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St. Gregory’s 
University 
Graduation

At a Catholic mission camp 
in Minneapolis in the summer 
of 2009, Kelly Edwards – then a 
student at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity – joined his fellow campers 
in Eucharistic adoration.

Surveying the prayerful scene 
from the back of the room, Ed-
wards suddenly felt a “very strong 
sense of spiritual responsibility for 
the people of God.”

“I knew in my heart, kind of 
immediately, that 
it was priestly 
responsibility,” he 
recalls.

It was not his 
fi rst intimation that 
he was called to be 
a priest.

Earlier that year, 
while on pilgrim-
age in Ireland, he’d 
experienced a pro-
found kinship with 
the priests he en-
countered at Saint 
Kevin’s Monastery.

“I felt this very strong connection 
– not to those particular priests 
necessarily, but to the brotherhood 
of priests, in general, which was a 
very surprising thing,” Edwards re-
members. “I thought, ‘I can’t ignore 
that at all.’”

The Lord also had hinted for 
years at his vocation through the 
offhand suggestions of both close 
acquaintances and perfect strang-
ers.

Born and bred in Oklahoma 
City, Edwards attended local 

Catholic schools from 
kindergarten through 
12th grade, and has 
been a parishioner at 
Saint Monica Catho-
lic Church in Edmond 
from its inception.

When he was in high 
school and an erstwhile 
participant in the parish 

youth group, the then-director of 
religious education at Saint Mon-

ica routinely asked 
him to consider the 
priesthood.

“At the time, I al-
most didn’t consider 
it,” he said. “I didn’t 
want to think about 
the idea.” 

“Eventually, though, it hap-
pened enough that little old la-
dies in places I had never been 
would come up to me and ask me 

whether I was going to be a priest; 
I had to pay attention.”

That moment during adoration 
at Catholic HEART Work Camp 

was not isolated, 
but still proved 
decisive because, 
afterward, he 
publicly committed 
himself to apply to 
seminary.

“I told my group 
what happened 
and said, ‘I have 
to go to seminary 
and I’m telling you 
guys so I can’t 
pretend to forget,’” 
he said.

That fall, he 
returned to OSU 
to fi nish his de-
gree in mechanical 
engineering and 

to resume his energetic involve-
ment with Bible studies, rosaries, 
Masses, meals and tailgating at 

“I love the Catholic Church and 
want to serve in it”

Seminarian to be ordained to transitional diaconate in June

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin,

continued on Page 8

TULSA – Pope Francis has named Father David Konderla, 55, as Bishop 
of Tulsa, and accepted the resignation of Bishop Edward Slattery, 75, 
from the pastoral governance of the diocese. Father Konderla is a priest of 
the Diocese of Austin, Texas.  

The appointment was publicized in Washington, May 13, by Archbishop 
Carlo Maria Viganò, apostolic nuncio to the United States. 

Pope names next Bishop of 
Tulsa, accepts resignation of 

Bishop Slattery
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Archbishop Coakley’s Schedule
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

It’s about more than restrooms

     

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City
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May 29 – Confi rmation, 11 a.m., Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, Oklahoma City
May 30 – Memorial Day Mass, 8 a.m., Resurrection Cemetery, Oklahoma City
May 31-June 3 – Annual Convocation of Priests, Quartz Mountain Resort, Lone Wolf
June 4 – Transitional Diaconate Ordination, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
June 5 – Confi rmation, 10:30 a.m., Saint Eugene, Weatherford
June 6 – Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Golf Tournament, Gaillardia Country Club
June 7 – Department directors meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
June 7 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 7 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
June 8 – Catholic Relief Services U.S. Operations Committee teleconference, 1 p.m.
June 9 - Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 12-17 – Catholic Relief Services Board meeting; U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Special Assembly, 
              Huntington Beach, Calif.

Earlier this year I came across an “all gender” 
restroom in the airport of a large American city. I 
had never seen such a thing. I snapped a picture. It 
struck me as strange, certainly not something I would 
expect to fi nd in Oklahoma, for example. That may be 
about to change.

The media have been highlighting recent legal 
attempts in some states to keep boys out of girl’s 
restrooms and vice versa. This latest restroom contro-
versy is a manifestation of the new battleground over 
“gender.” This battle, however, is about more than 
who can use which restroom. According to rules just 
issued by the Obama administration, public schools 
ought no longer to differentiate between boys and 
girls based on their biological sex, but now ought to 
acknowledge and accept their personal “gender iden-
tity.” 

This is to be the basis for allowing them to choose 
which restroom to use. So-called gender identity, 
according to the gender theorists, is a matter of per-
sonal expression rather than biology. Consequently, 
if a boy self-identifi es as a girl, 
then he ought to be allowed to use 
the girl’s restroom or locker room 
in any school that accepts gov-
ernment funding. It doesn’t take 
long to imagine the bizarre conse-
quences that this way of thinking 
and establishing public policy and 
law will have in the future. 

Efforts to resist the imposition 
of this gender ideology are already 
meeting stiff resistance from the 
federal government and powerful 
economic forces that are deter-
mined to advance their radical 
reinterpretation of human person-
hood and relationships. In recent 
years, many Americans were 
astounded by how rapidly public 
opinion, cultural standards and 
laws changed with regard to the 
acceptance of so-called homosexual marriage. 

Today, anyone who questions the appropriateness 
of equating same-sex unions with traditional mar-
riage is labeled a bigot, a homophobe and a “hater.” 
Stiff economic penalties and laws are being enacted 
that threaten individuals, businesses and other 
associations that dissent from this new radical ortho-
doxy that is being advanced by a powerful network of 
special interests. 

What proponents called “marriage equality” was 
just the beginning. Gender ideology is the next 
tsunami that threatens to sweep away centuries of 
accepted human wisdom about the complementarity 
and real differences between men and women. 

These differences are 
not merely about self-
expression and personal 
choice. Science, philos-
ophy, theology and the 
accumulated wisdom 
of every culture have 
recognized that these 
differences are rooted 
in something real and 
objective. They are rooted 
in biology and more fundamentally, they are rooted in 
the design of the Creator.

Pope Francis’ recent apostolic exhortation, “The Joy 
of Love,” acknowledges the threat that this new radi-
cal gender ideology poses. It was the subject of much 
discussion in the recent Synod of bishops on the 
family. Pope Francis writes, “Yet another challenge is 
posed by the various forms of an ideology of gender 
that ‘denies the difference and reciprocity in nature of 
a man and a woman and envisages a society without 

sexual differences, thereby elim-
inating the anthropological basis 
of the family. This ideology leads 
to educational programs and leg-
islative enactments that promote 
a personal identity and emotional 
intimacy radically separated from 
the biological difference between 
male and female. Consequently, 
human identity becomes the 
choice of the individual, one that 
can also change over time.’”

As with every ideology this one 
asserts itself as beyond dispute 
and absolute. It envisions a brave 
new world in which the creature 
asserts himself as the creator of 
his own reality. This is demonic. 
Pope Francis continues, “It is 
one thing to be understanding of 
human weakness and the com-

plexities of life, and another to accept ideologies that 
attempt to sunder what are inseparable aspects of 
reality. Let us not fall into the sin of trying to replace 
the Creator. We are creatures, and not omnipotent. 
Creation is prior to us and must be received as a gift. 
At the same time, we are called to protect our hu-
manity, and this means, in the fi rst place accepting 
it and respecting it as it was created” (Amoris Laetitia 
56).

I am not an alarmist, but it seems clear to me that 
battle lines are being drawn very clear. And, these 
lines are about more than government overreach. 
This is a spiritual battle between Light and darkness. 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle!

Lord Jesus, teach me, 
that I may teach them; sanctify 
and enable all my powers, that 

in their full strength I may deliver 
your message reverently, 

readily, faithfully and 
fruitfully. Amen.
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WASHINGTON – “Religion is the 
opiate of the masses,” German 
philosopher Karl Marx is famously 
credited with writing in the 19th 
century. If it ever was true, it’s 
not anymore. In the United States 
today, opiates themselves are the 
opiates of the masses. 

It used to be that heroin was 
the opiate for society to reckon 
with. Now, however, prescription 
opiates are making the problem 
worse. The demand for prescrip-
tion opiates such as OxyContin 
and Vicodin have led to the kind 
of drugstore robberies and break-
ins that had been common more 
than a generation ago. Forged 
prescription slips, criminal rings 
to sell these drugs on the street, 
and skyrocketing overdose and 
death rates have prompted federal 
action. 

On March 29 in Atlanta, home 
to the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, President 
Obama unveiled a strategy to com-
bat the use and abuse of opiates, 
including the prescription version, 
often referred to as opioids. 

Some elements of the multi-
pronged effort include expanding 
access to treatment; setting up 
a task force on establishing par-
ity between mental health and 
substance use disorders, then 
implementing that parity within 
the Medicaid system; preventing 
opioid overdose deaths; expand-
ing partnerships between public 
health and public safety agen-
cies to stem the spread of heroin; 
investing in community policing 
to combat heroin’s spread; and 
tackling substance use disorders 
in rural America.  

“We have kids who are 12 or 
14. They use heroin,” said Lydia 
Porter of Catholic Charities of Har-
risburg, Penn., who helps oversee 
Evergreen House in the capital 
city, where up to 23 women can 
receive treatment and counsel-
ing at a time. More disturbing, 

Governments, agencies scramble to curb explosion 
in U.S. opiate use

PRESCRIPTIONS:
PATIENT NAME:

DOCTOR SIGNATURE:

DATE/TIME:

Sources: Testimony by Dr. Nora D. Volkow to Senate Caucus on International Narcotics Control, May 14, 2014; 
American Society of Addiction Medicine, “Opioid Addiction 2016 Facts & Figures.”
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U.S. drug epidemic

©2016 CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

By Mark Pattison,
Catholic News Service

though, is that Evergreen House is 
now seeing “heroin addicts that are 
coming in at 30, coming in for the 
fi rst time, coming in using opiate 
pills that they got from a doctor.” 

The body builds up a tolerance 
to the prescription drug, and 
the women seek stronger stuff 
to kill the pain, feel the high – or 
both. 

The American Society of Ad-
diction Medicine subdivides age 
groups for all kinds of substance 
abuse, but has a catch-all category 
for ages 26 and up. This new, older 
addict is a growing 
phenomenon, ac-
cording to Porter. 

“At 30, you have 
much more to lose 
because you have 
not been a drug 
addict. You have a 
house, kids, a fam-
ily, a car, degrees, 
the things that 
make up a good life 
according to so-
ciety’s standards. 
You can lose all 
these things before 
you get desperate,” 
she told Catho-
lic News Service. 
By comparison, 
women in their 
20s with a longer 
history of addic-
tion are “much 
more willing to never live that way 
again,” Porter added. 

The spread of opiate use in the 
United States is sobering.

ASAM’s “Opioid Addiction 2016 
Facts & Figures” reported that four 
in fi ve new heroin users started 
out misusing prescription painkill-
ers.

“As a consequence, the rate of 
heroin overdose deaths nearly 
quadrupled from 2000 to 2013,” it 
said. But, that number is eclipsed 
by prescription opioid deaths: 
18,893 related to prescription 

pain relievers in 2014 compared to 
10,574 overdose deaths from her-
oin. When it comes to dependency, 
the ratio is even more skewed: 
“1.9 million had a substance use 
disorder involving prescription 
pain relievers and 586,000 had a 
substance use disorder involving 
heroin,” the report said. 

In testimony delivered in 2014 
by Dr. Nora D. Volkow to Senate 
Caucus on International Narcotics 
Control, “there was a fi vefold in-
crease in treatment admissions for 
prescription pain relievers between 

2001 and 2011,” 
she said. In 2012, 
more than 5 per-
cent of the U.S. 
population aged 
12 years or older 
had used opioid 
pain relievers non
-medically, and 
more than one in 
seven pregnant 
women are pre-
scribed an opioid 
during their preg-
nancy.

Dr. Jeffrey 
Berger, medical 
director of Guest 
House, a well-
known recovery 
facility for priests 
located in the 
Detroit suburb 
of Lake Orion, 

Mich., said that while the major-
ity of priests in treatment struggle 
with alcoholism, some have come 
in with opioid addictions. Berger, 
prior to working for Guest House, 
had 30 years of experience with 
opiate abuse at Brighton Hospital 
about an hour outside Detroit. 
Guest House focuses on absti-
nence-based treatment, which 
Berger wholly supports.  

Berger said he was buoyed by 
Pope Francis’ remarks in 2014 
to the International Drug En-
forcement Conference, meeting in 

Rome. “The problem of drug use is 
not solved with drugs,” the pope 
said. “To think that harm can be 
reduced by permitting drug addicts 
to use narcotics in no way resolves 
the problem. ... Substitute drugs 
are not an adequate therapy but 
rather a veiled means of surrender-
ing to the phenomenon.”

The current wave of abuse began 
in the 1980s, “when there was 
a big push to treat pain,” Berger 
said. The medical community, he 
added, seemed then to move away 
from what had been its “prevail-
ing medical philosophy” to “use as 
little of an opiate drug as you can, 
and for as short a time period as 
possible. The danger of addiction 
with these drugs was high.”

Berger lauded one component of 
the federal effort. “One of the direc-
tions they’ve gone, which I heart-
ily approve of, is they’ve made it 
harder to prescribe Vicodin,” which 
he pegs at six times the strength 
of codeine, which had been typi-
cally prescribed in the past. Now, 
patients must visit their doctor to 
get a fresh prescription rather than 
allowing the physician to call in a 
refi ll to a pharmacy. The state of 
New York is going one better by 
eliminating paper prescription tab-
lets and moving to an automated 
system, in part to root out drug 
abuse. 

Nobody is saying the scourge 
of opiate addiction will be wiped 
clean anytime soon. But Catholic 
Charities’ Porter told of one wom-
an’s journey. “She had a rough life. 
When she was an orphan, she was 
abused sexually -- multiple rapes, 
lost babies, physical abuse. God 
knows what her biological parents 
are, maybe they were drug addicts. 
She took to the streets early. She 
was set up for a long history of 
drug addiction. 

“She went into treatment very 
young, and that’s it. Right now 
she’s had more than 30 years drug 
and alcohol free,” Porter said.

Bishop Edward Slattery, bishop 
of the Diocese of Tulsa, celebrated 
Mass earlier this month to honor 
his 50th anniversary. Joining him 
at Holy Family Cathedral in Tulsa 
was Archbishop Coakley, Arch-

bishop Emeritus Beltran and Abbot 
Philip Anderson of Clear Creek 
Abbey. Photos: Dave Crenshaw, 

Eastern Oklahoma Catholic. 
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Embryos and the “14-Day rule”
Arguments in favor of research 

on human embryos typically play 
off our unfamiliarity with the way 
that we ourselves once appeared 
and existed as embryos. Humans 
in their tiniest stages are indeed 
unfamiliar to us, and they hardly 
look anything like “one of us.” 

Yet, the undeniable conclusion, 
that every one of us was once an 
embryo, remains an indisputable 
scientific dogma, causing a “finger-
nails on the chalkboard” phenome-
non for researchers every time they 
choose to experiment on embryos 
or destroy them for research.

To enable scientists to get 
beyond the knowledge that 
they’re experimenting on or 
destroying fellow humans, 
clever strategems and justifi-
cations have had to be de-
vised. Among the more suc-
cessful of these approaches 
has been the well-known 
“14-day rule.”

This rule, as noted in a re-
cent article in the journal Na-
ture, represents “a legal and 
regulatory line in the sand 
that has for decades lim-
ited in vitro human-embryo 
research to the period before 
the ‘primitive streak’ appears. 
This is a faint band of cells 
marking the beginning of an 
embryo’s head-to-tail axis. … 
The formation of the primitive 
streak is significant because it rep-
resents the earliest point at which 
an embryo’s biological individua-
tion is assured. Before this point, 
embryos can split in two or fuse to-
gether. So some people reason that 
at this stage a morally significant 
individual comes into being.”

Most people have an instinctive 
moral awareness when they reflect 
on the reality that adults come 
from embryos. A 
particular con-
clusion organ-
ically follows, 
namely, that any 
decision to inter-
rupt an embryo’s 
growth and devel-
opment involves 
a willingness to 
destroy a pro-
spective infant, 
child, teenager 
and adult.

Even the natu-
ral potential for 
the splitting and 
fusing of embryos 
does not sub-
stantively alter the fact that adults 
arise from embryonic origins when 
traced back far enough along their 
particular developmental trajec-
tories. If anything, the possibility 
that an early embryo might divide 
and make twins means that a de-
cision to destroy such an embryo 

might involve “double” the evil, 
since two future adults are being 
exploited and exterminated rather 
than just one. 

It also is worth emphasizing that 
the 14-day rule, despite protes-
tations to the contrary, has not 
actually restricted real-world 
human embryo research to any 
appreciable degree, because scien-
tists have lacked the ability, until 
quite recently, to culture human 
embryos in the lab for any length 
of time beyond about a week.

In fact, it was only in 2016 that 

several new studies figured out 
how to grow human embryos 
beyond what the 14-day rule 
might forbid. The rule, thus, was 
an agreed-upon convention of 
no practical significance for any 
researchers who may have been 
carrying out experiments on em-
bryonic humans in recent decades. 
Considering the fact that the rule 
may now actually begin to ham-

per what some of 
them are inter-
ested in doing, 
they are pushing, 
unsurprisingly, 
to “revisit” and 
“recalibrate” the 
rule. 

Historically 
speaking, the 
14-day rule 
arose largely as 
a mechanism for 
justifying what 
had previously 
been considered 
immoral, even 
unthinkable, 
research. The 

rule enabled serious human rights 
violations to proceed apace under 
the pretext of providing restrictions 
and regulatory limitations. 

By feigning that the 14-day 
rule was somehow an ethical 
tenet grounded in biological facts, 
promoters of the rule devised a 

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

clever way of offering lip service 
to the moral status of the human 
embryo. They implied that one 
could show respect for the human 
embryo through the establish-
ment of such a rule, even though 
the rule objectively demonstrated 

no more respect for vulner-
able humanity than Ger-
man researchers during the 
war would have, had they 
declared a “14-year rule,” 
namely, that only concen-
tration camp inmates below 
the age of fourteen would be 
experimented upon. 

Whether 14 days or 14 
years, such rules at root 
constitute mere contrivances 
to justify unethical science. 
As bioethicist Daniel Calla-
han observed back in 1995: 
“I have always felt a nagging 
uneasiness at trying to ratio-
nalize the killing of something 
for which I claim to have a 
‘profound respect.’ What in 
the world can that kind of 
respect mean? An odd form of 
esteem – at once high-minded 

and altogether lethal.” 
Hence, the broader strategic goal 

of conventions like the 14-day rule 
has been not to identify or set in 
place any objective moral lines, nor 
to acknowledge authentic moral 
concerns, but to circumnavigate 
those very concerns by means of 
the convention, and achieve partic-
ular pragmatic outcomes, most no-
tably: the continued expansion of 
the research, the minimization of 
“public outcry and backlash,” the 
continued availability of research 
funding, and the avoidance of le-
gally restrictive embryo-protective 
measures that might be debated by 
justly-concerned legislatures. 

The ultimate goal of a conven-
tion like the 14-day rule has been 
to establish the idea, erroneous 
at its core, that prior to a certain 
arbitrarily-determined time point, 
developing human beings can be 
deemed sufficiently different from 
us that an “us and them” chasm 
can be used to justify their violent 
exploitation.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 
earned his doctorate in neuro-
science from Yale and did post-
doctoral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Mass., and serves as the director of 
education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.

“The ultimate goal of a 
convention like the 14-
day rule has been to 
establish the idea, 

erroneous at its core, 
that prior to a certain 
arbitrarily-determined 
time point, developing 
human beings can be 
deemed sufficiently 

different from us that an 
‘us and them’ chasm can 

be used to justify their 
violent exploitation.”
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I am impressed by how much 
“life” there is in this Post Synodal 
Apostolic Exhortation. The word 
appears more than 130 times, and 
it shows up in each chapter of the 
document. Since God is love and 
the way, the truth and the life, it 
is clear why a document on love in 
the family would speak so much 
about it. God’s presence in the 
family, a domestic church, means 
that love, life and joy will be pres-
ent also. 

Here are a few quotes from 
“Amoris Laetitia” dealing with 
life. 

11. “The couple that loves and 
begets life is a true, living 
icon – not an idol like those 
of stone or gold prohibited 
by the Decalogue – capable 
of revealing God the creator 
and savior. For this reason, 
fruitful love becomes a sym-
bol of God’s inner life. … The 
ability of human couples to 
beget life is the path along 
which the history of salvation 
progresses.”

27. “Christ proposed as the 
distinctive sign of his disci-
ples the law of love and the gift of 
self for others. He did so in stat-
ing a principle that fathers and 
mothers tend to embody in their 
own lives: ‘No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends.’ Love also bears 
fruit in mercy and forgiveness. 
We see this in a particular way in 
the scene of the woman caught in 
adultery; in front of the Temple, 
the woman is surrounded by her 
accusers, but later, alone with 
Jesus, she meets not condemna-
tion, but the admonition to lead a 
more worthy life.” 

“Life” in Amoris Laetitia
Papal document is filled with it!

since each has his or her secret 
crosses to bear. 

Why shouldn’t we tell God our 
troubles and ask him to grant us 
the healing and help we need to 
remain faithful? The synod fathers 
noted that ‘the word of God is the 
source of life and spirituality for 
the family. All pastoral work on 
behalf of the family must allow 
people to be interiorly fashioned 
and formed as members of the 
domestic church through the 
Church’s prayerful reading of 
sacred scripture. The word of God 
is not only good news in a per-
son’s private life but also a crite-
rion of judgement and a light in 
discerning the various challenges 
that married couples and families 
encounter.’” 

324. “Led by the Spirit, the fam-
ily circle is not only open to life by 
generating it within itself, but also 
by going forth and spreading life 
by caring for others and seeking 
their happiness. This openness 
finds particular expression in 
hospitality, which the word of 
God eloquently encourages: ‘Do 
not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares.’ 

When a family is welcoming and 
reaches out to others, especially 
the poor and the neglected, it is ‘a 
symbol, witness and participant in 
the Church’s motherhood.’ Social 
love, as a reflection of the Trinity, 
is what truly unifies the spiritual 
meaning of the family and its 
mission to others, for it makes 
present the kerygma in all its 
communal imperatives. The family 
lives its spirituality precisely by 
being at one and the same time a 
domestic church and a vital cell 
for transforming the world.”

experience the pleasure of mutual 
belonging and the knowledge that 
neither of them is alone but has a 
‘partner’ with whom everything in 
life is shared. He or she is a com-
panion on life’s journey, one with 
whom to face life’s difficulties and 
enjoy its pleasures. This satisfac-
tion is part of the affection proper 
to conjugal love. There is no guar-
antee that we will feel the same way 
all through life. 

Yet, if a couple can come up with 
a shared and lasting life project, 
they can love one another and live 
as one until death do them part, 
enjoying an enriching intimacy. 
The love they pledge is greater than 

any emotion, feeling or state of 
mind, although it may include 
all of these. It is a deeper love, 
a lifelong decision of the heart. 
Even amid unresolved con-
flicts and confused emotional 
situations, they reaffirm daily 
their decision to love, to belong 
to one another, to share their 
lives and to continue loving 
and forgiving. Each progresses 
along the path of personal 
growth and development. On 
this journey, love rejoices at 

every step and in every new stage.”
227. “We pastors have to en-

courage families to grow in faith. 
This means encouraging frequent 
confession, spiritual direction and 
occasional retreats. It also means 
encouraging family prayer during 
the week, since ‘the family that 
prays together stays together.’ 
When visiting our people’s homes, 
we should gather all the members 
of the family and briefly pray for 
one another, placing the family in 
the Lord’s hands. It also is helpful 
to encourage each of the spouses to 
find time for prayer alone with God, 

88. “The experience of love in 
families is a perennial source of 
strength for the life of the Church. 
‘The unitive end of marriage is a 
constant summons to make this 
love grow and deepen. Through 
their union in love, the couple 
experiences the beauty of father-
hood and motherhood, and shares 
plans, trials, expectations and 
concerns; they learn care for one 
another and mutual forgiveness. 
In this love, they celebrate their 
happy moments and support each 
other in the difficult passages of 
their life together. … The beauty 
of this mutual, gratuitous gift, the 
joy which comes from a life that 

is born and the loving care of all 
family members – from toddlers to 
seniors – are just a few of the fruits 
that make the response to the 
vocation of the family unique and 
irreplaceable,’ both for the Church 
and for society as a whole.”

163. “Longer life spans now 
mean that close and exclusive 
relationships must last for four, 
five or even six decades; conse-
quently, the initial decision has to 
be frequently renewed. While one 
of the spouses may no longer ex-
perience an intense sexual desire 
for the other, he or she may still 

By Pedro A. Moreno, O.P.
Director, Office of Hispanic Ministry

Youth groups, parishioners and families joined the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City for Catholic Day at 

Chickasaw Bricktown Ballpark to watch the Oklahoma 
City Dodgers. Attendees included groups from St. 

Francis in Newkirk, St. Joseph in Tonkawa, Epiphany 
of the Lord in Oklahoma City, Catholic Young Adults, 

and Derick and Leila Bergmeyer.
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Saint Joseph in Norman recently hosted “Dialogue with Islam” 
as part of its Java at Joe’s series.

The panel included Imad Enchassi, senior imam of the Islamic 
Society of Greater Oklahoma City 
and chairman of Islamic studies 
and Muslim chaplain at Okla-
homa City University; William 
Tabbernee, executive director 
of the Oklahoma Conference of 
Churches; and Rev. Charles Kim-
ball, presidential professor and 
director of religious studies at 
the University of Oklahoma. 

Fr. Scott Boeckman was in-
spired to bring the event to his 
parishioners at St. Joseph after 
attending the 10th anniversary 
banquet of the Council on Ameri-
can-Islamic Relations in Norman.

Marilyn Seiler named 
2016 Catholic Nurse of the Year 

The 2016 Catholic Nurse of the 
Year Award was presented at the 
International Nurse’s Day Mass 
and dinner held at Saint John 
Nepomuk on May 10. The award 
honored Marilyn Seiler, parish 
nurse at Saint John the Baptist in 
Edmond. 

Since 2009, Seiler has served the 
Saint John parish community with 
health programs, publication of 
health awareness articles, weekly 
bulletin health columns, exercise 
classes for seniors, and personal 
visits to the hospitalized and 
homebound. Seiler also initiated a 
bereavement group for those in the 
parish struggling with the loss of a 
loved one.

Her pastor, Father Ray Acker-
man, in his nomination letter, 
said, “Marilyn has been a gift to so 
many of our parishioners. She has 
worked tirelessly and with a per-
sonal sensitivity to each person’s 
needs and with a great deal of 
care. She also has been a delight-
ful, caring presence to our parish 
staff and regularly attends our 
staff meetings.” 

He went on to say, “I heartily 
recommend her as a model of 
decency and loving ministry to the 

Congratulating Marilyn Seiler at the Nurse’s Day Mass and dinner were (l to r) 
Barney Semtner, executive director of the Catholic Foundation; Father Rex Arnold, 
keynote speaker and pastor of St. John Nepomuk; Marilyn Seiler; Father Ray 
Ackerman, pastor of St. John the Baptist in Edmond; Becky Van Pool, director of 
parish outreach at Catholic Charities; and Patrick Raglow, executive director of 
Catholic Charities.

people of St. John the Baptist both 
as a parish nurse and as a faithful 
Catholic.”

Three years ago, the Catholic 
Foundation expanded its awards 
program to include the Catholic 
Nurse of the Year program. The 
nursing vocation has produced 
many wonderful individuals and 
the board felt recognition for a 
nurse who serves his or her par-
ish would not only recognize that 
person’s efforts, but also inspire 
others to consider giving time and 
talent to the health and wellness of 
the parish. 

The annual award is given to a 
Catholic Registered Nurse who has 
made a significant nursing contri-
bution to a parish in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City. The award 
includes a plaque, a cash award 
for $500, and a cash award to 
recipient’s parish for $500. Seiler 
requested her award be given to 
Catholic Relief Services in her 
honor.  

The Nurse’s Day Mass and ap-
preciation dinner was sponsored 
by Catholic Charities, Saint John 
Nepomuk, Mercy Health Center 
and Saint Anthony Hospital.

SHAWNEE – 
Although stepping 
into a new role as 
president emer-
itus, D. Gregory 
Main will continue 
to help lead Saint 
Gregory’s Univer-
sity and play a 
major role in the 
school’s critical capital fundrais-
ing campaign.

“Although Greg’s previously 
announced health challenges are 
serious, his prognosis is opti-
mistic. His many contributions 
to Saint Gregory’s University are 
deeply appreciated,” said Father 
Don Wolf, chairman of the board 
of directors of Saint Gregory’s. 
“The entire university community 
is hopeful that as his health per-
mits, President Emeritus Main will 
continue to play a significant role 
in the capital fundraising outlined 
in the recently approved strategic 
plan.”

Main was named president of 
Saint Gregory’s University on July 
1, 2011, and has overseen a va-
riety of successful initiatives. His 
work led to the creation of a nurs-
ing program in Shawnee, Okla-
homa City and Tulsa, and plans 
to expand into additional health 
education programs through an 
Oklahoma City campus. He led a 
record fundraising effort to restore 
Benedictine Hall after being dam-
aged by an earthquake in Novem-
ber 2011. 

With enrollment increasing, 
Main initiated a strategic planning 

process that in-
volves more than 80 
faculty, administra-
tors and support-
ers. The plan, re-
cently approved by 
the university, calls 
for $143 million in 
capital investments; 
Main was leading 

its implementation. 
“Serving as president the past 

five years has been among the 
most challenging, yet gratifying of 
my career. I now face serious per-
sonal challenges that must be ad-
dressed,” Main said. “While doing 
so as president emeritus, I also am 
determined to do all that I can to 
strengthen this remarkable Catho-
lic institution of higher education.” 

Main came to Oklahoma in 1991 
to serve as the secretary of com-
merce. He created the job incen-
tive program called Quality Jobs, 
which has been called the most 
aggressive such program in the 
nation by U.S. News and World Re-
port. After his service to the state, 
Main worked in venture capital 
investments and led the highly in-
novative i2E business investment 
program in Oklahoma. 

In 2009, he was named pres-
ident of the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation, where 
he worked with Michigan’s leaders 
to save the nation’s auto industry. 
As lifelong devout Catholics, Greg 
and Barbara Main accepted the 
invitation of Saint Gregory’s Uni-
versity for Main to become its 15th 
president.

President Emeritus Main’s efforts 
to continue at St. Gregory’s

D. Gregory Main

Photos: Theresa Bragg, Sooner Catholic

Father Rick Stansberry sits next to the “Homeless Jesus” statue out-
side of the new building for Catholic Charities with Executive Director 
Patrick Raglow. The bronze statue, which was dedicated in honor of Fr. 
Stansberry, was installed outside the building’s west side facing Clas-
sen Boulevard as a symbol of being called to see the face of Jesus in the 
distressing disguise of the poor.
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As a youth director, I once had a 
junior high girl whose parents had 
just gone through an ugly divorce. 
She was tall and awkward for her 
age, and immature for her height. 

Understandably, she was a very 
needy child. This combination of 
factors made her the recipient of 
a lot of rejection. I spent many 
hours with her, in the context of 
which her neediness became a 
kind of draining co-dependency. I 
tried to help her to 
latch onto Jesus, 
but she did not 
take much interest. 
Eventually, I left 
the position and 
moved on, and we 
lost touch for many 
years.

A few years 
ago, while I was 
still overseas, she 
“found” me on 
Facebook. At age 
40, she was in the 
aftermath of a bro-
ken relationship. I 
thought by sharing 
our conversation 
it might be instructive for anyone 
who loves someone who is in a 
destructive pattern and isn’t sure 
how to intervene. 

Our conversation went like this:
G: I guess I’m not quite the 

sweet, innocent little girl you re-
member, huh?

Me: Are you not? When did you 
lose your sweetness and inno-
cence?

G: Haha. Self-confession time 
I guess! I guess I’m still sweet, 
sometimes, but certainly not that 
innocent. Been through a lot in 
my life.

Me: Well, the nice thing about 
our God is you can always start 
again, if you are willing.

G: Yeah, I have a lot of questions 
about that. I’m not exactly sure I’d 
be accepted, shall we say.

Me: The Church is a rehab 
hospital for sinners, and there 
are lots of us! But, whatever your 
“drug of choice,” you do have to 
be willing to give it up in order to 

Contagious Faith

A disconcerting death

make room for God. The good news 
is that if you are willing to give up 
the sin, God’s love can fill you in a 
way that the sin never could. Being 
reconciled to God means giving up 
sin – there’s no way around that 
–because his love for you will not 
allow you to settle for a false god. 
He loves you so much, he won’t 
tolerate anything that would sepa-
rate you from him. 

So would you be accepted? Yes, 
absolutely. Can 
you keep holding 
on to the things 
that separate you 
from God? No. Is he 
worth it? YES! So, 
whatever is going on 
in your life, I’ll pray 
for you. It sounds 
like there might be 
some hard deci-
sions to be made, 
but I know that God 
is on your side and 
that he wants you 
for himself. He’ll 
provide the grace 
you need if you ask 
him to help.

G: Thank you Carole, but giving 
up who I am is not an option. I am 
who I am and was born who I am 
… that I can’t change. I do believe 
that God loves me. Anyway...

Me: You don’t have to give up 
who you are, just the sin bit. 
Funny enough, that will help you 
become the real you.

G: Thank you. So can I ask you a 
question? Do you think homosex-
uality is a sin? I can pretty much 
guess your answer, but just won-
dered.

Me: I don’t think it is a sin to 
have a homosexual orientation, 
but I do think it’s a sin to indulge 
it. Just as it isn’t a sin for me to 
have heterosexual temptations; 
however, as I am single, it would 
be a sin to engage in a sexual 
relationship with a man outside of 
marriage. 

There are a lot of mysteries in 
life, and one of the unsolved ones 
is what causes people to experi-
ence same-sex attraction. Among 

the theories about it, I tend to be 
less impressed with the ones that 
claim that people are born that 
way, I think it is often the result 
of an earlier trauma or lack of 
nurture during a critical time of 
development – in need of healing. 
In some senses it doesn’t matter – 
the bigger question is, what does a 
Christian do about it? What does 
God want? 

He can’t bless homosexual rela-
tionships and forbid them at the 
same time; that would be contra-
dictory. But, I believe that he is 
compassionate with people who 
really want to do his will, and that 
there is a lot of grace available for 
those who put him first.  

I’ve had many friends over the 
years who’ve had such issues. 
They chose different ways of 
responding. The Christian ones 
found resources like Courage and 
Exodus ministries very helpful. 
Also, I heard of something called 
the Living Waters program that 
some found really good.

A different path
She went on to explain that life 

in the interim had been quite a 
roller coaster. At the moment we 
re-connected she told me that she 
had recently been through a dev-
astating breakup with her “part-
ner” of some years. In the course of 
conversation, she probed me fur-
ther on the causes of her homosex-
ual orientation. Her life was great, 
she insisted – no trauma. She had 
few memories of her younger years, 
but she was curious what I re-
membered about her.

Me being me, it seemed a stroke 
of providence that we had re-
connected when she was “on the 
rebound” as it were. I took the 
opportunity once again to declare 
God’s unfailing love for her, and 
then to gently suggest that she 
consider a different path for her 
future, one that would more surely 
set her on the path to everlasting 
life. 

Me: I think it’s actually kind of 
interesting that you would think to 
get in touch with your old church 
youth director at this stage in your 

life, after a breakup. I suppose it is 
kind of a cross-roads in your life. A 
breakup after such a long time has 
to be traumatic in itself. Hopefully 
you won’t just jump into another 
one.

I wouldn’t want to try to pinpoint 
a cause, but I also wouldn’t under-
estimate the impact that your par-
ents’ relationship and divorce had 
on you. I think I met you just after 
that time, and you surely were a 
love-hungry teenager. I think there 
was a lot more going on during 
that time than you remember. At 
any rate, I think God has a bigger 
plan for you than this. Most im-
portant, of course, is his desire to 
fill your need for love. I ask every 
blessing on you as you stand at 
that crossroad of decision.

We kept in touch over the next 
year. One day she sent me this 
message:

G: I’ve been through quite a bit 
since the last time we talked and 
it’s made me question my faith 
more than ever. I’m trying to get up 
the courage to go back to church.

Me: Yup, I think it’s time to come 
back to the Lord. He has missed 
you. No more dead-end streets for 
his girl.

At one point she thanked me 
for “being there” for her. Then, for 
some reason, she suddenly de-
friended me. We haven’t been in 
touch since.

Last week, I learned that she 
had died unexpectedly of a stroke. 
She was only 40. The news of her 
untimely death leaves me discon-
certed. From the obituary, it was 
apparent that she had resumed 
her former way of life. I may be 
the only one left wondering where, 
then, is her soul? Was she saved? 
One of the condolences reads, “So 
sad you are gone, but I know you 
will be sending love to everyone 
from above. Peace and Love to 
you.” 

Which leads me to my second 
reason for sharing this story. While 
the author of that condolence note 
had all the good will in the world, 
she had no business canonizing 
her. She has judged the deceased 
in a way that the Lord has forbid-
den to us.

In many ways, we’ve lost a 
healthy fear of the loss of heaven 
and the pains of hell, and this is a 
dangerous situation for ourselves 
and those we love. I have little con-
fidence about her situation, and 
it truly grieves me. I wish she had 
taken greater measures to rule out 
a future in hell. It does not appear 
that she did so. Only God knows 
for sure.

Meanwhile, please pray for her.

Carole Brown 
Director of New 
Evangelization 

n Describe historical development, critically interpret primary symbols, beliefs of 
    the Christian faith;
n Articulate how scripture and theology conform one’s attempt to live as a disciple;
n Integrate theological reflection and pastoral practice.

Cost is $50 per weekend; $150 for all three weekends

Tuition includes registration, a wine and cheese social, continental breakfast, lunch. Housing on
campus available for additional fee. Course credits are transferable to degree programming.

Register online at www.stgregorys.edu/catechetics
Contact Richard Meloche at rsmeloche@stgregorys.edu

St. Gregory’s Catechetics summer program
Saint Gregory’s University is now enrolling for the Certificate in Catechetics summer program

June 10-11, June 17-18 and June 24-25

Upon completion of the requirements, students will be able to:
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the campus Newman 
Center – a habit of en-
gagement he’d inadver-
tently developed during 
his time in Stillwater, 
which also had laid bare 
to him his love for the 
Church.

In September, he ap-
plied to be a seminarian 
for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. He was 
accepted in Holy Week of 2010 and 
began his studies at Saint Meinrad 
Seminary in Saint Meinrad, Ind., in 
August of 2010.

Now, after two years of philosophy, 
a year of work in the archdiocese 
and two years of theology, Edwards 
will be ordained to the transitional 

diaconate, the holy 
order that imme-
diately precedes 
priesthood. Arch-
bishop Paul Coakley 
will celebrate the or-
dination rite during 
a Mass at 10 a.m. 
June 4 at The Ca-
thedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help in 
Oklahoma City.

“Ordinations are 
always an occasion of 
great joy for the arch-
diocese,” Archbishop 
Coakley said. “They are 
a tribute to the families 
and parishes that have 
nurtured and encour-
aged these vocations. I 
am delighted to ordain 
Kelly to the transitional 
diaconate. I’ve watched 

him mature during his years of for-
mation and look forward to welcom-
ing him into ordained ministry.”

During the rite, Edwards will 
vow celibacy and obedience to the 
bishop. At the high point of the 
ceremony, Archbishop Coakley will 
impose his hands on Edwards’ head 
and invoke the Holy Spirit to pour 
out the gifts proper to the ministry 
of the diaconate.

“The laying on of hands is very 
profound because it is, of course, a 
scriptural gesture,” Edwards said. 
“There’s this wonderful concreteness 
to that. It’s not just an invitation; 
we believe it is a coming down of the 
Holy Spirit through the apostolic 
succession. It’s incredible to partic-
ipate in that – something that has 

been happening for 20 
centuries.”

The sacrament will mark 
Edwards with an imprint 
that cannot be removed, 
and that confi gures him to 
Christ, who made himself 
the “deacon” or servant of 
all (CCC 1570).

After the rite 
of ordination, 
Edwards will be 
robed for the fi rst 
time in the tradi-
tional vestments 
of a deacon – the 
long, wide band 
of colored cloth 
known as a “stole” 
and the long, 
wide-sleeved tunic 
called a “dalmatic.”

Edwards’ pastor and former 
archdiocesan director of vocations, 
Father Stephen Hamilton, said Ed-
wards’ ordination is a special bless-
ing for his parish.

“Kelly is the fi rst son of the par-
ish to be ordained, so this event is 
a signifi cant moment in the history 
and life of Saint Monica Church,” 
Father Hamilton said. “We are proud 
of him and we are very excited! We 
are certainly looking forward to next 
summer and his anticipated ordina-
tion to the priesthood.”

Before he is ordained to the priest-
hood next year, Edwards will fulfi ll 
his summer assignment at Holy 
Spirit Parish in Mustang and then 

Kelly Edwards to be ordained

St. Gregory’s confers 179 
graduates at commencement

Father David Konderla to be the next 
Bishop of Tulsa

Mark the Evangelist in Norman. 
They have four children and six 
grandchildren.

OU President David L. Boren 
praised the selection. 

“Scaperlanda’s vast 
leadership experience 
coupled with his pas-
sion for Saint Grego-
ry’s mission, commit-
ment to excellence, 
tireless work ethic and 
effective communica-
tion skills bode well 
for Saint Gregory’s 
future,” Boren said.

Reacting to the 
appointment, Arch-
bishop Coakley said, 
“Michael Scaperlanda 
is a great choice to 
lead Saint Gregory’s 
University at this time. 
Under his leadership, 

I am confi dent that the university 
will thrive, providing students with 
the intellectual, moral and spiritual 
formation crucial to living joy-fi lled 
lives oriented toward the common 
good.”

Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, chan-
cellor of SGU, said President Scaper-
landa, “will certainly continue the 
legacy of his esteemed predeces-
sors. We are excited and certain the 
new president will insure a strong 
and positive future for our beloved 
100-year-old Benedictine institution 
of Catholic higher education.”

Founded in 1875, Saint Gregory’s 

is Oklahoma’s oldest institution of 
higher learning and only Catholic 
university. SGU offers a liberal arts 
education rooted in the Benedictine 
tradition of cultivating the whole 
person – mind, body and spirit. With 
campuses in Shawnee and Tulsa, 
Saint Gregory’s features both tradi-
tional and adult degree programs, 
including associate, bachelor’s and 
master’s degree programs. Visit 
www.stgregorys.edu.

continued from Page 1

return to Saint Meinrad for 
another year of education in 
theology.

As a deacon, he will assist 
Archbishop Coakley and the 
priests of the archdiocese in 
the celebration of the divine 
mysteries, in the distribu-
tion of Holy Communion, 
in assisting at and blessing 

marriages, in the proclamation of 
the Gospel and preaching, in pre-
siding over funerals and in dedicat-
ing himself to the various ministries 
of charity (CCC 1570).

“I’m fond of the fact that the word 
for deacon is the Greek word for 
‘table-waiter,’” Edwards said. “There 
is something wonderful and simple 
about the idea that my job is to wait 
a table at Mass.”

“I love the Catholic Church and I 
want to serve in it and share it with 
people.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

SHAWNEE – Saint Gregory’s University celebrated the graduation of the Class 
of 2016 on the Saint Gregory’s campus in Shawnee, conferring 179 associate, 
bachelor’s or master’s degrees to students from both the Shawnee and Tulsa 
campus.

Saint Gregory’s Acting President Father Charles Buckley, O.S.B., noted this 
year’s graduation is particularly special with the many “fi rsts” that occurred 
during the ceremony.

“What makes this year particularly unique is that it truly is a graduation of 
fi rsts. We have our fi rst Citizen Potawatomie Nation scholarship recipients, our 
fi rst RN to BSN graduates and our fi rst master’s degree in counseling psychol-
ogy,” Fr. Charles said. “All of these programs were established recently, and it is 
with absolute joy that we watch these students cross the stage.” 

After being conferred with an honorary doctorate of humane let-
ters, commencement speaker Monsignor James Patrick Shea, presi-
dent of the University of Mary, addressed graduates, asking them to 
become great instruments of the Lord’s work.

“We weren’t created for comfort and ugliness. We were made for 
beauty and greatness,” Shea said. “Put fear aside. Don’t be limited 
by what you see in yourself.”

Student speaker Anna Vacha, a visual arts major from Omaha, 
Neb., asked fellow graduates to recognize the gift of their experience 
at Saint Gregory’s.

“These words of hope I have for us is that we can be brave. Brave 
enough to serve with love, and to generously share the gift we have 
received at Saint Gregory’s University,” Vacha said. “Sharing our 
education is a happy prospect, especially when we remember that 
to serve was why Christ himself came.”

As part of the ceremony, Father Joachim Spexarth, professor of 
communication, was honored for his many years of devoted service to SGU with 
a conferral of professor emeritus. Fr. Joachim will continue to be active within 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey after his retirement.

St. Gregory’s University appoints new president

SHAWNEE – Saint Gregory’s 
University recently announced the 
appointment of Michael A. Scaper-
landa as the university’s 16th pres-
ident. Scaperlanda has served the 
University of Oklahoma in various 
academic and administrative ca-
pacities since leaving the practice 
of law in 1989. He also has worked 
closely with Saint Gregory’s over the 
past seven years as a member of the 
board of directors, vice chairman 
of the board and, most recently, 
assisting President Emeritus D. 
Gregory Main in creating Saint Gre-
gory’s bold strategic plan – Vision 
for Our Next Century.

“The appointment of Michael 
Scaperlanda is the result of the 
university’s strategic succession 
planning process,” said Father Don 
Wolf, chairman of the board of di-
rectors for Saint Gregory’s.

According to Fr. Wolf, with the 
strategic plan in place, President 
Scaperlanda “is the natural choice 
to step into the president’s position, 
providing continuity as the univer-
sity implements the strategic initia-
tives developed under his predeces-
sor’s visionary leadership.” 

Scaperlanda assumed the duty of 
president on May 16.

Scaperlanda holds the Gene and 
Elaine Edwards Family Chair in 
Law and is a professor of law at the 
University of Oklahoma College of 
Law. He also served in numerous 
leadership roles at the OU College 
of Law. 

Michael A. Scaperlanda

A nationally known scholar in 
immigration law and Catholic legal 
theory, Scaperlanda’s books include 
“Immigration Law: A Primer” and 
“Recovering Self-Evident Truths: 
Catholic Perspectives 
on American Law.” 
He co-authored “The 
Journey: A Guide for 
the Modern Pilgrim” 
with his wife, María 
Ruiz Scaperlanda, an 
award-winning author. 

In addition to his 
service on Saint Gre-
gory’s board, Scaper-
landa serves as a 
scholar participant in 
the Fr. Stanley Rother 
Hispanic Cultural 
Institute of Oklahoma 
City and Norman, 
and teaches in OU’s 
Visions of America 
Summer Institute for high school 
teachers and OU’s Warrior-Scholar 
Project for veterans enrolling in 
college. He is a past member of the 
Oklahoma Advisory Committee to 
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 
and the Oklahoma Bar Association’s 
Legal Ethics Committee.

A graduate of the University of 
Texas School of Law, Scaperlanda 
clerked for the chief justice of the 
Texas Supreme Court and prac-
ticed law for four years in Washing-
ton, D.C. and Austin, Texas, prior 
to joining the faculty at OU. The 
Scaperlandas are members of Saint 

continued from Page 1

of the University of Dallas, where 
he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
history. He also pursued studies 
at Saint Mary’s Seminary of Saint 
Thomas University in Houston, 
earning a master’s degree in divin-
ity. He was ordained a priest of the 
Diocese of Austin on June 3, 1995.

Assignments after ordination in-
cluded parochial vicar, Saint Louis 
Catholic Church, Austin, Texas, 
1995-1997; parochial vicar, Saint 
Luke Catholic Church, Temple, 

Bishop-elect Konderla will be or-
dained and installed by Archbishop 
Coakley on June 29 at a large venue 
in Tulsa                

“I am delighted that Pope Francis 
has appointed Father David 
Konderla as the fourth Bishop of 
Tulsa. Bishop-elect Konderla brings 
tremendous pastoral experience, 
including his most recent ministry 
with college students at Texas A&M 
University. His engaging and joyful 
leadership will be a welcome addi-
tion to this ecclesiastical Province of 
Oklahoma City. I am looking forward 
to collaborating closely with him in 
the years ahead,” Archbishop Coak-
ley said.

“As we welcome Bishop-elect 
Konderla, we acknowledge a debt of 
gratitude to Bishop Slattery for his 
dedicated and faithful service to the 
Church in eastern Oklahoma. He 
now enters into a new stage of his 
episcopal ministry. Both the Bish-
op-elect and the Bishop Emeritus 
will be in my prayers.”

David Konderla was born June 
3, 1960, in Bryan, Texas. He at-
tended the Holy Trinity Seminary 

Texas, 1997; parochial vicar, Saint 
Mary’s Catholic Center at Texas 
A&M, 1997-2001; vocations direc-
tor, Diocese of Austin, 2001-2005; 
and pastor and director of Campus 
Ministry, Saint Mary’s Catholic 
Center at Texas A&M University, 
2005-present.

Bishop Edward J. Slattery, who 
was named Bishop of Tulsa by Pope 
John Paul II on Nov. 11, 1993, was 
born Aug. 11, 1940, in Chicago, and 
was ordained a priest of Chicago on 
April 26, 1966. He was ordained a 
bishop on Jan. 6, 1994, and was in-
stalled six days later. Slattery turned 
75 in August and was required to 
offer his resignation to the pope. 
Mandatory retirement age for bish-
ops in the Church is 75. 

“My prayer of petition to God 
the Father is for the good health 
and spiritual strength of the new 
bishop,” Bishop Slattery said May 
13. “I know our people have been 
praying that Pope Francis would 
send us an energetic and prayerful 
man to be our shepherd, and I be-
lieve God has heard our prayer.”

Photos: Theresa Bragg, 
Sooner Catholic



Sooner Catholic10   May 29, 2016 Jobs

Early childhood teachers - 
Norman

All Saints Catholic School in 
Norman has teaching positions 
open in early childhood for the 
2016-2017 school year. Must have 
degree in education, be certified in 
Oklahoma; experience preferred. 
Send resume and copy of certifica-
tion to Dana Wade at dwade@all-
saintsnorman.org, or to All Saints 
Catholic School, 4001 36th Ave. 
N.W., Norman 73072. Applications 
available at www.archokc.org. 

Part-time licensed counselor
Part-time licensed counselor 

position open. Send resume and 
copy of certification to Dana Wade 
at dwade@allsaintsnorman.org, 
or to All Saints Catholic School, 
4001 36th Ave. N.W., Nor-
man 73072. Applications available 
at www.archokc.org.

Jobs Box
cation-packet. Send resume, cover 
letter and copy of teaching certifi-
cate to Tammy Jacobs at tjacobs@
holytrinityok.org.  

Lifeguard
St. Gregory’s University seeks 

a lifeguard at the Mabee Aerobics 
Center. Application instructions 
found at www.stgregorys.edu/
about-us/employment.

Teachers - OKC
Sacred Heart School, OKC, 

is seeking teachers for the 
2016-2017 school year. Okla-
homa teacher certification re-
quired. SHCS is a PreK-4 through 
eighth grade school. For appli-
cation, call school office (405) 
634-5673. Send resume to Joana 
Camacho, SHCS, 2700 S. Shartel 
Ave., OKC 73109.

a staff resource in support of the 
pastor, fulfilling parish administra-
tive needs in finance, facilities and 
grounds, and personnel. The posi-
tion requires a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration or related 
field and previous corporate or 
church managerial experience. Sal-
ary and benefits are commensurate 
with level of education and experi-
ence. Send resume, references and 
cover letter to Ann Cook at EPG-
ConsultingAnn@gmail.com.

Fourth-grade teacher - Okarche
Holy Trinity Catholic School, 

Okarche, is accepting applications 
for the 2016-2017 school year 
for a fourth grade teacher. Appli-
cants should hold a minimum of 
a bachelor’s degree in education 
with appropriate certification or 
pending certification. Down-
load application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-

Fifth-grade teacher
Christ the King Catholic School 

is accepting applications for a 
fifth-grade teaching position for 
the 2016-2017 school year. Appli-
cants must have bachelor’s degree 
in education with state teaching 
certification. Send resume, cover 
letter and copy of certificate to 
Amy Feighny at Afeighny@ck-
school.com or Robert Crump at 
rcrump@ckschool.com. Download 
application packet at www.ar-
chokc.org/multimedia/files/doc.
download/294-teacher-applica-
tion-packet.

Parish director of administration
St. Joseph in Norman is search-

ing for a director of adminis-
tration. Applicant must have a 
passion for parish ministry in the 
new evangelization and a zeal for 
forming joyful disciples of Christ in 
a parish that celebrates its cultural 
diversity. The director serves as 

Students receiving Catholic Foundation Scholarships for the 2016-17 school 
year are:

Garrett Bannister, St. John Nepomuk, Yukon, St. Gregory’s University
Zachary L. Berntsen, St. Ann, Elgin, USAO Chickasha
Willie Chavira, Our Lady of Victory, Purcell, University of Oklahoma
Andrew Coakley, Sts. Peter and Paul, Hobart, Oklahoma State University
Khanh P. Do, St. Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC, OU
Christopher Dougherty, St. John Nepomuk, Yukon, OSU
John Dumas, Our Lady of Victory, Purcell, OU
Darien R. English, St. Gregory’s Abbey, Shawnee, SGU
Jennifer Escobar, St. Charles Borromeo, OKC, OU
Selena Estrada, St. Joseph, Buffalo, Northwestern Oklahoma State University
Grace Fanning, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC, UCO
Cash Kencade Forster, St. Thomas More, Norman, Colorado College
Guadalupe Lupita Gonzalez, St. Joseph, Norman, UCO
John Grim, Our Lady of Sorrows, Chandler, SGU
Ashley Haan, Epiphany of the Lord, OKC, SGU
Robin Heckes, St. Joseph, Norman, Southwestern Oklahoma State University
Katherine Harris, St. Benedict, Shawnee, OU
Robin Heckes, St. Joseph, Norman, SWOSU
Christina Hochla, St. Andrew, Moore, Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisc.
Mariah Hollister, Sts. Peter and Paul, Hobart, SWOSU
Christian Hollister, Sts. Peter and Paul, Hobart, SWOSU
Abigail Hovorka, St. Francis of Assisi, OKC, OU
Kyra Hubble, Epiphany of the Lord, OKC, OSU
Sydney Hutchison, St. Ann, Fairview, OSU
Lizabeth Anne Landoll, Blessed Sacrament, Lawton, SWOSU
Lauren Nicole Landoll, Blessed Sacrament, Lawton, OSU
Samuel Christopher Le, St. Andrew Dung-Lac, UCO
Grace Lee, Korean Martyrs, OU
Dasol Lee, Korean Martyrs, OU
Alexander Lewis, St. Francis Xavier, Enid, OSU
Alexandra Annabelle Lewis, St. Francis Xavier, Enid, OSU
Jasmine Luevano, St. Charles Borromeo, OKC, SGU
Grayson Maker, St. Thomas More, Norman, University of Notre Dame
Michelle Malagan, Holy Angels, OKC, SGU
Ryan McGoffin, St. James the Greater, OKC, SGU
Katherine Metzinger, St. John Nepomuk, Yukon, OSU
Jose Muniz, Immaculate Heart of Mary, Calumet, Redlands Community College
Katherine Murphy, St. Thomas More, Norman, SGU
Rachel Ngo, St. James the Greater, OKC, Rice University
Lam Nguyen, St. Andrew Dung-Lac, OU
Delaney Nisbett, Epiphany of the Lord, OKC, OSU
Priscilla Pena, St. Patrick, OKC, UCO
Mary Quynh Nhu Pham, St. Andrew Dung-Lac, UCO
Anthony Thanh Phamille, St. Andrew Dung-Lac, OU
Sarah Ashley Pierce, Holy Family, Lawton, OU
Julia Ann Purus, Our Lady of Victory, Purcell, OSU
Secilia Marie Ramirez, Blessed Sacrament, Lawton, SWOSU
David Ray, St. Mark, Norman, OU
Teresa Rodriguez, St. Mary, Ardmore, OU
Abby Ross, St. Francis Xavier, Enid, OSU
Molly Margaret Ross, St. John the Baptist, Edmond, OSU
Madison Rudkins, Sts. Peter and Paul, Hobart, unknown
Paulina Saldana, St. Andrew, Moore, OU Health Sciences Center
Jacob Schnoebelen, Sacred Heart, Mooreland, OU
Sirena Sierra, St. Patrick, OKC, UCO
Nicole Tucker, Sacred Heart, Konawa, SGU

Carmen Villalobos, Sacred Heart, OKC, UCO
Paola Gabriela-Ponce Villalobos, St. Francis Cabrini, Beaver, NWOSU
Jacqueline Visina, St. John the Baptist, Edmond, University of Alabama
Jordan Wehling, St. Mark the Evangelist, Norman, OU
Hayden Zehrung, St. Monica, Edmond, OU.

Partial funding of all CFO Scholarships comes from the Quasebarth Family Schol-
arship Fund, the Mary White Clarke Scholarship Fund and the John Edward 
Greenan Scholarship Fund.  

Partial funding of the CFO Scholarship being received by Ryan McGoffin (St. 
James the Greater, OKC, SGU) for 2016-17 comes from the Dr. and Mrs. Francis 
Duffy Scholarship Fund.

Receiving the C.W. and Frances Aneshansley Scholarships for the 2016-2017 
school year are:
Christopher Allen, St. John the Baptist, Edmond, OSU
Isabel Betancourt, St. Mary, Clinton, OSU
Liliana Casas, St. Mary, Clinton, OU
Andres Lee Cifuentes, St. Mary, Clinton, SWOSU
Stephanie Estala, St. Mary, Clinton, SWOSU
Hector Hernandez, St. Mary, Clinton, SWOSU
Alec Pankhurst, St. Ann, Cordell, SWOSU
Rocklin Pankhurst, St. Mary, Clinton, SWOSU
Adriana Valverde, St. Mary, Clinton, OU.

The following six students received the Bob Little Pastoral Musician’s Scholar-
ship for the 2016-2017 school year: 
Brandon Aguilar, Holy Angels, OKC, UCO
Jamie Dougherty, St. Thomas More, Norman, OU
Blanca Gonzalez, St. Eugene, OKC, Oklahoma City Community College
Carly Nash, Sts. Peter and Paul, Hobart, OSU
Jorge Rodriguez, St. Mary, Ardmore, Oklahoma City University
Kristen Michelle Williams, Holy Family, Lawton, SWOSU.

Scholarship recipients for the Evelyn & Kathryn Hau Scholarships are:
Katherine Denney, St. Francis Xavier, Enid, Benedictine College
Steven Alan Patocka, St. Joseph, Hennessey, UCO
Gabriel Sanchez, St. Francis Xavier, Enid, SGU
Kylee Severin, St. Michael, Goltry, Southwestern Christian University, OKC.

The winners of the Amelia P. Davis & Elizabeth H. Davis Lawrence Scholarships 
are:
Leslie Alvarez, Sts. Peter and Paul, Kingfisher, SGU
Karley Boyer, St. Ann, Fairview, OSU
Veronica Fuxa, St. Gregory the Great, Enid, Northern Oklahoma College
Abby Lee, St. Gregory the Great, Enid, OSU
Kasey Ross, St. Francis Xavier, Enid, OSU
Tyler Schnaithman, St. Gregory the Great, Enid, OSU
Elena Shimanek, St. Gregory the Great, Enid, OU. 

The Helen R. Hall Nursing Scholarship is awarded to Cecilia Hernandez, St. Char-
les Borromeo, OKC, Southern Nazarene University.

The P.B. Connelly Medical Scholarships to attend the University of Oklahoma 
College of Medicine are awarded to:
Stephen Mannas, St. Mary, Ardmore
James Michael Rudkins, St. Thomas More, Norman.

Catholic Foundation Scholarships

To see more job openings, go 
online to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Book advocates using 
science to deepen faith, 

relationship to God

ROME – As Pope Francis’s year 
dedicated to consecrated life came 
to a close, one nun shared her 
thoughts on how her religious garb 
serves as a “visible sign” that God 
exists and loves every person.

Though the official Year for Conse-
crated Life has concluded, it’s actu-
ally “the beginning of helping people 
get re-acquainted with religious life,” 
said Sister Mary Christa of the Sis-
ters of Mercy of Alma.

She said that while there are those 
who have a general idea about re-
ligious sisters, there’s still a degree 
of uncertainty on the part of many 
about what religious life looks like.

Right now, Sister Mary Christa 
added, there’s “confusion” – over 
questions such as why some sisters 
wear habits and some don’t – and 
her hope is that this year marks the 
start of “a fruitful understanding 
of religious life in the Church in its 
most authentic, visible witness.”

The Year for Consecrated Life, 
which began Nov. 30, 2014, con-
cluded Feb. 2 on the Feast of the 
Presentation of Jesus.

Sister Mary Christa, who also runs 
U.S. bishops’ visitor’s office in Rome 

Walking hand-in-hand through history 
has not been easy for science and faith. 
People on both sides too often and easily 
toss invectives at the other such as “su-
perstition” and “heresy.” At the same time, 
ambitious historical efforts have been made, 
going back at least to the 4th century Saint 
Augustine of Hippo, to reconcile or bridge 
some of the gaps between the two.

True, faith and science abide comfort-
ably in many people; but so far no one has 
succeeded in convincing all of the diverse 

mentalities in either camp to accept a basic compatibility.
Adding his voice to the reconciliation effort is Michael Dennin. A 

cradle Catholic who continues to attend Mass regularly and is active 
in parish life, Dennin also is a professor of physics and astronomy 
at the University of California, Irvine. Dennin’s book, “Divine Sci-
ence,” uses his faith and scientific knowledge to make a case that 
believers should embrace science as a tool for deepening their belief.

As others before him, Dennin uses several key building blocks 
to make his case: science can’t prove or disprove the existence of 
God; the Bible is not a scientific textbook; science can tell us how 
the earth and its inhabitants came to be but can’t tell us why this 
occurred; science deals with the physical while theology and philos-
ophy deal with the nonphysical.

To these, he adds a definition of God as the “fullness of reality,” 
the “I am who am” of the Old Testament. His thesis is that as sci-
ence helps us understand the reality of the physical world, this 
knowledge deepens our understanding and personal relationship to 
God, the “fullness of reality.” While arguments over the 
existence of God can be fruitless, believers and scien-
tists can more easily come together to discuss what is 
reality, goes his argument.

Dennin squarely confronts scientific evidence that 
many things described in the Bible could not have 
occurred, such as God creating the world in six days. 
He parries this by debunking literal biblical interpreta-
tions such as creationism, noting that the Bible is more 
interested in conveying truths rather than facts, similar 
to Shakespeare. 

Shakespeare’s historical plays, he writes, were not an 
effort to accurately describe all the events that hap-
pened to these historical figures but to explain truths 
about how humans related to each other and the world 
around them as it was understood in Shakespeare’s 
time.

The book is strongest and most convincing in its chapters on cre-
ation and evolution. In these, Dennin uses the metaphor of a fetus 
in the womb: The mother represents God while the fetus represents 
creation and evolution. The fetus is dependent on the mother/God 
but is destined to become independent while still sharing in the 
identity/reality of the mother/God.

Dennin is not so convincing in discussing biblical miracles and 
the afterlife. His basic argument is that while science may not be 
able to prove specific miracles or the afterlife, it does provide aca-
demic underpinnings that these things may be possible.

Yet in his discussion of biblical miracles, he dwells on Balaam, 
an Old Testament sorcerer employed by the Moabites to place a 
curse on the Israelites who are defeating them in battle. Balaam is 
thwarted by his talking donkey who keeps seeing an angel who di-
verts their path from the place where Balaam is to deliver his curse.

The author’s point is that “miracle” also can be defined as a con-
version, a change of heart, provoked by God. One would have hoped 
that Dennin tackled something more noteworthy such as the part-
ing of the Red Sea allowing Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egyp-
tian bondage.

Despite some failings, Dennin succeeds in his overall aim of show-
ing believers that science is an aid rather than an obstacle to fur-
thering their faith.

Like science, “true faith, agile faith, dynamic faith is about con-
stant reflection, constant revision, and constant refinement,” he 
writes.

Bono is a retired CNS staff writer.

Nun at the prayer vigil for consecrated 
life in St. Peter’s Square. Photo Alexey 
Gotovskiy/CNA.

By Ann Schneible,
Catholic News Agency/EWTN

“Why I wear the habit” – a 
nun’s reflection on religious life

with several other Sisters of Mercy, 
called the habit of a religious sister an 
important part of being a witness.

It’s a sign of the love of God and 
that this life is not all there is.

“The religious habit should say a 
number of things, both to the sister 
herself, and to those who see her,” 
she said, recounting how she is often 
approached by strangers asking for 
prayers, who automatically trust her 
on account of her appearance.

“The habit is a visible sign of the 
love of God,” she said. “But it’s also, I 
have found, a great responsibility and 
a reminder to me: the responsibility 
to be what I show that I am.”

“It’s a sign of the love of God and 
that this life is not all there is: that 
God exists and loves them,” she said.

One of the distinguishing aspects 
of their habit – a dark veil and a sim-
ple, pale blue frock in the summer, 
and a darker color for the winter – is 
a simple black cross, overlaid by a 
smaller white cross, which is worn 
around the neck.

“The black of the cross represents 

the misery of mankind that we find 
in the world, and the white rep-
resents God’s mercy, which we are 
called to bring into the world as 
Sisters of Mercy,” explained Sister 
Mary Michaela, who works at the 
visitor’s office.

“There is a long tradition in re-
ligious life of wearing a habit as a 
visible sign that we are consecrated 
to God and to the service of the 
Church in a special way,” she said. 

“It’s also part of poverty,” she 
added. “Our habit is simple, so we 
don’t buy a big wardrobe.”

Living in Rome, Sister Mary 
Michaela noted how she too is 
approached by people asking for 
prayers on account of her habit.

“When they see the habit, they 
realize that there is something par-
ticular about our life,” she said.

“They recognize that we rep-
resent, in some way, God’s pres-
ence. We remind people of God’s 
presence here in the world.”

First established in Ireland 
in 1831 by venerable Catherine 
McAuley, the Sisters of Mercy 
centered their work on education, 
catechesis, health care. Spreading 
to the United States, the order was 
re-founded in 1973 in Alma, Mich., 
where its motherhouse is currently 
located.

In addition to the three vows 
taken by all religious sisters, the 
Sisters of Mercy take a fourth vow 
of service to the poor, sick, and 
ignorant.

In Rome, the Sisters of Mercy 
offer orientation to U.S. Pilgrims – 
obtaining tickets for papal events, 
answering their questions about 
the city, and helping them with the 
pilgrimage aspect of their visit.

“This is one of the apostolic 
works that we do as a community,” 
said Sister Regina Marie, speaking 
on her work at the visitor’s office.

Pilgrims “can come here and 
learn about the faith,” she said. 
“We will often have a priest that will 
come at a certain time for a half 
hour and give catechesis for anyone 
who wants to. We have catechetical 
materials out for the pilgrims, (or) 
even just a place for them to sit 
down for a few minutes.”

“Our charism is the mercy of 
God,” she said. “Our apostolates 
are usually focused around the 
corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy, which can manifest them-
selves in many ways.”  

Sister Anna Marie, another sister 
at the office, adds that “the conse-
crated life is a sign of his presence 
on earth.”

“We live our vows so that when 
people see us, they think of God, 
and they think of Jesus, and they 
think of the Church. That’s a tre-
mendous privilege.”

On how people will often ask her 
about her life as a religious, Sr. 
Anna Marie said she is excited to 
answer their questions.

“It’s a gift not only for me, but a 
gift for the whole Church and for 
the world,” she said.

By Agostino Bono,
Catholic News Service
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Esto es sobre algo más que los baños
A principios de este año me encontré con un 

baño “todo género” en el aeropuerto de una 
gran ciudad americana. Nunca había visto tal 
cosa. Le tomó una foto. Me sorprendió como 
algo extraño, ciertamente no es algo que yo 
esperaría encontrar en Oklahoma, por ejemplo. 
Eso puede estar a punto de cambiar.

Los medios de comunicación han estado 
destacando los intentos legales recientes en 
algunos estados para mantener a los niños 
fuera de los baños de la niña y viceversa. Esta 
última controversia sobre los baños es una 
manifestación del nuevo campo de batalla 
sobre el “género”. Esta batalla, sin embargo, 
va más allá de quién puede usar cual baño. De 
acuerdo con las reglas emitidas por el gobierno 
de Obama las escuelas públicas ya no pueden 
diferenciar entre niños y niñas en cuanto su 
sexo biológico, pero ahora 
han de reconocer y aceptar 
su “identidad de género 
personal”. Esta es la base 
para lo que les permite 
elegir cual baño usar.

La llamada identidad de 
género, de acuerdo con 
los teóricos de género, es 
una cuestión de expresión 
personal en lugar de la bi-
ológica. En consecuencia, si 
un muchacho se identifica 
a sí mismo como una chica 
a continuación, debería 
estar autorizados a utilizar 
el baño o áreas de la chi-
cas en cualquier escuela 
que acepta financiación del 
gobierno. No se necesita 
mucho tiempo para imaginar las consecuen-
cias extrañas que esta forma de pensar y el es-
tablecimiento de la política pública y ley tendrá 
en el futuro.

Los esfuerzos para resistir la imposición de 
esta ideología de género que ya están cum-
pliendo con una fuerte resistencia por parte 
del gobierno federal y poderosas fuerzas 

sobre la familia. 
El Papa Francisco 
escribe: 

Otro desafío 
surge de diver-
sas formas de 
una ideología, 
genéricamente 
llamada gen-
der, que «niega 
la diferencia y la 
reciprocidad natural de hombre y de mujer. 
Esta presenta una sociedad sin diferencias de 
sexo, y vacía el fundamento antropológico de la 
familia. Esta ideología lleva a proyectos educa-
tivos y directrices legislativas que promueven 
una identidad personal y una intimidad afec-
tiva radicalmente desvinculadas de la di-
versidad biológica entre hombre y mujer. La 
identidad humana viene determinada por una 
opción individualista, que también cambia con 
el tiempo». 

Como con todas las nuevas ideologías esta se 
presenta como indisputable y absoluta. Visiona 
un nuevo y valiente mundo en que las creatu-
ras se aciertan como creadores de su propia 
realidad. Esto es demoniaco.  

El Papa Francisco continúa … Una cosa es 
comprender la fragilidad humana o la com-
plejidad de la vida, y otra cosa es aceptar 
ideologías que pretenden partir en dos los 
aspectos inseparables de la realidad. No caig-
amos en el pecado de pretender sustituir al 
Creador. Somos creaturas, no somos omnip-
otentes. Lo creado nos precede y debe ser 
recibido como don. Al mismo tiempo, somos 
llamados a custodiar nuestra humanidad, y 
eso significa ante todo aceptarla y respetarla 
como ha sido creada (Amoris Laetitia 56). 

No soy un alarmista, pero parece claro que 
las líneas de batalla se están elaborando con 
mucha claridad. Y estos son algo más que la 
extralimitación del gobierno. Esta es una bat-
alla espiritual entre la luz y la oscuridad. ¡San 
Miguel Arcángel, defiéndenos en la batalla!

económicas que están decididos a avanzar la 
reinterpretación radical de la persona humana 
y las relaciones. En los últimos años, muchos 
estadounidenses estaban asombrados por la 
rapidez con que la opinión pública, las normas 
y leyes culturales cambian con respecto a la 
aceptación del llamado matrimonio homosex-
ual. 

Hoy en día cualquier persona que cuestiona 
la conveniencia de equiparar las uniones 
homosexuales con el matrimonio tradicional 
se etiqueta un intolerante, un homófobo y un 
“enemigo”. Las duras sanciones económicas y 
las leyes que se están promulgando amenazan 
a los individuos, las empresas y otras asocia-
ciones que disienten de esta nueva ortodoxia 
radical que está siendo avanzado por una po-
derosa red de intereses especiales. 

Lo que los proponentes 
han llamado “igualdad en 
el matrimonio” fue sólo 
el comienzo. La ideología 
de género es el siguiente 
tsunami que amenaza con 
barrer siglos de sabiduría 
humana aceptada acerca 
de las diferencias de com-
plementariedad y real entre 
hombres y mujeres. Estas 
diferencias no son sólo 
acerca de la auto-expresión 
y de elección personal. 
La ciencia, la filosofía, 
la teología y la sabiduría 
acumulada de todas las 
culturas han reconocido 
que estas diferencias tienen 
su origen en algo real y 

objetivo. Ellos tienen sus raíces en la biología y 
más fundamentalmente, que tienen sus raíces 
en el diseño del Creador. 

La reciente Exhortación Apostólica del Papa 
Francisco, “La Alegría del Amor”, reconoce 
la amenaza que plantea esta nueva ideología 
radical de género. Fue el objeto de mucha 
discusión en el reciente Sínodo de los obispos 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – Sean 
campeones en el campo de juego; 
pero sobre todo, sean campeones 
en la vida, les dijo el papa Fran-
cisco a los jugadores de futbol 
profesional que se enfrentarían 
para competir por la copa de la 
liga italiana.

“Siempre glorifiquen lo que es 
verdaderamente bueno y bello por 
medio de un testimonio sincero 
de los valores que deben de car-
acterizar un deporte auténtico. 
Y no teman mostrarle al mundo 
de los aficionados que los siguen, 
con serenidad y aplomo, los prin-
cipios morales y religiosos con 
los que ustedes quieren llenar su 
vida”, dijo. 

El papa hizo sus comentar-
ios el 20 de mayo durante una 
audiencia especial en la que se 
reunió con dueños de equipos, 
entrenadores, personal admin-
istrativo y jugadores del equipo 

Sean ustedes campeones en el campo de juego y en la vida, les dice el papa a 
los jugadores italianos que han llegado al encuentro final de la copa italiana

italiano del Milán y del Ju-
ventus, que se enfrentarían 
más tarde, el 21 de mayo 
en el estadio Olímpico de 
Roma. El Juventus bus-
caría su segunda copa con-
secutiva de la liga italiana 
y el título anual. 

El papa Francisco, afi-
cionado él mismo de hueso 
colorado, les dijo a los presentes 
lo mucho que apreciaba el talento 
profesional de todos ellos y “las bel-
las tradiciones que distinguen a sus 
respectivos equipos y al mundo del 
futbol soccer en general”. 

Y el papa les recordó a los 
jugadores estrella que un gran 
número de aficionados, especial-
mente jóvenes, los admiraban. 
“De esta manera, ustedes están 
llamados a actuar de tal modo 
para que ellos siempre vean en 
ustedes las cualidades humanas 
de un atleta que se dedica a de-

mostrar los auténticos valores del 
deporte”. 

El éxito de un equipo, de hecho, 
depende en una serie completa de 
“virtudes humanas: armonía, leal-
tad, habilidad para lograr amigos y 
para establecer diálogo con soli-
daridad. Esos son valores espiri-
tuales que se convierten en valores 
deportivos”, dijo. 

Al poner en práctica estos val-
ores morales, dijo, los atletas 
pueden subrayar el verdadero 
propósito de las actividades de-
portivas, que “están, a veces, 
marcadas por eventos negativos, 

también”.
Y esto se reduce a 

recordar que, además de 
ser jugadores de soccer, 
son siempre, primero, seres 
humanos,, dijo el papa. Son 
personas con limitaciones 
y virtudes; “pero sobretodo 
con una conciencia que, 
espero, esté siempre ilu-

minada por una relación con Dios, 
también”.

Y el papa les dijo que siempre se 
aseguren de que el aspecto hu-
mano con el aspecto atlético estén 
siempre en armonía. 

“Sean ustedes campeones en 
el deporte; pero sobretodo, sean 
campeones en la vida”, dijo.

En tiempo extra 21 de mayo, el 
Juventus superó al AC Milán por 
un gol a cero, a cargo de Álvaro 
Morata, con pase del mexicano J. 
Cuadrado.

Por Carol Glatz,
Catholic News Service
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“Vida” en Amoris Laetitia
¡El documento Papal está lleno de ella!

Me impresiona la cantidad 
que la palabra “vida” aparece en 
este documento post sinodal. La 
palabra aparece más de 130 veces 
y está en cada capítulo del docu-
mento. Puesto que Dios es Amor y 
es el Camino, la Verdad y la Vida 
está claro por qué en un docu-
mento sobre el amor en la familia 
se habla tanto de él. La presencia 
de Dios en la familia, la igle-
sia doméstica, significa que el 
amor, la vida y la alegría es-
tarán presentes ahí también.

He aquí algunas citas sobre 
la vida tomadas de “Amoris 
Laetitia”. 

11. La pareja que ama y 
genera la vida es la verdad-
era «escultura» viviente —no 
aquella de piedra u oro que 
el Decálogo prohíbe—, capaz 
de manifestar al Dios creador 
y salvador. Por eso el amor 
fecundo llega a ser el sím-
bolo de las realidades íntimas de 
Dios… La capacidad de generar de 
la pareja humana es el camino por 
el cual se desarrolla la historia de 
la salvación.

27. Cristo ha introducido como 
emblema de sus discípulos sobre 
todo la ley del amor y del don de 
sí a los demás, y lo hizo a través 
de un principio que un padre o 
una madre suelen testimoniar en 
su propia existencia: «Nadie tiene 
amor más grande que el que da 
la vida por sus amigos». Fruto del 
amor son también la misericordia 
y el perdón. En esta línea, es muy 
emblemática la escena que mues-
tra a una adúltera en la explanada 
del templo de Jerusalén, rodeada 
de sus acusadores, y luego sola 
con Jesús que no la condena y la 
invita a una vida más digna.

88. El amor vivido en las famil-
ias es una fuerza constante para 
la vida de la Iglesia. «El fin unitivo 
del matrimonio es una llamada 
constante a acrecentar y profun-

dizar este amor. En su unión de 
amor los esposos experimentan 
la belleza de la paternidad y la 
maternidad; comparten proyec-
tos y fatigas, deseos y aficiones; 
aprenden a cuidarse el uno al otro 
y a perdonarse mutuamente. En 
este amor celebran sus momentos 
felices y se apoyan en los episodios 
difíciles de su historia de vida 

[...] La belleza del don recíproco y 
gratuito, la alegría por la vida que 
nace y el cuidado amoroso de todos 
sus miembros, desde los pequeños 
a los ancianos, son sólo algunos de 
los frutos que hacen única e insus-
tituible la respuesta a la vocación 
de la familia», tanto para la Iglesia 
como para la sociedad entera.

163. La prolongación de la vida 
hace que se produzca algo que no 
era común en otros tiempos: la rel-
ación íntima y la pertenencia mu-
tua deben conservarse por cuatro, 
cinco o seis décadas, y esto se con-
vierte en una necesidad de volver 
a elegirse una y otra vez. Quizás 
el cónyuge ya no está apasionado 
por un deseo sexual intenso que le 
mueva hacia la otra persona, pero 
siente el placer de pertenecerle y 
que le pertenezca, de saber que no 
está solo, de tener un «cómplice», 
que conoce todo de su vida y de su 
historia y que comparte todo. Es el 
compañero en el camino de la vida 
con quien se pueden enfrentar las 

Por Pedro A. Moreno, O.P.
Director, Oficina de Ministerio Hispano

dificultades y disfrutar las cosas 
lindas. 

Eso también produce una sat-
isfacción que acompaña al querer 
propio del amor conyugal. No po-
demos prometernos tener los mis-
mos sentimientos durante toda la 
vida. En cambio, sí podemos tener 
un proyecto común estable, com-
prometernos a amarnos y a vivir 

unidos hasta que la muerte 
nos separe, y vivir siempre 
una rica intimidad. El amor 
que nos prometemos supera 
toda emoción, sentimiento o 
estado de ánimo, aunque pu-
eda incluirlos. 

Es un querer más hondo, 
con una decisión del corazón 
que involucra toda la exis-
tencia. Así, en medio de un 
conflicto no resuelto, y aun-
que muchos sentimientos 
confusos den vueltas por el 
corazón, se mantiene viva 

cada día la decisión de amar, de 
pertenecerse, de compartir la vida 
entera y de permanecer amando y 
perdonando. Cada uno de los dos 
hace un camino de crecimiento y 
de cambio personal. En medio de 
ese camino, el amor celebra cada 
paso y cada nueva etapa.

227. Los pastores debemos 
alentar a las familias a crecer en 
la fe. Para ello es bueno animar a 
la confesión frecuente, la dirección 
espiritual, la asistencia a retiros. 
Pero no hay que dejar de invitar 
a crear espacios semanales de 
oración familiar, porque «la familia 
que reza unida permanece unida». 
A su vez, cuando visitemos los 
hogares, deberíamos convocar a 
todos los miembros de la familia 
a un momento para orar unos por 
otros y para poner la familia en las 
manos del Señor. 

Al mismo tiempo, conviene alen-
tar a cada uno de los cónyuges 
a tener momentos de oración en 
soledad ante Dios, porque cada 

uno tiene sus cruces secretas. 
¿Por qué no contarle a Dios lo 
que perturba al corazón, o pedirle 
la fuerza para sanar las propias 
heridas, e implorar las luces que 
se necesitan para poder mantener 
el propio compromiso? Los Padres 
sinodales también remarcaron 
que «la Palabra de Dios es fuente 
de vida y espiritualidad para la 
familia. 

Toda la pastoral familiar deberá 
dejarse modelar interiormente y 
formar a los miembros de la igle-
sia doméstica mediante la lectura 
orante y eclesial de la Sagrada 
Escritura. La Palabra de Dios no 
sólo es una buena nueva para la 
vida privada de las personas, sino 
también un criterio de juicio y una 
luz para el discernimiento de los 
diversos desafíos que deben afron-
tar los cónyuges y las familias».

324. Bajo el impulso del Es-
píritu, el núcleo familiar no sólo 
acoge la vida generándola en su 
propio seno, sino que se abre, sale 
de sí para derramar su bien en 
otros, para cuidarlos y buscar su 
felicidad. Esta apertura se expresa 
particularmente en la hospital-
idad, alentada por la Palabra de 
Dios de un modo sugestivo: «no 
olvidéis la hospitalidad: por ella 
algunos, sin saberlo, hospedaron 
a ángeles». 

Cuando la familia acoge y sale 
hacia los demás, especialmente 
hacia los pobres y abandonados, 
es «símbolo, testimonio y partic-
ipación de la maternidad de la 
Iglesia». El amor social, reflejo de 
la Trinidad, es en realidad lo que 
unifica el sentido espiritual de la 
familia y su misión fuera de sí, 
porque hace presente el kerygma 
con todas sus exigencias comu-
nitarias. La familia vive su espir-
itualidad propia siendo al mismo 
tiempo una iglesia doméstica y 
una célula vital para transformar 
el mundo.

Después de llegar a 
Ciudad Juárez, Méx-
ico, el 9 de mayo por 
avión desde Panamá, 
migrantes cubanos 
son vistos en el cruce 
de la frontera Esta-
dos Unidos-México 
en El Paso, Texas. El 
grupo es parte de un 
programa piloto al 
cual los países cen-
troamericanos han 
acordado que permite 
que los cubanos en-
tren a Estados Unidos.   
(Foto CNS-José Luis 
González, Reuters)

 

Los padres dominicos Francis 
Orozco y Thomas Schaefgen, que 
aparecen en esta ilustración, 
empezarán el 29 de mayo su 
peregrinaje de 478 millas (769.26 
kilómetros) desde Nueva Orleans 
hasta Memphis, Tennessee, que 
durará un mes. Los frailes viajarán 
sin ningún dinero encima y espe-
ran que otras personas se les unan 
en el camino, algunas horas, para 
rezar con ellos o discutir temas de 
Fe. Tienen planeado pernoctar en iglesias católicas del paso. Las perso-
nas interesadas pueden acompañar a los dos frailes jóvenes a través del 
sitio de la red que se puede encontrar bajo el título de friarsonfoot.word-
press.com. (Ilustración CNS-Cortesía de Southern Dominican Province)

Inmigrantes Cubanos llegan a México, 
cruzan a Estados Unidos

Dos frailes 
dominicos 
inician una 

peregrinación, a 
pie, por un mes



Briefs
Memorial Day Mass
Memorial Day Mass will be Mon-
day, May 30, at Resurrection 
Cemetery chapel, 7801 Northwest 
Expressway. The 8 a.m. Mass 
will be celebrated by Archbishop 
Coakley, and the 11 a.m. Mass 
will be celebrated by Archbishop 
Emeritus Beltran. All ground dec-
orations will be picked up a week 
from Memorial Day. Decorations 
families wish to keep need to be 
picked up before June 6. 

Memorial Day Mass
Memorial Day Mass at 11 a.m. on 
May 30 at St. Patrick Cemetery 
in Lockridge on 234th, between 
Council Rd. and County Line Rd. 
Fr. Murphy will officiate. Fr. Mur-
phy’s 25th Jubilee celebrated after 
Mass. Bring a covered dish and 
lawn chair. Call Kathy Haskett 
Miller at (405) 446-4588.

Birth Choice volunteers needed
There are many ways to get in-
volved in the organization. Birth 
Choice is in serious need of vol-
unteers who will administer preg-
nancy tests, mentor clients and 
help with clerical work. Contact 
Barbara at (405) 606-8428.
 
Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting
Held at 7 p.m. every Thursday 
in the Catholic Pastoral Center 
chapel and Rm. C-1. Bring your 
Bible. Contact Toni Calvey at (405) 
630-0539, toni-calvey1900@gmail.
com or visit www.spiritOKC.org.

Discovering God together: 
Raising faithful kids
Join us for a Summit on Evan-
gelization in the Family with Dr. 
Greg and Lisa Popcak,
Saturday, June 11, 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Pre-registration re-
quired. Talks focus on: Passing 
faith to children, how the Church 
can help families be successful, 
practical advice for evangelization 
and catechesis. The summit is 
a joint effort of the Office of New 
Evangelization and the Office of 
Family Life. $10 registration fee 
includes lunch and materials. Fi-
nancial assistance available.

Register for OLOG summer 
camp
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Summer Camp is open to youth 
going into grade 4 through grade 
12. Activities include crafts, hik-
ing, swimming (in-ground pool), 
fishing, water sports, volleyball, 
canoeing, archery, scripture 
adventures, talent show, soccer, 
campfires and drama. Total cost 
per camper is $300, with deposit 
due at registration. Scholarship 
assistance available. Download 
forms or register online at www.
archokc.org/youth-and-young-
adult-office/summer-camp. Call 
(405) 721-9220.

Ya comenzaron las inscripciones 
para el Campamento de Verano
El Campamento de Verano de 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 

está abierto para cualquier alumno 
que ha terminado el tercer grado 
hasta el 12. Las actividades in-
cluyen artesanías, caminatas, 
natación (en piscina), pesca, 
deportes acuáticos, voleibol, tiro 
con arco, aventuras con las Escrit-
uras, concurso de talentos, fútbol, 
fogatas y drama. El costo total es 
$300 por persona, con depósito al 
inscribirse. Ofrecen becas par-
ciales. Puede bajar el formulario de 
inscripción o regístrese por inter-
net www.archokc.org/youth-and-
young-adult-office/summer-camp. 
Llamar para más información: 
(405) 721-9220.

Pilgrimages to archdiocesan 
Holy Doors of Mercy
During the Jubilee Year of Mercy, 
the opportunity to encounter the 
incredible Mercy of God has been 
made available by Archbishop 
Coakley for pilgrimages to eight 
“Holy Doors of Mercy” sites in 
the archdiocese; seven trips re-
main. St. Mary (Guthrie) of the 
Catholic Daughters of America 
has planned tours. St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, Shawnee, June 11; Blessed 
Sacrament, Lawton, and Holy 
Cross, Madill, July 16; St. Peter, 
Woodward, Sept. 17; St. Wence-
slaus Shrine of the Infant Jesus 
of Prague, Prague, Oct. 23; The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, St. Joseph Old Cathedral, 
OKC, Nov. 12. Contact Gloria Be-
lair at (405) 649-2421, (405) 834-
0596 or gloriab@gbel323.com. 
Study of “Laudato Si”

The Pope Francis Fan Club at 
Epiphany will begin a study of the 
encyclical letter “Laudato Si” on 
Monday, June 13, at 7 p.m. in the 
patio room at Epiphany, 7336 W. 
Britton Road. To register, contact 
Bob Waldrop at music@epiph-
anyokc.com or (405) 722-2110, 
Ext 115. The Pope Francis Fan 
Club meets the second and fourth 
Mondays of the month at 7 p.m. at 
Epiphany.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
training 
The Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd is a program that gives words 
and materials to share Catho-
lic faith with young children. It is 
rooted in the educational princi-
ples of Maria Montessori, the Bible 
and the liturgy of the Church. 
Level 1, Pt. 2 formation training 
available at St. Eugene June 15-
18 and June 22-25. Contact Su-
san Ison at sison@steugeneschool.
org or Christie Ardoin at csardoin@
cox.net.

Garage sale
St. Francis of Assisi garage sale 
will be in the Parish Hall, 1901 
N.W. 18, OKC, on June 16, 1 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.; June 17, 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; and June 18, 8 a.m. to Noon.

“33 Days to Morning Glory” 
retreat
Six-week retreat for men and 
women of the archdiocese. Learn 
what popes say is the “surest, 
easiest, shortest and most perfect 

means” to becoming a saint! Saint 
Louis de Montfort, Saint Maximil-
ian Kolbe, Blessed Mother Teresa, 
and Saint John Paul II will teach 
us how they drew closer to the 
heart of Jesus through the heart of 
Mary. This program by Father Mi-
chael Gaitley, MIC, has sold more 
than two million copies. Summer 
II session: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. on 
Mondays; July 18, July 25, Aug. 
1, Aug. 8, Aug. 15 and Aug. 22. 
Consecration: Aug. 22. Register by 
July 1 for this session. Cost $30. 
Call Dennis or Cindy Case at (405) 
359-0578. 

Trip to Branson
Join Michael Zink June 14-16 
on trip to Branson, Mo., to see 
the play “Moses.” Included in the 
trip will be a performance by the 
Blackwoods and evening dinner 
cruise on the Branson Belle. Three 
days, two nights, $389. Contact 
(405) 314-4120, Michael-thej@cox.
net.

St. Philip Neri small group study
Wisdom & Works of Mercy small 
group study begins at St. Phi-
lip Neri on Aug. 22. Two ses-
sions: Monday afternoons 1:30 
p.m. to 3 p.m. or Monday evenings 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. The 10-part 
study is the next stage in “Hearts 
Afire Parish Based Programs” for 
the New Evangelization and the fol-
low-on to the “33 Days to Morning 
Glory” and “Consoling the Heart 
of Jesus” retreats. Contact Peggy 
Brown, (405) 737-4476.

Pro-life women’s conference
And Then There Were None and 
The Alice Paul Group announce 
the first ever Pro-life Women’s 
Conference: Reclaiming the Nar-

rative June 24-26 at the Hyatt 
Regency, Dallas. Panels and 
breakout sessions include pro-life 
activism, adoption, advocacy, sex 
trafficking, sidewalk counseling, 
pro-life media, grassroots organiz-
ing, new feminism, natural fertility 
care, and being a pro-life activist 
and a stay at home mom. Speakers 
include Kristan Hawkins of Stu-
dents for Life of America, Rebecca 
Kiessling of Save the 1, Amy Ford 
of Embrace Grace, Bethany Bomb-
erger of the Radiance Foundation, 
Destiny Delarosa and Kristen Hat-
ten of New Wave Feminists.

In the footsteps of Bishop 
Meerschaert
Pilgrimage to the religious and 
historical sites of the New Orleans 
area, August 25-29. Sponsored by 
the archdiocesan Office of Wor-
ship and Spiritual Life. Theophile 
Meerschaert, Oklahoma’s first 
bishop, travelled to New Orleans 
many times during his 32 years as 
bishop. Trip includes stops at Ca-
thedral Basilica of St. Louis, King 
of France; Old St. Patrick’s Church 
and other historic churches; Old 
Ursuline Convent and St. Mary’s 
Church; Immaculate Conception 
Parish; The National World War 
II Museum; Oak Alley Plantation; 
dinner cruise on the Mississippi 
River. Cost: Dbl occ. $1,300/per-
son, single occ. $1,600/person; 
Deposit $400 at time of reserva-
tion, includes round-trip air from 
Oklahoma City, hotel accommoda-
tions at the Sheraton New Orle-
ans Hotel (French Quarter), daily 
breakfast, one lunch, three din-
ners, admission to all scheduled 
activities, tips (except hotel room). 
Space is limited. Call (405) 721-
5651, Ext. 158. 
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PHILADELPHIA (CNA/EWTN News) – The Sisters of the Blessed Sacra-
ment will sell the Pennsylvania estate that hosts their motherhouse and 
the tomb of their founder, Saint Katharine Drexel.

The properties are too large for their current and future needs and for 
their financial resources. The estate northeast of Philadelphia hosts the 
National Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel and her tomb. 

Mother Katharine Drexel came from a prominent Philadelphia family. 
Her congregation especially focused on ministry to African-Americans 
and American Indians. Between 1891 and 1935 she led her order in the 
founding and maintenance of nearly 60 schools and missions, including 
in Oklahoma.

She died in 1955. Pope John Paul II canonized her in 2000. 

St. Katharine Drexel’s sisters 
announce plans to sell their 

motherhouse
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June

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., every Thurs-
day, Catholic Pastoral Center 
chapel and Rm. C-1. Bring 
your Bible. Contact Toni 
Calvey at (405) 630-0539, 
toni-calvey1900@gmail.com or 
visit www.spiritOKC.org.

Feast of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at Immaculate Concep-
tion, OKC, (for June only). 
Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament at 5:30 p.m.; Rec-
onciliation available prior to 
Mass. Mass at 7 p.m. Materi-
als about First Friday Devo-
tion, and consecrating family 
and home to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus available. Contact 
the Office of Family Life, (405) 
721-8944.

The “Church as a Pilgrim Peo-
ple on the Way of Mercy” sum-
mer retreat June 5-7, at St. 
Gregory’s Abby in Shawnee. 
Presenter Fr. Charles Buckley, 
O.S.B. Call (405) 878-5491.

Feast of the Immaculate Heart 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The 15th annual Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma Golf 
Classic at Gaillardia Country 
Club, 5300 Gaillardia Blvd., 
OKC.

The “Heart of the Savior, the 
Heart of God’s Mercy” summer 
retreat June 8-10, at St. Gre-
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gory’s Abby in Shawnee. Pre-
senter Prior Boniface Copelin, 
O.S.B. Call (405) 878-5491.

The “Call to Mercy in the 
Rule of St. Benedict” summer 
retreat June 10-12, at St. 
Gregory’s Abby in Shawnee. 
Presenter Abbot Lawrence, 
O.S.B. Call (405) 878-5491.

Summit on the Evangelization 
in the Family, Saturday, June 
11, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center. The 
Summit is a joint effort of the 
Office of New Evangelization 
and the Office of Family Life. 
Registration fee $10, includes 
lunch and materials. Finan-
cial assistance available. 

Father’s Day.

The fifth annual St. Grego-
ry’s Abbey Golf Tournament 
at Lincoln Park Golf Course, 
4001 N.E. Grand Blvd., OKC. 

Feasts of Sts. John Fisher and 
Thomas More. 

Feast of the Nativity of St. 
John the Baptist.

Feasts of Sts. Peter and Paul.

Feast of the First Martyrs of 
the Holy Roman Church.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus. An unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-
haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation. 
From 9 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. St 
James, 4201 S. McKinley Ave, 
OKC. (405) 420-2527.
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The Catholic Foundation

CORNERSTONE

Charitable Gifts of 
Life Insurance

Why life insurance? Life insurance can be 
a particularly versatile and valuable asset if 
you desire to make a gift to the Church. A gift 
of life insurance can allow a donor to make 
a more substantial contribution than would 
otherwise be possible.

In addition, the Church owning a life in-
surance policy has the option of accessing the 
policy cash value with loans of withdrawals, 
or holding the policy for the death benefit. 
Relatively modest annual premiums can 
mature into a substantial death benefit at the 
donor’s death.

This is further enhanced by the income tax 
charitable deduction the donor receives. The 
donor’s gift essentially costs less. The gift of 
an existing policy is relatively “painless” to 
the donor in several respects.

The transfer is simple; all that is required to 
complete the transfer is a change of owner-
ship form. If giving an existing policy, the 
amount deductible as a charitable contribu-
tion is the lesser of donor’s basis in the policy 
and the policy value.

Please remember the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City in your estate plan.

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115 n www.cfook.org n  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.
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Catholic Charities chapel dedication

Domestic violence 
by the numbers

n National Hotline: (800) 799-
 SAFE (7233), available in 
 150 languages and a 
 resource for women’s 
 services or shelters; 
n Oklahoma ranks 6th in 
 the nation for the number of 
 women killed by men, 
 according to 2013 data 
 published by the Violence 
 Policy Center (VPC); 
n Between 1998 and 2014, 
 Oklahoma lost 1,426 
 victims to domestic violence. 
 In 2014, 93 women, men 
 and children died because 
 of domestic violence, 
 according to VPC;
n According to Oklahoma City 
 Police Chief Bill Citty, there 
 are 36,000 calls for 
 domestic violence a year;
n 6,500 calls were referred to 
 detectives; approximately 
 125 cases per week; 
n Oklahoma uses a Domestic 
 Violence Risk Assessment 
 screening for fi rst responders, 
 helping better elevate each 
 situation. One question is 
 “has he/she ever tried to 
 choke you?” 
n Research found men who 
 choked their partners were 
 10 times more likely to 
 eventually kill them.

Domestic 
violence and 

children 
n In Oklahoma, one-third of 
 all domestic violence 
 homicides are witnessed 
 by children;
n Male children who witness 
 abuse of their mothers by 
 fathers are 50 percent more 
 likely to become men who 
 batter;
n Youth who witness DV are 
 at increased risk for suicide 
 and substance abuse. 

The terror of domestic vio-
lence was the focus of an all-day 
conference organized by the 
Interfaith Alliance of Oklahoma. 
“Making a Difference: A Faithful 
Response from Faith Leadership 
to Domestic Violence and Sexual 
Assault” symposium was at-
tended by more than 200 peo-
ple, including a large number of 
clergy from around the state.

The purpose of the event was 
to bring Oklahoma’s pastors and 
key faith leadership together to 
provide education and training 
to help domestic violence and 
sexual assault victims.

Archbishop Coakley, who led 
the opening prayer, refl ected 
on the pastoral response 
from the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops that de-
clared their stance against 
domestic violence, and their 
support for victims of domes-
tic violence.

“We state as clearly and 
strongly as we can that 
violence against women, 
inside or outside the home, 
is never justifi ed. Violence in 
any form – physical, sexual, 
psychological or verbal – is 
sinful; often, it is a crime as 
well. We have called for a moral 
revolution to replace a culture of 
violence. We acknowledge that 
violence has many forms, many 
causes, and many victims – men 
as well as women.”

The fi rst topic of the morning 
was “Domestic Violence & Sexual 
Assault 101,” presented by Deb 
Stanaland, a domestic abuse sur-
vivor and YWCA’s chief offi cer of 
support services. A certifi ed do-
mestic sexual violence response 
professional, she often testifi es 
as an expert witness in both civil 
and criminal domestic violence 
cases. 

Following Stanaland’s presen-
tation, Lundy Bancroft provided 
the group with information on 
“The Profi le & Tactics of Men 
Who Abuse Women.” Bancroft 

By Judy Hilovsky,

specializes in domestic abuse and 
the behavior of abusive men, and 
is considered one of the world’s 
leading experts on the subject.

The former co-director at 
Emerge, the nation’s fi rst program 
for abusive men, and author of 
multiple books on the subject, 
Bancroft now practices in Mas-
sachusetts while training various 
state and judicial agencies in 
dealing with domestic abuse situ-
ations. The second half of his talk 
was “Emotional Injury & Recovery 
in Children Exposed to Domestic 
Violence.” 

Many reasons were listed for bat-
tered women staying in the home, 

included lack of money, education 
and fear of being safe. Bancroft 
also explained the disturbing twist 
in the law that punishes women 
for not protecting their children 
when being abused, but on the 
fl ip side, courts are likely to man-
date joint custody, thus making it 
harder for the family to escape.

The panel discussion, led by Rev. 
Janie Kirt Morris, included Okla-
homa City Police Chief Bill Citty; 
Lesley March, chief of the attorney 
general’s Victim Services Unit; 
and Stanaland, who talked about 
assessing area resources.

The seminar’s last subject was 
“Domestic Violence: A Faithful 
Response” given by Julie Owens, 
a pastor’s daughter, a survivor 
and active in the fi eld of violence 
against women for 27 years. 

Owens told her story of domestic 
abuse and addressed the need 
for faith communities to become 
proactive in helping women and 
children.

Owens spoke about the crisis of 
faith for these women. They have 
doubts, she said, trying to under-
stand why God has let this hap-
pen or wondering if they are a bad 
person who deserves the abuse. 
Additionally, there is fear and guilt 
about ending the marriage. She 
also called upon faith leaders to 
help victims re-interpret sacred 
texts in ways that value and affi rm 
her worth and help her discover 
God loves her and wants her to 

be safe. Oftentimes her 
abuser is using scriptures 
to justify his actions.

Owens called on faith 
communities to be re-
sources and not road-
blocks to these women. 
She talked about why 
churches are sometimes 
roadblocks, saying clergy 
want to help but worry 
that they are not experts 
on domestic violence. She 
mentioned many may 
hesitate to preach about 
domestic violence, unsure 

what to do if an abused woman 
seeks them for help. Owens pro-
vided four steps to assist survivors.

First, affi rm the person’s act of 
speaking out about the abuse. Use 
strong sentences such as “I believe 
you,” “You are not alone,” and “It’s 
not your fault.” Second, asses the 
survivor’s need to implement a 
safety plan. What can you and the 
faith community do to assist them 
fi nancially, emotionally, and what 
practical steps are needed. Third, 
discuss safety. Reassure the victim 
that their safety is important to 
you and the church community. 
Lastly, refer the victim to domestic 
violence advocates who are experts 
at creating a detailed safety plan 
with the survivor.

Judy Hilovsky is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

Domestic abuse is closer than people think
Clergy, experts discuss how to help
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Archbishop Coakley, 
along with other priests 
from the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, cele-
brated Mass May 20 to 
bless the new Bl. Teresa 
of Calcutta Chapel at 
Catholic Charities.


