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Benedictines,
Archbishop

Agree to
Changes In
Parish Roles

Holy Week 2008

Veneration of the Crucifix at St. Mary Parish in Guthrie. Photo/Cara Koenig

SHAWNEE  —  The Benedictine monks of
St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee will soon
entrust the parishes under their care in
Pottawatomie and Seminole counties to the
pastoral leadership of the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City. The Most Reverend Eusebius
Beltran, Archbishop of Oklahoma City, and the
Rt. Reverend Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B.,
Abbot of St. Gregory’s Abbey, announced the
shift in parish administration at a meeting
with parish representatives held at Saint
Benedict Parish in Shawnee on March 15.
Archbishop Beltran hosted the meeting in
order to share information with parish repre-
sentatives and to answer questions regarding
the immediate effects of the change.

During the meeting, Archbishop Beltran
noted that “the Catholic Church is structured
along geographical lines so that every Catholic
person and institution is under the jurisdiction
of the local bishop. This area is called a diocese
or archdiocese. Through the spiritual direction
of the bishop or archbishop and extended
through smaller areas (parishes), the faith is
transmitted, celebrated and grows. Therefore,
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City will be
responsible for appointing pastors to the area
formerly served by the Benedictine Monks of
Shawnee.”

Congregations at Saint Cecilia Church in
Maud, Saint Vincent de Paul Church in
McLoud, Immaculate Conception Church in
Seminole, Saint Benedict Church in Shawnee,
Saint Joseph Church in Wewoka and Saint
Mary Church in Wanette will be affected by the
change in administration. St. Gregory’s Abbey
will continue to provide pastoral care for Sacred
Heart Parish in southern Pottawatomie County
due to its historical connection with the Bene-
dictine community and its proximity to the his-
torical site of the original monastery complex.

continued on page 3
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Easter Vigil 
Cathedral of Our Lady 

March 22, 2008

My dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ:

Tonight is a time of rejoicing and
welcoming, truly a time of fulfillment.
Therefore, I wish to congratulate those
who are about to be baptized, those
who will enter the Church through a
Profession of Faith and all who will be
confirmed. I welcome you to the family
of God which is the Catholic Church. I
pray that you will begin to experience a
greater joy and appreciation for the gift
of faith which the Lord is giving to you.

To all people present here tonight
and in all the other churches of this
archdiocese, I extend my best personal
wishes to you and to your loved ones.
May this Easter season, which we are
now entering, be a very special time of
Grace for you. May Jesus, who is risen
from the dead, grant you the peace, the
joy and the love that we all seek. May
you have a truly Blessed Easter.

Tonight, the Church Universal
observes the Easter Vigil — a watch
which culminates in the proclamation
that Jesus Christ is risen from the
dead! Moreover, this Jesus who came to
save us from our sins, now extends His
redemption to every one of us. He has
come that we might have life and have
it more abundantly. This sharing in the
more abundant life of Jesus is affected
through the sacramental actions which
He instituted. Three of these are called
the Sacraments of Initiation. These
three — Baptism, Confirmation and
Eucharist — are what we celebrate

here tonight for they are the means
whereby we are incorporated into the
life of our Risen Lord.

In Baptism, original sin and any
personal sins we may have committed
are truly and absolutely forgiven. We
are adopted as God’s children and God
infuses His Sanctifying Grace in us.
Yes, through Baptism we are reborn
and become members of the Church,
members of the Body of Christ.

In Confirmation, through the impo-
sition of hands and the anointing with
the Sacred Chrism, we receive the full-
ness of the Holy Spirit. This is the
Spirit of God, the Spirit of Truth who is
our Advocate and who confirms us in
the Christian life by His presence, His
inspiration and His guidance.

In the Holy Eucharist, we join with
Jesus in praising and worshipping the
Father. Jesus comes to us in a very
special way by giving us His own Body
and Blood. Thus He nourishes us and
strengthens us for our continuing
journey of faith. Remember, Jesus said:
“I have come that you might have life
and have it more abundantly.” Then He
said: “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son
of Man and drink His blood, you cannot
have life in you.”

We celebrate these three Sacra-
ments of Initiation — Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist — for
through them we first receive the new
life God offers us. We also receive His
pledge of support and nourishment, the
inspiration and help we need to become
His faithful sons and daughters.

Tonight then, after these catechu-
mens and candidates are baptized and
confirmed, I will invite all of you to

make a renewal of your baptismal
promises. Following that renewal I will
bless all who are present here with this
Easter Holy Water to remind you of
your own baptism. Thus, all of us
gathered here tonight, whether
baptized earlier or now, whether
confirmed tonight or previously,
whether a lifelong member of the
Catholic Church or a newly received
one, all of us can stand in the presence
of God with great faith and hope
and love. We stand here with that
assurance of faith because our salva-
tion is a very special gift from God.

God so loved the world that He sent
His Son Jesus to save us. Jesus, by His
life, death and resurrection, does
indeed save us. Therefore, tonight we
experience our profound joy in the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.
And it is specifically for this reason
that I say: May you and your loved ones
have a most Blessed Easter. Alleluia!!
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The Good News                                              

... Rejoice in the Risen Lord!
May this Easter season,
which we are
now entering, be
a very special
time of Grace for
you. May Jesus,
who is risen
from the dead,
grant you the
peace, the joy and the love
that we all seek. May you
have a truly Blessed Easter.
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The Feast of the Annunciation of
the Lord is one of the very special
celebrations of our liturgical calendar.
The Pro-life Office of the Conference of
Catholic Bishops recently authored a
beautiful article on the relevance of
that feast to us as Christians and our
recognition of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The article was written by Deidre A.
McQuade and I wish to share it with
you.

Most Reverend Eusebius J. Beltran
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

Mary and Women’s
History Month 

by Deirdre A. McQuade 

For 21 years, Women’s History
Month has been celebrated in March.
In 2008, this observance will end on the

Solemnity of the Annunciation of the
Lord (celebrated on March 31 instead
of the traditional March 25, so as not
to conflict with Easter week). It’s fitting
to end on this high note, paying
tribute to the most pivotal woman
in the history of humankind. Yet I
wonder whether lesson plans for this
awareness-raising month will raise any
awareness of her! 

The feast day marks that decisive
moment when Mary, not yet fully
understanding what the angel Gabriel
was saying to her, nonetheless re-
sponded out of her love for God and
said “yes” in her famous “fiat”: “I am the
handmaid of the Lord. Let it be done
(fiat) to me according to your will.”

The rest, as they say, is history. Not
a distorted feminist “her-story” that
seeks to erase references to men.
Indeed, Mary’s whole mission in life is

to point others to her Son, the God-Man
who could never exploit us in any way,
and who is the source of all reconcilia-
tion, healing and authentic love, includ-
ing between the sexes. Wherever
women suffer injustice, exploitation
and violence, the only hope for
authentic justice will come through the
transforming power of Christ and those
who cling to him.

How different Mary’s fiat is from
the era-defining book Our Bodies,
Ourselves and early slogans of the pro-
abortion movement such as “It’s my
body, my choice.” These slogans
popularized a false philosophy, reject-
ing the reality that we are not our own
but were made by God in his image,
male and female.

Secular feminists leave God out of
“lifting up the lowly” and “casting the

continued on page 3

... The Annunciation of the Lord
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Benedictines
continued from page 1

Abbot Lawrence described this
decision as the continuation of a
process that began with the arrival of
the first bishop of Oklahoma, Theophile
Meerschaert, in 1891.

“This decision marks an historic
turning point for our monastic
community and for our role in the
Archdiocese,” Abbot Lawrence said.
“The establishment and staffing of
parishes has been part of the calling of
our monastic community since the
beginning — it is one of our founda-
tional charisms. It is also, however, a
charism that has changed over the
years, starting with the arrival of
Bishop Meerschaert, and through
continued collaboration with subse-
quent bishops to the present day.”

Archbishop  Beltran  expressed
appreciation for the dedicated leader-
ship and service provided by the monks
of St. Gregory’s and stressed his ulti-
mate responsibility for providing
pastoral care for all the parishes with-
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

The full effect of the announced
transition to archdiocesan administra-
tion will not necessarily take place
immediately. To the extent possible, St.
Gregory’s Abbey will continue to
provide pastoral care in the area,
although the ongoing responsibility for
the organization of the parishes will be
under the direction of archdiocesan
leadership. Archbishop Beltran was not
prepared to make specific announce-
ments of parish organization or

pastoral assignments at the meeting on
March 15. He did, however, affirm that
St. Benedict Parish will receive a new
pastor.

“Since Father Maurus Jaeb, O.S.B.,
will be returning to St. Gregory’s to
assume new responsibilities at the
monastery, I will assign a priest to

serve as pastor for St. Benedict Parish,”
he said.

The Archdiocesan Personnel Board
is currently in the process of working
with Archbishop Beltran in evaluating
current needs throughout the Arch-
diocese. Beltran said it was not a
simple process, noting that in addition
to meeting the needs of parish
communities, the Archdiocese “must
also serve the needs of various other
chaplaincies in the Archdiocese with a

decreasing number of available
priests.” Pastoral assignments are
normally announced in April and take
effect in June.

St. Gregory’s Abbey also must
adjust to a smaller number of monks.
There were some 65 monks in 1986,
compared to 27 monks today. Abbot
Lawrence stated that “the decreased
number of monks available to serve in
residential ministry is certainly a
factor in our need to entrust the
parishes to the Archdiocese. It is not,
however, the only reason. We also must
listen to how the Holy Spirit speaks to
us through those who are interested in
monastic life today. Inquirers today feel
called to experience the life of prayer
and work in the context of the
monastery and not as pastors living
away from the monastery. We need to
discern our communal role in the
Church through them.”

Abbot Lawrence spoke of the on-
going commitment of the Benedictine
community to the Church in
Oklahoma.

“Certainly we remain committed to
developing the important mission of
Catholic higher education at St.
Gregory’s University as the principal
mission of our monastery,” he said. “We
will focus on preparing members of our
community to serve in various capaci-
ties at the university. We will also
continue to provide weekend assistance
in parishes throughout the state. In
addition to this, however, we look to
new ways to serve the Church. It is our

hope to develop facilities and programs
for retreats and continuing faith forma-
tion for the clergy, religious and laity of
Oklahoma. As abbot, I am particularly
excited about this possibility as it
seems to be an unmet need in
Oklahoma.”

Archbishop Beltran stressed to the
assembled parish representatives the
need to encourage vocations.

“I am convinced that God is calling
many young men to the priesthood,
unfortunately, some are not responding
to the call,” he said. “It is a difficult
time for those considering the priest-
hood. I urge you to pray for and en-
courage young men to consider a voca-
tion as a priest for the Archdiocese or as
a monk for St. Gregory’s Abbey.”

Benedictine monks arrived at
Atoka, Indian Territory, in 1875, to
minister to the American Indian and
other peoples who were moving into the
region. They eventually accepted an
invitation to settle among the Citizen
Potawatomi Nation and established
Sacred Heart abbey and college near
present-day Konawa. From this base
they established more than 40 Catholic
churches throughout the territory.
Indian Territory’s first two Prefects
Apostolic, chief administrators of a
missionary territory, were Benedictine
monks. Due to shifting populations and
pastoral needs, as well as changes in
the focus of the monastic community,
Sacred Heart Abbey was officially relo-
cated to the campus of St. Gregory’s in
Shawnee in 1929.

continued from page 2
mighty from their thrones” in promot-
ing their cause and take matters
into their own hands. They assert
autonomous women’s rights, includ-
ing the legal right, established by Roe
v. Wade, to have an abortion. That
legal right extends throughout the
nine months of pregnancy for
virtually any reason since the defini-
tion of “health” in the health excep-
tion includes not only physical health,
but all factors (emotional, financial
and familial factors) relevant to the
well-being of the woman.

But true, Christian humanist
feminism — the kind called for by
John Paul II — doesn’t pit women
against men or their unborn children.
It refuses to embrace an ideology in
which the rights of family members —
born and unborn, male and female,
young and old — are in competition
with each other. He proposes that
“women occupy a place, in thought
and action, which is unique and
decisive. It depends on them to
promote a ‘new feminism’ which
rejects the temptation of imitating
models of ‘male domination,’ in order

to acknowledge and affirm the true
genius of women in every aspect of
the life of society and overcome all
discrimination, violence and exploita-
tion” (The Gospel of Life, 99).

Such cultural transformation will
take much prayer. The Pro-Life
Secretariat produces prayer resources
for use in parishes, schools, homes
and ecumenical settings, including a
beautiful Annunciation Novena called
“A Heart Open to God’s Will” found at
www.usccb.org/prolife/issues/nfp/Ann
unciationNovena.pdf. You may also
download our new “Say Yes to Life” ad
for your pro-life outreach. Go to
www.usccb.org/prolife and click on the
thumbnail image.

In honor of Our Lady’s pivotal
role in history, consider praying this
novena before her feast day. May our
imitation of her help bring an end to
abortion and build the culture of life.

Deirdre A. McQuade is assistant
director for Policy and
Communications, at the Secretariat
of Pro-Life Activities, U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops. To learn more
about the bishops pro-life activities,
go to www.usccb.org/prolife.

The Annunciation
Art Program Aimed at Homeless 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  — An
opportunity for homeless adults to
enjoy art will become a reality this
spring as a program sponsored by
Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City and the Homeless
Alliance gets under way, said Kim
Woods, homeless coordinator for
Catholic Charities.

The pilot program, fresh stART,
an open visual arts studio each
Friday afternoon, will begin in April
with volunteer artists and social
workers to assist adults interested
in learning and participating in
drawing, painting and other
mediums of art. The program will be
offered at the WestTown Resource
Center, 1729 NW 3rd St., in space
provided by the Homeless Alliance.

“This program is based on a
successful program, Art from the
Streets, started in 1991 in Austin,
Texas, for the homeless population.
We are modeling our pilot program
on the same principles,” Woods
said. “Model programs which have

provided a venue for expressive arts
for homeless persons have had
excellent  results, offering  a
creative outlet, emotional therapy,
connection to a peer group, life
structure, skills transferable to
employment, and dignity.”

For the program to be success-
ful in Oklahoma City, involvement
and participation are needed from
the community, said Jennifer
Gooden of the Homeless Alliance.
“We are asking for volunteer artists
to not necessarily teach art, but to
model the behavior of a working
artist.” Gooden said art supplies
and donations for the studio will
also be needed.

Anyone interested in helping
provide art supplies or financial
donations to the program or needs
more information can contact Kim
Woods at Catholic Charities, 523-
3012, or kwoods@catholiccharities-
ok.org, or Jennifer Gooden, Home-
less Alliance, at 632-7431, or
jgooden@homelessalliance.org

It is our hope to develop
facilities and programs
for retreats and
continuing faith
formation for the clergy,
religious and laity of
Oklahoma. As abbot, I
am particularly excited
about this possibility as
it seems to be an unmet
need in Oklahoma.

SC for March 30.qxd  4/1/2008  9:35 AM  Page 3



4  Sooner Catholic    March 30, 2008●●

Father Larry Gatlin Dies at Age 71 in Oklahoma City 
Obituary

Rev. Larry Benton Gatlin, 71,
died Monday, March 17 in Oklahoma
City. Father Gatlin was born Nov. 22,
1936, in Hutchinson, Kan.

He is remembered as a loyal
friend with a great memory and
quiet wit.

Father Gatlin was ordained a
Roman Catholic priest on Dec. 30,
1967, at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Oklahoma City.

Father Gatlin graduated from
Hominy High School in 1954 and
received a B.A. in Letters (with
distinction) from the University of
Oklahoma in 1958.

He entered the General
Seminary of the Episcopal Church,
New York City, in 1958, and was
ordained as a priest of the Episcopal
Church in 1961. He served as Curate
of St. John’s Episcopal Church in
Norman from 1961 to 1963 and
Curate of All Saint Anglican Church,
Stratford Lanes, England, from 1963
to 1965. In 1965, Father Gatlin

entered Pontifical Beda College,
Rome, Italy. Father Gatlin also
attended Conception Seminary,
Conception, Mo.

Following his ordination as a
Roman Catholic priest, Father Gatlin
served as associate pastor of Saint
Mary Church, Tulsa (1968 to 1970)
and Saint James Church, Oklahoma
City (1970 to 1971).

In 1971, he became pastor of
Saint Joseph Church, Buffalo, and
Saint Francis Church, Beaver. He
served as pastor of St. Gregory the
Great, Enid, from 1972 to 1979, and
as pastor of Saint Joseph Church,
Norman, from 1976 to 1979.

From 1980 to 1983, Father Gatlin
served as chaplain at Saint Ann’s
Home, Baptist Hospital and
Deaconess Hospital, Oklahoma City.
Father Gatlin served as pastor of
Holy Spirit Church, Mustang (1983
to 1995), Saint James Church,
Oklahoma City (1995 to 2000) and
Saint Joseph Church, Bison (2000 to

2003). Father Gatlin retired in 2003.
Father Gatlin was a member of

the Archdiocesan Seminary Board

from 1969 to 1972, a member of the
Worship Commission (1971 to 1977)
and was the commission’s chairman
from 1973 to 1977. He also was
director of Ecumenism/Interreligious
Affairs from 1977 to 1979. Father
Gatlin also was a member of the
Council of Priests from 1995 to 1998.
He was active in several other arch-
diocesan committees including the
Justice and Peace Subcommittee of
the Council of Priests.

Father Gatlin was pre-deceased
by his father and mother, Carl N.
Gatlin and Bessie Jane Underhill
Gatlin, his sister, Mrs. Audine Fryar,
and brother, Dr. Carl Gatlin.

A Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated in the Chapel of
the Catholic Pastoral Center on
March 19. Interment followed at
Resurrection Cemetery in Oklahoma
City. Funeral arrangements were
under the direction of Smith and
Kernke Funeral Home, 14624 N.
May, Oklahoma City.

Rev. Larry Benton Gatlin

EWTN to Provide Live Coverage of Pontiff ’s U.S. Visit 
Irondale, AL (EWTN) — EWTN

Global Catholic Network will provide
live coverage of every event in Pope
Benedict XVI’s historic U.S. trip, from
the time his plane lands until he
departs the country.

Special live coverage, airing
Tuesday, April 15 through Sunday,
April 20, will be provided by EWTN
News Director Raymond Arroyo, who
has anchored more papal events than
anyone in the industry and who
obtained the only English language
interview in existence today with the
former Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger.

As a precursor to the visit, Arroyo
has obtained an exclusive interview
with President George Bush in which
he will discuss U.S. relations with the
Holy See, the papal visit, Iraq, and
much more. The special will air 8 p.m.
April 11 on the “The World Over Live”
on EWTN.

In addition to the live shows
(details listed below), EWTN’s continu-
ing coverage will include three specials:

“BENEDICTUS XVI: PAPA
JOSEPH RATZINGER,” a documen-
tary offering a close look at Cardinal
Ratzinger in the period following the
death of Pope John Paul II, and an
analysis of what he brings to the table
as the new Pope Benedict XVI. (Airing
8 p.m. April 12; 2 a.m. April 13; 11 p.m.
April 15; and 8:30 p.m. April 20,)

“POPE BENEDICT XVI: MY
VATICAN,” a documentary on the life of
Pope Benedict XVI, featuring inter-
views before and after his papal

election and a glimpse of his daily
routine in the Vatican. (Airing 10 p.m.
April 13; 2 p.m.April 15; 4 a.m.April 18;
and 5 p.m. April 20.)

“DEFENDERS OF FAITH IN
WORD AND DEED,” a show in which
well-known EWTN television host
Father Charles Connor demonstrates
the many ways in which Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger has been an astound-
ing defender of the Faith. (Airing 9 a.m.
April 18 and 10:30 p.m. April 19.)

SPECIAL LIVE COVERAGE
Arroyo will be joined in live

coverage and commentary of the pope’s
trip by Father Richard John Neuhaus,
editor and author; Peggy Noonan, Wall
Street Journal columnist, author and
speechwriter for President Reagan; and
Knights of Columbus Supreme Knight
Carl Anderson.

Live coverage will be as follows: (all
times Eastern)

Tuesday, April 15, 3:30 p.m.
Pope Benedict XVI arrives at

Andrews Air Force Base and is greeted
by President and Mrs. Bush, local
dignitaries of the Church and the
apostolic nuncio. (Encore 8 p.m. April
15 and 4 a.m. April 16.)

Wednesday, April 16, 10 a.m.
Pope Benedict XVI is received by

President and Mrs. Bush at a White
House welcoming ceremony, followed
by a private meeting between the
president and the pope, and the digni-
taries of the two states. (Encore 2 p.m.
and 9 p.m. April 16.)

Wednesday, April 16, 5:30 p.m.
Pope Benedict XVI gathers with

the bishops of the United States for a
prayer service and address at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception in Washington,
DC. (Encore 10:30 p.m. April 16 and 4
a.m. April 17.)

Thursday, April 17, 9:30 a.m.
Pope Benedict XVI offers Mass at

the new Nationals Park in Washington,
D.C. (Encore 1 p.m. April 17 and 12
a.m.)

Thursday, April 17, 4:30 p.m.
Pope Benedict XVI will address

hundreds of Catholic university heads
and diocesan superintendents on the
importance of Catholic education at the
Catholic University of America. (Encore
9 p.m. April 17 and 5 a.m. April 18.)

Thursday, April 17, 6 p.m.
Pope Benedict XVI meets with

representatives of various religions for
a prayer service at the John Paul II
Cultural Center in Washington, D.C.
(Encore 10:30 p.m. April 17 and 6:30
a.m. April 18.)

Friday, April 18, 9:30 a.m.
Arrival at JFK International

Airport. (Encore 4:30 p.m. April 18 and
1 a.m. April 19.)

Friday, April 18, 10:30 a.m.
Pope Benedict XVI will address the

United Nations, after an early morning
flight to New York. (Encore 2:30 p.m.
and 8 p.m.April 18 and 2 a.m.April 19.)

Friday, April 18, 5:30 p.m.
Prayer service with leaders from

other Christian denominations at St.

Joseph’s, founded by German Catholics,
in Manhattan. (Encore 10 p.m. April 18
and 3:30 a.m. April 19.)

Saturday, April 19, 9 a.m.
Mass for priests, deacons and

members of religious orders at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral in the heart of New
York City. (Encore 1 p.m. and 11 p.m.
April 20.)

Saturday, April 19, 4 p.m.
Pope Benedict XVI meets with

thousands of young people from around
the country; the event includes a
rally/prayer service and a speech from
the pope. (Encore 8 p.m. April 19 and 4
a.m. April 20.)

Sunday, April 20, 9 a.m.
Pope Benedict XVI visits the

former World Trade Center site, now
known as Ground Zero in New York
City. (Encore 11 a.m. April 20 and 1
a.m. April 21.)

Sunday, April 20, 2 p.m.
Pope Benedict XVI celebrates Holy

Mass at Yankee Stadium in New York,
bringing his historic U.S. visit to a close.
(Encore 10 p.m. April 20.)

Sunday, April 20, 7:30 p.m.
Pope Benedict XVI departs. (Encore

2:30 a.m. April 21.)
EWTN Global Catholic Network is

available in more than 140 million tele-
vision households in 144 countries and
territories. With its direct broadcast
satellite television and radio services,
radio networks, worldwide short-wave
radio station, Web site and publishing
arm, EWTN is the largest religious
media network in the world.
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Father Joesph Kolb Recognized
With Father Rother Award

Archbishop Beltran presents the Faithful Shepherd Award to Father Joseph Kolb.
Photo/Sooner Catholic 

Sound Estate Plan 
What you do now affects what happens in

the future. Although it is human nature to
think positively, it is usually better to make
sure you and your estate plans are prepared
for life’s many uncertainties. 

Organize your estate — be sure to include
life insurance policies, retirement plan assets,
and stocks and bonds. Locate your potential
beneficiaries, and be sure to consider
individuals requiring special care. Use
caution when preparing your will. Some try
to cut costs by writing their own will — con-
sulting a qualified attorney is the most effi-
cient way to achieve your intended results. 

If you wish to leave a legacy, either to loved
ones or a specific charity, make your wishes
known.

OKLAHOMA CITY — Father
Joseph C. Kolb was the recipient of this
year’s Father Stanley Rother Faithful
Shepherd Award. The Archdiocesan
Council of Priests presents the award
annually. Named in honor of Oklahoma
priest, Father Stanley F. Rother,
martyred in Guatemala in 1981, the
award was presented March 18 at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral
during a prayer service prior to the
Chrism Mass.

Introduced by Father Jack Feehily,
the retired Father Kolb joked about the
various awards he has received
throughout his life, from the gold star
he received in elementary school to the
Bronze Star he received for his service
in World War II. He said an award for
“good conduct” was once presented to
him “because I didn’t get caught.”

Archbishop Beltran congratulated
Father Kolb and thanked him for his

many years of loving and dedicated
service to the Church and its min-
istries. One personal ministry Father
Kolb undertook years ago was to take
items he had collected and refurbished
and deliver them to the poor in Juarez,
Mexico. Father Kolb, on numerous
occasions, loaded a truck with all sorts
of discarded goods he had collected and
restored and then drove from Okla-
homa to Juarez, where he distributed
them to the needy, said Father Feehily.
“At first I just thought he was a junk
collector,” Father Feehily said, recalling
one of the first times he visited Father
Kolb when he was pastor of Prince of
Peace Parish in Altus.

Father Kolb was honored recently
for his more than 30 years serving as
chaplain for the Archdiocesan Council
of Catholic Women. He called the
award presented to him in memory of
Father Rother “a great honor.”

The Catholic Foundation

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

For more information on Planned Giving contact:
The Catholic Foundation of

Oklahoma, Inc.
P.O. Box 32180

Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115 www.cfook.org
tcasso@catharchdioceseokc.org

CORNERSTONE
OKLAHOMA CITY — Raymond

Arroyo, the host and creator of the
Catholic Global Television Network
(EWTN) international news maga-
zine “The World Over,” will speak at a
parish retreat hosted by Christ The
King Church. The retreat will be held
at 7 p.m. April 28-29. Arroyo is the
EWTN news director, and is an inter-
nationally  recognized  and  award-
winning journalist, producer and
best-selling author, seen each week in
more than 100 million homes across
the globe.

Arroyo will be covering Pope
Benedict XVI’s trip to the United
States April 15-20, before he comes
to Oklahoma City. As the keynote
speaker at the parish retreat, on April
28, he will speak about Pope
Benedict’s Vision for the Church, and
the role the average Catholic will play
in his vision. On Tuesday evening, the

29th, he will
discuss the
use of mass
communica-
tion in
evangeliza-
tion and its
effect on the
C a t h o l i c
C h u r c h .
There will
be a wine
and cheese
book signing
event after
the talk
Tuesday evening.

Christ the King Parish is located
at 8005 Dorsett Drive in Nichols
Hills. Both Arroyo’s talks and the four
nights of retreat will begin at 7 p.m.
All are welcome to attend. Call 842-
1481 for more information.

Raymond Arroyo

Arroyo to Address Parish Retreat

Edmond Parish to Host Program 
EDMOND — The Catholic

Parish of St. John the Baptist
will present a program titled
“Why Catholic?” to be held from 9
a.m. to noon April 12 in the main
church at 9th and Boulevard in
Edmond.

This year’s program features
Father Dwight Longenecker,
former Anglican priest and now a
Catholic priest, who will describe
his journey to the Catholic Church

and “12 Things to Look For to Find
the True Church.”

There is no charge or pre-
registration for this program, free
child care will be available in the
parish nursery, and hospitality,
including refreshments, will be
provided beginning at 8:15 a.m.

For more information, call
Deacon John Morris in the
parish office at 340-0691, or e-mail
jmorris@stjohn-catholic.org.
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Creighton Students Lend Hands, Hearts to Oklahoma 

OKLAHOMA CITY — Imagine
this. Nine college students traded
sun, sand and revelry for Oklahoma
City’s dicey weather, and a week
spent in service to the poor.
Sponsored by Oklahoma City’s
Archbishop Oscar Romero Catholic
Worker House, Creighton University
students gave up sodas and junk food,
ate on $3 a day, (an equivalent
amount for food stamp recipients),
recycled their garbage, delivered
meals to homeless people, groceries to
people in need, and picked up trash in
public places. They also built raised
garden beds, unloaded the Regional
Food Bank truck and stocked
shelves at the Dorothy Day Center,
and visited Birth Choice, a crisis
pregnancy counseling center. They
slept on air mattresses in crowded
conditions, shared 1 1/2  small bath-
rooms, and met people who lead
“purpose-driven lives,” from  a woman
who has adopted and raised 10 at-risk
children, to a couple living on a solar-
powered homestead.

They arrived March 2 to tornado
warnings. The next morning, they
joined nine others from Omaha’s
College of St. Mary’s as pilgrims on a

three-hour Social Justice Stations of
the Cross. It was one of the coldest,
wettest, windiest days of the winter
as the group prayed and sang the
traditional liturgy at 14 city locations:
Jesus House, Catholic Charities,
blighted neighborhoods, the I-40
Crosstown Freeway, the Oklahoma
County Jail, City Rescue Mission and
the Salvation Army Family Shelter,
among others. The group was led by
Bob Waldrop, founder of the Arch-
bishop Oscar Romero Catholic Worker
House.

As the morning wore on, shoes
froze and pant hems were wet. “I can’t
feel my legs anymore,” said one
person. By the 12th Station, the
students were muddy, hungry, shiver-
ing and needing a restroom. It was
difficult to concentrate on the prayers.
Though they could retreat to a warm
van between Stations, they under-
stood, in a small way, the physical dis-
comforts of homelessness and the
difficulty of taking care of basic needs.

At each stop, Waldrop drew
parallels between the events of
Christ’s passion and death and the
sites of the city. He said, “We saw the
best and worst of human behavior in
Christ’s crucifixion; the scourging and
torture of Jesus, but also the bravery

of Simon of
Cyrene, who
helped Him with
His cross. We
saw the ugliest
aspects of life in
Oklahoma City;
places where
drugs and sex
were bought and
sold, where
housing in poor
neighborhoods
was torn down,
but also the
best; homeless
shelters and Catholic Charities. At
the Oklahoma City National
Memorial, the best and worst were in
one place; the scene of a terrible
crime, but also a coming together of
our city.”

The weeklong service trip was
much more than a boot camp
experience. Waldrop said, “The point
of these disciplines is not arbitrary
denial, but to open windows of exami-
nation of conscience regarding the
way we typically live our lives. All
that we do have consequences, and
sometimes those consequences are
neither picturesque, nor helpful.”
Each evening, students also spent

time in reflection and prayer.
Creighton University is a Jesuit

Catholic school, founded in 1878.
Today, 6700 students live on a 108-
acre campus near downtown Omaha.
The Spring Break Service Trips began
in 1983, and are coordinated by the
Creighton Center for Service and
Justice. They have become an annual
opportunity for stepping out of
comfort zones and experiencing life-
changing spiritual growth. Last year,
220 students fanned out to 25
communities. OKC’s Catholic Worker
House has hosted Creighton students
for six years.

Katie Bradley summed up her
immersion experience in an essay on
CCSJ’s Web site. creighton.edu, click
on ministry. “We find it so easy to
donate a meal, but so difficult to share
that meal with a stranger. ... I pray
that I will never be afraid to venture
down a new street, or get so caught up
in my life that I forget about my
neighbors. May I never eat a meal
without saying grace, or drift to sleep
before thanking God for the warmth
of my home. ”

May those students who walked
the streets of Oklahoma City and
shared food and friendship with
people in need, be similarly blessed.

By Monica Knudsen
For the Sooner Catholic

Knights Host Annual Free Throw Contest
SHAWNEE — One of the most

popular events sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus is the basketball
free throw competition.

Nine Oklahoma Knights of
Columbus districts sent their best free
thrower shooters to St. Gregory’s
University for the State Free Throw
Championship. The event was held
March 8, and 64 boys and girls from
throughout the state joined in the fun
and excitement at the university field
house. Of those competing, 30 came
away with trophies for first-, second-
and third-place finishes. St. Gregory’s
University President Dr. David Wagie
made the trophy presentations. He
extended a warm welcome and
thanked the state officers and
Knights present for their work
throughout the state and for having
youth and family-oriented programs.

The free throw championship
starts in January at the council level
and is open to boys and girls ages 10-
14. A council can qualify up to 10
participants, one from each age
division, for their respective district
level competition, usually held in
February. District competition is
among the councils and the winners
here, as many as 10, advance to the
State Free Throw Championships. In
what could be a record, Council 12669

in Oklahoma City had a turnout of
168 boys and girls at Christ the King.
Free throw chairman David Jaran
was happy to see two council repre-
sentatives win a state trophy.

The state free throw champions
are as follows. The girls first-place
winners in ages 10-14 are Kelsi
Halbach, Claire Korte, Amber
Clayton, Tori Marshall and Kate
Andrews. Girls second-place winners
are Sarah Robin, Raely Ledet, Abbi
Dobson, Victoria Michalicka and Casi
Cornell. Girls third-place winners
are Katy Weaks, Olivia Westfahl,
Katarina Hartley, Stephanie Espolt
and Jessica Parrish.

Boys first-place winners in ages
10-14 are Jason Setter, John Kolar,
Clayton Kinsey, Tyler Mannering and
Austin Kretchmar. Boys second-place
winners are Jacob Mullins, Ricky
Bisson, Grant Newton, Matt Joelting
and Cody Coyle. Boys third-place
winners are Lane Cunningham, Lucas
Norris, Justin Tharp, Jason Bertels
and Marshal Golowenski.

The Oklahoma Knights would like
to thank St. Gregory’s University for
being a wonderful host. Thanks also to
all councils for being involved with
your youth and to the St. Gregory’s
University Knights Council 5354 for
their rebounding assistance.

Bob Waldrop

SGU Names Joe Murgo to Post 
SHAWNEE  — After an eight-month

nationwide search, St. Gregory’s University
has selected its new vice president for
institutional advancement. SGU’s executive
committee of its board of directors approved
earlier this month the hire of East Coast
native Joe Murgo.

Murgo will lead the institutional ad-
vancement team, which consists of develop-
ment, alumni relations and public relations.

“Mr. Murgo has a wealth of fundraising
and business experience, and we are excited
to have him on board at St. Gregory’s,” said
SGU President David Wagie, Ph.D.

“I look forward to working with Mr.
Murgo as we continue to build our resources
and complete our strategic plan in preparation for our centennial in
2013.”

Murgo has a successful history in executive fundraising and
fundraising  management, with  extensive  experience  in  cross-
functional management, business development, sales and marketing
and college teaching. Included in that experience is 30 years of senior
management assignments, 27 years in fundraising, 18 years in
Catholic education and 15 years as a college/university instructor.

At Father Flanagan’s Girls and Boys Town of New England, he
planned and designed a multimillion-dollar capital campaign. Murgo
also orchestrated a successful $68.2 million fundraising campaign as
vice president for advancement at Johnson and Wales University in
Providence, R.I., and its multi-state campus sites. Murgo earned both
his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Providence College in Rhode
Island.

Joe Murgo
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We Should Not Let Our Resume Become Our Identity 
I arrived at the career fair with

high hopes, 20 résumés and dozens of
story ideas turning in my mind.

I had prepared meticulously, iron-
ing my suit, straightening my hair,
frying everything into submission. I
had memorized the morning’s news,
donned my glasses for a scholastic
effect and applied a dab of lip gloss. I
was set.

The recruiters quickly lowered my
lofty expectations. The heavy hitters
weren’t exactly interested. Neither
were the middle-of-the-roaders. The
warmest reception I got came from
the editor of a teensy-tiny paper offer-
ing a year-long internship for meager
pay and no benefits. Is that all I’m
worth, I wondered as I filed into a
long line.

Finally my turn came to talk to
the recruiter of a big-time paper
where I had applied for an internship.
My application had arrived with
that much-hyped distinction, the
recommendation of a staff member,
and I was eager to follow up with an
in-person introduction.

The recruiter spent less time
reading my résumé than it had taken

to print, proceeding to point out
everything it lacked. “Come back in 10
years,” she growled.

As I walked home, a car raced by,
splattering mud on my heels and
shins. It felt like a physical expression
of the emotional damage the fair had
reaped.

The job hunt can be a rude
awakening to young adults with
super-supportive parents and super-
expensive degrees. Not only are many
head hunters hostile, so is much of the
job-searching advice.

“Your present résumé is probably
much more inadequate than you now
realize,” cautions one Web site. “A job
often attracts between 100 and 1,000
résumés these days, so you are facing
a great deal of competition.”

“No jewelry is better than cheap
jewelry,” another site asserts. And
when selecting attire, “avoid rayon
blends.”

Of course, that’s presuming you’re
lucky enough to land an interview.
There are a gazillion ways to fatally
botch a résumé: failing to state an
objective, foolishly stating a hobby,
overlooking a typo.

And whatever you do, don’t you
dare use high-quality résumé paper:
“Employers HATE pretentious parch-
ment paper. They think they’re phony
and toss them out.”

That is, be polished, but not too
polished. Get it? 

I’m watching friends conform to
these standards, stripping their color-
ful, three-dimensional personalities to
black bullet points. So much is lost
between the gifts we possess and the
credentials we submit.

The good news is our faith defies
all these silly rules. Enough with the
generic verbs and padded résumés,
St. Paul writes: “Stop lying to one
another … Here there is not Greek
and Jew, slave and free, but Christ is
all and in all.”

While career consultants preach
neutrality (one ring per hand, light

makeup), St. Paul urges us to pile it
on liberally. “Put on then, as God’s
chosen ones, holy and beloved, heart-
felt compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience.”

While career consultants induce
panic, St. Paul instills peace: “Let the
peace of Christ control your hearts.
And be thankful.”

We are thankful because we have
been granted the greatest mission on
earth. No matter what company name
is stamped on our paychecks, we are
ambassadors of Christ, “heralds im-
pelled by the Gospel,” as Pope
Benedict XVI put it last month.

God overlooks our typos, seeing us
for who we are — and who we might
become.

When we seek his kingdom first,
everything else is added onto us. Take
it from me: I survived that awful
career fair one year ago, and four
months later, the big-time paper that
had rejected me ran my article on its
front page.

Christina Capecchi is a freelance
writer from Inver Grove Heights,
Minn. E-mail her at christinacap-
@gmail.com.

Across Oklahoma
Reardon to Perform

OKLAHOMA CITY — Micheal Reardon will
perform April 2 at St. Eugene Catholic Church,
2400 W. Hefner Road, in a dramatic performance of
the Gospel of John. The 7 p.m. performance is free.
All are invited. Reardon has memorized the four
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, as well
as the Book of Revelation, and performs them
worldwide. Patrick Lane serves as director,
musician and lighting artist. The pair has
performed more than 1,000 times in cities
throughout the United States and Canada, as well
as Japan, China, Europe, Israel and Jerusalem. A
reception to meet the artists will follow.

Saint Mary’s Feast Set
GUTHRIE — St. Mary’s will host its third

annual Auction and Spaghetti Feast on Friday,
April 11 at the Logan County Fairgrounds. The
dinner starts at 5 p.m. with a live auction begin-
ning at 7:45. The silent auction runs from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. Tickets are $6 for adults and $4 for children
and may be purchased from St. Mary students or
at St. Mary School.

Summer Camp Available
OKLAHOMA CITY — St. Eugene’s would love

to have you join our summer camp program.
Our program is rich in spirituality and educated
exploration. We have a full-time program for ages
3 years to sixth grade that provides a loving,
caring and structured environment. We offer daily
activities, field trips and much more! Each week
has a specific theme and when not attending field
trips, we will have class activities that incorporate
fun with learning! 

We are excited to announce that we have
developed a special program for those going into
the seventh and eighth grades. This program is for
those interested in working with children. This is
the junior camp counselor program that will help
teach work ethics and Christian leadership skills.
If you think you would enjoy baby-sitting or would
like to foster a career working with children, this
is a great opportunity to gain valuable work
experience while still being well cared for. This
program is offered at a slight discount and allows
more flexibility with attendance.

We also offer a program in addition to the
camp, The Fun Adventure Series. You do not have
to be enrolled in our summer camp program to
participate in this series. This series allows
children to take additional classes over the course
of the summer. This series is specifically designed
for second- through eighth-grade students that
want to learn a new skill over the summer, like
baking, ethnic cooking, creative dance, tennis,
American sign language and beginners French.
These classes are taught by trained instructors
and are offered at a very affordable rate.

If you are interested in joining us this summer,
call 751-7115 Ext. 118, or e-mail any questions to
aliddiard@steugenes.org.

ESL Classes to Begin
OKLAHOMA CITY — ESL, Citizenship and

GED classes at El Centro de Oportunidades,
Mount St. Mary High School.

English classes begin April 15, Tuesday/-
Wednesday/Thursday, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., $30 for 12
weeks.

Citizenship classes begin April 16 on
Wednesdays, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., $30 for 6 weeks.

GED (in English): Classes continue April 16,
Wednesdays from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., FREE.

For more information, call Robyn at 609-2889.
Clases de inglés, ciudadanía, y GED en El

Centro de Oportunidades, Mount St. Mary High
School

Clases de inglés: empiezan el 15 de abril,
martes/miércoles/jueves 6:30-8:30pm, $30 por 12
semanas

Clases de ciudadanía: empiezan el 16 de
abril, miércoles 6:30-8:30pm, $30 por 6 semanas

GED (en inglés): clases continúen el 16 de
abril, miércoles 5:00-9:00pm, GRATIS

Para más información, llame a Robyn al 609-
2889.

Workshop Targets Healing From Abuse 
TULSA — A Mary’s Hope Introductory

Workshop to provide spiritual healing and
recovery from childhood sexual abuse will be held
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 19 at Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd, 8730 E. Skelly
Drive. The workshop is co-sponsored by the
Diocese of Tulsa. Fee is $50, and prepaid registra-
tion is required at maryshope@qwest.net or by
calling (303) 377-0293. The Association of
Professional Chaplains, the Oklahoma Board of
Licensed Social Workers and the University of
Tulsa have approved the workshop to provide
seven hours of certified education units. Contact
Dr. Mary Parker at (918) 749-6935. Those wishing
to visit the Mary’s Hope Web site may do so at
www.maryshope.org.

Twenty
Something
By Christina
Capecchi
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Holy Week

At the Chrism Mass on March 18, Archbishop Beltran accepts the Oil of Chrism presented by Bernie Valverde
of Saint Mary Parish in Clinton. Sooner Catholic Photo/Ray Dyer

A parishioner at Saint Philip Neri Church in Midwest City
has her feet washed by Father Timothy Fuller on Holy
Thursday.

With help from her dad, Joe Staudt, Meralyn reaches to touch the Crucifix during veneration celebrated on
Good Friday at Saint Mary Church in Guthrie. Sooner Catholic Photos/Cara Koenig

At Saint Philip Neri, Father Fuller accepts the Oil of the Sick
from Wendy Mendel that was blessed at Chrism Mass.

Holy 
Thursday
Good 

Friday
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Easter
Vigil

Deacon Paul Lewis holds the Easter Vigil Candle for Archbishop Beltran at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
At right, Catholics light their candles.

Father Thanh Nguyen welcomes an infant with
an Easter egg.

The Easter Vigil at the Cathedral included the
sacraments of confirmation and baptism as new
Catholics entered the Church. Sooner Catholic
Photos/Cara Koenig
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The Standing Box: Mom’s Lesson on Pride Not Forgotten  
Following my mom’s death in

January of 2007, I really felt that the
Philadelphia Phillies were destined to
reach the playoffs the following season.
Mom was a great fan and I saw her in
heaven pulling the Phillies through.
Still, I had no idea it would happen in
such a dramatic fashion.

The collapse by the New York Mets
that season made room for the Phillies,
but it also reminded me of another
amazing downfall which took place in
1964. That year it was the Phillies who
flopped. But this story really isn’t about
baseball, it’s about something else that
happened in 1964 and it involved me
and my mom. Just as a true baseball
fan never forgets a miracle season or a
total flop, this event is etched in my
brain for life.

I had just turned 10 years old and
with the arrival of September found
myself back in school. In our special
education unit we had the basic read-
ing, writing, math, phonics and more.
We also had physical and speech
therapy.

Part of the physical therapy for
some of us was the “standing box.”
Those who needed it would spend
about half an hour each day in the box,
with leg braces locked at the knees.
While in the standing box you could do
your class work.

I liked to
read in the
standing box. It
helped me to
pass the time. I
also liked to do
word searches
and crossword
puzzles. The
standing box
was a great way
to stretch one’s
hamstrings.

Like many physically disabled
people, since my childhood I have had
bouts with regularity. At such times,
Mom or Dad would give me what I, as
a child, called a, well never mind, let’s
just say it usually did the trick.

Mom woke me early that morning.
She said I needed a dose of her “magic
medicine” because I hadn’t been to the
bathroom for some time. I fought Mom.
“No, I will be fine.” Mom sensed my dis-
comfort. She even gave me the option to
stay home that day. I turned her down.

I just waved as I got on the bus
with its hydraulic lift. It went with-
out saying, given the options Mom
presented to me, that if I had an
accident that day, Mom would have a
long session taking her egg-turner to
my bare behind.

I made it to lunch without a

problem. But it was then that I realized
I had been set up. Mom had filled my
thermos with prune juice. By 1 p.m. I
was dying. The prune juice was doing
its job.

I heard Mom’s words in my
mind, “If you need to go, ask Mrs.
Barns.” Being a 10-year-old, I felt
uncomfortable asking someone outside
my family for help.

I think I would have made it
through the day except that it was my
turn in the standing box. It was about a
quarter past 1 when the physical
therapist said, “C’mon Billy, it’s your
turn in the standing box.”

A few minutes after my time in the
standing box, all hope was lost. Fear,
prune juice, embarrassment had all
conspired to do me in.

Embarrassed, I whispered to Mrs.
Barns what happened. She phoned my
folks. Mom woke Dad, who had just
come home from work. Dad picked me
in up in his station wagon. He was

silent on the drive home. As Dad
carried me into the house, I yelled, “I’m
sorry, Mom.” There was no response.

When Dad had finished bathing
me, he put my Phillies pajamas on me
(I proudly wore Jim Bunning’s number
14 on my back) and then placed me in
my bed.

Mom came into my room and
wheeled me into the bathroom. She sat
on the edge of the tub and began to
speak. “If I had insisted you get the
suppository this morning, smacking
your bottom before placing you on the
toilet, I could have prevented this
mess…” One other thing I recall my
Mom saying that night was: “By allow-
ing others to help you, you help them to
work out their salvation with God.”
Mom had told me this many times; that
evening, I heard and finally under-
stood. She also made good on the
promise to paddle my behind if I made
a mess, again driving home the point
that pride should not come between us
and those we need to seek help from.

All during the 2007 baseball season
I had prayed for Mom’s intercession
for our beloved Phillies. In amazing
fashion, the Phillies found their way
into the playoffs. Even though they lost
in the first round, I know Mom was
offering up our prayers.

Mom, it’s a new season.

From
Where I Sit
By Bill Zalot

A Drama of the Heart - Jesus’ Sacrifice Was Not Physical 
It is one thing to love when you feel

love around you, when others under-
stand you and are grateful for your
person and gifts; it is quite another
when everything around you speaks of
misunderstanding, jealousy, coldness
and hatred.

It is one thing to maintain your
ideals when they are shared by others,
when the gospel works for you, when
principle works out in practice; it is
quite another when it seems you are
alone in some ideal and when the
gospel appears to be delivering more
death than life.

It is one thing to keep your balance
when the rhythms of life support it,
when there is a healthy give and take
to things, when life is fair; it is quite
another when things are unfair, when
you are unjustly criticized, when every-
one else seems to have lost balance,
when, like on Good Friday, it gets dark
in the middle of the day.

It is one thing to be gracious when
those around you are respectful, warm
and fair; it is quite another when every-
one seems bitter, disrespectful, jealous
and cold.

It is one thing to bless others when
they want to receive that blessing,
when they hang on to your every word,
when they want to be in your company;
it is quite another when their very
glance speaks of loathing and when

they avoid you when
you come into a room.

It is one thing to
forgive others when
that forgiveness
seems fair, when it
isn’t impossible to
swallow the hurt,
when the wound
dealt you is not
mortal; it is quite
another to forgive
someone when it isn’t fair, when the
wound dealt you is mortal, when the
life being murdered is your own.

It is one thing to give your life over
to family, church, community and God
when you feel loved and supported by
them, when they seem worth the sacri-
fice, when you get a good feeling by
doing it; it is quite another thing when
you do not feel support, when it doesn’t
seem worthwhile, and when you feel no
other reason for doing it except truth
and principle.

These contrasts capture, in
essence, what Jesus did in the Garden
of Gethsemane and on the cross. His
passion was a drama of the heart, not
an endurance test for his body.

What made Jesus’ sacrifice, his
handing himself over, so special? 

We have, I think, focused too much
on the physical aspects of the crucifix-
ion to the detriment of what was

happening more deeply, underneath.
Why do I say that? Because none of the
gospels emphasize the physical suffer-
ings, nor indeed, in the fears he
expresses in conversations before his
death, does Jesus. What the gospels
and Jesus emphasize is his moral lone-
liness, the fact that he was alone,
betrayed, humiliated, misunderstood,
an object of jealousy and crowd
hysteria, a stone’s throw away from
everyone, that those who loved him
were asleep to what was really happen-
ing, that he was unanimity-minus-one.

And this moral loneliness, mocked
by those outside of it, tempted him
against everything he had preached
and stood for during his life and
ministry. What made his sacrifice so
special was not that he died a victim
of violence (millions die as victims
of violence and their deaths aren’t
necessarily special) nor that he refused
to use divine power to stop his death
(as he himself taught, that would have
proved nothing). What made his death
so special is that, inside of all the
aloneness, darkness, jealousy, misun-
derstanding, sick crowd hysteria, cold-
ness and murder, he held out, he gave
himself over, without bitterness, with-
out self-pity, holding his ideals intact,
gracious, respectful, forgiving, without
losing his balance, his meaning or his
message.

That’s the ultimate test and we
face it daily in many areas of our lives.

Some years ago, I was participating
in a forum debating a book on chastity.
The book, written by a woman still in
her early 20s, was a very idealistic one
and it urged young people to not have
sex before marriage, but to keep their
virginity as a special gift for their
partners in marriage. One of the
panelists, a very sincere woman, had
this reaction: “I like what this young
woman says and when my daughters
are in their teens I’ll have them read
this book, but what she says makes a
lot more sense when you are 20 years
old and know what you’re waiting for
than when you’re 39 years old and no
longer know what you’re waiting for!”

Jesus’ sacrifice was so special
because, long after the clock had run
out on everything and there seemed no
reason left to wait for anything, he still
held on, to his ideals, his balance, his
gracious, his forgiveness and his love.

The struggle to do that, to remain
faithful, is the real drama inside the
death of Jesus and in the end, it is a
struggle of the heart, not the body.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser,
theologian, teacher and award-
winning author, is president of the
Oblate School of Theology in San
Antonio. He can be contacted through
his Web site, www.ronrolheiser.com.

By Father
Ron Rolheiser

The Standing Box
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Life’s Baggage Can Help Us Carry Cross of Grace
A few weeks ago, an editor of

another diocesan paper sent me an e-
mail that affirmed something I had
already begun to suspect.

About the time my husband told
me he would be entering the Church, I
had a growing sense that the season of
writing for diocesan papers was over
for me. Each time I considered a new
subject matter for a possible article, I
would abandon the idea and think that
maybe there were no more articles in
me to write. Time has proven that to be
so. It seems I have come to the end of
the conversion story.

This particular editor was off base
in what he wrote, but God used him
anyway. While I disagreed with his
“concern” regarding my articles, I
realized that I had the confirmation I
needed that the writing season had
ended.

If you have read my articles for any
length of time, you know that I
frequently mention my father. (The
editor felt that I still carry baggage
from this loss and that it comes up
too frequently in my writing.) I have
mentioned my father many times, for
two reasons. First, I never know when
a new diocesan paper will decide to run

a column and an audience that is not
familiar with my journey will need
some background information in order
to understand more fully who I am and
why I write the kind of articles I write.
It is significant that my father was a
Wesleyan (fundamentalist) preacher
and later became a Presbyterian
(somewhat sacramental) preacher. It
matters that I was once married to an
associate United Methodist minister,
and that the marriage was annulled.
This is my history, and it formed my
early faith in significant ways.

Secondly, and most importantly, my
father’s illness, suffering and death
were the catalyst for my conversion.
That is huge, and it bears repeating
over and over.

If I have dad-baggage, it is not
bitterness or resentment or even sad-
ness. It is a piece of the cross — my
piece of the cross. And it has brought
me joy, peace, wisdom, reconciliation
and trust that God is in control even
when it seems everything is out of
control.

Many from my generation will
remember Corrie ten Boom. She was
sent to a concentration camp during
World War II, along with her father and

sister, for hiding Jews in a secret room
above her father’s clock shop. When the
soldiers came for them, Corrie was
separated from her father and learned
a few weeks later that he died in the
men’s camp. Her sister, Betsy, became
ill and died in the women’s infirmary.
Corrie was angry and bitter and filled
with hate, but as her sister was dying,
Betsy begged Corrie to forgive the
guards. Do not match their hate with
hate. Let this be a catalyst for grace,
sister.

Just weeks after Betsy’s death,
Corrie was released from the prison
camp — due to a clerical error. Shortly
after her release, all the women her age
were killed. Corrie spent the next half
of a century telling audiences world-
wide about her losses, and how they
were a venue for grace. She didn’t talk
about what happened last week or the

previous year; she had one story to tell
and she told it over and over.

There is no pit so deep that God’s
love is not deeper still. Yes, I have lost
much, but I have gained everything
that matters. That was Corrie’s
message.

And that is how I feel.
I don’t know what comes next — or

if anything will come next. Sometimes I
think I will have a more contemplative
life from this point forward. Sometimes
I think I will exchange writing for
speaking, as Corrie did. All I know is
this. I want to do whatever He tells me
to do. And I pray for the wisdom to
recognize it when it comes along.

You have been given a cross as
well. But that “baggage” doesn’t have to
be destructive. It may be your own cat-
alyst for conversion, your own venue for
grace. Lift high the cross. And you will
draw all men (and women) to Him.

Editor’s Note: Denise Bossert is the
mother of four children. She lives with
her husband in New Melle, Mo., where
she is a member of Immaculate Heart
of Mary Catholic Church. She writes a
monthly column for the St. Louis
Review.

Catholic
by Grace
By Denise
Bossert

Author Provides Lesson on Civil War’s Irish Brigade 
“God Help the Irish!” The History

of the Irish Brigade. Phillip Thomas
Tucker. Abilene, Texas: McWhiney
Foundation Press. 191 pages.
Paperback. February 2008. ISBN 978-
189311450-0. $16.95.

This is Phillip T. Tucker’s second
book published by McWhiney
Foundation Press on the Irish in
the Civil War. His first book was on
the Irish Confederates, which was
published in early 2007 titled Irish
Confederates: The Civil War’s
Forgotten Soldiers. The present book is
only about the Irish Brigade of the
Union Army while Tucker’s first book
looked at several units in the
Confederate Army. The Irish Brigade
was made of regiments from New York,
Pennsylvania and Massachusetts.
Nearly 150,000 Irishmen served in the
Union Army. Most of these Irishmen
were Roman Catholics, but not all.
Many of those in the Massachusetts
regiments of the Irish Brigade were
Protestants. Many of the Irish
Catholics serving in the Irish Brigade
were serving to prove to other
Americans that they were patriotic and
loyal to the United States. Many times
they were accused of having double
loyalties; that is to the pope and the
United States. Many Irishmen joined
the Union Army to gain experience in

fighting and learning how to be
soldiers so that they one day might go
back to Ireland and fight in a rebellion
against the English overlords of
Ireland. Some of the Irishmen, like
their first leader, Thomas Meagher,
were involved in earlier failed
rebellions. They wanted to gain more
military experience for their future
rebellion in Ireland.

The Irish Brigade was part of the
Army of the Potomac. They were
involved in the Peninsula Campaign
under Gen. George McClellan. The
Irish Brigade was also involved in the
horrendous Battle of Antietam where
the Irish Brigade was almost
destroyed. The Irish Brigade was in the
midst of the heaviest areas of the fight-
ing and many died, especially at the
infamous “Sunken Road.” The Irish
Brigade, along with the rest of the
Army of the Potomac, was under a new
commander after Antietam, Gen.
Ambrose Burnside. Burnside decided
to attack the Confederates who were
entrenched behind the town of
Fredericksburg on Marye’s Heights.
The Confederates, under Gen. Robert
E. Lee, had wonderful defensive
positions that had a clear view over the
plain outside of Fredericksburg that
lead up to their defenses. There
was hardly any protection for the
Union soldiers to hide behind. The
Irish Brigade was sent to take the
Confederate defenses on Marye’s

Height, but they were not able to get
too close to them. It was a horrible
slaughter. This is where an Irish
Confederate unit fought the Irish
Brigade.

The Irish Brigade was at the
Battle of Gettysburg. This was a new
and reconstituted brigade. Most of the
previous members were either dead or
wounded and out of action. The Irish
stood their ground against the
Confederates and helped to give Gen.
Lee a major defeat. The Irish Brigade
then was involved in the campaign
against the Army of Northern Virginia
which led them through the
Wilderness Campaign, the Battle of
Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor, the siege of
Petersburg and Richmond, and they
were at the surrender of Gen. Lee to
Gen. Grant at Appomattox Court
House.

The men of the Irish Brigade were
very heroic and patriotic. They loved
their new country and wanted to help
save the Union. They also wanted to
show they were loyal. The men of the
Irish Brigade suffered a lot during
the Civil War. Many were killed or

wounded. Some of the wounded were
seriously wounded and suffered from
their wounds for the rest of their lives.
The Irish Brigade suffered a high rate
of number of deaths and wounded
compared to other units in the Union
Army. That is why Tucker’s title is
appropriate. Tucker shows that the
men were loyal to their Church and the
Roman Catholic Church was loyal to
them. There were several Catholic
priests who served as chaplains. Some
were willing to risk their lives to
provide the Sacraments to the dying.

There are several black and white
photos from the Civil War period.
There are also drawings from that
period. There are some maps. There is
a bibliography and an index. On the
cover of the book is a color illustration
of the Irish Brigade flying the
American flag and the green flag of the
Irish Brigade. This book is highly
recommended to those interested in
the Civil War, the Irish in the Civil
War and Roman Catholics in the Civil
War.

Phillip Thomas Tucker is an
historian for the U.S. Air Force in
Washington, D.C., and has written 15
books on the Civil War, the Irish, and
African American history.

He is the author of Westerners in
Gray (2007), Irish Confederates (2007),
Stormin Little Round Top (2002),
Cubans in the Confederacy (2002), and
others.

Brother’s
Review
By Brother
Benet Exton,
O.S.B.
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JOBS BOX
Accountant 

Archdiocesan Business Office is seeking
a degreed accountant, Great Plains Software
experience a plus. Interested candidates can fax a
letter of interest, resume and references to David
Johnson at (405) 709-2711 or by mail, P.O. Box
32180, Oklahoma City 73123.

Summer Camp Bus Driver Needed
St. Eugene’s Summer Camp Program is

looking for a part-time bus driver who is certified
to drive a standard, passenger bus for up to 40
children. Copy of certification and Safe Environ-
ment a must. The position would begin June 2
and go through Aug. 1. For more information or to
apply, call 751-7115 Ext. 118 or e-mail aliddiard@-
steugenes.org.

Part-time Business Manager
St. Thomas More University Parish,

Norman, is seeking a part-time business manager
to coordinate the functions and operations of the
parish office and its ministries. Hours are flexible
with the possibility of full time. For more informa-
tion, contact Gloria Olivero at 321-0990, or
glory@stm-ou.org.

Groundskeeper Needed
National Shrine of the Infant Jesus of

Prague has an opening for a groundskeeper/
facilities maintenance person. Responsibilities
include: maintain the Shrine grounds including
trees, shrubs, grass, sidewalks, parking lots; snow
removal; painting; general handyman and other
duties as needed. Must be physically able to lift at
least 60 pounds and willing to work outdoors in all
weather conditions. Some weekend and evening
hours may be required. Salary commensurate with
experience. To apply, send resume to National
Shrine of the Infant Jesus of Prague, P.O. Box 488,
Prague, Okla. 74864 or e-mail: shrine_iop@hot-
mail.com.

Center of Family Love Openings
The Center of Family Love in Okarche has

immediate openings for the following: Individual
Program Coordinator — Wednesday through
Friday and on weekends. Responsible for the well-
being of several residential clients. Direct Care
Technicians — Wednesday through Friday and on
weekends. Habilitation Specialists — Wednes-
day through Friday and on weekends. College
graduate is preferred. Two to four years experience
in working with clients with developmental disabil-
ities is ideal. Competitive wages, training and a
paid time-off program. To apply, call John Isenegger
at 263-4658, fax résumé to 263-4563 or apply in
person at the Center of Family Love at 635 Texas,
Okarche, Okla. 73762. EOE

Youth Ministry Coordinator
Holy Spirit Church, Mustang, a friendly,

growing parish, seeks a full-time, mature and
experienced practicing Catholic as youth coordina-
tor for all youth, DRE for grades 9-12, Coordinator
of Confirmation program, and Whole Community
Catechesis team member. Bachelor’s degree in
theology or religious education, or CMD certifica-
tion or desire to obtain same required. Mail resume,
references and letter of interest to Father Jim, Holy
Spirit Church, P.O. Box 246, Mustang 73064.

Cafeteria Manager
Sacred Heart Catholic School, Oklahoma

City, has an opening for a cafeteria manager for the
2008-09 school year. SHCS is a PK to eighth-grade
school with 165 students. Manager is responsible
for menu planning, ordering, preparing and serving

breakfasts and lunches. Food service license is
required. Experience working with the federal
lunch program is preferred. The position has
excellent pay and benefits. Call Joana Camacho at
(405) 634-5673 for an application. SHCS is located
at 2700 S. Shartel.

Second-Grade Teacher 
Sacred Heart Catholic School, Oklahoma

City, has an opening for a second-grade teacher to
join an exceptional school community. Applicants
must be practicing Catholics in good standing with
the Church and be certified in the state of
Oklahoma. Call the school office at (405) 634-5673
for an application or send resume to Joana
Camacho, SHCS, 2700 S. Shartel, OKC 73109.

Part-Time Music Teacher
Bishop John Carroll is seeking a dynamic

part-time music teacher for the 2008-09 school year.
Applicant must be enthusiastic and willing to moti-
vate students to do their personal best and have the
ability to work with the director of music at the
Cathedral for school Mass. Liturgy planning and
basic liturgy skills helpful. Contact Connie Diotte
at (405) 525-0956 or fax resume to (405) 523-3053.

Elementary School Principal
St. James School in Oklahoma City is seeking

a principal who will be a faith leader as well as
academic leader for the school. St. James has pre-
K3 through eighth grade and enrolls approximate-
ly 190 students. Applicant must: 1) be a practicing
Catholic; 2) have a master’s degree in educational
administration or a related field or be working
toward such a degree; 3) have a minimum of three
years teaching experience, preferably in a Catholic
school. Salary is based on qualifications and
experience. Position available June 1. For an appli-
cation, contact Office of the Superintendent, P.O.
Box 32180, Oklahoma City 73123, call (405) 721-
4202, or contact mdubey@catharchdioceseokc.org.

Elementary School Principal
St. Mary’s School in Ponca City is seeking a

principal who will be a faith leader as well as
academic leader for the school. St. Mary’s has pre-
school through eighth grade and enrolls approxi-
mately 150 students. Applicant must: 1) be a
practicing Catholic; 2) have a master’s degree in
educational administration or a related field or be
working toward such a degree; 3) have a minimum
of three years teaching experience, preferably in a
Catholic school. Salary is based on qualifications
and experience. Position available June 1. For an
application, contact Office of the Superintendent,
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City 73123, call (405)
721-4202, or contact mdubey@catharchdiocese-
okc.org.

Teacher Needed 
Volunteer English teacher needed for the

Father Rother Parochial School in Santiago Atitlán,
Guatemala. Room and board provided. For more
information, call Father Tony Taylor at (405) 517-
2303.

Teacher Sought
Sacred Heart Catholic School in El Reno is

seeking a pre-kindergarten teacher. Applicants
must have a license or certification in Early
Childhood. Submit resumes to Principal Statton,
210 S. Evans, El Reno, Okla. 73036, or fax to (405)
262-3818.

Controller
St. Gregory’s University has an immediate

opening for the position of controller. Position is

responsible for maintaining, analyzing and summa-
rizing general ledger accounts, preparing financial
statements, coordinating year-end audits, oversee-
ing and verifying reconciliations on a monthly basis
for payroll liability accounts, including taxes and
benefits, keeping supervisor informed of all
concerns regarding budget deficits, overages, com-
pliance issues, other duties as assigned. Bachelor’s
in accounting or finance strongly preferred, a CPA
is required. Must have at least five years relevant
work experience. Must be familiar with GAAP and
have a general understanding of financial aid com-
pliance issues. Strong supervisory skills required.
Excellent organizational, management, inter-
personal and communication skills required. Send
cover letter, resume and references to St. Gregory’s
University, Human Resources Director, 1900
W. MacArthur, Shawnee 74804, or e-mail hr@st-
gregorys.edu. EOE

Admissions Counselor
St. Gregory’s University has an immediate

opening for the position of admissions counselor.
Must have exceptional communication skills as well
as detailed organizational skills. Job duties include
extensive travel to high schools as well as junior
colleges, meeting or exceeding application, admis-
sion and enrollment goals. Other duties include
transcript evaluation for admission, awarding of
academic scholarships, meeting with parents and
potential students during campus tours, assisting
parents and students with FAFSA financial aid and
evaluating the financial aid packet with students
and parents. Bachelor’s degree is required with
prior experience preferred. Overnight trips and
some weekend work required. Send cover letter,
resume and references to St. Gregory’s University,
Human Resources Director, 1900 W. MacArthur,
Shawnee 74804, or e-mail hr@stgregorys.edu.

Financial Aid Director
St. Gregory’s University has an immediate

opening for financial aid director. Responsible
for managing all federal, state and institutional
student aid programs; supervising loan programs;
and supervising, training and evaluating financial
aid personnel. Bachelor’s degree required, with
advanced degree desired. Minimum of two years
experience in financial aid work at the college level.
Excellent organizational, management, inter-
personal and communication skills required.
Send cover letter, resume and references to St.
Gregory’s University, Human Resources Director,
1900 W. MacArthur, Shawnee 74804, or e-mail
hr@stgregorys.edu.

Assistant Professor, Political Science
St. Gregory’s University is seeking qualified

applicants for a full-time, tenure-track position in
political science, beginning August 2008. Ph.D. in
political science (or related field) is strongly pre-
ferred; ABD will be considered. Teach Government
of the U.S. and upper level political science
electives. Ability to develop/teach courses in public
administration, economics, sociology/social change/-
community organization is desirable, knowledge of
Catholic social teaching, willingness to facilitate
Tradition and Conversation seminars. Candidates
must be willing to contribute to the Catholic and
Benedictine identity of the university. Send letter
of application, vita, transcripts, statement of teach-
ing philosophy and three letters of recommendation
to Father Robert A. Busch, Ph.D., VP for Academic
Affairs. Application materials may be sent to
hr@stgregorys.edu, St. Gregory’s University, 1900
W. MacArthur Drive, Shawnee 74804.
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30 Divine Mercy Sunday

31 Mount St. Mary Home Soccer
Game vs Kingfisher, 5:30 p.m.

31 Mount St. Mary Home
Baseball Game vs SWCA, 4 p.m.

1 Eucharistic Adoration at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, NW 32nd and Western, every
Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to noon. The
Rosary is said every weekday at 2:30
p.m. All are welcome.

1 An Invitation to Catholics to
Come Home. Beginning April 1 at
6 p.m. in the Kastner room at St.
Charles Church, we will meet for
five informal group discussions. We
welcome Catholics who no longer
attend Mass regularly and those
who have issues with the Church
that they would like to discuss.

1 Mount St. Mary Home Soccer
Game vs Heritage Hall, girls, 5:30
p.m., boys, 7:30 p.m.

1 Mount St. Mary Home Baseball
Game vs Meeker, 4:30 p.m.

2 Micheal Reardon to Perform at
St. Eugene Catholic Church, 2400
W. Hefner Road, in a dramatic
performance of the Gospel of John.
The 6:30 p.m. performance is free. All
are invited.

2 McGuinness Home Baseball
Game vs Santa Fe South, 4:30 p.m.

4 Holy Family Home Mass, 11:30
a.m., Holy Family Home, 6821 Eddie
Drive, Midwest City, (405) 523-3000.

4 First Friday Adoration at St.
Francis of Assisi in Oklahoma City.
After the 7:30 a.m. Mass and
concludes at 5:30 p.m. with closing
prayer and Benediction. This is open
to all. St. Francis is located at 1910
NW 19th (just two blocks east of
Penn), Oklahoma City.

4 First Friday Sacred Heart Mass
at the Catholic Pastoral Center.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
is at 5:30 p.m. with the Sacrament of
Reconciliation available prior to
Mass. Mass is at 7 p.m. Those
wanting to learn more about First
Friday Devotion and the practice of
consecrating the family and home to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus will find
materials available after Mass. For

more information, call the Office of
Family Life at (405) 721-8944 or
Diane Grim at (405) 528-6252.

5 Archdiocesan Youth Rally at St.
Gregory’s University.

5 Mass in Tagalog. St. Paul the
Apostle Catholic in Del City will
celebrate Mass in Tagalog (Filipino)
at 7 p.m. each Saturday. A potluck
dinner will occasionally follow Mass.
All are welcome.

5 McGuinness Home Baseball
Game vs Blanchard, 12 p.m.

7 Mount St. Mary Home Soccer
Game vs Harding Charter Prep,
girls, 5:30 p.m., boys, 7:30 p.m.

7 McGuinness Home Baseball
Game vs Tuttle, 4:30 p.m.

8 McGuinness Boys Home Soccer
Game vs Harding Fine Arts, 7:30
p.m.

8 McGuinness Girls Home Soccer
Game vs Harding, 6 p.m.

8 Mount St. Mary Home Baseball
Game vs CHA, 4:30 p.m.

9 Mount St. Mary Home Baseball
Game vs Santa Fe South, 4:30 p.m.

10 Mount St. Mary Home Soccer
Game (Senior Night) vs OCS, girls,
5:30 p.m. boys, 7:30 p.m.

11 Mount St. Mary Home
Baseball Game vs Capitol Hill, 4
p.m.

11 McGuinness Home Soccer
Game vs Clinton, girls, 6 p.m., boys,
7:30 p.m.

12 The Benedictine Oblates of
Red Plains Monastery will meet
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. They join the
Community for Vespers, followed by a
potluck dinner. For more information,
contact Sister Eunice at 373-4565 or
osbokc@ionet.net.

12 Healing for the Caregiver’s
Heart Workshop, 9 a.m. to noon.
Grief professional Bob Willis uses the
medium of clay in guiding persons to
experience some respite from the
fatigue of caregiving. Red Plains
Monastery, southwest of Piedmont, in
the red Art Barn. All materials are
provided. Call 373-4739 to register.
Fee: $65, includes non-refundable
deposit of $20.

12 Mount St. Mary Home
Baseball Game vs Casady, 7:30 p.m.

12 Open House from 2 to 4 p.m. at
Villa Teresa School, Oklahoma City.

MARCH

APRIL

Death Should Not Be Feared 
For some reason the United States

has made a demon out of death.
Death is a reality that we all will face
at some time. Our criminal justice
system seems to think that putting a
person to death is a punishment.

Recently a jury in Norman con-
victed a man of brutally killing a
precious child and gave him the death
penalty. The pain and grief the family
of this child has gone through is
beyond words. Nothing hurts like the
tragic loss of a child. Only time and
prayer will make their loss bearable.

In receiving the death penalty,
this man is automatically in line for
several appeals and this is a long,
drawn-out process and consumes both
time and money and will likely go on
for years.

It is our hope that those of us who
claim to be civilized Christians would
be a step above those who commit the
terrible act of murder. Give those
guilty of terrible crimes the punish-
ment of life without parole. This
eliminates the costly process of
appeals, and most importantly,
removes the terrible possibility of
executing an innocent human being.

Pray that our legislators come to

realize the ugly nature of prison life,
especially life without parole. Remove
the death penalty from our criminal
justice system and let God do His
work when and how He sees fit.

God bless you all.
Editor’s Note: Jim Fowler has

fought to end the death penalty in
Oklahoma for years. His son, Mark
was executed by the state of Oklahoma
for his role in the deaths of three
people during a grocery store robbery.
A few years later, the man convicted of
killing his mother was awaiting
execution on Oklahoma’s death row
when DNA evidence proved he was not
the killer. Since then Fowler has
dedicated himself to ending capital
punishment in our state. He argues
life without parole follows with
Church teaching on the issue. Jim can
be reached at ja2bears@cox.net.

Life.
Period.
By Jim Fowler

WASHINGTON — Cardinal
Francis George, president of the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB), expressed “pro-
found shock and sorrow” on behalf of
the U.S. bishops following the death of
Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho at
the hands of his kidnappers. The body
of Archbishop Rahho, who was
kidnapped last month as he was leav-
ing a church in Mosul, Iraq, was dis-
covered recently at the northern edge
of the city, according to news reports.
Archbishop Rahho’s two companions
and driver were killed during the
February attack.

In a letter to the Patriarch of
Babylon of the Chaldeans, His
Beatitude Emmanuel III Delly,
Cardinal  George  called  the
killing “callous” and one which
“demonstrates the particularly harsh
realities faced by Christians in Iraq
and the lack of security faced by all
Iraqis.”

Cardinal George offered prayers
of consolation to the Chaldean
Catholic Patriarch and for the
Chaldean Church in Iraq and assured
him that the U.S. bishops stood in
solidarity with him during this
troubling time.

U.S. Bishops Express Shock Over Killing

Office to Host Conference Aimed at Youth
OKLAHOMA CITY — On April

19, The Office of Family Life is spon-
soring a Sexual Assault Awareness
and Prevention Conference, “Straight
Talk,” for youth and parents. Ben
Atherton-Zeman, a nationally known
and popular actor, will present a one-
man play: “Voices of Men,” to educate
youth and parents about the
epidemic of violence in dating. Go to
www.voicesofmen.org, to view clips of
his work. Break-out sessions will

include technology safety and the con-
sequences of negative use; cutting
and suicide: how to recognize,
question and prevent; and many more
subjects that are facing our teens and
young adults.

There will also be a panel of
experts of various fields to answer
questions for both youth and parents.
Call the Office of Family Life at (405)
721-8944 for more information. Cost
will be only $5 to cover lunch.
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McGuinness Gymnast Lands Spot on Irish National Team

OKLAHOMA CITY — Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School,
home of the Fighting Irish, is also home
to nationally ranked gymnast and
Olympic hopeful Rohan Sebastian.
Sebastian, a junior, will represent
Ireland in the Junior European
Nationals in May.

Born in Ireland, Sebastian and his
sister, Natayla, have dual citizenship.
While researching colleges online for
Natalya, Sebastian’s mother, Veronique
Sebastian, passively e-mailed Irish
Gymnastics to inquire about their
program. Though she did mention her
son was a Level 10 gymnast, the
highest level in the United States, she
said she did not expect the response
she received from her two-line e-mail.

As a result of her e-mail, Sebastian
and his parents traveled to Ireland in
January where they toured facilities,
met coaches and Sebastian worked out
with the team.

At that time, Sebastian was invited
to compete for Ireland. The Junior
European Nationals, which will be held
in Switzerland, will be his first inter-
national meet.

Though Sebastian’s initial reason
for taking such a serious interest in
gymnastics was the possibility of a
college scholarship, he now dreams of
the Olympics.

“(The Olympics) were never like a
real thought,” Sebastian said. “I was
always going to work as hard as I could
at gymnastics. A college scholarship

was more realistic. A college scholar-
ship was the reason I guess that I did it
so much in high school. But now that
the Ireland thing has opened up, the
Olympics are a definite shot. With the
U.S., it’s never definite no matter how
good you are because it’s so competitive
and you have to peak at the exact
time.”

Veronique Sebastian said the U.S.
Men’s Gymnastics team is comprised
mainly of gymnasts who are excep-tion-
al in one particular gymnastics event.
She said there are few all-around gym-
nasts.

“Rohan is truly an all-around
gymnast,” Veronique Sebastian said.

In February, Sebastian, 16,
competed in Las Vegas in his first 16- to
18-year-old meet. He placed fourth all
around, and he placed in all six events

except pommel horse.
Sebastian placed 12th in the nation

last May when he competed in the
Junior Olympic Nationals, and he
placed fourth in vault. At that time, he
was competing in the 14- to 15-year-old
age bracket.

On the advice of his coaches,
Sebastian has opted to forego compet-
ing in this year’s Junior Olympic
Nationals so that he can compete in the
Junior European Championships.

“I won’t ever get that opportunity
again because it’s just 16- to 17-year-
olds and it’s only held every two years,
so the next time I’ll be too old,”
Sebastian said.

By representing Ireland, Sebastian
will have the chance to compete
in many international gymnastics
events, including next year’s World

Championships.
On an average day, Sebastian

trains 3 1/2 to four hours with his
coach, Russian gymnast Ivan Ivankov,
a two-time world champion who
coaches at Bart Connor Gymnastics
Academy. Despite the hours, Sebastian
said this is nothing compared with his
competitions’ training schedule.

“They train 36 to 40 hours a week,”
Sebastian said. “School is secondary.
Gymnastics is their main purpose.”

For Sebastian, academics are his
primary focus. He wants to attend
medical school and became a trans-
plant surgeon like his father, Anthony.

Though balancing academics and
the rigorous training schedule is a
challenge, Veronique Sebastian said
her son has learned to juggle both
while also maintaining good grades
and taking honors classes.

“Gymnastics has brought so much
balance to his life,” Veronique
Sebastian said.

However, both Sebastian and his
mother agree that this balance could
not be maintained without the help of
the Bishop McGuinness staff.

Without the support of Principal
David Morton and counselor Ann
Bleything, who organizes his school
schedule, Sebastian said, none of this
would be possible.

So whether it is talent, dedication
or the luck of the Irish, it all seems to
be falling into place for Sebastian. As
Veronique Sebastian said of her son’s
opportunity to compete for Ireland: “It
seems like it was meant to be.”

By Kelly Matteson
For the Sooner Catholic

Rohan Sebastian, fourth from the left, is pictured with members of the Irish national
gymnastics team and their coach.

Father Thomas McSherry portrays St.
Patrick in the annual St. Pat’s Parade
held in downtown Oklahoma City. Photo
courtesy/The Daily Oklahoman 

Knights of Columbus members carried the flags of the United States, the Papal Flag and
Oklahoma in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

Saint
Patrick’s

Day
Parade 
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