRYRY 

Send registra on by Wednesday, February 10th to: 
Youth & Young Adult Office     P.O. Box 32180     Oklahoma City, Ok 73123 

or register over the phone by calling (405)721-9220   
Fax: (405)721-5210   Email: Jcogburn@archokc.org 

 

Name_________________________________________________________  

Cell Phone: (______) __________________Email:______________________ 

Parish/Scout Group: __________________________ Troop # ____________ 

        Save the Date!           
 

Renew Celebrate  Invite 
 

Retreat for Religious Men and Women 
Come and hear Sister Ann Shields, host of the 
popular radio program “Food for the Journey,” 

speak in Oklahoma City. 
  

 
 

Saturday, January 30, 2016 
Catholic Pastoral Center 

7501 Northwest Expressway, OKC 
 

Mass with Archbishop Coakley at 9 a.m. 
Live production of Saint Therese: Story of the Soul at 3 p.m.  

Call (405) 778-1107 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

La Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City completó 
recientemente un estudio de investigación so-
bre nuestras escuelas católicas realizado por la 
Universidad Católica de América. Los resulta-
dos de este amplio estudio se darán a conocer 
en los próximos meses después de que haya-
mos tenido la oportunidad de digerir y priorizar 
las conclusiones y recomendaciones. Una cosa 
está clara. A pesar de los muchos desafíos que 
enfrentan nuestras escuelas católicas, son una 
buena inversión. Y están dando buenos frutos. 
En este Sooner Catholic ofreceremos el perfi l 
anual de nuestras escuelas católicas. ¡Tenemos 

una gran historia que contar y que no debemos 
dudar en hacerlo!

¡Las escuelas católicas en Oklahoma, y en 
todo el país, están funcionando muy bien! Es-
tos son algunos datos interesantes para tener 
en cuenta. Partiendo de un costo promedio en 
las escuelas públicas de $12,054 por alumno 
las escuelas católicas ofrecen $24 billones en 
ahorros cada año a los contribuyentes. El por-
centaje de graduandos en las escuelas católi-
cas es de 99 por ciento, el más alto entre todas 
las escuelas religiosas no católicas, públicas, 
privadas y otras. El mismo nivel de excelencia 
es evidente en el hecho de que el 85 por ciento 
de los graduados de las escuelas católicas asis-
ten a universidades de cuatro años, una tasa 
mayor que las escuelas religiosas no católicas, 
privadas, públicas y otras.

Estos son hechos impresionantes. Pero cier-
tamente no cuentan toda la historia. Nuestras 
escuelas católicas ofrecen excelencia académi-
ca y una educación llena de fe. Al enfocarse 
en la fe,  conocimientos y servicio las escuelas 
católicas están ofreciendo a sus estudiantes 
una formación integral y estarán preparados 
para tomar su lugar en la vida de la Iglesia, la 
comunidad, en la educación superior y en la 
fuerza laboral.

Parte de la singularidad de la experiencia de 
la escuela católica es que las escuelas católicas 
no compartimenta la fe, por lo contrario, se 
esfuerza por integrar las riquezas de nuestra fe 
y los valores católicos en todos los segmentos 
del currículo total, incluyendo los deportes, las 
artes y el servicio comunitario.

En el corazón y el centro de la misión de la 
educación escolar católica está la persona de 
Jesucristo. Mientras que las escuelas católicas 
han educado tradicionalmente a los estudi-
antes sin importar credo, la misión está inspi-
rada y sostenida por nuestra fe en Jesucristo 
como es vivida en la Iglesia Católica.

Nuestra misión es educar a toda la perso-
na y proporcionar al menos la oportunidad 
para cada estudiante para oír y responder al 
Evangelio. La misión de la escuela católica 

no es simple-
mente perseguir 
la excelencia 
académica, ni 
simplemente 
proporcionar 
una base fi rme 
para el trabajo 
o para la edu-
cación superior. 
Estos son importantes. El propósito de las 
escuelas católicas, sin embargo, es despertar 
la fe en los estudiantes mediante la propuesta, 
la enseñanza, celebrar y vivir el Evangelio de 
Jesucristo en todo lo que hacemos. Aparte de 
la familia, no hay ambiente más propicio para 
el logro de ese objetivo. Nosotros hemos fallado 
en nuestra misión si no somos intencionales en 
la formación de discípulos de Jesucristo, que 
sean buenos administradores con corazones de 
siervos que persiguen la excelencia en cualqui-
er vocación que Dios les llama a abrazar. 

Para la época del año 1800 las escuelas 
católicas se establecieron en prácticamente 
todas las parroquias de los Estados Unidos 
como una expresión vital de la misión de la 
Iglesia para evangelizar, enseñar y formar a los 
jóvenes católicos que estén dispuestos a ocu-
par su lugar como miembros productivos de la 
sociedad en la gran experimento americano de 
la libertad y la democracia.

Las escuelas católicas han hecho contribu-
ciones invaluables a la sociedad estadoun-
idense mediante la educación de jóvenes llenos 
de principios que han tomado sus lugares en 
el servicio público, profesiones, la atención de 
la salud, negocios y ofi cios, la educación, artes, 
Iglesia y vida familiar.

Las escuelas católicas de hoy son parte de 
este rico patrimonio y dejarán un legado rico 
para los que vengan después de nosotros en 
la medida en que valoremos sus frutos tanto 
como lo hicieron aquellos que vinieron antes 
que nosotros.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Por que las escuelas católicas importan

Arzobispo Coakley visita a la escuela de All Saints en 
Norman. Foto Chris Porter.

Drama de supervivencia en el bosque dirigido y coescrito por 
Alejandro Iñárritu basado en la vida de Hugh Glass (Leonardo Di-
Caprio), explorador y mercader de pieles en el oeste estadounidense 
de la década de 1820. Durante una expedición corriente arriba en 
el río Missouri liderada por un capitán militar (Domhnall Gleeson), 
Glass es atacado por un oso pardo. Yaciendo casi muerto, Glass se 
encuentra impotente para prevenir el asesinato de su hijo por un 
compañero cazador (Tom Hardy), quien lo abandona en el bosque. 
Glass se rehúsa a sucumbir, se arrastra saliendo de la tumba y se 
lanza en una odisea de 200 millas por tierras inexploradas para 
vengar el asesinato de su hijo y llevar el asesino ante la justicia. 
Como tal, él se convierte en una “aparición”, o un regresado de la 
muerte. Para aquellos adultos que tengan estómagos lo sufi ciente-
mente fuertes para soportar muchos momentos nauseabundos, hay 
recompensas: una poderosa película con actuaciones de primera 
categoría, impresionante cinematografía y un oportuno mensaje 
sobre el bien y el mal y la redención versus venganza. Violencia 
sangrienta, varias imágenes perturbadoras, violación sexual, len-
guaje áspero, crudo y obsceno frecuente. La clasifi cación de Cath-
olic News Service es L -- audiencia adulta limitada, película cuyo 
contenido problemático sería encontrado preocupante por muchos 
adultos. La clasifi cación de la Asociación Cinematográfi ca de Améri-
ca es R -- restringida. Menores de 17 años de edad requieren acom-
pañamiento de padre o guardián adulto.

Crítica de cine: The Revenant

Lista de escuelas, páginas 8 - 9

Para más información sobre las escuelas 
católicas en Oklahoma, llama o visita a la es-
cuela de su elección o ir en línea a 
www.archokc.org/directory/schools.

¡ Sea parte de esta comunidad llena de fe!
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2016 con Cristo: Todos lo necesitamos
Sólo él, y nadie más, nos puede salvar. 

En el mensaje Urbi et Orbi de esta pasada 
navidad el Santo Padre, al celebrar con no-
sotros el nacimiento de Niño Dios, nacimiento 
y manifestación de la misericordia divina en el 
pesebre, nos invitó a abrir nuestros corazones 
para recibir la gracia de la navidad, que es Él 
mismo, Nuestro Señor Jesucristo.

“Jesús es el «día» luminoso que surgió en el 
horizonte de la humanidad” dijo el Papa en su 
mensaje. He aquí algunos otros aspectos de su 
mensaje que sobresalieron para mí al refl exion-
ar sobre ellos.
El pasado año tan lleno de tragedias, 

guerras y actos terroristas, nos lleva a buscar 
estrategias humanas y proyectos políticos para 
ponerle fi n a la existencia del mal alrededor 
nuestro. Pero el Papa Francisco nos recordó de 
que “Sólo la misericordia de Dios puede liber-
ar a la humanidad de tantas formas de mal, 
a veces monstruosas, que el egoísmo genera 
en ella. La gracia de Dios puede convertir los 
corazones y abrir nuevas perspectivas para 
realidades humanamente insuperables.”
En un mundo lleno de familias destrui-

das, problemas y enfermedades devastadores, 
y tanto sufrimiento, el Papa Francisco nos 
enseña cómo evitar caer en la desesperación 
y perder la paz al decirnos que “Donde nace 
Dios, nace la paz. Y donde nace la paz, no hay 
lugar para el odio ni para la guerra.” 
La presencia de Cristo en nuestras vidas 

hace la diferencia. Él trae la esperanza, la paz y 
la alegría.

Que Nuestro Señor Jesús, fuente del 
amor y la misericordia, nos fortalezca en 
nuestra vida de discípulos en este nuevo año y 
nos a ayude a dar testimonio de Él, su amor y 
misericordia, a todos los que nos rodean. 

¡En el 2016, todos con Cristo como nun-
ca antes! 
Todos lo necesitamos y recordemos siem-

pre que sólo Cristo, y nadie más, nos puede 
salvar.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Las personas pasan a través de la Puerta Santa de la Basílica de Santa María Mayor el 1 de enero. Ya están 
abiertas las Puertas Santas de las cuatro basílicas mayores de Roma. Foto CNS/Paul Haring.

Patriarca latino dice en Belén que misericordia tiene que incluir más que parientes

JERUSALÉN — El patriarca lati-
no Fouad Twal dijo que en el Jubi-
leo de la Misericordia llamado por 
el papa Francisco esa misericordia 
tiene que incluir a toda persona, 
tanto parientes como enemigos.

“En estos días y tiempos sufri-
mos la ausencia de compasión 
en nuestros corazones como si la 
venida de Jesucristo y el mensaje 
de la Navidad fuesen en vano”, él 
dijo en su homilía durante

la Misa de medianoche en la 
Iglesia Santa Catalina, adyacente a 
la Iglesia de la Natividad en Belén, 
Cisjordania.

“Es fácil mostrarle misericordia a 
aquellos con quienes tenemos rela-
ciones consanguíneas, de parente-
sco, religión y raza. Sin embargo, 
es difícil ampliar la relación para 
incluir a los pobres y marginados, 
a los presos y a las víctimas de la 
violencia y terrorismo en Palestina 
y en nuestros países vecinos”, él 
dijo. “Nuestros corazones están 
con los millones de refugiados que 
viven en campamentos y guetos, 
sufriendo del mordaz frío; gente 
huyendo de las zonas de confl icto, 
muchos a la deriva en aguas abi-
ertas a bordo de botes frágiles y el 
mar convirtiéndose en un cement-
erio colectivo”.

“La misericordia, la compasión y 
la benevolencia todavía existen en 
todo el mundo. Afortunadamente, 
no toda la gente ha perdido su 
humanidad”, él dijo añadiendo que 
la misericordia no se limita sola-
mente a acciones y relaciones indi-

viduales, sino que es abarcadora”.
El patriarca Twal celebró la Misa 

de medianoche después de liderar 
la procesión tradicional entrando 
a Belén y a la Iglesia de la Nativi-
dad. Durante la salida tradicional 
de Belén del patriarca Twal el Día 
de Navidad su automóvil fue im-
pactado con piedras de palestinos 
que protestaban contra soldados 
israelíes cerca de la Tumba de Ra-
quel, por donde pasaba el convoy, 
dijo el obispo auxiliar de Jerusalén 
William Shomali. Él dijo que creía 
que las piedras no fueron lanzadas 
intencionalmente y que no hubo 
daños a los automóviles.

Los días previos a las celebra-
ciones navideñas la policía palesti-
na arrestó 10 hombres, incluyendo 
algunos de los cuales se creía que 
estaban posiblemente planifi cando 
ataques contra lugares sagrados 
cristianos y contra peregrinos, así 
como otros sospechados de posible 
acoso físico de peregrinos en 
Belén durante el día festivo, dijo 
el obispo Shomali. Un palestino 
fue arrestado por quemar un árbol 
de Navidad en Zababdeh, villa 
norteña predominantemente pales-
tina cristiana. El obispo Shomali 
dijo que esto era inusual, ya que 
la mayoría de los palestinos mu-
sulmanes disfrutan de los árboles 
de Navidad, aunque algunos no 
aceptan el despliegue público de 
símbolos cristianos.

El patriarca Twal dijo durante su 
homilía que en tiempos en que el 
mundo se está tornando crecien-
temente brutal los fi eles de todas 
las religiones tienen la respons-

abilidad de nutrir las semillas de 
la misericordia de modo que se 
convierta en una “cultura común” 
con vida pública y personal.

“Las semillas de la misericor-
dia están arraigadas en todas las 
religiones que nos unen con el 
judaísmo y el islamismo. La mi-
sericordia es reconocida como uno 
de los atributos más prominentes 
de Dios. Antes de ser omnipotente, 
todopoderoso, creador y supremo, 
Dios sigue siendo totalmente mi-
sericordioso”, él dijo.

“Consecuentemente, podemos 
trabajar por un mundo nuevo car-
acterizado por la igualdad, la paz, 
la caridad y el respeto mutuo, de 
modo que la misericordia se con-
vierta una cultura común dentro 
de las vidas públicas y familiares”, 
él añadió.

Al celebrar el nacimiento de 
Jesús en la Navidad, la gente debe 
recordar que Jesús vino a mostrar 
el rostro misericordioso de Dios, 

dijo el patriarca Twal.
Él dijo que el llamado a la mi-

sericordia debe extenderse hacia 
aquellos involucrados en la cor-
rupción y hacia aquellos que están 
en la producción, el fi nanciamien-
to y la venta de armas letales “a 
costa de la sangre de otros”. Él in-
stó a esas personas a comenzar a 
“pensar sensiblemente, a escuchar 
a sus consciencias y a sustentar la 
dignidad de todo ser humano por 
encima de sus propios intereses”.

“No hay contradicción entre la 
misericordia de Dios y la justicia 
porque él es justo y misericordio-
so. Cualquiera que se rehúse a 
buscar su misericordia, en últi-
ma instancia caerá bajo el agarre 
fi rme de su justicia. Eso es lo que 
le da esperanza a la gente y a los 
individuos, víctimas de la injus-
ticia”, él dijo. “Esta noche, según 
celebramos el nacimiento del 
Príncipe de la Paz, hemos venido 
a orar por todas las intenciones 
mencionadas previamente. Juntos 
oramos para cambiar la faz del 
mundo, para que nuestro mun-
do sea una vivienda segura y un 
refugio donde la justicia prevalece 
sobre la rivalidad y el confl icto, la 
misericordia sobre la venganza, la 
caridad sobre el odio”.

Desde que la violencia estalló en-
tre israelíes y palestinos hace tres 
meses, los agresores palestinos 
han matado 20 israelíes mayor-
mente por apuñalamiento. Unos 
124 palestinos han muerto por 
fuego israelí, de los cuales Israel 
dice que 85 eran agresores y el 
resto durante protestas.

Por Judith Sudilovsky
Catholic News Service 

Patriarca latino Fouad Twal de Je-
rusalén celebra misa de medianoche 
de Navidad en Belén. Foto CNS/Fadi 
Arouri, pool via EPA.
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Briefs
Substance addiction ministry

SAM will sponsor a 12-Step 
Spirituality Retreat, Saturday, 
Jan. 16, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, OKC. Sign 
in 8:30 a.m. Retreat speaker is Joe 
Froehle, spiritual director and fa-
cilitator of “Retreat in Daily Life” as 
well as a retired drug and alcohol 
counselor. There is no cost, but 
participants are asked to register 
with the Offi ce of Family Life, (405) 
721-8944. Lunch provided.

Martin Luther King Jr. Mass
Archbishop Coakley will cele-

brate Mass in honor of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. at 5 p.m. on Jan. 
16 at Corpus Christi Church, 1616 
N. Kelly Ave. Join in a multicul-
tural tribute and reception follow-
ing Mass. Contact Sandra Moore, 
(405) 833-2366 or Becky VanPool, 
(405) 523-3003.

Spaghetti dinner
The Knights of Columbus Coun-

cil of St. Eugene is hosting its 
annual spaghetti and homemade 
Italian sausage meatball dinner on 
Saturday, Jan. 16, at 5:30 p.m. in 
Ross Hall, 2400 W. Hefner Rd. The 
dinner benefi ts Friends of Bolivia 
medical mission. Tickets are $10 
for adults; $5 for kids ages 6-12. 
Kids age 5 and under are free. 
Contact Steve Chastain, (405) 470-
2045.

Prayer day for the retired
On Wednesday, Jan. 20, the 

Offi ce of Worship and Spiritual 
Life will host a prayer day for the 
retired at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. The day begins with reg-
istration, coffee and donuts, with 
the presentation at 10 a.m., Mass 
at 11:30 a.m., followed by lunch. 
Confessions at 12:45 p.m. The day 
concludes by 3 p.m. with a pre-
sentation by Dr. Harry Kocurek. 
Participants who cannot attend in 
OKC can videoconference at Prince 
of Peace, Altus; St. Mary, Ardmore; 
St. Mary, Clinton; St. Francis, 
Enid; St. Peter, Guymon; Holy 
Family, Lawton; and St. Peter, 
Woodward. To register, call (405) 
721-5651, Ext. 158. The cost at 
CPC is $7, which includes lunch. 
If videoconferencing, register at the 
parish or call (405) 721-5651, Ext. 
131.

Forming a blended family
All marriages have challenges, 

but for some couples preparing 
for remarriage, who have children, 
these challenges are unique. 

The spouses have gone through 
the death of a partner or divorce, 
and typically have been deeply 
affected by these experiences. 

Remarriage often involves the 
blending of families, a challenge in 
and of itself, mostly due to unan-
ticipated problems and miscom-
munications.

 A new program called “Forming 

a Blended Family” is being of-
fered by the archdiocesan Offi ce of 
Family Life. The fi rst class will be 
Saturday, Jan. 23, at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway.

The class can be used as a mar-
riage preparation class, but also 
for all couples with blended fami-
lies who are already married. 

 Topics include the sacrament of 
marriage, communication, keys to 
a healthy relationship, solutions 
for minor children, fi nances and 
maintaining spirituality in the 
marriage.

Sign in at 8:30 a.m. Session be-
gins at 9 a.m. and ends by 4 p.m. 

For more information, call the 
Offi ce of Family Life at (405) 709-
2709, (405) 721-8944.

St. Charles dance
St. Charles Catholic Singles & 

Friends will have a Winter Won-
derland Dance on Jan. 23 from 7 
p.m. to 11 p.m. at St. Charles Bor-
romeo, 5024 N. Grove Ave., OKC. 
Feel free to bring snack food for 
the sharing table. Entry fee is $6 
with proceeds to The Dorothy Day 
Center for the poor. Call Dorothy, 
(405) 604-4603.

Inquiry class
This fi ve-week inquiry series is 

for anyone seeking to learn more 
about the Catholic faith and the 
process of becoming Catholic. Do 
you desire an intimate relationship 
with God in the midst of a com-
munity of disciples? The fi ve-week 
inquiry series will be at St. John 
Nepomuk, 600 Garth Brooks Blvd, 
Yukon, starting Jan. 26. Session 
begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesdays. 
Attendance at all fi ve sessions is 
encouraged, but not mandatory. 
Sessions are free and imply no 
commitment to join the Church. 
Gatherings open to adults age 15 
and above. Practicing Catholics 
who are binging inquirers also are 
welcome. Contact John and Patsy 
Ryan, jryan22@cox.net, (405) 834-
3528.

Retreat for religious men and 
women

Come and hear Sr. Ann Shields, 
host of the popular radio program 
“Food for the Journey,” speak 
Saturday, Jan. 30 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway, OKC; Mass with 
Archbishop Coakley at 9 a.m., live 
production of “St. Therese: Story 
of the Soul” at 3 p.m. Call (405) 
778-1107.

ACCW plans Mass, bus ride to 
Capitol for pro-life rally

The Archdiocesan Council of 
Catholic Women is providing a 
chartered bus to transport partic-
ipants to this year’s Rose Day, the 
pro-life event held each year at the 
state Capitol.

Rose Day is Wednesday, Feb. 
3. The group will celebrate Mass 

at 7:30 a.m. in the Meerschaert 
House at Saint Francis of Assisi 
Church, 1901 N.W. 18. Following 
Mass, a free light breakfast will be 
served in the Kelley Room before 
heading to the Capitol. The round 
trip cost will be $15 per person.

Rose Day is an important way for 
Catholics to show their love for the 
unborn. On Rose Day, red roses 
are presented to state legislators 
as a symbol of the sanctity of life. 
The red rose also symbolizes the 
participant’s pro-life stance and 
the desire that Oklahoma lawmak-
ers support pro-life issues. Those 
attending are asked to bring four 
red roses - one each for the gover-
nor, lieutenant governor and the 
participant’s state representative 
and senator.

The Rose Day program begins at 
11:30 a.m. 

 For reservations, call Mary Ann 
Schmitt at (405) 943-5758. Mail 
the $15 check (made out to ACCW) 
Sandy Estep, 9777 N. Council Rd., 
No. 421, OKC, OK 73162.

College student conference
The Oklahoma Catholic College 

Student Conference is scheduled 
for Feb. 5-7 at Our Lady of Guada-
lupe Catholic Camp. This event is 
for young adults ages 18-25. Cost 
is $40. E-mail jcogburn@archokc.
org.

Pilgrimage to Mexico
Fr. Joe Arledge, pastor of St. 

Peter Church in Woodward, will be 
the spiritual director for a 12-day 
pilgrimage to Mexico from July 25-
Aug. 5. Itinerary includes shrines 
in Guadalajara, Aguascalientes, 
Zacatecas, Guanajuato and Mexico 
City. Cost is $2,920 per person. 
Deposit is $450; fi nal payment due 
Feb. 25. Package includes round-
trip airfare from OKC, superior ho-
tels, tips, travel insurance, all fee, 
escorted guides, daily breakfast 
and dinners. Contact John Tag-
nesi, (888) 544-4461, jtag1964@
verizon.net.

Lenten retreat
The Women of Faith/Women of 

Action are having a Lenten re-
treat on Saturday, March 5, at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center. Special 
guest speaker is Mother Miriam of 
the Lamb of God (formerly known 
as Sister Rosalind Moss). Contact 
Chris Thomas at (405) 306-5187, 
thomaschrisL@sbcglobal.net.

Walk where Jesus walked
Walk with bestselling Catholic 

author, Fr. Anthony Sortino, and 
Catholic missionary and record-
ing artist, Michael John Poirier 
and family, June 18-28. Includes 
Adoration and Holy Hours with Mi-
chael and his inspirational music 
in the Convent of Notre Dame and 
in the Garden of Gethsemane. Sail 
on the Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, 
Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Jordan 
Baptismal site, Nazareth, Mount 

of Temptation, Qumran, the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, Ein Karem and more. 
$4,599 pp dbl occ from OKC. $300 
pp deposit. Unitours, Inc. Call 
Melani Roewe, (405) 293-2003.   

Catholic shrines of Wisconsin
Unique pilgrimage Aug. 10-16, 

2016, of the Shrines of Wisconsin, 
including New Franken and the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help, 
the only Vatican-approved Mar-
ian apparition site in the United 
States. Wisconsin Dells River 
Cruise, tour of Marquette Univer-
sity, the Chapel of St. Joan of Arc, 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Basilica of the National Shrine of 
Mary Help of Christians at Holy 
Hill, National Shrine of St. Philo-
mena, National Shrine of St. Jo-
seph at St. Norbert Abbey, Rudolfo 
Gardens, Dickeyville Grotto, Miller 
Brewery tour. $1,864 pp incl. 
roundtrip air from OKC. $450 pp 
deposit due March 1. Canterbury 
Pilgrimages and Tours. Contact 
Melani Roewe at (405) 293-2003.

God’s music is silence
Come to a silent retreat to ex-

plore your creativity and to get 
closer to our creative God in whose 
image we are made. Katie Gordy 
is facilitating a retreat from 9 a.m. 
Friday, March 4, to Noon Sunday, 
March 6, at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. The retreat is open to men 
and women. Contact Katie Gordy 
at (405) 627-6954, ktgktg1213@
gmail.com.

Catholic sites tour
Trip to the Subiaco Monastery, 

Ave Maria Grotto, St. Paul Ca-
thedral, EWTN studio, The Most 
Blessed Sacrament and Lady of 
the Angels Monastery and other 
attractions in Arkansas, Tennessee 
and Alabama, April 18-22. Contact 
Michael Zink at (405) 314-4120, 
Michael-the-j@cox.net.

Fr. Janocha to lead pilgrimage 
to Ireland

Fr. Carl William Janocha, St. 
Mary, Medford, will lead a pilgrim-
age to Ireland Nov. 2-12. The trip 
is $2,949 per person, including 
airfare from OKC, four-star ho-
tels, most meals and more. Sites 
include Waterford Area, Killarney, 
Galway, Connemara, Knock, Sligo 
and Dublin. Highlights will be a 
tour of the Ring of Kerry, a visit 
to Blarney Castle and the oppor-
tunity to kiss the Blarney Stone, 
Mass at the Church where the 
apparition of Our Lady of Knock 
occurred, a visit to the breathtak-
ing Cliffs of Moher and the Book of 
Kells. A $400 deposit is required. 
Contact Fr. Janocha at (580) 395-
2148; cwjanocha@kanokla.net.
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January

Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord.

Coffee with Mount St. Mary 
principal Talita DeNegri, 9 
a.m. A meet and greet to 
learn more about the school.

Catholic War Veterans (of 
any war/confl ict) will meet 
the second Tuesday of each 
month in the community 
room of St. Ann Retirement 
Center at 7 p.m. Contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt at (405) 235-
4565.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
Oklahoma Memorial Post 168 
will hold their monthly meet-
ing at 7 p.m. every second 
Wednesday in the Sunnylane 
Family Reception Center, 
3900 S.E. 29, Del City. Con-
tact Ken at (405) 739-0036.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC. 
Mass at 9:30 a.m. in the 
chapel with meetings immedi-
ately following. Contact Karen 
Banks at (405) 396-9086.

The community of the Secu-
lar Order of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary of Mt. Carmel and 
St. Teresa of Jesus – Oklaho-
ma Community and Province 
of St. Therese, meets at Little 
Flower Church, OKC, from 
Noon to 4:30 p.m. Call Bar-
bara Basgall (405) 826-3860.

Mass in honor of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., 5 p.m., Cor-
pus Christi Church. Multicul-
tural tribute and reception to 
follow.

The Knights of Columbus 
Council of St. Eugene annu-

al spaghetti and homemade 
Italian sausage meatball din-
ner, at 5:30 p.m., St. Eugene, 
2400 W. Hefner Rd. Dinner 
benefi ts Friends of Bolivia 
medical mission. Tickets $10 
for adults; $5 for kids ages 
6-12. Contact Steve Chastain 
at (405) 470-2045.

Monthly Novena to the In-
fant Jesus of Prague. Nove-
na prayers Monday-Friday 
following Noon Mass, Satur-
day following 6 p.m. Mass, 
and Sunday following 11 a.m. 
Mass.

Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity begins. For materials, 
go to www.geii.org.

Sanctity of Life Mass, 6 p.m. 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help. Programs 
for youth and adults follow-
ing.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m. at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center, C-1. 
Contact Toni Calvey at (405) 
630-0539.

Day of prayer for the legal 
protection of unborn chil-
dren.

St. Thomas More annual chili 
bingo, 6 p.m. at All Saints 
Catholic School gym. Tickets 
$5 for children age 10 and 
under, $10 for adults, $35 
for families and $100 for a 
reserved table for eight. All 
proceeds go to support reli-
gious education at St. Thom-
as More.

Prayer service to commem-
orate the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, 4 p.m. 
at Saint Augustine of Can-
terbury Episcopal Church, 
14700 N. May Ave., OKC.

Jobs Box
Volunteer coordinator

Oklahoma Catholic Broadcasting 
Network is looking for a volunteer 
to serve as a volunteer coordi-
nator. This organized, motivated 
individual will help recruit volun-
teers, provide training and work 
with project managers to coordi-
nate volunteer activities. Contact 
OCBN President Jeff Finnell, Jeff@
OKCatholicBroadcasting.com.

Activity coordinator 
Saint Ann Retirement Center, 

7501 W. Britton Rd., OKC, is look-
ing for a high energy, creative per-
son to fi ll an immediate opening 
for activity coordinator. Medical in-
surance paid in full. Contact (405) 
721-0747, fax: (405) 721-0492. 

St. Gregory’s security dispatcher
Monitors alarms and video sur-

veillance systems. Acts as switch-

board operator for the university. 
Interested candidates should 
submit cover letter, resume and 
references to hr@stgregorys.edu.

FIDE associate 
FIDE (Faith Integration, Devel-

opment and Evangelization) is 
responsible for integrating Catholi-
cism, recruiting Catholic students, 
liaison with various diocesan 

offi ces and youth groups while 
working with St. Gregory’s Univer-
sity offi ces to promote an authenti-
cally Catholic atmosphere. Duties 
of an associate include facilitating 
weekly campus ministry events. 
Applicant must have a bachelor’s 
degree and be a practicing Catho-
lic. To apply: www.stgregorys.edu/
about-us/employment.

BMCHS cafeteria staff
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2016 with Christ: We all need Him

In the Holy Father’s Christmas Urbi et Orbi 
message, he joined us in celebrating the birth 
of the child Jesus, the birth and manifestation 
of divine mercy in the manger. He also invited 
us to open our hearts to receive the grace of 
Christmas, which is Christ Himself, our Lord 
and Savior.

“Jesus is the radiant ‘day,’ which has dawned 
on the horizon of humanity.” Pope Francis said 
in his message. Here are some 

other aspects of his 
message that stood 

out as I refl ected 
upon them.
 Last year, a 

year full of trag-
edies, wars and 
terrorist acts, 
led us to seek 
human strate-
gies and political 
projects to end 
the existence 
of evil around 

us. But, Pope 
Francis remind-

ed us that “Only 
God’s mercy can free 

humanity from the many 
forms of evil, at times 
monstrous evil, which 
selfi shness spawns in 
our midst. The grace of 
God can convert hearts 
and offer mankind a way 
out of humanly insolu-
ble situations. “
 In a world full of 

broken families, devas-
tating diseases, suffer-
ing and so many other 
problems, Pope Francis 
teaches us how to avoid 
falling into despair and 
losing peace by telling 
us that “Where God is 
born, peace is born. And 
where peace is born, 
there is no longer room 
for hatred and for war. “
 Christ´s presence in 

our lives makes a differ-
ence. He brings hope, 
peace and joy.
 May our Lord Je-

sus, source of love and mercy, strengthen us in 
our lives as disciples in this new year and help 
us to bear witness of Him, His love and mercy 
to all those around us.

 In 2016, grow in Christ like never before!
 We all need Him, and may we always re-

member that only Christ, and no one else, can 
save us.

He alone, and no one else, can save us.
By Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE

Director of Hispanic Ministry

People pass through the Holy Door of the Basilica of St. Mary Major after its opening by Pope Francis in Rome Jan. 1. The Holy Doors of Rome’s four major basilicas are now 
open. CNS photo/Paul Haring.


