
More than two dozen Catholic 
legislators, staff and clergy joined 
Archbishop Coakley and Bishop 
Konderla at the first-ever Oklaho-
ma Catholic Legislators Caucus on 
March 29 at the State Capitol. 

The luncheon was sponsored by 
the new Catholic Conference of 
Oklahoma, which provides legis-
lative representation to the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City and the 
Diocese of Tulsa. The event fea-
tured national speaker and family 
law expert, Helen Alvare.

Alvare spoke to lawmakers about 
how Catholic social teaching relates 

to many of the issues being debat-
ed this year during the legislative 
session, including religious freedom 
and the family. 

“The human person is a gifted 
giver. Everybody has different gifts,” 
said Alvare, a 
professor at 
Antonin Scalia 
Law School at 
George Mason 
University in 
Virginia. “We 
bring different 
gifts to the table. Diversity is itself a 
gift, and this is part of the solidarity 
of Catholic social teaching.”

She encouraged legislators from 
both parties to focus less on their 

ideological differences and more on 
their individual and collective gifts 
and expertise to find solutions.

“There is so much we could bring 
to one another. A single mother 
in poverty needs things from the 

left and the right. 
She needs to be 
responsible for 
creating a fam-
ily structure for 
her children and 
she also needs to 
have a neighbor-

hood where there’s a fair chance 
at education, where there’s not an 
over-incarceration of the men, etc. 
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Go Make Disciples

Bishops host first Oklahoma Catholic 
Legislators Caucus

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Beltran celebrates 
40th anniversary as bishop 

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner CatholicArchbishop 

Beltran

continued on page 16

continued on page 7

Before returning to seminary after 
Christmas break, Joseph Beltran 
pulled a piece of paper from a desk 

in his parents’ Pennsylvania home and 
wrote a note to his younger brother. It was 
the name of the bishop of Savannah, Ga., 
and his address. 

His younger brother, Eusebius – a high 
school senior at the time – was steadfast in 
his plan to go to seminary and study for a 
diocese in Alabama. He was interested in the 
“tremendous program” for vocations and the 
Alabama missions. 

“My brother was smart not to push me. 
He just left the note. When he was gone, I 
looked at the bishop’s name and I thought 
‘Well, it won’t hurt to write him.’ So, I wrote 
a letter to the bishop and the bishop accept-
ed me and sent me to seminary!” 

Joseph’s younger brother Archbishop 
Emeritus Eusebius Joseph Beltran will cel-
ebrate his 58th anniversary of ordination in 
May and 40 years as a bishop on April 20. 

“It has been a long time, but it sure has 
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a St. John the Baptist, Ed-
mond, has openings in their 
part-time children’s day out 
program for the 2018-2019 
school year. More informa-
tion can be found http://
stjohn-catholic.org or by 
contacting (405) 340-1789 or 
e-mail nest@stjohn-catholic.
org.

a Catholic young adults 
of OKC is open to all young 
adults (ages 18-39, married 
or single) in the archdiocese. 
Visit Facebook page (Catho-
lic Young Adults of OKC) for 
information or e-mail 
info@catholicyoungadultsokc.
com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

“The shepherd cannot run at the first sign of dan-
ger.” Those of us who have become familiar with the 
life and witness of Blessed Stanley Rother immediate-
ly recognize those words. They were his words. 

When his life was in danger, he made the conscious 
decision to remain with his flock. He laid down his 
life. Blessed Stanley made his own the words of Jesus 
that we hear in the Gospel for Good Shepherd Sun-
day. 

“I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays 
down his life for his sheep.” He was no “hired man” 
who “sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
runs away.”

Each year on the Fourth Sunday of Easter, the 
Church observes 
Good Shepherd Sun-
day when we hear the 
Gospel proclaimed that 
describes characteris-
tics of the Good Shep-
herd: fidelity, love unto 
death, devotion to his 
flock, concern for the 
wandering and the lost. 
It is a portrait of Jesus. 

It is a reminder of 
what priests are called 
to embody as icons of 
the Good Shepherd. 
Blessed Stanley Rother 
was a good shepherd. 
We have many good 
shepherds serving in 
the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. 

In this issue of the Sooner Catholic you see the 
images of many of our priests who are accepting 
new missions within the archdiocese or are moving 
into a new stage of their priesthood. From the newly 
ordained to those who have served for more than 50 
years, we give thanks to God for these men whose 
lives are consecrated to God for the service of his peo-
ple. “You are a priest forever” (Ps 110:4)!

Good Shepherd Sunday reminds us to pray for 

our priests. They have 
been entrusted with the 
pastoral care of God’s 
flock, which is an awe-
some burden to bear. 
They need our support, 
our prayers, our under-
standing and encourage-
ment. We priests carry a treasure in earthen vessels. 

We are conscious of our weaknesses and limita-
tions, but we also are aware that God has chosen 
and consecrated us. He uses us as his instruments 
to bring Jesus to his people and to bring his people 
to Jesus. We stand in his place at the altar. We are 

heralds of his Gospel of salvation, 
channels of his mercy and ministers of 
the bread of life, the Eucharist. We are 
witnesses to hope and prophets of his 
justice.

The fruitfulness of our priestly minis-
try is directly related to our being unit-
ed with Jesus who lays down his life 
for his sheep. Like the grain of wheat 
that must die before it can produce 
a rich harvest, our lives also must be 
patterned on this paschal mystery. 

The parish of Saint James the Apos-
tle in Santiago Atitlan where Blessed 
Stanley Rother served had not had a 
single priestly vocation in more than 
400 years. Since his death there have 
been nine priests ordained from that 
parish and at least seven seminarians 
are currently in formation.

I pray that through the faithful wit-
ness of priests such as Blessed Stanley and others 
that young men will be inspired to offer their lives in 
service to the Church as priests for our archdiocese. 

This year, we already have had a nearly unprece-
dented number of calls and application requests for 
seminary.

Please pray for good shepherds. Pray for our priests 
and seminarians and for an abundant harvest of vo-
cations for the Church in Oklahoma.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

A good shepherd lays down his life 
for his sheep

Loving God,
We rejoice now in the glory of 

your resurrection,
celebrating your life with Easter 
joy. We are filled with confident 

hopeand feel our spirits renewed 
within us. Our hearts burn with a 
new depth of love as we see your 

light shine in the darkness.
Lead us, Lord. 

We are your people.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

April 15 – Mystagogy Mass, 4 p.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
April 17 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
April 17 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
April 17 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
April 17 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Damien of Molokai, Edmond
April 18 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., Prince of Peace, Altus
April 19 – Greeting and opening prayer for Safe Environment in-service, 9:30 a.m., CPC
April 19 – Stewardship/Development Priests Advisory Committee meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
April 19 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals luncheon, 11 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC
April 19 – Senior staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
April 19 – Catholic Conference of Oklahoma Board teleconference, 3 p.m.
April 21 – Confirmation, 10 a.m., St. Mary, Clinton
April 21 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., St. Charles Borromeo, OKC
April 22 – Confirmation and dedication of new church, 8 a.m., Holy Cross, Madill
April 22 – Confirmation, 12:30 p.m., Church of the Good Shepherd, Marietta
April 22 – Scout Mass, 4 p.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
April 24 – Catholic Advocacy Day, 8 a.m., Oklahoma State Capitol
April 24 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Mark, Norman
April 25 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., St. Francis Xavier, Enid
April 26 – Opening prayer for Digital Church Conference, 9 a.m., CPC
April 26 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Sanctuary Women’s Development Center, OKC
April 26 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Mary, Guthrie
April 27 – One Church Many Disciples Campaign Cabinet meeting, 4:30 p.m., CPC
April 28 – Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass and banquet, 5 p.m., St. Thomas More University Parish and 
Marriott Convention Center at NCED, Norman
April 29 – Confirmation, 11 a.m., St. Joseph, Ada
April 29 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., S.t Catherine of Sienna, Pauls Valley

Beginning in October, 10 parishes in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City were the 
first to participate in the One Church, 

Many Disciples capital campaign. 
The campaign – the first of its kind in the 

archdiocese – set out with a 
challenging goal of raising $60 
million to build a shrine for 
Blessed Stanley Rother and to 
support various shared minis-
tries.

These pilot parishes, located 
as far north as Enid and as far 
south as Purcell, were asked to 
participate in the first group – or 
wave – of parishes to test the 
campaign plan in a variety of 
situations. The parishes includ-
ed a mix of urban, suburban 
and rural parishes, and several 
parishes with Spanish-speaking 
communities. 

So far, the 10 pilot parish-
es have raised more than $10 
million toward their combined 
goals, totaling $8.5 million. To-
gether with the lead gift efforts 
of Archbishop Coakley and 
his committee, and early results from Wave 2 
parishes, the campaign already has raised $36 
million – 59 percent of its overall goal! 

The excitement and momentum that the 

campaign has generated should be encouraging 
to pastors and laity of the parishes that have 
yet to begin their campaigns. As this is the first 
campaign of its size and scope in the archdio-
cese, it was to be expected that some would feel 

apprehensive prior to the start of Wave 1. 
Father Stephen Hamilton, pastor of Wave 1 

pilot parish Saint Monica in Edmond, remem-
bers his nervousness at the beginning. 

“It really seemed like a lot at the beginning,” 
Father Hamilton said. “I was not very comfort-
able with the idea of being a fundraiser. I had 
no idea how I was going to reach our total goal 
of nearly $1.9 million.” 

Father Hamilton quickly settled 
into the role, however, as families 
in the parish responded gener-
ously. Saint Monica exceeded its 
goal and has raised more than 
$2 million. 

“The campaign was not a hard 
sell,” Father Hamilton said. 
“People were very excited about 
the different aspects of the 
campaign, and the fact that our 
parish would be getting money 
back was very exciting for me as 
a pastor. While I was nervous 
about asking for gifts, everyone 
seemed interested and support-
ive because they really saw the 
value.” 

Saint Monica was joined by 
nine other Wave I pilot parish-
es, each of which have exceeded 
their goals. Parishes receive 20 
percent of their parishioners’ 

gifts up to goal and 50 percent of gifts over goal 
to fund local parish needs. 

The campaign’s early success bodes well for 
the 98 parishes and missions yet to complete 
their campaigns, including 29 parishes in Wave 
2, which is underway, and about 30 each in 
Wave 3, beginning in August 2018, and Wave 4 
starting in January 2019.
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One Church, Many Disciples pilot parishes 
exceed campaign goals

One Church, Many Disciples
www.onechurchmanydisciples.org

Parishioners from St. Mark the Evangelist, Norman, at a One Church, Many Disciples 
campaign meeting. Photo provided.
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Priest Assignments 2018
Effective July 3, unless otherwise noted.

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Retirement
Rev. Thomas 
Dowdell

Associate Pastor Associate Pastor Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

St. John the 
Baptist, Edmond 
(effective Aug. 31)

Rev. Anthony 
Ram

Rev. Linh Bui

St. Francis of 
Assisi, Oklahoma 
City

Epiphany of the 
Lord, Oklahoma 
City

Rev. Prabhakar 
Kalivela

Rev. Rajesh 
Nettem

Residence: To 
be announced

Retirement
Rev. George 
Pupius

Residence: St. 
James the Greater, 
Oklahoma City

Pastor

Rev. Christopher 
Brashears 

St. Peter, Guymon 
(St. Frances Cabrini, 
Beaver; Church of 
the Good Shepherd, 
Boise City; Sacred 
Heart, Hooker)

Pastor
Rev. Joseph 
Irwin 

St. Joseph, 
Norman (effec-
tive July 12)

Pastor
Rev. Philip 
Louis

St. Matthew, Elk 
City (effective 
June 1)

Pastor

Rev. Mark Mason 

St. Francis Xavier, 
Enid (St. Gregory 
the Great, Enid; St. 
Michael, Goltry)

Pastor
Rev. Kevin 
Ratterman 

St. Mary, 
Ardmore

Pastor
Rev. Lance 
Warren

Sacred Heart, El 
Reno (St. Joseph, 
Union City)

Pastor

Rev. Michael 
Wheelahan

Holy Name of Je-
sus, Chickasha (St. 
Peter, Lindsey)

St. Peter, Wood-
ward (St. Joseph, 
Buffalo; Sacred 
Heart, Moreland; 
Holy Name, Shat-
tuck)

Associate Pastor
Rev. Vic 
Luong 

Blessed 
Sacrament, 
Lawton

Associate  Pastor
Rev. Macario 
Martinez, O.S.B.

St. Charles 
Borromeo, 
Oklahoma City

Associate Pastor

Special Assignment

Chaplain, Con-
ception Seminary 
College, Conception, 
Mo.

Rev. Scott 
Boeckman

Special Assignment

Director of 
Seminarians

Rev. Timothy 
Fuller

Special Assignment

Vicar for Priests

Rev. Joseph 
Irwin

Special Assignment

Chaplain, St. Anthony 
Hospital, Oklahoma 
City 
Residence: St. Joseph 
Old Cathedral (effec-
tive Aug. 31)

Rev. Martin 
Larok

Rev. John Paul 
Lewis

St. Peter, Guymon 
(St. Frances Cabri-
ni, Beaver; Church 
of the Good Shep-
herd, Boise City; Sa-
cred Heart, Hooker)

OKLAHOMA CITY – Archbishop Paul S. 
Coakley announced April 2 an agreement to 
sell Saint Ann Nursing Home to SA Operations, 
which will be managed by Grace Living Cen-
ters. The agreement does not include Saint Ann 
Retirement Center or assisted living.  

The agreement provides specialized skilled 
care for residents and families while maintain-
ing its Catholic identity. Subject to regulatory 

approval, Grace Living Centers will take over 
management of the nursing home on April 17 
with final transfer upon completion of the cer-
tificate of need process.   

“We are blessed by Don Greiner and his fami-
ly’s commitment to bring his company’s de-
cades of experience to Saint Ann. Our residents 
deserve the best care provided by professionals 
while serving residents’ spiritual needs in our 

Catholic faith tradition,” Archbishop Coakley 
said. “While the archdiocese has maintained 
these standards since Saint Ann opened in 
1950, operating a nursing care facility has 
become a specialized industry. With its great 
experience and compassion, Grace Living 
Centers is much better positioned to operate 
Saint Ann.”  

Grace Living Centers is a top-rated Okla-
homa company that manages 31 skilled 
nursing facilities throughout the state. 

Greiner and his family have been a part of 
Saint Ann’s growth since his father served on 
Saint Ann’s board of directors in the 1980s.    

“My family has a long relationship with Saint 
Ann. As practicing Catholics and former board 
members and advisors of Saint Ann, we have 
remained active and involved in this communi-
ty for more than 40 years,” Greiner said. “I am 
excited to share our family’s 42 years of expe-
rience in this profession with the residents and 
families at Saint Ann, and to further the legacy 
of outstanding care.” 

Greiner said the name of the nursing home 
will remain Saint Ann and its Catholic identity 
maintained, including celebrating Mass and 
other prayer services in the chapel.    

Information on the agreement was shared 
with residents, employees and families. For 
more information on Grace Living Centers, go 
online to www.gracelivingcenters.com.

Senior girls from both Mount Saint Mary 
Catholic High School and Bishop Mc-
Guinness Catholic High School in Okla-

homa City were invited March 29 to “Women 
Speak for Themselves,” a conference featuring 
Helen Alvare.

Alvare set out to offer the girls useful, rea-
sonable thoughts regarding what are typically 
viewed as controversial topics that she says are 
“not usually treated so reasonably or discussed 
very peaceably.” 

Alvare aimed to teach the students ways to 
think about such topics, particularly through a 
Catholic lens. 

In addition to being a professor of law at 
Antonin Scalia Law School at George Mason 
University, Alvare has a master’s degree in 
Systematic Theology. She worked for the U.S. 
Catholic bishops as an attorney, including 
having written many of their briefs for the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

The most persuasive of these briefs, she 
believes, centered on the abortion issues that 
were both pro-life and pro-woman. The in-
termingling of these two stances is what she 
terms “pro-life feminism.” 

Alvare began to spend a lot of time with 

post-abortive women who were suffering. She 
believes it was the “sexualization of women” 
that led them to abort their children. 

“Sexual expression without any connection to 
kids, and without a marital commitment, (was) 
like the ‘highest good for women,’” she said. 

“Somehow,” she said, “when politicians or 
interest groups, or Planned Parenthood, stands 
out in this regard, it’s almost like contracep-
tion equals women’s freedom, abortion equals 
women’s freedom.”

“What does this do to the woman?” she 
posed, “Not only women, but poor women.”

Alvare told the audience she eventually got 
tired of some women in Washington or Planned 
Parenthood claiming they speak for all of us, 
and formed her own group, “Women Speak for 
Themselves.” 

“They are ‘The Man,’” she said. “Planned Par-
enthood is the new ‘Man,’ telling you what to 
think, telling you what all women think.” 

Alvare uses “Women Speak for Themselves” 
as a training tool for women who have a voice 
and want to know how to use it effectively. She 
brings women into Washington and gives them 
media training and then sends them home with 
their own news release. 

“If you don’t agree with them, let me show 
you how to make your argument,” she urges.

Alvare said she trains anybody from artists 

and dancers to obstetricians, judges and high 
school principals – all women, to “understand 
the current immiseration of women to speak 
about things from their perspective, from a 
#MeToo perspective, and then go back to their 
locale and do it there.”

When Alvare asked if there were any ques-
tions, many students raised their hands. The 
students wondered if abortion would be mor-
ally acceptable in cases of rape. They asked if 
Alvare knew any women who were happy they 
had an abortion. 

“We are women and we don’t hate men, we 
love them, we love children, but we have to 
speak for ourselves about what we want and 
need here in the context of it’s good to choose 
sexual sanity, it’s good to choose life.” 

Asked what she believes can help bridge the 
gap between pro-life and pro-choice feminists, 
“women for human rights,” she answered. 

“Women have always had a unique voice in 
the human rights space, women have always 
had, what Saint John Paul II called, ‘the capac-
ity for the other.’ We do. And, we know we do. 
We recognize that truth.”

For more information about “Women Speak 
for Themselves,” visit www.womenspeakforth-
emselves.com. 

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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“Women Speak for Themselves” conference 
addresses pro-life feminism

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Grace Living Centers to bring experience, continued 
Catholic tradition to St. Ann Nursing Home 

www.stelizabethedmond.org
REGISTER ONLINE:

FRIDAY MAY 4th

1:00PM START
KICKINGBIRD
G O L F  C O U R S E

Family law and Catholic social teaching expert, Helen Alvare, meets with senior girls of Mount St. Mary Catholic High School and Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School. Photo Eliana Tedrow/Sooner Catholic.



ADA - When a beloved Ada teacher, Alice 
Garber, passed away, her husband, John Gar-
ber, wanted to honor the memory of his wife.

Alice and John Garber 
were active members of 
Saint Joseph in Ada and 
involved with youth activ-
ities. The Garbers thought 
students should be in-
spired to excel and then 
be rewarded for excellence. 
After Alice passed, John 
came up with a plan. In 
December 2014, Garber 
offered more than 100 
eighth-graders a chance 
for an all-expense trip to 
London if they excelled in 
school. The offer was open 
to students who earned 
straight As each year 
through their junior year of 
high school.  

Students who had one 
or two Bs among the As 
through their junior year 
also had an opportunity for 
the trip.  

On March 20, 19 students and four chaper-
ones left Ada High School via bus for Dallas to 
fly to London. 

“This was the best way I could ever honor the 

memory of my wife,” Garber said. “Travel is the 
best classroom.”  

He paid for the students’ flights, hotels, 
meals and sightseeing. Students had a packed 
itinerary. 

Tour chaperone Mary Garber said, “The stu-
dents kept me energized. We kept so busy, but 
they enjoyed everything and were so enthusi-
astic. 

Mary Garber said some of the students’ favor-

ite stops were Warwick Castle and the London 
Eye. The London Eye is one of the largest Ferris 
Wheels in the world and is in downtown Lon-
don. It was opened to the public in 2000 and is 
443 feet high.

“My favorite was how big 
Westminster Abbey was. 
The view from the London 
Eye was incredible. To see 
all those buildings from 
the 12th century and 16th 
century and all the modern 
buildings mixed in. It was 
incredible not see a single 
blade of grass,” student 
Tanner Gilliam said. “After 
being on that trip, I would 
like to major in aviation, so 
I can travel and see the real 
world.”   

Other activities the 
students visited were the 
Tower of London, the wax 
museum, the Natural 
History Museum, and the 
show “Women in Black.” 

John Garber’s goal is for 
the students to excel in the 
classroom and for them to 
make great life choices. 

“The more skills they have, the more expo-
sure they have to the real world, the better 
chances they will have in life.”  

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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“Travel is the best classroom”
By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

On March 24, hundreds of 
supporters joined Archbishop 
Coakley at the Embassy Suites 

Hotel in Oklahoma City for Birth 
Choice’s annual “Life of the Party” 
gala. Photos Jan Foisy.

Life of the Party gala

World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations

The 2018 World Day of Prayer for Vocations will be ob-
served Sunday, April 22, also known as “Good Shepherd 
Sunday.” The purpose of this day is to publicly fulfill the 
Lord’s instruction to “Pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
laborers into his harvest” (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2). 

Please pray that young men and women hear and re-
spond generously to the Lord’s call to the priesthood, 
diaconate, religious life, societies of apostolic life or secular 
institutes. 

Find resources to promote a culture of vocations at www.
usccb.org/vocations.

There’s lots of room for conversa-
tion,” Alvare said.

She said the most important fac-
tor in the gap between the wealthy 
and the poor in the United States 
is family structure, not race, edu-
cation level or immigration status.

“The statement that the family is 
the basic cell of society is true. It’s 
really important in so many ways,” 
she said. 

“I think many people are sur-
prised that Catholic social teach-
ing even deals with these issues 

because they think that sex, 
marriage, family is a private mat-
ter. But, I think Catholic social 
teaching on the family can account 
for our current moment and can 
prescribe for our current moment 
better than other systems. The left 
and the right have to work togeth-
er to help the adults at the front 
door and not forget the children at 
the back door.”

Founded in 2017 by Oklahoma’s 
Catholic bishops, the Catholic 
Conference of Oklahoma serves 
as the official voice of the Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma on matters 
of public policy. The conference 

operates at the intersection of faith 
and politics. 

By applying Catholic moral prin-
ciples to the important political 
questions of the day, the confer-
ence strives to ensure that citizens 
and elected officials evaluate pub-
lic policy options in light of a moral 
framework that transcends party 
affiliation or partisan politics. 

The six essential priorities the 

conference considers for its ad-
vocacy efforts are life and hu-
man dignity, criminal justice and 
punishment, education, health 
and welfare, labor and economics, 
immigration, and marriage and 
family.

For more information, go online 
to www.okcatholic.org.

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner 
Catholic.

This past 
week the Vat-
ican offered 
and impressive 
news confer-
ence on the 
release of Pope 
Francis’ lat-
est apostolic 
exhortation, 

“Gaudete et Exsultate,” “Rejoice and be Glad.” 
The theme of this letter is the call to holiness in 
today’s world. 

Here are the first two paragraphs:  
1. “Rejoice and be glad” (Mt. 5:12), Jesus tells 

those persecuted or humiliated for his sake. 
The Lord asks everything of us, and in return 
he offers us true life, the happiness for which 
we were created. He wants us to be saints and 
not to settle for a bland and mediocre exis-
tence. The call to holiness is present in various 
ways from the very first pages of the Bible. We 
see it expressed in the Lord’s words to Abra-
ham: “Walk before me, and be blameless” (Gen. 
17:1).

2. What follows is not meant to be a treatise 
on holiness, containing definitions and distinc-
tions helpful for understanding this important 
subject, or a discussion of the various means 
of sanctification. My modest goal is to re-pro-
pose the call to holiness in a practical way for 

our own time, with all its risks, challenges and 
opportunities. For the Lord has chosen each 
one of us “to be holy and blameless before him 
in love” (Eph. 1:4).

The document consists of five chapters. Here 
are the chapter titles with a short comment 
regarding the content of that section:

1. The call to holiness: The lives of the 
saints are examples of how others have re-
sponded to this universal call to holiness and 
can show us how we too can respond to this 
call to love and mercy.

2. Two subtle enemies of holiness:  Old 
heresies have come back to ruin our path to 
holiness. Modern Gnosticism forgets that a per-
son’s perfection is cannot be measured by the 
information or knowledge they possess, but by 
the depth of their charity, their love and mercy. 
In modern Pelagianism others fall into the error 
of attributing their holiness to the human will, 
to personal effort and forget that everything 
depends not on human will or exertion, but on 
God who shows mercy and that he first loved 
us.

3. In the light of the master: The Beati-
tudes are at the heart of our imitation of Christ 
and our path to holiness and merciful service 
to others.

4. Signs of holiness in today’s world: Here 
are the signs mentioned in this chapter: 
 Perseverance, patience and meekness

 Joy 
and a 
sense of 
humor
 Bold-

ness and 
passion
 In 

commu-
nity
 In constant prayer.
5. Spiritual combat, vigilance and discern-

ment: This journey is not an easy one, We will 
be confronted by the powers of darkness from 
without and within. As the Holy Father says, 
“Christian triumph is always a cross, yet a 
cross that is at the same time a victorious ban-
ner, borne with aggressive tenderness against 
the assaults of evil.”

Pope Francis ends this beautiful meditation 
on holiness with these words. 

“It is my hope that these pages will prove 
helpful by enabling the whole Church to de-
vote herself anew to promoting the desire for 
holiness. Let us ask the Holy Spirit to pour 
out upon us a fervent longing to be saints for 
God’s greater glory, and let us encourage one 
another in this effort. In this way, we will share 
a happiness that the world will not be able to 
take from us.”
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Holiness is for everybody

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

A first look at Gaudete et Exsultate

Echoes
of 

Christ

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Father George Carpentier was 
a Dominican priest born in 
France who came to Oklaho-

ma in 1946, specifically to minister to 
African American Catholics. He was 
given the task of revitalizing Saint 
Catherine in Guthrie that had ceased 
to function in 1933. With an inspiring 
energy, he built a new church as well 
as the church in Langston in 1948 to 
serve the students and faculty of the 
university. Crescent also was under 
his care. Father Carpentier’s work and 
sanctity is legendary in those com-
munities. A true Dominican in every 
sense, he lived frugally and gave away 
most of his possessions. If a family had 
a need for food and clothing he found 
ways of meeting those needs, usually coming from his own financ-

es. The archive’s copies of his letters to the bishop reveal 
that oft times they were written on the back of letters he 

had received! This good and noble man left Oklahoma in 
1964 to return to the mother house of his order, but not 
before many acclaimed him a walking, breathing saint.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

continued from page 1

Bishops host first Oklahoma Catholic Legislators Caucus

National speaker and family law expert, Helen Alvare speaks at the first-ever 
Oklahoma Catholic Legislators Caucus on March 29 at the State Capitol. Photo 
Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic. 
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HOLY WEEK 
Archdiocese of oklAhomA city 

St. Mark the Evangelist, Norman. Photo Tim Sharpe.

St. Thomas More University Parish, Norman. Photo Chris Porter.St. Charles Borromeo, Oklahoma City. Photo Cara Koenig.St. John the Baptist, Edmond. Photo Jan Foisy.

The Faithful Shepherd Award recepient Fr. Don Wolf. Photo Cara Koenig.

St. Benedict, Shawnee. Photo Cara Koenig.

St. Benedict, Shawnee. Photo Cara Koenig.

St. Andrew, Moore. Photo Cara Koenig. The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Photo Cara Koenig.
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God speaks in the silence of creation
A Millennial Journey in Faith

Anamaría 
Scaperlanda  

Biddick 
For the Sooner 

Catholic

Jobs Box
Principal - OKC

St. Eugene, OKC, seeks a prin-
cipal to serve 300 students in 
grades PK-3 through 8th grade. 
Effective July 1. Candidate must 
be practicing Catholic who has 
knowledge and understanding of 
the faith. Minimum of five years 
teaching experience, preferably in 
a Catholic school, and a master’s 
degree in any education related 
field a must. At least 18 semester 
hours of graduate work should be 
in administration, supervision and 
curriculum development. Contact 
Diane Floyd, superintendent, at 
(405)721-4202, dfloyd@archokc.
org. 

Art teacher - OKC
Rosary Catholic School, OKC, is 

seeking an elementary part-time 
art teacher. Must have background 
in education or art. Teaching expe-
rience preferred. Qualified, inter-
ested applicants e-mail resume to 
Christy Harris, principal@rosary-
school.com.

RE director - OKC
Little Flower, OKC, is hiring a 

part-time DRE. Must be bilingual. 
Call Angelica at (405) 235-2037.

Teachers - Norman
All Saints, Norman, is accept-

ing applications for teachers for 
the 2018-2019 school year. A 

bachelor’s degree in education 
with state teaching certifica-
tion in the desired teaching area 
required. Send resume, cover 
letter and copy of teaching certif-
icate to Dana Wade, principal, All 
Saints Catholic School, dwade@
allsaintsnorman.org. Download 
teacher application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet. No phone calls. 

Teachers - OKC
Sacred Heart, OKC, is accept-

ing applications for elementary 
and middle school teaching po-
sitions for the 2018-2019 school 
year. Must hold state certification. 
Teaching experience preferred. 
Qualified, interested applicants 
e-mail resume and application to 
Adriana Garza, SHCS, 2700 S. 
Shartel Ave., OKC, OK  73109, or 
principal@sacredheartokc.org. Ap-
plication packet available at www.
archokc.org/catholic-schooloffice/
documents. 

Principal - OKC
Bishop John Carroll is searching 

for a principal. BJCCS is a diverse 
Catholic community, serving pre-K 
through eighth grade in Oklahoma 
City. Must be a practicing Catholic 
with a master’s degree (or higher) 
and appropriate certification. A 
minimum of three years admin-
istrative experience preferred. 
Effective July 1. Contact superin-
tendent at P.O. Box 32180, OKC 
73123 or (405) 721-4202.

Teachers - MWC
St. Philip Neri, Midwest City, is 

seeking elementary and early child-
hood teachers. Must hold state 
certification. Teaching experience 
preferred. E-mail Brenda Tener, 
principal, btener@spnok.org.

Teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is seek-

ing teachers for the 2018-2019 
school year. Bachelor’s degree in 
education with state teaching certi-
fication in the desired teaching area 
a must. Send resume, cover letter 
and copy of teaching certificate 
to Laura Gallagher, principal, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, 925 S. Bou-
levard, Edmond 73034 or lgallagh-
er@stjohn-catholic.org. Download 
teacher application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet. No phone calls.

Teachers – OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a theology and 
social studies (Oklahoma history 
and geography) teacher. Must have 
at least two years full-time teach-
ing experience. Spanish proficien-
cy preferred. Must be practicing 
Catholic in good standing with a 
bachelor’s or master’s degree in 
theology, background in Catholic 
social teaching and U.S. Catholic 
bishop’s framework. Social studies 
teacher must have a bachelor’s 
degree and a valid teacher creden-
tial. Apply at www.cristoreyokc.
org/careers.

Principal - Ponca City
St. Mary is seeking a principal 

for the 2018-2019 school year. 
Candidate must be a practicing 
Catholic with a minimum of five 
years teaching experience. Admin-
istrative experience preferred. Ef-
fective July 1. For application, 
contact superintendent, P.O. Box 
32180, OKC 73123 or call (405) 
721-4202. 

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.

Our walks have brought us tulips and cherry 
blossoms, growing willow leaves gracefully tilt-
ed downward and still-bare trees. The promise 
of purple bearded irises and orange tiger lilies 
grow in familiar spots, while a bright red robin 
sings high in the tree. The near silence of cre-
ation speaks through the earthly awakening of 
spring.

In the “Power of Silence,” Cardinal Robert 
Sarah writes of the ways that God speaks 
through creation. 

He writes, “Creation itself is a silent word of 
God. The wordless beauty of nature displays 
before our eyes the manifold riches of a Father 
who is ceaselessly present among men. That 
divine speech is not audible to ears that are too 
human; nevertheless, it is the most profound 
speech of all. The sun, the moon and the stars 
are absolutely silent to our ears, but they are 
a word and a message essential to our earthly 
existence.”

This past fall, my husband and I attended a 
Silent Eucharistic Retreat at the Spiritual Life 
Center in the Diocese of Wichita. The retreat 
offered the occasion to bask in the physical 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist, drawing 
nearer to Him through the physical presence. 

In addition to this vital opportunity to simply 
sit with God, we had the time for long, winding 
walks in the woods with the crunch of frost 
underfoot in the late October morning and the 
dark, wet earth in the late afternoon sun. The 
quiet amidst the trees seeped into my soul in a 
mysterious way, preparing me to hear God in 
the silence of Eucharistic Adoration.

It is in creation that many people first know 
God. As a child, the splendor of the wildflowers 
and tress dancing in the sunlight heightened 
my religious awareness, stirring me to the 
depths of my being. The question “Who created 
this?” was made present in my soul, not quite 
formulated into a thought. 

Sofia Cavaletti’s book “The Religious Potential 
of the Child,” is rife with stories of very young 
children for whom creation is central to their 
relationship with God. One story in particular 
stood out. A little girl grew up in an atheis-
tic household, yet she knew God through the 
whisperings of the trees, the very existence of 
creation. One day, she heard the word, “God,” 
and asked her father what it meant.

He explained God as a concept for foolish, 
uneducated people who thought God created 
the world. His daughter responded by twirl-

ing and 
chanting, 
“I knew it 
was true, 
I knew it 
was true!” 
despite her 
father’s 
efforts to 
convince her otherwise.

Cardinal Sarah affirms, “I am certain that 
God gives to each believer a heart capable of 
hearing the language of creation. According 
to the expression of Ben Sirach the Sage, the 
Father has ‘set His eye on (men’s) hearts (Sir 
17:8), so that the believer may look at God, his 
neighbor, and the whole of creation with God’s 
eyes. God has sealed my heart in his heart. 
God dwells in my heart. From now on, man 
and God are in league, because they have the 
same heart and the same eyes: what God sees 
and hears, the believer also can see and hear. I 
dare to say such a love exists.”

How much do I have to slow down and quiet 
my inner thoughts to be able to look? When I 
do, my soul is filled with a unique awareness of 
God’s presence.

NEW YORK – In the long history of the 
Church, perhaps no partnership has been 
more consequential than that between Saint 
Paul the Apostle and his disciple, Saint Luke.

Between them, they account for at least 15 of 
the 27 books of the New Testament, and Luke 
accompanied Paul on some of the journeys 
during which the Apostle to the Gentiles sowed 
the seeds of faith across the Roman Empire.

So, the idea of a film exploring the relation-
ship between 
these two 
great figures 
cer- tainly 
seems prom-
ising. With 
the drama “Paul, Apostle of Christ” (Sony), 
however, only part of that potential is realized.

Writer-director Andrew Hyatt’s somewhat 
flawed script fleshes out the bare bones avail-
able to us from the canonical sources with 
believable human details. But, it unwisely 
presents famous verses and, indeed, whole 
passages of Scripture as deriving from Paul’s 
spontaneous conversation.

This includes his famous discourse on love 
preserved in the 13th chapter of First Corin-
thians – and familiar to wedding guests every-
where.

The story gets off to a sufficiently dramatic 
start. In the wake of the Great Fire of Rome in 
A.D. 64 – which the Emperor Nero notoriously 
blamed on the followers of Jesus – Christians 
are being subjected to a massive persecution 
and Paul (pleasingly sonorous James Faulk-
ner), as their most prominent leader, has been 
arrested, tried and condemned to death.

Thus, Luke (Jim Caviezel) is taking a huge 
risk when he resolves to return to the Empire’s 
capital and visit Paul in his cell at the Mamer-
tine Prison. Fortunately, he has the help of two 
early Christian leaders mentioned in the Bible, 
husband and wife Aquila (John Lynch) and 
Priscilla (Joanne Whalley).

The spouses are at loggerheads over whether 
the believers still under their protection should 
remain in Rome or flee. Some in the commu-
nity also yearn to take up arms and avenge 
themselves on the authorities.

Though Paul rejects any notion of violent 

resistance, he is reluctant to give orders about 
whether his fellow Christians should stay or go. 
Instead, he and Luke eventually strike on the 
idea of recording Paul’s conversion and their 
missionary travels together, along with other 
events, in the text that will become known as 
the Acts of the Apostles.

Mauritius is perplexed by Luke’s curious 
behavior in sneaking into his prison. Mauritius 
also is preoccupied by the failing health and 
possibly impending death of his beloved daugh-
ter. But, his ambiguous outlook keeps him 
wavering on the question of whether to reach 
out to skilled physician Luke for aid. Though 
his pagan gods are not answering his prayers, 
he fears angering them by inviting a Christian 
into his household.

Catholic viewers will appreciate a scene in 
which Paul celebrates the Eucharist and gives 
Luke Communion as well as the way those fac-
ing slaughter in the arena prepare themselves 
by reciting the Our Father.

In fact, “Paul, Apostle of Christ” works bet-
ter as an easy and enjoyable introduction to 
its two central figures’ lives and works than it 
does considered strictly as a piece of cinema. 
As a valuable resource for catechetical in-
struction, moreover, the movie makes accept-
able and worthwhile fare for teens, despite its 
unsparing, albeit momentary, presentation of 
the sufferings to which Paul himself and many 
of his contemporaries in the early Church were 
subjected.

The film contains scenes of brutality and 
torture with some gore, a few gruesome images 
and mature references, including to prostitu-
tion. The Catholic News Service classification 
is A-II – adults and adolescents. The Motion 
Picture Association of America rating is PG-13 
– parents strongly cautioned. Some material 
may be inappropriate for children under 13.

Mulderig is on the staff of Catholic News Ser-
vice.

NEW YORK – Atheism is set at 
defiance once more in the fran-
chise-extending drama “God’s Not 
Dead: A Light in Darkness” (Pure 
Flix).

Writer-director Michael Ma-
son’s film, the second sequel to 
2014’s “God’s Not Dead,” benefits 
from a less strident tone than its 
predecessors as well as a time-
ly message about the dangers of 
intemperate political and cultural 
discourse.

Reprising his role in the first two 
outings, David A.R. White plays 
earnest and amiable Rev. Dave Hill 
who, as the movie opens, is in the 
clink for defying a city ordinance 
that requires him to hand his ser-
mons over to be scrutinized by the 
local authorities. (Something along 
these lines was attempted in real 

life by the City of Houston in 2014, 
via subpoenas.)

Though he’s quickly sprung, 
Hill’s troubles are just beginning. 
The state university on the cam-
pus of which his church, Saint 
James, stands – it was built when 
the institution was a private one – 
wants the controversial pastor and 
his flock gone, and they’re willing 
to invoke eminent domain to ac-
complish this. 

Hill decides to fight, and seeks 
out his estranged brother Pearce 
(John Corbett), a lawyer, to rep-
resent him in his court battle. 
But, his difficulties multiply 
when Adam (Mike C. Manning), a 
student at the university whose 
latent resentment against religion 
has been riled up by the brouha-
ha, commits an act of vandalism 
against Saint James that has 
entirely unintended but disastrous 
consequences.

Forgiveness and reconciliation 
are the foremost themes in writ-
er-director Michael Mason’s film, 
which sees overwhelmed Hill 
getting into verbal and physical 
altercations with his adversaries, 
even as he tries to patch things up 
with former be-
liever-turned-sec-
ularist Pearce. 
Adam, mean-
while, is tor-
mented by re-
morse for the 
unexpected outcome of his initially 
petty wrongdoing but uncertain 
what to do to make amends.

Catholic viewers will need to 
bring careful discernment to bear 
on a scene in which Adam, in 
revealing to his girlfriend, Kea-
ton (Samantha Boscarino), the 
source of his antipathy toward the 
Church, describes the reaction of 
his childhood parish to his moth-

er’s decision to leave his abusive 
father. Ostracized, she was told 
that if she remarried she would be 
committing adultery.

More charitable and calmer than 
its forerunners, “God’s Not Dead: 
A Light in Darkness” holds out 

the prospect that the 
series, having cleaned 
up at the box office, 
has begun to acquire 
the complacency of 
the prosperous. And, 
in this case, that may 

be a good thing.
The film contains brief violence 

with slight gore. The Catholic 
News Service classification is A-II 
– adults and adolescents. The Mo-
tion Picture Association of America 
rating is PG – parental guidance 
suggested. Some material may not 
be suitable for children.

Mulderig is on the staff of Catho-
lic News Service.
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“God’s Not Dead: A Light in Darkness”
By John Mulderig   

Catholic News Service 

“Paul, Apostle of Christ”
By John Mulderig   

Catholic News Service 

James Faulkner stars as Paul in a scene from in the film “Paul, Apostle of Christ.” The Catholic News Ser-
vice classification is A-II -- adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG-
13 -- parents strongly cautioned. CNS photo/Sony Pictures.



SANTA TECLA, El Salvador – Le-
onor Chacón recuerda como si hu-
biese sido ayer todas las emociones 
que sintió el 24 de marzo de 1980.

Comenzó, recuerda, con la alegría 
que solía acompañar la expectativa 
de que el arzobispo Óscar Romero 
de San Salvador vendría a comer 
con la familia de ella en la pequeña 
ciudad de Santa Tecla, al oeste de la 
capital salvadoreña.

Más tarde fue su decepción cuan-
do su esposo regresó a casa con 
las noticias de que el arzobispo no 
podría venir porque estaba compro-
metido a celebrar misa esa noche en 
la capilla del hospital oncológico, al 
lado de su residencia.

Y entonces fue la llamada in-
formándole que a él le habían dis-
parado mientras celebraba misa.

“Salgo corriendo y me fui al cuarto 
donde estaba mi esposo y lloramos 
los dos”, recordó Chacón, ahora de 
80 años de edad. “Fue un dolor muy 
grande”.

Hoy El Salvador espera ansiosa-
mente la canonización del arzobispo 
que comenzó su vida pastoral como 
un sacerdote conservador cono-
cido por su obra caritativa y pasó 
sus últimos años siendo tildado de 
agitador comunista por expresarse 
libremente con actitud desafiante 
contra los escuadrones de la muerte 
y la represión política.

Pero aunque Chacón celebra la 
atención enfocada en el mensaje 
de paz del beato Romero, para ella 
se trata de un querido amigo que 
consideraba su pequeño restaurante 
familiar y su casa anexa como un 
refugio contra el horror. 

En un receso, mientras hace los 
dulces que vende en jarros de vidrio 
en el mostrador del restaurante, 
Chacón dejó correr las anécdotas.

Recordó la forma en que él solía 
pedir que le contaran chistes y sus 
carcajadas desde el sofá cuando la 
familia bromeaba. Sonrió cariñosa-
mente al rememorar los momentos 
cuando él pasaba horas mirando 
telenovelas con el padre de ella y el 
apetito voraz del beato por los frijo-
les refritos que ella preparaba.

“Él decía que aquí venía a de-
sconectarse de todo, a descansar”, 
recordó. “Decía que era como su 
Betania, como la casa de Marta y 
María”.

Chacón conoció al beato Romero el 
día de su boda en 1963. Su prometi-
do entonces, Raúl, le había hablado 
del sacerdote que le dio refugio en su 
parroquia en el cercano pueblo de 
San Miguel cuando quedó huérfano 
a los 7 años, así que ella le escribió 
para preguntarle si podía casarlos. 
El beato Romero los casó y se quedó 
para el pequeño banquete que la 
familia hizo para los recién casados, 
luego él los llevó a un hotel para su 
noche de bodas y pagó la cuenta.

De ahí en adelante el beato 

comenzó a visitar-
los regularmente 
para comer, en 
camino de ida y 
vuelta a la cap-
ital, entablando 
una relación cer-
cana con muchos 
de los parientes, 
incluida la her-
mana de Chacón , 
Elvira, quien llegó 
a ser su secre-
taria.

El beato 
prefería no hablar 
de política cuan-
do les visitaba 
y esquivaba las 
preocupaciones 
por su seguridad, 
tal como hizo la 
última vez que 
ella lo vio, el 8 de 
marzo de 1980. Él 
rechazó la idea de 
que debía viajar 
con alguien y dijo 
que no quería 
poner en peligro a 
nadie más.

Como muchos 
en El Salvador, 
Chacón considera 
que el arzobis-
po escribió su propia sentencia de 
muerte en la homilía que ofreció el 
día anterior a su asesinato, en la 
cual él le ordenó a los soldados “de-

jar la represión”. 
“Estaba consciente de que lo iban 

a matar, pero no tenía miedo”, re-
cordó Chacón. “Estaba bien sonri-
ente la última vez que vino”.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Un buen pastor da su vida por sus ovejas

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

“El pastor no puede huir a la primera señal 
de peligro”. Aquellos de nosotros que nos he-
mos familiarizado con la vida y el testimonio 
del Beato Stanley Rother reconocemos inmedi-
atamente esas palabras. Eran sus palabras.

Cuando su vida estaba en peligro, tomó la 
decisión consciente de permanecer 
con su rebaño. Él dio su vida. El 
Beato Stanley hizo suyas las pal-
abras de Jesús que escuchamos en 
el Evangelio del Domingo del Buen 
Pastor.

“Soy el buen pastor. Un buen 
pastor da su vida por sus ovejas.” 
No fue un “hombre contratado” 
que al “ver venir a un lobo, deja las 
ovejas y huye “.

Cada año, en el Cuarto Domin-
go de Pascua, la Iglesia observa el 
Domingo del Buen Pastor y escu-
chamos el Evangelio proclamado 
que describe las características del 
Buen Pastor: fidelidad, amor hasta 
la muerte, devoción por su rebaño, 
preocupación por los que andan 
errantes y perdidos. Es un retrato 
de Jesús.

Es un recordatorio de lo que los sacerdotes 
están llamados a encarnar como íconos del 
Buen Pastor. El Beato Stanley Rother fue un 
buen pastor. Tenemos muchos buenos pas-
tores sirviendo en la Arquidiócesis de Oklaho-
ma City.

En este número del Sooner Catholic, usted 
podrá ver imágenes de muchos de nuestros 
sacerdotes que aceptan nuevas misiones den-

tro de la arquidiócesis o se están moviendo a 
una nueva etapa de su sacerdocio. Desde los 
recién ordenados hasta los que han servido 
por más de 50 años, damos gracias a Dios por 
estos hombres cuyas vidas están consagradas 
a Dios para el servicio de su pueblo. “Tú eres 

sacerdote para 
siempre” (Sal 
110, 4).

El Domin-
go del Buen 
Pastor nos 
recuerda que 
debemos orar 
por nuestros 
sacerdotes. Se 
les ha confia-
do el cuidado 
pastoral del 
rebaño de 
Dios, lo cual 
es una carga 
fuerte para 
llevar. Necesi-
tan nuestro 
apoyo, nues-

tras oraciones, nuestro entendimiento y alien-
to. Nosotros, los sacerdotes, llevamos un tesoro 
en vasijas de barro.

Estamos conscientes de nuestras debilidades 
y limitaciones, pero también somos conscientes 
de que Dios nos ha elegido y consagrado. Él 
nos usa como sus instrumentos para traer a 
Jesús a su pueblo y traer a su pueblo a Jesús. 
Estamos en su lugar en el altar. Somos heral-
dos de su Evangelio de salvación, canales de 

su misericordia y 
ministros del Pan 
de Vida, la Eu-
caristía. Somos 
testigos de esper-
anza y profetas de 
su justicia.

La fecundidad 
de nuestro min-
isterio sacerdotal 
está directamente 
relacionada con nuestra unión con Jesús, 
quien da su vida por sus ovejas. Al igual que 
el grano de trigo que debe morir antes de que 
pueda producir una rica cosecha, nuestras vi-
das también deben modelarse en este misterio 
pascual.

La parroquia de Santiago Apóstol en Santiago 
Atitlán, donde el Beato Stanley Rother sirvió no 
había tenido una sola vocación sacerdotal por 
más de 400 años. Desde su muerte han habido 
nueve sacerdotes ordenados de esa parroquia y 
al menos siete seminaristas están actualmente 
en formación.

Oro para que a través del testimonio fiel de 
sacerdotes como el Beato Stanley y otros, los 
jóvenes se sientan inspirados a ofrecer sus vi-
das al servicio de la Iglesia como sacerdotes de 
nuestra arquidiócesis.

Este año, ya hemos tenido una cantidad casi 
sin precedentes de llamadas y solicitudes para 
el seminario.

Por favor oren por buenos pastores. Oremos 
por nuestros sacerdotes y seminaristas y por 
una abundante cosecha de vocaciones para la 
Iglesia en Oklahoma.

Salvadoreña recuerda al beato Romero como amigo de la 
familia que buscaba sustraerse de los horrores

Por Jo Tuckman 
Catholic News Service 

Esta semana 
pasada, el Vat-
icano ofreció 
una conferen-
cia de prensa 
impresionante 
sobre la pub-
licación de la 
mas reciente 

Exhortación Apostólica del Papa Francisco, 
Gaudete et Exsultate, Alegraos y regocijaos. El 
tema de esta carta es el llamado a la santidad 
en el mundo actual.

Aquí están los dos primeros párrafos:

1. «Alegraos y regocijaos» (Mt 5,12), dice 
Jesús a los que son perseguidos o humillados 
por su causa. El Señor lo pide todo, y lo que 
ofrece es la verdadera vida, la felicidad para la 
cual fuimos creados. Él nos quiere santos y no 
espera que nos conformemos con una existen-
cia mediocre, aguada, licuada. En realidad, 
desde las primeras páginas de la Biblia está 
presente, de diversas maneras, el llamado a la 
santidad. Así se lo proponía el Señor a Abra-
ham: «Camina en mi presencia y sé perfecto» 
(Gn 17,1).

2. No es de esperar aquí un tratado sobre la 
santidad, con tantas definiciones y distinciones 
que podrían enriquecer este importante tema, o 

con análisis que podrían hacerse acerca 
de los medios de santificación. Mi hu-
milde objetivo es hacer resonar una vez 
más el llamado a la santidad, procuran-
do encarnarlo en el contexto actual, con 
sus riesgos, desafíos y oportunidades. 
Porque a cada uno de nosotros el Señor 
nos eligió «para que fuésemos santos 
e irreprochables ante él por el amor» 
(Ef 1,4).

El documento consta de cinco capítu-
los. Aquí están los títulos de los capítu-
los con un breve comentario sobre el 
contenido de esa sección:

1. El llamado a la santidad: La vida 
de los santos son ejemplos de cómo 
otros han respondido a este llamado uni-
versal a la santidad y pueden mostrar-
nos cómo nosotros también podemos 
responder a este llamado al amor y la 
misericordia.

2. Dos sutiles enemigos de la santi-
dad: Viejas herejías han regresado para 
arruinar nuestro camino hacia la santi-
dad. El gnosticismo moderno olvida que 
la perfección de una persona no puede 
medirse por la información o cono-
cimiento que posee, sino por la profundi-
dad de su caridad, su amor y misericor-

dia. En 
el pela-
gianismo 
moderno, 
otros 
caen en el 
error de 
atribuir 
su santi-
dad a la voluntad humana, al esfuerzo personal 
y olvidar que todo depende no de la voluntad o 
el esfuerzo humano, sino de Dios nos muestre 
su misericordia y que Él nos amó primero.

3. A la luz del maestro: Las Bienaventur-
anzas son el corazón de nuestra imitación de 
Cristo y nuestro camino hacia la santidad y el 
servicio misericordioso a los demás. Algunas 
notas de la santidad en el mundo actual: 

4. Aquí están los signos mencionados en 
este capítulo:
 Aguante, paciencia y mansedumbre 
 Alegría y sentido del humor
 Audacia y fervor 
 En comunidad  
 En oración constante 
5. Combate, vigilancia y discernimiento: 

Este viaje no es fácil. Nos enfrentaremos a los 
poderes de las tinieblas desde afuera y desde 
dentro. Como dice el Santo Padre, “ El triunfo 
cristiano es siempre una cruz, pero una cruz 
que al mismo tiempo es bandera de victoria, 
que se lleva con una ternura combativa ante 
los embates del mal”.

El Papa Francisco finaliza esta hermosa med-
itación sobre la santidad con estas palabras.

“Espero que estas páginas sean útiles para 
que toda la Iglesia se dedique a promover el 
deseo de la santidad. Pidamos que el Espíritu 
Santo infunda en nosotros un intenso anhelo 
de ser santos para la mayor gloria de Dios y 
alentémonos unos a otros en este intento. Así 
compartiremos una felicidad que el mundo no 
nos podrá quitar.”
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¡La santidad es para todos!
Una primera mirada a Gaudete et Exsultate

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Oficina de 
Ministerio Hispano 

Ecos
de 

CristO

No importa dónde la gracia lo 
encuentre hoy: ¡la santidad está a 
su alcance!

El papa Francisco quiere 
hablarle a su corazón, donde sea 
que esté usted. En esta nueva 
exhortación apostólica del papa 
Francisco, Alegraos y Regocijaos, 
el papa examina el llamado a la 
santidad en el mundo de hoy, con 
agudeza, perspicacia y consejos 
alentadores.

Desde cómo evitar formas 
falsas de santidad hasta encon-
trar inspiración en la vida de los 
santos, el papa Francisco explora 
las alturas y las profundidades de 
la santidad cristiana práctica. El 
papa invita a todos los cristianos 
a aceptar la invitación de Jesús a 
vivir la plenitud de las bienaven-
turanzas y a discernir y respond-
er generosamente a la misión 
personal de cada uno.

¡Vea cómo el papa Francisco 
está guiando el llamado de la 
Iglesia Católica a la santidad en 
el mundo moderno, y cómo puede 
usted ser parte de esto! 

¡Obtenga hoy su copia personal 
de Alegraos y Regocijaos!

Alegraos y 
Regocijaos
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Briefs
Sign up to pray!

This is an historic time for the 
archdiocese! To build on Archbish-
op Coakley’s pastoral letter, “Go 
Make Disciples,” and his strategic 
plan, he is asking for 2,018 prayer 
warriors to pray for these efforts. 
To learn more or to join the 2018 
Prayer Team, text Prayer2018 
to 84576 or go to https://app.
flocknote.com/archokc/2018Inter-
cessory.

Get help with Catholic social 
media

The Oklahoma Catholic Digital 
Church Conference is 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. April 26 at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center, 7501 Northwest Ex-
pressway. Cost is $39 pp, includes 
breakfast and lunch. Registration 
and breakfast at 8 a.m. Three na-
tional dynamic speakers talk about 
perfecting your websites, building 
your social network and evange-
lizing online. Contact (405) 709-
2745, stewardship@archokc.org. 

Archdiocesan ordination Italy 
pilgrimage 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City invites you on a pilgrimage 
Sept. 21-29 to Italy with Fr. Brian 
Buettner for the diaconate ordina-
tions of seminarians Jerome Krug 
and William Banowsky. Archbish-
op Coakley will join the pilgrimage 
for the ordination. Seven nights’ 
accommodation at four-star 
city-center hotels (three nights in 
Assisi, four nights in Rome); daily 
breakfast; four dinners with wine, 
including a welcome and farewell 
dinner; daily Mass arrangements; 
sightseeing and more. Visit www.
ctscentral.net/trips/pilgrimages/
pilgrimage-italy-diaconate-ordina-
tions-archdiocese-oklahoma-city. 

Softball players     
Fifth to 8th -grade girls wishing 

to learn the game of fast pitch soft-
ball is welcome to join the Saints 
Softball Team. Players will partic-
ipate in the Putnam City Optimist 
league at N.W. 50 and Council 
Road. The league runs from the 
end of April to the end of June. 
Safe Environment certified head 
coaches (12U and 14U) will be 
paid. Parents needed as assistant 
coaches. Each player $125 (schol-

arships available) and includes 
the cost of league play, coaching 
fees and a jersey. Rosters must be 
completed by April 25. Practice is 
every Saturday or Sunday (de-
pending on weather) starting April 
7 at Bishop McGuinness. Contact 
Jeff or Suzy Lytle, (405) 603-6150, 
Ext. 3, jeff.lytle@intelebill.com.

Internet safety workshop for 
parents

The “Internet pornography: 
Equipping parents for an ongo-
ing conversation” workshop is 
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. April 19 in the 
conference center at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway. Ryan Foley, vice pres-
ident of business development for 
Covenant Eyes, is speaker.  

Come and See weekend
The Benedictine Monks of St. 

Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee are 
hosting a “Come and See” week-
end April 20-22 for men between 
the ages of 18 and 35, who are 
discerning their vocation and 
would like to see monastic life. 
Contact Fr. Boniface at vocations@
monksOK.org.

Health fair
Saint Ann Retirement Center, 

7501 W. Britton Rd., is having 
their annual health fair and open 
house 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. April 25. 
There will be healthy snacks, 
entertainment and representatives 
from various health-related organi-
zations. Tour guides will be avail-
able and door prizes will be given 
away throughout the day. Contact 
Richard, Maria or Theresa at (405) 
721-0747.

Bingo at St. James
St. James will host a bingo night 

April 26 at 41st and S. McKinley. 
Food service at 5:45 p.m.; bingo at 
6:30 p.m. Cost is $10, all games 
including two blackouts. Players 
receive a drawing ticket for a 50” 
TV to be given away in October. All 
proceeds are for charitable services. 

Golf tournament - Norman
St. Thomas More University Par-

ish will host 8th annual Scramble 
Golf Tournament to benefit cam-
pus ministry on April 30 at Trails 

Golf Course, Norman. Shotgun 
start 8:30 a.m. $115 per golfer. 
Hole-in-one prizes. Hole spon-
sors $100 puts sign on a tee box. 
Student golfer sponsors needed. 
Any amount accepted. Sign up as 
a team/individual at glenn12266@
att.net. Hole sponsors contact Ele-
na Cubbage, (405) 329-7288, (405) 
642-5882. All other contributions 
contact Glenn Dobry, glenn12266@
att.net, (405) 637-5405. 

Golf scramble - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton golf 

scramble at 1 p.m. May 4 at 
Kickingbird Golf Course, 1600 E. 
Danforth Rd., Edmond. Register at 
www.stelizabethedmond.org.

Golf tournament – Ponca City
St. Mary Catholic School will 

host a benefit golf tournament 
May 5 at Ponca City Country Club. 
Lunch 11:30 a.m.; Shotgun start 1 
p.m. Four-person scramble; make 
a team or be paired. Entry fee: 
$100 pp or $400 team. Forms at 
stmaryspsok.com or call the parish 
office (580) 765-7794. Mulligans 
and hole sponsorships available. 
Entry deadline 5 p.m. May 3.

Open house
Trinity Gardens Apartments 

open house is 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. May 
6 at 3825 N.W. 19, OKC. Apart-
ments are designated for residents 
age 62 and older. Specific incomes 
required. Tour the property. Con-
tact Katy, Sandie or Barbara, (405) 
947-4143. 

Annual Nurses Day Mass, dinner
Everyone is invited to Nurses 

Day Mass and dinner May 10 at 
St. Philip Neri, 1107 Felix Pl., 
Midwest City. Mass celebrated by 
Archbishop Coakley at 6 p.m. with 
dinner at 7 p.m. Free, but regis-
tration required by 8 a.m. May 3. 
Contact Lynn Sandoval at lynn.
sandoval@mercy.net, (405) 752-
3866. Speaker is Sr. Maria of the 
Trinity with the G.O.L.D. House. 
Sponsored by St. Philip Neri, St. 
Anthony Hospital, Catholic Chari-
ties and Mercy Hospital.

Divorce Survival Class 
The next Divorce Survival Class 

will be 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. every 
Thursday May 10-Aug. 16 at St. 
Mark in Norman. The class will 
run 14 weeks. Contact Ferrella 
March, (405) 314-3757, ferrella@
hotmail.com. Visit www.saintmar-
knorman.org/divorce-ministry.

Quinceañera Retreat
St. Charles Borromeo 

Quinceañera retreat is 8 a.m. – 7 
p.m. May 12. It is required for up-
coming Quinceañeras in the next 
year, and a great retreat for young 
ladies. Cost $50, includes mate-
rials and meals. To register, call 
(405) 789-2595, Ext. 305.

Pentecost picnic
The monks of St. Gregory’s Ab-

bey invite St. Gregory’s alumni, for-
mer students, faculty and staff as 
well as the friends of St. Gregory’s 
for Mass, lunch and fellowship on 
Sunday, May 20, at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey church and grounds. Mass 
10:30 a.m. with picnic following. 

Catholic Foundation Golf Classic
The 17th annual golf classic is 

May 21 at Oklahoma City Golf 
and Country Club. Morning and 
afternoon sessions; shotgun start; 
wine and cheese reception; awards 
dinner and silent auction. For 
sponsorships and to register, visit 
www.cfook.org. 

Edmond to Arkansas retreat
St. John, Edmond, will host a re-

treat to Arkansas May 21-22. May 
21 is a trip from Edmond to Subi-
aco, Ark. Lunch and tour included 
at Weiderkehr’s Winery and Wein-
keller restaurant; visit St. Mary 
and arrive at Subiaco Coury House 
Abbey Retreat Center. May 22 is 
a trip from Subiaco to Fort Smith 
to Edmond. Prayer times, ves-
pers, guided tour of the abbey and 
visit the Immaculate Conception 
Church. Price $249 pp dbl; $284 
single. Contact Harry Kocurek at 
(405) 340-0691. 

Registration open for Catholic 
youth camp

The mission of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Catholic Youth Camp is to 
nurture positive Catholic values in 
young people and to provide camp-
ers a community of faith and fun 
in a safe environment. We promote 
the personal and spiritual growth 
in each young person by develop-
ing their prayer life, social skills, 
independence and respect for oth-
ers. Each session begins on Sun-
day with registration 5-6 p.m. and 
ends on Friday with pick-up 4-5 
p.m. www.archokc.org/youth-and-
young-adult-office/summer-camp.

Suicide grief support group
A support group for those who 

have lost someone to suicide meets 
at St. Francis in Oklahoma City on 
the third Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. During March, April, 
May and June, the meeting will 
be in the Meerschaert House. Call 
(405) 528-0485.

Oregon Catholic Press Parish 
Grants Program

Since its inception in 2001, OCP 
has provided more than $2.6 mil-
lion in support of parishes looking 
to enhance their worship experi-
ence. Any Catholic parish within 
the United States that did not 
receive an OCP grant the previous 
year is eligible to apply. Recipi-
ents of an OCP grant must use the 
money for liturgical and/or musi-
cal purposes. Applications accept-
ed through May 30. Visit ocp.org/
grants.

Catholic
Advocacy
Day

Tuesday, April 24, 2018
Oklahoma State Capitol

For more information, contact Brett Farley
405-706-0936 • brett@okcatholic.org 

Raising the 
Catholic Voice

Activated by Faith

Advocacy is powerful and everyone can be involved.
More information on how to e�ectively advocate will be o�ered at a training prior to the event.  

JOIN US
Catholic Advocacy Day
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April 

Third Sunday of Easter. 

St. William Calf Fry Fund-
raiser Noon - 3 p.m. April 15 
at Bryan County Fairgrounds 
Haggard Hall, 1901 S. 9, 
Durant.

Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m. at the abortion 
center, 2453 Wilcox Drive, 
Norman. In case of inclement 
weather, meet at St. Thomas 
More, 100 Stinson St., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During the nine days, the 
novena prayers will be: Mon-
day-Friday following Noon 
Mass, Saturday following 5 
p.m. Mass, and Sunday fol-
lowing 11 a.m. Mass.

Suicide grief support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. 
Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine Naugle, (405) 358-
3610, elaine.211223@gmail.
com or visit www.spiritOKC.
org.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Unique Fraternal Benefits.
For Free.

Since the FREE fraternal benefits
program was launched in 1994,

the KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

has paid out more than
$14.9 MILLION in benefits

to families in need.

The Pierce Agency
Kevin Pierce

General Agent
(877) 707-0752

Kevin.Pierce@KofC.org

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E     D I S A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E     L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

Ranked the #1 Agency in the order 
in 2015 and in the U.S. in 2016

Annual Safe Environment 
in-service 9:30 a.m. – Noon 
April 19 at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center, rooms C1 and C2.

“Internet pornography: Equip-
ping parents for an ongoing 
conversation” workshop 6:30 
p.m. – 8 p.m. in the Catholic 
Pastoral Center conference 
center.

“Come and See” weekend 
April 20-22 with the Benedic-
tine Monks of St. Gregory’s 
Abbey in Shawnee. Contact 
Fr. Boniface at vocations@
monksOK.org.

Feast of St. Anselm.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass at 9:30 a.m.; 
meeting following. Contact 
Karen Banks, (405) 396-9086 
or Toni Harrelson, 
(405) 341-2199.

The community of 
the Secular Or-
der of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary of Mt. 
Carmel and St. 
Teresa of Jesus – 
Oklahoma Commu-
nity and Province of 
St. Therese, Little 
Flower, OKC, Noon 
- 4:30 p.m. Call 

Barbara Basgall, (405) 826-
3860 or Susan Staudt, (405) 
473-6328.

Fourth Sunday of Easter.

World Day of Prayer for Voca-
tions.

Feast of St. Adalbert.

Feast of St. George.

Catholic Advocacy Day at the 
State Capitol.

Feast of St. Fidelis 
of Sigmaringen.

Feast of St. Mark 
the Evangelist.

St. Ann Retire-
ment Center 
health fair and 
open house 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. 7501 
W. Britton Rd. 

Digital Church Conference 9 
a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center.

Bingo at St. James, 41st and 
S. McKinley, OKC. Begins at 
6:30 p.m. 

Feast of St. Louis Grignion.

Feast of St. Peter Chanel.
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gone fast.”
Archbishop Beltran served 18 

years as a parish pastor in Geor-
gia, including a memorable stint 
in inner-city Atlanta where he 
and other clergy routinely met 
with the father of the future Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. to discuss 
the needs of the community and 
the struggles of the burgeoning 
Civil Rights Movement. Arch-
bishop Beltran’s involvement in 
the movement culminated with 
a trip in 1965 to Selma, Ala., 
with three other young priests to 
march alongside Rev. King as they 
crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
in support of voting rights for 
black Americans.

In 1978, his bishop at the time 
received a telephone call from the 
papal nuncio letting them know 
that then-Monsignor Beltran was 
to become a bishop for the Dio-
cese of Tulsa. He had only been to 
Oklahoma once in Elk City while 
traveling along Interstate 40. 

“I was absolutely shocked. I was 
surprised. I never had thought of 
becoming a bishop, never wanted 
to be a bishop. I was told I was to 
become a bishop and I accepted 
it, and from then on I’ve been very 
happy and glad to be a bishop.”

He was ordained at Holy Fam-
ily Cathedral in Tulsa on April 
20, 1978. During his 15 years in 
Tulsa, he became known for his 
concern for Catholic Charities, for 
Catholic schools and for vocations 
to the priesthood. In each of these 
areas he developed innovative pro-
grams and extended the Church’s 
reach throughout eastern Oklaho-
ma.

In 1992, while at a bishops 
meeting in Washington D.C., he 
was approached by the papal nun-
cio during a break.

“He came up to me and poked 
me on the chest and said, ‘The 
Holy Father wants you to move.’ 
I looked at him and said ‘What?’ 
‘The Holy Father, he wants you to 

move.’ And, so my next question 
was simply ‘That’s fine. Where 
does he want me to move to?’ He 
said, ‘Oklahoma City.’ I said, ‘What 
do you mean Oklahoma City?’”

They set the date the next day 
and then had to change it to ac-
commodate the inauguration of 
President Bill Clinton. On Jan. 22, 
1993, at the Civic Center Music 
Hall, Archbishop Beltran was in-
stalled as the third archbishop of 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.  
He served the diocese for 18 

years before retiring in 2011.
“I loved everything (about being 

bishop). I enjoy life very much, but 
I really enjoyed three things. First, 
would be the ordination of priests, 
the second would be the Chrism 
Mass, which is a follow-up from 

the ordination so to speak, and the 
third thing were the confirmations 
in the parishes,” he said. 

“Confirmation is more than just 
a ceremony. I met with the kids, 
I talked to the kids, I visited with 
them. Then, we’d have the cere-
mony, which itself is very beauti-
ful, and then the reception, which 
brings them all back together. It is 
just the interaction with the kids 
and their families. You don’t usu-

ally get that type of opportunity 
with the kids. At schools, you just 
go one classroom to the other, but 
here you have them captivated. 
Overall, the kids were very good. 
Occasionally, I had a rowdy bunch 
that I could settle easily with my 
stern look.” 

The biggest challenge, he said, 
was the decreasing number of 
priests and religious. Even that 
challenge, though, led to the 
positive infusion of gifted and 
committed lay people in ministry 
positions. 

As he approaches 40 years as 
a bishop, Archbishop Beltran 
remains active in the Church in 
Oklahoma and is grateful for his 
call to the priesthood and for the 
thousands of parishioners he 
served.

“The priesthood has been a 
gift. It’s a gift to the person who 
becomes a priest and that gift is 
given not just to that person, but 
to the Church. A priest ministers 
in the name of the person of Jesus 
and that’s why it’s such a gift. He 
cannot claim it on his own. He 
must be called, he must become 
prayerful, he must become close to 
the Lord, close to Jesus,” he said.

Archbishop Beltran, who turned 
age 83 in August, isn’t worried 
about his legacy or how his time 
as bishop might be viewed.

“If you did the best job you could 
and you passed it on, then it’s 
gone. That’s why I’m not afraid 
of death because death is a part 
of life. It’s the direction the Lord 
placed us here.” 

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner 
Catholic.
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For more information, contact Fr. Boniface at 
Vocations@MonksOK.org

Come and See
April 20-22, 2018

Do you seek God?

The Benedictine Monks of St. Gregory’s Abbey in 
Shawnee, have been seeking God in prayer and work 

lived in a community which has been 
here in Oklahoma since 1876. 

Is this the life to which God is calling you to seek him? 

   “Defusing Anger”
   presented by Fr. Charles Buckley, O.S.B. - April 21, 2018

Few of  us are not beset by angry thoughts- about drivers, about others’ idiosyncrasies, 
about ... Our spiritual fathers coach us on effective ways of  responding.

 “The Power of  Gratitude”
presented by Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B. - May 19, 2018
It is easy for us to be overwhelmed by stress, and the daily bad news. In scripture 

we discover an “attitude of  gratitude” that counteracts such negative forces. 

Reflection Day Schedule
Mass        9:00 a.m. (Abbey Church)
Conference 1   10:30 a.m.
Midday Prayer  11:30 a.m. (Abbey Church)
Lunch         11:45 a.m. 
Conference 2     1:00 p.m.
HoHoly Hour      2:00 p.m. (Abbey Church)
                                 Confessions Available
Closing Session and Departure 3:00 p.m. 

You are invited to join the Monks of  St. Gregory’s Abbey for:

 Days of Reflection

“Serenity”
presented by Fr. Boniface Copelin, O.S.B. - June 23, 2018

The traditional serenity prayer is a resource giving us a way to have more good 
days than bad days.

“Your Sons and Daughters will Prophesy”
Giving Witness as Young Adults

ppresented by Fr. Simeon Spitz, O.S.B.- July 28, 2018
At Confirmation, young Catholics are sealed with the gifts of  the Holy Spirit. 
Young adults can tap into those gifts to live their faith effectively in families, 

among peers or at work.

“Made in God’s Image; Called to Union with God.”
presented by Br. Damian Whalen, O.S.B. - September 22, 2018

Taking a look at a practical approach to responding to the 
“unive“universal call to contemplation.”

Register Today!
Call our Retreat Office at 

(405) 878-5656
or

E-mail your name, phone number and session 
requested to:  retreats@MonksOK.org

Cost- $30 Cost- $30 (includes lunch)
Space is limited to 40 participants.

continued from page 1

Dolores (Beltran) Carrier; Mary Ann (Beltran) Florence; Sr. Sponsa Beltran; 
Joseph Beltran, his father; Fr. Joseph Beltran, his older brother; Frank Beltran; 
Fr. Eusebius Beltran; Helen Beltran, his mother; Sr. Corona (Helen Marie); and 
Angie Cebulski.


