
Father John Paul Lewis and Deacon Paul 
Lewis

My dad has always been my biggest hero, so 
his vocation to the diaconate has had a tre-
mendous influence on my own. 

When he was ordained it was a big moment 
for me, because it took this desire that I had 
to be a priest, and made it into a concrete 
idea. Seeing him lay down his life in service to 
others and to the Church showed me what I 

wanted to do. I 
am convinced 
that I probably 

wouldn’t be a priest today had I not seen my 
dad give himself in service to the Church as a 
deacon.

My parents always have been willing to help 
me along the way to ordination, and they were 
the first to tell me how proud and 
grateful they were to have a son with 
a vocation to the priesthood. 

I am so grateful to have a model 
of discipleship like Saint Joseph; to 
have a father who modeled what it’s 
like to follow God, responding in love 
to his call in my life.

Father Joseph P. Schwarz and 
Deacon Max Schwarz

The primary way my father has 
influenced me is by 
first being a lov-
ing husband to my 
mother and father to 
us boys. 

I am truly blessed 
that my father is a 
man of prayer and 
made us go to Mass 
every Sunday grow-
ing up. His vocation 
to the diaconate 
is not a very big 
influence compared 
to his being a father 
and a man of God. 
It is nice to be able 
to talk a little shop 
with him.

My father sup-
ported me in the 
best way possible by 

letting it be my vocation and letting me discern 
the call of God on my own. He supported me 
through prayer and by being someone to talk 
to whenever I needed it.

VATICAN CITY – Guatemalan bishops 
thanked Pope Francis for recognizing the 
martyrdom of Father Stanley Rother of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, the first 
martyr born in the United States.

Eighteen prelates from Guatemala met 
with the pope May 22 during their “ad lim-
ina” visit, presenting him with an embroi-
dered image of the slain American priest. 

Bishop Gonzalo de Villa Vasquez of Solo-
la-Chimaltenango, the diocese where Father 
Rother lived, worked and died, said the 
priest who is to be beatified in September is 
one of many priests and laity in the country 
who gave their lives for Christ during the 
country’s brutal 1960-1996 civil war.

“That was the reason for this conversa-
tion, because we are the heirs of a martyred 
church,” Bishop de Villa told Catholic News 
Service. 

The bishop said he was moved by the 

pope’s affection and concern for the people 
of Guatemala, a closeness shared by Father 
Rother, who served as a missionary to the 
indigenous people of Santiago Atitlan until 
his murder on July 28, 1981. 

Father Rother, he said, was a man who 
was “very close to the people,” seen not 
only in learning the local Mayan Tz’utujil 
language, but also in translating the New 
Testament into their native tongue.

Parishioners in Santiago Atitlan grew 
close to Father Rother as well. Finding it 
difficult to pronounce or translate his first 
name, the locals affectionately called him 
by their translation of his middle name: 
“Padre Apla’s” (“Father Francis”). 

However, it was his willingness to lay 
down his life for his parishioners that “de-
fines him most,” Bishop de Villa said. 

Priests and religious in Guatemala were 
targeted when government forces cracked 
down on leftist rebels supported by the 
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Go Make Disciples

Deacons’ lives of service inspire sons to become priests

Congratulations
graduates!

Turn to pages 7-14 for the 
Sooner Catholic graduation section.  

Guatemalan Catholics are heirs of a martyred 
church, bishop says

By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

Bishop Gonzalo Villa of the Diocese of Sololá in Guatemala 
presented a portrait of Servant of God Fr. Stanley Rother to 
Pope Francis on May 22 in Rome. Fr. Rother will be beat-
ified in Oklahoma City in September. He died as a martyr 
while serving in the Diocese of Sololá. Photo provided. 

By Brianna Osborne 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 18

In honor of Father’s Day on June 18, here are grateful words of four archdiocesan priests whose fathers are deacons

continued on page 20

Father’s Day

Father John Paul Lewis and Deacon 
Paul Lewis. Photos Cara Koeing/
Sooner Catholic.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org. 

a Deacon Kelly Edwards 
will be ordained a priest 
at 10 a.m. June 24 at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help. Reception 
following at the Connor 
Center. The ordination and 
reception is open to the pub-
lic. For more information on 
vocations, go online to www.
archokc.org/vocations/home 
or call (405) 721-9351.

aBingo will be held at St. 
James, 41st and S. McKinley, 
June 22. All games $10. Food 
and drink available for pur-
chase at 5:45. Bingo starts at 
6:30. Included are door priz-
es. Players receive an entry 
into big screen TV drawing in 
October and recognition for 
players born in June. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

1917 was a momentous year in many ways. The 
world was already at war and the United States was 
entering the fray in the conflict that we know today 
as World War I. There was revolution in Russia and 
atheistic communism was gaining a foothold in that 
proud country. Our Lady appeared to three shepherd 
children at Fatima, Portugal, urging them to pray the 
Rosary for conversion and for peace. 

In August, 1917, American bishops and represen-
tatives of 68 dioceses, 27 Catholic organizations and 
the Catholic press met in Washington, D.C. to coor-
dinate their efforts in response to the considerable 
challenges of those times. That meeting in Washing-
ton eventually resulted in the organization that we 
know as the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB). 

As they did 100 years 
ago, the bishops of the 
United States are now 
inviting many Catholic 
leaders, organizations 
and apostolates to 
participate in an event 
called the “Convocation 
of Catholic Leaders: The 
Joy of the Gospel in 
America.”

The “Convocation of 
Catholic Leaders” will 
be held in Orlando from 
July 1-4. Bishops from 
across the United States 
will be bringing delega-
tions to reflect together 
on Pope Francis’s call 
to missionary disciple-
ship as laid out in his 
foundational apostolic 
exhortation, “Evangelii 
Gaudium” (the Joy of the 
Gospel). 

In addition to the 
3,000 leaders who will 
travel to Orlando to par-
ticipate as part of a del-
egation or as members 
of an invited apostolate 
or movement, even more 
Catholic leaders will be following the convocation 
events through streaming and engaging in conversa-
tions digitally through social media. 

In the “Joy of the Gospel,” Pope Francis reminds 
us that “The Gospel joy that enlivens the community 
of disciples is a missionary joy” (EG 21). Each of us 
are called to missionary discipleship and to witness 
Christ to the world. The pope calls us to a pastoral 
and missionary conversion that cannot leave things 
as they presently are. He summons the Church from 
maintenance to mission.

“Pastoral ministry in a missionary key seeks to 
abandon the complacent attitude that says: ‘We have 

always done it this way.’ 
I invite everyone to be 
bold and creative in this 
task of rethinking the 
goals, structures, style 
and methods of evange-
lization in their respec-
tive communities” (EG 
33).

As 1917 was a tumul-
tuous year, 2017 is witnessing seismic changes as 
well. There are massive cultural and ethnic shifts 
affecting the Catholic population of the United States. 
The phenomena of globalization and instantaneous 
communication present both challenges and opportu-
nities.

Changing demographics and 
massive movements of people 
within our own country and 
around the world are resulting 
in more and more people who 
are excluded, invisible or living 
on the peripheries of society. A 
“throw away culture” that treats 
people as things or commodities 
has eroded respect for life and 
the dignity of human persons.

These are just some of the ele-
ments of the changing landscape 
that we will identify and reflect 
upon as part of the process 
at the convocation. Of course, 
participants will strategize new 
pastoral responses to these chal-
lenges as well.

  I will be leading a delegation 
of more than a dozen members 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. We will be sharing some 
of what we have been learning 
from our own discernment and 
pastoral planning with the other 
participants from around the 
country. 

One of the desired outcomes is 
that members of each local team 
will learn from one another and 

the many other delegations, and return enriched and 
prepared to respond more effectively to the invitation 
to live the joy of the Gospel and missionary disciple-
ship in the United States today.

Having just celebrated the Solemnity of Pentecost, I 
am especially mindful that the Holy Spirit will be the 
chief agent of a successful convocation. The days of 
the convocation will be structured to provide ample 
time for prayer, adoration, Mass and opportunities 
for reflection and dialog so that the Holy Spirit can 
guide the process. 

Please pray for the success of this historic event 
and for our archdiocesan delegation. 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

A national conversation

God our Father, 
You guide everything in 

wisdom and love.
Accept the prayers we offer 

for our nation.
In your goodness, watch 

over those in authority so that 
people everywhere may enjoy 
freedom, security and peace.

We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

June 11 – Confirmation, 10 a.m., Holy Cross, Madill
June 13-16 – U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Spring General Meeting, Indianapolis
June 17 – Mass for 50th anniversary of Charismatic Renewal in OKC, 11 a.m., Sacred Heart, OKC
June 17 – The Center of Family Love Gift of Love Gala, 6 p.m., National Cowboy and Western Heritage 
          Museum, OKC
June 18 – Confirmation, 11:15 a.m., St. Helen, Frederick
June 20 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
June 20 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Frances de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 21 – Keynote speaker for Presbyteral Assembly, Rochester, Minn.
June 22 – Rother Beatification Team meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
June 23 – Holy Hour and dinner with priests of the archdiocese, 5 p.m., CPC
June 24 – Priesthood ordination, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
June 25 – Mass and groundbreaking ceremony, 11 a.m., St. Francis of Assisi, OKC

Prayer for the 2017 Convocation of 
Catholic Leaders

 

O Holy Spirit, you who first en-
kindled in our hearts the joy of 
the Gospel, renew that same 

joy in those who are preparing for the 
Convocation of Catholic Leaders.

Enflame the hearts of our bishops 
and their diocesan delegations; leaders 
of national organizations and move-
ments; clergy, religious and laity; all 
who make this event possible; and 
Catholic leaders across the United 
States.

Move us to welcome the word of life in 
the depths of our hearts and respond to 
the call of missionary discipleship.

O Holy Spirit, transform our hearts 
and enable us to enter into the perfect 
communion that you share with the 
Father and the Son.

Mary, Star of the New Evangelization, 
pray for us. 

Amen.
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Annual Catholic Appeal passes $3 million

The 2017 Annual Catholic Appeal of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City has 
raised more than $3.2 million toward 

the overall goal of $3.5 million. 
Commitments for the appeal have come from 

parishioners in all 108 parishes and mission 
churches of the archdiocese. 

“We are delighted by the progress thus far 
in the appeal and continue to work toward 
achieving the 2017 goal,” said Peter de Keratry, 
executive director of Stewardship and Develop-
ment for the archdiocese.

Archbishop Coakley chose the theme of this 
year’s appeal “God’s Light Shines Through 
Us” to articulate that God is within each of us 
and it is up to us to bring the light of Christ to 
others.

“I am continually delighted and humbled by 
the generosity of the people of the archdiocese,” 
Archbishop Coakley said.

Proceeds from the 2017 Annual Catholic Ap-
peal make possible important ministry across 
the archdiocese, including faith formation, 
religious education, youth, young adult and 

campus ministry, Hispanic ministry and a vari-
ety of other ministries. 

The Annual Catholic Appeal is the single 
largest source of income to make possible the 
shared ministries of the Church throughout 
the archdiocese.

Twenty-seven parishes have made their goal 
in the 2017 Annual Catholic Appeal with an-
other nine parishes at more than 90 percent of 
their goal. Work continues to achieve the 2017 
appeal goal, and all gifts are gratefully accepted 
at archokc.org/appeal.

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City • PO Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123 • 405-709-2745

Please visit www.archokc.org/appeal to make your online giftAnnual Catholic Appeal 2017

Thank YouY
Blessed Sacrament, Lawton
Christ the King, OKC
Epiphany of the Lord, OKC
Holy Cross, Madill
Holy Name, Shattuck
Immaculate Conception, Seminole
Mother of Sorrows, Apache
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Hollis
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Sterling 
Our Lady of Sorrows, Chandler
Our Lady of Victory, Purcell
Sacred Heart, El Reno
Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC
Saint Andrew, Moore

Saint Anthony of Padua, Okeene
Saint Eugene, OKC 
Saint Francis of Assisi, Newkirk 
Saint Francis of Assisi, OKC 
Saint Helen, Frederick
Saint Joseph, Union City
Saint Louis, Stroud 
Saint Mark the Evangelist, Norman 
Saint Michael, Goltry 
Saint Richard, Carnegie 
Saint Robert Bellarmine, Jones 
Saint Thomas Apostle, Seiling 
Saint Thomas More University, Norman

And congratulations to the 
churches achieving the 2017 
Annual Catholic Appeal goal!

Bishops, Rother family celebrate new Fr. Rother building
OKARCHE – Archbishop Coak-

ley joined Archbishop Emeritus 
Beltran, Bishop Edward Weisen-
burger of Salina, Father Rother’s 
family and parishioners of Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church on May 
24 to dedicate and bless the new 
Father Stanley Rother Administra-
tive Building. 

It is the 
first build-
ing in the 
archdiocese 
to be named 
for Father 
Rother, 
who will be 
beatified 
Sept. 23 in 
downtown 
Oklahoma 
City. Father 
Rother is 
the first recognized U.S. martyr 
and will be the first U.S.-born 
priest to be beatified – the last step 
before sainthood.

Following a reading by Father 
Rother’s sister, Sister Marita, 

A.S.C., the three 
bishops cut 
the red ribbon 
stretched across 
the front of the 
entryway. Arch-

bishop Coakley blessed the build-
ing’s new spaces, which include a 
gift shop. 

The bishops, priests, deacons 
and Knights of Columbus pro-
cessed across the street to the 

church for Mass where each 
bishop spoke about the parish 
community in Okarche and Fa-
ther Rother’s examples of love, 
faith and devotion.

Archbishop Coakley remind-
ed those in attendance that 
while Father Rother was called 
to be a priest and to serve the 
Mayan people of Santiago Atit-
lan, Guatemala, at the cost of 
his life, we are all called to say 

“yes” to what God has planned for 
us and to live lives of saints.   

Father John Peter Swaminathan, 
pastor of Holy Trinity, added, “We 
are so grateful for the support 
and participation of our bishops, 
clergy, parishioners and Father 
Rother’s family in the celebra-
tion of one of our own – Stanley 
Rother. We will continue to follow 
Father Stan’s courageous witness 
of God’s love and the Good News 
of the Gospel as we prepare for his 
beatification.”

For more information on the 
Beatification Mass, go online to 
stanleyrother.org.

Bishop Weisenburger, Archbisop Coakley and Archbishop Bel-
tran cut the ribbon to dedicate the Fr. Rother building. 

Photos Diane Clay and Cara Koeing/Sooner 
Catholic.



As I was going through my immense library of pic-
tures, one stood out and has become the origin of this 
reflection. I was looking at a picture of the great mar-

tyr from Poland, Saint 
Maximilian Kolbe, 
O.F.M. Conv.

I immediately identi-
fied with him through 
his photograph. This 
saint seemed so hu-
man. This saint, 
through this picture 
showed me dedication 

to a cause and some imperfections. I am referring to 
his desk. Saint Maximilian Kolbe, O.F.M. Conv., had 
a very messy desk! So much for 
the connection between cleanli-
ness and godliness. 

So many wonderful virtues 
and such a dedicated life; so 
many beautiful writings and so 
many acts of sacrificial love; so 
many examples of Christ-cen-
teredness; and I am attracted 
to his desk etiquette.

For those who are unfamiliar 
with this great saint from the 
last great war, Saint Maximil-
ian Kolbe was a Polish Con-
ventual Franciscan friar and 
his life came to an end in the 
German death camp of Auschwitz during World War 
II. Someone else was to be punished with death and 
he offered the German military his own life instead. 
He was martyred. 

An important aspect of his ministry was how he 

promoted 
devotion and 
consecration to 
the Immaculate 
Virgin Mary. He 
is sometimes 
referred to as 
the Apostle of 
Consecration to 
Mary. The origin of love of Mary had much to do with 
a vision he had of her when he was only 12. Here is a 
quote from his writings regarding that supernatural 
event: 

“That night I asked the Mother of God what was 
to become of me. Then, she came to me holding two 

crowns, one white, 
the other red. She 
asked me if I was 
willing to accept ei-
ther of these crowns. 
The white one meant 
that I should perse-
vere in purity, and 
the red that I should 
become a martyr. 
I said that I would 
accept them both.”

One year later, he 
joined the Conventu-
al Franciscans with 
his brother. By the 

end of his religious studies, he had earned two doc-
torate degrees and was eager to put them to work.

Ordained a priest in 1918, Kolbe became a publish-
er. His primary publication was titled, “Rycerz Niepo-

kalanej” (Knight of the Immaculate). 
In addition to the publishing, he 
also founded monasteries in both 
Japan and India, but returned to 
Poland in 1936. Five years later, he 
would be killed at Auschwitz.

Such a life of love, filled with 
thousands of points for reflection 
on spirituality and holiness, and I 
am stuck on his messy desk. Why? 
Well, I can assure you that it has 
a lot more to do with the fact that I 
have a messy desk too! 

What brings me hope, what 
brings me joy in this little-known 
photograph is that it contains an 
important kernel of truth – we can 
be living in an intimate relationship 
with Jesus Christ, living a grace-
filled life of holiness and still have 
many imperfections! 

We can have character traits that 
drive our spouses and children cra-
zy, we can have personality issues 
that drive our co-workers to tears, 
we can even have a very messy 
desk, but still be faithful disciples 
giving a witness to others of per-
sonal sanctity.

Imperfections do not impede 
holiness. This is not an excuse to 
give up trying to deal with these 
imperfections, just a clear sign that 
you can still become a saint in spite 
of them. Sanctity and imperfections 
in daily life can go together. This is 
hope-filled good news.  

I don’t think this will ever be-
come official, but I’ll say it anyway 
… Saint Maximilian Kolbe, patron 
saint of messy desks, pray for us. 

Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley
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Please download the archdiocesan Smart Phone App at 
archokc.org/app. The App is available for both Apple and 

Android Devices. The app is free and includes an interactive map of 
parishes and schools along with prayers, information on vocations, 
and the latest Sooner Catholic newspaper. In addition you can live 

stream Oklahoma Catholic Radio anywhere in the world.

Check out our new app!

Sanctity and the imperfections 
in our daily lives

Grace is the primary essential element

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Office of 
Hispanic Ministry 
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What is your 
home parish? 

My home 
parish is Saint 
Thomas More in 
Norman.

What seminary 
do you attend? 

I attend Saint 
John Vianney 
Theological Sem-
inary in Denver.

If it is God’s will, what year will you 
be ordained a priest? 

2022.

What advice would you give to some-
one discerning a call to the priest-
hood? 

If you are discerning a call, don’t keep 
it a secret. One of the most important 
things to do in your spiritual life is to 
share it with others (especially a spiritu-
al director if you have one). Discerning a 
vocation is not something to be ashamed 
of! 

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest? 

Other than celebrating Mass, I most 
look forward to being able to be a min-
ister of God’s mercy in the Sacrament of 
Confession.

Name one thing that every Catholic 
needs to know. 

They need to know that the spiritual 
life and journeying toward holiness is 
not just for the “chosen,” it’s for every-
one. 

Why choose a life of sacrificial love? 
I like to think of it more as though I’m 

responding to God’s invitation to join 
Him in giving myself to Him in a life of 
service to His Church, responding to His 
sacrificial love with my own, albeit insuf-
ficient, sacrificial love.  

Connor Joseph Keef

This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
www.archokc.org/vocations/home

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Holy Family Lawton inspires 
new deacon candidates

Three of the 22 new deacon candidates 
from the upcoming class are from Holy 
Family in Lawton. These three men have 

spent their careers in very different occupations, 
but all served people in their “lay occupations” 
and now want to assist the Church. 

The three candidates, Wuse Cara, 54; Jim 
Hankins, 62; and Tony Layton, 67, are devout 
life-long Catholics who weren’t sure they were 
worthy to be deacons, but were inspired by their 
local pas-
tor, Fa-
ther Phil 
Seeton. 

Father 
Seeton 
invited 
the men 
to pur-
sue the 
four-year 
study of 
Deacon 
Prepara-
tion from 
August 
2013 to 
Novem-
ber 2017. 
They 
said they 
would 
not have 
pursued 
it with-
out the 
example, support and encouragement of Father 
Seeton.   

Wuse Cara
Cara and his wife Teresa have 

seven children, ranging in age 
from 12 to 25, and one grand-
child. He has been serving the 
Lawton community as a den-
tist.

In his diaconate formation, 
Cara said, “The one thing I 
have learned is how fulfilling 
and important it is to learn 
and study our faith. I hope to 
inspire others to do the same.”

Jim Hankins
Hankins and his wife Lusi-

ca have two children and three 
grandchildren. Hankins served 

in the U.S. 
Army, retir-
ing as a colo-
nel in 2008. 

He has 
served Holy 
Family in 
many capac-
ities, includ-
ing religious 
education, 
confirma-
tion and as 
a pre-Cana 
instruc-
tor. Hankins 
said he 
plans to 
focus on 
support of 
military per-
sonnel who become new parishioners. 

“My military experience and my understanding 
of the needs of military family will be of great 
assistance to Father Seeton. I am truly looking 
forward to serving Holy Family and our commu-
nity.”

Tony Layton
Layton and his wife Beverly have five children, 

eight grandchildren and two great- grandchil-
dren. Layton works as a prosthetist (artificial 
limbs). 

“My four years in the programs has shown me 
newfound respect for the clergy and how much 
help they need in serving the Catholic commu-
nity.”
Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the Soon-

er Catholic.

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Wuse Cara, Tony Layton and Jim 
Hankins. Photos provided.

 

Thank You and Congratulations    
to 

Father James Aubrey Goins 
celebrating his 

25th Jubilee Anniversary of Ordination as a Priest 

 

 
Thank you for shepherding our flock!  
From the students and parishioners 

at 
St. Thomas More University Parish and Student Center 

School sisters of St. Francis celebrate jubilee
More than 70 sisters (and associates) celebrate 

milestone anniversaries June 17
MILWAUKEE – On June 17, more than 70 U.S. 

School Sisters of St. Francis will celebrate mile-
stone anniversaries of service as women religious. 
In addition, two lay women in associate relation-
ship with the community will celebrate their 25-
year jubilee, and one will celebrate her 40-year 
jubilee.

Sister Marilyn Brodd (60 years) is among those 
being honored. Her ministries include service in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Sister Marilyn (Edward Ann) Brodd was born in 
Chicago. She earned a bachelor’s degree in math-

ematics and chemistry from Alverno College in 
Milwaukee; a master’s degree in inorganic chemis-
try from Purdue University in Indiana; a master’s 
degree in administration and adult education from 
the University of Wisconsin; and a certificate in 
theological studies from Washington Theological 
Union in Maryland. 

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, she served 
as instructor of chemistry at the University of 
Oklahoma (1968-1970), and as campus minister 
at Saint Thomas More University Parish in Norman 
(1970-1973).
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SHAWNEE – Saint Gregory’s University 
celebrated the graduation of the Class of 2017 
on May 6 in the Don and Jenetta Sumner 
Fieldhouse on the Saint Gregory’s campus in 
Shawnee, conferring 182 associate, bachelor’s 
or master’s degrees to students from both the 
Shawnee and Tulsa campuses.

President Michael A. Scaperlanda was excit-
ed to con-
gratulate the 
graduating 
class on their 
accomplish-
ments.

“We are so 
proud of what 
our students 
have accom-

plished throughout their time at Saint Grego-
ry’s. We, as a campus community, are excited 
to see what the future holds for each of our 
graduates as they begin this next chapter in 
their lives,” he said. “Our graduates are tre-
mendous examples of academic achievement 
and have found a deeper understanding of 
what it means to live joy-filled lives in service 
to others.”

After being conferred with an honorary 
doctorate of humane letters, commencement 
speaker Ralph C. Wood, theology and litera-
ture professor at Baylor University, addressed 
the Class of 2017. 

“It’s a steep uphill road. We will stumble, 
we will stray from the way, we will get lost, we 
will even collapse in exhaustion,” Wood said. 
“Yet, we will fare joyfully forward. So, it is that 

today you … are commencing on a new way as 
pilgrims and wayfarers.”

As part of the ceremony, Mary Ann Stevens, 
associate professor in the Department of Nat-
ural Sciences and Mathematics, was honored 
for her many years of devoted service to SGU 
with a conferral of professor emeritus. Thomas 
“Austin” Stone was the student speaker.

Founded in 1875, Saint Gregory’s Universi-
ty is Oklahoma’s oldest institution of higher 
learning and only Catholic university. SGU 
offers a liberal arts education rooted in the 
Benedictine tradition of cultivating the whole 
person – mind, body and spirit. With campus-
es in Shawnee and Tulsa, SGU features both 
traditional and adult degree programs. Visit 
stgregorys.edu.

Members of St. Gregory’s University’s Class of 2017 take a moment to pose on the steps of Benedictine Hall. Photo provided.

St. Gregory’s University confers 182 graduates 
at commencement

Graduates of the archdiocese’s Pastoral Ministry Pro-
gram celebrate with Archbishop Coakley after Mass at 
the St. Francis de Sales Chapel at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Photo Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

SGU President Greg Main

D. Gregory Main, former president of 
Saint Gregory’s University, died peacefully 
at home on June 4, surrounded by loving 
family. He was 74.     

Husband, father, exemplary public 
servant, accomplished executive and 
beloved friend, Main distinguished him-

self throughout his life. 
Above all, he considered 
his highest achievements 
to be the love and esteem 
of family and friends, and 
his steadfast commitment 
to his Catholic faith.   

He served as president 
of SGU from 2011-2016 
where he established a 
Catholic nursing pro-

gram, a partnership with the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation and several bold 
initiatives.  His 40 years of economic 
development experience included tenures 
as president and CEO of the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation and 
i2E, Inc. of Oklahoma City; Secretary of 
the Oklahoma Department of Commerce; 
Chisholm Private Capital Partners of OKC; 
deputy director of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Commerce, and executive director 
of the Central Upper Peninsula Planning 

and Development Regional Commission.  
Extensive community involvement 

included board and leadership roles with 
Oklahoma Academy for State Goals, Okla-
homa Venture Forum, Science Museum of 
Oklahoma, Creative Oklahoma and Saint 
Eugene Catholic Church.  

Born to Barbara and Western Main in 
Belding, Mich., on Nov. 1, 1942, he grew 
up in Lansing, graduating summa cum 
laude from Michigan State University in 
1970 with a degree in urban planning. 
He completed extensive training and post 
graduate studies in a variety of manage-
ment specialties and received an honorary 
doctoral degree from SGU.

Main is survived by his devoted wife of 
53 years, Barbara, and their children, 
Todd Main (Theresa Amato), Jennifer 
(Gary) Berwick, Adam Main, Katie (Josh) 
Fry and Elizabeth Main, 10 grandchil-
dren, his brother Tim (Martha) Main of 
Madison, Wisc., and sister, Michelle (Ted) 
Holmberg of Lansing.

Funeral service was held on June 7 
at Saint Eugene with burial in Lansing, 
Mich. 

Memorials may be directed to The 
Children’s Center Rehabilitation Hospital, 
Oklahoma Academy for State Goals and 
Saint Eugene Catholic Church. 

Greg Main
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Mount St. Mary Class of 2017

Amy 
Albright

University of 
New Mexico

Zachary 
Alleman

University of 
Kansas

Julie 
Archer

St. Gregory’s 
University

Claire 
Armstrong
University of 

Oklahoma

Ryan 
Baker

University of 
Oklahoma

Cameron 
Brooks

Undecided

Matthew 
Bugler

University of 
Oklahoma

Thanh 
Bui

Undecided

Mekenna 
Cera

Rose State 
College

Cameron 
Abel

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Sarah
Chappell
Fort Lewis 

College

Kynsington 
Cochran

Oklahoma State 
University

Trevor 
Cohee

Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 

University

Aubrey 
Cohlmia

Oklahoma State 
University

Jordan 
Cook

AmeriCorp

Austin 
Copeland

University of 
Oklahoma

Elizabeth 
Cordova

University of 
Dallas

Sydney 
Cricklin

Rose State 
College

Sarah 
Cusack

Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 

University

Ella 
Chaffin 
Bowdoin 
College

Samuel 
Dixon

Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 

University

Tony 
Elix 

Northern 
Oklahoma College

Dylan 
Faires

University of 
Chicago

Graci 
Fayak

University of 
Oklahoma

Morgan 
Foley

University of
 Notre Dame

Jose 
Franco

Oklahoma State 
University/OKC

Javier 
Fueyo

Oklahoma State 
University

Jacquelyn 
Galier

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Rosemary 
Gatch

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Anna 
Darrow

University of 
North Carolina

Logan 
Harrington
University of 

Oklahoma

Cheyenne 
Harwood

Wichita State 
University

Joshua 
Hernandez

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Shane 
Hoehner

Undecided

Timothy 
Keupen

University of 
Oklahoma

Garrett 
Kinsey

Tabor College

Samuel 
Lane

Oklahoma State 
University

Matthew 
Lee

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Cassidy 
Lenhart

Rose State 
College

Averie 
Harkey

Ave Maria 
University

Sophia 
Leon

Savannah College 
of Art & Design

Skyler 
LeVesque
Undecided

Sean 
Lipps 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Casey 
Lowry
Cowley 

Community 
College

Christian 
Lujan

University of 
Oklahoma

Ngoc 
Luu 

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Hao 
Mai

De Anza 
Community 

College

Kyndal 
March

University of 
Oklahoma

Nick 
Martincich

Northern 
Oklahoma 

College

Aubrey 
Haddon-Cohlmia

Oklahoma State 
University

Thomas 
Martinez

University of 
Oklahoma

Stuart 
Mayfield

Oklahoma State 
University

Chase 
McMillan

St. Gregory’s 
University

Mackensey 
McNeill
Oklahoma 
Christian 
University

Thomas 
McPherson
Rose State 

College

Wylie 
Medich

Rose State 
College

Evelin 
Mendoza

Oklahoma State 
University

Kollin 
Moseley
Undecided

Amara 
Murphy

Oklahoma State 
University

Claire 
Nash 

University of 
Dallas
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Mount St. Mary Class of 2017

Avery 
Norman

University of 
Maine

Mia 
Orr 

Rose State 
College

Ana 
Palacio
Newman 

University

Andrew 
Percifield

Northeastern OK 
A&M College

Benjamin 
Politte

St. Gregory’s 
University

Dominic
Randall

Oklahoma State 
University-OKC

Shilo
Riley

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

McKenzie
Rivas

University of 
Dallas

Thomas 
Nead

Rose State 
College

Ethan
Rossow

University of 
Oklahoma

Jacey
Routon

Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 

University

Yareli
Ruelas
Newman 

University

Jillian
Ruhl

University of 
Oklahoma

Carson
Sanders

United States 
Army

Caleb
Sanderson

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Terran 
Schweikhart

Oklahoma State 
University

Sara
Schlecht

Saint Mary’s 
College

Jacob
Schoelen

Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 

University

Christopher
Robinson

Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 

University

Melanie
Sifuentes

St. Gregory’s 
University

Conner
Sneed

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Matthew 
Stalford

Rose State 
College

Hannah
Staudt

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Isabel
Staudt

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Noah
Staudt

Oklahoma State 
University

Patrick
Talbot

University of 
Oklahoma

Olivia
Tarver

Rose State 
College

Grace
Vannarath

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Daniel
Schudalla

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Andrew
Wagner

Oklahoma 
Christian 
University

Sarah
Whitmarsh
Southwestern 

Oklahoma State 
University

Chandler
Whitney

United States 
Navy

Christopher
Vazquez

University of 
Oklahoma

Lacey
Wolf

University of 
Oklahoma

Wyatt
Wolfenkoehler
Oklahoma State 

University



Bishop McGuinness Class of 2017

Savannah 
Adkins

University of 
Oklahoma

Olivia
Agosta 

University of 
Oklahoma

Emma
Aguilera 

University of 
Oklahoma

Nicole 
Al-botros 

Oklahoma State 
University

Grace
Allen 

University of 
Oklahoma

Erika
Almanza 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Hanna
Arthur 

St. Gregory’s 
University

Kyndal
Ashworth 
Undecided

Luke
Atherton 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Bautista
Baiocchi-Lora 

University in 
Argentina

Kendall
Bates 

University of 
Oklahoma

Lauren 
Baxter 

Undecided

Benjamin
Bazan 

University of 
Oklahoma

Sydney
Bell 

Oklahoma State 
University

Joshua
Berney 
Southern 
Methodist 
University

Alex
Best 

University of 
Washington

Sophie 
Bonadeo 

University of 
Arkansas

Abigail 
Bowers 

University of 
Oklahoma

Lara 
Branum 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Ryan
Baker 

University of 
Oklahoma

Justin
Brungard 

Canadian Valley 
Technology Center

Brock 
Buchanan 

University of 
Oklahoma

Austin
Bustamante 
University of 

Central 
Oklahoma

Bryce
Buwick 

University of 
Oklahoma

Jenny 
Cano 

University of 
Oklahoma

Matthew
Castillo 

University of 
Kansas

Matthew
Chancellor 
University of 

Oklahoma

Griffin 
Charles 

University of 
Oklahoma

Meghan 
Ciupak 
Purdue 

University

Braden 
Brooks 

Undecided

John 
Cloud

Texas Christian 
University

Jacob
Coniglione 
University of 

Central 
Oklahoma

Presley 
Cook 

University of 
Oklahoma

Ricky
Cortes 

University of 
Oklahoma

Sami 
Court 

Oklahoma State 
University

Bibi
Dang 

University of 
Oklahoma

Peter 
Darabaris 

University of 
Oklahoma

Jackson
de la Garza 
University of 

Kansas

Megan 
Dean 

Florida State 
University

Mitchell 
Ciupak 
Purdue 

University

Olivia
Derryberry 
University of 

Oklahoma

Angie
Diaz 

Vassar 
College

Tori
Dill 

University of 
Oklahoma

Lena
Do 

University of 
Notre Dame

Tiffany 
Doan 

University of 
Oklahoma

Zeke 
Downs

University of 
San Diego

Sarah 
Dwerlkotte
Wichita State 

University

Caroline
Dykstra 

University of 
Oklahoma

Camryn
Eby 

University of 
Oklahoma

Andrew
Derryberry 
University of 

Oklahoma

Cayde 
Edwards 

University of 
Oklahoma

Willie 
Escobar 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Isabel
Farris 

Oklahoma State 
University

Vinnie
Franco 

Oklahoma City 
University

Cameron 
Franks

Oklahoma State 
University

Emily
Fritch 

University of 
Kansas

Arianna
Garcia 

University of 
Oklahoma

Cole
Garrett 

University of 
Kansas

Erica
Gavula 

University of 
Tulsa

Charlotte
Edmonds 

University of 
Notre Dame
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Bishop McGuinness Class of 2017

Madeline 
Gerber 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Rylee 
German 

University of 
Oklahoma

Nicholas
Glendening 
Undecided

Rubell 
Goe 

University of 
Oklahoma

Jackson
Goetzinger 
University of 

Oklahoma

Kathrine 
Goodman 

St. Gregory’s 
University

Jesse
Gramajo 

Oklahoma State 
University/OKC

Addison
Hagan 

University of 
Oklahoma

Kimberly
Hagen 

Oklahoma State 
University

Avery
Geist 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Jessica 
Hardin 

Oklahoma State 
University

Elizabeth 
Harjo 

University of 
Oklahoma

Reegan
Harkey 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Madison
Hart 

Marymount 
Manhattan 

College

Ian 
Heflin 

University of 
Oklahoma

Noah
Hendershot 

Oklahoma State 
University/OKC

Helen
Homola 

United States
 Air Force
 Academy

Jessica 
Jacobs 

Oklahoma State 
University

Lauren 
Jeldy 

University of 
Oklahoma

Tate
Hammersley 
University of 

Oklahoma

Alexandra
Jury 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Anna
Kakish 

University of 
Oklahoma

McKenzie
Kalsu 

University of 
Oklahoma

Hannah
Kelly 

Colorado School 
of Mines

Nick
Kerrihard 

University of 
Oklahoma

Thomas
Klein 

Oklahoma State 
University

Libby
Knight 

University of
Kansas

Haven
Kostiuk 

Oklahoma State 
University

Cole 
Kuykendall 
Undecided

Ruby 
Jordan 

Oklahoma State 
University

Kylie 
Lancaster 

Emporia State 
University

Cooper 
Larson 

University of 
Oklahoma

Hunter 
Lau 

University of 
Oklahoma

Davis
Lauderdale 
University of 

Oklahoma

Aria
Lemon

Oklahoma State 
University

Jarett
Lewis 

Dartmouth 
College

Lucas 
Litchfield 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Skylar
Lockard 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Sydney
Lubbers 

University of
Kansas

Christopher
Labarthe 
Oklahoma
 Christian 
University

Natalie 
Marshall 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Cheyenne 
Martin

University of 
Oklahoma

Adelaide 
Martinez

Texas A & M 
University

Michael
Matthynssens
University of 

Oklahoma

Kelsey
Mattocks 
Oklahoma
 Christian 
University

Kaitlin
McAuley

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Mackenzie 
McCuan

University of 
Oklahoma

Caleb
McDonald
University of 

Oklahoma

Joseph
McWhirter
University of 

Oklahoma

Garrett
Lynn 

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Sally
Merrill

University of 
Oklahoma

Grant 
Mettenbrink
University of 

Oklahoma

Charlton
Miles
Work

Christian
Miller

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Joshua
Miller 

University of 
Oklahoma

Steve
Mondal

Oklahoma State 
University/OKC

Clay 
Morris

University of 
Oklahoma

Margaret 
Morrissey

Oklahoma State 
University

Chas
Mosier

University of
Kansas

Daniel 
Mendenhall

Oklahoma Baptist 
University
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Bishop McGuinness Class of 2017

Stephen 
Muth
Drury 

University

Mason
Newcomb

University of 
Oklahoma

Anh
Nguyen

University of 
Oklahoma

Catherine
Nguyen

University of 
Oklahoma

Jami
Nguyen

University of 
Oklahoma

Jannifer
Nguyen

University of 
Oklahoma

Michelle 
Nguyen

University of 
Oklahoma

Nancy
Nguyen

University of 
Oklahoma

Tuan
Nguyen

Washington 
University in St. 

Louis

Jason
Mullen

Undecided

Jacob 
Ocker
DePaul 

University

Claire
Oliphant

Oklahoma State 
University

Camden 
Parrot

University of 
Oklahoma

Kade
Perry

University of 
Texas at Dallas

Fox
Pever 

University of 
Oklahoma

Alexander
Pham

University of 
Oklahoma

Eric
Pham

University of 
Oklahoma

Michelle
Pham

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Frances 
Novak

University of 
Oklahoma

Philip 
Novak

University of 
Oklahoma

Camden
Pierce 

University of 
Oklahoma

Hailey 
Platt

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Nicole 
Plotner 

Oklahoma Baptist 
University

Christopher
Price 

University of 
Oklahoma

Ryal 
Reddick 

Texas Christian 
University

Griffin 
Reen 

The Citadel

Sean 
Reen

Oklahoma State 
University

Taylor
Regier

University of 
Kansas

Reid
Richardson
University of 

Oklahoma

Tracy 
Phan

Oklahoma State 
University

Veronika 
Sales

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Elizabeth 
Sanchez

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma

Haley 
Sandell 

University of 
Oklahoma

John 
Schoolcraft
University of 

Oklahoma

Veronica
Schrantz

University of 
Oklahoma

Morgan 
Schwartz 

University of 
Oklahoma

Frank 
Scull

Oklahoma 
Christian 
University

Zach
Segell 
DePaul 

University

Kylie 
Shanahan 

Independence 
Community 

College

Sophie 
Romano

University of 
Oklahoma

Elizabeth 
Sine

Seattle
University

Caroline 
Slay 

Southern 
Methodist 
University

Mary 
Spanier

Undecided

Hamilton 
Spicer

University of 
Oklahoma

Samantha 
Srite

Coastal Carolina 
College

Nathan
Stalder 

University of 
Oklahoma

Kylie 
Stevens

University of 
Oklahoma

Kevin
Suarez

University of 
Oklahoma

Katherine
Sullivan

University of 
Oklahoma

Ethan
Sheilds 

Colorado State 
University

Sophia
Thiebaut

University of 
Oklahoma

Grace 
Tierney 

Creighton 
University

Leoga
Tita

University of 
Missouri-Kansas 

City

Salma
Torres 

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

David 
Velasco 

Oklahoma State 
University

Kate
Vesper

University of 
Colorado Boulder

Savannah
Vogler

University of 
San Diego

Andrew
Wade

University of 
Oklahoma

Andrew
Sweis 

University of 
Oklahoma

Tu 
Tran

University of 
Central 

Oklahoma
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Bishop McGuinness Class of 2017

J. Alex
White 

Southern 
Methodist 
University

Matthew 
Wiewel 

University of 
Oklahoma

Samuel
Wilton

Fashion Institute 
of Design and 
Merchandising

Robert 
Winter 
Baylor 

University

Alex
Woford

Undecided

Audrey
Wheeler 

University of 
Arkansas

Mason
Webb

New Hampton 
School

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School
801 N.W. 50, OKC 73118 

www.bmchs.org 
For information on admissions, financial aid, placement 
test, tuition and enrollment deadlines, contact: (405) 842-
6638, Freshman: lohara@bmchs.org, Sophomore/
Junior: rdamron@bmchs.org

Mount St. Mary Catholic High School
2801 S. Shartel Ave., OKC 73109 

www.mountstmary.org
For information on admissions, applications, shadow visits 
and financial assistance, contact: (405) 631-8865 Ext. 205 
Admissions: dwilson@mountstmary.org
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A few weeks ago, I found myself sitting beside 
the well where Jesus encountered the Samari-
tan woman, as told in John 4. Their encounter 
was one of those odd “divine appointments” 
that Jesus arranges sometimes. 

She was doing an entirely routine house-
hold chore when he suddenly broke through 
the tedium and surprised her. She was on her 
daily water collection 
routine when he asked 
her for a drink. His real 
motivation was not yet 
disclosed: he wasn’t as 
thirsty for water as he 
was thirsty for her love.

Such a candid obser-
vation about Jesus’ true 
motivations for initiating 
this conversation ought 
to provoke some won-
der. Observe the careful courtship dance. He 
asks her for a drink, and for a while, she plays 
the game. She reminds him of how unconven-
tional this is. He was breaking the rules, after 
all. (Not that she was someone who observed 
the rules with any great devotion.) Jesus’ reply 
is mysterious. “If you knew the gift of God, and 
who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink’ … he 
would have given you living water.”

“If you knew the gift of God….”
The implication, of course, is that she did 

not “know the gift of God.” She was not irreli-
gious. She knew some theology as their dia-
logue indicates. But, she did not actually know 
the gift. Not yet. And, not knowing the gift had 

led her into all kinds of destructive behavior, 
earning her the reputation that cautioned 
against showing her face in town when the 
other women might be around; other women 
whose husbands and brothers and cousins had 
perhaps taken advantage of the fact that she 
didn’t think she had a gift worth protecting.

“I am he, the one who is speaking to you…”
How destructive our choices can be, 

when we do not know The Gift, Jesus 
Christ. And, yet, how often our practice 
of our religion can suggest that it doesn’t 
really matter whether we know him or 
not. We make jokes about people who 
act like they can have a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus, i.e. “Jesus and me.” 
In doing so, we are telling people, “Hey, 
be a Catholic where you can be another 
anonymous face in the crowd to God.”

But, here’s the thing: it matters to 
him, and it should matter to us. Doing religious 
routines is not enough. If you know him, you 
should want your friends to know him. If you 
don’t know him, you should admit it and take 
steps to get to know him. This is the object of 
our faith, “to know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” (John 17:3, 
first line of the Catechism). It matters!

Pope Francis wrote in “Joy of the Gospel,” 
“But, this conviction has to be sustained by 
our own constantly renewed experience of sa-
voring Christ’s friendship and his message. It 
is impossible to persevere in a fervent evange-
lization unless we are convinced from personal 
experience that it is not the same thing to have 

known 
Jesus 
as not 
to have 
known 
him, not 
the same 
thing to 
walk with 
him as 
to walk blindly, not the same thing to hear his 
word as not to know it, and not the same thing 
to contemplate him, to worship him, to find our 
peace in him, as not to.”

“It is not the same thing to try to build the 
world with his Gospel as to try to do so by our 
own lights. We know well that with Jesus, life 
becomes richer and that with him it is easier 
to find meaning in everything. This is why we 
evangelize.”

“A true missionary, who never ceases to be 
a disciple, knows that Jesus walks with him, 
speaks to him, breathes with him, works with 
him. He senses Jesus alive with him in the 
midst of the missionary enterprise. Unless we 
see him present at the heart of our missionary 
commitment, our enthusiasm soon wanes and 
we are no longer sure of what it is that we are 
handing on; we lack vigor and passion. A per-
son who is not convinced, enthusiastic, certain 
and in love, will convince nobody.”

“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is … 
you would have asked him … I am he, the one 
who is speaking to you.”

So, ask him. He thirsts for you.

Development director
Oklahoma Catholic Broadcasting 

is seeking a development director 
responsible for organizing, plan-
ning and implementing programs 
and events to cultivate, solicit and 
steward benefactors. The full-time 
position requires an undergraduate 
degree. The director will arrange 
and prepare event plans, budgets, 
scripts, schedules, printed ma-
terial, contracts and publicity in 
consultation with the president, as 
needed. Coordinate with vendors, 
facilities personnel and others. 
Contact Peter de Keratry at pdeker-
atry@archokc.org.

Part-time pianist
St. Patrick in Oklahoma City is 

seeking a part-time musician to 
provide piano accompaniment for 
Mass at 5 p.m. Saturday and 10 
a.m. Sunday. Contact Fr. Thomas 
McSherry, (405) 946- 4441 or info@
stpatrickokc.com.

Principal – OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eugene 

in Oklahoma City seeks a princi-
pal of a large Catholic 
parish school, serving 
approximately 300 stu-
dents in grades PK-3 
through 8. Position 
effective July 5. Candi-
date must be practic-
ing Catholic who has 
knowledge and under-
standing of the faith. 
Applicants should have 
five years teaching 
experience, preferably 
in Catholic school, and 
a master’s degree in an 

education-related field. At least 18 
semester hours of graduate work 
should be in administration, su-
pervision and curriculum develop-
ment. Contact Diane Floyd, super-
intendent, (405) 721-4202, dfloyd@
archokc.org. 

Senior director of development
Catholic Charities is seeking a se-

nior director of development to lead 
and manage the Development and 
Community/Parish Engagement 
Department’s support of agency 
long-term objectives, support to 
program staff and all related ac-
tivities. Primary functions include 
planning and execution of agency 
fund-raising strategies and sup-
porting marketing, public relations, 
parish engagement, volunteer co-
ordination activities undertaken by 
supervised staff, and ensure that 
the mission objectives are funded 
and understood throughout central 
and western Oklahoma. Apply at 
www.ccaokc.org/careers.

Head girls’ basketball/asst. girls’ 
basketball coach

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is accepting applications for 
a Head girls’ basketball and assis-
tant girls’ basketball coach for the 
2017-18 school year. Head coach 
must have the ability to oversee the 
entire girls’ basketball program for 
grades 9-12 and be involved in the 
Catholic Grade School Activities 
Association (CGSAA). These are 
lay coaching positions at this time. 

Applicants must have completed 
or be in the process of completing 
a care and prevention course and 
be willing to get their CDL and OK 
SDE bus driving certification. Fax 
cover letter and resume to (405) 
631-8865 or e-mail to tdenegri@
mountstmary.org. 

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.
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From the Archives …

Stanley Francis Rother served Mass frequently as a child. Fr. 
Rother’s spiritualty was formed in an atmosphere of family 
prayer and involvement in his home parish. Every evening 

after dinner, the family knelt to recite the Rosary. Their parish, Holy 
Trinity in the German-American community of Okarche, was the 
center of their life in faith. His pastor, the colorful and sometimes 

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

stern Monsignor Zenon Steber, was an inspiration to 
young Stanley as he discerned his vocation. Monsignor 
Steber’s love of children also was a hallmark of Fr. 
Rother’s priesthood.

Jobs Box

If you knew the gift
Carole Brown 
Director of New 
Evangelization 

Contagious Faith

“A true missionary, 
who never ceases to be 
a disciple, knows that 
Jesus walks with him, 
speaks to him, breathes 
with him, works with 
him.” – Pope Francis, 
“Joy of the Gospel”

St. Gregory’s Abbey 
6th Annual 
Golf Tournament

Lincoln 
Park Course 
West 
Course

Monday
June 12, 2017

For more information contact Danielle Roberts, Director of 
Development - 405.878.5656 or dkroberts@stgregorys.edu
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Una conversación nacional
1917 fue un año trascendental en muchos 

aspectos. El mundo ya estaba en guerra y los 
Estados Unidos estaban entrando en la lucha 
en el conflicto que hoy conocemos como Pri-
mera Guerra Mundial. Hubo una revolución 
en Rusia y el comunismo ateo estaba ganando 
terreno en ese orgulloso país. Nuestra Señora 
se apareció a tres niños pastores en Fátima, 
Portugal, instándoles a rezar el Rosario para la 
conversión y para la paz.

En agosto de 1917, obis-
pos americanos y represen-
tantes de 68 diócesis, 27 
organizaciones católicas y la 
prensa católica se reunieron 
en Washington, DC para 
coordinar sus esfuerzos en 
respuesta a los consider-
ables desafíos de aquellos 
tiempos. Esa reunión en 
Washington resultó en la 
organización que conoce-
mos como la Conferencia 
de Obispos Católicos de los 
Estados Unidos (USCCB).

Como lo hicieron hace 
100 años, los obispos de 
los Estados Unidos están 
invitando a muchos líderes, 
organizaciones y apostola-
dos católicos a participar en 
un evento llamado “Convo-
cación de Líderes Católicos: 
La Alegría del Evangelio en 
América”.

La “Convocación de Lí-
deres Católicos” se llevará 
a cabo en Orlando del 1 al 
4 de julio. Los Obispos de 
todo Estados Unidos es-
tarán trayendo delegaciones 
a reflexionar juntos sobre la 
llamada del Papa Francisco 
al discipulado misionero, tal 
como está expuesta en su exhortación apos-
tólica fundacional, “Evangelii Gaudium” (La 
Alegría del Evangelio).

Además de los 3.000 líderes que viajarán a 
Orlando para participar como parte de una del-
egación o como miembros de un apostolado o 

movimiento invitado, aún más líderes católicos 
seguirán los eventos de la convocatoria a través 
de conversaciones cibernéticas como streaming 
y otras redes sociales.

En la “Alegría del Evangelio”, el Papa Fran-
cisco nos recuerda que “La alegría del Evan-
gelio que llena la vida de la comunidad de los 
discípulos es una alegría misionera.” (EG 21). 
Cada uno de nosotros es llamado al discipula-
do misionero y al testimonio de Cristo al mun-

do. El Papa nos 
llama a una con-
versión pastoral y 
misionera que no 
puede dejar las 
cosas como son 
en la actualidad. 
Nos llama para 
salir de una ac-
titud de manten-
imiento, seguir 
como siempre, 
a una vida de 
misión, Iglesia en 
salida.

“La pastoral en 
clave de misión 
pretende aban-
donar el cómodo 
criterio pastoral 
del «siempre se 
ha hecho así». 
Invito a todos a 
ser audaces y 
creativos en esta 
tarea de repen-
sar los objetivos, 
las estructuras, 
el estilo y los 
métodos evange-
lizadores de las 
propias comuni-
dades.” (EG 33).

Como 1917 
fue un año tumultuoso, 2017 también está 
presenciando cambios sísmicos. Hay cambios 
culturales y étnicos masivos que afectan a la 
población católica de los Estados Unidos. Los 
fenómenos de la globalización y la comuni-
cación instantánea presentan desafíos y opor-

tunidades.
El cambio de-

mográfico y los 
movimientos ma-
sivos de personas 
dentro de nuestro 
propio país y en 
todo el mundo 
están dando lugar 
a más y más 
personas que son 
excluidos, invisibles o que viven en las perife-
rias de la sociedad. Una “cultura de tirar” que 
trata a las personas como cosas o productos ha 
erosionado el respeto por la vida y la dignidad 
de las personas humanas.

Estos son sólo algunos de los elementos del 
paisaje cambiante que vamos a identificar y re-
flexionar como parte del proceso en la convoca-
toria. Por supuesto, los participantes también 
elaborarán estrategias para nuevas respuestas 
pastorales a estos desafíos.

Estaré dirigiendo una delegación de más de 
una docena de miembros de la Arquidiócesis 
de Oklahoma City. Compartiremos algo de lo 
que hemos aprendido de nuestro propio dis-
cernimiento y planificación pastoral con los 
demás participantes de todo el país.

Uno de los resultados deseados es que los 
miembros de cada equipo local aprendan unos 
de otros y de las muchas otras delegaciones y 
regresen enriquecidos y preparados para re-
sponder más eficazmente a la invitación a vivir 
la alegría del Evangelio y el discipulado mis-
ionero en los Estados Unidos de hoy.

Habiendo celebrado la solemnidad de Pente-
costés, estoy especialmente consciente de que 
el Espíritu Santo será el agente principal de 
una convocación exitosa. Los días de la con-
vocatoria se estructurarán para proporcionar 
tiempo suficiente para la oración, Adoración 
Eucarística, Misa y oportunidades de reflex-
ión y diálogo para que el Espíritu Santo pueda 
guiar el proceso.

Por favor oren por el éxito de este evento 
histórico y por nuestra delegación arquidioce-
sana.

Oración Para La Convocatoria De 
Líderes Católicos de 2017

Oh Espíritu Santo, tú que prime-
ro encendiste en nuestros cora-
zones la alegría del Evangelio, 

renueva esa misma alegría en aquellos 
que se están preparando para la Convo-
catoria de Líderes Católicos. 

Enciende los corazones de nuestros 
obispos y sus delegaciones diocesanas; 
dirigentes de organizaciones y movimien-
tos nacionales; clero, religiosos y laicos; 
todos los que hacen posible este evento; 
y líderes católicos a través de los Estados 
Unidos. 

Muévenos a dar la bienvenida a la pal-
abra de vida en lo profundo de nuestros 
corazones y a responder al llamado del 
discipulado misionero. 

Oh Espíritu Santo, transforma nues-
tros corazones y capacítanos para entrar 
en la perfecta comunión que compartes 
con el Padre y el Hijo. 

María, Estrella de la Nueva Evangeli-
zación, ruega por nosotros. 

Amén. 

Un grupo de personas 
civiles armadas se reune 
el 28 de mayo en el 
estado sureño mexicano 
de Guerrero. Los obispos 
en Guerrero han sufri-
do amenazas de grupos 
criminales, ya que sirven 
a una región donde hay 
carteles de la droga y 
parroquias ubicadas en 
comunidades indígenas 
empobrecidas donde al-
gunas personas sobrevi-
ven cultivando amapolas 
de opio. Foto CNS-José 
Luis de la Cruz, EPA
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Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Oficina de 
Ministerio Hispano 

La santidad y las imperfecciones en nuestra 
vida cotidiana

La gracia es el elemento primordial y esencial 
A medida que iba a través de mi inmensa 

biblioteca de fotografías una sobresalio y se ha 
convertido en el origen de esta reflexión. Esta-

ba mirando una 
foto del gran 
mártir de Polo-
nia, San Maxi-
miliano Kolbe, 
O.F.M. Conv.

Inmediat-
amente me 
identifiqué con 
él a través de 
esta fotografía. 

Este santo parecía tan humano. Este santo, a 
través de este cuadro, me mostró dedicación a 
una causa y algunas imperfecciones. Me refiero 
a su escritorio. San Maximiliano Kolbe, O.F.M. 
Conv., tenía un escritorio ¡¡¡muy desordenado!!! 
Es obvio que este es un ejemplo de que la limp-
ieza y el orden no siempre están conectadas a 
la piedad y santidad.

Tantas virtudes maravillosas y una vida tan 
dedicada; Tantos escritos hermosos y tantos 
actos de amor sacrificial; Tantos ejemplos de 
cristo-centrismo; Y me siento atraído por la 
explosión de papeles y libros en su escritorio.

Para aquellos que no están familiarizados con 
este gran santo de la Segunda Guerra Mundial 
San Maximiliano Kolbe fue un fraile francis-
cano conventual polaco y su vida llegó a un 
trágico final en el campo de concentración ale-
mana de Auschwitz durante la Segunda Guerra 
Mundial. Alguien más iba a ser castigado con 
la muerte y ofreció a los militares alemanes su 
propia vida. Fue martirizado.

Un aspecto importante de su ministerio fue 
cómo promovió la devoción y la consagración a 
la Inmaculada Virgen María. A veces es conoci-
do como el Apóstol de la Consagración a María. 
El origen de su amor a María tenía mucho que 
ver con una visión que tuvo de ella cuando 
tenía sólo 12 años. Aquí les ofrezco una cita, 
tomada de sus escritos personales, con respec-
to a ese suceso sobrenatural:

“Esa noche le pregunté a la Madre de Dios 
lo que iba a ser de mí, entonces ella vino a mí 

sosteniendo dos coronas, una blanca, la otra 
roja. Me preguntó si estaba dispuesto a aceptar 
cualquiera de estas coronas. La blanca, que 
perseveraría en el camino de la pureza, y la 
roja que me convertiría en mártir, y le dije que 
los aceptaría a los dos.”

Un año más tarde se unió a los franciscanos 
conventuales con su hermano. Al final de sus 
estudios religiosos había obtenido dos doctor-
ados y estaba ansioso por ponerlos a trabajar. 
Ordenado sacerdote en 1918, Kolbe se convirtió 
en editor. Su publicación principal fue titulada, 
“Rycerz Niepokalanej” (Caballero de la Inmacu-
lada). Además de la publicación, también fundó 
monasterios tanto en Japón como en la India, 
pero regresó a Polonia en 1936. Cinco años 
más tarde sería asesinado en Auschwitz.

Una vida de amor, llena de miles de puntos 
de reflexión sobre la espiritualidad y la santi-
dad, y no salgo del asombro por su escritorio 
desordenado. 
¿Por qué? 
Bueno, te pue-
do asegurar 
que además 
del detalle de 
que mi escri-
torio esta en 
peores condi-
ciones que el 
de él, hay una 
verdad mucho 
más profunda 
detrás de mi 
admiración por 
su famoso es-
critorio desor-
denado.

Lo que me 
trae la esper-
anza, lo que me trae alegría en esta fotografía 
poco conocida es que contiene una verdad muy 
importante... Podemos estar viviendo en una 
relación íntima con Jesucristo, viviendo una 
vida llena de gracia y santidad y ¡todavía po-
demos tener muchas imperfecciones! 

Podemos tener rasgos de carácter que ha-

cen que 
nuestros 
cónyuges 
y niños 
enlo-
quezcan; 
Podemos 
tener 
prob-
lemas de personalidad que llevan a nuestros 
compañeros de trabajo a las lágrimas; Incluso 
podemos tener un escritorio muy desordena-
do, pero todavía podemos ser discípulos fieles 
dando un testimonio a los demás con nuestra 
santidad personal, vidas llenas de la gracia de 
Dios. Las imperfecciones no impiden la san-
tidad. Esto no es una excusa para renunciar 

a tratar de 
hacer frente a 
estas imper-
fecciones, sólo 
quiero señalar 
claramente de 
que nosotros 
todavía podem-
os alcanzar 
la santidad a 
pesar de esas 
imperfecciones 
de la vida dia-
ria. La santidad 
y las imper-
fecciones en 
la vida diaria 
pueden ir tom-

adas de la mano. Esta es una buena noticia 
llena de esperanza.

No creo que esto llegue a ser oficial, pero lo 
diré de todos modos ... San Maximiliano Kolbe, 
patrono de los escritorios desordenados, ruega 
por nosotros.

Un grupo canta mientras 
el papa Francisco con-
duce la vigilia de Pente-
costés que conmemora 
el 50 aniversario de la 
Renovación Carismáti-
ca Católica en el Circo 
Máximo en Roma el 3 
de junio. Foto CNS-Paul 
Haring.



Abbey golf tournament
St. Gregory’s Abbey will be hav-

ing their 6th annual golf tourna-
ment June 12 at Lincoln Park Golf 
Course West. $125 pp includes golf 
cart, cap, goodie bag and lunch. 
Contact Danielle Roberts, (405) 
878-5656, dkroberts@stgregorys.
edu.

Certification in Catechetics 
summer program 

St. Gregory’s University is en-
rolling for the Certificate in Cat-
echetics summer program June 
16-17, and June 23-24. Students 
can attend three weekend courses, 
or sequentially over a three-year 
period. Cost is $50 per weekend or 
$150 for all three weekends. Tui-
tion includes registration, a wine 
and cheese social, and continental 
breakfast and lunch on Saturday. 
Campus housing available for 
fee. Course credits transferable to 
degree programming. Register at 
www.stgregorys.edu/catechetics or 
call (405) 878-5100.

The Gift of Love Gala
The Knights of Columbus and 

The Center of Family Love present 
The Gift of Love Gala June 17 at 
the National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum. Reception at 
6 p.m. Dinner at 7 p.m. Tickets 
$150 pp. Black tie optional. Con-
tact, (405) 263-7100. www.center-
offamilylove.org.

Icon writing workshop
Icon Writing Workshop, June 19 

-24, at Holy Family in Lawton. No 
experience needed. All materials 
and supplies provided. Contact 
Beverly Layton, (580) 678-6745 or 
Teresa at (580) 704-2272.

Patriotic Rosary
St. John in Edmond will hold 

their yearly patriotic rosary during 
the Fortnight for Freedom at 7 
p.m. June 28 in the sanctuary. 
Everyone is invited.

Rother Heritage Gallery adds 
weekend hours

The Heritage Gallery at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 

Northwest Expressway, is present-
ing “The Shepherd Cannot Run: A 
Retrospective on the Life of Father 
Stanley Rother.” The free exhibit is 
open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day; and 9 a.m. - Noon on the 
following Saturdays - June 17, 
July 29 and Aug. 19. Special tours 
arranged by calling (405) 721-
5651, Ext. 141.

Save the Storks
OK Teens for Life presents Save 

the Storks. All you can eat spa-
ghetti dinner, bake sale and silent 
auction 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. June 
22 at Zion Lutheran Church. Cost 
is $10 pp, $35 per family in ad-
vance or $15 pp, $40 per family 
at the door. All proceeds benefit 
the Save the Storks Foundation. 
Contact Weston Eischen (405) 538-
9988, okteensforlife@gmail.com.

Clancy’s 2017 All Sports Golf 
Classic

Bishop McGuinness will host the 
golf classic June 26 at Twin Hills 
Golf and Country Club in Oklaho-
ma City. Team entry fee is $600 
and single player entry is $175. 
Visit www.bmchs.org. Contact 
John Hamilton, jhamilton@bmchs.
org, (405) 842-6638. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Camp
Register for the 2017 Our Lady 

of Guadalupe Catholic Youth 
Camp. Open to youth who have 
finished third grade through 12th 
grade. Cost is $300 pp. Deposit of 
$100 due at registration. Schol-
arships available. Contact the 
Office of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry, (405)721-9220 or (405) 
721-5651, Ext. 115, OLOG2017@
archokc.org. www.archokc.org.

Seats remain for pilgrimage to 
Catholic Ireland

Fr. Price Oswalt, pastor at St. 
Joseph Old Cathedral, will lead an 
11-day pilgrimage to Ireland Oct 
9-19. Three nights in Dublin, two 
nights each in Knock and Killar-
ney, and one night each in Galway 
and Limerick. Visits to Ballentub-
ber and Kylemore Abbey are in-
cluded. Cost is $3,249 pp. Deposit 

is $450 with final payment due by 
July 9. Package includes round-
trip air from most East Coast and 
Midwest cities, superior tourist 
class hotels, escorted guides, and 
daily breakfast and dinners. Con-
tact Colonel John Tagnesi, (888) 
544-4461, jtag1964@verizon.net.

St. Sebastian’s Summer Camp
This summer the Santa Fe Fam-

ily Life Center presents St. Sebas-
tian’s Summer Camp 8:30 a.m. 
– 3:30 p.m. July 17-21. The camp 
is designed to promote health 
and wellness through a Catholic 
world view. The camp will be led 

by local Catholic school teachers, 
and will combine sport, virtue, 
teamwork, and spiritual growth in 
an uplifting environment. Activi-
ties include: sports-based games, 
swimming, time for prayer, Mass 
and Catholic studies. Grades: 1-5 
(as of August 2017) Cost: $125 
(members), $150 (non-members). 
Register online at www.sfflc.com/
st-sebastians, or call (405) 840-
1817. Space is limited.

To see more briefs, go online to 
www.soonercatholic.org.
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Briefs

The apostles had to be fired 
up. The confusion, disgrace 
and despair of Jesus’ cru-
cifixion had given way to 
overwhelming joy as Jesus 
appeared to them on different 
occasions after his resurrec-
tion. 

Jesus continued to help the 
disciples “connect the dots” 
every time he appeared to 
them, so there was a dawn-
ing realization of the meaning 
of his life and their intended 
mission even before Pente-
cost. The more the apostles 
thought they understood, 
the more they wanted to get 
started. Besides, getting out 
of Jerusalem probably seemed 
prudent and convenient. Je-
sus had another idea. He 
enjoined them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait 
for “the promise of the Father” 
(Acts 1, 4).

Oklahoma Catholic Broad-
casting is experiencing a 
waiting period. We have 
begun a process, guided by a 
professional in fundraising for 
nonprofits, that is designed to 
make our organization more 
robust and well-funded. We 
are taking steps to broaden 
our reach and become more 
professional. For a long time, 

a lot of work has been accom-
plished by a very small group 
of people.

Our process is opening our 
eyes to the potential that lies 
before us if we follow through 
with inviting more people to 
share the work of our vi-
sion. With more funding, more 
volunteers and the resulting 
stability, Oklahoma Catholic 
Broadcasting can reach more 
people and develop more pro-
gramming local to Oklahoma. 

I have invited all of you, in 
my previous column, to join 
us as volunteers. Members 
of our board of directors are 
personally inviting people to 
help us, especially with our 
fundraising event, scheduled 
for October. 

So, we wait to hear from 
you. A number of people have 
responded to our requests, 
but we need even more. We 
need people to plan, to work 
on publicity, to sell tickets 
and more.

If you would like to help 
Oklahoma Catholic Broad-
casting host an event, notify 
us at Sallycrowenash@gmail.
com or (405) 441-3798.

We are waiting patiently, 
but like the apostles, we want 
to get started!

Are you listening? By Sally Crowe Nash

Oklahoma Catholic Radio Stations
OKC - 97.3 FM KKNG
Antlers - 90.3 FM KMAC
Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM KPIM
Clinton - 98.3 FM KFWG
Edmond - 100.9 FM KSMJ
Elk City - 100.7 FM KPFS

Tulsa - 94.9 FM KIOP
Lawton - 88.3 FM KOEG
Prague - 88.3 FM KIOP
Ringwood - 104.9 FM KEUC
Shawnee - 107.1 FM KOGD
Woodward - 93.3 FM KFPP

okcatholicbroadcasting.com

Guatemalan Catholics
continued from page 1

rural poor.
The bodies of some of Father 

Rother’s deacons and parish-
ioners were left in front of his 
church, and he started receiving 
death threats over his opposition 
to the presence of the Guatema-
lan military in the area.

Though he went back to Okla-
homa for a brief period, he re-
turned to the Guatemalan village 
to remain with the people he had 
grown to love during the more 
than dozen years he lived there.

“There was a moment when, 
after hearing news of what was 
going on at his parish, he said: 

‘A shepherd should never flee,’” 
Bishop de Villa told CNS. “He 
returned to Guatemala to be with 
his people, to be with his flock, 
his faithful. It was there where 
they found him and killed him.”

Bishop de Villa said he also 
gave Pope Francis a letter 
“sent by the parishioners” of 
the church Father Rother once 
served. 

The letter, he added, was 
addressed to the pope “with his 
name in Tz’utujil: “Tata Apla’s” 
(“Pope Francis”). 

“He really liked it that they 
called him this way, in the 
Mayan indigenous language of 
Guatemala,” Bishop de Villa said.
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The Pierce Agency
Kevin Pierce

General Agent
(877) 707-0752

Kevin.Pierce@KofC.org

Catholic First. 
Catholic Always.

Founded by a priest in 1882
to protect Catholic families, 
the Knights of Columbus
continues its mission today.

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E     D I S A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E     L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

Ranked the #1 Agency in the order 
in 2015 and in the U.S. in 2016

June 

The Solemnity of the Holy 
Trinity.

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m., Immaculate Con-
ception, 3901 S.W. 29, OKC. 
Call (405) 685-4806.

Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m. at the abortion cen-
ter, 2453 Wilcox Dr., Norman. 
In cases of inclement weath-
er, meet at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

Midwest Challenge Summer 
Camp at Camp Christian in 
Chouteau. Visit www.st-
john-catholic.org.

Feast of St. Anthony of Pad-
ua.

Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/conflict) will meet at 7 
p.m. at St. Ann Retirement 
Center community room. 
Contact Fr. M. Price Oswalt, 
(405) 567-3404.

Flag Day.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 

Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del City. 
Contact Ken at (405) 739-
0036, OklaPost168@cox.net.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact Toni 
Calvey at (405) 630-0539, 
tonicalvey1900@gmail.com or 
visit www.SpiritOKC.org.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas to 
Infant Jesus of Prague. During 
the nine days, the novena 
prayers will be as follows – 
Monday-Friday following Noon 
Mass, Saturday following 5 
p.m. Mass, and Sunday follow-
ing 11 a.m. Mass.

The Gift of Love Gala at the 
National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum. Reception 
at 6 p.m. Dinner at 7 p.m. 
Contact, (405) 263-7100, 
www.centeroffamilylove.org.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC, 
on the first and third Satur-
days of each month. Mass at 
9:30 a.m.; meetings following. 
Contact Karen Banks (405) 
396-9086 or Toni Harrelson at 
(405) 341-2199.

The community of the Secular 
Order of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. 
Teresa of Jesus – Oklahoma 
Community and Province 
of St. Therese, Little Flower 
Church, OKC, Noon - 4:30 
p.m. Call Barbara Basgall 
(405) 826-3860 or Susan 
Staudt (405) 473-6328.

Father’s Day.

Feast of Corpus Christi (The 
Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ).

Feast of St. Aloysius Gonzaga.

Feast of Sts. John Fisher and 
Thomas More.

Feast of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus.
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continued from page 1

I remember being home from 
seminary and the phone ringing 
in the middle of the night because 
someone had just died. I heard 
him talk to a distraught fami-
ly member briefly and saying he 
would be there in a couple of min-

utes. I got to see my dad putting 
the needs of others before his own 
for the sake of Christ. 

Father Timothy D. Luschen 
and Deacon Loren F. Luschen

My dad was a convert to Cathol-
icism. He met my mother, a regis-
tered nurse and a cradle Catholic 
from Shawnee, who was working 
at Mercy Hospital. 

From my earliest memories, my 
dad was often busy taking care of 
older people. He often lent a hand 
to older neighbors in need, older 

family members who had no chil-
dren of their own and helped his 
own parents as they grew older. 
His Saturday routine seemed to 
always include helping someone.

My dad was ordained a deacon 
in February 1985 at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and 
immediately began his journey of 

ministry at Christ the 
King in Tulsa.

The ministry that 
seems to be most 
meaningful to him and 
the most natural has 
been his outreach to 
the elderly. For many 
years, he made weekly 
visits to the home-
bound and to those in 
hospitals and nursing 
homes, bringing them 
the Eucharist.

It seems to have 
brought him much 
satisfaction to serve 

the Lord in bringing the Body of 
Christ to those not able to gather 
with the parish at weekend lit-
urgies. And, his devotion to my 
mother during her long illness 
was a cross that he embraced with 
courage and great faith.

Father Christopher Brashears 
and Deacon Bart Brashears

My dad was my first spiritual 
director. I didn’t realize this until 
I had gone to seminary and offi-
cially had a spiritual director. Dad 
and I would jog the three-quarters 

of a mile to church 
periodically. There, we 
would sit before Christ 
in the tabernacle and 
pray, discussing life 
and challenges. I never 
questioned my dad’s 
total dedication to 
Christ; so, it was no 
real surprise to me that 
he discerned a call to 
the diaconate. Ulti-
mately, that’s how my 
dad influenced my dis-
cernment process: total 
dedication to Christ. 

As his discernment 
was no surprise to me, mine was 
no surprise to him. 

Every single time he serves he 
inspires me. Nearly paradoxical-
ly, my dad’s most potent diaconal 
character is being submissive. 
He’s not just submissive to the 

archbishop and the priest, but 
even more primarily he is submis-
sive to Christ and His mysteries. 
Don’t be mistaken; this is no sign 
of weakness; just the opposite. He 
is courageous and tempered well 
enough to set aside himself, his 

preferences and his 
pride to serve. In this 
way, he is a total ser-
vant, placing himself 
completely disposed 
to Christ and His 
Church. 

Thank you to my 
dad for being my 
example as a father, a 
deacon, a man who is 
all in for Christ.

Brianna Osborne is 
a freelance writer and 
the former managing 
editor of the Sooner 
Catholic.

Solemnity of the Holy Trinity
Sunday, June 11, is the Solemnity of the 

Holy Trinity, also known as Trinity Sunday. It 
is the Sunday we celebrate the reality of the 
Triune God: the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Saint Anthony of Padua
Tuesday, June 13, is the feast day of Saint 

Anthony of Padua (1195-1231), who was a 
Portuguese Franciscan born in Lisbon to a 
noble family and was a contemporary of Saint 
Francis of Assisi. He had a vast knowledge of 
the Bible and a great talent for preaching. 
Most of his ministry was in Padua, Italy. 
He was regarded as a wonder worker by 
many, among whom was Saint Francis de 
Sales, who asserted Anthony had the pow-
er of finding lost articles, and many Cath-
olics pray to him to find something that is 
lost. He died on June 13, 1231, and was 
canonized a saint the next year. In 1946, 
Pope Pius XII declared him a doctor of the 
Church.

Most Holy Body of Christ
Sunday, June 18, is the feast day of 

the Most Holy Body of Christ, also known 
as Corpus Christi. There is a procession that 
takes place with the priest holding the mon-
strance containing the Eucharist. This tradi-
tion was begun by Saint Juliana of Liege, Bel-
gium (1192-1258), a nun who was devoted to 
veneration of the Blessed Sacrament. In 1264, 
Pope Urban IV issued a decree creating Corpus 
Christi as a feast day throughout the Church.

Saint Romuald
Monday, June 19, is the feast day of Saint 

Romuald (950-1027), who was born to a 
wealthy Italian family in Ravenna. His youth 
was dissolute until his father, who was also 
dissolute, killed a relative. Romuald was 
ashamed of his father and his own life and 

sought redemption through prayer and aus-
terity in the Benedictine monastery of Classe, 
eventually becoming its abbot. He died on June 
19, 1027.

Saint Aloysius Gonzaga
Wednesday, June 21, is the feast day of Saint 

Aloysius Gonzaga (1568-1591), who was born 
in Italy to an aristocratic family. When he was 
young, he felt a call to the religious life. His 
father objected because he wanted his son to 
become a soldier. Aloysius eventually prevailed 
over his father’s and other family members’ 
objections and entered the Society of Jesus, the 

Jesuits, in 1585 and relinquished his inheri-
tance of the family wealth. On June 21, 1591, 
Aloysius died a victim of the plague that swept 
through Rome that year. He was only 23. Pope 
Benedict XIII canonized him a saint in 1726 and 
three years later declared him patron of young 
students. In 1926, Pope Pius XI declared him 
patron of all Christian youth. 

Saint Paulinus of Nola, Saint Thomas 
More, Saint John Fisher

Thursday, June 22, is the feast day of three 
saints: Saint Paulinus of Nola, Saint Thomas 
More and Saint John Fisher. Saint Paulinus 
(354-431) was a poet and writer who was born 
in France to an illustrious Roman family. He 
became a Roman senator and later converted 

to Christianity and became Bishop of Nola in 
modern day Italy. He died on June 22, 431. 

Saint Thomas More (1478-1535) was an 
Oxford-educated lawyer and member of Par-
liament. He considered the religious life, but 
chose family life and the law. He authored the 
book “Utopia,” a work of satire still read to this 
day. In 1529, King Henry VIII appointed him 
Lord Chancellor, and his time in that post was 
severely tested. In 1532, Henry declared him-
self head of the Church in England, severing 
ties with Rome as a result of his divorce from 
the Spanish Catherine of Aragon and marriage 

to Anne Boleyn. Thomas More resigned his 
post. He refused to acknowledge Henry as 
head of the Church and was tried for trea-
son, convicted and executed after saying 
from the scaffold he was, “the King’s good 
servant, but God’s first.” 

Saint John Fisher (1469-1535) was the 
chancellor of the University of Cambridge. 
He became the Bishop of Rochester, and 
he, too, like Thomas More, refused to 
acknowledge King Henry’s divorce and 
re-marriage and declaration of himself as 
head of the Church in England. He too was 
executed for treason. Both Thomas More 

and John Fisher were canonized by Pope Pius 
XI in 1935. Ironically, both of them are buried 
in the floor in the Anglican chapel at the Tower 
of London along with Anne Boleyn.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Friday, June 23, is the feast day of the Most 

Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Nativity of John the Baptist
Saturday, June 24, is the feast day of the 

Nativity of John the Baptist. His birthday is 
reported in Luke 1:57-66. Saint John the Bap-
tist foretold the coming of Jesus and baptized 
Jesus, his cousin, in the River Jordan.

Ted King is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Saint Anthony 
of Padua

Saint John the 
Baptist

Saint Aloysius 
Gonzaga

Father Joseph P. Schwarz and Deacon Max Schwarz

Father Timothy D. Luschen and Deacon Loren F. 
Luschen

Father Christopher Brashears and Deacon Bart 
Brashears


