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Go Make Disciples

St. Gregory’s to host academic conference 
on liberal arts education

For more information about enrolling 
your child in an 

Oklahoma Catholic school, 
call or visit the school of your choice 

or fi nd contact information at 
www.archokc.org/directory/schools.

National Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration 
of Catholic education in the United States. It starts the last 
Sunday in January and runs all week, which in 2017 is Jan. 
29 to Feb. 4.  

The theme for National Catholic Schools Week 2017 is 
“Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Ser-
vice.” Schools typically observe the annual celebration week 
with Masses, open houses and other activities for students, 
families, parishioners and community members. Through 
these events, schools focus on the value 
Catholic education provides to young peo-
ple and its contributions to our church, 
our communities and our nation.

The theme encompasses several con-
cepts that are at the heart of a Catholic 

Catholic schools: Communities of faith, 
knowledge and service

National Catholic Schools Week: Jan. 29 – Feb. 4, 2017

In conjunction with the inaugura-
tion of Michael Scaperlanda as the 
16th president of Saint Gregory’s 
University, SGU is hosting an aca-
demic conference March 20-21 with 
the theme of “Leisure and Labor: 
The Liberal Arts and the Profes-
sions.” 

In response to the overwhelming 
trend of secularization in American 
Catholic higher education, which 
has led to colleges and 

universities largely abandoning their liberal arts 
heritage for a more “instrumentalist” approach to 
education, this conference seeks to explore both 
the theoretical and practical causes, effects and 
possible solutions to this educational identity 
crisis.

Rev. James V. Schall, S.J., will be the key-
note speaker for the conference. Fr. Schall is a 
teacher, writer and philosopher. He has written 
more than 30 books, including “Another Sort 
of Learning” (1988), “Liberal Learning” (2000), 
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education. Schools are communities – small families 
in their own right, but also members of the larger 
community of home, church, city and nation. Faith, 
knowledge and service are three measures by which 
any Catholic school can and should be judged.

“The Life of the Mind” (2006), “The Classical Movement” 
(2014), and his latest, “Docilitas: On Teaching and Being 
Taught” (2016). 

Fr. Schall holds a bachelor’s degree from Santa Clara 
University, a master’s degree in philosophy from Gon-
zaga University, and a doctorate degree in political the-
ory from Georgetown University.

Registration information for the academic 
conference will be available soon. 

Rev. James V. Schall

Be a part of this 
faith-fi lled community!



By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

 To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Catholic Schools

Communities of faith, knowledge 
and service
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January 8-22, 2017

Jan. 10 – Department directors meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Jan. 10 – Mass, 11:30 am, Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Jan. 11 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., St. Mark the Evangelist and All Saints School, Norman
Jan. 13 – Mass with Hoops4Hope participants; 10:30 a.m., Sacred Heart Church
Jan. 14 – Martin Luther King Day Mass, 5 p.m., Corpus Christi, OKC
Jan. 15 – Mass and celebration for Filipino Feast of Senor Santa Nino, 4 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, OKC
Jan. 17 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
Jan. 17 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Jan. 17 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Jan. 17 – Personnel Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Jan. 18 – Sanctity of Life Mass, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Jan. 19 – Association of Catholic Professionals luncheon, 11:30 a.m., Petroleum Club, OKC
Jan. 22 – 60th anniversary and Feast of St. Paul Mass and celebration, 10 a.m., Saint Paul the Apostle, Del City

If you periodically scan my calendar in the Sooner 
Catholic, you might notice that I spend a lot of time 
visiting our Catholic schools. It’s a priority for me. 
Every year, I make it a point to travel to each of 
our 21 Catholic elementary and secondary schools 
around the archdiocese.

Among these, we have two high schools, 18 ele-
mentary schools and one school for children on the 
autistic spectrum. I am proud of each of these in-
stitutions. Each represents a shared commitment 
among parents, pastors, administrators, faculty and 
staff, the parishes and the archdiocese. In the fall, 
we will welcome another Catholic high school, Cristo 
Rey Oklahoma City Catholic High School. Though 
not part of the archdiocesan system, it will provide 
a unique opportunity for more families to experience 
the benefi t of Catholic secondary education. 

From the earliest days of the Church’s his-
tory in the United States and in Oklahoma, 
Catholic schools have had an invaluable 
role in the life and mission of the Church. 
Much of the credit for this rich heritage 
is due to the religious women and men 
who pioneered some of our earliest Catho-
lic schools. We celebrate this ongoing com-
mitment and legacy annually during Catholic 
Schools Week, which we observe this year beginning 
Jan. 29.

The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2017 is 
“Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge 
and Service.” Our schools are committed to pursuing 
and promoting excellence in every sphere. We can 
achieve this, however, only if we are clear about why 
we exist at all. As we seek to raise standards across 
the board, we raise highest the standard of our faith. 
It is our Catholic faith that inspires our teaching and 
learning and moves us to serve others.

As an expression of the Church’s mission, our 
schools’ primary purpose is to be evangelizing com-
munities of disciples. Catholic schools are privileged 
places of evangelization. Jesus Christ is proclaimed. 
Faith is nurtured through a close collaboration 
between parents, pastors and faculty. Faith is cele-
brated through worship and prayer. Faith is lived out 
in loving service to others. Faith is strengthened as 
it is integrated across the entire curriculum and in 
every facet of the educational environment, including 
athletics and the arts. 

Here, we pursue excellence in academic instruc-
tion as well as faith formation. We do this by being 
authentically Catholic in our teaching and practice, 
but also by being inclusive of students from every 
social, economic and ethnic background. We welcome 
students of other faith traditions, but owe them an 
opportunity to appreciate the fullness of our Catholic 
faith and heritage. This is what creates the unique 
value of our Catholic school’s learning environment.
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In order for our Cath-
olic schools to continue 
to fl ourish, we have 
to strategize ways to 
increase our enrollment 
and to make Catho-
lic schools accessible to 
more and more families. Our schools need a solid 
fi nancial footing if they are to remain sustainable. 
Our schools need ways to provide tuition assistance 
to those who otherwise could not afford the benefi ts 
of a Catholic school education. In addition to regu-
lar tuition assistance available in parishes, we have 
to promote innovative initiatives such as the Cath-
olic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund, which 
offers tax credits to individuals and businesses who 
support Catholic education. Since we cannot rely on 

government assistance, funding remains one of the 
greatest challenges to the continued fl ourishing 
of our Catholic schools. 

Our Catholic schools have fl ourished because 
of the generous stewardship of families, reli-

gious women and 
men, priests and 
parishioners who, 
together, have made 
tremendous sacrifi ces 
to make Catholic 
schools available for 
their children, grand-
children and their 
neighbor’s children.

Increasingly, we 
are recognizing the 
importance of sup-
port from the busi-
ness community as 
well. This will be the 
unique contribution 

of the Cristo Rey model when that school opens in 
the fall. Everyone benefi ts from Catholic schools. It 
always has been a shared commitment and a shared 
sacrifi ce. 

The future depends on our ability to sustain this 
spirit of stewardship and partnership. We are ben-
efi tting from the sacrifi ces of those who have gone 
before us. And, we have to keep in mind those who 
will come after us. Parents of today’s Catholic school 
children cannot be left to shoulder the full cost of 
Catholic education alone. For most, it is simply too 
expensive. Whether or not we have children in Cath-
olic schools, we all benefi t from maintaining strong 
Catholic schools. 

I hope you enjoy the insert in this issue which pro-
fi les our Catholic schools and how we are striving to 
keep them strong.

Anima Christi
Soul of Christ, sanctify me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, 
wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds conceal me.
Do not permit me to be parted 
from you.
From the evil foe protect me.
At the hour of my death call me.
And bid me come to you,
to praise you with all your saints
for ever and ever.
Amen.

The photo accompanying a 
Catholic News Service article 
about Abbot Gregory Polan in 
the Dec. 25 issue was incorrect. 
The correct photo is below. The 
photo used was of Abbot Benedict 
Neenan, the newly elected abbot 
of Conception Abbey. To read 
more about Abbot Benedict, go 
online to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Marriage encounter helps couples navigate life

Next Marriage Encounter weekends

English: Jan. 27-29
Catholic Pastoral Center

7501 Northwest Expressway, OKC
Contact: Rick and Bev Feller

(405) 323-9119, rbfeller@gmail.com
Apply online at www.meoklahoma.org

Spanish: Feb. 10-12
Catholic Pastoral Center

Contact: Martin & Emma Barcenas
(405) 923-8744, emmabarcenas74@hotmail.com

Apply online at www.meoklahoma.org

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Married couples in the Okla-
homa City metro area will have 
an opportunity to strengthen 
their marriage and reconnect with 
their spouses during a three-day 
retreat. The Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekend will take place 
Jan. 27-29 at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center in Oklahoma City. 

 This faith-based event was 
designed to teach married cou-
ples how to stay connected while 
navigating the struggles of daily 
life, marriage and parenthood. 
Couples will learn techniques for 
better communication, coping with 
outside pressures and creating a 
lifestyle that encourages a greater 
connection with each other and 
with God.

 The marriage encounter week-
end will be led by three couples 
and a priest. During the weekend, 
there will not be any group shar-
ing among other couples. Presen-
tations are made to the group as 
a whole, but the exercises and 
sharing portions of the event are 
done in private. Couples will have 

meals together and often times 
fi nd themselves forming friend-
ships with other couples attending 
the weekend encounter.

 John and Tena Franklin, one of 
the local couples who will lead the 
event, attended their fi rst marriage 
encounter weekend in 1984. 

“It made such an impact on us, 

we’ve been doing it ever since,” 
Tena Franklin said. The Franklins 
recently celebrated 51 years of 
marriage. 

“These couples come in with 
everyday life issues – at this point, 
usually they are two ships passing 
in the night – and this encounter 
teaches them how to make time for 
themselves as a couple. When they 
make time to reconnect as a cou-
ple, the whole family improves!”

 Tena Franklin emphasized the 
positive impact she has seen on 
the couples who attend, remark-

ing on the dichotomy in their 
demeanor from Friday to Sunday. 
She noted seeing many couples 
throughout the years begin the 
weekend walking in together side 
by side, and ending the weekend 
talking, laughing and holding 
hands on their way out.

 Explaining the signifi cance of 
connection and communication 
within a marriage, Tena Franklin 
described the experience as a won-
derful way to bring couples back 
together after they have fallen 
away from each other.  

“The marriage encounter week-
end is such a gift. It’s the best gift 
you will ever give each other,” she 
said.

 The encounter begins Friday 
evening and lasts through Sunday 
afternoon. Couples will spend the 
night, and eat meals at the pasto-
ral center. There is a $100 appli-
cation fee per couple to reserve a 
spot. For couples who are inter-
ested in attending but aren’t able 
to attend the session in January, 
the marriage encounter weekend 
will be offered again in April and 
October.

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic. 

The “Graces of the Spiritual Exercises 
of Saint Ignatius of Loyola” is the title of a 
spiritual enrichment day for spiritual di-
rectors, those currently praying through 
Retreat in Daily Life, all those who have 
already prayed through RIDL, and any-
one who might be interested in learning 
more about Ignatian spirituality. 

The enrichment day is Friday, Feb. 
17, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Con-
nor Center at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake 
Ave., in Oklahoma City.

Kevin O’Brien, S.J., will be lead-
ing participants in refl ection on the 
“Graces.” Father O’Brien is the dean 
and professor of the Jesuit School of Theology of Santa 
Clara University. He joined the Jesuit School of Theology in Berke-
ley, Calif., in August after serving eight years at Georgetown Uni-
versity, fi rst as executive director of campus ministry and then as 
vice president for mission and ministry.

In 2011, Loyola Press published Father O’Brien’s award-winning 
book, “The Ignatian Adventure: Experiencing the Spiritual Exer-
cises of Saint Ignatius in Daily Life.” 

Over the past fi ve years, more than 300 people in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City have gone through the “Exercises of Saint 
Ignatius of Loyola,” using Father O’Brien’s book. The seven-month 
intensive retreat is known as Retreat in Daily Life. 

Father O’ Brien’s “Ignatian Adventure” guides participants 
through the four weeks of the exercises over the course of 32 
weeks. Each week has suggestions for daily prayer, taken from 
Scripture or the various meditations given by Saint Ignatius. Father 
O’Brien’s “Adventure” book introduces participants to helpful tips 
for prayer as well as excellent instruction on Ignatius’ rules for dis-
cernment of spirits. 

The cost of the spiritual enrichment day is $60, which includes 
lunch. Registrations received after Feb. 8 will be $80. For regis-
tration information, contact Stephanie Kirby at StephanieKirby@
yahoo.com or (405) 471-2937.

Registration open for 
spiritual enrichment day

The “Graces of the Spiritual Exercises 
of Saint Ignatius of Loyola” is the title of a 
spiritual enrichment day for spiritual di-
rectors, those currently praying through 
Retreat in Daily Life, all those who have 

one who might be interested in learning 

and professor of the Jesuit School of Theology of Santa 

By Marilyn Seiler and Mary Diane Steltenkamp
For The Sooner Catholic
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OKLAHOMA CITY – The trustees of the Oklahoma 
City Community Foundation recently awarded 
$34,100 in grants to 56 churches, including five 
Catholic churches, providing warm, fresh meals to 
homebound elderly residents through Mobile Meals 
of Oklahoma County. 

Grants were awarded to the following Catholic 
churches that provide meals through Mobile Meals of 
Oklahoma County:

Epiphany of the Lord Catholic Church; 
Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church;
Saint Eugene Catholic Church;
Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic Church; 
Saint Paul the Apostle Catholic Church. 

The Oklahoma City Community Foundation has 
supported Mobile Meals programs in central Okla-
homa for eight consecutive years, awarding more 
than $259,000 since 2008. This year, the organi-
zation increased the amount of grants awarded for 
Mobile Meals programs by 10 percent. The grants 
come at a critical time for Mobile Meals of Oklahoma 
County. Earlier this year, the organization was in 
danger of closing following state budget cuts.

“The grants we have received from the Oklahoma 
City Community Foundation have been an absolute 
lifesaver for our program,” said Allen Johnson, proj-
ect director for Mobile Meals of Oklahoma County. 
“The grants provided the sustenance to keep our pro-
gram alive until other funding options were available, 
and they have allowed us to expand our reach of 
home-delivered meals over the last six months.”

Older adults often experience challenges such as 
limited income, travel and health limitations that 
contribute to their risk of going hungry. One out 
of every six Oklahoma seniors struggles with hun-
ger, including 16,152 seniors in Oklahoma County. 
According to the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, 
our state ranks among the top 10 in the nation with 

Oklahoma City Community Foundation awards 
grants to five Catholic churches to provide 

warm meals to homebound elderly

seniors who experience food insecurity. As the baby-
boom generation continues to age, these statistics 
are predicted to increase. 

Through the help of volunteers from churches 
and other organizations, Mobile Meals of Oklahoma 
County provides meals to more than 1,000 metropol-
itan area seniors age 60 and older who are unable to 
prepare their own food. Edmond Mobile Meals serves 
1,000 meals per week and the Norman Meals on 
Wheels program serves more than 300 clients a day. 
The programs also provide seniors with consistent 
personal contact and inquiry on their well-being. 

A complete list of churches that recently received 
grants can be found at occf.org/meals.

Dr. King archdiocese celebration Jan. 14
The archdiocese’s annual celebration to honor the 

work of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 14. Mass will be celebrated by Arch-
bishop Coakley. 

 Mass will begin at 5 p.m. at Corpus Christi Cath-
olic Church, 1616 N. Kelly Ave., with a tribute to 
follow. The tribute will include performances by Holy, 
Corpus Christi youth dancers, the Corpus Christi 
choir and Young Achievers Academy. A tribute to 
Rev. King will be given by Alexander Eakers.  

 “The event, which is organized each year by Cor-
pus Christi parish and Catholic Charities, celebrates 
Dr. King’s work and invites the community to join in 
solidarity with those who are in need, and work to 
improve their lives,” said Becky VanPool, director of 
parish engagement at Catholic Charities.

“Dr. King challenged society to ‘lift the load of 
poverty,’ and we are challenged to pray and work for 
all those who are poor and marginalized,” VanPool 
said. “By improving their lives, we improve our lives 
as well.”

The Mass and the celebration are a tribute from 
the Catholic community for Dr. King, and everyone 
is invited to attend. Prior to the Mass, everyone is 
invited to participate in Catholic Day at Regional 
Food Bank of Oklahoma, 3355 S. Purdue, from 1 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  

 For more information on the Mass or volunteering 
at the Regional Food Bank, contact Becky VanPool 
at Catholic Charities at (405) 523-3000, Ext. 245, or 
Sandra Moore at (405) 833-2366.Archbishop Coakley celebrates Mass in honor of Rev. 

Martin Luther King Jr. in 2016 at Corpus Christi 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma City. 
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Peace be with you!
My first words to you in the New Year

Our world is disfigured by vio-
lence. Yet, most people throughout 
the planet long for peace.

Men and women of good will 
desire a worldwide community of 
peace and are committed to 
do their part in achieving this 
goal. People of good will long 
for justice, yes, but for justice 
filled with mercy.

What is this peace that we 
long for? Peace is not just the 
absence of war. It involves 
mutual respect and confidence 
between people and nations. 
It involves collaboration, and 
above all it involves openness 
to a higher power. Violence and 
hate are too big for us to deal 
with it on our own, we need help. 

Wherever the strong and pow-
erful exploit the weak; wherever 
the rich take advantage of those in 
need; wherever those who are part 
of a majority seek to dominate and 
to forcefully impose their points 
of view on the minority, there the 
work of making peace is undone; 
peace is again shattered and the 
door to agitation, distress, conflict 
and war is opened. No justice, no 
peace.

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church speaks of peace, here are 
two quotes:

2304 “Respect for and develop-
ment of human life require peace. 
Peace is not merely the absence 

of war, and it is not limited to 
maintaining a balance of powers 
between adversaries. Peace can-
not be attained on earth without 
safeguarding the goods of persons, 

free communication among men, 
respect for the dignity of persons 
and peoples, and the assiduous 
practice of fraternity. Peace is ‘the 
tranquility of order.’ Peace is the 
work of justice and the effect of 
charity.”

2305 “Earthly peace is the image 
and fruit of the peace of Christ, 
the messianic ‘Prince of Peace.’ 
By the blood of his Cross, ‘in his 
own person he killed the hostility,’ 
he reconciled men with God and 
made his Church the sacrament of 
the unity of the human race and 
of its union with God. ‘He is our 
peace.’ He has declared: ‘Blessed 
are the peacemakers.’”

Pope Francis goes so far as call-

ing all disciples of Christ, not just 
to promote peace, but to be pro-
moters of nonviolence:

“To be true followers of Jesus 
today also includes embracing his 

teaching about nonviolence. 
As my predecessor Benedict 
XVI observed, that teaching 
‘is realistic because it takes 
into account that in the world 
there is too much violence, too 
much injustice, and therefore 
that this situation cannot be 
overcome except by counter-
ing it with more love, with 
more goodness. This more 
comes from God.’ He went on 
to stress that: ‘For Christians, 
nonviolence is not merely tac-

tical behavior but a person’s way 
of being, the attitude of one who 
is so convinced of God’s love and 
power that he or she is not afraid 
to tackle evil with the weapons of 
love and truth alone. Love of one’s 
enemy constitutes the nucleus 
of the ‘Christian revolution.’ The 
Gospel command to love your ene-
mies (cf. Lk 6:27) ‘is rightly consid-
ered the magna carta of Christian 
nonviolence. It does not consist in 
succumbing to evil … but in re-
sponding to evil with good (cf. Rom 
12:17-21), and thereby breaking 
the chain of injustice.”

Saint John Paul II, in a visit to 
Great Britain, included the follow-
ing words in his Pentecost homily:

“All people must deliberately and 
resolutely commit themselves to 
the pursuit of peace. Mistrust and 
division between nations begin in 
the heart of individuals. Work for 
peace starts when we listen to the 
urgent call of Christ: ‘Repent and 
believe in the gospel’ (Marc. 1, 15). 
We must turn from domination to 
service; we must turn from vio-
lence to peace; we must turn from 
ourselves to Christ, who alone can 
give us a new heart, a new under-
standing. Each individual, at some 
moment in his or her life, is des-
tined to hear this call from Christ. 
Each person’s response leads to 
death or to life. Faith in Christ, the 
Incarnate Word of God, will bring 
us into the way of peace.”

And so, in the spirit of Pope 
Francis’ message for the 50th 
World Day of Peace, which is cel-
ebrated on Jan. 1, I invite you to 
join me in praying in a more inten-
tional way for peace in 2017. Once 
again, “peace be with you.”

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Office of 
Hispanic Ministry

The archbishop of Toronto is 
given to deprecating himself as 
“just a simple country cardinal.” 
In my experience, though, Cardi-
nal Thomas Collins is one of the 
premier leaders of the Catholic 
Church today. He’s a bishop of 
the New Evangelization who does 
a lot of his evangelical work retail: 
like treating potential seminari-
ans to early morning pancakes at 
a greasy spoon – “but it’s a good 
greasy spoon” – a couple of blocks 
from his residence. Now, that re-
tail approach is being applied to 
another urgent matter, as Car-
dinal Collins works one-by-one 
with members of the Ontario 
Provincial Parliament to ensure 
that the conscience-rights of 
Catholic health care provid-
ers are not compromised by 
Canada’s recent 
embrace of eutha-
nasia.

In Ontario to-
day, doctors who 
decline to eutha-
nize their patients 
are required to 
provide what is 
termed, in the 
Orwellian vocabu-
lary of the cul-
ture of death, an 
“effective referral:” 
meaning they are 
obliged, on pain of 
losing their license to practice, to 
send a troubled patient to a doctor 
of lighter conscience who will kill 

The Catholic Difference

A “merciless assault on human dignity”

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

that patient. Cardinal Collins is 
fighting this abomination, as he is 
fighting at the federal level to make 
palliative care, currently available 
to only 30 percent of Canadians 
in end-of-life situations, univer-
sally available. (The Canadian 
government pays lip service to 
extending palliative care, but in a 
single-payer system like Canada’s, 
euthanasia is the cheaper option 
– which ought to give pause to the 
proponents of single-payer health 
care below the 49th parallel.)

Some bears of 
little brain would 
likely dismiss 
Cardinal Col-
lins’s efforts to 
resist the further 
encroachments 
of the culture of 
death as examples 
of the kind of “cul-
ture warrior” ac-

tivity Pope Francis allegedly frowns 
upon among bishops. That’s non-
sense on stilts, as Thomas Collins 

made eloquently clear in address-
ing the 37th Annual Cardinal’s 
Dinner in Toronto:

“As we conclude the Year of 
Mercy, we look to the parable of 
the Good Samaritan … [and] we 
recall the constant urging of Pope 
Francis that we notice and care 
for those who are on the edges of 
life, who are cast aside, and whose 
plight is often treated with indiffer-
ence. The Holy Father has spoken 
of the ‘globalization of indiffer-
ence.’ We need to be like the Good 

Samaritan who cared and took 
action to help the wounded 
man, and not be like those who 
were indifferent to his suffer-
ing and walked by on the other 
side...

“A merciful life is one in 
which we recognize the fun-
damental fact that the people 
around us are brothers and 
sisters to be loved, not things 
to be used, and once no longer 
useful, to be disposed of. Mercy 

calls us to recognize the dignity of 
the human person and to acknowl-
edge that each person we encoun-
ter is a ‘who,’ not a ‘what.’ Each of 
us has dignity, worthiness, which 
is inherent in us, despite any su-
perficial weakness or inadequacy...

“We have been made more aware 
recently of the merciless assault 
on human dignity, which is some-
times falsely called ‘mercy killing,’ 
and even more falsely ‘medical as-
sistance in dying,’ and most falsely 
of all ‘death with dignity.’ When 

we are dying, especially if it is the 
result of a long illness, we may 
well not have … [the] wholeness of 
mind and body we had when we 
were young and in good health. 
But, everyone dies with dignity, 
and it is not right to hasten death 
in the mistaken belief that doing 
that is what is needed to allow a 
person to die with dignity.

“It is essential that ... we show 
the mercy of the Good Samari-
tan not only to the homeless, to 
the sick, to those suffering or in 
prison, to any victims of violence, 
and to refugees, but especially to 
those who are dying. We do that 
through true palliative care, by 
using the best medical expertise 
available to control pain, and by 
surrounding the one who is dy-
ing with the love that we all hope 
to sustain us as we come to that 
crucial moment, which we Catho-
lics mention in our most frequent 
prayer, ‘the hour of our death.’”

That is the authentic voice of the 
shepherd who is always “in mis-
sion.” It issues from a man of God 
whose service to the Church might 
not end on the shores of Lake 
Ontario.

“It is essential that ... 
we show the mercy of 

the Good Samaritan not 
only to the homeless, 
to the sick, to those 

suffering or in prison, to 
any victims of violence, 

and to refugees, but 
especially to those who 

are dying.”
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Nonviolence: a style of politics for peace

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS 
POPE FRANCIS

FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE 
FIFTIETH WORLD DAY OF PEACE

1 JANUARY 2017

1. At the beginning of this New 
Year, I offer heartfelt wishes of 
peace to the world’s peoples and 
nations, to heads of state and 
government, and to religious, civic 
and community leaders. I wish 
peace to every man, woman and 
child, and I pray that the image 
and likeness of God in each person 
will enable us to acknowledge one 
another as sacred gifts endowed 
with immense dignity. Especially 
in situations of confl ict, let us 
respect this, our “deepest dig-
nity,” and make active nonviolence 
our way of life.

This is the 50th Message for the 
World Day of Peace. In the fi rst, 
Blessed Pope Paul VI addressed all 
peoples, not simply Catholics, with 
utter clarity. “Peace is the only 
true direction of human progress 
– and not the tensions caused 
by ambitious nationalisms, nor 
conquests by violence, nor repres-
sions which serve as mainstay 
for a false civil order.” He warned 
of “the danger of believing that 
international controversies cannot 
be resolved by the ways of reason, 
that is, by negotiations founded 
on law, justice, and equity, but 
only by means of deterrent and 
murderous forces.” Instead, citing 
the encyclical Pacem in Terris of 
his predecessor Saint John XXIII, 
he extolled “the sense and love of 
peace founded upon truth, justice, 
freedom and love.” In the inter-
vening 50 years, these words have 
lost none of their signifi cance or 
urgency.

On this occasion, I would like 
to refl ect on nonviolence as a 
style of politics for peace. I ask 
God to help all of us to cultivate 
nonviolence in our most personal 
thoughts and values. May charity 
and nonviolence govern how we 
treat each other as individuals, 
within society and in international 
life. When victims of violence are 
able to resist the temptation to 
retaliate, they become the most 
credible promotors of nonviolent 
peacemaking. In the most local 
and ordinary situations and in the 
international order, may nonvio-
lence become the hallmark of our 
decisions, our relationships and 
our actions, and indeed of political 
life in all its forms.

A broken world

2. While the last century knew 
the devastation of two deadly 
World Wars, the threat of nuclear 
war and a great number of other 
confl icts, today, sadly, we fi nd 
ourselves engaged in a horrify-
ing world war fought piecemeal. It 
is not easy to know if our world is 
presently more or less violent than 
in the past, or to know whether 
modern means of communications 
and greater mobility have made us 
more aware of violence, or, on the 
other hand, increasingly inured   
to it.

In any case, we know that this 
“piecemeal” violence, of different 
kinds and levels, causes great suf-
fering: wars in different countries 

and continents; terrorism, orga-
nized crime and unforeseen acts 
of violence; the abuses suffered by 
migrants and victims of human 
traffi cking; and the devastation of 
the environment. Where does this 
lead? Can violence achieve any 
goal of lasting value? Or does it 
merely lead to retaliation and a cy-
cle of deadly confl icts that benefi t 
only a few “warlords?”

Violence is not the cure for our 
broken world. 
Countering 
violence with 
violence leads 
at best to 
forced mi-
grations and 
enormous 
suffering, 
because vast 
amounts of 
resources are 
diverted to 
military ends and away from the 
everyday needs of young people, 
families experiencing hardship, the 
elderly, the infi rm and the great 
majority of people in our world. 
At worst, it can lead to the death, 
physical and spiritual, of many 
people, if not of all.

The Good News

3. Jesus himself lived in violent 
times. Yet he taught that the true 
battlefi eld, where violence and 
peace meet, is the human heart: 
for “it is from within, from the 
human heart, that evil intentions 
come” (Mk 7:21). But Christ’s 
message in this regard offers a 
radically positive approach. He 
unfailingly preached God’s uncon-
ditional love, which welcomes and 
forgives. He taught his disciples 
to love their enemies (cf. Mt 5:44) 
and to turn the other cheek 
(cf. Mt 5:39). When he stopped her 
accusers from stoning the woman 
caught in adultery (cf. Jn 8:1-11), 
and when, on the night before he 
died, he told Peter to put away 
his sword (cf. Mt26:52), Jesus 
marked out the path of nonvio-
lence. He walked that path to the 
very end, to the cross, whereby 
he became our peace and put an 
end to hostility (cf. Eph 2:14-16). 
Whoever accepts the Good News of 
Jesus is able to acknowledge the 
violence within and be healed by 
God’s mercy, becoming in turn an 
instrument of reconciliation. In the 
words of Saint Francis of Assisi: 
“As you announce peace with your 
mouth, make sure that you have 
greater peace in your hearts.” 

To be true followers of Jesus 
today also includes embracing 
his teaching about nonviolence. 

As my predecessor Benedict XVI 
observed, that teaching “is realistic 
because it takes into account that 
in the world there is too much vi-
olence, too much injustice, and 
therefore that this situation cannot 
be overcome except by countering 
it with more love, with more good-
ness. This ‘more’ comes from 
God.” He went on to stress that: 
“For Christians, nonviolence is 
not merely tactical behavior but a 

person’s way 
of being, the 
attitude of 
one who is so 
convinced 
of God’s 
love and 
power that 
he or she is 
not afraid 
to tackle 
evil with the 
weapons of 

love and truth alone. Love of one’s 
enemy constitutes the nucleus 
of the ‘Christian revolution.’” The 
Gospel command to love your 
enemies (cf. Lk 6:27) “is rightly 
considered the magna carta of 
Christian nonviolence. It does not 
consist in succumbing to evil, … 
but in responding to evil with good 
(cf. Rom 12:17-21), and thereby 
breaking the chain of injustice.” 

More powerful than violence

4. Nonviolence is sometimes 
taken to mean surrender, lack of 
involvement and passivity, but 
this is not the case. When Mother 
Teresa received the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1979, she clearly stated 
her own message of active non-
violence: “We in our family don’t 
need bombs and guns, to destroy 
to bring peace – just get together, 
love one another. … And, we will 
be able to overcome all the evil 
that is in the world.” For the force 
of arms is deceptive. “While weap-
ons traffi ckers do their work, there 
are poor peacemakers who give 
their lives to help one person, then 
another and another and another”; 
for such peacemakers, Mother 
Teresa is “a symbol, an icon of 
our times”. Last September, I had 
the great joy of proclaiming her a 
Saint. I praised her readiness to 
make herself available for everyone 
“through her welcome and defense 
of human life, those unborn and 
those abandoned and discarded… 
She bowed down before those who 
were spent, left to die on the side 
of the road, seeing in them their 
God-given dignity; she made her 
voice heard before the powers 
of this world, so that they might 
recognize their guilt for the crimes 

– the crimes! – of poverty they 
created”. In response, her mission 
– and she stands for thousands, 
even millions of persons – was to 
reach out to the suffering, with 
generous dedication, touching and 
binding up every wounded body, 
healing every broken life.

The decisive and consistent 
practice of nonviolence has pro-
duced impressive results. The 
achievements of Mahatma Gandhi 
and Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan in 
the liberation of India, and of Dr 
Martin Luther King Jr in combat-
ing racial discrimination will never 
be forgotten. Women in particular 
are often leaders of nonviolence, as 
for example, was Leymah Gbowee 
and the thousands of Liberian 
women, who organized pray-ins 
and nonviolent protest that re-
sulted in high-level peace talks to 
end the second civil war in Liberia.

Nor can we forget the eventful 
decade that ended with the fall of 
Communist regimes in Europe. 
The Christian communities made 
their own contribution by their 
insistent prayer and courageous 
action. Particularly infl uential 
were the ministry and teaching 
of Saint John Paul II. Refl ecting 
on the events of 1989 in his 1991 
Encyclical Centesimus Annus, 
my predecessor highlighted the 
fact that momentous change in 
the lives of people, nations and 
states had come about “by means 
of peaceful protest, using only the 
weapons of truth and justice.” This 
peaceful political transition was 
made possible in part “by the 
non-violent commitment of people 
who, while always refusing to yield 
to the force of power, succeeded 
time after time in fi nding effective 
ways of bearing witness to the 
truth.” Pope John Paul went on to 
say: “May people learn to fi ght for 
justice without violence, renounc-
ing class struggle in their internal 
disputes and war in international 
ones.” 

The Church has been involved 
in nonviolent peacebuilding strat-
egies in many countries, engaging 
even the most violent parties in 
efforts to build a just and lasting 
peace.

Such efforts on behalf of the 
victims of injustice and violence 
are not the legacy of the Catho-
lic Church alone, but are typical 
of many religious traditions, for 
which “compassion and nonvio-
lence are essential elements point-
ing to the way of life”. I emphati-
cally reaffi rm that “no religion is 
terrorist”. Violence profanes the 
name of God. Let us never tire 
of repeating: “The name of God 
cannot be used to justify violence. 
Peace alone is holy. Peace alone is 
holy, not war!” 

The domestic roots of a politics 
of nonviolence

5. If violence has its source in 
the human heart, then it is funda-
mental that nonviolence be prac-
ticed before all else within fami-
continued on Page 11

For more information about enrolling 
your child in an 

Oklahoma Catholic school, 
call or visit the school of your choice 

or fi nd contact information at 
www.archokc.org/directory/schools.

National Catholic Schools Week 
is the annual celebration of Catho-
lic education in the United States. 
It starts the last Sunday in Jan-
uary and runs all week, which in 
2017 is Jan. 29 to Feb. 4.  

The theme for National Catholic 
Schools Week 2017 is “Catholic 
Schools: Communities of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service.” Schools 
typically observe the annual cel-
ebration week with Masses, open 
houses and other activities for stu-
dents, families, parishioners and 

Catholic schools: Communities of faith, 
knowledge and service

National Catholic Schools Week: Jan. 29 – Feb. 4, 2017

Be a part of this 
faith-fi lled community!
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community members. Through 
these events, schools focus on the 
value Catholic education provides 
to young people and its contribu-
tions to our church, our communi-
ties and our nation.

The theme encompasses several 
concepts that are at the heart of 

a Catholic education. Schools are 
communities – small families in 
their own right, but also members 
of the larger community of home, 
church, city and nation. Faith, 
knowledge and service are three 
measures by which any Catholic 
school can and should be judged.

Why Catholic schools?
In today’s economic climate, par-

ents may wonder why they should 
send their children to Catholic 
schools. We offer a most compel-
ling reason: to learn how to make 
right choices in a world where 
such choices are counter-cultural.

Through our Catholic worldview, 
we give children the tools they 
need to analyze the world in which 
they live through the lens of a mo-
rality and spirituality that comes 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
teach our children to show their 
love in action by willing the good of 
the other and acting on it. 

With a solid curriculum, dedi-
cated teachers and staff, and a de-
sire to change the world one child 
at a time, the Catholic schools 
within the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City live the biblical call to 
justice. Through morning prayer, 
weekly Mass during the school 
day, a religion curriculum based 
on archdiocesan standards, a de-

sire to help those in need through 
charity and social justice, and a 
joy for the blessings given us, we 
do so much more than educate 
the mind. Each school is truly a 
community of faith, knowledge 
and service.

High academics, high parental 
involvement, low student-teacher 
ratios, and value-based education 
all lead to an outstanding educa-
tion for students attending Cath-
olic elementary and secondary 
schools. 



13 – Rosary School
Pre-K3 – 8th Grade

1919 N.W. 18 
OKC 73106

(405) 525-9272
www.rosaryschool.com
Open house: Jan. 31, 

1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
Tours by appointment

9 – St. Mary Catholic 
School

Pre-K – 8th Grade
611 S.W. “A” Ave. 

Lawton 73501
(580) 355-5288

www.stmarys-ok.org
Open House:  March

Tours: By appointment

10 – St. Mary Catholic 
School

Pre-K3 – 8th Grade
502 E. Warner Ave. 

Guthrie 73044
(405) 282-2071

www.stmarysguthrie.
eduk12.net

Open house: Jan. 29, 
11:30 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Tours: By appointment

11 – St. Mary Catholic 
School

Pre-K – 8th Grade
415 S. 7 Ponca City 

74601
(580) 765-4387

www.smsponcacity.org
Open house: Feb. 1  

Tours: By appointment

12 – St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic 

School
Pre-K – 8th Grade
5000 N. Grove Ave. 

OKC 73122
(405) 789-0224

www.stcharlesokc.org
Open house: March 5

Tours: By appointment

14 – Mount Saint Mary 
Catholic High School
2801 S. Shartel Ave. 

OKC 73109
(405) 631-8865

www.mountstmary.org
Open house: Fall 2017 

Early application 
process for incoming 
freshman until 3 p.m. 

Jan. 20. 
Tours: By appointment

1 – St. Joseph Catholic School
Pre-K3 – 5th Grade

110 N. Madison St. Enid 73701
(580) 242-4449

www.stjosephschoolenid.com
Tours: By appointment 

8 – St. Philip Neri Catholic School
Pre-K3 – 8th Grade

1121 Felix Place Midwest City 73110
(405) 737-4496

www.stphilipnerischool.com
Open house: Jan. 29, 12:15 p.m. - 

1:30 p.m.
Tours: By appointment

7 – All Saints Catholic School
Pre-K – 8th Grade

4001 36 Ave. NW Norman 73072
(405) 447-4600

www.allsaintsnorman.org
Open house: Jan. 29, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Tours: By appointment

6 – St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic School
Pre-K – 8th Grade 

925 S. Boulevard Edmond 73083
(405) 348-5364

www.stelizabethedmond.org
Open house: Jan. 29, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

Tours: By appointment

5 – St. John Nepomuk Catholic 
School

Pre-K3 – 8th Grade
600 S. Garth Brooks Blvd. 

Yukon 73099
(405) 354-2509

www.sjnok.org/school
Open house: Jan. 29, 11:30 a.m.

Tours: By appointment

4 – Sacred Heart Catholic School
Pre-K – 8th Grade

210 S. Evans Ave. El Reno 73036
(405) 262-2284

www.elrenosacredheart.com
Open house: March 30, 
4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Tours: By appointment

3 – Holy Trinity Catholic 
School

Pre-K3 – 8th Grade
211 W. Missouri Okarche 73762

(405) 263-4422
www.holytrinityok.org
Tours: By appointment

2 – Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic 
School 

Pre-K3 – 4th Grade
309 S. Main St. Kingfi sher 73750

(405) 375-4616
www.stspeterandpaul.org
Tours: By appointment

21 – Bishop John Carroll Catholic 
School

Pre-K – 8th Grade
1100 N.W. 32 OKC 73118

(405) 525-0956
www.bjcs.org

Pre-K open house: Feb. 7, 5:30 p.m. 
- 7 p.m.

Tours: By appointment

15 – Catholic School of St. Eugene 
Pre-K3 – 8th Grade

2400 W. Hefner Rd. OKC 73120
(405) 751-0067

www.steugeneschool.org
Open house: Jan. 29, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Tours: By appointment

16 – Christ the King Catholic 
School

Pre-K – 8th Grade
1905 Elmhurst Ave. OKC 73120

(405) 843-3909
www.ckschool.com

Tours: By appointment

17 – Good Shepherd Catholic 
School

For children with autism spectrum 
disorders, neurological disorders

13404 N. Meridian Ave. OKC 
73120

(405) 752-2264 
Tours: By appointment

18 – Saint James the Greater 
Catholic School

Pre-K3 – 8th Grade
1224 S.W. 41 OKC 73109

(405) 636-6810
http://stjames-catholic.org

Open house: Jan. 31, 
12:30 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Tours: By appointment

19 – Sacred Heart Catholic 
School

Pre-K – 8th Grade
2700 S. Shartel Ave. OKC 73109

(405) 634-5673
www.sacredheartokc.org
Tours: By appointment

20 – Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School

801 N.W. 50 OKC 73118
(405) 842-6638 
www.bmchs.org

Freshman registration: Feb. 20, 21, 27, 
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

8th grade parent curriculum night: 
Feb. 16, 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Tours: By appointment

Catholic Schools of Oklahoma Open House Schedule

National Catholic Schools Week: 
January 29 – February 4
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22 – Cristo Rey OKC Catholic 
High School

900 N. Portland OKC 73107
(405) 896-2300

www.CristoReyOKC.org
Open house: Jan. 21, 
12:30 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Priority admissions deadline: Jan. 16 
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The Mount robotics team wins championship

Members of the robotic team are (l-r) Riley Hunsucker, ninth 
grade; Bria Smith, ninth grade; Chrissa Gungoll, ninth 
grade; and Maddie Smith, 11th grade.

The Mount Saint Mary’s Catholic High School girls’ 
robotics team, the Rockettes, won the recent state 
championship against teams from eight states.

 The Rockettes advance to the South Super Re-
gional Championship in Georgia in March. The team 
also won the Connect Award for outstanding commu-
nity outreach. They are one step away from qualifying 
for the world championship.

 The Rockettes robot was the best goal-scoring ro-
bot at the event. 

 

Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service

From the Superintendent of Catholic Schools
Catholic Schools Week, the 

annual celebration of what makes 
Catholic education special, will be 
celebrated from Jan. 29 to Feb. 
4. Nationally, schools typically 
observe the celebration week with 
Masses, open houses and other 
activities for students, families, 
parishioners and community 

members. Through these events, 
schools focus on the value Cath-
olic education provides to young 
people and its contributions to our 
Church, our communities and our 
nation. 

Our Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
will set aside this week, as they 

do each year, to build community 
awareness of and involvement in 
our own local Catholic schools.

From the northern part of the 
state at Saint Joseph in Enid to 
the southern part of the state at 
Saint Mary in Lawton, we share 
with everyone the important role 
of Catholic schools in providing 
value-added education and mak-
ing the world a better place for 
all. We honor those who make our 
schools a success – from students, 
families, faculty and staff to volun-
teers, community supporters and 
local leaders.

The annual theme, “Catholic 
Schools: Communities of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service,” under-
scores the great commitment 
Catholic education has to commu-
nity service. As part of their effort 
to educate the whole child in an 
atmosphere of faith and academic 
excellence, Catholic schools instill 
in students a lifelong commitment 
to serving others. When our stu-
dents graduate, they have the tools 
they need to fulfi ll their roles as 

Diane Floyd
Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools

good citizens, productive employ-
ees and compassionate leaders.

Many of you in our community, 
like me, see the wonderful reality 
of Catholic education every day 
at our schools. It’s in the dedica-
tion and integrity of our pastors, 
teachers and staff. It’s in the hard 
work and accomplishments of our 
students who, day by day, are 
learning and growing in the Lord 
and gaining a values-fi lled edu-
cation. It is in the commitment of 
our parents, guardians and vol-
unteers who give selfl essly of their 
time and talents to help make our 
schools excellent.

We invite you to be a part of 
these faith-fi lled communities! 
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Message of His Holiness Pope Francis
families. This is part of that 

joy of love which I described last 
March in my Exhortation Amoris 
Laetitia, in the wake of two years 
of refl ection by the Church on 
marriage and the family. The 
family is the indispensable cru-
cible in which spouses, parents 
and children, brothers and sisters, 
learn to communicate and to show 
generous concern for one another, 
and in which frictions and even 
confl icts have to be resolved not 
by force but by dialogue, respect, 
concern for the good of the other, 
mercy and forgiveness. From 
within families, the joy of love 
spills out into the world and ra-
diates to the whole of society. An 
ethics of fraternity and peaceful 
coexistence between individuals 
and among peoples cannot be 
based on the logic of fear, violence 
and closed-mindedness, but on 
responsibility, respect and sincere 
dialogue. Hence, I plead for dis-
armament and for the prohibition 
and abolition of nuclear weapons: 
nuclear deterrence and the threat 
of mutual assured destruction are 
incapable of grounding such an 
ethics. I plead with equal urgency 
for an end to domestic violence 
and to the abuse of women and 
children.

The Jubilee of Mercy that ended 
in November encouraged each 
one of us to look deeply within 
and to allow God’s mercy to enter 
there. The Jubilee taught us to 
realize how many and diverse are 
the individuals and social groups 
treated with indifference and sub-
jected to injustice and violence. 
They too are part of our “family;” 
they too are our brothers and 
sisters. The politics of nonviolence 
have to begin in the home and 
then spread to the entire human 
family. “Saint Therese of Lisieux 
invites us to practice the little way 
of love, not to miss out on a kind 
word, a smile or any small gesture 

which sows peace and friendship. 
An integral ecology is also made 
up of simple daily gestures that 
break with the logic of violence, 
exploitation and selfi shness.” 

My invitation

6. Peacebuilding through ac-
tive nonviolence is the natural 
and necessary complement to the 
Church’s continuing efforts to limit 
the use of force by the application 
of moral norms; she does so by her 
participation in the work of inter-
national institutions and through 
the competent contribution made 
by so many Christians to the 
drafting of legislation at all levels. 
Jesus himself offers a “manual” 
for this strategy of peacemaking 
in the Sermon on the Mount. The 
eight Beatitudes (cf. Mt 5:3-10) 
provide a portrait of the person we 
could describe as blessed, good 
and authentic. Blessed are the 
meek, Jesus tells us, the merciful 
and the peacemakers, those who 
are pure in heart, and those who 
hunger and thirst for justice.

This is also a program and a 
challenge for political and religious 
leaders, the heads of interna-
tional institutions, and business 
and media executives: to apply 
the Beatitudes in the exercise of 
their respective responsibilities. 
It is a challenge to build up soci-
ety, communities and businesses 
by acting as peacemakers. It is to 
show mercy by refusing to discard 
people, harm the environment, or 
seek to win at any cost. To do so 
requires “the willingness to face 
confl ict head on, to resolve it and 
to make it a link in the chain of a 
new process.” To act in this way 
means to choose solidarity as a 
way of making history and build-
ing friendship in society. Active 
nonviolence is a way of showing 
that unity is truly more powerful 
and more fruitful than confl ict. 
Everything in the world is inter-

connected. Certainly differences 
can cause frictions. 

But, let us face them construc-
tively and non-violently, so that 
“tensions and oppositions can 
achieve a diversifi ed and life-giving 
unity,” preserving “what is valid 
and useful on both sides.” 

I pledge the assistance of the 
Church in every effort to build 
peace through active and creative 
nonviolence. On 1 January 2017, 
the new Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development 
will begin its work. It will help 
the Church to promote in an ever 
more effective way “the inestimable 
goods of justice, peace, and the 
care of creation” and concern for 
“migrants, those in need, the sick, 
the excluded and marginalized, 
the imprisoned and the unem-
ployed, as well as victims of armed 
confl ict, natural disasters, and all 
forms of slavery and torture.” Ev-
ery such response, however mod-
est, helps to build a world free of 
violence, the fi rst step towards 
justice and peace.

In conclusion

7. As is traditional, I am signing 
this Message on 8 December, the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Con-
ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Mary is the Queen of Peace. At the 
birth of her Son, the angels gave 
glory to God and wished peace on 
earth to men and women of good 
will (cf. Luke 2:14). Let us pray for 
her guidance.

“All of us want peace. Many 
people build it day by day through 
small gestures and acts; many of 
them are suffering, yet patiently 
persevere in their efforts to be 
peacemakers.” In 2017, may we 
dedicate ourselves prayerfully and 
actively to banishing violence from 
our hearts, words and deeds, and 
to becoming nonviolent people and 
to building nonviolent commu-
nities that care for our common 
home. “Nothing is impossible if we 
turn to God in prayer. Everyone 
can be an artisan of peace.” 

From the Vatican, 8 Dec. 2016

Franciscus

continued from Page 6

Mount Saint Mary Catholic 
High School will host the an-
nual “Hoops 4 Hope” Catholic 
high school basketball festival 
on Jan. 13-14. 

Catch great high school bas-
ketball from Mount Saint Mary, 
Bishop McGuinness, Bishop 
Kelley and Cascia Hall while 
supporting Catholic Charities. 
Entry into the games is an un-
wrapped gift or a cash donation 
for Catholic Charities. 

All are invited! Don’t miss 
out on the fun!

 

Hoops4Hope returns 
to The Mount

Friday, Jan. 13:
2 p.m. BK vs. McG (girls)
4 p.m. BK vs. McG (boys)
6 p.m. MSM vs. CH (girls)
8 p.m. MSM vs. CH (boys)

Saturday, Jan. 14:
11 a.m. CH vs. McG (girls)
12:30 p.m. CH vs. McG (boys)
2 p.m. MSM vs. BK (girls)
3:30 p.m. MSM vs. BK (boys)

Postgame - donation presenta-
tion to Catholic Charities

Sanctity of life to 
be celebrated

Mass Jan. 18
Archbishop Coakley will preside 

at the Sanctity of Life Mass: “A 
Celebration of Life from Concep-
tion to Natural Death” on Wednes-
day, Jan. 18, at 6 p.m. at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave., Okla-
homa City. 

There will be two presentations 
immediately following Mass, one 
for youth, “Price Check on Me — 
What’s My Worth” by Fr. Chris-
topher Brashears, and one for 
adults, “Spirituality of Caregivers” 
by Mary Diane Steltenkamp. 

The Church teaches, “Human life 
is sacred because from its begin-
ning it involves the creative action 
of God and it remains forever in 
a special relationship with the 
Creator, who is its sole end. God 
alone is the Lord of life from its be-
ginning until its end: no one can, 
under any circumstance, claim for 

himself the right directly to destroy 
an innocent human being” (Do-
num Vitae, 5).

President Ronald Reagan des-
ignated Jan. 22, 1984, as the 
fi rst National Sanctity of Human 
Life Day. The date was chosen to 
coincide with the 11th anniversary 
of the Roe v. Wade U.S. Supreme 
Court decision that fi rst provided a 
constitutional protection for abor-
tion in the United States. Reagan 
issued the proclamation annually 
thereafter, designating Sanctity 
of Human Life Day to be the third 
Sunday in January, which rep-
resents the closest Sunday to the 
original date.

 For more information, contact 
Becky VanPool at (405) 523-3000, 
Ext. 245.

Judy Hilovsky is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Wednesday, January 18, at 6 o’clock in the evening
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral

3214 N. Lake Avenue / Oklahoma City, OK

Presentations Following Mass Include:

For Adults:
Spirituality of Caregivers

by Mary Diane Steltenkamp

For Youth:
“Price Check on Me - What’s My Worth”

by Father Chris Brashears

Presented by the Archdiocesan Sanctity of Life Committee. For more information, contact Becky VanPool at (405) 523-3000 ext. 245.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Sooner Catholic

Si periódicamente miran mi calendario en 
el Sooner Catholic, notarán que paso mucho 
tiempo visitando a nuestras escuelas católi-
cas. Es una prioridad para mí. Cada año hago 
un esfuerzo por viajar a cada una de nuestras 
veintiuna escuelas católicas primarias y se-
cundarias alrededor de la Arquidiócesis. 

Entre ellos tenemos dos escuelas secund-
arias, dieciocho escuelas primarias y una 
escuela para niños autistas. Estoy 
orgulloso de cada una de estas 
instituciones. Cada uno representa 
un compromiso compartido entre 
padres, pastores, administradores, 
profesores y personal, las parro-
quias y la Arquidiócesis. 

En el otoño, daremos la bienvenida a 
otra escuela secundaria católica, la Escuela 
Secundaria Católica Cristo Rey Oklahoma 
City. Aunque no forma parte del sistema ar-
quidiocesano, proporcionará una oportunidad 
única para que más familias experimenten el 
beneficio de la educación secundaria católica.

Desde los primeros días de la historia de la 
Iglesia en los Estados Unidos y en Oklahoma, 
las escuelas católicas han tenido un papel 
invalorable en la vida y misión de la Iglesia. 
Gran parte del crédito por esta rica herencia 
se debe a las mujeres y hombres religiosos 
que fueron pioneros en algunas de nuestras 
primeras escuelas católicas. Celebramos este 
continuo compromiso y legado anualmente 
durante la Semana de las Escuelas Católicas, 
que observamos este año a partir del 29 de 
enero.

El tema de la Semana de las Escuelas Católi-
cas 2017 es "Escuelas Católicas: Comunidades 
de Fe, Conocimiento y Servicio". Nuestras 
escuelas se comprometen en la búsqueda y 
promoción de la excelencia en todos los ámbi-
tos. Podemos lograr esto solamente si estamos 
claros sobre la razón por la cual existimos. A 
medida que tratamos de elevar los estándares 
en todos los ámbitos, elevamos el nivel de 
nuestra fe. Es nuestra fe católica la que in-
spira nuestra enseñanza y aprendizaje y nos 
mueve a servir a los demás.

Como expresión de la misión de la Iglesia, 
nuestro propósito primordial es ser comu-
nidades evangelizadoras de discípulos. Las 
escuelas católicas son lugares privilegiados 
de evangelización. Jesucristo es proclamado. 
La fe se nutre a través de una estrecha colab-
oración entre padres, pastores y profesores. 

La fe se celebra a través de la adoración y la 
oración. La fe se vive en servicio amoroso a los 
demás. 

La fe se fortalece, ya que está integrada en 
todo el plan de estudios y en todas las facetas 
del entorno educativo, incluyendo el atletismo 
y las artes. Aquí buscamos la excelencia en la 
instrucción académica, así como la excelencia 
en la formación de la fe. Hacemos esto siendo 

auténticamente católicos en nuestra en-
señanza y práctica, pero también siendo 
inclusivos de estudiantes de todos los 
antecedentes sociales, económicos y 
étnicos. 

Damos la 
bienvenida 
a los estudi-
antes de otras 
tradiciones de 
la fe, pero les 
debemos una 
oportunidad 

de apreciar la plenitud 
de nuestra fe católica 
y herencia. Esto es 
lo que crea el valor 
único del ambiente de 
aprendizaje de nuestra 
escuela católica.

Para que nuestras 
escuelas católicas 
sigan floreciendo, 
tenemos que elaborar 
estrategias para hacer 
crecer nuestra matrícula y hacer que las es-
cuelas católicas sean accesibles a más y más 
familias. 

Nuestras escuelas necesitan una sólida 
base financiera si quieren seguir siendo sos-
tenibles. Nuestras escuelas necesitan maneras 
de proveer asistencia económica a aquellos 
que de otro modo no podrían permitirse los 
beneficios de una educación escolar católica. 
Además de la asistencia regular al pago de la 
matrícula que está disponible en las parro-

quias, debemos 
promover inicia-
tivas innovadoras 
como el Fondo de 
Becas de Opor-
tunidades para 
las Escuelas 
Católicas que 
ofrecen créditos 
fiscales a individuos y empresas que apoyan 
la educación católica. Dado que no podemos 
depender de la asistencia del gobierno, la 
financiación sigue siendo uno de los mayores 
desafíos para el continuo desarrollo de nues-
tras escuelas católicas.

Nuestras escuelas católicas han florecido 
gracias a la generosa buena administración 
de los dones de Dios de familias, religiosas y 
religiosos, sacerdotes y feligreses que juntos 
han hecho tremendos sacrificios para que las 
escuelas católicas estén disponibles para sus 
hijos, nietos y niños de sus vecinos. Cada vez 

más, estamos reconociendo la 
importancia del apoyo de la co-
munidad empresarial también. 
Esta será la única contribución 
del modelo Cristo Rey cuando esa 
escuela se abra en el otoño. 

Todos se benefician de las es-
cuelas católicas. Siempre ha sido 
un compromiso compartido y un 
sacrificio compartido.

El futuro depende de nuestra 
capacidad para sostener este 
espíritu de buena administración 
de los dones de Dios y mutua 
colaboración. Nos estamos ben-
eficiando de los sacrificios de los 
que nos han precedido. Y tenemos 
que tener en cuenta aquellos que 
vendrán después de nosotros. Los 
padres de los niños católicos de 
hoy en día no pueden ser dejados 

para asumir el costo total de la educación 
católica ellos solos. 

Para la mayoría es simplemente demasiado 
caro. Si tenemos o no niños en las escuelas 
católicas, todos nos beneficiaremos de man-
tener escuelas católicas fuertes.

Espero que disfruten de la inserción en este 
número que perfila nuestras escuelas católi-
cas y cómo nos esforzamos por mantenerlas 
fuertes.

Escuelas Católicas

Comunidades de fe, conocimiento y servicio

Desde los primeros 
días de la historia 
de la Iglesia en los 
Estados Unidos y 
en Oklahoma, las 
escuelas católicas 

han tenido un 
papel invalorable 

en la vida y misión 
de la Iglesia.

Estudiantes del Sagrado Corazón partici-
pan en una Posada, un festival de Navidad 
originado en América Latina que dramatiza 
la búsqueda de alojamiento por parte de 
José y María. Entre los paretcipantes estu-
vieron were Eddie Torres, Sarah Jimenez, 
Juan Angel Pinon, Maria Jaquez, Jennifer 
Dugger, Antonio Cervantes, Emmanuel 
Alvarez, Obed Villalobos, Teresita and Juan 
Pinon, Jayla Daniels, Whitley Amos, Edward 
Romero, Javier Macias y Jacob Rojo.

Foto Theresa Bragg.
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Nuestro mundo está desfigurado 
por la violencia. Sin embargo, la 
mayoría de las personas en todo el 
planeta anhelan la paz.

Hombres y mujeres de buena 
voluntad desean una comunidad 
mundial llena de paz y están com-
prometidos a hacer su parte en 
lograr esta meta. La gente de buena 
voluntad desea la justicia, sí, pero 
justicia llena de misericordia.

¿Cuál es esta paz que anhela-
mos? La paz no es sólo la ausen-
cia de guerra. Implica el respeto 
mutuo y la confianza entre las 
personas y las naciones. Implica 
la colaboración y, sobre todo, la 
apertura a una fuerza superior. La 
violencia y el odio son demasiado 
grandes para que podamos mane-
jarlo por nuestra cuenta, necesita-
mos ayuda de lo alto.

Donde los fuertes y poderosos 
explotan a los débiles; Donde los 
ricos se aprovechan de los necesit-
ados; Dondequiera que los que 
son parte de una mayoría tratan 
de dominar y de imponer con fu-
erza sus puntos de vista sobre la 
minoría, allí se deshace la paz; La 
paz se rompe de nuevo y se abre la 
puerta a la agitación, la angustia, 
el conflicto y la guerra. Sin justi-
cia, no hay paz.

El Catecismo de la Iglesia 
Católica habla de paz, aquí hay 
dos citas:

2304 “El respeto y el desarrollo 
de la vida humana exigen la paz. 
La paz no es sólo ausencia de 
guerra y no se limita a asegurar 
el equilibrio de fuerzas adversas. 
La paz no puede alcanzarse en la 
tierra, sin la salvaguardia de los 
bienes de las personas, la libre 
comunicación entre los seres hu-
manos, el respeto de la dignidad 

¡La Paz Esté Con Ustedes!
Mis primeras palabras para todos ustedes en el Nuevo Año

de las personas y de los pueblos, 
la práctica asidua de la frater-
nidad. Es la ‘tranquilidad del or-
den’. Es obra de la justicia y efecto 
de la caridad.”

2305 “La paz terrenal es ima-
gen y fruto de la paz de Cristo, el 
‘Príncipe de la paz’ mesiánica. Por 
la sangre de su cruz, ‘dio muerte 
al odio en su carne’, reconcilió con 
Dios a los hombres e hizo de su 
Iglesia el sacramento de la unidad 

del género humano y de su un-
ión con Dios. ‘Él es nuestra paz’. 
Declara ‘bienaventurados a los que 
construyen la paz’”. 

El Papa Francisco llega a llamar 
a todos los discípulos de Cristo, no 
sólo a promover la paz, sino a ser 
promotores de la no violencia:

“Ser hoy verdaderos discípulos 
de Jesús significa también aceptar 
su propuesta de la no violen-
cia. Esta —como ha afirmado mi 
predecesor Benedicto XVI— «es 
realista, porque tiene en cuenta 

que en el mundo hay demasiada 
violencia, demasiada injusticia y, 
por tanto, sólo se puede superar 
esta situación contraponiendo un 
plus de amor, un plus de bondad. 
Este ‘plus’ viene de Dios». Y añadía 
con fuerza: «para los cristianos la 
no violencia no es un mero com-
portamiento táctico, sino más bien 
un modo de ser de la persona, la 
actitud de quien está tan conven-
cido del amor de Dios y de su po-

der, que no tiene miedo de afrontar 
el mal únicamente con las armas 
del amor y de la verdad. El amor a 
los enemigos constituye el núcleo 
de la ‘revolución cristiana’». Pre-
cisamente, el evangelio del amad 
a vuestros enemigos es consider-
ado como «la carta magna de la no 
violencia cristiana», que no se debe 
entender como un «rendirse ante 
el mal […], sino en responder al 
mal con el bien, rompiendo de este 
modo la cadena de la injusticia».”

San Juan Pablo II, en una visita 

a Gran Bretaña, incluyó las sigu-
ientes palabras en su homilía de 
Pentecostés:

“Toda la gente debe compro-
meterse deliberada y resuelta-
mente a la búsqueda de la paz. La 
desconfianza y la división entre las 
naciones comienzan en el corazón 
de los individuos. El trabajo por la 
paz comienza cuando escuchamos 
el llamado urgente de Cristo: ‘Ar-
repentíos y creed en el evangelio’ 
(Marcos 1, 15). Debemos pasar de 
la dominación al servicio; Debe-
mos pasar de la violencia a la 
paz; Debemos volvernos de estar 
centrados en nosotros mismos 
a centrarnos en Cristo, él solo 
puede darnos un corazón nuevo, 
un entendimiento nuevo. Cada 
individuo, en algún momento de 
su vida, está destinado a escuchar 
este llamado de Cristo. La respu-
esta de cada persona conduce a la 
muerte o a la vida. La fe en Cristo, 
el Verbo Encarnado de Dios, nos 
llevará al camino de la paz.”

Y así, en el espíritu del mensaje 
del Papa Francisco para la Cin-
cuentena de la Jornada Mundial 
de la Paz, que se celebra el 1 de 
enero, los invito a que se unan a 
mí en orar de una manera más 
intencional por la paz en 2017. 
Una vez más, “¡La Paz Esté Con 
Ustedes!”

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Oficina 
de Ministerio 

Hispano

Semana de migración 2017: ‘Creando una cultura de encuentro’

WASHINGTON – “Creando una 
cultura de encuentro” es el tema 
de la Semana Nacional de la Mi-
gración del 2017, un evento anual 
que los obispos católicos estadou-
nidenses comenzaron hace más de 
25 años.

La semana se llevará a cabo el 
8-14 de enero 8 y “es una ex-
celente oportunidad de resaltar la 
tradición bíblica y nuestra misión 
de acoger al recién llegado”, dijo el 
obispo Joe S. Vásquez de Austin, 
Texas, director del Comité sobre 
Migración de la Conferencia de 
Obispos Católicos de Estados Uni-
dos (USCCB).

“Aunque la celebración dura 
solamente una semana, es un mo-
mento vital para mostrar bienven-
ida, compasión y solidaridad con 
nuestros hermanos y hermanas 
migrantes”, él añadió en un comu-
nicado.

Con más de 65 millones de per-
sonas desplazadas a la fuerza de 
sus hogares globalmente, cada día 
el mundo se ve afectado más por 

la migración. Los obispos 
estadounidenses dicen que 
las metas de la Semana 
Nacional de la Migración 
incluyen educar a las 
comunidades católicas 
sobre la migración y pedir 
que los católicos hagan el 
esfuerzo de buscar opor-
tunidades de encuentro 
con inmigrantes y refugia-
dos en parroquias, dióce-
sis y en la comunidad.

Como parte del evento 
del 2017, la coalición Jus-
ticia para los Inmigrantes 
estará lanzando un nuevo 
sitio web que presentará 
noticias y materiales sobre 
asuntos de inmigración y 
maneras en que los indi-
viduos pueden involucrarse. La 
coalición es una iniciativa de los 
obispos estadounidenses.

Los obispos de Estados Unidos 
comenzaron la Semana Nacio-
nal de la Migración “para darle 
a los católicos una oportunidad 

de honrar y aprender sobre las 
diversas comunidades de la ig-
lesia y el trabajo que la Iglesia 
Católica emprende para servirle a 
los inmigrantes y refugiados”, dice 
un comunicado de la USCCB. “La 
semana sirve como un tiempo de 

oración y acción para de-
stacar las contribuciones 
de los inmigrantes y de 
las poblaciones vulnera-
bles que vienen a Estados 
Unidos”.

Materiales y otros re-
cursos para la semana 
especial están disponibles 
para descargar en www.
usccb.org/nationalmigra-
tionweek. Los materiales 
de la USCCB incluyen 
plantillas de cartas a 
editores y a legisladores 
(en inglés y español) para 
abogar por los inmigrantes, 
sugerencias para esfuerzos 
de apoyo y participación 
comunitaria, sugerencias 
para homilías y sugeren-

cias para usar redes sociales, par-
ticularmente Facebook y Twitter.

Carteles, tarjetas de oración y 
folletos también están disponibles 
a través de las publicaciones de la 
USCCB en www.usccbpublishing.
org.

Por Catholic News Service,
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The Catholic Foundation

CORNERSTONE

Consider establishing a 
Donor Advised Fund

If you are considering making a char-
itable gift to your church, the Catholic 
Foundation offers Donor Advised Fund as 
a great alternative. You can make an-
nual grants from the fund to your parish, 
Catholic school, other Catholic ministry 
or to any 501(c)(3) charity that adheres 
to our common Catholic beliefs. Your gift 
can create either a permanent endow-
ment fund or a completely spendable 
fund. If you are looking for a convenient 
and cost-effective way to support a wider 
variety of Catholic and other charitable 
interests, a donor advised fund should 
be considered.  Remember, the Catholic 
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) public charity 
that offers the maximum tax benefits 
available. We offer low, competitive en-
dowment maintenance fees. You can 
avoid the compliance and administrative 
burdens of a private foundation. The 
Catholic Foundation accepts a wide va-
riety of gifts including cash, appreciated 
stocks, mutual funds, marketable se-
curities, real estate, life insurance poli-
cies, retirement plan assets, closely-held 
stocks and oil & gas royalties. But best of 
all, we are Catholic. We have been assist-
ing Catholic donors for 50 years. Consider 
establishing a Donor Advised Fund at the 
Catholic Foundation. 

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.
P.O. Box 32180   n   Oklahoma City, OK 73123

(405) 721-4115   n   www.cfook.org   n bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

Briefs
National Migration Week 2017 

National Migration Week 2017 
will be Jan. 8-14. This year’s 
theme is “Creating a Culture 
of Encounter.” The celebration 
provides an opportunity to raise 
awareness about the contributions 
of migrants, including refugees, 
and victims of human trafficking 
in our communities. Visit www.
usccb.org/nationalmigrationweek.

Rev. King archdiocesan 
celebration 

The archdiocese’s annual cele-
bration to honor the work of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. will be 
held at 5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 14, 
at Corpus Christi Catholic Church, 
1616 N. Kelly Ave. Mass will be 
celebrated by Archbishop Coakley, 
with a tribute to follow.

12-step spirituality retreat
The Substance Addiction Minis-

try is sponsoring a 12-step spir-
ituality retreat Saturday, Jan. 
28, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Rm C-3 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center. 
The retreat will focus on steps 
No. 1 through No. 7, and how 
these steps bring transformation, 
self-acceptance and being at peace 
with oneself. There will be time 
for individual prayer and medita-
tion. There is no fee and lunch will 
be provided by the archdiocese. 
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. 
Contact the Office of Family Life 
for reservations, (405) 721-5651.

Audrey Assad concert
The women of St. John the Bap-

tist in Edmond present Audrey As-
sad at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 27, 
in the sanctuary. Wine and cheese 
reception at 7 p.m. Register online 
at Stjohn-catholic.org for $10 a 
person. Nursery provided; space 
limited. Everyone is welcome. 
Audrey Assad on YouTube: www.
youtube.com/user/audreyassad.

Oklahoma Catholic College 
Student Conference

“Weren’t our Hearts Burning?” 
Do I really know this Jesus I’ve 
met on the road? Will be the topic 
for the Feb. 24-26 conference 
presented by Fr. Anthony Ariniello. 
Ages 18-25 and out of high school 
are welcome. Cost is $40. Registra-
tion deadline is Feb. 17. Contact 
the Youth and Young Adult Office 
at (405) 721-9220.

Rosary for life
The Rosary for Life will be in-

doors during the winter, instead of 
meeting at Norman’s abortion cen-
ter. Join every Sunday at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Chapel at St. Thomas More 
in Norman, 100 Stinson St. Con-
tact Connie Lang at jlang9@cox.net 
or (405) 249-1041.

Frs. Janocha and Grover to lead 
pilgrimage to Fatima

Fr. Carl William Janocha and Fr. 
Daniel Grover will lead a pilgrim-
age to Fatima, Santiago de Com-
postela, and Lourdes, from Nov. 
7-17, 2017. Cost is $3,099 pp, 
including airfare from Oklahoma 
City, four-star hotels, most meals 
and more. Sites include Lisbon, 
Fatima, Santiago de Compostela, 

Salamanca, Avila, Madrid, and 
Lourdes. In 1917, Our Lady ap-
peared to three small children in 
a field in Fatima. Join in to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary of this 
apparition, and visit the pilgrimage 
site of Santiago de Compostela, 
with the burial place of St. James, 
see the shrine to St. Teresa of 
Avila, and the Grotto of the Appa-
rition of Our Lady to Bernadette 
in Lourdes. $400 deposit required. 
Contact Fr. Carl Janocha, (580) 
395-2148, cwjanocha@kanokla.net.

Pregnancy and infant loss
St. Ann’s Ministry for Pregnancy 

and Infant Loss will meet 6:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m. the second Thurs-
day of each month at St. John’s 
Raphael House in Edmond. The 
monthly Catholic support group 
consists of parents who have lost a 
child due to miscarriage, stillbirth, 
SIDS, medical conditions, etc. Ev-
eryone is welcome, no matter how 
long ago the loss occurred. Con-
tact Marilyn Seiler (405) 340-0691, 
Ext. 197, parishnurse@stjohn-
catholic.org.

Fr. Jim Goins to celebrate silver 
jubilee with pilgrimage

Join Fr. Jim Goins to celebrate 
his silver jubilee by walking the 
Way of St. James through coastal 
Portugal and Spain May 28-June 
9, 2017. Limited to 25 pilgrims. 
Porto, Ponte de Lima, Valencia, Or-
benille, Mos, Arcade, Pontevedra, 
El Parque Natural de Ria Barosa, 
San Miguel, Rua de Francos Pad-
ron, Santiago de Compostela. Cost 
is $4,399 pp dbl. occ., includes all 
meals, roundtrip air from OKC, 
luggage transfers, superior hotels, 
guides, all admissions. Mass daily, 
support/chase van available and 
luxury motor coach for sightsee-
ing and transfer to and from trail 
start/end locations each day. $300 
pp deposit. Contact (405) 293-
2003, mroewe@Unitours.com. 

Ireland pilgrimage
Join Fr. Ray Ackerman and Fr. 

John Peter Swaminathan on a 
unique pilgrimage to Ireland, July 
10-22. Includes Dublin, Baltin-
glass Abbey, St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Our Lady of Knock, St. Patrick’s 
Tomb and Cathedral, Giant’s 
Causeway, Titanic Museum in 
Belfast, Glendalough, Lake Corrib 
Cruise, Trinity College, Gallarus 
Oratory, Kilmalkedar Church, St. 
John’s Cathedral, Holy Well of St. 
Brigid, Cliffs of Moher, O’Brien’s 
Tower, Rock of Cashel, Clonmac-
noise, Blarney Castle, the Bur-
ren, Downpatrick Cathedral, Inch 
Abbey, Galway, and more. Mass, 
breakfast, dinner daily, 4-star ho-
tels, luxury motorcoach, roundtrip 
air from OKC. $4,399 pp. $300 
pp deposit. Contact Melani Roewe 
at (405) 293-2003 or go online to 
http://bit.ly/RevAckermanIreland 
to download brochure. Secure 
online registration at http://bit.
ly/29KPZTT.

Scholarships for hearing 
impaired students

The Hearing Loss Association of 
America Central Oklahoma Chap-

ter (HLAACOC) announced the 
2017 scholarship program. There 
will be two scholarships of $1,000 
each, awarded to students enrolled 
for the fall 2017 school year. Appli-
cants must have hearing loss and 
be entering higher education in 
the fall. There is no age limit, but 
the student must plan to attend 
an Oklahoma higher learning 
institute. Applications available at 
the Hearing Helpers Room, 5100 
N. Brookline, Ste. A, OKC, or on-
line at www.OKCHearingLoss.org. 
Deadline is April 3.

Oklahoma Catholic Quiz Bowl
The first Oklahoma Catholic 

Quiz Bowl will be held at St Gre-
gory’s University on March 25. 
The OK CQB’s vision is to improve 
participants’ knowledge of the 
Catholic Church and to inspire a 
deeper love of the faith in an inte-
grated program of fun competition 
and good sportsmanship that also 
will provide participants and visi-
tors opportunities to deepen their 
faith through encounters with the 
monks, faculty and students at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey and University.

Mass offered at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey for the Feast of the An-
nunciation. For information on 

rules, eligibility, sample questions 
or to enter your team, go online 
to www.fm-sgu.org/oklahoma-
catholic-quiz-bowl or contact 
mail@fm-sgu.org. 

Catholic Charities weekly Mass
Catholic Charities, at 1232 N. 

Classen Blvd., OKC, has Mass at 
11 a.m. every Friday in the chapel. 
Mass is open to the public. Check 
holiday schedule. 

Catholic young adults of OKC
Open to all young adults (ages 

18-39, married or single) in the 
archdiocese. Visit Facebook page 
(Catholic Young Adults of OKC) for 
events and information or e-mail 
info@catholicyoungadultsokc.com. 

Attention Christ the King 
alumni 

Christ the King School is search-
ing for all CK Knights! The school 
would like to include alumni news 
in the annual school newsletter 
this fall. E-mail information and 
pictures to alumni@ckschool.com. 
The newsletter will be posted un-
der the “Alumni” link at www.ck-
school.com/groups/4984/alumni/
home. Also, keep the database 
up-to-date by e-mailing updated 
contact information.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Feast of the Epiphany of the 
Lord.

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Con-
ception, 3901 S.W. 29, OKC. 
Contact (405) 685-4806.

The Rosary for Life at 6:30 
p.m. in the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang at jlang9@cox.net, (405) 
249-1041.

Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord.

Catholic War Veterans (of 
any war/conflict) will meet 
the second Tuesday of each 
month in the community 
room of St. Ann Retirement 
Center at 7 p.m. Contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt at (405) 567-
3404.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
The Oklahoma Memorial Post 
168 will hold their monthly 
meeting at 7 p.m. in the 
Sunnylane Family Recep-
tion Center located at 3900 
SE 29th St in Del City, every 
second Wednesday. Contact 
Ken at (405) 739-0036, Okla-
Post168@cox.net.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m. at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center Chapel 
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and Rm 136. Contact Toni 
Calvey at (405) 630-0539, 
tonicalvey1900@gmail.com or 
visit www.SpiritOKC.org.

St. Ann’s Ministry for Preg-
nancy and Infant Loss will 
meet 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. the 
second Thursday of each 
month at St. John’s Raphael 
House in Edmond. The 
monthly Catholic support 
group consists of parents who 
lost a child due to miscar-
riage, stillbirth, SIDS, medical 
conditions, etc. Everyone is 
welcome, no matter how long 
ago the loss occurred. Contact 
Marilyn Seiler (405) 340-0691, 
Ext. 197, parishnurse@
stjohn-catholic.org.

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School will host the annual 
“Hoops 4 Hope” Catholic high 
school basketball festival on 
Jan. 13, beginning at 2 p.m., 
and Jan. 14, beginning at 11 
a.m. Watch teams from Mount 
St. Mary, Bishop McGuinness, 
Bishop Kelley and Cascia Hall 
while supporting Catholic 
Charities. Entry is an un-
wrapped gift or a cash dona-
tion for Catholic Charities.

The archdiocese’s annual 
celebration to honor the work 
of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. will be held at 5 p.m. 
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Sooner Catholic

Saturday, Jan. 14, at Corpus 
Christi Catholic Church, 1616 
N. Kelly Ave. Mass will be cel-
ebrated by Archbishop Coak-
ley, with a tribute to follow.

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day.

Feast of St. Anthony.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to Infant Jesus of Prague 
monthly. During these nine 
days, the novena prayers will 
be as follows: Monday-Friday 
following Noon Mass, Satur-
day following 5 p.m. Mass, 
and Sunday following 11 a.m. 
Mass.

Sanctity of Life Mass: “A cele-
bration of life from conception 
to natural death.” Archbishop 
Coakley will preside at Mass 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help. Presenta-
tions following Mass include: 
“Spirituality of Caregivers” by 
Mary Diane Steltenkamp, and 
“Price Check on Me - What’s 
My Worth” by Fr. Christopher 
Brashears. Presented by the 
archdiocesan Sanctity of Life 
Committee. Contact Becky 
VanPool at (405) 523-3000, 
Ext. 245.

Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity.
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Feast of St. Agnes.

St. Thomas More University 
Parish will hold their annual 
Chili Bingo at All Saints Cath-
olic School. Tickets are $5 for 
children under age 10, $10 
for age 11 and older, $35 for 
a family and a reserved table 
for eight is $100. All prices in-
clude dinner and bingo cards. 

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC, 
on the first and third Satur-
days of each month. Mass at 
9:30 a.m. in the chapel with 
meetings immediately follow-
ing. Fr. Tarasisio is our spir-
itual director. Contact Karen 
Banks at (405) 396-9086 or 
Toni Harrelson at (405) 341-
2199.

The community of the Secular 
Order of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. 
Teresa of Jesus - Oklahoma 
Community and Province of 
St. Therese, meets at Little 
Flower Church, OKC Noon-
4:30 p.m. Contact Barbara 
Basgall (405) 826-3860 or 
Susan Staudt (405) 473-6328.
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Maintenance
Corpus Christi Catholic Church 

has an opening for a maintenance 
position. Contact (405) 236-4301. 
Send resume to the parish at 1005 
N.E. 15, OKC 73117.

Center of Family Love 
administrator

Direct daily internal and exter-
nal operations for the Intermediate 
Care Facility/Geriatric Intermedi-
ate Care Facility to provide care to 
residents. Oversee all personnel 
management duties associated 
with clinical licensure standards, 
quality management, dietary and 
housekeeping to ensure efficient 
operational and financial pro-
cesses that comply with federal, 
state and local requirements. Must 
ensure fiscal responsibility for 
the organization. Must possess 
current Oklahoma Nursing Home 
Administrator’s License. Submit 
resume to hr@cflinc.org. Contact 
(405) 263-7104.

Director of evangelization and 
catechesis

The executive director of evange-
lization and catechesis is respon-
sible for developing, overseeing 
and supporting faith formation 
and discipleship efforts in the 
archdiocese. The secretariat for 
evangelization and catechesis pro-
vides policy guidance, resources 
and training for catechetical and 
discipleship programs for children, 

Jobs Box
youth, young adults and adults 
of the parishes and missions of 
the archdiocese. It assumes all 
administrative and organizational 
responsibilities for the depart-
ment and its staff. The executive 
director supports and promotes 
the Catholic Church’s teachings 
on evangelization and cateche-
sis and ensures its commitment 
and integration throughout every 
aspect of Catholic life and ministry 
in the archdiocese. The successful 
candidate will have a minimum 
of 10 years’ experience working 
within diocesan religious education 
structures or similar experience 
preferred; an advanced degree in 
theology, catechesis, education 
or relevant field; and must be an 
active Catholic in good standing 
with a strong desire to assist the 
Church in faithfully and respon-
sibly communicating the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and the mission, 
ministry and needs of the Catholic 
Church. To apply, submit a re-
sume to nlargent@ArchOKC.org. 

Principal – Muskogee
St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Muskogee is seeking a principal for 
the 2017-2018 school year. Prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing 
with the Church, master’s degree. 
Download and complete applica-
tion at www.dioceseoftulsa.org/
catholic-schools. Return appli-
cation, cover letter (introducing 

yourself, suitability for this posi-
tion and salary requirements) and 
resume with detailed professional 
experience to jim.pohlman@dio-
ceseoftulsa.org.

Principal - OKC
Christ the King in Oklahoma 

City seeks a principal who will be a 
faith leader as well as an academic 
leader for a large Catholic parish 
school, serving more than 500 
students in grades PreK-3 through 
8. Candidate must be a practicing 
Catholic who has knowledge and 
understanding of the faith. Ap-
plicants should have a minimum 
five years teaching experience, 
preferably at a Catholic school, 
and a master’s degree in education 
field. At least 18 semester hours of 
graduate work should be in admin-
istration, supervision and curricu-
lum development. For application, 
contact (405) 721-4202.

Teacher assistant
St. John CDC in Edmond is look-

ing for a teacher’s assistant to help 
our Nest Program (Mother’s Day 
Out). Most job responsibilities oc-
cur in our 18 month to 2 year old 
classrooms; however, we have chil-
dren through age 12. The teacher’s 
assistant will report M-F from 7:45 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., including tradi-
tional school breaks and holidays 
when the center is still open. Back-
ground check, fingerprinting, Safe 
Environment training and continu-

ing education required. Pay based 
on previous experience. Send a 
resume to cdc@stjohn-catholic.org.

Principal – Tulsa
Marquette Catholic School in 

Tulsa is seeking a new principal 
for the 2017-2018 school year. 
The school serves 400 students in 
K-8 and includes a state-of the-art 
Early Childhood Education Center. 
Requirements: Practicing Catholic 
in good standing with the Church, 
minimum of three years teaching 
or administrative experience in a 
Catholic school, master’s degree 
in administration, education or an 
unrelated field with an alternative 
teaching certificate, hold or be 
working toward religious educa-
tion certification. Download and 
complete application at www.dio-
ceseoftulsa.org/catholic-schools. 
Return application, cover letter (in-
troducing yourself, suitability for 
this position and salary require-
ments) and resume with detailed 
professional experience to catholic-
schools.office@dioceseoftulsa.org.

BMCHS cafeteria staff
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking a part-time 
worker for the cafeteria. Contact 
Laura Scott at LScott@bmchs.org, 
(405) 842-6656.

To see more job openings, go 
online to www.soonercatholic.org.
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The last rays of the 
sun’s light outline the 
bare tree branches. Dark-
ness descends, bringing 
a drop in already low 
temperatures. The night 
is cold and vast. 

Yet, it is in these dark-
est days of the year that 
the Light of the World is 
born among us. The hope 
of God among us illumi-
nates everything. We, “the 
people who walk in dark-
ness, have seen a great 
light,” as Isaiah prophe-
sied. As we continue in 
our Christmas journey, 
we bear witness to the crucial 
event of the universe, when God 
became man. Christ, who bridged 
the darkness of human existence 
and the light of God, came to us in 
a Bethlehem manger 2000 years 
ago and is present among us still.

Even during these days of 
Christmas, we glimpse the suffer-
ing this journey entails. Already 
on the second day of Christmas, 
we celebrate the glories of mar-
tyrdom. We go from “Away in a 
Manger” immediately to the mar-
tyrdom of Stephen commemorated 
by “Good King Wenceslaus,” and 
his renowned acts of kindness and 
charity to the poor. 

Soon after, a day is dedicated to 
the Holy Innocents, whose only 
crime was to be born around the 

same time as Jesus, and who were 
murdered out of King Herod’s fear 
of the “King of the Jews,” whose 
birth was announced by the star. 
Saint Thomas Becket was not only 
a martyr, but a man sent to his 
death by his childhood friend, the 
king. 

Along with these martyrs’ feasts, 
we celebrate the Christmas Sea-
son. We follow the star along with 
the three kings. We celebrate 
the feast of the Holy Family and 
Mary, Mother of God. The joy of 
Christmas is co-mingled with 
the suffering of the martyrs. For 
many of these, this co-existence 
of suffering and joy is present in 
very human ways – the absence of 
a loved one, a Christmas far from 
the comforts of home, or an illness 
that offers no respite. 

The presence of these 
martyrs’ feast days on 
the calendar, even here 
in the octave of Christ-
mas, reminds us that this 
journey ends at the cross. 
But, it also retells the 
truth that this suffering 
isn’t useless, that life is 
more than waiting things 
out until other people do 
something to make us feel 
better. 

For the reason Christ 
came into this world is 
intimately bound up with 
the reasons for human 
suffering, which are 

twofold and both originate with a 
serpent and apple in Eden. The 
first reason for our suffering is 
that something bad has happened 

A Millennial Journey in Faith

Hope of God illuminates everything

to us through no fault of our own. 
This is a call from God to join our 
suffering to his. Suffering, in this 
way, becomes a gift.

We also suffer when we ourselves 
do something wrong. The redemp-
tion offered with the cross is the 
only way out, coupled with our 
own repentance and reconciliation.
   If this journey points already to 
the cross, even in the infancy of 
Jesus, by the same token it points 
to the promise of new and 
eternal life. 


