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Go Make Disciples

One year after deadly tornadoes, Catholic Charities 
continues to guide survivors on road to recovery

Last year, the nation watched as Oklahomans 
came together to rebuild after the devastating 
tornadoes that struck Moore, Shawnee and El 
Reno, Okla. With the anniversaries of those 
deadly tornadoes approaching, Catholic Chari-
ties of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City contin-
ues to be on the forefront of the recovery effort.

During a particularly destructive two weeks 
in Oklahoma’s tornado history, 34 people 
lost their lives and thousands more lost their 
homes and belongings. The outbreak began in 
Shawnee on May 19 and continued on May 20 
when an EF-5 tornado struck the highly popu-
lated town of Moore. One week later, a violent 
2.6-mile-wide tornado tore through El Reno on 
May 31.

Immediately after the tornadoes struck, 
Catholic Charities quickly mobilized their 
relief efforts, and, in the year since, they have 
not stopped assisting Oklahomans. From the 
$5,551,432 donated from around the world, 
$2,417,439 has already been spent on those 
affected by the tornadoes.

“No two families have been alike in this pro-
cess,” said Sonny Wilkinson, associate director 
for mission advancement for Catholic Charities 
of Oklahoma City. “Many families needed help 
immediately after the disaster whereas some 
people realized six months later that their in-
surance was not providing the care they initially 
hoped. As we approach the one-year anniversa-
ry, counselors are helping victims deal with the 
stress and anxiety triggered by tornado season.”

Through the Oklahoma Disaster Recov-
ery Project, Catholic Charities is still actively 
engaged in long-term recovery and have hired 
eight additional case managers. Since May 19, 
2013, Catholic Charities has worked with 597 
cases, with 240 still open. In addition, they 
have served 4,178 households with immediate 
assistance.

Damon Britton, senior director of social ser-
vices for Catholic Charities, remembered one 
woman who was initially resistant to accepting 
aid because she felt others needed the assis-

tance more. Six months later, Catholic Charities 
checked up on her and found her depressed 
with her home still in disrepair. She then reluc-
tantly took their assistance.

“Our case manager gave her a step-by-step 
plan to help her get back to a safe home,” said 
Britton. “We found a nonprofi t group to build 
her a new home. She is very grateful and now 
looking forward to a bright future with a smile 
on her face.”

The staff at Catholic Charities said they want 
the victims of last year’s storms to know that 
they still have resources available to them. 
Many families are still struggling with receiving 
money to rebuild their lives from their insur-
ance companies. The case managers at Catholic 
Charities can advocate for those affected and 
fi ght for the funds needed to recover.

“The storms required a large, complex and 
lengthy response – one that we are actively 

engaged in and plan on being in until the last 
client is assisted,” added Wilkinson.  

 The Oklahoma Conference of Churches, 
which includes the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, has created a “Springtime of Hope” events 
calendar to give Oklahomans the resources 
to remember and refl ect on the events of last 
May while strengthening our community going 
forward.

“One year seems like a long time.  But for 
those who suffered the devastating effects of 
last spring’s tornadoes, the wounds are still 
healing,” said Archbishop Paul Coakley. “I have 
been very proud of the way our parishes and 
organizations have partnered with so many in 
our community to assist with the immediate 
and long-term recovery needs of those who are 
still piecing their lives back together.”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

A scene from last year’s devastation in front of the Warren Theatre in Moore, Okla.

Errant execution requires rethinking of death penalty, archbishop says

OKLAHOMA CITY (April 30, 2014) – 
On April 29, in McAlester, Okla., the 
planned execution of convicted killer 
Clayton Lockett utilizing a new three-
drug lethal injection protocol failed, 
leaving Lockett evincing unexpected 
signs of pain and leading Oklahoma 
prison offi cials to halt the proceed-
ings. Lockett later died of a heart 
attack.

According to Archbishop Paul 
Coakley, the unprecedented execu-
tion ought to move Oklahomans to 
weigh carefully the demands of jus-
tice and mercy.

 “How we treat criminals says a lot 
about us as a society,” the archbish-
op said. “We certainly need to admin-
ister justice with due consideration 
for the victims of crime, but we must 

fi nd a way of doing so that does not 
contribute to the culture of death, 
which threatens to completely erode 
our sense of the innate dignity of the 
human person and of the sanctity of 
human life from conception to natu-
ral death.”

“Once we recover our understand-
ing that life is a gift from our Creator, 
wholly unearned and wholly unmer-
ited by any of us, we will begin to 
recognize that there are and ought to 
be very strict limits to the legitimate 
use of the death penalty. It should 
never be used, for example, to exact 
vengeance, nor should it be allowed 
simply as a deterrent. In general, 
there are others ways to administer 
just punishment without resorting to 
lethal measures,” he continued.

“The execution of Clayton Lockett 

really highlights the brutality of the 
death penalty, and I hope it leads us 
to consider whether we should adopt 
a moratorium on the death penalty or 
even abolish it altogether,” he added.

“In the meantime, let us pray for 
peace for all those affected by or 
involved in last night’s execution in 
any way – including Lockett himself, 
his family, prison offi cials and others 
who witnessed the event. My com-
passion and prayers go out especially 
to the family of Stephanie Neiman, 
whom Lockett was convicted of kill-
ing.”

The archbishop’s statement echoes 
the offi cial teaching of the Church as 
it is explained in the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church No. 2267. 

While the Church does not exclude      
                        continued on page 3              
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Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Editor’s Note: The following is the transcript 
from Archbishop Paul Coakley’s homily upon 
commencement of the Conception Seminary 
College Class of 2014. It was given May 11, 
2014.

I am grateful for this opportunity to give 
the homily today in the presence of the mo-
nastic and seminary communities as well as 
the families and friends of our graduates as 
we bid farewell to the Conception Seminary 
College Class of 2014.  

This Fourth Sunday of Easter is tradi-
tionally known as Good Shepherd Sunday.  
Jesus called Himself the Good Shepherd and 
Christian art has been fond of portraying 
Him as such from the time when the earliest 
distinctively Christian art was created in the 
catacombs.  It is a beautiful image.  The good 
shepherd is the one who is concerned for the 
welfare of his sheep, guiding them to good 
pastures, protecting them from 
the threats of thieves and wild 
animals, and who seeks out the 
lost sheep and carries it back 
to safety on his own shoulders.  
The good shepherd is one who, 
as Pope Francis has said more 
recently and quite poignantly, 
takes on the smell of his sheep!  

This weekend we are mindful 
of the many shepherds — the 
parish priests, the members 
of this monastic and seminary 
community, and many others 
who, throughout the years, have 
been so instrumental in form-
ing these graduates and helping 
them to hear and respond to the voice of the 
Good Shepherd.  On this World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations, we humbly ask the Lord to 
continue to call many young men and women 
to lives of holiness and discipleship in ser-
vice to his Church, especially as priests and 
consecrated men and women.   

The seed of every vocation, however, is 
sown and fl ourishes most effectively in the 
fertile soil of the Christian family.  Good mar-
riages are the key to abundant vocations.  A 
loving home in which parents take seriously 
their responsibility as fi rst teachers of their 
children provides the best setting for the 
transmission of faith, for formation in virtue 
and the discernment of a vocation.  While the 
whole Christian community has the respon-
sibility to cultivate and pray for vocations, 
the family is the fi rst and ideal seminary, or 
“seedbed,” to cultivate and foster this gift.  
This Mother’s Day, which happens to coin-
cide with the World Day of Prayer for Voca-
tions, I want to acknowledge the importance 
of you mothers in supporting your sons in 
the journey that has lead each of them to 
this day.   You have given them life, you have 
nurtured them with your love and, in mys-

terious ways known only to God, you have 
fostered their faith and borne them in your 
heart through your prayers and sufferings.  
Thank you.

In the section of today’s gospel that we 
just heard on this Good Shepherd Sunday, 
Jesus uses a different word picture from the 
same pastoral setting.  Rather than referring 
to himself as the shepherd Jesus calls him-
self the gate.  Only the one who enters the 
sheepfold through the gate is the shepherd.  
Those who hop the fence are entering the 
sheepfold with evil intent! They are thieves 
who enter not to protect the fl ock but to steal 
and destroy.  These words are a challenge, 
especially for those of us who are called to be 
shepherds, whether as bishops or priests or 
seminarians.  

The question Jesus poses is “who are you 
most interested in”?  Is your concern for the 

well-being of those 
entrusted to your 
care or do you 
seek fi rst your 
own advantage?  
Jesus tells us that 
anyone who is 
merely looking out 
for himself is a 
thief and a rob-
ber.  A priest who 
thinks fi rst about 
his own popularity 
or advancement 
is no shepherd at 
all; he is a thief 
beguiling his 

hearers with fl attering words. He won’t risk 
his reputation for the sake of proclaiming 
the full truth of the Gospel by his words or 
by the witness of his life.   Beware of false 
shepherds. 

Pope Francis echoes this challenge in 
“Evangelii Gaudium”:  “Today we are seeing 
in many pastoral workers … an inordinate 
concern for their own freedom and relax-
ation, which leads them to see their work as 
a mere appendage to their life, as if it were 
not part of their very identity. … It is striking 
that even some who clearly have solid doctri-
nal and spiritual convictions frequently fall 
into a lifestyle which leads to an attachment 
to fi nancial security, or to a desire for power 
or human glory at all cost, rather than giving 
their lives to others in mission.  Let us not 
allow ourselves to be robbed of missionary 
enthusiasm!”

When Peter stood before the crowds on 
the day of Pentecost, as we hear in the fi rst 
reading, he proclaimed Jesus Christ as the 
way, the truth and the life:  “Let the whole 
house of Israel know for certain that God 
has made both Lord and Christ this Je-
sus whom you crucifi ed.”  When the people 

heard his witness 
they responded:  
“What are we to 
do, brothers?”  
The people recog-
nized in Peter the 
authentic voice of 
the Good Shep-
herd.  They were 
eager to respond.  
Let his voice 
resound in the 
words and witness of all who are called to 
priestly and episcopal ministry today!

Some of you graduates have spent four 
years here, others less.  These have been 
years of grace and growth as you have en-
tered the path of conversion and a more 
intentional Christian and priestly formation.  
I hope that you have recognized the voice 
of the Good Shepherd and that your hearts 
have been set afl ame with love and an ea-
gerness to know him, to follow him and to 
pattern your life on his.   Some of you will 
move on to major seminary to continue your 
priestly formation.  Others who came to 
discern whether the Lord was calling you to 
priesthood have discovered that the Lord is 
calling you to serve him along another path 
toward holiness.  In either case, your forma-
tion for discipleship and mission continues 
beyond these years and this experience of 
fraternity and Christian living.   

Our Holy Father writes in the “Joy of the 
Gospel”:  “The word of God constantly shows 
us how God challenges those who believe in 
him ‘to go forth.’  Abraham received the call 
to set out for a new land.  Moses heard God’s 
call: ‘Go, I send you” and led the people to-
ward the promised land.  To Jeremiah, God 
says: ‘To all whom I send you, you shall go.’ 
In our day Jesus’ command to ‘go and make 
disciples’ echoes in the changing scenarios 
and ever new challenges of the Church’s mis-
sion of evangelization, and all of us are called 
to take part in this new missionary ‘going 
forth.’”

My brothers, today is a “going forth” for 
each of you.  All are called to share in this 
mission.  You are going forth from this alma 
mater to follow the path that the Good Shep-
herd walks before you.  With some certainty, 
I can tell you that it is a path that inevitably 
leads beyond your comfort zones.  Be not 
afraid, for the Lord assures us, “I am with 
you always.”  You came here in response 
to God’s call in order to encounter Jesus, 
to experience the joy of the Gospel and to 
be formed as a disciple. Now you must “go 
forth.”  You are being sent as missionary 
disciples and agents of the new evangeli-
zation for the 21st century. May God who 
has begun this good work in you bring it to 
completion. 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Jesus, the gate

You came here in response to 
God’s call in order to encounter 
Jesus, to experience the joy of 
the Gospel and to be formed as a 
disciple. Now you must “go forth.”  
You are being sent as missionary 
disciples and agents of the new 
evangelization for the 21st centu-
ry. May God who has begun this 
good work in you bring it to com-
pletion. 

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.

May 18 – Confi rmation, 11 a.m., Saint Joseph Church, Ada
May 18 – Mystagogy Mass, 4 p.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel at 
Catholic Pastoral Center
May 20 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic 
Pastoral Center
May 20 – Lay Review Board, 3:30 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
May 21 – Presbyteral Council, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
May 22 – Keynote Speaker at 5th Annual Archbishop’s Gospel of Life 
Prayer Breakfast, 6 a.m., St. Louis, Mo.
May 22 – Mount Saint Mary High School Graduation, 7 p.m., Saint Mark 
the Evangelist Church, Norman
May 23 – Confi rmation, 6 p.m., Saint Andrew Dung-Lac Church

May 24 – Confi rmation, 5 p.m., Prince of Peace Church, Altus
May 25 – Confi rmation, 12:30 p.m., Good Shepherd Church, Marietta
May 26 – Memorial Day Mass, 8 a.m., Resurrection Cemetery
May 27 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic 
Pastoral Center
May 28 – Confi rmation, 6:30 p.m., Immaculate Conception Church, 
Seminole
May 31 – Priesthood Ordination of Brother Simeon Spitz, 10 a.m., Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey, Shawnee
May 31 – Confi rmation, 5 p.m., Saint Charles Borromeo Church, Okla-
homa City
June 1 – Confi rmation, 10 a.m., Saint Benedict Church, Shawnee
June 1 – ADF Archbishop’s Circle Evening Prayer and Reception, 5 p.m., 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
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recourse to the death penalty “if 
this is the only possible way of 
effectively defending human lives 
against the unjust aggressor,” she 
does suggest that, when non-lethal 
means “are suffi cient to defend 
and protect people’s safety from 
the aggressor,” authority will limit 
itself to such means.

“Today, in fact, as a consequence 
of the possibilities which the state 
has for effectively preventing crime, 
by rendering one who has commit-
ted an offense incapable of doing 

harm – without defi nitively taking 
away from him the possibility of 
redeeming himself – the cases in 
which the execution of the offender 
is an absolute necessity ‘are very 
rare, if not practically non-exis-
tent,’” the Catechism continues.

Recent research suggests that an 
increasing number of Americans 
– Catholic and non-Catholic alike 
– agree with the Catechism on this 
point.

According to a March 2014 Pew 
Research Center study, Americans’ 
support for capital punishment for 

convicted murderers is at its lowest 
level in three decades. In 1983, fully 
78 percent of those polled support-
ed the death penalty and just 18 
percent opposed it. Today, support 
has dropped to just 55 percent and 
a full 37 percent actively oppose the 
death penalty.

Often, support for capital pun-
ishment arises from the desires to 
defend the innocent against aggres-
sors and to obtain justice – desires 
that are both natural and defensi-
ble. Nevertheless, the Church con-
tinues to call Catholics to defend 

the sanctity of all life and to desire 
the salvation of all souls.

As Deirdre McQuade of the US-
CCB put it in a recent “Life Issues 
Forum” column, “While it’s often 
diffi cult for us to desire redemption 
for all people, especially for those 
who have caused great harm, this 
(Easter) season calls us to follow 
Jesus on his own path of suffer-
ing. We are all created in the image 
and likeness of God, even those 
sentenced to death. Let us pray for 
the courage to defend the dignity of 
their lives, too.”

Death penalty

Don’t let bureaucracy block 
evangelization, pope says

VATICAN CITY — Too often 
Catholics turn the church into 
“a company that manufactures 
impediments” to faith, rather than 
a community that patiently helps 
people come to believe in Jesus, 
Pope Francis said.

“Grace is more important than 
bureaucracy,” the pope said May 
8 in a homily at his early morning 
Mass in the Domus Sanctae Mar-
thae, where he lives.

According to Vatican Radio, Pope 
Francis focused his homily on the 
day’s fi rst reading from the Acts of 
the Apostles (8:26-40), which de-
tails how the apostle Philip led the 
Ethiopian to faith and baptism.

The fi rst thing the account 
shows, the pope said, is Philip’s 
willingness to obey the Lord’s call 
to leave what he was doing and set 
out. “Without this docility to the 
voice of God, no one can evange-
lize.”

Second, the Bible explains how 
Philip walked with the Ethiopian, 
listening to his concerns, respect-
ing his sensibilities and offering 

explanations.
“You cannot evangelize without 

dialogue. You just can’t because 
you must begin where the person 
is,” the pope said. “This is very 
important.”

Pope Francis said he knew some 
people would object, “But, father, 
you waste so much time that way 
because everyone has his or her 
own story,” experiences and ideas.

The pope said his response to 
that claim was to tell them: Look 
at how much time “God wasted in 
creating the world, and he did it 
right.”

“Dialogue,” the pope insisted. 
“Waste time with the other person 
because that person is the one 
God wants you to evangelize.”

While they were still on the road, 
the Ethiopian saw some water and 
asked Philip to baptize him. And 
Philip, placing the Ethiopian “in 
the hands of God, in his grace,” 
did so immediately, the pope said.

Trusting in God’s grace, he said, 
is much more important that 
fulfi lling some bureaucratic pro-
cedures and paperwork. “May the 
Lord help us understand this.”

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Pope asks business leaders 
to hope, pray and create jobs 

VATICAN CITY — Christian busi-
ness leaders have felt the weight 
of the global economic crisis just 
like most workers have, but they 
must hold on to hope, increase 
their prayers and ask God’s grace 
so their decisions may benefi t as 
many people as possible, Pope 
Francis said. 

“The Christian entrepreneur is 
urged always to bring the Gospel 
to bear on the reality in which he 
works; and the Gospel asks him 
to put in fi rst place the human 
person and the common good and 
to do his part so that there are op-
portunities for work, for dignifi ed 
work,” the pope said May 10. 

Pope Francis addressed his 
comments to business leaders and 
experts in Catholic social teaching 
attending a three-day internation-
al conference on “the good society 
and the future of jobs,” looking 
particularly at how solidarity can 
be part of business decisions. The 
conference was sponsored by the 
Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifi ce 
Foundation, which seeks to im-
plement the teaching of St. John 
Paul’s 1991 encyclical on social 
and economic justice. 

The global economic crisis, the 
pope said, has dimmed the hopes 
of many entrepreneurs, and the 
church cannot leave them to fend 
for themselves. Parishes, dioceses 
and Catholic associations must 

be places where business leaders, 
and also politicians, professionals 
and union leaders, draw guidance 
and encouragement for moving 
forward together for the good of all. 

“This is indispensable,” he said, 
“because the work environment 
can sometimes become arid, hos-
tile and inhuman.” 

Catholic business leaders, like 
all Catholic laypeople, are called 
to bring the Gospel to social, 
economic and political life, he 
said. “With the help of God and 
the church, you can give effective 
witness in your fi elds because you 
would not be bringing only words 
— speeches — but the experience 
of individuals and businesses that 
try to concretely implement Chris-
tian ethical principles.” 

“In the current economic sys-
tem, and in the mentality that it 
generates, the word ‘solidarity’ has 
become uncomfortable and even 
annoying,” he said. “The recent 
crisis, which has deep ethical 
causes, has increased this ‘allergy’ 
to words like solidarity, fair distri-
bution of goods and the priority of 
jobs.” 

Pope Francis asked Catholic 
business leaders to be part of the 
solution, telling them they must 
pray “and pray a lot when the 
challenges are tough.” 

In their prayers, he said, they 
should ask the Holy Spirit for the 
gift of wise counsel, “to act and 
make your choices for the greater 
good.” 

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis blesses a baby as he greets people outside after Mass for the Polish community 
at Stanislaus Parish in Rome May 4. (CNS photo/Alessandro Bianchi, Reuters)

A young man touches the cheek of Pope Francis during the pontiff’s weekly audience in St. 
Peter’s Square at the Vatican May 14. (CNS photo/Claudio Peri, EPA)
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Commentary4 May 18, 2014

Humanae Vitae: what if? 
Cardinal Carlo Caffarra of Bologna has long been a 

vocal supporter of “Humanae Vitae’s” teaching on the 
morally appropriate means of family planning. So it 
was noteworthy that Cardinal Caffarra recently con-
ceded that, while “Humanae Vitae’s” conclusions were 
true, its presentation of those truths left something to 
be desired. As the cardinal put it, “No one today would 
dispute that, at the time it was published, “Humanae 
Vitae” rested on the foundations of a fragile anthro-
pology, and that there was a certain ‘biologism’ in its 
argumentation.”   

Which put me in mind of a document I discovered 
in 1997 in a dusty Cracovian library while ingesting 
copious amounts of antihistamines: “The Foundations 
of the Church’s Doctrine on the Principles of Conjugal 
Life.” Its somewhat academic title notwithstanding, that 
document represents one of the great “what if” mo-
ments in modern Catholic history. 

The document was the fi nal report of a theological 
commission established in 1966 by the archbishop of 
Cracow, Karol Wojtyla, to help him in his work on the 
Papal Commission for the Study of Problems of the 
Family, Population and Birth Rate, inevitably dubbed 
the “Birth Control Commission” by the world media. 
The Cracovians thought the truth of the Church’s 
teaching about conjugal morality and fertility regulation 
could be presented in a humane and personalistic way: 
one that acknowledged both the moral duty to plan 
one’s family and the demands of self-sacrifi ce in conju-
gal life; one that affi rmed methods of fertility-regulation 
that respected the body’s dignity and its built-in moral 
“grammar;” one that recognized the moral equality and 
equal moral responsibility of men and women, rather 
than leaving the entire burden of fertility-regulation on 
the wife. In proposing this fresh presentation of classic 
moral truths in a delicate area of pastoral care, the Cra-
covian theologians drew on the pioneering work done 

by their archbishop, Karol Wojtyla, in 
“Love and Responsibility” – work that 
Wojtyla, as John Paul II, would later 
develop in the Theology of the Body. 

And so, what if? What if Paul VI 
had adopted the Cracovian approach 
to presenting the truths he taught in 
“Humanae Vitae”? What if the encyclical 
had been built upon a less formalis-
tic, even abstract, view of the human 
person and human sexuality? What if 
Humanae Vitae had deployed a richly-textured and hu-
manistic anthropology that was not susceptible to the 
charge of “biologism”?  

1968 being the year it was, and the theological poli-
tics of the moment being what they were, there would 
still have been an uproar, I expect. But had the Cra-
covian report provided the framework for Humanae 
Vitae, the Church would have been better positioned to 
respond to that uproar.  

The Catholic Church now has ample materials with 
which to make sense of, teach and apply its settled con-
victions on the morality of marital love and procreation: 
the Theology of the Body; John Paul II’s magnifi cent 
1981 apostolic exhortation, Familiaris Consortio; the 
pastorally sensitive 1997 Vademecum for Confessors on 
the Morality of Certain Aspects of Conjugal Life. And we 
have a brilliant analysis of the effects of a contraceptive 
culture in Mary Eberstadt’s Adam and Eve After the Pill 
(Ignatius Press), which is must-reading for every bishop 
attending the upcoming synods on the family.    

Still, I wonder: what if?  
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the 

Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Wei-
gel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Regis-
ter, the offi cial newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver.

Reliving the Church’s fi rst novena
What would you do if you woke up one day in a third 

world country, and God put you and a few friends in 
charge of leading the whole world to faith in Jesus 
Christ?  Where would you start?  Suppose that world 
was full of competing ideas about who God is, and you 
don’t even have a phone?  Suppose that many people 
were intolerant, and even violent, toward those who 
didn’t share their beliefs?  Suppose occult activity was 
common?  Suppose sexual immorality was common, or 
even celebrated?  What would your strategy be?  What 
would you do fi rst?

That’s the situation the disciples found themselves in 
on the day of the Ascension, when Jesus gave them this 
mission before being taken up to heaven.  It was a hu-
manly impossible mission in a world of resistance.  But 
Jesus did not tell his disciples to come up with a plan to 
conquer the world for Him. Rather, He directed them to 
stay put and pray earnestly for the help of the Holy Spir-
it.  So they went to the Upper Room and they prayed and 
waited for nine solid days. That was the fi rst “novena” 
in the history of the Catholic Church.  (Novena means 
nine.)  You and I are Catholic today because of the burst 
of power that hit the Upper Room on Pentecost.

The disciples’ world was different from the world we live 
in—no Internet, no cell phones, no Facebook or email.  
Yet, the circumstances are really not so very different.  
Our world, too, is a religiously pluralistic world that 
sometimes erupts in intolerance and violence.  We, too, 
face various kinds of opposition, resistance and persecu-
tion.  But our mission is the same: Go Make Disciples.  
Our temptation could be to form a committee, develop 
a strategic plan and get to work, as if this were merely 
a matter of human creativity and energy.  But our task, 
like that of the fi rst disciples, is humanly impossible 
without the power of the Holy Spirit.  We, too, need to 
pray intensely for the assistance of the Holy Spirit and 
give him permission to work in us as He wills.  

With similar concerns in mind, Pope Leo XIII sent a 
letter to all the churches in the world in 1898 (Divinum 
Illud Munus), asking them to pray an annual novena to 
the Holy Spirit in the nine days leading up to Pentecost.  
In recent years, the popes have been urging the Church 
to pray for the help of the Holy Spirit for the New Evan-
gelization.  Saint John XXIII prayed at the beginning of 
the Second Vatican Council: “Renew your wonders in our 

time, as though in a new Pentecost, and 
grant that Holy Church, united in unan-
imous and intense prayer around Mary, 
the Mother of Jesus, and guided by Peter, 
may spread the Kingdom of the divine 
Savior, a Kingdom of truth, of justice, of 
love and of peace.”  Pope Paul VI referred 
to the Holy Spirit as the “principal agent 
of evangelization” in Evangelization in the 
Modern World in 1975.  Saint John Paul 
II also urged us to a fuller dependence upon the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  The same urgent quest is evident in 
the preaching of Pope Benedict XVI.  Most recently, Pope 
Francis urged us in “Joy of the Gospel” to seek a fuller 
cooperation with the Holy Spirit for the sake of evangeli-
zation:

Spirit-fi lled evangelizers means evangelizers fearlessly 
open to the working of the Holy Spirit. At Pentecost, the 
Spirit made the apostles go forth from themselves and 
turned them into heralds of God’s wondrous deeds, capa-
ble of speaking to each person in his or her own language. 
The Holy Spirit also grants the courage to proclaim the 
newness of the Gospel with boldness (parrhesía) in every 
time and place, even when it meets with opposition. Let us 
call upon him today, fi rmly rooted in prayer, for, without 
prayer, all our activity risks being fruitless and our mes-
sage empty. Jesus wants evangelizers who proclaim the 
good news not only with words, but above all by a life 
transfi gured by God’s presence.

Refl ecting on this repeated urgent message, one could 
say that the popes are practically begging the Church to 
get serious about asking for the help of the Holy Spir-
it.  With this in mind, I am encouraging the Church in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City to a season of intense 
prayer to the Holy Spirit, by praying the Novena to the 
Holy Spirit in the nine days leading to Pentecost Sun-
day.  The novena will begin Friday, May 30, and continue 
through Saturday, June 6.  The Offi ce of New Evange-
lization has prepared novena booklets in English and 
Spanish that are available on our website, www.archokc.
org/new-evangelization/resource-room.  The novena can 
be prayed at daily Mass where this is available, but also 
by individuals in their personal prayer. 

Come Holy Spirit!

By George 
Weigel

By Carole 
Brown, Ph.D.
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Pope to beatify Pope Paul VI at end of synod on the family

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis 
will beatify Pope Paul VI Oct. 19 
during the closing Mass of the 
extraordinary Synod of Bishops on 
the family.

 Pope Francis signed a decree 
May 9 recognizing a miracle 
attributed to the intercession of 
Pope Paul, who led the church 
from 1963 to 1978, and authorized 
publication of the Oct. 19 beatifi -
cation date, according to a Vatican 
statement May 10.

 The miracle involved the birth of 
a baby in California in the 1990s. 
The family’s name and city have 
not been released, but according to 
news reports, a pregnant woman 
whose life was at risk along with 
the life of her baby was advised 
by doctors to terminate the preg-
nancy. Instead she sought prayers 
from an Italian nun who was a 
family friend. The nun placed a 
holy card with Pope Paul’s photo-
graph and a piece of his vestment 
on the woman’s belly.

 The baby was born healthy. For 
Pope Paul’s sainthood cause, phy-
sicians continued monitoring the 

child’s health up to the age of 12 
and everything was normal.

 Pope Paul’s connection with the 
themes expected to be raised at 
the synod on the family Oct. 5-19 
include the encyclical for which is 

he is most known, “Humanae Vi-
tae.” The 1968 encyclical, usually 
described as a document affi rming 
the church’s prohibition against 
artifi cial contraception, places that 
conclusion in the context of Cath-

olic teaching on the beauty and 
purpose of marriage, married love 
and procreation.

 When St. John XXIII died in 
1963, Pope Paul reconvened the 
Second Vatican Council, presid-
ed over the fi nal three of its four 
sessions and oversaw the promul-
gation of all of the council’s doc-
uments. He also led the process 
of implementing the council’s 
reforms.

 Pope Paul VI was the fi rst 
pope in the modern area to trav-
el abroad, visiting: Jordan and 
Israel in January 1964; Lebanon 
and India in December 1964; the 
United Nations and New York in 
October 1965; the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Fatima in Portugual in 
May 1967; Turkey in July 1967; 
Colombia and Bermuda in August 
1968; Switzerland in June 1969; 
Uganda in July-August 1969; and 
Iran, Pakistan, the Philippines, 
Samoan Islands, Australia, Indo-
nesia, Hong Kong and Sri Lanka in 
November-December 1970.

 Born Giovanni Battista Monti-
ni in 1897 in the northern Italian 
province of Brescia, he was or-
dained to the priesthood in 1920 

Blessed Pope Paul VI makes his way past bishops during a session of the Second Vati-
can Council in 1964. Pope Paul, who led the church from 1963 until his death in 1978. 
(CNS fi le photo) 

As Hispanics approach majority in U.S. church, needs for ministry loom

CHESTNUT HILL, Mass. —Train-
ing of pastoral leaders and provi-
sion of most other resources for 
Hispanic ministry aren’t keeping 
up with the fast-approaching time 
when Hispanics will make up the 
majority of Catholics in the United 
States, according to a new report.

 “Hispanic Catholics have reached 
critical mass in the church,” said 
Hosffman Ospino, lead author 
of the National Study of Catholic 
Parishes with Hispanic Ministry. He 
said 55 percent of all U.S. Catholics 
under the age of 30 are Hispan-
ic and Hispanics account for 71 
percent of the growth in the U.S. 
Catholic population since 1960.

 “Ignoring the growth of Hispan-
ic Catholics in the United States 
would be self-defeating for our 
churches and schools,” he added.

 Ospino, assistant professor of 
theology and ministry at Boston 
College in Chestnut Hill, presented 
his fi ndings from the fi rst major 
survey of how parishes are han-
dling the rapid demographic shift 
May 5 at the college.

 Hispanics currently account for 
about 40 percent of all U.S. Cath-
olics and their share of the pop-
ulation is continuing to increase. 
Nationwide, 4,358 parishes — al-
most one-quarter of the U.S. total 
— were identifi ed as having some 
sort of organized ministry to His-
panics.

 The study cited many signs of 
vitality in parish Hispanic ministry 
— including youth, a strong perma-
nent diaconate system and thriving 
apostolic movements. But other 
areas require urgent attention, it 
said. 

 Among the “urgent dynamics” 
of parish Hispanic ministry that 

are in need of attention, it listed: 
disproportionately limited fi nancial 
and human resources, a “disquiet-
ing gap” in Hispanic enrollment in 
Catholic schools, and a cohort of 
pastoral leaders who are approach-
ing retirement age with too few 
people in training to replace them.

 The study pointed out that the 
oldest Catholic parishes under the 
fl ag of the United States were and 
continue to be Hispanic. 

 In the Southwest, a vibrant 
Catholic Church existed long before 
the United States acquired parts of 
Mexico, making for Hispanic-dom-
inated parishes that predated the 
development of “national” parish-
es. National parishes were created 
in the 19th century to minister to 
European immigrants such as Ger-
mans, Italians and Poles, intended 
to be a temporary system for help-
ing newcomers maintain their faith 
connections while they integrated.

 As the study notes, “when 
absorbing the annexed Mexican 
territories, long-standing Hispanic 
parishes were typically treated as 
‘only’ national parishes,” although 
many different nationalities fall 
under the cluster of Hispanic.

 The report is a summary of 
the fi ndings of a national study, 
conducted by the Boston College 
School of Theology and Ministry in 
collaboration with the Center for 
Applied Research in the Apostolate 
of Georgetown University. Several 
future reports will delve into angles 
such as education and leadership 
training, Ospino told Catholic News 
Service.

 The study is based on respons-
es to surveys sent to diocesan and 
parish leaders who work in Hispan-
ic ministry. Parishes were counted 
as offering Hispanic ministry if they 
offer Mass or religious education in 

Spanish, for example, even if they 
don’t formally have a Hispanic min-
istry program, Ospino said.

 Other elements in the report 
include discussion of leadership 
structures and leadership develop-
ment; apostolic movements such 
as Cursillo and Communion and 
Liberation; and programming and 
education for children, youth and 
adults

 In an event at Boston College 
where the study was released, 
Mark Gray, of the Center for Ap-
plied Research in the Apostolate at 
Georgetown University in Washing-
ton, said one conclusion he draws 
from the study that should catch 
the attention of church leaders is “if 
you don’t do Hispanic ministry well, 
then you face an uncertain future.” 

 Unlike past generations of im-
migrants, he said, people today 
have many more choices in where 
they can go to worship, whether 
another Catholic parish that offers 
something different, a non-Catholic 
Christian church that is welcoming 
or even the growing phenomena of 
dropping all religious affi liation.

 “We call them drive-bys,” Gray 
said, because people will drive by a 
church that doesn’t offer what they 
need and go elsewhere.

 Timothy Matovina, a University 
of Notre Dame professor of theol-
ogy and executive director of that 
school’s Institute for Latino Stud-
ies, pointed to some of the study’s 
fi ndings he thinks are signifi cant: 
that two-thirds of the pastors doing 
Hispanic ministry are not Hispanic; 
that most of them got any training 
they have in Hispanic ministry on 
their own; and that just 13 percent 
said they received relevant training 
in Hispanic ministry in the semi-
nary.

Matovina also observed that the 

immigrants from Latin America 
and the Caribbean who are adding 
to the surge of Hispanics in the 
church are arriving to fi nd a differ-
ent sort of church than did earlier 
waves of immigrants.

“A hundred years ago, immi-
grants arrived to an immigrant 
church,” he said. “Now they are 
arriving to a middle-class church.” 

It will be important to the future 
of the church for the more estab-
lished parts of the church, where 
there is more money and power, to 
think of the growing sector of less-
wealthy Hispanics as deserving of 
their support as part of the same 
church, Ospino said.

Ospino told a story to illustrate 
how that’s relevant to meeting the 
pastoral needs of a working-class or 
poor group of newcomers.

He described a parish with a high 
level of immigrants that was in 
fi nancial crisis. The parish was ad-
ministered by a religious order that 
also ran three wealthier, nonimmi-
grant parishes in the same region. 
The religious order leaders went to 
the three wealthier parishes asking 
for support to keep the immigrant 
parish open. “They said no,” Ospino 
said.

 In a subsequent interview with 
CNS, Ospino said perspectives 
such as that of the nonimmigrant 
parishes in that story illustrate a 
basic fl aw in how many American 
Catholics think about the growth of 
Hispanics toward dominance in the 
church.

“We need to shift the language 
in the church,” Ospino said. “We 
can’t simply treat Hispanics as a 
subgroup of the church anymore. 
In many parts of the country, to 
speak about Hispanic Catholics is 
to speak about the majority of the 
church.”

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

By Patricia Zapor 
Catholic News Service 
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Chalices belonging to bishop, priests used by new generation

Since the days of the early church, priests 
have used beautiful sacred vessels to hold the 
Blessed Sacrament. At his ordination, a priest 
receives his own chalice and paten – the plate 
used to hold the bread – as gifts, usually from 
his family. However, it is a tradition in some di-
oceses for a priest to receive a chalice that was 
owned by another priest.

Two men who will be ordained priests of 
the archdiocese in June, Deacon Christopher 
Brashears and Deacon Carson Krittenbrink, 
received previously-owned chalices.

Deacon Brashears’ chalice belonged to Bishop 
Stephen Leven, a priest from the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City who became Bishop of San 
Antonio and San Angelo. The May 26, 1978, is-
sue of the Texas Concho Register, currently on 
display in the “Six Bishops” exhibit at the arch-
diocesan Heritage Gallery, contains an article 
written by Bishop Leven on the Golden Jubilee 
of his ordination to the priesthood, in which he 
describes this chalice.

“It was my desire that it present the theology 
of the spiritual life,” wrote Bishop Leven on the 
design of his chalice. Mr. Van Walstijn, a gold 
and silver smith in Louvain, Belgium, complet-
ed the design and made the chalice out of silver 
plated in gold. Four medallions depict mysteries 
of the faith: the Trinity, the Annunciation, the 
Crucifi xion and Pentecost. An overall design of 
a vine and branches links to four upper me-
dallions, depicting man’s response to these 
mysteries: faith, baptism, confi rmation and the 
Eucharist.

The chalice was consecrated a few days after 
Bishop Leven’s ordination to the priesthood, 
which took place on June 10, 1928.

Deacon Krittenbrink chose his chalice from 
the archdiocesan archives. It was owned by Fa-
ther Joseph Bernard Havlik, who was ordained 
a priest Sept. 7, 1944.

“I wanted to get to know who this priest was, 
since I had never heard of him, so I asked some 
of the older priests to tell me about him,” said 
Deacon Krittenbrink. “The older priests knew 
him and spoke very well of him, so I got to 
know that he was a hunter and fi sherman and 
was, apparently, quite the character.”

It’s not clear when or where the tradition of 
priests receiving chalices as gifts started, but 
the reason why they receive their own chalice is 
signifi cant.

“At the very heart and center of a priest’s 
identity and mission in the Church is that 
he is an icon of Christ, the Bridegroom of the 
Church, who has sacrifi ced himself on the altar 
of the Cross,” said Father Stephen Hamilton, 
pastor of Saint Monica Church in Edmond 
and Director of Vocations for the archdiocese. 
“Because his life and mission is so intricate-
ly connected to the sacrifi ce made present on 
each Catholic altar, it is common that a priest 
own his own chalice and paten, the very ves-
sels he uses daily to make Christ present to the 
Church in the Holy Eucharist.”

“At the ordination ceremony the bishop hands 
the newly-ordained priest a chalice and paten 

and commands him to offer the gifts for the 
good of the Church,” continued Father Hamil-
ton. “This is a clear sign of how the priest’s life 
is tied to the instruments used at Holy Mass by 
which the Holy Eucharist becomes present.”

Father Hamilton owns a chalice that has ac-
cumulated quite a history. It belonged to Father 
William Eichhoff, who was the pastor of Saint 
Francis of Assisi in Oklahoma City when Father 
Hamilton was a boy.

“As an altar boy serving Holy Mass I brought 
that chalice to him countless times as the altar 
was prepared,” said Father Hamilton.

When Father Eichhoff died in 1997 after a 
battle with cancer, his brother, Father Paul 
Eichhoff (Diocese of Tulsa), offered the chalice 
to Father Hamilton as a gift.

In addition to Father Eichhoff, Saint John 
Paul II also used the chalice.

“While I was still a student in Rome, I brought 
my chalice with me and left it with the Swiss 
Guard at the Vatican. It was a fairly well-known 
custom at that time (I can’t speak for it now) 
that, if you left your chalice with the Swiss 
Guard, it would be taken to Pope John Paul II’s 
private chapel and he would use it at his own 
Holy Mass,” said Father Hamilton.

“I suppose now my chalice is technically a 
second class relic!” he added.

Brianna Osborne is a staff writer at the Sooner 
Catholic and the editor of the Sooner Catholic 
enewsletter, available at https://uno.fl ocknote.
com/list/126932. 

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

Then Deacon Brian Buettner, participating in the Mass where Archbishop Coakley blessed his chalice before Ordi-
nation. Fr. Buettner’s chalice belonged to Fr. William Perras. Photo Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

Deacon Chris Brashears’ paten has an image of Heaven 
with saints important to the Leven family, including St. 
Otto, St. Anne and St. Stephen.

Archbishop Coakley and Archbishop Emeritus Beltran joined Bishop Slattery in celebrating the 100th anniversary of Holy Family Cathedral in Tulsa on May 4. Photo courtesy 
of the Eastern Oklahoma Catholic.
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Summit to aid archdiocesan parishes in evangelization, discipleship
This summer, priests and parish 

leaders can hone their evangeli-
zation skills and discover ways to 
direct parish life toward making 
disciples. On June 25 and June 
26 at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in Oklahoma City, the archdioce-
san Offi ce of New Evangelization 
will offer a Summer Parish Leader-
ship Summit. The theme is “From 
Maintenance to Mission: Envi-
sioning Your Parish as a Center of 
Apostolic Formation for the Laity.”

“Apostolic Formation means be-
coming fi t for mission,” said Car-
ole Brown, Ph. D., director of New 
Evangelization. Brown went on to 
explain that it is the mission of the 
laity to work outside the Church, 
to go out into the world.

“[The laity] share Christ, infl u-
ence policy, speak with their col-
leagues and peers and make the 
earth more fi t for humans to live 
and thrive.”

“Many people think of getting to 
church on Sunday as just another 
box to check off their list,” contin-
ued Brown. “The Christian life is 
more than that; it’s the abundant 

life Jesus promised. It deserves to 
be shared with those who haven’t 
yet encountered Christ and the 
nourishing power of the sacra-
ments.”

The event will teach ways to 
share this life. Peter Andrastek, 
a parish liaison from the min-
istry team “Evangelical Catho-
lic,” will be the keynote speaker. 
Andrastek’s experience directing 
religious education at a parish lev-
el taught him that the busy day-
to-day activities of a parish do not 
always support personal conver-
sion and discipleship.

Brown said that Andrastek’s 
talks will offer techniques for 
parish leaders to more effectively 
direct the energy and efforts of 
the parish to making disciples. 
The topics addressed will include 
“Connecting to Christ,” “Intention-
al Evangelization” and “Charac-
teristics of a Disciple.” The parish 
leaders will have time for discus-
sion.

Andrastek will also describe the 
consulting services that he offers 
for parishes interested and willing 

to make a two-year commitment to 
a mentoring process.

Now more than ever, faithful 
evangelization is needed to coun-
teract secularism.

“Recent studies have shown 
that, in our current culture, the 
actual ‘passing on of the faith’ is 
beset by a number of risk factors, 
with a result that up to 70 percent 

of young Catholics are no longer 
practicing by the time they are 
adults,” said Brown.

What is needed is “very inten-
tional Catholicism,” she added.

Brianna Osborne is a staff writer 
at the Sooner Catholic and the ed-
itor of the Sooner Catholic enews-
letter, available at https://uno.
fl ocknote.com/list/126932. 

If You Go
Summer Parish Leadership Summit

Who: For pastors, parish council members, those involved in faith 
formation and other parish leaders
When: 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. June 25, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. June 26
Where: Conference Center of Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway, Oklahoma City
Why: To learn effective methods for evangelizing and making disci-
ples in your parish.
To secure a space: Fill out the registration form at http://archokc.
org/new-evangelization/up-coming-events. The early bird registra-
tion fee of $25 must be received by June 2. After June 2, registra-
tion is $35. The deadline to register is June 12. A small number of 
rooms are available at the CPC; cost is not included in the registra-
tion fee. For more information, contact the Offi ce of New Evangeliza-
tion at (405) 709-2721.

Cabrini Wellness Ministry addresses suicide prevention, response, education
Cabrini Wellness Ministry – a work of the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, in partnership 
with Catholic Charities – addresses suicide pre-
vention, response and education in the archdi-
ocese. 

Formed by staff from the Catholic Pastoral 
Center and Catholic Charities, the mission of 
the ministry is to equip educators, parents, 
clergy and ministry leaders with the tools to 
respond appropriately to those who are consid-
ering suicide.

“Often times, the only portrayals of mental 
illness are exaggerated and negative images,” 
the ministry explains in a brochure. “This 
creates a stigma that reduces participation in 
mental health prevention programs. However, 
many people experience stressful and diffi cult 
times. To address these times, we are encour-
aged to devote time to our spiritual and phys-
ical health; the concern of this ministry is to 
increase focus on our mental health, as well.”

The Ministry is named for the fi rst canonized 
American saint, Mother Frances Cabrini. 

“For her, hospitals and the care of the sick 
were a priority,” the brochure states. “Because 
she was discouraged on numerous occasions 
as to the feasibility of her plans, she is known 
as the patroness of desperate causes. Her 
devotion to those in need and her ability to 
conquer seemingly insurmountable obstacles 
are an example of Christ’s words that, ‘nothing 
is impossible with God.’”

To achieve its mission, Cabrini Wellness Min-
istry offers three “wellness blocks”: “Question, 
Persuade and Refer” trainings, the Lifelines 
Prevention Program and the identifi cation of 
local resources for parishes and schools.

“As these components take root across the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, the Cabrini 
Wellness Ministry will continue to develop 
additional initiatives and outreach in order to 
address mental wellness and resiliency,” ac-
cording to the brochure.

“Question, Persuade and Refer” training 

equips educators, parents, clergy and ministry 
leaders with an approach to addressing some-
one who may be suicidal. It is not therapy or 
treatment, but teaches a way to reach out and 
offer hope to those who feel there is no hope, 
the brochure explains.

The Lifelines Prevention Program requires 
more intensive training for educators and 
includes a curriculum component that will 
be implemented in schools and parish youth 
programs. The threefold focus of the program 
is prevention, intervention and postvention. Se-
lect schools and parishes will participate in the 
pilot program, with rollout to the wider archdi-
ocese to follow.

Finally, the Ministry identifi es resources for 
counseling, hospital referrals and survivor sup-
port in the event of a critical incident.

In early June, the Ministry will offer QPR 
trainings for parish staff, clergy and ministry 
leaders in the Ardmore/Lawton and Wood-
ward/Enid areas. 

Upcoming trainings are as follows: 2 p.m. 
June 4 at Saint Mary Church in Ardmore; 6 
p.m. June 4 at Holy Family Church in Lawton; 
2 p.m. June 5 at Saint Peter Church in Wood-
ward; and 6 p.m. at Saint Gregory the Great 
Church in Enid. The trainings are limited to 30 
participants per session and require a mini-
mum of 10 registrants. Training will be offered 
to parents and additional ministry leaders at a 
future time. 

For more information or to register, contact 
Amy Shipman or Aimee Ryan in the Catholic 
Charities Saint Joseph’s Counseling Center at 
either (405) 524-0969 or 1 (800) 375-8514.

St. Frances Cabrini whom the ministry is named  after.

Christ the King Church brings new technology to new evangelization
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. — Christ 

the King becomes the fi rst Catholic 
parish in Oklahoma to stream video 
of its church services online in an 
effort to attract new parishioners 
and allow for remote participation in 
special services for those who cannot 
attend.

The new digital capabilities, 
installed by Cory’s Audio Visual 
Services LLC (Cory’s AV), give the 
church a great opportunity to not 
only strengthen their current com-

munity, but also build upon it by 
offering a unique service to help 
capture some of life’s most important 
moments.

“The decision to add these capa-
bilities to the church was two-fold,” 
said Father Rick Stansberry, pastor 
of Christ the King. “First, while there 
is no substitute for being present to 
receive the Eucharist, live streaming 
is a great outreach tool for Cath-
olics who are new to the city or 
planning to move here soon. It also 

gives our parishioners the opportu-
nity to share special moments, like 
baptisms and weddings, with their 
friends and family who aren’t able to 
be present.”

The church has already begun live 
streaming and archiving one of their 
weekly Masses and has the ability to 
offer digital recordings of other litur-
gies and events, such as baptisms, 
weddings, funerals, classes and 
presentations, for those unable to 
attend. In addition to live-streaming 

services, the church will also utilize 
the technology to create training 
videos for those who support each 
service, such as altar servers and 
communion ministers. 

“We worked closely with the staff at 
Christ the King to customize solu-
tions that would meet all the needs 
of the church,” said John Cory, COO 
of Cory’s AV. “We built a system that 
allowed them to accomplish every-
thing they wanted to do, and made 
sure we came in under budget.”
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Catholic Foundation’s Scholarships total $120,000 for 2014
Catholic students receiving Catholic 

Foundation Endowment Scholarships for 
the 2014-2015 school year include Taylor 
Allen (Saint John the Baptist - Edmond, 
OSU); Cecelia Bannister (Saint John 
Nepomuk - Yukon, OSU – OKC); Heather 
Berntsen (Saint Ann - Elgin, SWOSU); 
Dylan Boyle (Saint Theresa of Avila - 
Harrah, OU); Kaitlyn Bridges (Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help - Sterling, UCO); Ben-
jamin Brzozowski (Saint Theresa of Avila 
- Harrah, OSU); Alexandria Byrum (Saint 
John the Baptist - Edmond, University of 
San Diego); Humberto  Cervantes (Saint 
Joseph - Hennessey, SWOSU); Vince Dao 
(Saint Mary - Ardmore, UCO); Julia Da-
vidoff (Saint Eugene - OKC, Saint Greg-
ory’s University); Yesenia Estrada (Saint 
Joseph - Buffalo, NWOSU); Elizabeth 
Grim (Our Lady of Sorrows-Chandler, 
Saint Gregory’s University); John  Grim 
(Our Lady of Sorrows-Chandler, Saint 

Gregory’s University); Mary Ann Grover 
(Saint Andrew - Moore, OCU); Katherine  
Harris (Saint Benedict - Shawnee, OU); 
Robin Heckes (Saint Joseph - Norman, 
OU);  Yesenia Hernandez (Saint Mary 
- Clinton, SWOSU); Christian Hollister 
(Saint Peter and Paul - Hobart, SWOSU); 
McKenzie Housh (Saint John Nepomuk 
- Yukon, SWOSU); Nathan Kilian (Saint 
Mary - Medford, NWOSU); T. Jerome 
Krug (Saint Monica - Edmond, Concep-
tion Seminary College); Lizabeth Landoll 
(Blessed Sacrament - Lawton, SWOSU); 
Samuel Le (Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, Un-
decided); Uytran Khai Le (Saint Andrew 
Dung-Lac, OU); Dasol Lee (Korean Mar-
tyrs, OU); Alexander Lewis (Saint Fran-
cis Xavier - Enid, OSU); Marisol Lopez 
(Holy Angels - OKC, UCO); Ashlee Lusch 
(Saint Paul the Apostle – Del City, New-
man University); Martin Marquez (Little 
Flower Church - OKC, OSU – OKC); Ryan 

McGoffi n (Saint James the Greater - 
OKC, Saint Gregory’s University); David 
Meiwes, Holy Trinity - Okarche, UCO); 
Myles Melson (Our Lady of Sorrows - 
Chandler, OSU); Colin Murray (Christ the 
King - OKC, OU); Bryan Nguyen (Saint 
John the Baptist - Edmond, OU); James 
Nguyen (Saint Andrew Dung-Lac - OKC, 
University of Southern California); Lam 
Nguyen (Saint Andrew Dung-Lac - OKC, 
OU); Michael Nolan (Saint Damien of 
Molokai - Edmond, Ave Maria University); 
Baylee Perkins (Christ the King - OKC, 
UCO); John Pham (Saint Andrew Dung-
Lac - OKC, OU);  Mary Pham (Saint 
Andrew Dung-Lac, OU); Anthony Pha-
mille (Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, OU); Tam 
Minh Phamille (Saint Andrew Dung-Lac 
- OKC, UCO); Sarah Pierce (Holy Fami-
ly - Lawton, OU); Julia Purus (Our Lady 
of Victory - Purcell, OSU); Omar Ramirez 
(Saint Peter the Apostle - Guymon, OK 

Panhandle State); Secilia Ramirez (Bless-
ed Sacrament - Lawton, SWOSU); Gua-
dalupe Ramirez-Barraza (Saint Joseph 
- Ada, East Central); Aschley Ramjack 
(Epiphany of the Lord - OKC, UCO);  J. 
Michael Rudkins (Saint Peter and Paul - 
Hobart, OU); Ryan Rudkins (Saint Peter 
and Paul - Hobart, OU); Paulina Saldana 
(Saint Andrew - Moore, OCCC); Jasmine 
Sanchez (Saint Mary - Clinton, OU); 
Lillian Seay (Saint Paul the Apostle – Del 
City, UCO); Sirena Sierra (Saint Pat-
rick Church - OKC, UCO); Marta Stangl 
(Saints Peter and Paul - Kingfi sher, OU); 
Jacob Stonecipher (Saint Peter - Guy-
mon, OU); Justin Thrash (Epiphany of 
the Lord - OKC, OU); Yvan Tran (Saint 
Andrew Dung-Lac, OU); Nicole Tucker 
(Sacred Heart - Konawa, OSU); Jacque-
line Visina (Saint John the Baptist - 
Edmond, University of Alabama); Jordan 
Wehling (Saint Mark the Evangelist - 

Norman, OU); and Alexander Zakrzewicz 
(Saint Peter the Apostle - Guymon, OSU).

Partial funding of all CFO Scholar-
ships comes from the Quasebarth Family 
Scholarship Fund, the Mary White Clarke 
Scholarship Fund and the John Edward 
Greenan Scholarship Fund.  Partial fund-
ing of the CFO Scholarship to Ryan Mc-
Goffi n (Saint James the Greater - OKC, 
Saint Gregory’s University) for 2014-15 
comes from the Dr. and Mrs. Francis 
Duffy Scholarship Fund.

Receiving the C.W. and Frances Ane-
shansley Scholarships for the 2014-2015 
school year are April Isabel Betancourt 
(Saint Mary - Clinton, OSU); April Casas 
(Saint Mary - Clinton, OU); Liliana Casas 
(Saint Mary - Clinton, OU); Stephanie 
Estala (Saint Mary - Clinton, SWOSU); 
Seidy Marquez (Saint Mary - Clinton, 

SWOSU); Rocklin Pankhurst (Saint Mary 
- Clinton, SWOSU); and Guadalupe Pina 
(Saint Mary - Clinton, SWOSU).

The following four students have re-
ceived Bob Little Pastoral Musician’s 
Scholarship for the 2014-2015 school 
year:  Katherine Caughlin (Saint Joseph 
- Tonkawa, Rider University/Westminster 
Choir College); 

Blanca Gonzalez (Saint Eugene - OKC, 
OCCC); Mary Rice (Saint Francis of Assisi 
- OKC, Cameron University); and Kristen 
Williams (Holy Family - Lawton, SWOSU).

  
Scholarship recipients for the Evelyn 

and Kathryn Hau Scholarships are Cody 
Lee (Saint Gregory the Great - Enid, 
OSU); Gabriel Sanchez (Saint Francis 
Xavier - Enid, Saint Gregory’s Universi-
ty); Kylee Severin (Saint Michael - Gol-
try, NOC – Tonkawa); and Troy Wilczek 

(Saints Peter and Paul - Kingfi sher, OSU).

The winners of the Amelia P. Davis and 
Elizabeth H. Davis Lawrence Scholarship 
are Christina Hestilow (Saint Francis 
Xavier - Enid, OU College of Nursing); 
Conner Hufnagel (Sacred Heart - El 
Reno, OSU); Abby Lee (Saint Gregory the 
Great - Enid, NOC – Stillwater); Kasey 
Ross (Saint Francis Xavier - Enid, OSU); 
Tyler Schnaithman (Saint Gregory the 
Great - Enid, OSU); Tyler Whitehead 
(Saint Francis Xavier - Enid, OSU); and 
Abbey Zuech (Saint Gregory the Great - 
Enid, OU).

 
 Nikole Mingura (Our Lady of Guada-

lupe - Hollis, SWOSU) received the Helen 
R. Hall Nursing Scholarship and Nghiep 
Nguyen (Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, OU 
College of Medicine) received the P.B. 
Connelly Medical Scholarship.

Third annual “Love Run” to benefi t center for developmentally disabled adults

The Center of Family Love will 
host the third annual “Love Run” 
or Poker Run Saturday, June 14. 
The day will kick off with a bike 
parade at 11 a.m. around the 
Center of Family Love, in Okarche, 
Okla., where the center’s residents 
will joyfully send the riders off with 
smiles and cheers.

Opened in 1981, the Center 
of Family Love provides quality 
care for developmentally disabled 
adults. The Love Run gives Okla-
homans a chance to see the sights 
of the state while supporting a 
much-needed ministry. 

Riders can travel the 120 mile 
route on any vehicle including 
motorcycles, trucks and cars. The 
cost to register is $30 for each 
driver and $10 per passenger in 
the vehicle. Register and pay by 
June 1 and receive an early bird 
discount of $5 for drivers.  

“Everyone who participates in the 
Love Run will have a lot of fun out 
on the road,” said Debbie Espino-
sa, executive director of the Center 
of Family Love. “The money earned 
will directly impact our residents 
by allowing us to provide a high 
level of care for them by meet-
ing their health and educational 
needs.”

One notable group of participants 
in the Love Run is the Knights of 

Columbus motorcycle group. State 
president of the Knights on Bikes, 
Mark Cearley, considers the cause 
to be close to the Knights of Co-
lumbus’ heart since the Center of 
Family Love was founded by the 
Knights of Columbus.

“When I heard about the Love 
Run, I knew we needed to be in-
volved,” said Cearley. “Seeing the 
center was impressive and all of 
the residents were very friendly to 
the riders. This is exactly what the 
Knights on Bikes are about; doing 
the work of the Knights of Colum-
bus while on our motorcycles.”

At the Center of Family Love, 
vendors will be selling various 
items with the proceeds going to 
the center’s many programs.  

“The best vendor we have is the 
Center of Family Love gift shop,” 
said Lisa McConnell, director of 
human resources at the Center of 
Family Love. “Our residents partic-
ipate in vocational programs where 
they grow their own plants and 
make their own crafts which they 
then sell.”

Limited government funding 
means the center relies heavily 
on the generosity of the commu-
nity. For those unable to travel to 
Okarche, donations are also being 
accepted on the website using the 
“donate now” link.

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

If You Go
Center of Family Love “Love Run”

When: Registration from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Saturday, June 14. 
Bike parade kickoff at 11 a.m.
Where: Starts in Okarche, Okla., and then travels to Guthrie, Mul-
hall, Orlando and Arcadia; ends at Dave and Busters in Oklahoma 
City
Why: To raise funds for the Center of Family Love
To register and for more information: Visit www.centeroffamily-
love.org.

On behalf of the many students whose lives are touched by your generosity, we thank you.
Send completed form to: Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund, PO Box 32180, 

Oklahoma City, OK 73123 or go online to www.cfook.org and make an online gift.  

Catholic Schools 
Opportunity Scholarship Donor Form

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

City, Sate, Zip: ________________________________________________________________________

Telephone:_________________________ Email Address: ____________________________________

Social Security #: ______________________________________________________________________
(Social Security or Tax ID number is required to process the claim for tax credit.) 

All Saints School __________% 

Bishop John Carroll ________% 

Bishop McGuinness ________% 

Christ the King ____________% 

Holy Trinity ______________% 

Good Shepherd____________% 

Mount St. Mary ___________% 

Rosary___________________% 

Sacred Heart OKC _________% 

Sacred Heart El Reno _______% 

St. Charles Borromeo _______% 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton _____% 

St. Eugene________________% 

St. James_________________% 

St. John Nepomuk _________% 

St. Joseph, Enid ___________% 

St. Mary, Guthrie __________% 

St. Mary, Lawton __________% 

St. Mary, Ponca City________% 

Sts Peter & Paul ___________% 

St. Philip Neri_____________%

I would like to request that up to 75% of my donation be designated to support 
students at the following Catholic Schools: (total percentage should equal 75%) 

Tax Filing Status:  Individual Taxpayer     Married Couple Filing Jointly     Corporate Entity

I want to donate: $4000    $2000    $1000    $500    $250    $100     Other $_________ 

My check made payable to the Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund, Inc. is enclosed.  

I wish to charge (one time charge) my gift of $______________ to my: 
Visa       MasterCard     Discover     American Express 

Account number ______________________________ Expiration __________ Security Code _____  

Signature as it appears on credit card:  __________________________________________________  

Forming children and youth in the Catholic Faith is a vital task for the Church.  
History has taught that without teachers to announce the Gospel and educate 

the young, the Church struggles to survive. Bring Catholic education to 
families who cannot afford to pay the full cost of Catholic School tuition
with a donation to the Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund.

In the photo above, Archbishop Coakley is seen (bottom center) with many of the 
retired priests of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City after the group enjoyed dinner 
together.

Ten years of B-I-N-G-O
at Saint Joseph’s in Norman
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• Up to 75% of your gift can be earmarked for scholarships at a specific Catholic
school in the Archdiocese or you can split your gift among several schools.   

• The remaining 25% of your gift will go into an undesignated fund that  schools will
share, which will make ALL of the Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese stronger.

• For every $2 that you donate to the Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship
Fund, you will get up to a $1 state tax credit. 

• You also get to deduct the charitable contribution on your federal and state taxes. 
• It’s easy — the more you give, the more tax credit you receive and the more you

can save on taxes!
Although contributions in all amounts are appreciated, the contribution limits al-

lowed to received the maximum tax credit are:
• Individual taxpayers will be eligible for a tax credit on a maximum donation of

$2,000.
• Married couples filing a joint tax return will be eligible for a tax credit on a maxi-

mum donation of $4,000.
• Legal business entities (including limited and general partnerships, corporations

and limited liability companies) will be eligible for a tax credit on a maximum
donation of $200,000.

• Funds contributed to the Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund in this
calendar year will fund scholarships for students in Catholic schools across the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City during the following school year.  

• Scholarships will be awarded solely on the basis of financial need (family house-
hold income and size of family) and requirements of the state law.

Catholic Schools 
Donation  to: Any 501(c)(3) Charity Opportunity Scholarship Fund 

Gift Amount: $4,000 $4,000 

Federal Deduction: -1,400 -1,400 

State Deduction: -220 -220 

OK State Income Tax Credit: None up to –2,000  

Estimated Net Cost to Donor: $2,380

Here’s an example to demonstrate the effect of the tax credit for a  
married couple in the 35% federal tax bracket filing a joint tax return:

*Consult your financial advisor for specific tax advice.
$380

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

• Established by the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, the Catholic Schools Opportu-
nity Scholarship Fund, Inc. is a separate non-profit corporation under the leader-
ship of Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley, Archbishop of Oklahoma City. The
Corporation is a 501(c)(3) organization under the umbrella of the Catholic
Church tax exemption. The Fund and its program is administered by the Catholic
Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc. 

• Some parameters of the scholarship program are dictated by the requirements of
the Oklahoma Equal Opportunity Education Scholarship Act, 68 Okla. Statutes
Section 2357.206. Please refer to the Scholarship Act for specific information.  

• The Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund will attempt to honor requests
from donors to designate funds to specific Catholic schools, but may deviate if
necessary to remain true to the primary mission of the organization, which is to
provide Catholic school scholarships to students most in need of financial assis-
tance, or to meet certain statutory requirements.  

• You should be aware that the Oklahoma legislature allocated a total of $3.5 million
dollars in annual tax credits to the Scholarship Act. Therefore, if an abundance of
people donate to scholarship granting organizations, the actual tax credit awarded
to each individual contributor may decline from the maximum of 50% to some lesser
percentage, but all contributors will receive the same percentage of tax credit. 

• You should consult your personal financial or tax advisor for specific tax advice.  

Help build a brighter future for students in the Archdioces of Oklahoma City
by making Catholic schools education affordable.

...and receive an Oklahoma Tax Credit!

Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund • PO Box 32180 • Oklahoma City, OK 73123 • (405) 721-4115 • bsemtner@archokc.org
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USCCB Secretariat of Catholic Education issues guidance on Common Core
From its inception, the Common 

Core State Standards Initiative 
generated debate.

A project of the National Gover-
nors Association and the Council 
of Chief State School Offi cers, the 
CCSSI aimed to develop and then 
implement a single set of academ-
ic standards in public schools 
across the U.S. 

To achieve this aim, the Ini-
tiative tapped teachers, parents, 
school administrators and “ex-
perts” to provide input to pro-
duce “a set of clear college- and 
career-ready standards for kin-
dergarten through 12th grade in 
English language arts/literacy 
and mathematics.”

Before the standards were 
released, the Initiative received 
a boost from the Obama admin-
istration when the Department of 
Education tied “Race to the Top” 
funding to adoption of the stan-
dards. 

At that point, many school 
offi cials committed to adopt the 
Common Core. In other states, 
education offi cials moved more 
cautiously, waiting to read and 
assess the standards themselves 
before they formally accepted 
them. 

Either way, the majority of 
states eventually signed on: As 
of this school year, 44 states, the 
District of Columbia, four ter-
ritories and the Department of 
Defense Education Activity had 
adopted the Common Core.

In part because of the connec-
tion with “Race to the Top,” critics 

decry the state standards as a 
top-down initiative and a threat 
to local control of education. 
Supporters of the standards insist 
that adoption of the standards is 
voluntary and stress that the or-
ganizing bodies behind the stan-
dards were not federal agencies, 
but the NGA and the CCSSO.

Once the standards were ac-
tually released, the debate grew 
even more vociferous, as con-
cerned parents, teachers and 
others found cause for alarm 
in the content of the standards 
themselves.

Meanwhile, because private 
schools are not bound by state 
adoption of the standards, Cath-
olic school offi cials had an inde-
pendent opportunity to decide 
whether to adopt them. 

Catholic school educators found 
themselves facing a frustrating di-
lemma: Failing to conform to the 
Common Core might eventually 
compromise students’ standard-
ized test readiness, but conform-
ing to the Common Core might 
compromise the uniqueness of 
Catholic schools. Many were un-
willing to accept either tradeoff. 

Catholic schools have long been 

some of the best “prep” schools in 
the country, equipping students 
to excel not only at college en-
trance exams, but in college itself. 
At the same time, the Catholic 
philosophy of education, which 
aims to form the human person 
in the pursuit of his ultimate end 
to live with God for all eternity, 
is not reducible to a materialistic 
philosophy of education that aims 
solely to prepare students for col-
lege and the workforce.

Late last month, the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops Secretariat of Catholic 
Education issued a set of “Fre-
quently Asked Questions about 
the Common Core State Stan-
dards” to guide Catholic educa-
tors as they navigate the Common 
Core. 

“Church teaching on subsid-
iarity supports decision-making 
about standards and curriculum 
at the lowest level possible (e.g. 
the diocesan and parish/local 
level),” the document says.

So far, Catholic educators in 
dioceses across the country have 
crafted a number of different 
approaches to the unavoidable 
presence of the Common Core in 

the educational landscape, in-
cluding (1) rejecting it outright, 
(2) viewing the Core as one of 
many resources in developing di-
ocesan guidelines and standards, 
(3) viewing it as a reference only, 
(4) adapting parts of the Core or 
(5) adopting it. The approach of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
comes nearest No. 2. 

The document affi rms all of 
these approaches as potentially 
appropriate depending upon local 
circumstances. 

“The CCSS should be neither 
adopted nor rejected without re-
view, study, consultation, discus-
sion and caution,” it states.

Among the many salient points 
in the document, however, none 
are more relevant, perhaps, than 
these: (1) Parents are the primary 
educators of their children and (2) 
Evangelization and education are 
intimately connected.

The Common Core, “which was 
developed for public schools, is 
by its nature incomplete as it 
pertains to Catholic schools,” 
the document states. “In an in-
creasingly secularized world, the 
Church aims through appropriate 
education to help parents and 
families sift through the realities 
and diffi culties of the culture and 
provide a solid foundation and 
basis for living as disciples of Je-
sus Christ.”

To read the document in its 
entirety, visit http://usccb.org/
beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-
teach/catholic-education/com-
mon-core-state-standards-faqs.
cfm. 

By The Sooner Catholic Staff

Popular blogger elicits deep thoughts – and laughs – in conversion memoir
“Something Other Than God,” by Jennifer 

Fulwiler, Ignatius Press, 2014.

Reviewed by Brianna Osborne
It is rare, after experiencing a profound 

change in life, to have the clarity to see the 
individual moments in which this change be-
gan. In “Something Other Than God,” Jennifer 
Fulwiler has captured the story of her conver-
sion from atheism to Catholicism with beauty 
and humor, managing to be both poignant and 
practical in her account of her spiritual jour-
ney. Fulwiler, a wife and mother of six, is the 
author of the popular blog ConversionDiary.
com.

“Something Other Than God” begins with 
Fulwiler’s childhood years, in which she never 
quite fi ts in at school or camp because of her 
atheist upbringing. Eventually this brings her 
to confront the fact of death. She decides that 
“chasing … moments of happiness might be 
all I had,” and, from that point on, she choos-
es to live for enjoyment and success. Howev-
er, through meeting her husband, starting a 
law fi rm, giving up a jet-setting lifestyle and 
having children, Fulwiler starts to question 
her atheism. Little by little, she lets go of her 
scorn for Christianity, fi nds herself praying and 
confronts her long-held beliefs in abortion and 
contraception.

The framework of the story gives signifi cance 
to every incident in the memoir, but Fulwil-
er is able to balance this with the dry humor 
characteristic of her blog. The fi rst pages of 
the book recount a young Fulwiler’s frantic 
thoughts of how to say “no” to the overzealous 
Texas Bible Belt camp counselor who is moving 

down the line of campers asking if they want to 
be “saved.” Later she chronicles the many ways 
she hid her research into Christianity from 
family members and coworkers by hiding out 
in public restrooms.

These vignettes are welcome respites from 
the many heartbreaking passages of the book. 

A family tragedy, a serious diagnosis during 
her pregnancy and other confrontations with 
human suffering are among Fulwiler’s most 
important and relatable scenes.

Lifelong Catholics, converts and non-believ-
ers alike will be able to relate because Fulwiler 
has pointed out, with clever and unique ex-
amples, some important stumbling blocks in 
the quest for God. Many readers will nod their 
heads in recognition when she describes online 
arguments between different Christian commu-
nities, announcing, “There were excommuni-
cations by combox for all involved …” Fulwiler 
tackles the question of salvation as she prays 
for the soul of Tupac Shakur and ponders her 
views on sexual morality while reading “Hu-
manae Vitae,” by which, as she quips, “Pope 
Paul VI triggered a worldwide hissy fi t.”

For those who are already believers, a few 
passages that describe the arguments of vari-
ous Christian philosophers may lag a bit, but 
these arguments are important to show how 
Fulwiler came to see in her life what C. S. Lew-
is called “the long, terrible story of man trying 
to fi nd something other than God which will 
make him happy.”

In a May 7 phone interview, Fulwiler revealed 
that she worked on the book for fi ve years be-
fore she saw the structure the story has today. 
“I did need that time … to look back, and see 
that story arc that God had created in my life.” 
Do all of us, through God’s guidance, have a 
story arc that we don’t even know about?

“I really believe we do,” said Fulwiler.
“Something Other Than God” is available at 

http://www.ignatius.com/Products/SOG-H/
something-other-than-god.aspx. 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Nota del editor: La siguiente es la transcripción de 
la homilía del Arzobispo Paul Coakley a la gradu-
ación de la clase de 2014 del Colegio Seminario de 
la Concepción. Dada 11 de mayo de 2014.

Estoy muy agradecido por esta oportunidad para 
dar hoy la homilía, en presencia de la comunidad 
monástica y del seminario, así como los familiares 
y amigos de nuestros graduandos, al despedirnos 
de la Clase Graduanda del 2014 del Colegio Semi-
nario Concepción.

Este IV Domingo de Pascua se conoce tradicio-
nalmente como Domingo del Buen Pastor. Jesús 
se llamó a sí mismo el Buen Pastor y el arte cristia-
no lo ha retratado como tal desde el momento en 
que el arte distintivamente cristiano fue creado en 
las catacumbas. Es una imagen hermosa. El Buen 
Pastor es aquel que se preocupa por el bienestar 
de sus ovejas, las guía a las verdes praderas, los 
protege de las amenazas de los ladrones y los 
animales salvajes, busca a la oveja perdida y la 
regresa a un lugar seguro llevándola sobre sus 
propios hombros. El Buen Pastor es, como el Papa 
Francisco nos ha dicho recientemente, y de mane-
ra muy conmovedora, ¡aquel que adquiere el olor 
de sus ovejas!

Este fi n de semana estamos conscientes de los 
muchos pastores — los sacerdotes de parroquia, 
los miembros de la comunidad monástica y del 
seminario y muchos otros que a lo largo de los 
años han sido tan decisivos en la formación de 
estos graduandos y ayudándoles a escuchar y re-
sponder a la voz del Buen Pastor. En esta Jornada 
Mundial de Oración por las Vocaciones le pedi-
mos humildemente al Señor que siga llamando a 
muchos hombres y mujeres jóvenes a una vida de 
santidad y discipulado en el servicio de su Iglesia, 
especialmente como sacerdotes y hombres y mu-
jeres para la vida consagrada. 

La semilla de toda vocación, sin embargo, se 
siembra y fl orece con mayor efi cacia en el suelo 
fértil de la familia cristiana. Los buenos matrimo-
nios son la clave para abundantes vocaciones. Un 
hogar amoroso en el que los padres tomen en serio 
su responsabilidad como primeros educadores de 
sus hijos ofrece el mejor ambiente para la trans-
misión de la fe, para la formación en las virtudes 
y el discernimiento de una vocación. Mientras que 
toda la comunidad cristiana tiene la responsabili-
dad de cultivar y orar por las vocaciones, la familia 
es el primer y más ideal seminario, o “semillero” 
para cultivar y fomentar este regalo. En este Día de 
las Madres, que coincide con la Jornada Mundial 
de Oración por las Vocaciones, quiero reconocer 
la importancia de ustedes, madres en el apoyo a 
sus hijos en el camino que ha llevado a cada uno 
de ellos al día de hoy. Ustedes le han dado la vida, 

los ha nutrido con su amor y de maneras miste- 
riosas que sólo Dios conoce han fomentado su fe y 
los han acogidos en sus corazones a través de sus 
oraciones y sufrimientos. Gracias.

En la sección del evangelio de hoy que acabamos 
de escuchar en este Domingo del Buen Pastor, 
Jesús usa una imagen diferente del mismo en-
torno campestre. En lugar de referirse a sí mismo 
como el pastor Jesús llama a sí mismo la puerta. 
Sólo quien entra en el redil de las ovejas por la 
puerta es el pastor. ¡Los que saltan el cercado 
están entrando en el redil de las ovejas con malas 
intenciones! Son ladrones que entran no para 
proteger al rebaño, sino para robar y destruir. 
Estas palabras son un desafío, especialmente 
para aquellos de nosotros que estamos llamados a 
ser pastores, ya sea como obispos o sacerdotes o 
seminaristas.

La pregunta que Jesús plantea es “¿quién le 
interesa más?”  ¿Se preocupan más por el bien- 
estar de los que están a su cuidado o buscan 
primero su propio benefi cio? Jesús nos dice que 
cualquier persona que está simplemente velando 
por su propio bien es un ladrón y un salteador. Un 
sacerdote que piensa primero sobre su propia po- 
pularidad o progreso no es pastor; es un ladrón 
que seduce a sus oyentes con palabras halagado-
ras. Él no va a arriesgar su reputación por el bien 
de la proclamación de la plena verdad del Evange-
lio, ni por sus palabras o por el testimonio de su 
vida. Cuídense de los falsos pastores.

El Papa Francisco se hace eco de este desafío 
en Evangelii Gaudium: “Hoy se puede advertir en 
muchos agentes pastorales… una preocupación 
exacerbada por los espacios personales de au-
tonomía y de distensión, que lleva a vivir las tareas 
como un mero apéndice de la vida, como si no 
fueran parte de la propia identidad… Llama la 
atención que aun quienes aparentemente poseen 
sólidas convicciones doctrinales y espirituales 
suelen caer en un estilo de vida que los lleva a 
aferrarse a seguridades económicas, o a espacios 
de poder y de gloria humana que se procuran 
por cualquier medio, en lugar de dar la vida por 
los demás en la misión. ¡No nos dejemos robar el 
entusiasmo misionero!”

Cuando Pedro se puso delante de las multitudes 
en el día de Pentecostés, como escuchamos en la 
primera lectura, proclamó a Jesucristo como el 
camino, la verdad y la vida: “Que toda la casa de 
Israel sepa con certeza que Dios ha hecho Señor 
y Cristo a este Jesús a quien vosotros habéis 
crucifi cado” Cuando el pueblo oyó su testimonio 
respondieron: “¿Qué haremos hermanos?” Las 
personas reconocieron en Pedro la auténtica voz 
del Buen Pastor. Estaban deseosos por responder. 

¡Dejen que su voz 
resuene en las pa-
labras y testimonio 
de todos los que son 
llamados al minis-
terio sacerdotal y 
episcopal hoy!

Algunos de uste- 
des graduandos han 
pasado cuatro años 
aquí, otros menos. 
Estos han sido años 
de gracia y crecimiento a medida que han entrado 
en el camino de la conversión y una formación 
cristiana y sacerdotal más intencional. Espero que 
hayan reconocido la voz del Buen Pastor y que 
sus corazones se hayan encendido en llamas de 
amor y un deseo de conocerlo, seguirlo e imitarlo. 
Algunos de ustedes pasarán al seminario mayor 
para continuar su formación sacerdotal. Otros que 
llegaron a discernir si el Señor les estaba llaman-
do al sacerdocio han descubierto que el Señor los 
llama a servirle por otro camino hacia la santidad. 
En cualquier caso, su formación para el discipu-
lado y la misión continúa más allá de estos años y 
esta experiencia de fraternidad y de vida cristiana.

Nuestro Santo Padre escribe en la “Alegría del 
Evangelio”: “En la Palabra de Dios aparece per-
manentemente este dinamismo de «salida» que 
Dios quiere provocar en los creyentes. Abraham 
aceptó el llamado a salir hacia una tierra nueva. 
Moisés escuchó el llamado de Dios: «Ve, yo te 
envío», e hizo salir al pueblo hacia la tierra de la 
promesa. A Jeremías le dijo: «Adondequiera que 
yo te envíe irás». Hoy, en este «id» de Jesús, están 
presentes los escenarios y los desafíos siempre 
nuevos de la misión evangelizadora de la Iglesia, 
y todos somos llamados a esta nueva «salida» 
misionera.”.

Mis hermanos, hoy es una “salida” para cada 
uno de ustedes. Todos están llamados a partici-
par en esta misión. Ustedes van de salida de esta 
su alma mater para seguir el camino que el Buen 
Pastor va caminando delante de ustedes. Con 
cierto grado de certeza, les puedo decir que es un 
camino que conduce, inevitablemente, más allá 
de sus zonas de comodidad. No temas, porque el 
Señor nos asegura: “Yo estoy con ustedes.” Uste- 
des vinieron aquí en respuesta a la llamada de 
Dios con el fi n de encontrar a Jesús, para experi- 
mentar la alegría del Evangelio y ser formados 
como discípulos. Ahora hay que ir de “salida.” 
Están siendo enviados como discípulos misioner-
os y agentes de la Nueva Evangelización para la 
Siglo XXI. Que Dios que ha comenzado la buena 
obra en ustedes, la lleve a la perfección. 

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Jesús, la puerta

El Camino Principal Para Conocer A Cristo Resucitado

La riqueza de la personalidad de 
Nuestro Señor Jesucristo y todas las 
verdades sobre Él pueden formar 
una lista muy extensa. He aquí solo 
algunos de las verdades y títulos 
aplicables a Jesús.

Él es una sola persona con dos 
naturalezas: plenamente Dios y 
plenamente hombre; Señor, Salva-
dor y Redentor; Encarnación de la 
Segunda Persona de la Santísima 
Trinidad; Alfa y Omega; Cordero de 
Dios; Camino, Verdad y Vida; Pan 
de Vida y Luz del Mundo; El Logos; 
Autor principal de la vida; Buen 
Pastor; Emmanuel; Sol de la justicia; 
Hijo de Dios; Hijo del hombre; Hijo 
unigénito; Imagen del Dios invisible; 
Primogénito; El Rey de los Judíos; 
Juez de vivos y muertos; Crucifi cado 
y Resucitado; Amor Encarnado y 
Príncipe de la Paz…

Son casi ilimitadas las fuentes de 
información sobre Jesús Resucita- 
do pero no todas tienen la misma 
calidad de información. Algunas 
tienen información parcial o mezclas 
de información correcta con ideas 
equivocadas.

Unas fuentes pueden traer casi 
un 100 por ciento de la información 
pero después ofrecen una selección 
limitada de maneras para encontrar 
a Jesús y ser uno con Él.

El mejor camino y la mejor manera 
de tener un profundo encuentro con 
Jesús y su amor es ser uno de los 
suyos en la comunidad de fe esta- 
blecida por Él mismo, su Iglesia. La 
Iglesia es encuentro con Cristo, la 
Iglesia es el Cuerpo de Cristo. Cristo 
y la Iglesia están unidos de manera 
inseparable y para siempre. 

Su Iglesia, comunidad cristiana de 
los redimidos abiertos a Su infi nita 
misericordia, es la mejor oportuni-
dad para conocer a Jesús y unirse 

a Él en Santa Comunión. La Iglesia, 
el Cuerpo de Cristo, es encuentro 
y vida con el Salvador. La Iglesia es 
quien posee la doctrina plena sobre 
Él y tiene la responsabilidad de darlo 
a conocer y ayudar a otros a enamo- 
rarse de Él y seguirlo. 

En la Segunda Carta de Juan, 
verso nueve, leemos: “El que se aven-
tura y no permanece en la doctrina 
de Cristo no posee a Dios; el que 
permanece en la doctrina, ése posee 
al Padre y al Hijo.”

La Iglesia fundada por Cristo nos 
trae a Cristo, nos lleva a Cristo y nos 
une a Cristo. Para esto existe. Buscar 
a Cristo por otros caminos, por más 
buenos que puedan ser, son tan solo 
caminos paralelos inventados por 
los seres humanos que, si tenemos 
suerte y no nos alejan sutilmente de 
Él, nos pueden ayudar a crecer en 
Cristo hasta cierto punto, pero no 
llevan a nadie al encuentro máximo 
establecido por Cristo mismo. 

Hay que tener cuidado con cami-
nos secundarios hacia Jesús. Estos 
supuestos caminos son muy peligro-
sos. 

Cristo envía a su Espíritu Santo 
a la Iglesia para darle el Espíritu de 
Cristo que santifi ca, para guiarla en 
el desarrollo y promoción de su doc-
trina y para hacerla evangelizadora y 
misionera. 

Cuando nos arriesgamos a ir más 
allá de la doctrina y de la Comunidad 
de fe nos hemos separados de la ver-
dad plena de Cristo y de su familia 
de fe y ya no estamos unidos a Dios, 
como Dios quiere. 

Dejémonos guiar por el Espíritu 
Santo enviado a la Iglesia para seguir 
en la Iglesia y con la Iglesia, es en 
ella que crecemos en la plenitud de 
Cristo y su infi nito amor misericor-
dioso. La Iglesia fundado por Cristo 
es el camino principal para mejor 
conocerlo y seguirlo a Él, Cristo Re-
sucitado.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano
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La Ascensión del Señor
Los evangelistas describen al fi nal de los 

evangelios y al principio del libro de los 
Hechos de los Apóstoles, que Jesús “fue 
elevado al cielo”, por lo que los cristianos 
repetimos en nuestro Credo:  “Subió al cielo 
y está sentado a la derecha del Padre”. Esta 
afi rmación es un modo de hablar para decir 
que Jesús se fue al Padre, llevando consigo su 
naturaleza humana. Jesús, al ir al Padre, no 
entra en un lugar, sino en una nueva dimen-
sión, en donde no tienen sentido nuestras 
expresiones: arriba, abajo, subir, bajar… Ir al 
cielo signifi ca, ir a Dios. En el cielo, iremos a 
unirnos al cuerpo de Cristo resucitado todos 
los que aceptamos  su salvación. 

Según la narración de San Lucas, la Iglesia 
celebra la Ascensión del Señor a los cuarenta 
días de su resurrección. La fi esta de la As-
censión no nos habla de un alejamiento de 
Cristo, sino de su glorifi cación en el Padre. 
Su cuerpo humano adquiere la gloria. En el 
seno original de Dios, Cristo se ha acercado 
más a nosotros, con la misma cercanía de 
Dios. Con él, todos nosotros hemos subido al 
Padre en la esperanza y en la promesa. En la 
Ascensión celebramos la subida de Cristo al 
Padre y nuestra futura ascensión con él. Al 
celebrar el misterio de la Ascensión del Señor, 
recuerda que el cielo es muestra meta, y que 
la vida terrena es el camino para conseguirla.  
Para Lucas, en los Hechos de los Apóstoles, la 
actividad terrena de Jesús concluye no con el 
momento de su muerte, sino con su ascensión 
al cielo, que incluye naturalmente la experi-
encia pascual de las apariciones. Por eso de 
ahora en adelante serán los apóstoles, aque-
llos que han visto al Señor y han sido instru-
idos por él “bajo la acción del Espíritu Santo” 
(Hch 1,2), los testigos autorizados de la pala- 
bra de Jesús y de su resurrección.

El tiempo necesario para pasar de una etapa 
a otra en la historia de la salvación y, por tan-
to, el tiempo de las manifestaciones divinas 
importantes y decisivas. El número evoca los 
cuarenta años que Israel caminó en el desi-
erto siendo probado y educado por Dios (Dt 
8,2-6); los cuarenta días que pasó Moisés en 
el monte Sinaí para recibir la Ley de parte de 
Dios (Ex 24,18); los cuarenta días de Jesús en 
el desierto antes de iniciar su misión (Lc 4,1-
2). “Cuarenta” indica el tiempo de la prueba y 
de la enseñanza necesaria. En los Hechos, sin 
embargo, se insiste solamente en la segunda 
dimensión. 

El tiempo necesario para pasar de una 
realidad a otra en la Biblia es de cuarenta. 
Cuarenta días de Pascua y luego la Ascen-
sión. En la tradición de los rabinos el núme-
ro “cuarenta” también tenía, en línea con la 
tradición bíblica, un valor simbólico para indi-
car un período de aprendizaje completo y nor-
mativo. Lucas quiere poner de manifi esto que 
los apóstoles han recibido del Señor resucita- 
do aquella formación autorizada y completa 
que los prepara para continuar su obra y ser 
testigos del reino de Dios en la historia. Jesús 
les recomienda no apartarse de Jerusalén y 
esperar la promesa del Padre, el don del Es-
píritu Santo. Jerusalén, la ciudad en la cual 
Jesús concluyó su camino, se convierte en el 
punto de partida de la misión de la iglesia. 

En Jerusalén los apóstoles recibirán el don 
escatológico del Espíritu Santo y desde allí 
comenzarán a ser testigos de Jesús hasta los 
confi nes de la tierra. Jerusalén es y permane- 
cerá para siempre la madre de todas las igle-
sias. La misión de la comunidad cristiana, en 
efecto, echa sus raíces en aquella misma ciu-
dad santa, sede del Templo y centro de toda la 
tierra santa, porque como anunció Isaías: “de 
Sión saldrá la Ley, de Jerusalén la Palabra del 
Señor” (Is 2, 3). 

En Jerusalén los apóstoles serán “bautiza-
dos en el Espíritu Santo”, es decir, serán in-
mersos en la potencia divina y vivifi cante del 

Espíritu que los llenará plenamente (Hch 2).
La experiencia del Espíritu servirá para dar 

inicio al tiempo de la iglesia, a la misión de la 
comunidad cristiana (Hch 1,8). 

Después de este diálogo con Jesús Lucas 
relata la ascensión del Señor (vv. 9-11). 

El lenguaje simbólico de la ascensión no 
tenemos que interpretarlo en base a esque-
mas espaciales, que representan solamente lo 
físico exterior. Es necesario leer la ascensión 
desde la óptica de la pascua y captar en este 
misterio el mensaje fundamental: Jesús ha 
sido introducido eternamente en el ámbito de 
la trascendencia y en el mundo de lo divino. 
Lucas ha intentado hacer visible la afi rmación 
de fe en relación con la plenitud divina del Re-
sucitado y su señorío absoluto en el mundo. 
Sin embargo, en el texto el acento está puesto 
sobre todo en la “despedida”. Se trata de una 
“separación”. El Señor Jesús ya no está pre-
sente en medio de nosotros en forma física; 
su cuerpo glorifi cado está presente ahora en 
la historia con la fuerza vivifi cante de Dios. La 
“nube” que oculta a Jesús de la vista de los 
discípulos es precisamente el signo de esta 
nueva forma de presencia. Un signo que al 
mismo tiempo “esconde” y “revela” la trascen-
dencia de Dios. Los apóstoles aparecen “mi-
rando atentamente” a Jesús hasta el último 
momento (v. 10). 

Este “mirar” no debe ser entendido en senti-
do material. Con esta indicación Lucas quiere 
subrayar que ellos son testigos de toda la 
historia de Jesús, incluido el momento de la 
plenitud del misterio pascual, cuando Jesús 
es glorifi cado e introducido en el mundo de 
Dios. Elresucitado continuará estando pre-
sente en los apóstoles mediante el Espíritu. 

El texto de los Hechos, en síntesis, invita a 
superar una fe pasiva y demasiado ligada a lo 
espectacular: “Por qué se han quedado miran-
do al cielo?” (Hch 1,10). Estas palabras son 
un llamado indirecto a no perder el tiempo 
cuando hay que ser testigos de Jesús y a no 
esperar del cielo soluciones milagrosas o reve-
laciones especiales. 

 Los evangelistas terminan sus respectivos 
evangelios asegurando a los apóstoles que 
Jesús los comisiona a continuar su obra y a 
repetir sus señales. Ahora toca a ellos cuidar 
los intereses de Dios y refl ejar su fi delidad 
al Emmanuel, siendo activos en el mundo y 
seguros de su presencia (Mateo y Marcos). 
En cambio, Lucas describe lo indescriptible 

en forma de compromiso. Los 
seguidores de Jesús no tienen 
tiempo de ver cómo quedó el 
cielo después de la ascensión 
de Jesús, sino de volver a la 
ciudad humana, ser alegres, 
alabar a Dios y anunciar a 
todos los hombres que, gracias 
a Cristo, Dios concede la con-
versión y el perdón de los peca-
dos para recibir la salvación 
(evangelio).

Así pues la ascensión de 
Jesús a la gloria recuerda dos cosas fun-
damentales a la comunidad cristiana: que 
la plenitud de vida se consigue solamente 
después de la existencia terrena; y que la 
promesa de esa vida nueva por alcanzar no es 
ilusión, ni sueño ni utopía, sino una realidad 
que ha iniciado ya en la persona de cada uno 
de los cristianos. La ascensión hace volver al 
cristiano al lugar en donde se encuentran los 
hombres; lo invita a trabajar entre ellos y lo 
convence de ser pre- sencia activa de Cristo 
mientras no llegue su propio retorno al Padre.

La Ascensión inicia ahora como preparación 
del mañana. En su momento, Cristo se encar-
gará de darnos la perfección e incluirnos en 
su vida eterna como nos ha prometido. 

Nota del editor: el Padre Gilberto Moya Hur-
tado. Operario del Reino de Cristo es Párroco 
del Sagrado Corazón en.

Por Padre 
Gilberto Moya 
Hurtado

La ascensión al cielo de Cristo se representa en un 
vitral a la Iglesia de Santa Teresa de Lisieux en Mon-
tauk, Nueva York. (Foto de CNS/Gregory A. Shemitz, 
Long Island Catholic) 
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Nolan Catholic High School in Fort Worth, 
Tex., seeks president

Nolan Catholic High School, a fl ourishing and highly regarded coeducational Diocesan 
high school in Fort Worth, Texas, is seeking a visionary and energetic President to carry on 
and enhance its traditions of evangelization, faith formation, and rigorous college preparato-
ry education.  The position is available in July 2014.  Candidates must be practicing Cath-
olics in good standing with the Church.  The successful applicant will possess exceptional 
leadership and communication skills and will be a collaborator and motivator among the 
school’s stakeholders.  Key responsibilities include overall vision and leadership (working col-
laboratively with an experienced principal and staff), institutional advancement (serving as 
the school’s chief spokesperson and fundraiser, supported by an excellent and well-staffed 
institutional advancement offi ce), fi nancial management (developing long-range fi nancial 
plans in conjunction with a committed school board and a talented fi nance director and sup-
port staff), and liaison with the school’s many publics (including the Diocese of Fort Worth, 
area parishes, feeder elementary schools, the Consultative School Board, and local business 
and civic organizations).  Salary is highly competitive and commensurate with experience.

Interested and qualifi ed candidates are asked to submit electronically a letter of introduc-
tion, resume, and the names, addresses, telephone numbers, and e-mail addresses of fi ve 
professional references.  A statement addressing the candidate’s vision for Catholic second-
ary education as an instrument of evangelization is also requested and should be sent to:  
Nolan Catholic High School President Search, Catholic School Management, Inc., Attn:  Jen-
nifer C. Kensel, at offi ce@catholicschoolmgmt.com.  Review of applications will commence 
immediately and continue until the position is fi lled.  Interviews are scheduled for mid-June.

Job Box
Fifth Grade Teacher 
All Saints Catholic School seeks applicants 

for the position of Grade 5 teacher for 2014-2015. 
Applicants must hold Oklahoma certifi cation in 
Elementary Education.  Send resumes to Dana 
Wade, All Saints Catholic School, 4001 36th Ave-
nue, N.W., Norman, Oklahoma 73072.

Pre-Kindergarten teacher 
All Saints Catholic School seeks applications 

for a full-time Pre-Kindergarten teacher for the 
2014-2015 school year. Applicants must hold 
Oklahoma certifi cation in Early Childhood Edu-
cation. Send resumes to Dana Wade, All Saints 
Catholic School, 4001 36th Avenue, NW, Norman, 
Oklahoma 73072.

Elementary School Openings 
Holy Trinity Catholic School, Okarche is ac-

cepting applications for the 14-15 school year for 
a 4th/5th grade teacher and for a Middle School 
Certifi ed Language Arts/Social Studies teacher. 
Interested applicants should send a cover letter, 
copy of teacher certifi cation and resume to Tam-
my Jacobs at tjacobs@holytrinityok.org  or fax to 
(405) 263-9753.

Elementary School openings 
St. Mary Catholic School (Guthrie) is accept-

ing applications for the 14-15 school year for a 
5th grade teacher and part time Spanish teacher.  
Interested applicants should send a cover letter, 
copy of teacher certifi cation and resume to Jacque 
Cook at principal@stmarysguthrie.com  or fax to 
(405) 282-2924.

High School Guidance Counselor 
Mount St. Mary Catholic High School is seek-

ing a full time Guidance Counselor for the 2014-
15 school year.  Must be certifi ed by the Okla-
homa State Department of Education.  College 
guidance counseling experience required.  Email 
letter of application, with copy of certifi cation and 
resume to Talita DeNegri at (405) 631-8865  or 
email to tdenegri@mountstmary.org .

High School Teaching Positions 
Mount St. Mary Catholic High School is ac-

cepting applications for the 2014-15 school year 
for the following areas:  Spanish (Pre-AP and AP 
experience preferred), Science, Math, Girls Bas-
ketball Coach.  Must be Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Education certifi ed.  Please email letter 
of application, resume and certifi cation to Talita 
DeNegri at tdenegri@mountstmary.org  or fax to 
(405) 631-9209.

Middle School Teaching Position 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School 
(Edmond) is accepting applications for the 14-
15 school year for a Middle School Language 
Arts teacher; secondary certifi cation is preferred.  
Interested applicants should send a cover letter, 
copy of teacher certifi cation and resume to Angie 
Howard at ahoward@stjohn-catholic.org  or fax to 
(405) 340-9627.

Director of Communications 
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City seeks a 

faithful Catholic to serve as Director of Commu-
nications to represent the archbishop and the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City to the media by 
preparing and distributing statements and other 
resources for the media, arranging interviews with 
the archbishop and other archdiocesan spokes-
people, organizing press conferences, responding 
to media inquiries and credentialing press for 
major archdiocesan events. The director will also 
serve as a communications consultant for the 
archbishop and other archdiocesan spokespeople, 
providing media guidance, talking points and rel-
evant training as needed. The position also entails 
oversight of the production and distribution of 
the biweekly Sooner Catholic and the manage-
ment of the archdiocesan website and social 
media accounts. For more information or to 
apply, contact Father William Novak, V.G., 
at WNovak@archokc.org  or (405) 721-5651 
ext. 139. 

Lay Pastoral Minister 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church, 

a growing rural parish in beautiful Pauls 
Valley, is accepting applications for a Lay 
Pastoral Minister to assist with adult and 
young adult faith formation and religious 
education. The candidate must be bilingual 
in Spanish/English and deeply rooted in the 
Catholic tradition. The position is part-time, 
but can be combined with similar duties at a 
sister parish to become full-time. Interested 
candidates should contact Fr. Jim Chamber-
lain, Email: frjim@suddenlinkmail.com.

Director of Liturgical Music 
Holy Name Parish is seeking a committed 

disciple of Jesus Christ, living in full com-
munion with the Church, to serve as the 
Director of Liturgical Music. The Liturgical 
Music Director uses musical performance, 
educational skills, and interpersonal training 
to produce appropriate liturgical musical 
settings so that the worship of God may be 
done with beauty and full engagement of 
the people. The role description, explaining 
this full-time position of 40 hours a week 

and the necessary qualifi cations, is available at 
the parish offi ce during regular business hours. 
Interested applicants should consult the parish 
website (www.holynamechickasha.org) or contact 
the parish offi ce at (405) 224-6068 from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Submit resume, 
application, and references by June 30, 2014. 
Qualifi ed applicants will be contacted for follow-up 
interviews.

Director of Religious Education 
Epiphany of the Lord Parish, Oklahoma City, 

is accepting applications for the full-time position 
of Director of Religious Education.  The director 
will coordinate all education programs for children 
and adults.  The director will be responsible for 
catechist recruitment, formation, and certifi cation, 
and must also collaborate with the parish lead-
ers of youth ministry, music, and the Journey of 
Faith. Applicants should have a degree in theolo-
gy, religious education, or related area and a mini-
mum of 5 years experience working in catechetical 
ministry (Master’s degree preferred).  Interested 
candidates should contact Patricia Koenig in the 
Archdiocesan Offi ce of Religious Education to ini-
tiate the application process PKoenig@ArchOKC.
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MAY
18 New organ blessing at The Na-
tional Shrine of the Infant Jesus of 
Prague and St. Wenceslaus Parish 
and have a recital concert as part 
of the afternoon festivities at 2:30 
p.m., with the recital following. 
The recital will feature Mr. James 
Richardson, M.M., the Shrine and 
parish’s new organist. 

18 Mystagogy Mass at Saint Fran-
cis De Sales Chapel at Catholic 
Pastoral Center at 4 p.m.

22 Inquiry classes begin at 
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 
Church at 600 Garth Brooks 
Blvd. in Yukon. This will be a six 
week session of Inquiry classes 
on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Inquiry 
classes are a time to “come and 
see” what the Catholic Church 
is about. For more information 
contact the Church offi ce at (405) 
354-2743.

24 St. Charles Borromeo Cath-
olic Church will be having a 
Singles dance for Catholic Singles 
and Friends on May 24. Gather-
ing time is 7 -  8 p.m. with music 
starting at 8 - 11 p.m.  Call Al 
for more information:  (405) 631-
0763. Bring a fi nger food for our 
sharing table.

26 Memorial Day Mass at Resur-
rection Cemetery with archBISH-
OP Coakley at 8 a.m.

26 Memorial Day Mass and 
Picnic at 11 a.m. at Saint Patrick 
Cemetery on 234th Street between 
Council and County Line Road in 
north Edmond. Bring your lawn 
chairs and a covered dish for the 
potluck dinner. In the case of 
inclement weather, the Mass will 
be held at Saint Monica Church in 
Edmond. Contact Kathy Haskett 
Miller at (405) 946-4588 for more 

information.

29-30 A special one-hour Broad-
cast of The Catholic Advocacy 
Day held at the Oklahoma State 
Capitol in March will be aired on 
Thursday and Friday, May 29 and 
30 at 4 p.m.  Archbishop Coakley 
and Bishop Slattery speak, as to 
why as faithful Catholics, we need 
to be involved in the Legislative 
Process. The broadcast can be 
heard on KKNG 97.3 FM and on 
all other OCBN stations.

30 5th Friday Fish Fry hosted by 
the St. Joseph’s Knights of Colum-
bus in Norman. Doors open 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m.  421 E. Acres in the 
St. Joseph Parish Center gym.

31 Training for Substance Addic-
tion Ministry. St. Monica Parish 
in Edmond has begun a Substance 
Addiction Ministry team and will 
host training for those who would 

like to be a part of the team. To 
volunteer at Saint Monica or to 
learn more about how to begin a 
team in another parish, contact 
Cheryl Gumerson at (405) 220-
0873.

JUNE
1 Solemnity of the Ascension of 
the Lord Holy Day of Obligation.

1 Byzantine Divine Liturgy will 
be celebrated by Fr. Phil Seeton 
at St. Mark’s parish in Norman at 
5:30 p.m.

7 Birth Choice of Oklahoma 
needs volunteers. The next vol-
unteer training session will be held 
on Saturday, June 7 from 9 a.m. 
to Noon at the  Birth Choice Offi ce, 
4701 S. Western Avenue, OKC. 
Call Barbara (405) 606-8428 to 
register.

Briefs
Deadline for pilgrimage May 20
Father James Goins, pastor of 

Saint Thomas More in Norman, 
Okla., will lead a pilgrimage to Sicily 
and Rome from Oct. 20, 2014, to 
Nov. 1, 2014. The pilgrimage will 
include stops at Palermo, Cefalu, 
Monreale, Agrigento, Giardini 
Naxos, Taormina, Mount Etna, 
Siracusa, Catania and Rome. The 
cost is $5,249 per person, double 
occupancy, and includes roundtrip 
airfare from Oklahoma City on Delta 
and Alitalia Airlines, current air fuel 
surcharges and taxes, four-star ho-
tels with private baths, spa facilities, 
daily breakfast and dinners, daily 
Mass, licensed tour guide, deluxe 
AC motorcoach and all entrance 

fees as per itinerary. Deposit is $300 
each by May 20. Final payment is 
due Aug. 20, 2014. For brochures 
and additional information, con-
tact Melani Roewe at (405) 293-
2003 or 1 (888) 980-9837 or email 
MRoewe@unitours.com.

Holy Family Parish to host edi-
tor of Catholic World News 

Philip F. Lawler, the former editor 
of the magazine Catholic World 
Report and current editor of Cath-
olic World News, will speak from 9 
a.m. to noon May 24, 2014, about 
his forthcoming book The Coun-
terculture Catholic, at Holy Fam-
ily Church (1010 NW 82nd St.) in 
Lawton.

Lawler’s essays, book reviews and 
editorial columns have appeared in 
more than 100 newspapers around 
the United States and abroad, in-
cluding the Wall Street Journal, Los 
Angeles Time, Washington Post and 
Boston Globe. He has recently pub-
lished a book A Call to Serve (Cross-
roads) about the life and thought 
of Pope Francis. Lawler is a noted 
speaker on the Church and culture.

The event May 24 is open to the 
public. For more information, call 
(580) 536-6351. 

Saint Francis Parish to host 
garage sale

From May 29, 2014, to May 31, 
2014, Saint Francis of Assisi Parish 

in Oklahoma City (1901 NW 18th 
St.) will host a garage sale to sup-
port the many good works of the 
Saint Francis Altar Society. From 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday, May 29, 
the garage sale is open to parish-
ioners only. The sale is open to the 
public from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, 
May 30, and from 8 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, May 31. 

Donations of new and gently used 
items – including working applianc-
es, electronics, furniture, household 
items, art, toy, religious items and 
clothing for children and babies (no 
adult clothing) – are needed. 

To make a donation or for more 
information, contact Lynn Swihart 
at (405) 623-2507. 
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May is Mary’s Month   
May is the month of Mary, a time to honor 

Our Lady. In the Eastern rites, she is called 
Theotokos, the Mother of God.  Others know 
her as the Blessed Virgin Mary, and many sim-
ply call her Blessed Mother. One May-crowning 
hymn names her as the “Queen of the May.”

May devotions honoring Our Lady are 
thought to have originated in Italy around the 
1700s.  From there, May celebrations spread 
to France, and, by the 1800s, May devotions 
honoring Mary were celebrated virtually every-
where.

When the Church dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception was proclaimed in 1854, it further 
increased the honor paid to Our Lady.

There is Biblical basis for devotion to Mary 
as an integral fi gure in the early Church.  The 
Acts of the Apostles relates how the apostles 
came together after the Ascension of Christ, 
and with them was “Mary the mother of Jesus.”

Why May?  Aside from religious devotions, 
May in many cultures is a celebration of 
spring, a rebirth of nature’s green and fl ow-
ering beauty after winter’s long chill.  In 
towns and villages, the Queen of the May was 
crowned as a part of a spring fair or other type 
of festivity.  Our Lady is sometimes called a 
second Eve, she through whom we are reborn 
in Christ her Son, just as the earth is reborn 
in spring.  Gerard Manley Hopkins in his poem 
“The May Magnifi cat” says that, since spring 
proclaims “nature’s motherhood,” it is a fi tting 
time to honor her as the mother of Our Savior 
and the mother of us all.

Older Catholics today will remember the 
special Marian celebrations that once marked 
the month of May.  Many homes were graced 
with May altars, statues of Mary set with fresh 

fl owers.  Many parishes held May crownings 
with prayers, hymns and a procession that 
ended with a fl oral crowning of Mary’s statue in 
the church.

While many of these practices are less com-
mon today, devotion to Mary during May is 
still to be found.  There are books and online 
sources offering daily devotionals for the en-
tire month of May. CatholicCuisine.blogspot.
com even offers special recipes for the month 
of May, noting that the herb rosemary can 
be used in remembrance of Mary, as well as 
thyme, which signifi es her humility.

Worldwide, there are many calendar days 
honoring Our Lady during the month of May.  
May 24 is the Solemnity of Our Lady, Help of 
Christians, Patroness of Australia.  May 13 
honors Our Lady of Fatima.  Every Saturday, 
year-round, is dedicated to Mary.  The month 
ends with May 31, the beautiful  Feast of the 
Visitation.

Mary, already carrying the Christ Child, goes 
to visit her cousin Elizabeth, once thought to 
be barren but now carrying John the Baptist.  
Mary arose from the perfect prayer of the An-
nunciation to perform the perfect charity of the 
Visitation.  Thus, she is a model for all Chris-
tian life.  

The Angel at the Annunciation greets Mary 
with “Hail favored one!  The Lord is with you,” 
and Elizabeth cries out to Mary “Most blessed 
are you, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.”  
These two scriptural verses form the fi rst part 
of the beloved prayer, the Hail Mary, and so 
the Feast of the Visitation crowns the month of 
May, the month of Mary, Our Lady, our mother 
and our queen.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic and an adjunct professor of English at 
several area colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Stained-glass from St. Mary Church, Guthrie.

Archbishops Coakley, Beltran to celebrate annual Memorial Day Masses

Across America, Memorial Day is 
often thought of as merely the end of 
the school year or the beginning of 
lake season. The powerful nature of 
the day is commonly overshadowed 
by barbeques and the excitement of 
a three-day weekend.  On Monday, 
May 26, we must use Memorial Day 
to honor the memories of those who 
lost their lives in service to our coun-
try. It provides an outlet to bring 
respect and honor to all loved ones, 
offering prayer for those who have 
gone before us.

This Memorial Day people from 
around the Archdiocese will come 
together at Resurrection Memorial 
Cemetery to celebrate Mass in honor 
of the deceased. Archbishop Paul 
Coakley will celebrate Mass at 8 a.m. 
in the Resurrection Chapel, and 
Archbishop Emeritus Beltran will 
celebrate Mass at 11 a.m.

Christina Ford, General Manager 
at Resurrection Memorial Cemetery, 
says both Masses have such great 
attendance that the chapel overfl ows 
into two tents set up with speakers. 
She says there is great importance in 
observing a Memorial Day Mass.

“This coming Memorial Day … let 
us all remember and honor our loved 
ones who have died and especially 
those who have died while serving in 
our country’s military,” Ford encour-
aged. “It is with great respect and 
honor that we pay tribute with a ‘Me-

morial Day salute to our heroes who 
have served God and country.’ All 
Catholic cemeteries around our great 
nation will be celebrating Memorial 
Day Masses in this manner.”

The cemetery places fl ags on all 
veterans’ graves, and families of the 
deceased buried at Resurrection are 
invited to ask the offi ce for free fl ags 
to place on the graves of their loved 
ones.

Archbishop Coakley said the day is 
also a day to refl ect on the meaning 
of both freedom and the resurrection 
of the dead.

“On Memorial Day, we remember 
the lives of those who have fallen in 
defense of the freedom we enjoy in 
the United States,” he said. “It is a 
day to refl ect not only on their hero-
ism and patriotism, but also on why 
it is important to safeguard liberty in 
the fi rst place. As Catholics, we up-
hold freedom for the sake of choos-
ing Christ, who is the Resurrection 
and the Life.”

“Memorial Day has also become 
a day for Americans to pay their 
respects to their loved ones by visit-
ing and decorating their graves,” he 
added. “We honor life by respecting 
the dead. As Tertullian once said, 
‘The confi dence of Christians is the 
resurrection of the dead; believing 
this we live.’”

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a freelance 
writer with a background in develop-
ment, sales, fashion and new media. 
She holds a degree in journalism from 
the University of Kansas.

By Rebekah Scaperlanda
For the Sooner Catholic


