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Go Make Disciples

A new exhibit on Servant of God Father Stanley Rother is now 
open in the Heritage Gallery on the fi rst fl oor of the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest Expressway in Oklahoma City.

The exhibit visits Father Rother’s childhood in Okarche, 
his early priesthood and his time in Guatemala where he was 

martyred in 1981 
while serving in 
Santiago Atitlán. 
The items on dis-
play include his 
chalice, cassock, 
letters, photos, 
vestments and 
panels that ex-
plain the history of 
Oklahoma’s native 
priest.

The exhibit is 
free and open to 
the public Monday 
through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

Father Rother exhibit opens at CPC

continued on Page 8

It’s a predawn Sunday morning 
at the end of October, and Sister 
BJ’s Pantry, a ministry to feed 
and foster community among the 
homeless men, women and chil-
dren of Oklahoma City, is prepar-
ing for breakfast.

Beyond the serene, pristine 
Devon Tower and across Shartel 
Avenue, rests sparser buildings in 
a little, unnamed district – and a 
few raucous voices resound.

Sr. BJ’s Pantry for the homeless offers human touch
Serving there “takes you out of yourself”

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
For the Sooner Catholic

In the dark, amid all the con-
crete, a wood pergola appears, 
cheerily strung with patio lights 
and surrounded by the soft, 
shadowy shapes of fl owers. Pur-
ple clematis climb an aged wall, 
romantic hydrangeas spread 
welcoming branches and vibrant 
roses lift their radiant heads from 
the four corners of the small 
grounds.

Sister Barbara Joseph Foley – 
from whom the pantry takes its 
name – greets everyone. Sister BJ 
is warm and vivacious, with an air 
of simultaneous ease and activity.

How to Help

What: Sr. BJ’s Pantry, a ministry to 
the homeless of OKC

When: 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. Friday-Sunday 
(during the week by appt.)

Where: 819 N.W. 4

Needs: Dry goods, toiletries, 
sack lunches, monetary and in-kind 

donations (www.srbjpantry.com/give). 

Volunteer: To volunteer to serve 
as an individual or with a group, 

contact Sr. Barbara Joseph Foley at 
(405) 837-7068.



By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

 To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

 The Fall General Assem-
bly of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops will be live 
streamed on Nov. 14-16 at 
www.usccb.org/about/lead-
ership/usccb-general-as-
sembly/index.cfm.  

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Mercy and the four last things
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Nov. 13-27, 2016

Nov. 11-17 – U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops General Assembly, Baltimore, Md.

Nov. 18 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., Sacred Heart, OKC

Nov. 18- Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc. board meeting, 1 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center

Nov. 19 – Mass and celebration for Feast of Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, 10 a.m., St. Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC

Nov. 20 – Mass and closure of Holy Doors for Jubilee Year of Mercy; 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady 

 of Perpetual Help, OKC

Nov. 21 – Mass of Ordination of Bishop Robert M. Coerver, 2 p.m., Christ the King Cathedral, Lubbock, Texas

Nov. 23 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC

We are drawing near the end of the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy. Divine mercy offers the best context for med-
itating on what the Church calls the four last things: 
death, judgment, heaven and hell. 

During the month of November, the Church’s lit-
urgy and popular devotion turn our attention to these 
matters of ultimate concern. This is no morbid fasci-
nation, but a sober reminder of the transitory nature 
of this world and a bold summons to Christian hope. 
We began the month celebrating the saints in glory on 
All Saints Day. On Nov. 2, we observed the Commemo-
ration of All the Faithful Departed (All Souls Day), and 
later in the month, on the last Sunday of the liturgical 
year, we celebrate the triumphant Solemnity of Christ 
the King.

Though we may not like to think about the four last 
things, they are inescapable for each of us. They re-
mind us of the eternal destiny that God has prepared 
for us in Jesus Christ and the eternal consequences 
of turning our back on God’s love. Saint John of the 
Cross wrote, “In the evening of our life, we shall be 
judged on our love.” Perfect love will make possible our 
immediate entrance into heaven. Imperfect love will re-
quire further purifi cation. A total lack of love will mean 
eternal separation from God. 

God has made us for heaven, where we will discover 
the perfect fulfi llment of all human longing in supreme 
and eternal happiness. We cannot even begin to imag-
ine the joy God has prepared for us in heaven. The 
bible uses images such as a wedding banquet and the 
Father’s house to inspire a glimpse of the happiness of 
heaven. We know that we will enjoy 
perfect communion in love with 
the most Holy Trinity and all of the 
angels and saints. In order to reveal 
the Father’s mercy, Jesus Christ 
has opened the gates of heaven for 
us by accepting death for our sins 
and by his Resurrection from the 
dead.

At the other end of the spectrum 
is the frightful rejection of mercy, 
which is hell. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church teaches that “The 
chief punishment of hell is eternal 
separation from God” (CCC 1035), 
who alone is our supreme and ul-
timate fulfi llment. In choosing to persist in sin, those 
who are condemned to hell have freely rejected God’s 
love and his call to repentance. “God predestines no 
one to go to hell” (CCC 1037). He desires only our hap-
piness. But, he will not and cannot violate our freedom 
and force us to accept his mercy and to love him. In 
that sense, hell is of our own making and choosing. 

Those who die in the state of friendship with God, 
but who are not fully perfected in love, are assured of 
salvation, but they must fi rst undergo further purifi -
cation of the effects of their sins. Only those who are 

perfected in love and 
holiness are able to bear 
the weight of glory and 
enter into the presence 
of the Most Holy Trinity. 
This process of purifi ca-
tion after death is called 
purgatory. “The Church 
gives the name Purgatory 
to the fi nal purifi cation of 
the elect, which is entirely different from the punish-
ment of the damned” (CCC 1031). 

We really do not know precisely what purgatory is. 
It is often described in terms of a purifying fi re. The 
image of fi re helps us recognize that perfect love is 
achieved only through a painful stripping away of the 
remnants of self-centeredness that cling to us and 
keep us from loving freely and totally. 

In the Communion of Saints, we are united with 
fellow believers on earth, with the suffering souls in 
purgatory as well as the blessed in heaven. In this 
wonderful communion of life and love, we are able to 
assist and be assisted by the prayers and good works 
of one another. 

The Church is always mindful of the duty to assist 
those in purgatory, especially through the celebration 
of the Eucharist. We remember the faithful departed 
in every Mass. But, we also have the opportunity to 
request that Masses be offered for the deceased, espe-
cially for our deceased loved ones.

As an expression of the mystery of the Communion 
of Saints, the Church also allows 
us to obtain indulgences and apply 
them in charity toward the souls in 
purgatory. Though it is our Chris-
tian duty always to be mindful of 
the faithful departed, the month of 
November is an opportune time. On 
All Souls Day, we come to the aid 
our deceased brothers and sisters 
by special remembrances at Mass 
as well as by other local customs.

In many cultures, it is the day set 
aside for the praiseworthy practice 
of visiting the graves of deceased 
family members. By visiting these 
places we honor the dead, and by 

our prayers we assist them as they await the fulfi ll-
ment of their hope, which is the resurrection of the 
body and life everlasting. 

Even though we are approaching the end of this 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, we know that God’s mercy 
endures forever. Our role is to respond to God’s gift of 
mercy and become channels of his mercy for others, 
including the faithful departed. May the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God rest in 
peace. Amen. 
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Heavenly Father, you 
have blessed your Church 
with the life of Stanley 
Rother, priest, missionary 
and martyr. Through his 
prayer, his preaching, his 
presence and his pastoral 
love, you revealed your 
love and your presence 
with us as shepherd.

 
If it be your will, may he 

be proclaimed by the uni-
versal church as martyr 
and saint, living now in 
your presence and inter-
ceding for us all. We ask 
this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.
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During the middle of the sea-
son, a very bumpy airplane ride in 
severe turbulence scared the 1966 
Notre Dame Football team on their 
way to Oklahoma. Included on the 
fl ight was an unknown back-up 
quarterback, 20-year-old Coley 
O’Brien.

The turbulence triggered some-
thing in O’Brien, and during the 
evening in his hotel room in Nor-
man, something happened that 
would change the next 50 years of 
his life. 

“I probably did the worst thing. 
I was extremely thirsty and kept 
drinking soda. I kept my room-
mate up all night.” 

After the game, team doctors 
began testing O’Brien and diag-
nosed him with Type 1 diabetes. 
During the next few weeks, doc-
tors worked to get it under control, 

leading up the “Game of Century” 
on Nov 19, 1966. It was Notre 
Dame vs. Michigan State for the 
eventual national championship. 
Notre Dame’s starting quarter-
back was badly injured early in 
the game and despite not having 
played since the diagnosis, O’Brien 
was called to help bring the team 
back from a 10-0 defi cit.

O’Brien, now an attorney, re-
cently retired as a consultant to 
the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security and remains strong in his 
Catholic faith. He has three grown 
children and is celebrating the 
arrival of his fi rst grandchild.  

O’Brien ended up inspiring many 
young men who had diabetes to 
play sports.

One such young man was Steve 
Wasserman. Doctors found he also 
had diabetes and they forbade him 

to play sports. 
“If Coley O’Brien 

can do it,” he 
said. “I can do it.” 

Every time he 
was named all 
conference, the 

Diabetes treated through faith, diet, 
exercise, survivors say

Information on diabetes care 
& prevention

American Diabetes Association
4334 Northwest Expressway, 

No. 265
(405) 840-3881

www.diabetes.org

papers talked about his diabetes, 
how he carried sugar in his hel-
met and how his hero was Coley 
O’Brien. Colleges gave scholar-
ships to lesser players on the 
team, but no offers to Wasserman. 
He went to work as a bank teller 
out of high school, using the same 
tenacity he had on the football 
fi eld to work his way up to bank 
president and CEO of a number of 
banks.

O’Brien and Wasserman both 
marvel at the improvements in dia-
betes care over the past 50 years.

Nearly 25 percent of all senior 
citizens in the United State have 

diabetes. Fourteen percent of the 
population in Oklahoma has dia-
betes and the statistics are grow-
ing.

Both gentlemen are in agree-
ment that their Catholic faith is 
very important as well as diet and 
exercise.

They also want to emphasize 
that, “For people who are not 
diabetic, or are pre-diabetic, it is 
important to get regular check-
ups and to keep a close watch for 
symptoms of diabetes.”

Charles Albert is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Eusebius J. Beltran Burse
$50, Nancy and Dan Housh;
$100, Joseph Phillips family of Clinton;
$100, Sacred Heart Church, OKC;
$200, Knights of Columbus Assembly #848, 
     OKC;
$200, St. Thomas More University Parish, 
     Norman;
$200, St. Joseph Church, Norman
$250, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Hollis;
$250, St. James the Greater Church, OKC;
$300, Vietnamese community, The Cathedral 
     of Our Lady of Perpetual Help;
$500, St. Andrew Dung-Lac Church, OKC;
$1,000, the Diocese of Tulsa;
$1,000, Assumption Church, Duncan.

Father Kirk Larkin Burse
$100, anonymous donor.

Father Stanley Rother Burse
$200, The Stephen Ministry, Stillwater.

Seminarian Education Burse
In loving memory of Rev. Lowell Stieferman:
$20, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Frary;
$20, Mr. and Mrs. Mike McCormick;
$25, Mr. and Mrs. Brent Bolay;
$25, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Deneen;
$25, Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Poppe;
$30, Mr. Richard H. Luetkemeyer;
$30, Mr. and Mrs. James E. Donahue;
$50, Mr. Curtis Vap;
$50, Mr. and Mrs. Leo Wagoner;
$100, Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Lusch;
$100, Karen Hasenbeck;
$100, Mr. and Mrs. Rick Jones and family;
$250, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Baumann;
$500, Mr. and Mrs. Paul B. Meyer.



“How often do we go through our 
day, looking for comfort?” our pas-
tor asked in a months-ago homily. 
The question has stuck with me 
ever since, for it is every day that I 
seek comfort, whether it be physi-
cal, emotional or spiritual. 

Every morning upon waking, I 
think fi rst of getting a little more 
sleep, a soft sweater, hot coffee, 
and a warm, nutty bowl of oat-
meal. Often, I continue on in this 
manner, seeking comfort and ease 
in all my efforts – and consoling 
myself with distraction when 
things inevitably don’t go as 
planned, whether it is a traffi c 
jam, a project that is taking 
longer than anticipated, or a 
baby who wakes up too early. 

Reading of the lives of the 
holy men and women who 
have gone before us in faith 
jars me out of my compla-
cency. Two recent entries in 
“Butler’s Lives of the Saints” 
particularly struck me. In 
each, a woman who loved 
the martyred man in ques-
tion demonstrated a greater 
love for holiness. Blessed 
John Bodey was executed on 
grounds of treason for openly 
practicing the old religion and 
refusing to recognize Queen 
Elizabeth as head of the 
church, despite the fact that 
he acknowledged her as the 
true civil authority. 

After his gruesome death, 
his mother hosted a dinner party 
for the glory of his martyrdom. In 
the midst of her grief at the suf-
fering and death of her son, this 
honorable woman understood that 
her son’s soul – not his comfort or 
even his earthly life – was the most 
important thing. She appreciated 
that his fi delity to the Catholic 
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A Millennial Journey in Faith 

Embracing the joy of life’s struggles
Church was more important than 
life itself.

The wife of another martyr dur-
ing the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
the Welsh Saint Richard Gwyn, 
showed a similar clarity of judg-
ment. Gwyn, the fi rst Welsh mar-
tyr under Elizabeth’s reign, was 
a schoolmaster and father of six. 
For a time, he embraced the “new 
religion,” under immense social 
and legal pressure. He understood 
the desire for comfort and ease, 
but his love for the true faith won 

out. He repented and returned to 
the Church. He was repeatedly ar-
rested for his adherence to Roman 
authority; his arrests led to fi nes, 
time in the stocks, and even tor-
ture to reveal the names of other 
local Catholics. 

According to “Butler’s Lives 
of the Saints,” on false witness 

obtained by bribery, he was con-
demned for refusing to recognize 
the royal supremacy, although 
he recognized Elizabeth as his 
lawful queen, and for reconciling 
someone to the Catholic faith. The 

authorities brought his wife to 
the trial to warn her not to fol-
low his example, but, instead, 
she offered to die with him – 
and quipped that with a little 
more money, evidence could 
be found against her. 

She recognized her duty, 
both to her husband and to 
the Church, and gave him 
courage as he prepared for his 
death. She, like Blessed John 
Bodey’s mother, saw clearly 
that his soul was more impor-
tant than his life.

In an age where many 
industries exist for the sole 
purpose of catering to our de-
sires for convenience, comfort 
and distraction, the lives of 
these holy men and women 
offer a profoundly counter-
cultural example. They show 
us a different path, where the 
duty and suffering imposed by 

the circumstances of the day are 
joyfully embraced. 

This path is open to all of us, 
even when our duties and suffer-
ings are much smaller than those 
of the martyrs. We, like them, can 
welcome these discomforts and 
affl ictions out of love for God and 
care for our own souls.

Anamaría 
Scaperlanda 

Biddick
For the Sooner 

Catholic

The Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development (CCHD) is 
dedicated to breaking the cycle 
of poverty by funding community 
programs that encourage in-
dependence. 

For more than 46 million 
Americans, there is a thin line 
between eviction and home, 
between hunger and health, 
between unemployment and 
work, between anxiety and 
stability. Together, we can 
make a difference in fami-
lies and communities across the 
United States. 

CCHD was established in 1969 
to empower groups of poor and 
low-income people to address the 
root causes of poverty in their 
community. This year’s annual 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development: 
Breaking the cycle of poverty

Annual collection Nov. 19 and 20 in local parishes

collection will be held on Nov. 19 
and 20 in local parishes. 

Contributions support grants 
that include engaging low-in-

come families in their children’s 
religious education, vocational 
development program for adults 
with developmental disabilities, 
supporting women in crisis preg-
nancies, a program to educate 
and engage students to participate 

in the Corporal Works of Mercy, 
tuition assistance for incarnated 
women attending school, English 
as a second language class and 

a discipleship program for 
students. 

Parishes, Catholic schools, 
Carmelite Sisters of Saint 
Therese, the Center of Family 
Love and Mabel Bassett Cor-
rectional Center were sup-
ported through CCHD local 
grants. Twenty-fi ve percent of 
the proceeds from each CCHD 

collection stay in the diocese to 
fi ght poverty at the local level.

Prayerfully consider supporting 
to the collection. For more infor-
mation, contact Becky VanPool at 
(405) 523-3000, Ext. 245.
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More than 120 cards were made 
by children at St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church in their religious 
education classes. The cards were 
given to residents at St. Ann Nursing 
Home. Pictured are Elizabeth 
Wheeler, Jack and Delores Wheeler, 
the classroom teachers, Sr. Elizabeth 
Koberstien, and Geraldine Wade.

Mother Angelica: The last chapter

Who doesn’t know 
Mother Angelica, that 
captivating nun, the 
founder and feature 
of the Eternal Word 
Television Network 

(EWTN)? She has been described as feisty, 
wisecracking, irascible, determined, and in-
domitable, and yet she was also a cloistered 
nun in full habit with a radiant smile and a 
deep, deep devotion to the Eucharistic Christ.

In his latest book on Mother Angelica titled, 
“Mother Angelica: Her Grand Silence,” Ray-
mond Arroyo describes a Mother Angelica 
not so well-known by the general public. He 
writes about her confi nement in the last years 
of her life to a cell at Our Lady of the Angels 
Monastery in Hanceville, Ala. Bedridden in 
2001 after a stroke nearly killed her and left 
her unable to walk or speak, Mother Angelica 
continued to be the inspiration of the media 
network she had founded in 1981.

Arroyo’s earlier work, “Mother Angelica: The 
Remarkable Story of a Nun, Her Nerve, and a 
Network of Miracles” (2005), was a New York 
Times bestseller, and he has written several 
other books highlighting her spirituality, les-
sons, prayers and personal devotions.

Mother Angelica, born Rita Rizzo in Canton, 
Ohio, in 1923, never had an easy life. Aban-
doned by her father and raised by her di-
vorced mother, Rita began working for a living 
at a very early age. Like so many who lived 
through the Great Depression, she learned to 
be hard working, self- sacrifi cing and single 
minded. These qualities stood her in good 
stead when, as a contemplative member of 
the Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration, she 
founded a media network with a few hundred 
dollars and a studio in a garage.

Today, EWTN is seen in 250 million homes 
in 140 countries and territories. There is also 
a radio network, a publishing company and, 

in 2011, EWTN purchased The Na-
tional Catholic Register, one of the 
country’s most prominent newspa-
pers. 

Arroyo refers to some of this 
background in “Grand Silence,” 
but he is mostly writing about the 
suffering she endured after her 
stroke, how she would “struggle 
for her soul, fi ght for her religious 
community, see the fulfi llment of 
her last mission, and radically 
transform the lives of people she 
had never known.”

As far back as the 1990s, 
Mother Angelica foresaw that 
her sisters would go on to 
found other houses, other orders. Some of her 
nuns recall her telling them, “Prepare, sis-
ters, the Lord will scatter you like rose petals 
across the land.”

In her last years, Mother Angelica saw her 
sisters depart to establish foundations else-
where in the United States and to redeem 
monasteries as far away as Troyes, France 
and Fukuoka, Japan.  Arroyo calls it her 
“Foundation Fever.”

She actually made the trip to Japan – 
“strapped … to a metal chair and hoisted into 
[a benefactor’s] private jet.”

Also at this time, dissension plagued the 
monastery she had founded. “On the 65th an-
niversary of her religious life,” Mother greeted 
“two visitors sent by Rome to investigate” Our 
Lady of the Angels.

In the end, “A Benedictine nun from Vir-
ginia Dale, Colo., Sister Genevieve Glen, be-
came the new superior of Our Lady of the An-
gels Monastery in November of 2009,” writes 
Arroyo. Some of the original members of the 
community left; others were asked to leave.

Ironically, it was at this same time (2009) 
that Mother was honored with the “Pro Eccle-

sia et Pontifi ce” award 
by Pope Benedict. Arroyo 
explains that it is “the 
highest honor the pope 
can bestow on a religious 
or layman.” The Holy See 
also appointed her Abbess 
Emeritus for Life of Our 
Lady of the Angels Monas-
tery.

Arroyo titles Ch. 2 “The 
White Martyrdom of Mother 
Angelica.” Here he tells how 
“throughout early 2005, An-
gelica was rarely able to leave 
her room and was in excruci-
ating pain.” She had suffered 
a fractured tailbone on her trip 

to Japan, and later a broken hip, the result of 
the heavy doses of steroids she was given to 
treat her asthma. 

“Mother’s diminished physical state did 
nothing to decrease her intimacy with the 
Lord,” Arroyo writes. “While our society has 
a tendency to ignore or diminish the value of 
the infi rm and the frail elderly,” the last years 
“can be the most effi cacious part of a life.”

Arroyo’s book includes many beautiful 
stories of people whose lives were touched, 
even transformed, by Mother Angelica’s work. 
People wrote to say how they had found their 
faith, been delivered from addiction, realized 
a purpose in living.

In all her fi nal suffering, Mother Angelica 
“accepted the indignities, the embarrass-
ments and the weakness of her condition as 
part of God’s plan – His will for her.” Arroyo 
writes that “hers was a life of tribulation and 
pain offered to God for his might purpose.”

Mother Angelica died on Easter Sunday this 
year, completing the last chapter of a life ded-
icated to doing God’s will – a mighty lesson 
for all.

By J.E. Helm
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Archbishop Coakley celebrated milestone anniversaries with couples during 
a special Mass on Oct. 23 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 
Oklahoma City. Left, Miguel and Rosa Leyva celebrated their 50th anniversary 
along with their daughter, Rosalinda Malagon and her husband Gonzalo, who 
celebrated 25 years. Above, Archbishop Coakley with Connie and Jesse Arevalos, 
who celebrated 68 years. 
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“Caring for the 
bodies of the 

deceased, the Church 
confirms its faith in 
the resurrection and 
separates itself from 
attitudes and rites 

that see in death the 
definitive obliteration 
of the person, a stage 
in the process of re-
incarnation or the 

fusion of one’s soul 
with the universe,”

Sooner Catholic

VATICAN CITY – Professing belief 
in the resurrection of the dead and 
affirming that the human body 
is an essential part of a person’s 
identity, the Catholic Church 
insists that the bodies of the de-
ceased be treated with respect and 
laid to rest in a consecrated place.

While the Catholic Church 
continues to prefer burial in the 

ground, it accepts cremation as an 
option, but forbids the scattering 
of ashes and the growing prac-
tice of keeping cremated remains 
at home, said Cardinal Gerhard 
Muller, prefect of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith.

“Caring for the bodies of the 
deceased, the Church confirms its 
faith in the resurrection and sepa-
rates itself from attitudes and rites 
that see in death the definitive 
obliteration of the person, a stage 
in the process of reincarnation or 
the fusion of one’s soul with the 
universe,” the cardinal told report-
ers Oct. 25.

In 1963, the congregation issued 
an instruction permitting crema-
tion as long as it was not done as 
a sign of denial of the basic Chris-
tian belief in the resurrection of 
the dead. The permission was in-
corporated into the Code of Canon 
Law in 1983 and the Code of 
Canons of the Eastern Churches 
in 1990.

However, Cardinal Muller said, 
church law had not specified 
exactly what should be done with 
“cremains,” and several bishops’ 
conferences asked the congrega-
tion to provide guidance.

The result, approved by Pope 
Francis after consultation with 
other Vatican offices and with 
bishops’ conferences and the 
Eastern churches’ synods of 
bishops, is “Ad resurgendum cum 
Christo” (“To Rise with Christ”), an 
instruction “regarding the burial 
of the deceased and the conser-
vation of the ashes in the case of 
cremation.”

Presenting the instruction, 
Cardinal Muller said, “shortly, in 
many countries, cremation will 
be considered the ordinary way” 
to deal with the dead, including      

for Catholics.
Cremation, in and of itself, does 

not constitute a denial of belief 
in the immortality of the soul 
and the resurrection of the body, 
the instruction says. Nor does it 
“prevent God, in his omnipotence, 
from raising up the deceased body 
to new life.”

However, the Catholic Church 

wholeheartedly recommends 
continuing the “pious practice of 
burying the dead,” Cardinal Muller 
said. It is considered one of the 
corporal works of mercy and, mir-
roring the burial of Christ, it more 
clearly expresses hope in the res-
urrection when the person’s body 
and soul will be reunited.

In addition, he said, when a per-
son is buried in the ground – and, 
at least to some extent – when the 
urn of the person’s ashes is placed 
in a columbarium or tomb, the 
final resting place is marked with 
the person’s name, the same name 
with which the person was bap-
tized and by which the person is 
called by God.

“Belief in the resurrection of the 
flesh is fundamental,” he said. “A 
human cadaver is not trash” and 
an anonymous burial or scattering 
of ashes “is not compatible with 
the Christian faith. The name, the 
person, the concrete identity of the 
person” is important because God 
created each individual and calls 
each individual to himself.

In fact, when asked if there was 
any way to rectify the situation 
when a person’s ashes already had 
been scattered, Cardinal Muller 
suggested making a memorial in a 
church or other appropriate place 
and including the name of the 
deceased.

What is more, he said, labeling 
an urn or tomb in a public place is 
an expression of belief in the “com-
munion of saints,” the unending 
unity in Christ of all the baptized, 
living and dead.

“Other believers have a right 
to pray at the tomb” and to re-
member deceased members of the 
Catholic Church on the feast of All 
Saints and All Souls.

Keeping ashes at home on the 

Final resting place: Vatican releases instruction 
on burial, cremation

By Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service

mantel, he said, is 
a sign not only of 
love and grief, but 
also of not under-
standing how the 
loved one belonged 
to the entire com-
munity of faith and 
not just to his or 
her closest rela-
tives.

“Only in grave 
and exceptional 
cases,” the instruc-
tion says, local 
bishops may give 
permission for 
ashes to be kept 
in a private home. 
Cardinal Muller said it was not up 
to him, but to local and national 
bishops’ conferences to determine 
what those “grave and exceptional” 
circumstances might be.

Placing the ashes in a sacred 
place also “prevents the faithful 
departed from being forgotten or 
their remains from being shown 
a lack of respect,” which is more 
likely to happen as time goes on 
and the people closest to the de-
ceased also pass way, the instruc-
tion said.

Asked specifically about the 
growing trend in his native Ger-
many of “forest burials,” where 
people pay to have their ashes in 

urns interred at 
the base of a tree 
in a designated for-
est burial ground, 
Cardinal Muller 
said the German 
bishops were not 
thrilled with the 
idea, but accepted 
it with the proviso 
that the tree be 
marked with the 
name of the person 
buried at its base.

In the United 
States and other 
countries, a grow-
ing number of 
Catholic cemeter-

ies set aside sections for “green 
burials” for bodies that have not 
been embalmed and are placed in 
simple wooden caskets that even-
tually will biodegrade along with 
the body.

“We believe in the resurrection 
of the body and this must be the 
principle of our understanding 
and practice,” Cardinal Muller told 
Catholic News Service, noting that 
there is a difference between al-
lowing for the natural decay of the 
body while protecting the environ-
ment and seeing the body of the 
deceased primarily as fertilizer for 
plants and trees.
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The Catholic Difference

The end of an era, the internment of an event

Sooner Catholic

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Alfred Emmanuel Smith (1873-
1944) served as governor of New 
York for four terms, and earned 
the gratitude of all civilized people 
by opposing prohibition when that 
disastrous experiment in social 
engineering was, weirdly, at the 
center of our national politics. In 
1928, Al Smith was the democratic 
candidate for the presidency and 
took a bludgeoning from Her-
bert Hoover, virulent anti-Ca-
tholicism helping to defeat the 
“Happy Warrior.” 

Shortly after his death, the 
Alfred E. Smith Memorial 
Foundation was created to 
support children in need. And, 
this year, as in the past, the 
two major-party candidates for 
president were on the dais at 
the Al Smith Memorial Din-
ner, the foundation’s principal 
fundraiser, where they were 
to show, in the words of the 
invitation, “light humor and 
political savvy.”

No one doubts that raising 
funds for New York’s poorest 
children is a worthy cause, 
although the amount raised an-
nually at the dinner is smaller 
than many would expect. Still, the 
question posed by the Al Smith 
Dinner, at least in recent decades, 
bears serious reflection: What is 
this white-tie extravaganza at the 
Waldrof Astoria saying about the 
Catholic Church in the United 
States, and particularly in Ameri-
ca’s greatest city?

It’s hard to avoid the impression 

that the Al Smith Dinner has been, 
and still is, a public ritual of tribal 
Catholicism: We’re here; we’ve 
made it; see, we can deliver the 
two most important people in the 
country, a few weeks before the 
election. That statement of Cath-
olic pride (which not infrequently 
risks lurching into hubris) may 
have had its place at a previous 

moment in U.S. Catholic history. 
But, today it strikes me as moth-
eaten, even somewhat sad.  

It’s also rather out-of-touch with 
the grand strategy of 21st-century 
Catholicism, which is the New 
Evangelization – the intentional of-
fer of friendship with Jesus Christ 
and incorporation into the com-
pany of his friends, the Church. 
By contrast, the Al Smith Dinner 
seems based on the premise that 

the old ethnic transmission-belt by 
which the faith was passed on to 
new American generations for cen-
turies still works. But, it doesn’t. 

Then, there’s the problem, every 
four years, of how to square the 
dinner’s proud, tribal Catholicism 
with the fact that one (or in 2016, 
both) of the principal guests ad-
vocate public policies that starkly 

contradict the Church’s settled 
moral teaching, based as it is 
on both reason and revelation. 

Hillary Clinton is the most 
perfervid, indeed fevered, 
supporter of the abortion 
license ever nominated for the 
presidency by a major political 
party, which means that she 
and the Church are at log-
gerheads on the most funda-
mental principle of Catholic 
social doctrine, the inalienable 
dignity of every human person 
at all stages of life and in all 
conditions of life. Her under-
standings of the nature of 
marriage and the dimensions 
of religious freedom also are in 
sharp contrast to those taught 

by the Catholic Church. 
As for Donald Trump, his con-

cept of the dignity of the human 
person seems to end at his own 
mouth, beyond which he spews 
venom at war-heroes, Mexi-
can-Americans, women who have 
displeased him, immigrants, po-
litical foes, and a variety of others 
he deems losers. His “I, alone” 
authoritarianism is just as serious 
a contradiction of Catholic social 

doctrine’s principle of subsidiarity 
as Mrs. Clinton’s Leviathan-state 
progressivism. And, Trump’s 
record on right-to-life issues over 
the years has been, at best, ex-
tremely sketchy, and not infre-
quently off-side. 

Yet, there they were on Oct. 20, 
sharing the dais at the Al Smith 
Dinner, as if their profound differ-
ences with the Catholic Church in 
matters of moral sensibility and 
moral judgment were small beer. 

This is demeaning. And, it’s a 
self-inflicted wound. In a city as 
awash in money as New York, 
there are any number of ways to 
raise needed funds for at-risk kids 
other than this charade of bon-
homie, in which the candidates 
pretend to be witty by reading 
jokes written by others. Once, 
the Al Smith Dinner contributed 
to breaking down anti-Catholic 
prejudices. Now, its tribalism and 
its seeming indifference to grave 
moral issues are an impediment to 
the New Evangelization. 

The Al Smith Dinner has become 
the Al Smith Embarrassment. It’s 
time to give thanks for what it 
once did – and then give it a de-
cent burial. 

Pastoral Ministry Program releases spring schedule

The Pastoral Ministry Program in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
offers theological education and 
formation for ministry in affilia-
tion with Newman University in    
Wichita. 

Theology and ministry courses 
are offered during spring, summer 
and fall semesters for the educa-
tion and formation of persons for 
ministry in the Church. Courses 
may be taken for college credit 
(with the possibility of a bachelor’s 
in pastoral ministry from New-
man University or an archdioce-
san diploma), may be audited for 
personal enrichment or taken for 
non-credit continuing education 
and ongoing formation.

Tuition and costs:                         

Credit: three-hour course, $175 + 
textbooks. Personal enrichment/
audit: $100 + textbooks.
Graduates of our program-Contin-
uing Education (no credit given): 
$80 + textbooks.

Classes may be attended at the 
following locations via videoconfer-
encing. Be sure to check availabil-
ity of the site when registering. 

Catholic Pastoral Center
(main site)
Rms. 14/15 lower level
7501 Northwest Expressway
OKC 73132

Prince of Peace
1500 Falcon Rd.
Altus 73521

St. Mary
115 E Street SW
Ardmore 73401-4735

St. Francis Xavier
110 N. Madison
Enid 73702-3527 

St. Peter 
1220 N. Quinn St.
Guymon 73942-0731

St. Peter
2020 Oklahoma Ave. 
Woodward 73801-4256

St. Mary
1218 Knox Ave.
Clinton 73601-1295

Holy Family
1010 NW 82
Lawton 73505-4103

Spring 2017 core courses:

THEO 3053 SACRAMENTAL 
THEOLOGY (3 credits)

Tuesdays, Jan. 17 – May 2, 7 p.m. 
to 10 p.m.; Peggy Dooley

A consideration of the Church 
community as Sacrament-sign and 
cause-of Christ in the world today. 
Notions to be explored in this class 
include an understanding and 
appreciation of Sacramentality, 
religious ritual and symbol. These 
understandings will provide the 
basis for an in-depth reflection of 
the seven sacramental actions of 
the Church from both a historical 
and contemporary point of view. 
Prerequisites: ordinarily Theology 
of Church and New Testament 

THEO 1013 NEW TESTAMENT 
LITERATURE (3 credits)

Thursdays, Jan. 19 – May 4 , 7 
p.m. to 10 p.m., Sheila Mueller

This course focuses on the lit-
erature, theology and history of 
the New Testament. Students will 
explore questions of authorship 
and critical methods of biblical 
interpretation from within the per-
spective of faith. Jesus’ question, 
addressed to his disciples, “Who 

do you say that I am?” provides 
the theological center of New Tes-
tament studies and the grounding 
for Christology, Ecclesiology, and 
Morality. Prerequisites: none

Elective course: 

THEO 4883 CHURCH HISTORY 
1 (3 credits)

Mondays, Jan. 23 – May 8, 7 p.m. 
to 10 p.m., Bill Gorden

This course is an introduction to 
the movements, life and thought of 
the Church from its beginnings up 
to the period of the Reformation. 
Particular emphasis is placed on 
the interaction of the social and 
cultural context of world history 
with political, intellectual, and 
ecclesial developments. Prerequi-
sites: none

For information or registra-
tion, contact the Pastoral Minis-
try Office, (405) 721-4208, (800) 
721-5651, Ext. 131, cgrimes@
archokc.org or dkoorie@archokc.
org. For program information, 
course schedules and registration 
information go online to http://ar-
chokc.org/office-of-pastoral-minis-
try/home.
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By 6:45 a.m., Sister BJ and her 
volunteers had been on the scene 
cooking for an hour and a half.    

Sister Barbara Joseph founded the 
pantry in March 2006. Since then, 
it has grown to serve more than 
400 men, women and children each 
week. A few of the volunteers have 
been serving with her for almost as 
long as the pantry has been open.

“It has developed into a beautiful 
family atmosphere, which is maybe 
why it works,” Sister BJ said. “We all 
keep that same vision – of creating 
a place of beauty where the dignity 
of the human person is affi rmed – in 
our heads, and we work toward it 
together.”

From 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. every Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday, they’re 
here – pouring hot, stout coffee into 
Styrofoam cups, presenting pastries 
and cookies, or distributing sack 
lunches charmingly decorated by 
local schoolchildren. Once a month, 
they serve a veritable feast of a hot 
breakfast – eggs, sausage, potatoes 

important.”
Many of the clients – Sister BJ 

unfailingly calls them “friends” or, 
sometimes, “our little friends” – 
respond to those greetings in kind. 
Others say little. Everyone receives a 
plate and some go back for seconds. 

“Appreciate her,” one man said. 
“I really appreciate Sister BJ being 
a mediator between us and people 
who want to give and help. I speak 
for every single person here when I 
say we appreciate it.”

Another frequenter, David, said 
he has recovered his Catholic faith 
among the roses at Sister BJ’s and 
has begun to attend Saint Joseph’s 
Old Cathedral as 
well as to pray the 
rosary daily.

“It’s a beautiful, 
tranquil place to 
come,” he said. “I 
like to come here 
and see all the fl ow-
ers. Every now and 
then, you’ll see a 

perfect rose bloom.”
The stories these 

men tell as to how they 
arrived at the pantry 
can be sobering, a re-
minder Sister BJ says 
that “there, but for the 
grace of God, go I.” 

“It could happen to 
anyone, but then it 
takes so much work 
and so much energy to 
get back on your feet,” 
Sister BJ said. “They’re 
all human beings, and 
that’s why we want to 
help all of them. I just 

Sr. BJ’s Pantry for the homeless offers 
human touch

Serving there “takes you out of yourself”

and tortillas, liberally topped with 
peppers, onions, salsa and cheese.

Steve Reeser is one of Sister BJ’s 
veteran workhands. 
He has been involved 
with the pantry for 
eight years.

“I started com-
ing, and I fell in love 
with it,” Reeser said. 
“You start off serving 
people, but, after a 
while, you get into 
a relationship with 
them and you want to 
see how they’re doing, 
and this is just part 
of it. It’s wonderful.”

As soon as the men 
– about 98 percent 
of the people who 
frequent Sister BJ’s 
Pantry are men – 
enter the garden, 
visitors understand what Sister 
BJ means when she says this is “a 
relational ministry.” The volunteers 
know a number of the men and 
women by name – and they greet 
everyone who enters the gate with 
sincerity.

“At Sister BJ’s Pantry, we try to 
be present to the homeless in the 
moment,” Sister BJ said. “That 
personal relationship is most            

try to start small.”
“We’re all made in the image and 

likeness of God; we’re all the same,” 
she said. “The little things that you 
do that bring a smile to their faces 
will melt your heart. The human 
touch is what they need and want 
just like we do. Coming to Sister 
BJ’s Pantry opens your heart to the 
simple needs of others. It takes you 
out of yourself.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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Bishop McGuinness All Girls 
Sports Complex opens

More than 300 guests attended the 
dedication and blessing ceremony of 
the Bishop McGuinness All Girls Sports 
Complex on Nov. 6. 

Work on the two-story, 
12,000-square-foot facility began this 
past winter. The complex sits north of 
the main school building, on the site 
where the Bishop McGuinness priests’ 
house was previously located and di-
rectly south of visitor bleachers in Pribil 
Stadium. 

The building houses more than 250 
female athletes, participating in Cross 
Country, Track, Soccer, Cheer and Pom. 
There is a new concession stand, ticket 
booth and public restrooms for visiting 
guests. The lower level includes the two-
story cheer studio, more than 100 lock-
ers, restrooms, vanities and 24 showers 
for female athletes. 

Above, (l to r) Archbishop Coakley joined hon-
oree Vicki Luetkemeyer Connelly, Judy Love, 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Diane Floyd, 
and BMCHS Principal David Morton to cut the 
ribbon. Below, Cheerleaders perform for the fi rst 
time on the new fl oor. Left, The pom squad per-
forms for fi rst time in the new facility.

The upper level includes a lobby overlooking the Cheer 
studio, a separate Pom Studio that provides an abun-
dance of much needed practice space, coach’s offi ces and 
restrooms. The Pom and Cheer studios were designed to 
replicate the specifi c performance space commonly seen at 
competitions.

The facility is dedicated in honor of Vicki Luetkemeyer 
Connelly, a 1973 Bishop McGuinness graduate. 

Making Sense of Bioethics

The multiple moral problems of surrogacy
Sometimes when there is infertil-

ity in marriage, couples make the 
decision to seek out the services of 
a surrogate to have a child. A sur-
rogate is a woman who agrees to be 
implanted with an embryo produced 
by in vitro fertilization (IVF) and to 
hand over the newborn baby to the 
couple upon completion of the ges-
tation and birth. 

In recent years, gestational sur-
rogacy has become a multi-million 
dollar industry, attracting a broad 
clientele ranging from married cou-
ples to single women, gay couples 
to anyone else with the desire for a 
baby and the ability to fi nance the 
undertaking.

Surrogacy raises grave moral con-
cerns, and powerfully undermines 
the dignity of human procreation, 
particularly when it comes to the 
women and children involved in the 
process.

One of the signifi cant moral con-
cerns around surrogacy is that it in-
troduces fractures into parenthood 
by multiplying parental roles. Surro-

a fi nancial transaction and a cold, 
clinical harnessing of medical tech-
nology.” 

Moreover, women who sign up as 
surrogates often feel deeply con-
fl icted about giving up the baby at 
birth and tearing asunder an impor-

tant nine-month 
connection and 
relationship that 
had been carefully 
developed and 
nurtured.

There can be 
no doubt that the 
hawkers and pro-
moters of surro-
gacy exploit vul-
nerable, fi nancially 
challenged women, 
often in overseas 

settings, to undergo the risks of 
drug-induced artifi cial pregnancy. 
While the proponents of the proce-
dure will often portray these women 
as motivated primarily by a desire to 
help others, surrogates themselves 
will privately note how they do it for 
the money, and in the absence of 
substantial payments, wouldn’t be 
willing to move ahead with the ardu-
ous procedure. 

Alex Kuczynski, describing her 
own experience of engaging a sur-
rogate in a 2008 New York Times 
interview, speaks frankly, “We 
encountered the wink-nod rule: 
Surrogates would never say they 
were motivated to carry a child for 
another couple just for money; they 
were all motivated by altruism. This 
gentle hypocrisy allows surrogacy 
to take place. Without it, both sides 
would have to acknowledge the deep 
cultural revulsion against attaching 
a dollar fi gure to the creation of a 
human life.”

Indeed, surrogacy involves turn-
ing human life into a commodity on 
multiple levels, as Kathleen Sloan 
recently described in testimony 
given to a Minnesota state commis-
sion studying the issue. A seemingly 
unlikely opponent of the procedure, 
Sloan works as a pro-abortion fem-
inist and director of the National 
Organization for Women in Con-
necticut. 

On gestational surrogacy, how-
ever, she agrees with pro-life criti-
cisms, noting how it involves “chil-
dren intentionally severed from 
genetic and biological sources of 

identity, human rights be damned. 
In essence, it is the ultimate mani-
festation of the neoliberal project of 
capitalist commodifi cation of all life 
to create profi t and fulfi ll the narcis-
sistic desires of an entitled elite.”

Those narcissistic desires are 
readily catered to by an IVF indus-
try that generates offspring in the 
laboratory for clients. In this pro-
cess, extra embryonic humans are 
produced, stored and oftentimes 
orphaned in freezers, or even dis-
carded outright by throwing them 
away as “biomedical waste.” In 
fact, the process of IVF, central to 
the practice of surrogacy, generally 
ends up killing more babies than it 
delivers. Coupled with the fact that 
contracting couples can pressure 
the surrogate mother to undergo an 
abortion if the in-utero child ap-
pears to be “imperfect,” or to elim-
inate a twin through “selective re-
duction” in a multiple pregnancy, it 
can hardly be disputed that children 
are pawns in the merciless endgame 
of satisfying parental and customer 
desires and corporate profi t motives.

A woman’s reproductive powers 
and her God-given fecundity should 
never be reduced to the status of a 
“gestator for hire” or a “breeder” as 
they are sometimes called by in-
dustry insiders, nor should women 
be exploited by allowing payment 
for harvesting their eggs. A wom-
an’s procreative powers ought to be 
shared uniquely through marital 
acts with her husband, so that all 
the children born of her are geneti-
cally and otherwise her own. 

All children merit and deserve this 
loving consideration and assurance 
of protection at the point of their 
fragile and sacred beginnings.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doctoral 
work at Harvard. He is a priest of 
the diocese of Fall River, Mass., and 
serves as the director of education 
at The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia. 

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center

gacy coerces children into situations 
where they are subjected to the 
unhealthy stresses of ambiguous or 
split origins, perhaps being con-
ceived from one woman’s egg, ges-
tated by another woman, raised by 
a third, and maybe even dissociated 
from their father by 
anonymous sperm 
donation. 

Such practices 
end up being 
profoundly unfair 
and dehumanizing 
for the children 
caught in the web 
of the process. One 
woman, who was 
herself conceived by 
anonymous sperm 
donation, describes 
her experience this way: “My exis-
tence owed almost nothing to the 
serendipitous nature of normal hu-
man reproduction, where babies are 
the natural progression of mutually 
fulfi lling adult relationships, but 
rather represented a verbal contract, 

St. Mary Catholic School sent up well wishes and prayers to the world with 
balloons as a positive ending of their Red/Orange Week.
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Children’s ministry helpers 
needed

The charismatic prayer meeting, 
which meets every Thursday from 
7 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, is developing a 
children’s ministry. We are looking 
for adults who enjoy helping chil-
dren ages 4 to 9 learn more about 
their Catholic faith. We also need 
someone who can watch children 
ages 2 to 3. A stipend is available. 
Contact Norma Rupel at norma-
pat@cox.net.

Development and marketing 
office assistant

The Center of Family Love is 
looking for an administrative office 
assistant for the Development/
Marketing Department. The Center 
of Family Love provides a home 
for those who live with intellectual 
and physical disabilities, helping 
them to live rich lives, full of pas-
sion and purpose. E-mail resume 
to HR@cflinc.org. 

Catapult Learning teacher
Provides contracted instructional 

services for Sacred Heart and St. 
Charles schools in OKC with the 
necessary educational expertise 
in reading, mathematics, writ-
ing and related areas; diagnoses 
learning skill deficits and delivers 
prescribed instructional delivery 
methods as determined by the 
company; consults with school 
personnel to coordinate efforts 
in providing services to students; 
communicates and conferences 
with parents providing information 
on student progress. Apply online 

Jobs Box
at www.catapultlearning.com and 
click on Careers. Apply to job No. 
2016-4090.

BMCHS cafeteria staff
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking a part-time 
worker for the cafeteria. Contact 
Laura Scott at LScott@bmchs.org, 
(405) 842-6656.

Health care director
St. Gregory’s Abbey is seeking 

full-time director of abbey health 
care. LPN required; RN pre-
ferred. Candidates should have 
experience managing staff mem-
bers in variety of health care set-
tings. Submit letters and resume 
to Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, 
O.S.B., St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 
W. MacArthur, Shawnee 74804 or 
AbbotLawrence@stgregorys.edu.

Birth Choice volunteers needed
Birth Choice is in serious need 

of volunteers who will adminis-
ter pregnancy tests, mentor clients 
and help with clerical work. Con-
tact Barbara at (405) 606-8428. 

SGU admissions office 
coordinator

The office coordinator oversees 
the daily organizational tasks 
of the admissions office and su-
pervises student workers in the 
admissions office. Apply online at 
www.stgregorys.edu/about-us/em-
ployment.

Admissions counselor – Shawnee 
The position handles recruiting/

admissions responsibilities to suc-
cessfully meet the needs of potential 
students to St. Gregory’s University. 

To see more job openings, go 
online to www.soonercatholic.org.

Apply online at www.stgregorys.
edu/about-us/employment.

Admissions counselor – Dallas
The position handles recruiting 

and admissions responsibilities 
needed to successfully meet the 
needs of potential students from 
Texas to St. Gregory’s Univer-
sity. Office will be set as remote 
site/home-based. Bachelor’s degree 
required. Fluency in Spanish pre-
ferred. Apply online at www.stgre-
gorys.edu/about-us/employment.

Principal – Cristo Rey OKC
Cristo Rey Oklahoma City is a 

Catholic High School that educates 
young people of limited economic 
means and all faiths to become 
men and women of faith, purpose 
and service. Candidates must have 
at least three years of experience 
supervising and evaluating faculty 
and staff; demonstrated com-
mitment to Catholic, faith-based 
education; and a master’s degree. 
Fluency in Spanish preferred. 
Application information at www.
archokc.org/jobs-box. 

Maintenance employee
Full-time maintenance employee 

for St. Ann. Full paid medical ben-
efits, dental insurance, competitive 
salary and excellent working condi-
tions. Apply in person with resume 
at St. Ann Retirement Center, 7501 
W. Britton Rd.

PreK teacher - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catho-

lic School in Edmond is accepting 
applications for a full-time PreK 
teacher for the newly-expanded 
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PreK program. Bachelor’s degree 
and state teaching certification in 
early childhood education re-
quired. Send resume, cover letter 
and copy of teaching certificate 
to Laura Gallagher, principal, at 
lgallagher@stjohn-catholic.org or 
to Laura Gallagher, principal, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, 925 S. Bou-
levard, Edmond 73034. Download 
teacher application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet. No phone calls.

School principal - OKC
Christ the King in Oklahoma 

City seeks a principal who will be a 
faith leader as well as an academic 
leader for a large Catholic parish 
school, serving more than 500 
students in grades PreK-3 through 
8. Candidate must be a practicing 
Catholic who has knowledge and 
understanding of the faith. Ap-
plicants should have a minimum 
five years teaching experience, 
preferably at a Catholic school, 
and a master’s degree in education 
field. At least 18 semester hours of 
graduate work should be in admin-
istration, supervision and curricu-
lum development. For application, 
contact (405) 721-4202.

Part-time courtesy driver
Part-time courtesy driver wanted 
for St. Ann. Friendly personality a 
must. Commercial driver’s license 
(CDL) a plus. Apply St. Ann Retire-
ment Center, 7501 W. Britton Rd. 

WASHINTON D.C. – The Su-
preme Court has announced that 
it will hear a case on whether stu-
dents identifying as transgender 
may be required to use restrooms 
according to their biological birth 
sex.

“Schools have a duty to protect 
the privacy and safety of all stu-
dents. That’s a compelling reason 
for the Supreme Court to review 
the Fourth Circuit’s decision in 
this case, especially when other 
courts – including the Fourth Cir-
cuit itself previously – have up-
held that principle,” said Alliance 
Defending Freedom senior counsel 
Gary McCaleb, in response to the 
court’s taking up the case G.G. v. 
Gloucester County School Board.

“In light of the right to bodily 
privacy, federal law should not be 
twisted to require that a male be 
given access to the girls’ facilities, 
or a female to the boys’ facilities,” 
he continued. “The Supreme Court 
should reverse the Fourth Circuit’s 
ruling, which is out of step with 
the law and previous federal court 
precedent.”

Earlier, a U.S. Fourth Circuit 
Court judge had ruled that, in the 
case of student Gavin Grimm, who 
identified as transgender in the 
Gloucester County (Va.) School 

District, the school board 
must allow Grimm access 
to the bathroom of choice.

The case was appealed to 
the Supreme Court, which 
put a temporary stay on the 
ruling in August. Then, on 
Friday, the court agreed to 
hear the case. It may serve 
as a landmark case for how 
other similar situations 
around the country are 
resolved in the courts.

According to court docu-
ments, Grimm was born a 
girl, but received hormone therapy 
and a legal name change. Grimm’s 
mother told school officials that 
Grimm was “a transgender boy.”

Grimm was initially allowed 
access to the boys’ bathroom at 
school, but then “the board began 
receiving complaints from parents 
and students who regarded G.G.’s 
presence in the boys’ room as an 
invasion of student privacy,” the 
petition to the Court seeking re-
view of the case stated.

“Parents also expressed general 
concerns that allowing students 
into restrooms and locker rooms 
of the opposite biological sex could 
enable voyeurism or sexual as-
sault,” the statement continued.

The board, “to provide a safe 

learning environment for all stu-
dents and to protect the privacy 
of all students,” then restricted 
access to bathrooms based on a 
student’s sex at birth. Students 
identifying as a different gender 
would use a separate unisex bath-
room.

According to lawyers, Grimm 
refused to use a private bathroom 
because doing so would “make 
him feel even more stigmatized. 
… Being required to use separate 
restrooms sets him apart from his 
peers, and serves as a daily re-
minder that the school views him 
as ‘different.’”

The case went to court, and, 
in April, the U.S. Fourth Circuit 
Court ruled that Grimm should be 

By Matt Hadro
Catholic News Agency/EWTN

Supreme Court to hear school’s transgender bathroom case

allowed access to the boys’ 
bathroom. It cited the U.S. 
Department of Education’s 
Office for Civil Rights state-
ment that “a school gener-
ally must treat transgender 
students consistent with 
their gender identity.”

The petition to the Court 
noted that Title IX of the 
Civil Rights Act, which 
bans discrimination on ba-
sis of sex, allows for “sep-
arate toilet, locker rooms 
and shower facilities on the 

basis of sex” so long as the facili-
ties are “comparable.”

However, it added, “a Depart-
ment of Education official opined 
in an unpublished letter that Title 
IX’s prohibition of ‘sex’ discrimi-
nation ‘include[s] gender identity,’ 
and that a funding recipient pro-
viding sex-separated facilities un-
der the regulation ‘must generally 
treat transgender students consis-
tent with their gender identity.’”

Thus, the case will hinge on 
whether the Court allows for this 
interpretation of Title IX – one that 
includes “gender identity” under 
protections against “sex discrim-
ination” – to be correct and carry 
the “force of law.”
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I thank God for welcoming communities!
Incredible what happens when people love one another

Thanksgiving Day is right 
around the corner, and while 
I have many blessings to give 
thanks for in my personal life 
there also is one special blessing 
I wish to give thanks for from the 
perspective of my ministry in the 
archdiocese. The impact is still lin-
gering deep within me. The living 
memory of welcoming still brings 
me joy. I saw love. 

This past September, I received a 
call from the pastor at Holy Name 
Catholic Church in Chickasha. 
Fr. Prasad wanted me to visit 
one of the parish’s missions. 
The invitation was for Saint 
Peter’s Catholic Church in 
Lindsay. The claim was that 
it was a culturally blended 
community going through a 
transition and he was very 
interested in any pastoral rec-
ommendations I could offer. I 
immediately said “yes.” 

As that Sunday was com-
ing close, I began to brush 
up on my readings of various 
documents from the USCCB on 
multiculturalism and writings on 
model parishes across the USA. I 
was getting ready to offer as many 
helpful suggestions as I could. 

This is a fascinating subject 
for me! As a native New Yorker, 
growing up on the lower Eastside 
of Manhattan, I was surrounded 
by many national parishes in the 
60s and multiculturalism was an 
integral part of my Catholic reality. 
My home parish back then was 

By Pedro A. Moreno, O.P. 
Director, Office of Hispanic Ministry

Our Lady of Sorrows, which was 
an Irish parish. (I am probably one 
of a few Hispanics that can speak 
with a slight Irish brogue, after 
some Guinness.) 

As that Sunday came around, 
I began to wonder what could be 
happening at the parish dedicated 
to my namesake. Is it prejudice, 
discrimination or racism? Could 
it be some ungrateful Hispanics 
trying to impose themselves? What 
could be going on in Lindsay? I left 
early after visiting the Hispanic 

community at Saint Joseph in 
Norman.

This was my first trip to Lindsay. 
Even though my GPS said I was 
only five minutes away all I could 
see was a vast rural space with 
no homes or buildings anywhere 
around, but miracles do happen. 
Five minutes later, I was in the 
middle of the small rural commu-
nity and parked right in front of 
Saint Peter.

The grass was being cut and the 

cantor was inside practicing some 
Gregorian Chant. I was so early, 
I drove around town and had a 
small snack before Mass. Lind-
say is a beautiful small town. I 
wouldn’t mind living there. 

Before Mass began, the CCD 
teachers began arriving and were 
meeting with the de facto DRE/
cantor. Then, the children arrived. 
The students are all Hispanic and 
the program is bilingual, maybe 
leaning toward the Spanish.

While the students were in class, 
the cantor and de facto choir 
director/organist, neither of 
whom spoke Spanish, were 
practicing the responsorial 
Psalm in Spanish. It was 
great! A few minutes later 
the organist asked me why 
the Psalm referred to God as 
making sauce out of the poor. 
(The actual translation is that 
the Lord raises up the poor 
but one can understand the 
confusion between “en salsa a 
los pobres” and “ensalza a los 

pobres.”)
The Mass was in both Spanish 

and English. It is the only Mass 
in Lindsay. The community has 
gone from having almost no His-
panics, seven to 10 years ago, to 
a community that is now about 
80 percent Hispanic. Then, after 
a few words from Father Prasad, 
the reflection that Sunday was 
great, centered on that Sunday’s 
scripture readings, celebrating the 
Christ centered unity among all 

those present and done in Spanish 
and English. 

At Communion, when I ap-
proached to receive the Eucha-
rist, the Oklahoman Communion 
Minister spoke to me in Spanish! 
Sangre de Cristo!!! That was wel-
coming!!! 

The potluck dinner after Mass 
continued to manifest the welcom-
ing, the older members of the com-
munity were giving to the newly 
arrived Hispanics. The food was 
great, the love and fraternity was 
great. The way they all got along 
was great. I spoke with so many. 
The Hispanics all said how they 
felt so welcomed at Saint Peter.

As I prepared to leave and said 
my goodbyes, some of the Anglo 
leaders approached me with one 
question, “What more can we do?” 
I smiled, and responded with joy 
in my heart, “Nothing, not one 
single thing. You love one another, 
you are welcoming, you share the 
space and you gather together to 
share Christ. This is a model com-
munity of faith. (Doing what all the 
scholarly books recommended.) 
I also received a portrait of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe as a gift for 
having visited them. 

This Thanksgiving, as we join as 
family to give thanks to God for 
so many blessings, and rush to 
raise our blood sugar levels, I will 
give thanks for the many blessings 
in Hispanic Ministry. I will give 
thanks for the love at Saint Peter 
in Lindsay, Oklahoma.

Prayer Day for the Retired 
“Living In Community”

Wednesday, Nov. 16
Catholic Pastoral Center, Room 14/15

Presenter: Dr. Harry Kocurek

Registration (coffee/donuts) 9:30 a.m.; 
Session 1, 10 a.m.; 

Mass, lunch (OKC Attendees), 11:30 a.m.; 
adoration, 1 p.m.; Session 2, 2 p.m. 

Cost: $7, includes lunch 
(OKC Attendees)

Attendance at the morning and afternoon 
sessions are offered via videoconferencing. 
Sites are Altus, Prince of Peace; Ardmore, 

St. Mary; Clinton, St. Mary; Enid, 
St. Francis Xavier; Guymon, 

St. Peter; Lawton, 
Holy Family; Woodward, St. Peter. 

Register by calling (405) 721-5651, Ext. 
158. To register for a remote location, 

call (800) 721-5651, Ext. 131. 
Not all locations are able to host every 
program so call to confirm attendance. 

Owen Barry puts a pie in his principal’s 
face as his sister, Alex, and others cheer 
him on to raise money for the school.

Kaden Tyler, a kindergarten student at 
St. Philip Neri, hears his named called 
as costume contest winner.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Misericordia y las cuatro últimas cosas
Nos acercamos al final del Año Jubilar de la 

Misericordia. La misericordia divina ofrece el 
mejor contexto para meditar en lo que la Iglesia 
llama las Cuatro Últimas Cosas: muerte, juicio, 
cielo y el infierno. Durante el mes de noviem-
bre, la liturgia y la devoción popular de la Igle-
sia centran nuestra atención en estos asuntos 
de máxima preocupación. Esto no es una fas-
cinación mórbida, sino un sobrio recuerdo de 
la naturaleza transitoria de este mundo y una 
llamada audaz a la esperanza cristiana. 

Comenzamos el mes celebrando a los santos 
en gloria en el Día de Todos los Santos. El 2 de 
noviembre celebramos la Conmemoración de 
Todos los Fieles Difuntos y, 
a finales de mes, en el último 
domingo del año litúrgico, cel-
ebramos la triunfante Solem-
nidad de Cristo Rey.

Aunque no nos guste pensar 
en las Cuatro Últimas Cosas, 
son ineludibles para cada uno 
de nosotros. Nos recuerdan el 
destino eterno que Dios nos 
ha preparado en Jesucristo 
y las consecuencias eternas 
de darle la espalda al amor 
de Dios. San Juan de la Cruz 
escribió: “En el atardecer 
de nuestras vidas, seremos 
juzgados en el amor”. El amor 
perfecto hará posible nuestra 
entrada inmediata al cielo. El amor imperfecto 
requerirá más purificación. Una total falta de 
amor significará separación eterna de Dios.

Dios nos ha hecho para el cielo, donde descu-
briremos el cumplimiento perfecto de todo an-
helo humano en felicidad suprema y eterna. Ni 
siquiera podemos comenzar a imaginar el gozo 
que Dios nos ha preparado en el cielo. La biblia 
utiliza imágenes tales como un banquete de 
la boda y la casa del padre, para inspirar una 
ojeada de la felicidad del cielo. Sabemos que 
disfrutaremos de la perfecta comunión en el 
amor con la Santísima Trinidad y con todos los 
ángeles y santos. Para revelar la misericordia 
del Padre, Jesucristo nos ha abierto las puer-
tas del cielo aceptando la muerte por nuestros 

pecados y por su resurrección de entre los 
muertos.

En el otro extremo está el rechazo espantoso 
de la misericordia que es el infierno. El Cateci-
smo de la Iglesia Católica enseña que “La pena 
principal del infierno consiste en la separación 
eterna de Dios” (CCC 1035), quien es nuestra 
suprema y más plena satisfacción. Al optar 
por persistir en el pecado, los condenados al 
infierno han rechazado libremente el amor de 
Dios y su llamado al arrepentimiento. “Dios no 
predestina a nadie a ir al infierno” (CCC 1037). 
Sólo desea nuestra felicidad. Pero Él no quiere 
y no puede violar nuestra libertad y no nos 

obliga a aceptar su misericor-
dia y a amarlo a Él. En ese 
sentido, el infierno es nuestro 
propio hacer y nuestra propia 
elección.

Aquellos que mueren en el 
estado de amistad con Dios, 
pero que no están comple-
tamente perfeccionados en 
el amor, están seguros de la 
salvación, pero primero deben 
someterse a la purificación 
de los efectos de sus pecados. 
Sólo aquellos que están per-
feccionados en amor y santi-
dad son capaces de soportar 
el peso de la gloria y entrar en 
la presencia de la Santísima 

Trinidad. Este proceso de purificación después 
de la muerte se llama purgatorio. “La Iglesia 
llama purgatorio a esta purificación final de 
los elegidos que es completamente distinta del 
castigo de los condenados” (CCC 1031).

Realmente no sabemos con exactitud qué 
es el purgatorio. A menudo se describe en 
términos de un fuego purificador. La imagen 
del fuego nos ayuda a reconocer que el amor 
perfecto se logra sólo a través de un doloroso 
despojamiento de los restos del egocentrismo 
que se aferran a nosotros y nos impiden amar 
libre y totalmente.

En la Comunión de los Santos estamos 
unidos con los creyentes de la tierra, con las 
almas que sufren en el purgatorio, así como 

los benditos en 
el cielo. En esta 
maravillosa co-
munión de vida 
y amor somos 
capaces de asistir 
y ser asistidos 
por las oraciones 
y las buenas 
obras de unos por 
otros.

La Iglesia siem-
pre está consciente del deber de asistir a los 
que están en el purgatorio, especialmente 
a través de la celebración de la Eucaristía. 
Recordamos a los fieles que han partido hacia 
la vida eterna en cada Misa. Pero también tene-
mos la oportunidad de pedir que se ofrezcan 
Misas para los difuntos, especialmente para 
nuestros seres queridos ya fallecidos. Como 
expresión del misterio de la Comunión de los 
Santos, la Iglesia también nos permite obtener 
indulgencias y aplicarlas en caridad hacia las 
almas del purgatorio. Aunque es nuestro deber 
cristiano estar siempre atentos a los fieles 
difuntos, el mes de noviembre es un momento 
oportuno. En el Día de Todos los Fieles Difun-
tos, venimos a ayudar a nuestros hermanos y 
hermanas difuntos con recordatorios especiales 
en la Misa, así como por otras costumbres 
locales. En muchas culturas es el día reservado 
para la práctica, muy digna de alabanza, de 
visitar las tumbas de los familiares fallecidos. 
Al visitar estos lugares honramos a los muertos 
y con nuestras oraciones les ayudamos mien-
tras esperan el cumplimiento de su esperanza 
que es la resurrección de la carne y la vida 
eterna.

Aunque nos acercamos al final de este Año 
Jubilar de la Misericordia, sabemos que la 
misericordia de Dios perdura para siempre. 
Nuestro papel es responder al don de la mis-
ericordia de Dios y convertirnos en canales de 
su misericordia para los demás, incluyendo a 
los fieles difuntos. Que las almas de los fieles 
difuntos, por la misericordia de Dios descansen 
en paz. Amén.

Sooner Catholic

Preguntas y respuestas sobre instrucciones en cuanto al 
apropiado manejo de las cenizas después de la cremación

WASHINGTON – En 1963, la 
Congregación para la Doctrina 
de la Fe del Vaticano autorizó la 
cremación siempre y cuando no 
se haga como una señal de neg-
ación de la fundamental creencia 
cristiana en la resurrección de los 
muertos.

El permiso fue incorporado en el 
Código de la Ley Canónica en 1983 
y el Código de los Cánones de las 
Iglesias Orientales en 1990.

No obstante, el cardenal Gerhard 
Muller, prefecto de la congrega-
ción, le dijo a la prensa el 25 de 
octubre que la ley de la iglesia no 
había especificado exactamente 
qué se debe hacer con las cenizas 
y varias conferencias episcopales 
le pidieron a la congregación que 
ofrezca un instructivo al respecto.

A raíz de esas solicitudes surge 
“Ad resurgendum cum Christo” 
(“Resurrección con Cristo”), un 
manual “sobre el entierro de los 
muertos y la conservación de las 
cenizas en los casos de crem-
ación”, emitido el 25 de octubre. 
El documento fue aprobado por el 
papa Francisco después de consul-
tar con otras oficinas del Vaticano, 

con las conferen-
cias episcopales 
y los Sínodos de 
Obispos de las Ig-
lesias Orientales.

La difusión del 
nuevo documento 
ha hecho que mu-
chos católicos se 
pregunten si ello 
cambia alguna de 
las regulaciones 
sobre la crem-
ación. Catholic 
News Service 
envió algunas de 
esas preguntas a 
los miembros del Secretariado del 
Culto Divino de la Conferencia de 
Obispos Católicos de Estados Un-
idos (USCCB), a lo cual respondi-
eron lo siguiente: 

P: El nuevo documento de la 
Congregación para la Doctrina de 
la Fe (CDF) explica con detalle las 
regulaciones sobre la cremación. 
¿Esto cambia de algún modo cómo 
la Iglesia Católica en este país ha 
regulado este asunto?

R: No, el nuevo documento de 
CDF no cambia nada para no-

sotros en este 
país.

Por ejemplo: 
nosotros ya 
habíamos per-
mitido hacer la 
misa fúnebre en 
presencia de los 
restos cremados. 
Lo que el in-
structivo sí hace, 
sin embargo, es 
reiterar la prefer-
encia de la Iglesia 
por el entierro 
del cuerpo en 
circunstancias 

normales y, cuando la cremación 
es necesaria, insistir en que las 
cenizas sean apropiadamente en-
terradas.

P: Si el documento dice que el 
entierro tradicional es el preferido, 
¿significa ello que cremar un cu-
erpo es un error?

R: Si la iglesia viera la cremación 
como error, ¡no la permitiría! A 
veces la cremación puede real-
mente ser necesaria. Sin embargo, 
la costumbre antigua y la prefer-
encia de la iglesia es enterrar el 

cuerpo, cuando sea posible.
P: ¿Qué debo hacer si ya he es-

parcido las cenizas?
R: No podemos cambiar el 

pasado, por supuesto, y si usted 
verdaderamente no se dio cuenta 
en ese momento que ello no debió 
hacerse, entonces no debe ago-
biarse por el sentimiento de cul-
pabilidad. Recuerde que lo que le 
sucede al cuerpo de una persona 
después de la muerte, no afecta lo 
que ocurre cuando el alma de esa 
persona se encuentra con el Señor 
el día del juicio final. De todos 
modos, usted podría ofrecer más 
oraciones por el feliz reposo de la 
persona. 

P: Si tengo planes de donar mi 
cuerpo a la ciencia, después de lo 
cual será cremado, ¿eso está bien? 
¿Qué pasa si el laboratorio dispone 
de estas cenizas?

R: En este caso habría una razón 
válida para la cremación. Sin em-
bargo, sería importante asegurarse 
de que se hagan los arreglos para 
una misa fúnebre y que un amigo 
o familiar de confianza reciba los 
restos y vele por el apropiado en-
tierro de los mismos. 

Por Catholic News Service,
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Costumbres del Día de Fieles Difuntos de México 
se dirigen al norte

WASHINGTON – Por muchos 
años, Esther Reyes, de Silver 
Spring, Maryland, cuidó cuidados-
amente las calaveritas de azúcar 
que ella trajo de México.

Las calaveritas son un 
componente importante 
para armar un altar, 
parte de la costumbre de 
su familia, que durante 
la Solemnidad de los 
Fieles Difuntos le ayuda 
a mantener físicamente 
en mente a sus ancestros 
y seres queridos falleci-
dos. Reyes las ha empacado 
cuidadosamente para guardarlas 
y reusarlas cada año ya que estas 
no eran fáciles de encontrar en su 
nuevo hogar en Estados Unidos.

Pero este año, mientras 
preparaba los materiales para su 
altar, ella notó que una panad-
ería local en Maryland estaba 
aceptando órdenes de clientes de-
seando las calaveritas artesanales. 
Ellos también ofrecían el pan 
tradicional disponible solamente 

Por Rhina Guidos 
Catholic News Service

El Día de Acción de Gracias está 
a la vuelta de la esquina y mien-
tras tengo muchas bendiciones 
por las cuales debo darle gracias 
a Dios en mi vida personal tam-
bién hay una bendición especial 
que deseo darle gracias desde la 
perspectiva de mi ministerio en la 
Arquidiócesis. El impacto fue pro-
fundo y la memoria viva de aquella 
bienvenida todavía me trae alegría. 
Yo vi el amor.

En septiembre pasado recibí 
una llamada del párroco de Holy 
Name Catholic Church en Chick-
asha. El Padre Prasad quería que 
visitara una de las misiones de la 
parroquia. La invitación fue para 
la Iglesia Católica de San Pedro en 
Lindsay. El me explicó que era una 
comunidad de diversidad cultural 
que pasaba por una transición y él 
estaba muy interesado en posibles 
recomendaciones pastorales que 
le podría ofrecer. Inmediatamente 
dije que sí.

A medida que el domingo se 
acercaba, empecé a repasar mis 
lecturas de varios documentos de 
los obispos de los Estados Uni-
dos sobre el multiculturalismo y 
escritos sobre parroquias modelo. 
Me estaba preparando para ofrecer 
varias sugerencias prácticas. 

¡Este es un tema fascinante para 
mí! Nacido en la ciudad de Nueva 
York, el Lower Eastside de Man-
hattan, estaba rodeado por mu-
chas parroquias nacionales en los 
años 60 y el multiculturalismo fue 
una parte integral de mi realidad 
católica. Mi parroquia de origen 
fue Nuestra Señora de los Dolores, 
una parroquia irlandesa. (Prob-
ablemente soy uno de los pocos 

¡Agradezco a Dios por las Comunidades Hospitalarias!
Increíble lo que sucede cuando la gente se ama.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, O.P.  
Director, Oficina de Ministerio Hispano

hispanos que pueden hablar con 
un ligero acento irlandés, después 
de una cerveza Guinness.)

A medida que el domingo 
pasaba, comencé a preguntarme 
qué podría estar pasando en la 
parroquia 
dedicada a 
mi homón-
imo. ¿Será 
prejuicio, 
discrimi-
nación o 
racismo? 
¿Serían 
problemas 
con algunos 
hispanos 
ingratos 
tratando de imponerse? ¿Qué po-
dría estar pasando en Lindsay? Me 
fui temprano después de visitar la 
comunidad hispana en San José 
en Norman.

Este fue mi primer viaje a Lind-
say. A pesar de que mi GPS dijo 
que estaba a sólo cinco minutos 
todo lo que podía ver era un vasto 
espacio rural sin casas o edificios, 
pero los milagros suceden. Cinco 
minutos más tarde estaba en me-
dio de la pequeña comunidad rural 
y me estacione justo enfrente de 
San Pedro. 

Estaban cortando la grama y el 
cantor estaba adentro practicando 
algún canto gregoriano. Fui tan 
temprano que pude pasear por la 
ciudad y tuve un pequeño aperi-
tivo antes de la Misa. Lindsay es 
una hermosa ciudad pequeña. Me 
encantaría vivir allí.

Antes de que comenzara la Misa, 
los maestros de la catequesis 
comenzaron a llegar y se reuni-

eron con el de facto director de 
la catequesis que también era el 
cantor para la Misa. Entonces 
llegaron los niños. Los estudiantes 
son todos hispanos y el programa 
es bilingüe, quizás inclinándose 

un poco 
más hacia el 
español.

Mientras 
los estudi-
antes esta-
ban en clase 
el cantor y 
el de facto 
director 
del coro/
organista, 
ninguno de 

los cuales hablaba español, prac-
ticaban el salmo responsorial en 
español. ¡Fue grandioso! Unos 
minutos más tarde, el organista 
me preguntó por qué el Salmo se 
refería a Dios haciendo salsa de 
los pobres. (Confundió las frases 
“en salsa a los pobres” y “ensalza a 
los pobres.”)

La Misa fue en español e inglés. 
Es la única Misa en Lindsay. La 
comunidad ha pasado de tener 
casi ningún hispano, hace siete o 
diez años, a una comunidad que 
ahora es aproximadamente el 80% 
hispana. Luego, después de unas 
pocas palabras del Padre Prasad la 
reflexión que el domingo fue muy 
buena, centrada en las lecturas de 
ese domingo, celebrando la unidad 
de todos en Cristo y fue hechas en 
español e inglés.

En la Comunión, cuando me 
acerqué para recibir la Eucaristía, 
el ministro de la Comunión, ori-
unda de Oklahoma, ¡me habló en 

español! ¡Sangre de Cristo! ¡Esto 
fue una bienvenida muy acoge-
dora!

La cena potluck, donde cada 
persona trae algo diferente para 
la cena, después de la Misa con-
tinuó manifestando la acogida que 
los miembros angloparlantes más 
antiguos de la comunidad esta-
ban dándole a los hispanos recién 
llegados. La comida fue estupenda, 
el amor y la fraternidad fue genial. 
La forma en que todos se llev-
aban fue sobresaliente. Hablé con 
tantos. Los hispanos me repetían 
cómo se sintieron tan acogidos y 
bienvenidos en San Pedro.

Mientras me disponía a irme y 
me estaba despidiendo algunos 
de los líderes angloparlantes se 
acercaron a mí con una pregunta: 
“¿Qué más podemos hacer?” Son-
reí y respondí con alegría en mi 
corazón, Nada, ni una sola cosa. 
Ustedes se aman, son acogedores, 
les dan la bienvenida, comparten 
el espacio y se reúnen para com-
partir a Cristo. Esta es una co-
munidad modelo de fe. (Haciendo 
lo que recomendaron todos los 
libros académicos.) También recibí 
un retrato de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe como regalo por haber-
los visitado.

Este Día de Acción de Gracias, 
al unirnos como familia para dar 
gracias a Dios por tantas bendi-
ciones y con mucho entusiasmo 
buscando como elevar nuestros 
niveles de azúcar en la sangre, 
daré gracias por las muchas ben-
diciones en el Ministerio Hispano. 
Daré gracias por el amor y el am-
biente hospitalario en San Pedro 
en Lindsay, Oklahoma.

durante lo que es popularmente 
conocido como el Día de los Muer-
tos, pero esencialmente es parte 
de la Solemnidad de los Fieles 
Difuntos mezclada con algunas 

costumbres precolombinas.
La celebración, tan pop-

ular en México, marca la 
solemnidad grandiosa-
mente con comida, arte 
y música mientras famil-
ias limpian las tumbas 
de sus seres queridos en 

los cementerios locales. Y 
ahora algunas de las cos-

tumbres han emigrado hacia 
el norte, por lo menos comer-

cialmente.
Aparte de las panaderías mex-

icanas, las cadenas de tiendas 
como Pier 1 Imports ahora ofrecen 
varios productos para el Día de 
los Muertos: cojines con calaveras 
de hombres y mujeres, llamadas 
catrinas, servilletas y esferas deco-
rativas con calaveras para adornar 
la mesa de centro. Restaurantes y 
bares en algunas ciudades como 

Washington ofrecieron especiales 
del Día de los Muertos este año y 
el Google Doodle del 2 de noviem-
bre presentó imágenes cortadas de 
papel picado -- decoraciones popu-
lares en altares y tumbas ese día.

El padre franciscano capuchino 
Urbano Vázquez, originario de 
México pero quien ahora vive en 
Washington, dijo que la conmemo-
ración es espiritualmente significa-
tiva para algunos porque es una 
oportunidad de reflexionar sobre 
las vidas de los que han muerto. 
En su pueblo natal de Cholula, 
cerca de Puebla, México, los 
lugareños pasan todo el día en el 
cementerio limpiando y decorando 
tumbas, dirigiéndose a Misa para 
orar por las almas de sus seres 
queridos, prendiendo velas, haci-
endo las comidas predilectas de 
los que han muerto. Es una solem-
nidad llena de reverencia y amor, 
él dijo a Catholic News Service.

Aun después que su familia 
se mudó a Virginia, las costum-
bres del Día de los Muertos en 

el día de los Fieles Difuntos han 
continuado. Su madre, Justina 
Ortega, hace mole, una salsa 
confeccionada con chocolate y 
chiles picantes que a sus ances-
tros les gustaba y coloca una foto 
de su fallecido padre en un altar 
con “ofrendas”, que podrían ser 
una comida o fruta favorita, para 
recordar a su esposo con intención 
especial ese día.

Como en todo, uno tiene que ser 
cuidadoso sobre la “distorsión” y 
algunos han torcido la conmem-
oración a algo distinto, pero esos 
elementos no son parte de las cos-
tumbres de los católicos, él dijo.

Reyes, de Maryland, dijo que 
algunos confunden la conmem-
oración con el culto a la muerte, 
pero es en realidad una aceptación 
de la muerte como parte de la vida 
espiritual, que sabe que la muerte 
física no es el final. Desde un 
punto de vista espiritual, ella dijo, 
la conmemoración “enfatiza que el 
alma no ha muerto, aun cuando el 
cuerpo ha muerto”.



Briefs
Rother Heritage Gallery exhibit 
open

The Heritage Gallery at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway, is now open. 
The exhibit features items from 
Servant of God Father Stanley 
Rother, including his cassock, let-
ters and photos, and items found 
in his room in Guatemala after his 
murder. The free exhibit is open 
weekdays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development collection

CCHD is the national an-
ti-poverty program of the U.S. 
Catholic Bishops, working to 
carry out the mission of Jesus 
Christ “... to bring good news to 
the poor ...  release to captives 
...  sight to the blind, and let the 
oppressed go free” (Luke 4:18). 
This year’s annual collection will 
be held on Nov. 19 and 20 in local 
parishes. Prayerfully consider 
supporting the collection. Contact 
Becky VanPool at (405) 523-3000, 
Ext. 245.

Frs. Janocha and Grover to lead 
pilgrimage to Fatima

Fr. Carl William Janocha and Fr. 
Daniel Grover will lead a pilgrim-
age to Fatima, Santiago de Com-
postela, and Lourdes, from Nov. 
7-17, 2017. Cost is $3,099 pp, 
including airfare from Oklahoma 
City, four-star hotels, most meals 
and more. Sites include Lisbon, 
Fatima, Santiago de Compos-
tela, Salamanca, Avila, Madrid, 
and Lourdes. In 1917, Our Lady 
appeared to three small children 
in a field in Fatima. Join in to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of this apparition, and visit the 
pilgrimage site of Santiago de 
Compostela, with the burial place 
of St. James, see the shrine to St. 
Teresa of Avila, and the Grotto 
of the Apparition of Our Lady 
to Bernadette in Lourdes. $400 
deposit required. Contact Fr. 
Carl Janocha, (580) 395-2148, 
cwjanocha@kanokla.net.

Fr. Jim Goins to celebrate silver 
jubilee with pilgrimage

Join Fr. Jim Goins to celebrate 
his silver jubilee by walking the 
Way of St. James through coastal 
Portugal and Spain May 28-June 
9, 2017. Limited to 25 pilgrims. 
Porto, Ponte de Lima, Valencia, Or-
benille, Mos, Arcade, Pontevedra, 
El Parque Natural de Ria Barosa, 
San Miguel, Rua de Francos Pad-
ron, Santiago de Compostela. Cost 
is $4,399 pp dbl. occ., includes all 
meals, roundtrip air from OKC, 
luggage transfers, superior hotels, 
guides, all admissions. Mass daily, 
support/chase van available and 
luxury motor coach for sightsee-
ing and transfer to and from trail 
start/end locations each day. $300 
pp deposit. Contact (405) 293-
2003, mroewe@Unitours.com. 

Ireland pilgrimage
Join Fr. Ray Ackerman and Fr. 

John Peter Swaminathan on a 
unique pilgrimage to Ireland, July 
10-22. Includes Dublin, Baltin-
glass Abbey, St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
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Our Lady of Knock, St. Patrick’s 
Tomb and Cathedral, Giant’s 
Causeway, Titanic Museum in 
Belfast, Glendalough, Lake Corrib 
Cruise, Trinity College, Gallarus 
Oratory, Kilmalkedar Church, St. 
John’s Cathedral, Holy Well of St. 
Brigid, Cliffs of Moher, O’Brien’s 
Tower, Rock of Cashel, Clonmac-
noise, Blarney Castle, the Bur-
ren, Downpatrick Cathedral, Inch 
Abbey, Galway, and more. Mass, 
breakfast, dinner daily. 4-star 
hotels, luxury air-conditioned mo-
torcoach, roundtrip air from OKC. 
$4,399 pp. $300 pp deposit. Con-
tact Melani Roewe at (405) 293-
2003 or go online to http://bit.ly/
RevAckermanIreland to download 
brochure. Secure online registra-
tion at http://bit.ly/29KPZTT.

Thanksgiving dinner - Norman
St. Joseph parish, 421 E. Acres, 

Norman, will hold their 94th an-
nual Thanksgiving dinner on Nov. 
13. Sponsored by the Women’s 
Club, it will be held from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Adults: $10; Children 
6-10: $5; Children 5 and under: 
free; Family: $35.

Corpus Christi fall bazaar
Corpus Christi, 1616 N. Kelley 

Ave. in Oklahoma City, is holding 
a fall bazaar on Nov. 12-13. Con-
tact (405) 236-4301, corpuschris-
tichurch@cox.net.

Prayer day for the retired 
On Wednesday, Nov. 16, the 

Office of Worship and Spiritual 
Life will host a prayer day for the 
retired at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. The day begins with reg-
istration, coffee and donuts, with 
the presentation at 10 a.m., Mass 
at 11:30 a.m., followed by lunch. 
The day includes a presentation 
on “Living in Community” by Dr. 
Harry Kocurek. Participants who 
cannot attend in OKC can video-
conference at Prince of Peace, Al-
tus; St. Mary, Ardmore; St. Mary, 
Clinton; St. Francis, Enid; St. 
Peter, Guymon; Holy Family, Law-
ton; and St. Peter, Woodward. To 
register, call (405) 721-5651, Ext. 
158. The cost at CPC is $7, which 
includes lunch. If videoconferenc-
ing, call (405) 721-5651, Ext. 131.

SGU performing arts
“James and the Giant Peach,” 

adapted for the stage by David 
Wood and based on the book by 
Roald Dahl, will premier Nov. 
17-20 at St. Gregory’s University 
in Shawnee. In celebration of the 
Roald Dahl centenary, this pro-
duction will delight both young 
and old with its colorful characters 
and thrilling effects. All perfor-
mances at the Sarkeys Performing 
Arts Center on the SGU Shawnee 
campus. Advance tickets available 
at www.stgregorys. edu. 

Christmas Bazaar - Duncan
Assumption Church, 711 W. 

Hickory Ave., will have their An-
nual Christmas Bazaar Nov. 18-
20; Friday 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., Satur-
day 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sunday 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Raffle for Visa 
gift cards valued at $1,000, $500 
and $250. Tickets $5 or five for 

$20. Drawing held on Sunday at 5 
p.m. You do not have to be present 
to win. Craft items, food for pur-
chase. Proceeds benefit the build-
ing funds of Assumption Church, 
Duncan, and its mission churches 
Immaculate Conception, Marlow 
and St. Patrick, Walters.

Regional Catholic Youth 
Conference 

The pilgrimage to the Regional 
Catholic Youth Conference, Nov. 
18-20, will be in Beaumont, 
Texas. Cost is $325 per person. 
Fee includes bus, transportation, 
hotel, registration and T-shirt. To 
register, contact your parish youth 
minister or call (405) 721-5651, 
Ext. 115, or (405) 721-9220.

Turkey dinner - Bison
On Sunday, Nov. 20, St. Joseph 

parish in Bison will host their an-
nual Turkey Dinner in the parish 
hall. From 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
enjoy turkey, dressing, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, sauerkraut 
and dumplings, green beans, 
salad, rolls and pies. Kolaches and 
other baked items will be for sale. 
Adults and children 11 and up, 
$10. Children 4-10 years, $5. Chil-
dren under four years, free.

Public Bible reading
U.S. Sen. James Lankford and 

Jami Smith will host a public 
reading of the Bible at a noon-

time ceremony on Monday, Nov. 
21, at the Oklahoma State Cap-
itol. On the International Day of 
the Bible, Oklahoma community, 
business, religious and govern-
ment leaders will join thousands 
around the world at Noon local 
time, in reading their favorite Bible 
passages. Participate by reading 
a favorite Bible passage in pub-
lic, alone or with friends. Use 
the hashtag #BibleCelebration to 
share your favorite Bible passages 
on social media. More information 
online at www.sallt.com, www.
InternationalDayoftheBible.com.

Healing after abortion
Have you had an abortion or 

been affected by another’s abor-
tion? Experience the healing love 
of Jesus Christ at a Rachel’s 
Vineyard weekend retreat. Par-
ticipation is strictly confidential. 
Next retreat: Dec. 2-4. Cost: $75 
for meals, private room, all retreat 
materials. Contact: (405) 623-
3844, rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.
com. Payment plans and financial 
assistance available.

Christmas trip
Join Michael and Debra Zink 

for travel to Plano, Texas, for a 
Christmas program, Dec. 10. 
Lunch buffet included. Christmas 
songs, bingo and trivia. Cost $119. 
Contact Michael Zink at (405) 314-
4120, Michael-the-j@cox.net. 

The Catholic Foundation

CORNERSTONE
Smart Ideas for 

Year-End Giving
As the year draws to a close, are you 

looking for ways to give back while also 
saving on taxes?  The Catholic Founda-
tion offers efficient giving options that can 
lower your taxable income and support 
your favorite Catholic parish or ministry. 
By making a charitable gift of the follow-
ing assets, you can avoid capital gains 
tax, enjoy the benefits of a charitable tax 
deduction and preserve your cash flow.

Year-end giving options:

• Real Estate incoming homes, 
 acreages or business properties;

• Appreciated securities such as 
 widely- and closely-held stock, bonds 
 and mutual funds;

• Oil and gas royalty interests;

• Life insurance policies.

Don’t forget, the IRA Charitable Rollover 
is now permanent. If you are age 70 1/2 
or older, you can gift up to $100,000 per 
year from your IRA to meet your required 
minimum distribution.

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.
P.O. Box 32180   n   Oklahoma City, OK 73123

(405) 721-4115   n   www.cfook.org   n bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

Calendar
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November

National Bible Week begins.

St. Joseph, Norman, annual 
Thanksgiving dinner at 421 E. 
Acres 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Mount St. Mary open house 
and information session for 
prospective parents and stu-
dents, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., 2801 
S. Shartel Ave., OKC. Call 
(405) 631-8865.

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m., Immaculate Con-
ception, 3901 S.W. 29, OKC. 
Call (405) 685-4806.

Pray the Rosary for Life at the 
Norman abortion clinic, 2453 
Wilcox Dr., at 6:30 p.m. every 
Sunday. Contact Connie Lang 
at (405) 249-1041 or jlang9@
cox.net.

Prayer day for the retired. To 
register, call (405) 721-5651, 
Ext. 158.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During these nine days, the 
novena will be as follows: 
Monday-Friday following Noon 
Mass. Saturday after 5 p.m. 
Mass, and Sunday after 11 
a.m. Mass.

“James and the Giant Peach” 
will premier Nov. 17-20 at 
St. Gregory’s University in 
Shawnee. All performances at 
the Sarkeys Performing Arts 
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13

13

13

13

16

17

17

Center on the SGU Shawnee 
campus. Advance tickets at 
www.stgregorys. edu.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact Toni 
Calvey at (405) 630-0539, 
toni-calvey1900@gmail.com or 
visit www.spiritOKC.org.

Christmas bazaar at Assump-
tion Church, 711 W. Hickory 
Ave., Duncan, 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Saint Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC, 
on the first and third Satur-
days of each month. Mass at 
9:30 a.m.; meetings following. 
Fr. Tarasisio Tumuhereze is 
the spiritual director. Contact 
Karen Banks at (405) 396-
9086 or Toni Harrelson at 
(405) 341-2199.

Christmas bazaar at Assump-
tion Church, 711 W. Hickory 
Ave., Duncan, 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m.

The community of the Secular 
Order of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. 
Teresa of Jesus – Oklahoma 
Community and Province of 
St. Therese, meets at Little 
Flower Church, OKC, from 
Noon to 4:30 p.m. Call Bar-
bara Basgall (405) 826-3860 
or Susan Staudt (405) 473-
6328.
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Sooner Catholic

Catholic Singles and Friends 
will have a Thanksgiv-
ing-themed dance at St. Char-
les Borromeo, 5024 N. Grove, 
at 7 p.m. Dance ends at 11 
p.m. Snack foods welcome for 
sharing table. Contact Doro-
thy, (405) 604-4603.

Feast of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe. 
Jubilee Year of Mercy ends.

Pray the Rosary for Life at the 
Norman abortion clinic, 2453 
Wilcox Dr., at 6:30 p.m. every 
Sunday. Contact Connie Lang 
at (405) 249-1041 or jlang9@
cox.net.

20 St. Teresa of Avila, Harrah, 
Thanksgiving dinner and ba-
zaar from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

20 Christmas bazaar at As-
sumption Church, 711 W. 
Hickory Ave., Duncan, 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

St. Joseph, Bison, turkey din-
ner 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Ko-
laches, baked items for sale.
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John Michael Talbot concert 
7 p.m. at St. Gregory’s Abbey 
Church, (405) 878-5491. No 
tickets required.

Feast of the Presentation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.

21 Public reading of the Bible 
with U.S. Sen. James Lank-
ford, Noon, Oklahoma State 
Capitol Rotunda.

Feast of St. Cecilia.

Thanksgiving Day. CPC 
closed.

Feast of St. Andrew Dung-Lac 
and companions.

CPC closed.

Feast of St. Catherine of 
Alexandria.

First Sunday of Advent.

Pray the Rosary for Life at the 
Norman abortion clinic, 2453 
Wilcox Dr., at 6:30 p.m. every 
Sunday. Contact Connie Lang 
at (405) 249-1041 or jlang9@
cox.net.
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24

24
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25

27

27
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TRENTON, N.J. – Two years ago, 
as terminally ill 29-year-old Britt-
any Maynard made national news 
by publicly advocating for her right 
to end her life under Oregon’s 
“Death With Dignity” law, Sarah 
Steele sat in her Camden County 
home, quietly anguishing over her 
right to live.

“I felt like it really minimized 
what I had fought for and con-
quered in my own life,” said Steele, 
44, who 10 years ago was told she 
had only months to live.

That’s one reason why Steele, 
a two-time cancer survivor, wife 
and mother of three, is now work-
ing with a broad-based coalition, 
including the New Jersey Catho-
lic Conference, diocesan leaders 
throughout the state, and several 
right-to-life and disabilities advo-
cacy groups against legislation in 
the New Jersey Legislature that 
would legalize assisted suicide.

Known as the “Aid in Dying for 
the Terminally Ill Act,” the bill 
would permit terminally ill pa-
tients to “self-administer medi-
cations to end life in a humane 
and dignified manner.” The state 
Assembly passed the measure 
Oct. 20 in a 41-28 vote, with five 
abstentions, and it now goes to the 
state Senate.

A similar measure is currently 
pending in the D.C. Council; and 
Colorado voters will decide if as-
sisted suicide should be allowed 
in their state. Currently, assisted 
suicide is legal in five states: Ver-
mont, Montana, Oregon, Washing-
ton and California. 

In New Jersey, Steele told The 
Monitor, Trenton’s diocesan news-
paper: “I want people to hear how 
important this issue really is.”

She was 23 when she was first 
diagnosed with cancer – stage 
three lymphoma – and told she 
would never have children. But, 
after years of treatments, she was 
considered in remission. She also 
was the mother of two little girls 
and a boy. 

It was only four months after her 
third daughter was born that she 
began to notice a change in her 
demeanor. She was depressed and 
often felt in “a fog.” 

“I would sit on the couch and 
watch TV,” she said, “like a bug to 
a light. I couldn’t tell you what I 
was watching – I would just stare 
at it.” 

Her energy level dropped, and 
she was diagnosed with post-par-
tum depression. Then, the head-
aches began. Eventually, the 
pressure in Steele’s brain became 
so intense, she ended up in the 
emergency room, an experience 
she talks about with disdain. 

“They thought I was medicine-
seeking because I just presented 
with a headache,” she said, adding 
that she was in the emergency 
room for hours before she could 
convince a doctor to perform tests. 

“I remember pleading with the doc-
tor, ‘I want someone to look at my 
brain.’” 

What was discovered, Steele 
remembers, sent her doctor back 
into her hospital room, his face 
drained of color – a brain tumor. 
“It was surreal,” she said. “It’s like 
when you hear that someone you 
know is going to pass away. You 
know, but you’re still not prepared 
for it. I was in shock.” 

She was rushed to Thomas Jef-
ferson University Hospital in Phila-
delphia, and as she and her family 
awaited the results of a biopsy, 
she remembers feeling relieved, 
not from the news, but to finally 
have a concrete diagnosis. 

“We were celebrating that I had 
an answer ... we were almost 
giddy,” she said. 

A euphoria that was short-
lived as the diagnosis returned 
– anaplastic astrocytoma, a rare, 
aggressive stage three brain can-
cer. She underwent two surgeries 
soon after, but was told she would 
not see Christmas, which was only 
four months away. 

Those months of chemotherapy 
and medications turned into years 
of treatment – years that as she 
fought for life, she saw her chil-
dren grow into teenagers. Now, 10 
years later, she is stable, but the 
tumor is still present in her brain, 
and she is considered terminal. 
But she’s alive. 

“I have to take naps; sometimes 
I can’t remember names,” Steele 
said. “I basically have a brain 
injury, and there’s a stigma that 

goes along with that.”
Through it all, she said she 

never considered suicide.
“I never wanted to end my life. 

I wanted to fight. What made me 
feel empowered was to embrace 
what was in front of me and to be 

here as long as I could for the peo-
ple who love me.”

Steele admits to being frustrated 
at the overwhelming media atten-
tion that surrounded the Maynard 
case. She said that at the time, 
she, too, attempted to reach out 
to media outlets and advocate for 
the right to live. She got nowhere. 
Meanwhile Maynard, who was also 

diagnosed with terminal brain 
cancer, ended her life in November 
2014 with the aid of medication.

“What my concern about as-
sisted suicide is, it’s a slippery 
slope,” she said. “My decision to 
live doesn’t have an effect on oth-
ers, unlike Brittany’s decision to 
die,” she said, expressing concerns 
over health insurance.

For example, Steele cited the 
case of a 64-year-old woman in 
Oregon, who, in 2008, was denied 
medical insurance coverage to 
treat her lung cancer. The insur-
ance company, however, did agree 
to pay for a physician-assisted 
death.

“The sanctity of life is deteriorat-
ing, and Brittany Maynard’s death 
and Oregon’s decision to support it 
affect my right to fight my illness,” 
Steele said. “Nobody should be 
telling you that you don’t have 
rights to medication.”

Steele, who continues to be 
treated at Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity Hospital, admits there will 
likely be a time in the future when 
her tumor will again need treat-
ment.

“There’s a danger for me per-
sonally that if this legislation is 
passed in New Jersey, I won’t be 
covered under insurance,” she 
said. “Let me tell you, 44 is still 
young, and I don’t think insurance 
companies should decide if I have 
a quality of life.”

Mauro is associate editor of The 
Monitor, newspaper of the Diocese 
of Trenton.

Brain cancer survivor lends voice to campaign 
against assisted suicide

By Jennifer Mauro 
Catholic News Service


