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Go Make Disciples

El Reno Sacred Heart Catholic School 
presents “Living Stations”

Saint Gregory’s new president 
takes leap of faith

For Michael Scaperlanda, career 
choices have always been a bit of a 
surprise – an unexpected adventure 

with rewards far beyond expectations.
So, when the opportunity arose to be-

come the 16th president of Saint Gregory’s 
University, a small Catholic liberal arts 
college east of Oklahoma City, the 56-year-
old lawyer and professor took another leap 
of faith.  

“God has graced me with experiences and 
gifts, and all of those things are coming 
together,” Scaperlanda said. “I care about 
Catholic education, I care about Saint 
Gregory’s and I care about Oklahoma. I 
knew this could be a great Catholic insti-
tution – it had the bones with the strategic 
plan – and now we have to put flesh on it.”

Scaperlanda became president on May 
16, 2016, just a few weeks after the resig-
nation of former president Greg Main, who 
left the post due to health reasons. Scaper-
landa’s official inauguration will be March 
21 in the Don and Jenetta Sumner Field 
House on the SGU campus in Shawnee 
with Mass celebrated that morning in the 
Abbey church by Archbishop Coakley.  

“This will be a celebration of the univer-
sity,” he said. “Earning a degree at Saint 
Gregory’s is not just a four-year invest-
ment, it’s a launching pad for 60 or 70 
years of life. We’re serious about getting the 
word out.” 

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

 Oklahoma 
Catholic Women’s 
Conference 2017
Oklahoma Catholic women are 

invited to hear from an expert on 
Joan of Arc, meet an EWTN TV 
and radio host and learn from a 
mother of 10 children at the 2017 
Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Con-
ference in March. The 10th annual 
conference will be March 25 at the 
Reed Center in Midwest City.

The conference will include a 
morning Mass with Archbishop 
Coakley, adoration, reconciliation 
and a vendor area. Participants 
are encouraged to bring donations 
for Sanctuary Women’s Develop-
ment Center, a service of Catholic 
Charities that provides resources 
and support for low-income and 
homeless women and children. 
Donations requested include 
personal hygiene products, baby 
supplies and gift cards for gas and 
groceries. 

Four general sessions, featuring 
the nationally known speakers are 
scheduled, and vendors will be 
selling books, clothing and reli-
gious items.

Speakers and topics of the gen-
eral sessions are:

Siobhan Nash-Marshall
“Joan of Arc and the Sacred-

ness of Nations,” “Joan of Arc for 
Today”

Nash-Marshall is a professor of 
philosophy and the Mary T. Clark 
Chair of Christian Philosophy 
at Manhattanville College. She 
earned her two doctorate degrees 
from Fordham University and the 
Università Cattolica di Milano. 

Gloria Purvis
“From Adoration to Conversion”

continued on page 6

For Lent, the middle school 
students at Sacred Heart Catho-
lic School in El Reno will present 
“Living Stations of the Cross” every 
Friday. 

“This is one of most profound 
and moving prayer exercises that 
we do. We have everyone involved 
from 3 year olds to senior citizens. 
The middle school students dress 
in costume and the stations are 
held in a circle in the school gym,” 
said Shannon Statton, Sacred 
Heart principal.   

Sacred Heart parish is just as 

active for the Lenten season. This 
year will be the 42nd year for 
Catholic Relief Services Operation 
Rice Bowl, in which the parish and 
school will participate.

After the stations provided by 
students each Friday, the parish 
will offer a free meatless meal that 
is open to the public.  

“This program has continued to 
grow in popularity,” said Holly Ea-
ton, public relations director.   

Contact (405) 262-2284 or 
Holly@aigok.com.   

Charles Albert is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Scaperlanda to be inaugurated March 21

continued on page 8



The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a Learn more about Mount 
St. Mary Catholic High 
School from MSM’s Prin-
cipal Talita DeNegri over 
a light breakfast and cup 
of coffee 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. 
March 8 at MSM. Contact 
Diane Wilson at dwilson@
mountstmary.org.

a The Catholic Women’s 
Activities Club will meet 
at 11:30 a.m. March 9 at 
Epiphany of the Lord Patio 
Room. Rev. Bill Pruitt will 
speak on his trip to Ant-
arctica. All Catholic women 
are welcome. Contact Mary 
(405) 495-4739, okweltoys@
sbcglobal.net.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Recall the biblical story of suffering Job. When 
Job’s three friends heard of his afflictions they set 
out to visit him. But, when they arrived to con-
sole their friend “they sat down upon the ground 
with him seven days and seven nights, but none of 
them spoke a word to him; for they saw how great 
was his suffering” (Job 2:11-13). 

How often in the face of profound suffering and 
anguish do we struggle to find the appropriate 
words to console and show our compassion for 
others. Sometimes just being present is enough. 
It’s certainly a good start. Simply a willingness to 
be with others in their suffering demonstrates our 
solidarity with them and assures them they are not 
bearing their burden alone. This is a profoundly 
human response in the face of suffering. It shows 
respect without attempting to minimize, demonize 
or explain away suffering. 

As Christians we find still deeper motives for 
bearing one another’s burdens. Saint Paul teach-
es us that we are all 
members of Christ’s 
body. Using the analo-
gy of the human body 
he says, “If one member 
suffers, all the mem-
bers suffer with it.” A 
sprained ankle or an 
aching tooth makes the 
whole body miserable! 
God so constructed 
the body that each 
member “may have the 
same concern for one 
another” (1Cor. 12:12-
27). Elsewhere he says, 
“Bear one another’s burdens and so you will fulfill 
the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2).

Today, many members of the Body of Christ here 
in Oklahoma are suffering anguish and fear in our 
midst. I am speaking of our immigrant commu-
nity. Thousands of our brothers and sisters live 
each day in fear for themselves or family members 
who are without legal protection because they are 
undocumented. This is a neuralgic topic in today’s 
politically charged and deeply polarized climate. I 
am aware that this column probably will result in 
many defensive reactions. It is not my intention to 
provoke.

The simple fact is that rumors of mass depor-
tations, the fear of raids to round up the undoc-
umented in our homes and neighborhoods, in 
workplaces and even in churches and schools 
have resulted in an understandable fear and 

even a sense of panic 
throughout much of 
the United States and 
Oklahoma. 

Who are these peo-
ple? It’s easy to demon-
ize nameless, faceless 
persons. But, these 
persons are parents 
with students in our 
schools. They are our neighbors. They are business 
owners and laborers. They sit next to us at Mass 
and serve in virtually every ministry in our parish-
es. They volunteer and they pay taxes. 

Unfortunately, most of them are invisible be-
cause they fear exposing themselves to the risk of 
deportation and separation from family and com-
munity. This renders them even more vulnerable 
to exploitation. It makes our communities less safe 
because it discourages undocumented persons 

from reporting crimes in their com-
munities and cooperating with law 
enforcement in solving crimes and 
bringing criminals to justice. Fear 
drives people into the shadows. 

So what are we to do? Whether 
readers are aware of it or not, virtu-
ally every one of us knows someone 
who is living with this fearful uncer-
tainty. We need to acknowledge that 
this affects us all. 

As archbishop, I am calling on all 
of our parishes to pray for a just 
and compassionate resolution to the 
immigration and refugee stalemate 
we are experiencing in our nation. 

We must never forget that we are a nation of im-
migrants. We welcome the stranger. This is part of 
the authentic “American exceptionalism” of which 
we all can be proud. 

I am pledging the services of our Catholic Chari-
ties of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. Catholic 
Charities offers counseling and legal services to 
those immigrants and parishes looking for an-
swers and guidance as well as to families affected 
by separation from loved ones. We will continue to 
provide advocacy on the state and federal level to 
promote justice for immigrants and all vulnerable 
persons.

First and foremost, however, we will continue to 
accompany our vulnerable brothers and sisters in 
their suffering, fear and anguish. 

As Christians we are all called to bear one anoth-
er’s burdens. It’s what we do. 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Bearing one another’s burdens

For world, national, tribal and 
local leaders, that God would 
enlighten their decisions to build 
communities marked by true 
peace and understanding. 

For all teachers, priests, sis-
ters, brothers, deacons, parish 
leaders and all who work to 
build the Church among African 
American, American Indian and 
Alaska Native communities, that 
God will bless them.

Lord, hear our prayer.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

March 5 – Rites of Election, 2 p.m., 4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
March 6-7 – Spring Clergy Days, Catholic Pastoral Center
March 7 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
March 8 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., St. Charles Borromeo, OKC
March 9 – Archdiocesan School Board meeting, 7:30 a.m., CPC
March 9 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
March 10 – Lunch with leaders from Mercy Health Center, 11:30 a.m., CPC
March 11 – Confirmation, 2 p.m., St. Peter, Guymon
March 11 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., Good Shepherd, Boise City
March 14 – Department directors meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
March 14 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
March 14 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
March 18 – ACCW Women of Achievement Mass and luncheon, 11 a.m., St. James the Greater, OKC
March 18 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., St. Joseph, Norman
March 19 – Mass for Solemnity of St. Joseph, 10 a.m., St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC

“As archbishop, I am call-
ing on all of our parishes 
to pray for a just and com-
passionate resolution to the 
immigration and refugee 
stalemate we are experienc-
ing in our nation.” 
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton teacher 
recognized for dedication, passion

Black and Indian Mission collection bolsters 
programs in archdiocese

American Indian 
Catholic Outreach

Deacon Roy Callison, 
Coordinator
(918) 822-3255
rcallison@archokc.org

 Marshall Wade, the music teacher at 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School 
in Edmond, recently was honored as a 
NextGen Under 30 recipient. The award, 

now in its sixth 
year, recognizes 
and encourages 
the next gener-
ation of inno-
vative, creative 
and inspiring 
individuals in 
various careers. 
Award winners 
are selected 
based upon 
their contri-
bution to their 
communities. 

According 
to Don Swift, 
publisher of iON 
Oklahoma On-
line and founder 
of the NextGen 

Under 30 Oklahoma Awards, within four 
years this generation is projected to make 

up nearly half of the workplace.
This year, judges selected 296 winners 

among the 16 categories. Winners were 
honored at an awards dinner and banquet 
in downtown Oklahoma City.

“I am honored to receive this award and 
to represent the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City and Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton,” Wade 
said. “I consider it an honor to work with 
young people and truly believe that they 
deserve the absolute best and I am thankful 
to be a part of their journey!” 

Wade graduated from the Classen School 
of Advanced Studies and earned a bach-
elor’s degree in music education from the 
University of Oklahoma. He is earning his 
master’s degree in education, with an em-
phasis on educational leaders and adminis-
tration at Southern Nazarene University.

Christain Pearson, himself a NextGen Un-
der 30 award winner, nominated Marshall. 

“I saw the sheer number of hours he puts 
in for educational purposes,” Pearson said. 
“He also has a long-term vision. He is get-
ting his master’s degree to open doors down 
the road, so he can work in administration. 
He is just so passionate about 

By Judy Hilovsky 
The Sooner Catholic

Marshall Wade 
stands with Gov. 
Mary Fallin (above) 
and prepares for 
music class (right). 
Wade, the music 
teacher at Saint 
Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic School in 
Edmond, recently 
was honored as a 
NextGen Under 30 
recipient. Photos 
provided.

continued on page 10

In 1884, the U.S. Catholic 
Bishops established a charity to 
support the mission work among 
African-American, American Indi-
an and Alaska Native people. The 
charity organized a national col-
lection for what became the Black 
and Indian Mission Office. 

Today, the annual Black and 
Indian Mission Collection helps 
with grants to operate schools, 
establish parish-based catechet-
ical programs, support teachers, 
encourage vocations to priesthood 
and religious life, sponsor events 
and other missionary needs. The 
generosity of the Catholic faith-
ful enables the Black and Indian 
Mission Office to build the Body 
of Christ in dioceses throughout 
the country.

This year, the annual Black 
and Indian Mission Collection 
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is March 11-12. It is held 
the second weekend in March, 
and comes during Lent, which is 
a time to concentrate on prayer, 

fasting and almsgiving. The col-
lection comes soon after Saint 
Katharine Drexel’s feast day of 
March 3. Throughout the south 
and west, Drexel funded Catholic 
Indian missions and schools for 
African-American children. One 
example is the Indian mission 
school founded in 1891 by Father 
Isidore Ricklin, O.S.B., in what is 
now Anadarko.  

The mission collection grants 
continue Saint Katharine Drexel 
and Father Ricklin’s evangeliza-
tion efforts by supporting and 
assisting with religious educa-
tion programs at Saint Patrick 
in Anadarko and its rural mis-
sions; Our Lady of the Rosary 
in Binger; and Saint Richard in 
Carnegie. Grant funding has pro-
vided school supplies, religious 
education class materials, and 
Christmas pageant items for the 
Saint Patrick religious education 
program. 

BIMO grants also allowed the 
archdiocese to establish the 

American Indian Catholic Out-
reach (AICO) office, led by Dea-
con Roy Callison (Cherokee). The 
upcoming Prayer in the Four 
Directions evangelization retreat 
on March 18 is supported in part 
by the mission. Additional pro-
grams supported by the grants 
are the Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
Mass and Honor Dance held each 
summer at Saint Gregory’s Abbey. 

Scholarships for Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp 
also are provided through the 
grants as well as the development 
and expansion of outreach pro-
grams at Corpus Christi in Okla-
homa City. In 2015, more than 95 
percent of the mission collection 
funds collected by parishes in the 
archdiocese came back to support 
evangelization in the archdiocese. 

The Black and Indian Mission 
Office also helps support the 
National Black Catholic Congress 
and the Tekakwitha Conference 
organization. Go online to http://
blackandindianmission.org.

2017 collection March 11-12



“From dust you came, to dust 
you shall return,” we are reminded 
at the beginning of every Lenten 
season as we are marked with 
the cross – a sign of both our own 
mortality and hope.

No one is exempt from this sign: 
the healthy and the sick, the 
young and the old, are reminded 
simultaneously of our own weak-
ness (littleness) and the greatness 
of another, who overcame death.

What a relief this is from a cul-
ture that tells us we “can be what-
ever we want to be,” that we can 
find happiness within! How freeing 
this is when we are faced with our 
mistakes, our own failures, our 
own sin. Here, at the cross, we 
find the true freedom of sanctity, 
“I am little, ‘the true and great 
thing’ is another,” as spiri-
tual writer Monsignor 
Luigi Giussani put it.

As we walk the jour-
ney of Lent, we are re-
minded of the “littleness” 
of even Christ’s disciples. 
Enthusiastic Peter – with 
faith enough to walk to 
Christ on water, with enthu-
siasm enough to ask for Christ 
to wash his head and hands also, 
with love enough to draw a sword 
during Christ’s arrest – betrays 
him when questioned by a young 
girl. “I do not know the man,” he 
says – even after Christ tells him 
he will do so.

Sometimes, I might imagine that 
I am different, that I would not 
have done the same; but, then I 
become aware of my own ways of 

denying Christ and know that I 
would not have been more faith-
ful than the rock upon whom the 
Church was built. Sometimes, it 
is only possible for me to acknowl-
edge the truth of my own sinful-
ness when I have utter certainty 
in Christ’s love. At other times, the 
awareness of my own limitations 
leads me to find shelter in the one 
who makes mountains high and 
valleys low.

It also is there, in the simulta-
neous certainty of God’s 
tender love and my own 
limitedness, that I 
am grounded 
in hope. 

Hope, 
according 

to Giussani, is 
the certainty of good 

in the future.
“The certainty of Christ 

present opens up certainty for 
the future,” he writes in his book 
“Is It Possible to Live this Way?” 
When we are confident of Christ 
in the present, we are assured of 
his continued presence. When we 
are aware of his greatness, we are 
certain that God will give us what 
we need. 

In our certainty of God’s abun-
dant love for us, we are freed from 
the desire for a particular thing. 

Our future does not depend on 
something specific, whether it be 
marrying a certain person, get-
ting a certain job, buying a house 
or even health as good as those 
things can be.

Instead, it is on Christ’s pres-
ence, and our certainty that God 
fulfills the deepest desires of our 

heart – the desire for beauty, 
truth, justice and love that 

manifest themselves in de-
siring a particular thing. 
Giussani calls this poverty, 

that which keeps us from placing 
our hope in a particular posses-
sion. 

The traditional Lenten practices 
of prayer, fasting and almsgiv-
ing are an opportunity to become 
poorer.

In almsgiving, we are reminded 
that our money is, in a sense, not 
really ours, but God’s, and we give 
to the least of these. Days spent 
fasting, or simply abstaining from 
meat, remind us that our true 
hunger is for God, that food, while 
necessary for earthly life, ultimate-
ly will not fulfill. It is only through 
prayer, through entering into a 
deeper relationship with divine 
love, that our certainty in his abid-
ing presence can grow.

Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley
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“God fulfills the deepest desires 
of our heart”

A Millenial Journey in Faith

Anamaría 
Scaperlanda  

Biddick 
For the Sooner 

Catholic

Archdiocesan deacon receives 
“wonderful gift” 

When deacons in the archdio-
cese learned one of their own was 
in need, they came through and 
made life easier for Deacon Santos 
Hernandez and his wife, Margarita.

The result was a revamped bath-
room in Deacon Hernandez’s home 
that can accommodate his wheel-
chair. Now, he can shower and 
shave on his own.

“Mom and dad have been so 
touched by the kindness and 
thoughtfulness,” said the Hernan-
dezes’ daughter, Victoria. 

Deacon Hernandez, 68, was 
an active deacon at Oklahoma 
City’s Holy Angels parish. That 
all changed in December 2015. 
A stroke sent him to the hospi-
tal, and left the left side of his body affected. Getting 
around became a challenge, leaving him to rely on his 
family to help him do simple tasks. 

Fortunately, Victoria Hernandez worked at the time 
at the state Department of Health along with Jeff Kel-

ly, a deacon at Saint Joseph in Hennessey. He knew 
a contractor who could help remodel the house to 
accommodate Deacon Hernandez’s needs. 

The contractor agreed to do the work for

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 5

Photo provided.

$5,000, which was less than other bids, but 
still a lot for the family to handle. 

That’s when the archdiocese’s director of the 
Permanent Diaconate, Max Schwarz, got in-
volved. He learned of Deacon Hernandez’s need 
and sent out a letter to other deacons seeking 
help. 

Before long, deacons exceeded their goal and 
an extra $500 was given for the family’s medi-
cal expenses.

“I’m very proud of the deacons,” Deacon 
Schwarz said. “They more than came through.”

After three weeks of work, the Hernandez 
family saw the remodeled bathroom right be-
fore Christmas. The contractor had remodeled 
the bathroom to allow access for a wheelchair, 
including lowering the sink. They also added 
braces under the 
home to support the 
extra weight of the re-
modeled space.

“My parents 
were so happy with 
the bathroom,” Victo-
ria Hernandez said. 
“There were tears.” 

Because of the 
assistance, Deacon 
Hernandez has in-
dependence, and his 
spirits were lifted in 
another way. 

“Dad found out he 

wasn’t alone, and there are many people who 
care about him,” his daughter said. 

In a thank you note to deacons, Deacon Her-
nandez wrote:

“Margarita and I would like to extend our 
thanks from the bottom of our hearts for the 
wonderful gift we received,” he wrote. He fur-
ther noted their concern for him and gift pro-
vided him “a new lease 
on life.”

Deacon Kelly and 
Deacon Hernandez 
both admitted they 
didn’t set out to re-
ceive publicity over 
the special gift. Yet, 
Victoria believes the 

event is an important lesson for everyone.
“I’ve told dad that people should know about 

this,” she said. “He can be a witness to show 
how good people can be; and hopefully inspire 
others to help those they see in need.”

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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A Lent to remember

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

The Catholic Difference

The best Lent of my life involved 
getting up every day at 5:30 
a.m., hiking for miles through 
ankle-twisting, cobblestoned city 
streets, dodging drivers for whom 
traffic laws were traffic sugges-
tions, avoiding the chaos of transit 
strikes and other civic disturbanc-
es, and battling bureaucracies civil 
and ecclesiastical – all while 3,500 
miles from home sweet home. 

Lent 2011, which I spent in 
Rome working on “Roman Pilgrim-
age: The Station Churches” (Basic 
Books), did have its compensa-
tions. Each day, I discovered new 
architectural and artistic 
marvels, brilliantly ex-
plained by my colleague 
Elizabeth Lev. 

Each day, I watched with 
pride as my son Stephen 
pulled off one photographic 
coup after another, artfully 
crafting pictures that would 
get our future readers “inside” 
the experience of the Lent-
en station church pilgrimage 
in Rome. Each day, I had the 
opportunity to dig more deeply 
than I’d ever done before into the 
biblical and patristic readings for 
the Mass and Divine Office of the 
day.  

Then, there was the fun: freshly 
baked, sugar-crusted ciambelle 
from the Roman Jewish quarter 
after the stational Mass at Cardi-
nal Newman’s titular church; the 
first stir-fry dinner ever concocted 
in the Vatican apartment where 
Pope Julius II asked Michelangelo 

when he would finish the Sistine 
Chapel ceiling; rating the post-sta-
tion church coffee bars for relative 
quality of cappuccino, cornetti, 
and restrooms; singing all nine 
rowdy verses of “Maryland, My 
Maryland” at a March 25 Mary-
land Day dinner; meeting the new-
ly-elected Major-Archbishop of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk, who would 
become a friend; cringing when my 
former student Fr. Matthew Mon-
nig, S.J., scolded me about “not 
going crit” – i.e., ac-

ademic-skep-
tical – when 
I made some 
comment or 
other about 
a particu-
larly im-
plausible 
legend 
about a 
partic-
ularly 
ob-
scure 
saint; 

Liz 
Lev’s incompa-

rable rolled stuffed veal, 
plus the first wine in 40-some 

days, at an Easter Sunday pran-
zone for the ages. 

That Roman Lent also taught 
me a lot about the vitality of the 
Church in the United States and 
the effects of that vitality on other 
Anglophones. While the tradition 
of pilgrimage to a “station church” 

in Rome for each day of Lent goes 
back to the mid-first-millennium, 
the tradition had lain fallow for 
some time before it was revived by 
North American College students 
in the mid-70s. 

By the mid-90s, when I first en-
countered it, the entire American 
seminary community was partic-
ipating. By 2011, that daily Mass 
community had grown to more 
than 300 (and sometimes more 
than 400) souls, as students from 
the Roman campuses of American 
universities, English, Scottish and 
Irish seminarians from their na-
tional colleges, and English-speak-
ing ambassadors accredited to the 
Vatican became regulars.  

That Anglophone liturgical and 
spiritual fervor was not replicat-
ed, alas, by the Vicariate of Rome, 
which also sponsored a daily 
“station” Mass at the church of 
the day. On the Friday after Ash 
Wednesday, 2011, Stephen and 
I hiked back up the Caelian Hill 
to the Basilica of Sts. John and 
Paul to complete the photography 
Stephen had begun at the 7 a.m. 
English-language stational Mass 
that morning. 

We got our work done just before 
the Vicariate Mass started in the 
early evening, and saw a half-doz-
en concelebrants and perhaps 15 
elderly people enter the basilica 
for the stational Mass of the day 
sponsored by the pope’s diocese 
– a sharp contrast to the 250-300 
Anglophones who were there as 
the sun was rising. 

The day before, at San Giorgio in 
Velabro, the same number of En-
glish-speakers had to scurry out of 
the basilica at 7:30 p.m. sharp to 
accommodate the half-dozen Ger-
man priests celebrating their sta-
tional Mass: beautifully chanted, 
but concelebrants-without-a-con-
gregation.

For those who will be in Rome 
this Lent, there’s no better way to 
enter into the pilgrim character 
of the season than to participate 
in the 7 a.m. stational Mass led 
by the priest and students of the 
North American College. 

If you’re unable to travel to the 
Eternal City, but would like to 
make the Roman station church 
pilgrimage from a distance, there’s 
“Roman Pilgrimage: The Station 
Churches.” I’d especially recom-
mend the eBook edition, in which 
all the photos are in color and a 
zoom feature allows you to study 
closely numerous masterpieces of 
fresco and mosaic. 

A foretaste of what’s available 
pictorially in “Roman Pilgrimage” 
can be glimpsed on YouTube: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQa-
1QwNZ5Yw.

Buona Quaresima!

continued from page 4



A number of years ago, I par-
ticipated in a debate at Harvard 
on embryonic stem cell research 
that also included a Jewish rabbi, 
an Episcopalian clergyman and a 
Muslim imam. 

The debate went smoothly and 
cordially, although I was the only 
voice in the group who defended 
the human rights of individuals 
who happen still to be embryos. 
After the debate, the Episcopalian 
clergyman pulled me aside and 
told me how he thought Catholics 
should consider themselves fortu-
nate to have such an authoritative 
reference point in the Church and 
the Vatican, particularly when it 
comes to resolving new bioethical 
questions. 

With surprising candor, he 
shared how he had sat on various 
committees with others from his 
own faith tradition where they had 
tried to sort through the eth-
ics of embryonic stem cells, and 
he lamented, “we just ended up 
discussing feelings and opinions, 
without any good way to arrive at 
conclusions.”

Many people, indeed, appreciate 
that the Catholic Church holds 
firm and well-defined positions 
on moral questions, even if they 
may remain unsure about how or 
why the Church actually arrives at 
those positions, especially when it 
comes to unpacking new scientific 
developments like embryonic stem 
cell research. 

So, how does the Church arrive 
at its positions on bioethics? For 
one thing, it takes its time, and 
doesn’t jump to conclusions even 
in the face of media pressure for 
quick sound bites and rapid-fire 
news stories. 

I once had a discussion with a 
journalist for a major newspaper 
about the ethics of human-ani-

mal chimeras. He mentioned that 
a leading researcher working on 
chimeras had met the pope and af-
terwards implied that the pope had 
given his blessing to the project. 

I reminded him that it’s quite 
common for the pope to offer 
general encouragement and bless-
ings to those he meets, though 
that wouldn’t be the same thing 
as sanctioning new and morally 
controversial techniques in the 
biosciences. As a rule, the Catholic 
Church does not address im-
portant bioethical questions that 
way, through chance encounters 

with the pope as you are strolling 
through the hallways of the Vati-
can.

Instead, the Church may reflect 
for months, years or even decades, 
to identify important consider-
ations and guiding principles when 
new moral dilemmas arise in the 
biosciences. 

Even with this slow and deliber-
ative process, I think it’s fair to say 
that the Church generally stays 
ahead of the curve. By the time of 
the successful cloning of Dolly the 
sheep in 1996, for example, the 
Catholic Church had already been 
reflecting on the question of hu-

man cloning for many years, and 
concluded, nine years prior to 
Dolly, that human cloning would 
be morally unacceptable in an 
important document called Do-
num Vitae (On the Gift of Life). 

This same document also iden-
tified key moral problems with 
doing human embryonic stem 
cell research 11 years before it 
was even possible to destructive-
ly obtain those cells from human 
embryos. When the first test tube 
baby was born in 1978, the se-
rious moral concerns raised by 
the procedure had already been 
spelled out 22 years earlier, by 
Pope Pius XII, in his 1956 Allocu-
tion to the Second World Congress 
on Fertility and Human Sterility 
wherein he concluded: “As regards 
experiments of human artificial 
fecundation ‘in vitro,’ let it be suffi-
cient to observe that they must be 
rejected as immoral and absolutely 
unlawful.” 

Whenever definitive conclusions 
about medical ethics are reached 
or otherwise clarified by the 
Church, they are normally pro-
mulgated through official Church 
documents, like papal encyclicals 
and addresses, or, with the ap-
proval of the pope, documents and 
commentaries from the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith 
(CDF – the Vatican office responsi-
ble for preserving and interpreting 
Catholic doctrine), or other congre-
gations, councils or dicasteries of 
the Church.

Even today, certain bioethical 
controversies remain under active 
discussion within the Church such 
as the question of whether it would 
be allowable to “adopt” abandoned 
frozen embryos by implanting and 
gestating them in volunteer moth-
ers. While a 2007 CDF document 
expressed some reservations and 

concerns about the proposal, de-
bate continues inside and outside 
the Vatican.

New medical discoveries and 
technological developments chal-
lenge us to careful moral reflection 
and discernment. These scientific 
developments can either be an 
opportunity for genuine human 
advancement or can lead to activ-
ities and policies that undermine 
human dignity. 

The U.S. Bishops in a recent 
document summed it up this 
way: “In consultation with medi-
cal professionals, Church leaders 
review these developments, judge 
them according to the principles of 
right reason and the ultimate stan-
dard of revealed truth, and offer 
authoritative teaching and guid-
ance about the moral and pastoral 
responsibilities entailed by the 
Christian faith. While the Church 
cannot furnish a ready answer to 
every moral dilemma, there are 
many questions about which she 
provides normative guidance and 
direction.”

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk earned 
his doctorate in neuroscience from 
Yale and did post-doctoral work 
at Harvard. He is a priest of the 
diocese of Fall River, Mass., and 
serves as the director of education 
at The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia.
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How does the Catholic Church resolve new 
bioethical questions?

Making Sense of Bioethics

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

“New medical discoveries 
and technological 

developments challenge us 
to careful moral reflection 
and discernment. These 

scientific developments can 
either be an opportunity 

for genuine human 
advancement or can lead to 
activities and policies that 

undermine human dignity.” 

Purvis is a board member for the Northwest 
Pregnancy Center and Maternity Home in Wash-
ington, D.C. She is the creator and host of the 
EWTN series, Authentically Free at Last, that 
deals with the modern challenges to the expres-
sion and understanding of authentic human 
freedom. She is also 
the host of Morning 
Glory, which airs 7 
a.m. - 8 a.m. week-
days on EWTN Global 
Catholic Radio.

Patti Maguire 
Armstrong
“The Most Import-

ant Thing I Have to 
Do Today”

Armstrong is a 
correspondent for 
Our Sunday Visitor newspaper and the Nation-
al Catholic Register, and works in marketing 
for Teresa Tomeo Communications. She is an 
award-winning author and was the managing 

editor and co-author of Ascension Press’ best-
selling “Amazing Grace” series. Her latest book 
is “Big Hearted: Inspiring Stories from Everyday 
Families.” She and her husband met in the Peace 
Corps in the Marshall Islands, Micronesia, were 
Jesuit volunteers on a reservation, and spent 

three years as house 
parents of a group 
home for delinquent 
boys. They are par-
ents to 10 children 
and now live in North 
Dakota.

The Oklahoma Cath-
olic Women’s Confer-
ence is a nonprofit or-
ganization. Donations 

are tax deductible. The mission of the Oklahoma 
Catholic Women’s Conference is to provide an an-
nual event for the women of Oklahoma. Go online 
to www.OCWConference.com.

continued from page 1

  Siobhan 
Nash-Marshall

Gloria Purvis Patti Maguire                   
Armstrong

March 25

Midwest City

(405) 396-6292

ocwc@OCWConference.com

Before March 17 - $55

After March 17 - $65      

“He Leadeth Me” is the incredible 
story of Father Walter J. Ciszek, 
S.J., a priest who spent more than 
22 years as a political prisoner in 

the Sovi-
et Union, 
first in 
Moscow’s 
notorious 
Lubianka 
pris-
on and 

then in the forced labor camps of 
Siberia, and finally as a supervised 
parolee, working in three different 
Russian towns.

When he was released in 1963, 
Father Ciszek penned “With God 
in Russia.” He said in the “pro-
logue” of “He Leadeth Me” that he 
felt that in “With God in Russia,” 
he had not “adequately or prop-

erly” presented “the truths that 
had guided and sustained” him 
throughout his ordeal.

He produced “He Leadeth Me” 
in 1973 with the help of Father 
Daniel L. Flaherty, S.J., a man he 
describes as “more than [an] ex-
cellent editor … one of my closest 
friends, almost a part of my soul.”

This book might be called, like 
the autobiography of Saint There-
sa of Lisieux, the “story of a soul.” 
It is about how “through the long 
years of isolation and suffering, 
God had led me to an understand-
ing of life and his love that only 
those who have experienced it can 
fathom.”

Father Ciszek had already begun 
his training as a Jesuit when Pope 
Pius XI in 1929 asked for vol-
unteers to enter a new seminary 
in Rome to prepare for “possible 
future work in Russia.” The idea 

immediately appealed to Ciszek; 
he applied, was accepted, and 
was eventually ordained 
in Rome in the Byzan-
tine Rite, the Catholic 
equivalent of Russian 
Orthodox.

There was no way 
to get into Russia 
at that time, so he 
was, as he said, 
“assigned to an 
Oriental rite mis-
sion staffed by 
Jesuits in Alber-
tyn, Poland.”

War broke 
out in 1939, 
and in the 
aftermath and con-
fusion that followed, Father 
Ciszek joined other Polish workers 
who went into Russia, he himself 
going “in the hope of being able to 

minister to their spiritual needs.”
His disguise as a worker didn’t 

fool the Soviet secret police. In 
1941, he was arrested as 

a “Vatican spy” 
and taken to the 

dreaded Lubianka 
prison where he 

was made to endure 
five years in solitary 

confinement.
“He Leadeth Me” is 

not a lengthy, detailed, 
painstaking account 

of the physical terrors 
of that imprisonment. 

Instead, while he does de-
scribe the prison at Perm 

(prior to Lubianka), he 
focuses on the changes that 

took place within himself.

I must be hon-
est. I had no idea 
who this saint 
was two weeks 
ago. In doing 
research for this 
series, I ran into 
him and his 
writings just by 

chance. I thank God for this unexpected gift. 
Since his writings are so beautiful, I will inter-
sperse some of my favorite quotes as I share 
some details of his life.

“Then, my only aim in my actions and life will 
be Jesus: loving Jesus as much as he deserves, 
sighing for him in everything, and 
belonging to Jesus with the most 
fervent love, and with the perfect 
union of his and my will.”

In October 1852, this 15-month-
old baby becomes an orphan. The 
absence of a father will be a cross 
and a unique path toward God. The 
child, third of four children, is well 
taken care of. His family has roots 
in nobility.

He was only 17 when he went to 
church for a Holy Hour. He loved 
to visit our Lord and spend time in 
prayer and reflection before him. 

“Let us say over and over again; 
when unable to speak, we will say 
it by heart! … ‘Jesus, I love you!’ 
Jesus deserves our love why should 
not we heartily reciprocate His in-
finite love by loving Him with our lit-
tle love? We say, therefore, over and over again 
with all our heart: ‘Jesus, I love you.’”

While in prayer before the Monstrance, a 
great truth was revealed to him. This revelation 
is known as the Rogate. In essence, it means 
that vocations in the Church come through 
prayer. It wasn’t until a few years later that he 
made the connection between the Rogate and 
the Lord’s words from the Gospel of Matthew, 
9:38, “ask the master of the harvest to send 

out laborers for his harvest.” These words sum 
up his life and ministry.

“Prayer is the secret of work’s success. It is 
the fire, which produces energy and the driv-
ing power that moves all things. Ah! Without 
the interior life, which we call spiritual life, 
neither prayer nor penance, nor any relation-
ship between creature and Creator, or a loving 
union of the soul with God may be achieved. … 
Without this fire, any struggle can be summed 
up in this statement of the apostle, ‘I have 
become like one beating the air, like an instru-
ment, whose sound makes a banishing noise’” 
(Cor. 13).

On March 16, 1878, after various years of 
fruitful 
study, he 
was or-
dained to 
the priest-
hood. His 
ministry 
was filled 
with many 
challenges 
and cross-
es. With 
the permis-
sion and 
the encour-
agement of 
his bishop, 
he made 
the ghetto 
his home. 
It was an 

experience strongly marked by mix-ups, snags 
and problems of every kind. He overcame them 
all. He saw Christ in the poor and marginalized 
people. He was carrying out what he defined as 
the “spirit of a two-fold charity: the evangeliza-
tion of and the care for the poor.”

“If we often meditate on the truths of faith, if 
we were often to the Divine presence, if we were 
fond of prayer, if we prayed for hour, if we were 
fully aware of the mysteries of faith in our ac-

tions all 
day long, 
what mu-
tations 
would 
happen 
in us! Bit 
by bit, 
a ray of God’s infinite splendor would enter 
us, our mind would be filled with divine light, 
and darkness would be driven away. Through 
divine light, we would know how to abhor evil 
and how to embrace good while a celestial fire 
would inflame our heart and move our will 
effectively. If we preserved in the exercise of 
meditation, we would become holy.”

He published a monthly magazine called 
“God and Neighbor” that had a huge circulation 
throughout many countries. He also found-
ed orphanages, schools and even a religious 
community. Through all of them, he spread 
the love of Jesus Christ in ways that resemble 
today’s push for the New Evangelization. 

His house was known as one where anyone 
could stop by for a bite to eat. He possessed a 
missionary spirit that reached out to the poor 
and those in need. When he died on June 1, 
1927, people were already saying, “Let us go to 
see the sleeping saint.”

“I regret that the ignorant, lost world rejects 
and scorns the poor, just as many Christians 
often do. I, however, will lead the poor to follow 
the path of eternal salvation, and will hold 
them as great people, as princes before God, 
according to the psalm’s saying ‘their lives will 
be precious in His sight.’”

His name is Saint Hannibal Di Francia, 
founder of the Congregation of the Daughters 
of Divine Zeal, and the Congregation of the Ro-
gationists Fathers of the Heart of Jesus.
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Rogate: Vision, prayer, charism

Priest memoir details time as political 
prisoner, spiritual triumph 

By J.E. Helm 
The Sooner Catholic

A model of Christian life from orphan to founder 

A book for Lenten reading  

continued on page 9

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Office of 
Hispanic Ministry 



While this will be Scaperlanda’s first opportu-
nity to lead a college, he comes from an academ-
ic background, serving in numerous academic 
and leadership roles at the University of Oklaho-
ma College of Law after leaving his law practice 
in 1989. He grew up in an education family, 
moving from Texas to Minnesota, then Illinois 
with stints in Mexico City, Holland, Austria and 
Washington D.C. as his father pursued work as 
a professor.

After transferring from Northern Illinois Uni-
versity, Scaperlanda earned a bachelor’s degree 
in economics at the University of Texas where he 
met his wife María Ruiz at the Catholic student 
center. Following law school at Texas, he clerked 

for the chief justice of the Texas Supreme Court 
and practiced law in Washington D.C. and Aus-
tin. He and María raised four children and now 
have eight grandchildren. 

“María has been wonderful. She has stuck 
with me for 35 years; I’m not exactly sure why! 
I guess she believes in that forever thing,” Scap-
erlanda joked. “I’m very blessed. My kids have 
kept me young and my students have kept me 
relevant. It was rare for our children to go to 
someone else’s house for dinner. Everyone was 
always welcome at our table.”  

Along with María, an award-winner author 
who recently penned the biography on Servant 
of God Father Stanley Rother, Michael Scaper-

landa co-authored “The Journey: A Guide for the 
Modern Pilgrim.” A nationally known scholar in 
immigration law and Catholic legal theory, Scap-
erlanda also wrote “Immigration Law: A Prim-
er” and “Recovering Self-Evident Truths: Catho-
lic Perspectives on American Law.”

Scaperlanda has served on Saint Gregory’s 
board of directors, as a scholar participant in the 

Father 
Stanley 
Rother 
His-
panic 
Cultur-
al Insti-
tute of 
Oklaho-
ma City 
and 
Nor-
man, 
and 
taught 
in OU’s 
Visions 

of America Summer Institute for high school 
teachers and OU’s Warrior-Scholar Project for 
veterans enrolling in college. He is a past mem-
ber of the Oklahoma Advisory Committee to the 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights and the Okla-
homa Bar Association’s Legal Ethics Committee.

His focus now is to strengthen the Catholic 
Benedictine liberal arts core at Saint Gregory’s. 
He wants to build the value of education re-
ceived at SGU from employability and practical 
skills to building a framework to live a joyful life 
in service to others.

“We want them to be the pillars of their com-
munities; to be the luminous stars in whatever 
profession they choose.” 

To help guide the decision, the Scaperlandas 
asked their children to join them in praying a 
novena. 

“María and I asked God for guidance. A lot of 
our co-workers and friends were retiring and 
traveling, but we knew this was where we were 
supposed to be,” Scaperlanda said. “Sometimes 
we are put on this earth to do things we never 
expected.”

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic.
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Religious education teacher shines faith, strength

SHAWNEE – Students from the Theta Chi 
Omega sorority at Saint Gregory’s University 
traveled to Oklahoma City on Feb. 12 to volun-
teer at the Ronald McDonald House Charities. 

Ruby Arani, Rylie Eller, Mackenzie Palmer, 
Alexis Diggs, Faith Creighton and Regan Cred-
icott volunteered to be the guest chefs for the 
night at the Ronald McDonald House, preparing 
a meal for families to enjoy. 

“Not only did I have fun with my sorority 
sisters, but I really enjoyed talking with the 
people we served,” Faith Creighton said. “We 
met a little boy who had vision problems, but 
was energetic and wanted to show us all of his 
dance moves. I’m blessed to have had a chance 

to work with the Ronald McDonald House and 
would do it again in a heartbeat!” 

The Ronald McDonald House Charities pro-
vide a “home-away-from-home” for families 
who travel for treatment for their seriously ill or 
injured children. The families are able to stay in 
the houses for little to no cost, making it easier 
to be closer to the hospital. 

Founded in 1875, Saint Gregory’s Universi-
ty is Oklahoma’s oldest institution of higher 
learning and only Catholic university. With 
campuses in Shawnee and Tulsa, Saint Grego-
ry’s features both traditional and adult degree 
programs. Go online to www.stgregorys.edu.

Theta Chi Omega sorority 
volunteers at Ronald McDonald House

We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suf-
fering produces endurance, and endurance pro-
duces character, and character produces hope, 
and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us. — Romans 5:3-5

On Wednesdays, C.J. McDaid arrives at 
Epiphany of the Lord Catholic Church in 
northwest Oklahoma City to work with the 
high school class. Making his way through the 
hall, his cerebral palsy is apparent to anyone 
who sees him, but for most of the students it’s 
just C.J. 

Though he has worked hard to strength his 
body, leaving the walker and then canes in the 
past, it’s the spirit of God that flows through 
him that makes McDaid inspirational.

 Even though he has been a parishioner at 
Epiphany for decades, not all parishioners 

know the impact 
this 23-year-old 
Putnam City High 
School graduate has 
on the youth of the 
church. For the past 
four years, McDaid 
has volunteered as 
a confirmation and 
high school religious 
education catechist 
at Epiphany. He also 
attends the Confir-
mandi Retreat each 
year. 

 Epiphany’s di-
rector of religious 
education, Mandy 
Brown said, “Confir-
mation is a conver-
sion process where the students get to exam-
ine where they’re at in their own faith journeys 
and discern movements of their hearts. When 
C.J. shares his testimony of faith there isn’t 

a dry eye in the 
house. He touch-
es their hearts. 
He moves them. 
He challenges 
them. The stu-
dents don’t walk 
away the same 
people they were 
when they ar-
rived.”

 Along with Mc-
Daid, two other 
teachers help 
with the senior 
class, Jeff Ragan 
and Leroy Ogar.

“Every time he 
speaks,” Ragan 
said, “he has 

such love and spirit and a wisdom that comes 
through. He is just captivating.”

 Ogar said, “I actually had the great pleasure 
of being C.J.’s RE teacher and during that time 

he was always willing to share, his goals, his 
life, his struggles, everything. Now, to be able 
to work with him is amazing. The thing about 
C.J. is he is very captivating and when he 
speaks he not only pulls people in, he invites 
them in. It’s just the way he lives. He just has 
a spirit that just keeps moving forward. It 
drives other people to do the same. He abso-
lutely has a love of God.” 

 Tracy Osterman, Epiphany’s youth director 
added, “I have never met a more beautiful faith. 
That is who he is. The students, they see it, 
just being around him, he is the inspiration.”

 McDaid said he simply wants to share the 
strength and joy he receives from his faith.

“If it wasn’t for my faith, I don’t know if I 
would be here,” McDaid said. “I can’t tell you 
everything there is to know (about the Cath-
olic faith). What I can tell you is ever since I 
became close to the Church, and the people 
in the Church, I have found strength to keep 
fighting my everyday battles.”

 Judy Hilovsky is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Cerebral palsy hasn’t slowed Church commitment  
By Judy Hilovsky 
The Sooner Catholic

Jeff Ragan (left) C.J. McDaid and Leroy Ogar visit at Epiph-
any of the Lord Catholic Church in northwest Oklahoma 
City. Photo Judy Hilovsky.

“Helpless is the word,” he 
writes. “You feel completely cut 
off from everything and every-
one who might conceivably help 
you.”

Again and again, with scru-
pulously honest introspec-
tion, Ciszek turns to his faith. 
Reviled even by other prisoners 
because he was a priest, he re-
minds himself that Christ had 
said, “If they despised me, they 
will despise you.” 

He writes that in Lubianka, 
he “learned to purify my prayer 
and to remove from it the ele-
ment of self-seeking. I learned 
to pray for my interrogators.” 
“Lubianka, in many ways, was 
a school of prayer for me,” he 
said.

His interrogators wanted him 
to sign a confession they had 
written for him by misinterpret-
ing and misrepresenting what 
he had said while being ques-
tioned. Finally, a guard shout-
ed at him, “Do you realize, your 
stupid American, the serious-
ness of this final procedure? …
Either you will sign the docu-
ment…[or] you’ll be dead before 
the sun sets!” 

He signed what were hun-
dreds of pages, and then “be-
gan to burn with shame and 
guilt.” He felt he had betrayed 
himself and his faith. He won-
ders why he felt this way. The 
root of his problem, he discov-
ers, “was a single word: I.” 

He finds consolation in medi-
ating on Christ’s agony in the 

Garden of Olives. Ciszek is able 
to accept his imprisonment, 
his terrible suffering, by seeing 
it as God’s will for his life, just 
as Christ had prayed, “Not as I 
will, but as thou willest.” 

His story continues with the 
prison sentence of 15 years of 
hard labor in Siberian prison 
camps and then several more 
years of increasing scrutiny by 
authorities after he is released.

This book is a lesson book 
for everyone who would follow 
Christ. In his last two pages, 
Father Ciszek said “What I have 
tried to show in the pages of 
this book … is how … faith has 
affected my life and sustained 
me in all I experienced.” He 

tells us that “every moment 
of out fife has a purpose, that 
every action of ours … has a 
dignity and a worth beyond 
understanding.” 

Finally, in 1963, the United 
States and Soviet Union govern-
ments traded Father Ciszek and 
an American student for two 
Russian spies. He returned to 
the United States; returned to 
teaching and writing; returned 
to a life of priestly ministry. 

He left this world in 1984. 
The process of his canonization 
has begun, and he has been 
declared a Servant of God.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

continued from page 7

Saint Gregory’s new president 
takes leap of faith

Photos provided.
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Rev. Basil M. Keenan, 
O.S.B., monk of Saint Greg-
ory’s Abbey, entered eternal 
life on Feb. 22 after a brief 
illness. He was age 76. He 
had been a monk for 55 
years and served as a priest 
for 49 years.

Father Basil was born on 
March 6, 1940. He professed 
vows as a monk of Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey on June 24, 
1961, and was ordained to 
the priesthood on May 27, 
1967.

Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated in the Abbey 
church on Feb. 27 with inter-
ment in the Abbey cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al gifts may be made to the 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey Infir-
mary Fund, 1900 W. MacAr-
thur, Shawnee 74804.

Rev. Basil Keenan 
O.S.B.

Catholic Foundation Bobbie Dean Little 
pastoral music, fine arts grants announced 

The Catholic Foundation of Okla-
homa and the Bobbie Dean Little 
Trust recently awarded $89,703 
in Pastoral Music and Fine Arts 
grants to 30 parishes and schools 
in the archdiocese.

This is the third year for the 
grant program after establishing a 
Pastoral Music and Arts Endow-
ment Fund six years ago. Each 
year of the program, the Bobbie 
Dean Little Trust has collaborated 
with the foundation to fund the 
awards.

The Pastoral Music and Fine Arts 
Endowment Fund was established 
to promote and celebrate perform-
ing and visual arts throughout the 
archdiocese. The grant program 
was started to award grants from 
the fund in the specific field of 
interest.

The foundation’s Pastoral Music 
and Fine Arts Grant Committee 
established criteria for grants 
to projects that would stimulate 
music and the arts at parishes and 
schools within the archdiocese. 

Below is a list of parishes/
schools and their grant projects:

Blessed Sacrament, Lawton, 
voice lessons scholarship fund;

Church of the Epiphany of the 

Lord, OKC, bronze statues of Mary 
and Magi;

Holy Spirit, Mustang, music li-
brary, instrumental resources;

Korean Martyrs, OKC, instru-
mentalists for Mass;

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Hollis, 
sanctuary sound system;

Our Lady of Sorrow, Chandler, 
sound system;

Prince of Peace (and St. Helen), 
Altus, children’s choir completed 
hand bells, music binders, stands, 
rack, chairs;

Sacred Heart, Hinton, sound sys-
tem for music;

St. Francis Xavier, Sulphur, digi-
tal piano keyboard;

St. James the Greater, OKC, 
choral scholarship;

St. John Nepomuk, Yukon, 
concert and parish mission, David 

Haas;
St. Joseph, Buffalo, Roland 

Hpi-50e piano for worship;
St. Joseph, Norman, Growing 

Together;
St. Joseph, Union City, an-

tiphonal speakers;
St. Joseph Old Cathedral, 

OKC, collaboration with local 
university music students;

St. Louis, Stroud, Crucifix 
replacement;

St. Mary, Clinton, choir camp;
St. Patrick, Anadarko, mu-

sic equipment, keyboard, sound 
board;

St. Rose of Lima, Perry, micro-
phones, stands for choir loft;

All Saints, Norman, Stations of 
the Cross;

Bishop 
McGuinness 
High School, 
OKC, hym-
nals, accom-
paniments;

Cristo 
Rey High 
School, OKC, 
audio sys-
tem, chapel, 

Prayer and Praise thru Music;
Rosary, OKC, Missoula children’s 

theater;
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Ed-

mond, music technology;
St. Gregory’s University, Shaw-

nee, Catholic Schools Fine Arts 
Day;

Good Shepherd, OKC, First 
Steps in Music program;

Holy Trinity School, Okarche, 
instruments, MacBook for music, 
theater;

Sacred Heart School, OKC, hym-
nals for Mass;

St. James the Greater School, 
OKC, performing arts academy 
instruments;

St. Philip Neri School, Midwest 
City, instruments.

continued from page 3

education. I have learned 
so much about teaching chil-
dren from him, and the deeper 
education that arts education 
offers people. Plus, he is the 
most considerate person I have 
ever meet. He is constantly 
serving others and making 
things better for others around 
him.” 

Coming from a large family 
of talented musicians and pas-
sionate educators, Wade 
started teaching at SEAS in the 
spring of 2014.

 “Mr. Wade is an innovative 
teacher who is passionate 
about our school and his stu-
dents,” said Laura Gallagher, 
principal of SEAS. “He engages 
students in creative ways and 
builds rapport at every grade 
level. By establishing a class-
room climate of respect and 
high expectations, Mr. Wade 
is able to spark a love of mu-
sic and performance in the 
students at SEAS. He brings 
excitement and joy to our pro-
fession and is a humble leader 
among our faculty.” 

 Wade added, “I would like 
to thank all those who have 
supported me, like my fian-
cée Lindsay Grell, my mother, 
grandparents and other family 
members and my co-workers at 
SEAS.”   

Judy Hilovsky is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Sister Loretta Gegen, A.S.C., 
died Feb. 20 at the Adorers’ Wich-
ita Center. She was age 91 and 
had lived 72 years as a professed 
Adorer of the Blood of Christ.

She was born Oct. 27, 1925, 
in Wichita to Frederick and Rose 
(Freund) Gegen, the second of five 
children.

Loretta entered the Wichita ASC 
congregation on Sept. 5, 1943, 
professed first vows July 1, 1945, 
and her permanent vows five 
years later. 

She earned a bachelor’s degree 
in elementary education from 
Mount Saint Scholastica College 
in Atchison, Kan., in 1954. 

She resumed studies in the late 
1950s at Saint Louis Universi-
ty where she earned a master’s 
degree in education and a doctor-
ate in administration. She spent 
five months in Brazil as part of 
her doctoral research, observing 
living conditions in villages in the 
Amazon River jungle and re-
searching the effect of the Ador-
ers’ then 12-year mission in the 
area. The resulting book, “Ama-
zonia,” won second prize for “Best 
Book of 1963.” 

She was fluent in Italian and 
could read German, French, 
Spanish and Portuguese, and had 
visited each of the 22 countries 
on six continents where sisters in 
her Adorer community lived. She 
wrote or translated from Italian 
12 books about the Adorers.

In the 1960s, Sister Loretta was 

dean of the education depart-
ment at Newman University and 
supervised schools for the then 
Diocese of Oklahoma City for 
five years, and taught for a year 
at the University of Oklahoma. 
She served as diocesan superin-
tendent of Catholic Schools from 
1979 to 1981, and as its director 
of Christian education, Catholic 
schools and pastoral programs 
throughout the 1980s. In 1990, 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City named her Educator of the 
Decade.

After retiring to the ASC Wich-
ita Center in 1998, she was a 
volunteer researcher, writer and 
resource person. 

Donations in Sister Loretta 
Gegen’s memory may be made 
at adorers.org or sent to the U.S. 
Region Mission Center at 4233 
Sulphur Ave., St. Louis, MO 
63109.     

Sister Loretta Gegen, A.S.C.

Sister Loretta Gegen, A.S.C.

This second edition 
of “Parenting with 
Grace” by Gregory 
and Lisa Popcak is, 
quite simply, a text-
book. It is not pages 
and pages of self-ex-

pressive memoir or generalized ideas; it is a 
very well-organized and well-written book on 
how to raise children successfully in a unique-
ly Catholic way.

The back cover of the book identifies Gregory 
Popcak, Ph.D., and his wife Lisa as directors of 
the Pastoral Solutions Institute, which “pro-
vides marriage, family and personal counseling 
by telephone with Catholics worldwide.” They 
also are authors, radio hosts and sought-after 
conference speakers. The Popcaks will be in 
Oklahoma in April.

The book can be read from beginning to end 
or the reader could scan the well-organized 
table of contents to select a chapter that ad-
dresses a specific problem or topic of interest. 
Parents could choose to read “Parenting Your 
Teen with Grace,” for example, or “Is Eight 
Enough? Planning the Size of 
Your Family.”

These well-edu-
cated authors make 
frequent references to 
scripture, encyclicals 
and the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. 
Their views are strictly 
orthodox, but also man-
age to be refreshing and 
somewhat lighthearted 
at the same time.

Readers who have 
skipped ahead to “get to 
the good stuff” are direct-
ed to “close the book,” 
“re-open the book,” “begin 
reading from the introduction,” and then to “be 
amazed at all the cool stuff you almost missed 
out on.”

In the introduction, the authors state un-
equivocally that “there should still be obvi-
ous differences in the way Catholic parents 
and children interact with one another that 
distinguishes us from other Christian and 
non-Christian families.”

Suggestions are made for such things as 

making the sign of the cross on the 
children’s foreheads when tuck-
ing them in at night, and parents 
are told to “imitate Christ’s way to 
command obedience.”

The text book aspect of “Par-
enting with Grace” is seen in 
the many exercises and quizzes 
found in every chapter. There is 
the “Affection Connection Rapport 
Quiz,” a series of statements to be 
marked true or false; statements 
like “My child acts disgusted even 
when I ask him/her to do the 
simplest things.” The responses 
are scored as are the answers to 
the “Everyday Discipline Quiz” and 
many others throughout the text.

Readers are told that it is import-
ant to understand their children’s 
“relating style.”

“Learning styles,” the Popcaks 
explain, “are neurologically based,” 
and “aren’t just relevant to the 
classroom.” All family members 
are asked to complete quizzes that 
help determine whether they relate 
to each other visually, auditorily 
(by hearing) or kinesthetically 
(by touching). Family members 
exchange and share this infor-
mation as a way of opening the 
lines of communication.

In many cases, quizzes in the 
book are followed by “discussion questions” 
and “exercises for making a change.”

Discipline is an important focus of the 
book, but the Popcaks stress that this is 
“not a book about what to do to your kids 
to make them behave. It is a book about 
how to discipline your kids through a 
loving relationship, so that they actually 
want to behave.”

There is specific advice on “everyday 
discipline” and the sometimes needed “correc-
tive discipline.” Here are found the Popcaks’ 
thoughts on “time out steps,” “a new twist on 
grounding” and more.

Part 2 of the book, titled “The Five Fabulous 
Phases of Childhood,” gives readers specific 
and detailed information on children at every 
age: infants, toddlers, early childhood, school 
age and teenagers. There are “major goals” for 
each age group. School age children, for exam-
ple, should work at “learning good study hab-

its,” and this includes setting up a “structured 
homework environment.”

There is a section on “dealing with ADHD” 
(attention deficit hyperactivity disorder), and it 
includes a shaded box insert on “diagnostic cri-
terion” for ADHD.

Finally, Part 3 is a “Parenting Potpourri” of 
various topics such as “Ways to Foster Your 
Child’s Faith,” “Parents and the Media” and 
“Parenting in a Two Career Family.”

“Parenting with Grace” is subtitled “The 
Catholic Parents Guide to Raising Almost Per-
fect Kids,” and anyone who makes a serious 
effort at reading, understanding and applying 
what the Popcaks have to say will surely come 
at least a little closer to doing just that.

The book is an excellent resource, a hand-
book, a textbook, on how to have a better – and 
a more Catholic – family.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Parenting with grace: a resource for Catholic families
By J.E. Helm 

The Sooner Catholic

Join Archbishop Paul Coakley and Catholic
families from all over the Archdiocese of OKC
on Saturday, April 22 at St. Gregory’s
University for a day of faith & fun!
Our special guests will be Dr. Greg and Lisa Popcak
of More2Life Radio and speaker/musician
Cooper Ray.
                                           Topics for Adults

Discovering God Together: 5 Habits of
Effective, Faithful Families
Is it possible to raise faithful kids in today’s world?
Is it really true that there are “no guarantees” when it

comes to passing your faith on to your kids?
Discover the five habits that stack the deck in favor
of your kids growing up to really own their Catholic
faith and values.
Feeding Their Souls:  The Care and
Feeding of Your Kids’ Faith
At each stage, your kids need a different kind of
spiritual diet. This talk will make sure you know how to give your 
kids the spiritual nourishment they need at each age and stage to
grow up to be healthy, whole, Godly, grace-filled adults.

SCHEDULE

8:30 a.m.
Sign in and drop off ages 

1-5 at babysitting

9:00 a.m.
General Session

9:30 a.m.
Special programs for
adults, elementary,

middle school and high 
school youth.

11:30 a.m.
Families re-connect for a
boxed sandwich lunch, 
activities and free time.

1:30 p.m.
Special programs for
adults, elementary, 

middle school and high 
school youth.

4:00 p.m.
Mass with Archbishop 

Coakley

Cost
After April 8, fees will 

increase by $5/person.

• $25 for adults or $40 for 
married couples

• $10 for grades K-12
• Free babysitting for ages 1-5

To Register: Check with your parish office for a registration form, 
or go to http://www.archokc.org/new-evangelization/up-coming-events
to download the form.  Register online for an additional $1/person.
Registration deadline is April 14.  Call 405-709-2721 for information.

Jobs Box
Teachers - Edmond

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 
School in Edmond is accepting ap-
plications for teachers 2017/2018 
school year. Applicants should 
hold at least a bachelor’s degree in 
education with state teaching cer-
tification in desired teaching area. 
Send resume, cover letter and copy 
of teaching certificate to Laura 
Gallagher, principal, at lgallagh-
er@stjohn-catholic.org or to Laura 
Gallagher, principal, St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, 925 S. Boulevard, Ed-
mond 73034.  Download teacher 
application packet at http://www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/doc_
download/294-teacher-applica-
tion-packet. No phone calls please.

Teachers - Kingfisher
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

School in Kingfisher is accepting 
applications for full-time teach-
ers for the 2016-2017 school 

year. Bachelor’s degree in edu-
cation with state teaching certi-
fication required. Send resume, 
cover letter and copy of teaching 
certificate to Monti Allen, princi-
pal, at principal@stspeterandpaul.
org or to Monti Allen, Sts. Peter 
and Paul Catholic School, 309 S. 
Main, Kingfisher 73750. Download 
teacher application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet.

Principal – Cristo Rey OKC
Cristo Rey Oklahoma City is a 

Catholic High School that educates 
young people of limited economic 
means and all faiths to become 
men and women of faith, purpose 
and service. Candidates must have 
at least three years of experience 
supervising and evaluating facul-
ty and staff; demonstrated com-
mitment to Catholic, faith-based 

education; and a master’s degree. 
Fluency in Spanish preferred. 
Application information at www.
cristoreyokc.org. 

Director of evangelization and 
catechesis

The executive director of evange-
lization and catechesis is respon-
sible for developing, overseeing 
and supporting faith formation 
and discipleship efforts in the 
archdiocese. The secretariat for 
evangelization and catechesis pro-
vides policy guidance, resources 
and training for catechetical and 
discipleship programs for children, 
youth, young adults and adults 
of the parishes and missions of 
the archdiocese. It assumes all 
administrative and organizational 
responsibilities for the department 
and its staff. The executive director 
supports and promotes the Catho-
lic Church’s teachings on evangeli-

zation and catechesis and ensures 
its commitment and integration 
throughout every aspect of Cath-
olic life and ministry in the arch-
diocese. The successful candidate 
will have a minimum of 10 years’ 
experience working within dioce-
san religious education structures 
or similar experience preferred; 
an advanced degree in theology, 
catechesis, education or relevant 
field; and must be an active Cath-
olic in good standing with a strong 
desire to assist the Church in 
faithfully and responsibly com-
municating the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the mission, ministry 
and needs of the Catholic Church. 
To apply, submit a resume to 
nlargent@ArchOKC.org. 

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.



Recordemos la historia bíblica del sufrimien-
to Job. Cuando los tres amigos de Job oyeron 
hablar de sus aflicciones, salieron a visitarlo. 
Pero cuando llegaron para consolar a su amigo, 
«se sentaron en tierra siete días y siete noch-
es con él, pero ninguno de ellos le habló una 
palabra; Porque vieron cuán grande fue su 
sufrimiento “(Job 2: 11-13).

Cuántas veces, ante el sufrimiento y la an-
gustia, luchamos por encontrar las palabras 
adecuadas para consolar y mostrar nuestra 
compasión por los demás. A veces sólo estar 
presente es suficiente. Sin duda es un buen 
comienzo. Simplemente la voluntad de estar 
con los demás en su sufrimiento demuestra 
nuestra solidaridad con ellos y les asegura que 
no están llevando su carga sola. Esta es una 
respuesta profundamente humana ante el su-
frimiento. Demuestra respeto 
sin tratar de minimizar, demo-
nizar o explicar el sufrimiento.

Como cristianos encon-
tramos motivos aún más 
profundos para soportar las 
cargas de los demás. San 
Pablo nos enseña que todos 
somos miembros del Cuerpo 
de Cristo. Usando la analogía 
del cuerpo humano nos dice: “Si un miembro 
sufre, todos los miembros sufren con él.” ¡Un 
tobillo torcido o un diente dolorido hace el 
cuerpo entero miserable! Dios construyó así el 
cuerpo que cada miembro “puede tener la mis-
ma preocupación el uno por el otro” (1 Corin-
tios 12: 12-27). En otra parte dice: “Llevad las 
cargas de los otros, y así cumpliréis la ley de 
Cristo” (Gálatas 6:2).

Hoy en día, muchos miembros del Cuerpo 
de Cristo aquí en Oklahoma están sufriendo 
angustia y miedo. Estoy hablando de nuestra 
comunidad de inmigrantes. Miles de nues-
tros hermanos y hermanas viven cada día con 

miedo por sí mismos o familiares que están sin 
protección legal porque son indocumentados. 
Este es un tema neurálgico en el actual clima 
políticamente cargado y profundamente po-
larizado. Soy consciente de que esta columna 
probablemente dará lugar a muchas reacciones 
defensivas. No es mi intención provocar.

El simple hecho es que los rumores de de-
portaciones masivas, el temor a las redadas 
para detener a los indocumentados en sus 
domicilios y vecindarios, en los lugares de 
trabajo e incluso en iglesias y escuelas han 
resultado en un miedo comprensible e incluso 
un sentimiento de pánico en gran parte de los 
Estados Unidos Estados y Oklahoma.

¿Quiénes son esas personas? Es fácil 
demonizar a personas anónimas, sin 
rostro. Pero, estas personas son padres 

con estudiantes en nuestras escuelas. Son 
nuestros vecinos. Son propietarios de empresas 
y trabajadores. Se sientan junto a nosotros en 
la Misa y sirven en prácticamente todos los 
ministerios de nuestras parroquias. Se ofrecen 
como voluntarios y pagan impuestos.

Desafortunadamente, la mayoría de ellos son 
invisibles porque temen exponerse al riesgo 
de deportación y separación de la familia y la 
comunidad. Esto los hace aún más vulnerables 
a la explotación. Hace que nuestras comuni-
dades sean menos seguras porque desalienta 
a las personas indocumentadas a denunciar 

crímenes en sus 
comunidades y 
cooperar con las 
fuerzas del orden 
para resolver 
crímenes y llevar 
a los criminales 
a la justicia. El 
miedo conduce 
a la gente a las 
sombras.

Entonces, ¿qué vamos a hacer? Práctica-
mente cada uno de nosotros conoce a alguien 
que está viviendo con esta temible incerti-
dumbre. Tenemos que reconocer que esto nos 
afecta a todos.

Como arzobispo, pido a todas nuestras parro-
quias que oren por una resolución justa y com-
pasiva del estancamiento legal de inmigrantes 
y refugiados que estamos experimentando en 
nuestra nación. Nunca debemos olvidar que 
somos una nación de inmigrantes. Damos 
la bienvenida al extranjero. Esto es parte del 
auténtico e histórico “excepcionalismo ameri-
cano” del que todos podemos estar orgullosos.

Estoy prometiendo los servicios de nues-
tras Caridades Católicas de la Arquidiócesis 
de Oklahoma City. Caridades Católicas ofrece 
asesoramiento y servicios legales a los inmi-
grantes y parroquias que buscan respuestas y 
orientación, así como a las familias afectadas 
por la separación de sus seres queridos. Con-
tinuaremos brindando apoyo a nivel estatal y 
federal para promover justicia para los inmi-
grantes y todas las personas vulnerables.

En primer lugar, sin embargo, continuare-
mos acompañando a nuestros hermanos y her-
manas vulnerables en su sufrimiento, miedo y 
angustia.

Como cristianos, todos somos llamados a 
soportar las cargas de los demás. Es lo que 
hacemos.

Los 
saluda-
mos con 
alegría 
desde la 
Basílica 
de San 
Juan del 
Valle, ubi-
cada en 

la diócesis de Brownsville, Texas, 
los obispos, sacerdotes, religiosas 
y laicos que estamos participando 
en el primer Encuentro bi-anual 
Tex-Mex, que ahora ha incluido 
más diócesis fronterizas tanto de 
Estados Unidos como de México.

Estas reuniones, que iniciaron 
desde el año 1986, como expresión 
de la comunión de la iglesia uni-
versal, han tenido siempre como 
preocupación central, la vida y 
realidad pastoral de nuestros her-
manos migrantes.

En este momento difícil de nues-
tra historia, escuchamos el clamor 
de nuestros hermanos migrantes, 
en quienes escuchamos la voz de 
Cristo.

Jesús, María y José como inmi-

grantes y refugiados, buscaron un 
lugar para vivir y trabajar, espe-
rando una respuesta de compa-
sión humana. Hoy, esta historia 
se repite, esta mañana visitamos 
centros de detención, y lugares 
de atención, particularmente a 
madres, adolescentes y niños 
migrantes. Este tipo de centros 
son descritos como lugares que 
reflejan condiciones intolerables 
e inhumanas donde constatamos 
la exigencia evangélica: “Porque 
fui forastero y me recibiste, tuve 
hambre y me diste de comer” (Mt 
25,35-36).

A través de los años, hemos 
visto de primera mano el su-
frimiento causado por un siste-
ma de inmigración roto, causado 
por las condiciones estructurales 
políticas y económicas, que gen-
eran amenazas, deportaciones, 
impunidad y violencia extrema. 
Esta situación acontece tanto en 
relación entre Centroamérica y 
México, como entre Estados Uni-
dos y México.

Hemos presenciado el dolor, el 
temor y la angustia de las perso-

nas que han venido a nosotros, 
que tienen que vivir entre nosotros 
en las sombras de la sociedad. 
Muchos han sufrido explotación 
en el lugar de trabajo, han vivido 
bajo la amenaza constante de de-
portación y han soportado el peso 
del temor de una posible sepa-
ración de sus familiares y amigos.

Esta realidad está siendo hoy 
muy marcada, ante las medidas 
que las autoridades civiles están 
tomando, pues palpamos el dolor 
de la separación de las familias, 
pérdida de trabajo, persecuciones, 
discriminación, expresiones de 
racismo, deportaciones innecesar-
ias, que paralizan el desarrollo de 
las personas en nuestras socie-
dades y el desarrollo de nuestras 
naciones, dejándolas en el vacío y 
sin esperanza.

La inmigración es un fenómeno 
global de condiciones económicas 
y sociales, de pobreza e insegu-
ridad, causando directamente el 
desplazamiento de poblaciones 
enteras, de familias que se sienten 
sin otras opciones para sobrevivir. 
El migrante tiene derecho a ser 

respetado por el derecho inter-
nacional y por cada país. Porque 
muchas veces, se encuentra entre 
la espada y la pared, ante la vio-
lencia, la criminalidad, las políti-
cas inhumanas de gobiernos, y la 
indiferencia del mundo.

Independiente de su condición 
migratoria, los migrantes, como 
toda persona, poseen una digni-
dad humana intrínseca que debe 
ser respetada. Es común que sean 
sujetos a leyes punitivas y al mal-
trato por parte de las autoridades, 
tanto en países de origen, como de 
tránsito y destino. Es necesaria la 
adopción de políticas gubernamen-
tales que respeten los derechos 
humanos básicos de los migrantes 
indocumentados.

Las ciudades fronterizas son 
hermanas y amigas, fruto de una 
larga historia, de compartir una 
misma tierra, la fe, las tradiciones, 
la cultura y la solidaridad. No-
sotros como obispos, continuare-
mos siguiendo el ejemplo del papa
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Llevar las cargas de los demás

“Como arzobispo, pido a todas nuestras parroquias 
que oren por una resolución justa y compasiva del 
estancamiento legal de inmigrantes y refugiados que 
estamos experimentando en nuestra nación.” 

Comunicado de los Obispos de la frontera entre Texas 
y la frontera norte de México

continúa en la página 13

Francisco, buscaremos con-
struir puentes entre los pueblos, 
puentes que nos permitan derri-
bar los muros de la exclusión y la 
explotación.

Afirmamos que la amistad ex-
istente entre familias y vecinos, 
puede potenciar la amistad entre 
pueblos y países. Nuestro encuen-
tro es ya una clara manifestación 
de alegría, y signo de profunda 
esperanza. La cruz que se ha 
colocado, en la frontera, entre las 
ciudades del Paso y Cd. Juárez, 
recordando la visita del papa 
Francisco en febrero del 2016, es 
un signo de encuentro, unidad y 
fraternidad.

Reiteramos como Iglesia, nuestro 
compromiso de atender y cuidar 
a los peregrinos, forasteros, ex-
iliados y migrantes de todo tipo, 
afirmando que todo pueblo tiene el 
derecho a condiciones dignas para 
la vida humana, y si éstas no se 
dan, tiene derecho a emigrar (papa 
Pio XII); y nos comprometemos, 
como obispos representantes de 
ambas conferencias episcopales, a 
dar acompañamiento y seguimien-
to a las situaciones que sufren 

nuestros hermanos migrantes en 
estos momentos.

Asegurándonos que en la iglesia 
nadie debe sentirse extranjero, 
las familias de migrantes deben 
encontrar siempre en cada Iglesia, 
su hogar y su patria (JPII).

A través de Caridades Católicas 
en Estados Unidos, y de las diver-
sas casas de migrantes en Méxi-
co, continuaremos ofreciendo un 
servicio de calidad a los migrantes, 
que implica lo espiritual, lo legal, 
la asistencia material, y familiar.

Así mismo mantendremos nues-
tra presencia constante en campos 
de detenciones, casas y centros 
de asistencia a migrantes desde la 
frontera sur de México hasta todo 
Estados Unidos.

Además, hay organizaciones 
laicales reconocidas que trabajan 
comprometidamente apoyando 
integralmente a los migrantes.

Esto, sin dejar de mencionar a 
tantas familias en México y Esta-
dos Unidos, que asisten, atienden 
y apoyan a migrantes en el cami-
no, abriendo su corazón y sus 
hogares.

Pero, aún con estos esfuerzos, 

no podemos dejar a un lado lo que 
nos sostiene, que es la oración, y 
la presencia tan significativa de 
nuestra madre, nuestra señora de 
Guadalupe, que ha acompañado 
al migrante y a nuestros pueblos 
desde 1531 hasta nuestros días. 
“Que no estoy yo a caso aquí que 
soy tu madre”.

Y por ello pedimos, a todas las 
personas de buena voluntad, 
unirnos en estos esfuerzos, y en 
la oración sencilla, “Bajo tu ampa-
ro nos acogemos, Santa Madre 
de Dios, no desprecies nuestras 
súplicas en las necesidades, antes 
bien líbranos de todo peligro, oh 
Virgen gloriosa y bendita.

Amén.
15 de febrero, de 2017, San 

Juan, Texas, Estados Unidos
S.E. Mons. Gustavo García-Sill-

er, MSpS, Arzobispo de San 
Antonio; S.E. Mons. Joe S. 
Vásquez, Obispo de Austin; S.E. 
Mons. Daniel E. Flores, Obispo 
de Brownsville; S.E. Mons. Ray-
mundo J. Peña, Obispo Emérito 
de Brownsville; S.E. Mons. Mark 
J. Seitz, Obispo de El Paso; S.E. 
Mons. Jaime Tamayo, Obispo de 

Laredo; S.E. Mons. Oscar Cantú, 
Obispo de Las Cruces; S.E. Mons. 
David O’Connell, Obispo Auxiliar 
de Los Ángeles; S.E. Mons. Mi-
chael James Sis, Obispo de San 
Ángelo; S.E. Mons. Michael D. 
Pfeifer, OMI, Obispo Emérito de 
San Ángelo; Obispo Auxiliar electo 
Michael Boulette, Obispo Auxiliar 
electo de San Antonio; S.E. Mons. 
Rogelio Cabrera López, Arzobispo 
de Monterrey; S.E. Mons. Alfonso 
Gerardo Miranda Guardiola, Sec-
retario General, Conferencia del 
Episcopado Mexicano; S.E. Mons. 
José Guadalupe Torres Campos; 
Obispo de Ciudad Juárez; S.E. 
Mons. Guillermo Ortiz Mondragón, 
Obispo de Cuautitlán; S.E. Mons. 
Eugenio Andrés Lira Rugarcía, 
Obispo de Matamoros; S.E. Mons. 
Jesús José Herrera Quiñonez, 
Obispo de Nuevo Casas Grandes; 
S.E. Mons. Enrique Sánchez 
Martínez, Obispo de Nuevo Laredo; 
S.E. Mons. Alonso Gerardo Garza 
Treviño, Obispo de Piedras Negras; 
S.E. Mons. Raúl Vera López, O.P., 
Obispo de Saltillo; S.E. Mons. 
Hilario González García, Obispo de 
Linares.

Debo ser ho-
nesto. No tenía 
idea de quién 
era este santo 
hace dos se-
manas. En mi 
investigación par 
esta serie, me 
encontré con él y 

sus escritos por casualidad. Doy gracias a Dios 
por este regalo inesperado. Puesto que sus es-
critos son tan hermosos, intercalaré algunas de 
mis citas favoritas mientras comparto algunos 
detalles de su vida.

“Entonces, mi única meta en mis acciones y 
mi vida será Jesús: amar a Jesús tanto como él 
se merece, suspirando por él en todo, y perte-
neciendo a Jesús con el amor más 
ferviente, y con la unión perfecta 
de su y mi voluntad”.

En octubre de 1852, este bebé de 
15 meses se convierte en huérfa-
no. La ausencia de un padre será 
una cruz y un camino único hacia 
Dios. El niño, el tercero de cuatro 
niños, está bien cuidado. Su famil-
ia tiene raíces en la nobleza.

Tenía sólo 17 años cuando fue a 
la iglesia para una Hora Santa. Le 
encantaba visitar a nuestro Señor 
y pasar tiempo en oración y reflex-
ión ante él.

“Digamos una y otra vez; Cuando 
no pueda hablar, ¡lo diremos de 
memoria! “¡Jesús, te amo!” Jesús 
merece nuestro amor ¿por qué no 
deberíamos retribuir cordialmente 
Su amor infinito amándolo con 
nuestro pequeño amor? Por lo tanto, deci-
mos una y otra vez con todo nuestro corazón: 
“Jesús, te amo”.

Mientras estaba en oración ante el Santísi-
mo, se le reveló una gran verdad. Esta revel-
ación es conocida como el Rogate. En esencia, 
significa que las vocaciones en la Iglesia vienen 
a través de la oración. No fue sino hasta unos 
años más tarde que hizo la conexión entre el 

Rogate y las palabras del Señor en el Evangelio 
de Mateo, 9:38, “ Rueguen, pues, al dueño de 
la cosecha que envíe trabajadores a recoger su 
cosecha”. Estas palabras resumen su vida y su 
ministerio.

“La oración es el secreto del éxito del traba-
jo. Es el fuego, que produce energía y el poder 
motriz que mueve todas las cosas. ¡Ah! Sin la 
vida interior, que llamamos vida espiritual, no 
se puede lograr la oración ni la penitencia, ni 
ninguna relación entre la criatura y el Creador, 
o una unión amorosa del alma con Dios. ... Sin 
este fuego, cualquier lucha puede resumirse en 
esta afirmación del apóstol: “Me he convertido 
en uno como bronce que resuena o campana 
que retiñe” (Corintios 13).

El 16 de marzo de 1878, después de vari-
os años 
de estudio 
fructífero, 
fue orde-
nado sac-
erdote. Su 
ministerio 
estaba lleno 
de muchos 
desafíos y 
cruces. Con 
el permiso y 
el estímulo 
de su obis-
po, hizo su 
hogar en los 
arrabales 
más pobres. 
Fue una 
experiencia 
fuertemente 

marcada por confusiones, problemas y dificul-
tades de todo tipo. Él los venció a todos. Vio a 
Cristo en la gente pobre y marginada. Llevaba 
a cabo lo que definió como el “espíritu de una 
doble caridad: la evangelización y el cuidado de 
los pobres”.

 “Si meditáramos frecuentemente sobre las 
verdades de la fe, si nos acercáramos a menu-
do a la presencia divina, si nos gustara la 

oración, 
si rezára-
mos por 
horas, si 
fuéramos 
plena-
mente 
conscien-
tes de los 
misterios de la fe en nuestras acciones durante 
todo el día, ¡Qué mutaciones sucederían en 
nosotros! Poco a poco, un rayo del esplendor 
infinito de Dios entraría en nosotros, nuestra 
mente se llenaría de luz divina, y la oscuri-
dad sería expulsada. A través de la luz divina, 
sabríamos aborrecer el mal y cómo abrazar el 
bien, mientras un fuego celestial inflamaría 
nuestro corazón y movería eficazmente nuestra 
voluntad. Si preservamos en el ejercicio de la 
meditación, seríamos santos”.

Publicó una revista mensual llamada “Dios 
y Vecino” que tuvo una gran circulación en 
muchos países. También fundó orfanatos, 
escuelas e incluso una comunidad religiosa. A 
través de todos ellos, difundió el amor de Jesu-
cristo en formas que se asemejan al empuje de 
hoy para la Nueva Evangelización.

Su casa era conocida como una donde cual-
quiera podía pasar por un bocado para comer. 
Poseía un espíritu misionero que llegaba a los 
pobres y a los necesitados. Cuando murió el 1 
de junio de 1927, la gente ya decía: “Vayamos 
a ver al santo durmiente”.

“Lamento que el mundo ignorante y perdido 
rechace y desprecie a los pobres, como muchos 
cristianos a menudo lo hacen. Yo, sin embar-
go, conduciré a los pobres a seguir el camino 
de la salvación eterna, y los sostendré como 
grandes personas, como príncipes delante de 
Dios, según el salmo dice que “sus vidas serán 
preciosas delante de sus ojos”.

Su nombre es Santo Aníbal Di Francia, fun-
dador de la Congregación de las Hijas del Celo 
Divino, y la Congregación de los Padres Roga-
cionistas del Corazón de Jesús.
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Rogate: Visión, oración, carisma

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Oficina de 
Ministerio Hispano 

Un modelo de vida cristiana, de huérfano a fundador

continuado de la página 12
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The Catholic Foundation

CORNERSTONE
Trusts

Planning for taxes is just one of many 
important considerations when review-
ing long-range financial plans. The ease 
and speed you wish your property to be 
distributed to others upon your death is 
a primary concern. Another could be the 
inability of one or more heirs to manage 
property left to them because of age, 
incapacity or other factors. Or, another 
concern might be privacy of the terms 
of your financial plan. There are many 
reasons to consider forming a revocable 
“living” trust during your lifetime. 

Trusts are one of the oldest and most 
widely used estate planning tools. A 
living or revocable trust avoids the cost 
of probate, is an easy way to distribute 
assets at your death and is private in 
that the distribution of assets under the 
terms of the trust is not subject to the 
publicity given to wills in probate pro-
ceedings. Since a living trust is revoca-
ble, it has no income tax consequences 
during your lifetime; no separate tax 
return is even filed and all trust income 
is reported under your social security 
number. You also can use trusts and 
other estate planning tools to arrange 
for special gifts that will benefit your 
charitable interests only after your 
needs and the needs of your loved ones 
have been met.

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115 n www.cfook.org n  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

Briefs
St. Patrick memorial Mass

A memorial Mass in honor of 
St. Patrick, the Apostle of Ireland, 
will be celebrated at Noon March 
17 at St. Joseph Old Cathedral, 
307 N.W. 4, OKC. The O’Klahoma 
Irish Heritage Society will host a 
gathering from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 
Cattlemen’s Special Event Center 
in OKC. Reservations required by 
March 14. Contact Tim O’Connor 
at timoconnorokc@gmail.com or 
(405) 242-3520.

End of life seminar
St. Eugene, 2400 W. Hefner 

Rd., OKC, will host an “End of life 
seminar” at 6:30 p.m. March 30. A 
panel with Fr. Don Wolf, pastor; 
Dr. Karen Ross, internal medicine/
geriatric medicine, Mercy Health 
Center; Tom Edelstein, vice pres-
ident of mission and ethics, Mer-
cy; and Mary Diane Steltenkamp, 
priests’s nurse for the archdiocese, 
will address concerns that arise 
in the final years of life. Topics: 
advanced directives, euthanasia, 
cremation, hospice care, physical 
decline and spiritual needs. Litera-
ture and advanced directives avail-
able. RSVP to church office (405) 
751-7115. Sponsored by the Health 
Ministry Team of St. Eugene.

Pilgrimage to Barcelona
Join Fr. Tom Boyer and Fr. 

Joseph Jacobi for a unique pil-
grimage to Barcelona, Spain, and 
Environs Nov. 6 -13, 2017.  Enjoy 
the ease of only one hotel in Barce-
lona with day trips to the historic 
abbey of Montserrat, Polet and 
Tarragona. Full program (airfare 
included) is $3,550; Land only is 
$2475. Prices based on double 
occupancy. Single supplement is 
$600. Visit www.travelillume.com 
for details and registration. Con-
tact Judi Wilkinson at jwilkinson@
steugenes.org.

Advocacy workshop 
“Advocacy 101 Workshop” 

video-conferencing is 10 a.m. - 7 
p.m. March 9 at Catholic Chari-
ties, 1232 N. Classen Blvd., OKC. 
Attend at a video conferencing site: 
Catholic Pastoral Center, OKC; St. 
Francis, Enid; St. Peter, Wood-
ward; St. Peter, Guymon; St. Mary, 
Clinton; Prince of Peace, Altus; 
Holy Family, Lawton; St. Mary, 
Ardmore. Confirm location and 
attendance by calling the Pasto-
ral Ministry Office at (405) 721-
4208 or (800) 721-5651, Ext. 131; 
pmp@archokc.org or Becky Van-
Pool at (405) 523-3000, Ext. 244.

Day of recollection at St. Damien
Fr. Philip Wolfe, a priest of the 

Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter, will 
be at St. Damien March 18 for a 
Lenten day of recollection. Every-
one welcome. Extraordinary form 
Mass with talk No. 1, 8 a.m.; light 
breakfast, 9 a.m.; Holy hour with 
confessions; talk No. 2, 11 a.m.; 
lunch provided; Holy hour with 
confessions, 12:45 p.m.; talk No. 
3, 1:45 p.m.; recollection ends by 
2:30 p.m. 

Exploring Oklahoma’s Catholic 
history

Group day tour April 19 of Ma-
bee-Gerrer museum; Noon prayer, 
lunch with the Monks of St. Grego-
ry’s Abbey and tour Sacred Heart 
Mission. Day ends with a wine 
tasting at a boutique Norman win-
ery. $68 pp. by March 15. Contact 
Melani Roewe, (405) 642-8139.

Catholic Men’s Conference 2017
The 21st annual “In the Father’s 

Footsteps” Catholic men’s confer-
ence is 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. April 1 
at Embassy Suites Hotel, Norman. 
Register at www.catholicmen.net 
or call (405) 501-1165. Tickets: 
adult – $59 before March 6 and 
$69 after March 6, college – $39, 
high school – $29.  

Black and Indian Mission collection
On March 12, a special collection 

for the USCCB/Black and Indi-
an Mission Office will take place 
throughout the archdiocese. The 
archdiocese receives more than 
95 percent of the funds collected 
through annual and special grants 
for evangelization in our archdio-
cese. During this Lenten season, 
please give generously to this very 
important ministry.

Lenten organ recital series
St. Francis of Assisi, 1901 N.W. 

18, OKC, will host its second Lent-
en Organ Recital Series, beginning 
March 12. Each Sunday during 
Lent at 2 p.m. March 12 – April 2 
local organists will perform a free 
30- to 45-minute recital, featuring 
classical organ repertoire and sea-
sonal music. Light reception in the 
parish hall. Everyone invited.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference 2017

On March 25 at the Reed Center 
in Midwest City. Mass celebrated 
by Archbishop Coakley, adoration, 
reconciliation and vendor area. 
Participants encouraged to donate 
to the Sanctuary Women’s Devel-
opment Center. Go online to www.
OCWConference.com.

Oklahoma Catholic Quiz Bowl
The first Oklahoma Catholic 

Quiz Bowl will be held at St Grego-
ry’s University on March 25. Mass 
offered at St. Gregory’s Abbey for 
the Feast of the Annunciation. Go 
online to www.fm-sgu.org/oklaho-
ma-catholic-quiz-bowl or contact 
mail@fm-sgu.org. 

Mission on Witnesses and Mysteries
St. John the Baptist in Edmond, 

presents the 2017 Mission on Wit-
nesses and Mysteries. Fr. Dwight 
Longenecker will present the mis-
sion at 7 p.m. March 27-29 at St. 
John, 9th and Boulevard. 

 
Catholic Advocacy Day 

Join fellow Catholics from across 
Oklahoma on March 30 at the 
state Capitol for Catholic Advoca-
cy Day begining at 8:15 a.m. with 
remarks by Archbishop Coakley 
and Bishop Konderla of Tulsa. 

Speakers will address key issues 
of concern by Catholics during the 
legislative session, with opportu-
nity to visit legislators. Contact 
Becky VanPool at (405) 523-3000, 
Ext. 245, or bvanpool@ccaokc.org.

World Language Day
Hosted by the World Language 

Department at Mount St. Mary 
Catholic High School. Everyone 
welcome. The event is come-and-go 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. March 30 in the 
auditorium. Contact Diane Wilson, 
dwilson@mountstmary.org.

Beginning Experience Weekend
There is help for the heartache 

of separation, divorce, and widow-
hood. Trained team members who 
have suffered the loss of a loved 
one share their experience and 
lead participants throughout the 
weekend March 31 - April 2 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center. Contact 
the Office of Family Life, (405) 721-
8944, www.archokc.org. 

St. Thomas More golf scramble 
The St. Thomas More University 

Parish 7th annual golf tourna-
ment benefiting Catholic campus 
ministry at OU begins at 8:30 
a.m. April 24 at The Trails Golf 

Club. $115 pp, $100 hole spon-
sor. Contact Glenn Dobry (405) 
637-5405, golftourney@stm-ou.
org.

Catholic Day with the OKC 
Dodgers

“Catholic Day with the Oklaho-
ma City Dodgers” will be at 2:05 
p.m. April 23 at the Chickasaw 
Bricktown Ballpark, 2 S. Mickey 
Mantle Dr. Tickets $13 and in-
clude field seats with Catholic fam-
ilies, limited edition OKC Dodg-
ers baseball hat, PlayBall! game 
program, inflatables, face painting 
and balloon animals. Order at 
www.archokc.org/youth-and-
young-adult-office/home and mail 
form with a check, or go online 
to https://oss.ticketmaster.com/
aps/okcdodgers/EN/promotion/
home and use the promotional 
code CD2017. Deadline March 23.

Fifth annual calf fry fundraiser
The St. William annual calf fry 

fundraiser will be Noon - 3 p.m. 
April 23 at the Bryan County Fair-
grounds Haggard Hall, 1901 S. 9th 
in Durant. Benefit new education 
building/parish hall. Call Ginger 
Lewis, (580) 916-1438, or church 
office, (580) 924-1989. 

March 

Catholic War Veterans USA 
The Oklahoma Memorial Post 
#168 hold their monthly meet-
ing at 7 p.m. in the Sunny-
lane Family Reception Center, 
3900 S.E. 29, Del City, every 
second Wednesday. Contact 
Ken at (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, Thursdays 7 p.m., 
Catholic Pastoral Center. Con-
tact Toni Calvey at (405) 630-
0539, tonicalvey1900@gmail.
com or visit www.SpiritOKC.
org.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m. at St. John Ra-
phael House, Edmond. Con-
tact Marilyn Seiler (405) 340-
0691, Ext. 197, parishnurse@
stjohn-catholic.org.

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica 
meet monthly on the second 
Saturday, Noon - 2:30 p.m., 
Rm. A/B, at St. Charles Bor-
romeo, 5024 N. Grove Ave. 
Contact Judith Martin at (405) 
635-5665, jmmartinosb@
yahoo.com.

Daylight Saving Time begins.

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m., Immaculate Con-
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Gather your documents, 
contact your agent, and see how one of the “World’s Most Ethical”** 

companies can benefit your family.

• Are you looking for a rewarding career?

• Do you have a love for your faith and a
desire to serve your fellow Catholics?

• Do you have an entrepreneurial drive?

If you answered yes to these questions,
you may be just the person we're 
looking for.

To our sales force we offer: extensive
training, a secure territory with 
professional-level income potential, 
incentive bonuses, and continuing 
education opportunities.

Candidates must be eligible for membership.
For more information, please contact:

D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E

Career
Opportunity

Do you have what it takes 
to represent the Knights of Columbus? 

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
Office: 877-707-0752
Cell:405-514-7660
kevin.pierce@kofc.org

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E D I S A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E LO N G - T E R M  CA R E R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

A Comprehensive, Complimentary AnalysisA Comprehensive, Complimentary Analysis
A financial analysis for your family is available from the highest rated
life insurer in North America, the Knights of Columbus.* 

The Knights of Columbus provides members a complimentary 
financial analysis through their local field agent. Our agents – who are
also brother Knights – use “Profiles & Forecaster,” a proven industry
analysis, that helps our members identify their goals and risks.

Benefits of a Review:

✦ Budget for your household, or your business

✦ Assess risks and future goals 

✦ Forecast a future college education or retirement budget 

✦ Fully integrable with both Social Security and corporate benefits
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ception, 3901 S.W. 29, OKC. 
Call (405) 685-4806.

Pray the Rosary for Life 
at 6:30 p.m. every Sun-
day, chapel at St. Thomas 
More, Norman, 100 Stinson 
St. Contact Connie Lang at 
(405) 249-1041, jlang9@cox.
net.

Free Lenten organ recital at 
2 p.m. each Sunday from 
March 12 – April 2 at St. 
Francis of Assisi, OKC. Ev-
eryone invited.

Catholic War Veterans (of 
any war/conflict) meet the 
second Tuesday of each 
month in the community 
room of St. Ann Retirement 
Center, 7 p.m., Contact Fr. 
Oswalt at (405) 567-3404.

St. Patrick’s Day.

Noon Memorial Mass in hon-
or of St. Patrick at St. Joseph 
Old Cathedral 307 N.W. 4, 
OKC. 

The O’Klahoma Irish Heri-
tage Society 1 p.m. - 5 p.m., 
Cattlemen’s Special Event 
Center, OKC. Reservations 
by March 14. Contact Tim 
O’Connor at timoconnorokc@
gmail.com or (405) 242-3520.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 

to Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During these nine days, 
the novena prayers will be 
as follows – Monday-Friday 
following Noon Mass, Satur-
day following 5 p.m. Mass, 
and Sunday following 11 a.m. 
Mass.

Prayer in the Four Directions. 
The American Indian Catholic 
Outreach for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City will have 
an evangelization retreat at 
9:30 a.m. at Our Lady of the 
Lake Retreat House, 1205 
Hill Drive, Guthrie. Contact 
Deacon Roy Callison at (918) 
822-3255, rcallison@archokc.
org.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC, 
on the first and third Satur-
days of each month. Mass at 
9:30 a.m.; meetings following. 
Contact Karen Banks (405) 
396-9086 or Toni Harrelson 
at (405) 341-2199.

The community of the Secular 
Order of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. 
Teresa of Jesus – Oklahoma 
Community and Province of 
St. Therese, meets at Little 
Flower Church, OKC, Noon 
- 4:30 p.m. Call Barbara 
Basgall (405) 826-3860 or Su-
san Staudt (405) 473-6328.

Day of recollection at St. 
Damien, 8455 N.W. 234, Ed-
mond, begins at 8 a.m.
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Catholic
Advocacy
Day

Thursday, March 30, 2017
Oklahoma State Capitol

For more information, contact Becky Van Pool
405-523-3000 x245 • bvanpool@ccaokc.org 

Raising the 
Catholic Voice

Activated by Faith

Advocacy is powerful and it takes all of us! 
Advocacy Training will be provided prior to the event.



MSM Rockets

Rocket Robotics 
from Mount Saint 
Mary Catholic High 

School had a great showing 
recently at the Oklahoma 
State Robotics Competition.

Atomic Shock (MSM boys 
team) was seeded 7th out 
of 36 teams, representing 
three states, and the Rock-
ettes (MSM girls team) was 
seeded 1st.

The Rockettes won in the 
finals by 10 points. The 
Rockettes also won the 
highest award given – the 
Inspire Award. The girls 
team is now the Oklahoma 
and Arkansas state cham-
pion.

The girls team will be 
competing at the Super Regionals in Georgia next month with 72 
teams from 22 states for a chance to compete at the World Champion-
ships in Houston in April.
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These feast days are for the first 
part of March. The feast days for 
the last part of March will be in 
the next issue.

Saint Katharine Drexel
March 3 was the feast day for 

Saint Katharine Drexel who made 
a significant impact on Catholic 
education in Oklahoma. She was 
born in 1858 in Philadelphia to 
a wealthy banking family that 
helped poor and religious chari-
ties. On a family trip west in 1884, 
she visited Indian reservations 
and became concerned about the 
plight of American Indians. As 
a result of that trip, the Drexel 
family funded missions to help. 
In 1887, she and her sisters met 
Pope Leo XIII in Rome, and Katha-
rine asked him to send missionar-
ies to serve American Indians and 
African-Americans. In 1891, she 
founded the Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament for Indians and Col-
ored People, and professed vows 
in her new order.  Katharine used 
her inheritance to fund schools 
for American Indian and African 
American students. She died at 
age 96 on March 3, 1955. She was 
canonized in 2000 by Saint John 
Paul II.

Saint Casimir
March 4 is the feast day of Saint 

Casimir (1458–1484), a son of 
Casimir III, king of Poland. Despite 
his noble birth, Casimir lived an 
austere life. He wore a hair shirt, 
slept on the floor and had an 
extraordinarily intense devotion to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. He died 
in his 20s of a lung infection. He 
was canonized in 1521 and is the 
patron of Lithuania.

Saints Perpetua and Felicity
March 7 is the feast day of 

Saints Perpetua and Felicity, who 
were third century Roman mar-
tyrs. Vibia Perpetua was a wife of 
high social standing and a mother, 

and Felicity was a slave and moth-
er. Perpetua kept a diary of her 
persecution in prison before they 
were executed in 203 in Carthage, 
which is modern day Tunisia.

Saint John of God
March 8 is the feast day of Saint 

John of God. He was born João 
Duarte Cidade in Portugal on 
March 8, 1495. He was a soldier 
who fought in wars for Spain 
against France and for Hungary 

against the Turks.  In 1537, he 
heard a sermon by John of Avi-
la and reacted to the sermon by 
running into the street, scream-
ing and tearing at his hair, and 
was placed in an insane asylum. 
John of Avila came to see him 
and encouraged him to focus on 
helping the poor rather than dwell 
on his individual hardship and 
guilt.  When Cidade was released 
from the asylum, he set out to 

help the poor. He founded the 
Order of Hospitallers to care for 
the sick and poor, which became 
the Brothers Hospitallers of Saint 
John of God, now operating in 53 
countries and in more than 300 
hospitals. He died in 1550 and 
was canonized in 1690.

Saint Frances of Rome
March 9 is the feast day of Saint 

Frances of Rome. Frances was 
born in 1384 to a wealthy fami-

ly in Rome. When she was 
11, she asked her parents 
for permission to join a 
convent. Her parents re-

fused; they had arranged 
a marriage for her, which 
took place two years later. 

As a wife, Frances was unhappy. 
Frances and her husband had 
three children. In 1408 and 1410 
Frances’s family was persecuted 
for their support for the pope. Her 
husband was stabbed by the in-
vaders, but recovered with Fran-
ces’s care. She turned part of the 
family home into a hospital to care 
for those harmed by the invasion. 
Three years later, a pestilence 
claimed the life of her oldest son, 

and a year later her son appeared 
to Frances in a vision, warning 
that his sister, Frances’s daugh-
ter, would die soon and that she 
would be guided by an angel for 
the rest of her life. Her daughter 
died at 16. After her husband’s 
death, she founded the Oblates of 
Mary under the Rule of Saint Ben-
edict and organized other women 
in charitable works.  She died on 
March 9, 1440, and was canonized 
in 1608.

Saint Patrick
March 17 is the feast day of 

Saint Patrick. He was born around 
389 in Britain to Roman parents. 
The Roman Empire was in decline, 
forcing the Roman authorities to 
evacuate to Britain. Around 406, 
Patrick was abducted by barbar-
ians and taken to Ireland to work 
as a slave. During his captivity, 
Patrick grew in his faith. Six years 
after his capture, he had a vision 
in a dream, encouraging him to 
escape and return to his home, 
and he did. Later, he had a vision 
in a dream, encouraging him to 
return to Ireland and preach the 
Gospel to the pagan Irish. The 
church he established in Northern 
Ireland is the principal Catholic 
Church in Ireland. Patrick died in 
461 and is the patron of Ireland. 
March 17 is a holy day of obliga-
tion in Ireland.

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem
March 18 is the feast day of 

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem (315-
386). He was the bishop of Jeru-
salem and opposed the heresy of 
Arius, who had affirmed that the 
Son of God did not always exist, 
but was created by God the Fa-
ther. For this opposition, he was 
removed three times from his 
episcopate in Jerusalem by Arians 
within the Church, but he perse-
vered in his defense of the faith 
against heresy and was declared a 
doctor of the Church in 1882.

Ted King is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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