
Seven years ago Pyi Oak had no way to make a
living, no home, no family and no country. After a
military takeover squelched hope of democracy in
Burma and violence stripped him of his entire support
system, including the mother of his baby boy, Pyi
reached out for help. He finally found refuge in far-off
Oklahoma with help from Catholic Charities.

Today, he not only has a job, a home and a country,
but a new first name in honor of the Oklahomans who
gave him and his now teen-age son a chance to live
in freedom. On April 27, when Pyi was granted U.S.
citizenship, he legally took the first name “Okla” out of
love for the land and people he now considers family.

Okla Pyi Oak’s cherished freedom was long in
coming. In 1975 during his second year in college, he
was jailed for participating in a student protest against
Burma’s socialist dictatorship. Upon his release four
years later, Okla says, he remained committed to work-
ing toward a democratic government in Burma.

With the resignation of military dictator General Ne
Win in 1988, Burma erupted in mass demonstrations
favoring democratization, but the peaceful protests were
violently suppressed. Thousands were killed as a new
military junta came to power.

Military authorities began calling the country
Myanmar instead of Burma.

Okla escaped re-
imprisonment and

possible death by
moving to camps

along the Thai-
B u r m e s e
border. There
he joined
supporters of
Aung San Suu
Kyi, leader of

the National
League for

Democracy, a
political party

advocating non-violent
change through civil dis-

obedience.

Suu Kyi
was put under
house arrest
and offered
freedom only if
she would
leave the
country, but
she refused.
Despite her
detention, the
NLD party
won decisively
in the 1990
elections with
82 percent of parliamentary seats, but the military
nullified the election and refused to relinquish power.
Suu Kyi has remained imprisoned for most of the last 17
years and was awarded the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize for
her struggle.

“We wanted a diplomatic solution. We wanted
democracy without violence,” Okla says, but the military
threat loomed constantly.

In 1992 while living along the border, Okla, a
Buddhist, married a Muslim woman named The Dar
Nwe. Two years later, their son, Aye Kyaw Soe, was born
just as the military stepped up attacks on the border
camps.

It was in one such attack that Okla’s wife was killed.
Tearfully, he recalls his heartache and worry for his
baby’s safety. “Our son was only 10 months old. He had
no mother, no food, no drink, no breast milk — only rice
pudding and sugar to eat. I was so worried about his
future.”

As air attacks became more frequent and conditions
in the border camps worsened, Okla and Aye fled to
Bangkok, Thailand, for safety. At a Bangkok refugee
camp, the United Nations High Commission for
Refugees helped Okla apply for permission to move to
the United States. The process took two years.

Aye says he remembers few details about the
violence and hardship of his early childhood, but he does
recall landing in America for the first time and being
met at the airport by workers from Catholic Charities of
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. He was 5 years old

continued on page 3
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Burmese Refugee Gains U.S. Citizenship,
Takes Name of Land He Loves

GUTHRIE — Saint Mary’s
Catholic School has seen some good
times and some not so good times,
since three Benedictine Sisters
stepped from a railroad car on Sept.
27, 1889, at the upstart Oklahoma
town of Guthrie and started a parish
school here.

The school is in the best of times
today.

The school added a seventh
grade to its kindergarten through
sixth-grade facility this past school
year and in August, Saint Mary’s
will add an eighth grade.

The school served 151 students
this year and next school year that
number is expected to climb to 165.

“The parents really wanted to
see a program that went through the
eighth grade because they believed
seventh and eighth grade is such
a critical development time for
children and they wanted to keep
the faith development in place,”
said Shelia Guthrie, Saint Mary
principal.

“The parents said they would
pay for the extra cost and that is the
only way this could happen,” she
said.

Saint Mary’s has a Montessori
Program for 2- and 3-year-olds that
has been in place for several years.

In a town of around 13,000
residents, Saint Mary’s burgeoning
school population is a tribute to the
school and the parish.

The progress of the school has to
continued on page 5

Saint Mary
School In
Guthrie
Expands to
Eighth Grade

By Rex Hogan
For the Sooner Catholic

Okla Pyi Oak, left, and his son, Aye Kyaw
Soe, after his naturalization ceremony.

America’s Hope
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“Be sealed with the gift of
the Holy Spirit!”

Each year I repeat this sacra-
mental form more than 1,000 times
during the so-called Confirmation
season. Actually, Confirmation can and
is administered throughout the year.
However, the vast majority of our
Confirmation celebrations take place
during the Easter season, thus I am
just completing them.

This year, I will have confirmed
more than 1,000 young adults (high
school students) at 52 different
churches throughout our Archdiocese.
The “classes” or groups ranged from
two candidates at Sacred Heart
Mangum to 108 at Saint John in
Edmond. The majority of the classes
are between 20 and 30.

An hour before the Confirmation
ceremony I meet with the candidates.
During that time I emphasize how very
important Confirmation is in their
lives, not because of what they are
doing, nor what I do, although both
their response and my action are
important. The most important reality
in Confirmation is what God does. It is
God who marks us as His chosen
persons. It is God who seals us with the
gift of His Holy Spirit and the Spirit’s
accompanying spiritual gifts for life.

During this preparatory time
immediately before the ceremony, I
focus the candidate’s attention on the
fact that this is a special time of prayer.
What a great joy it is then to see so
many high school students, young men
and women so responsive to this action
of God in their lives. In fact, most
candidates display a great deal of zeal
and enthusiasm. They are indeed,
young people of great faith as they are
sealed and marked by God with an out-
pouring of the gifts of His Spirit.

The essential rite of this sacrament

consists in the imposition of hands over
all candidates at once.Then there is the
anointing of each one with the sacred
Chrism on the forehead which is done
by the laying on of my hand and
through the words “Be sealed with the
gift of the Holy Spirit.”

In this year’s Confirmation cere-
monies I have tried to impress upon the
young people a sense of responsibility.
Thus in my homily I tell them: “Unlike
little children who cannot yet think
logically or judge critically, you are
beginning to recognize that when you
make good choices, you get good
results. Likewise, when you make bad
choices you get bad results!

When you listen to Jesus, who is
the Way, the Truth and the Life, you
always make a good choice. When you
disobey Jesus, it is always a bad choice.
This is exactly what sin is. Sin is dis-
obedience to Jesus. It is turning away
from Him. It is a rejection of God’s plan.
Sin is always evil and always affects us
negatively. Sin brings us misery and
unhappiness. God, on the other hand,
offers us peace and joy and love and life
everlasting.”

I end my homily by reminding the
candidates that the anointing I will do
with the Sacred Chrism is done in the
form of a cross traced over each one’s
forehead. The cross is made as a visible
expression of the everlasting sign of our
salvation.

Jesus came to save us from sin.
Jesus came to bring us new life. Jesus
came that we might have life and have
it more abundantly. I then urge the
candidates that they will never, never
forget the sign of the cross I make over
them. Through the cross we are all able
to make our perpetual commitment to
the Lord because the cross is Jesus’
sign of His perpetual love for us.

I tell the young people to always
remember the cross on which Jesus
died for us. To help them do this, I hold

up a crucifix before them and inform
them that after the Communion of the
Mass, I will bless enough crucifixes so
that each of them will receive a blessed
crucifix to take home with them. I urge
them to take that blessed crucifix with
them wherever they go in life. I tell
them to look at that crucifix gratefully
and to learn to live by the cross as
Jesus invites us: “Take up the Cross
and follow Me.”

My experience in the 52 churches
where I will have confirmed more than
1,000 young people this year has been
most inspiring and assuring. I know
now that the next generation of
Catholic leaders will be faithful and
loyal because they are discerning God’s
Will. With the guidance of God’s Holy
Spirit they will discover that God offers
us many gifts, graces and blessings
through the Holy Catholic Church
which He established for our salvation.

I wish also to express a word of
sincere gratitude on behalf of all the
young people who have been confirmed
and have been presented with a blessed
crucifix. All these crucifixes have been
donated by the good women of the
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic
Women (ACCW). Thank you and God
bless you.

Sooner Catholic

2  Sooner Catholic    June 24, 2007●●

The Good News                                              

. . . Confirmation 
I know now that 
the next
generation of
Catholic
leaders will
be faithful
and loyal
because they
are discern-
ing God’s Will
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What do the African nations of
Mali, Chad, Benin and Burkina Faso
share with Jackson, Tillman and
Cimarron counties in Oklahoma?
They all have experienced the unin-
tended consequences stemming from
U.S. farm policy.

The U.S. Farm Bill is reauthorized
approximately every five years.
This omnibus legislation determines
the policies which govern food and
nutrition, commodity, conservation
and rural development programs.
These policies affect all Americans,
because we all eat, and rely on our
natural resources to provide clean
water and air, healthy food and recre-
ation. But some parts of the Farm
Bill, such as commodity programs,
have specific impacts on rural
Oklahoma and rural West Africa.

U.S. farmers that grow a narrow
range of crops, predominantly cotton,
corn, rice, soybeans and wheat, are
eligible for commodity payments.
These subsidies are intended to create
a safety net so that American farms
can weather the ups and downs of
the market. When the price at the
elevator is less than the cost of
production, our farmers receive
money from the taxpayer to ensure
that expenses are covered and, some-
times, profits enhanced.

In the case of some subsidies,
checks are cut in relation to actual
bushels produced and the amount of
acres farmed — the more bushels and
acres, the higher the check. That
means that even in a falling market,
the  only  incentive  is  to  produce

more and expand when possible.
Expansion, of course, means fewer
farms, less people and less business
for rural communities.

A Kansas City Federal Reserve
Bank study in March of 2005 summa-
rized the overall impact of crop subsi-
dies on rural America as follows:
“Farm payments are not providing a
strong boost to the rural economy in
those counties that most depend on
them. Job gains are weak and popula-
tion growth is actually negative in
most of the counties where farm
payments are the biggest share of
income.”

That is certainly the case for the
majority of agricultural counties in
western Oklahoma. For example,
according to the Environmental
Working Group subsidy database,
Jackson and Tillman counties
received some of the highest amounts
of crop subsidies from 2003 to 2005.
At the same time, U.S. Census Bureau
shows that these same counties lost

over 8 percent of their population
since the 2000 census. Both also have
poverty levels over 14 percent which
is approximately 3 percent higher
than the state average.

When one looks at the counties
with the highest population losses —
Harmon, Roger Mills and Cimarron,
the same trend holds true. They are
all in far western Oklahoma, all are
dependent upon farm subsidies, and
all have higher than average poverty
rates.

And what does this have to do
with Africa? When U.S. producers are
encouraged to overproduce a crop like
cotton and sell it at a price sometimes
less than half the cost of production,
farmers in the world’s poorest
countries suffer.

Farmers in Mali or Chad do not
receive subsidies, growing their crops
without machinery or irrigation. Most
struggle to survive on just a dollar
a day. And they find themselves
attempting to compete with cheap

crops subsidized by Uncle Sam.
The end result there is pretty

much as it is in the United States:
rural people are displaced, migrating
to cities where jobs may or may not
exist. Poverty rates rise and hunger
increases.

And instead of Africans having
the ability to work at livelihoods that
help them feed themselves, invest in
water wells, schools and clinics, they
often have to become dependent upon
aid donated by other nations.

Reforming the 2007 farm bill can
do much to reduce these negative
consequences while still supporting
American agriculture. A safety net is
needed, but payments should be
decoupled from production.

Incentives for public benefits like
clean water and conservation should
replace payments for more and more
bushels. Farmers and rural residents
should be given entrepreneurial
opportunities to diversify crops and
grow for new and emerging markets.

Oklahoma farmers rely on a
global market and our current subsi-
dies jeopardize that market because
of their price-distorting effects. But
more importantly, in order for our
economy to grow and prosper, we need
growing economies all around the
world — whether in Boise City or
Djidian, Mali.

— Jim French farms and
ranches in Reno County, Kan., and is
the lead organizer for Oxfam
America’s agriculture campaign.
Oxfam America is an international
development agency working on long-
term solutions to poverty and hunger.

Farm Bill Focus of July 10 Meeting 
Jim French, Kansas farmer and rancher and lead field organizer for

Oxfam America, will be in Oklahoma City on Tuesday, July 10 to talk to
Oklahomans about the upcoming Farm Bill. Our nation has a chance to
modify the commodity payment program to strengthen rural America and
give small-scale farmers at home and abroad a chance to compete in world
markets, as well as to protect and expand spending for the nutrition and
food stamp programs that feed the hungry in our country. The U.S. Farm
Bill affects millions of people at home and globally. Come learn what you
can do to help create a more just farm bill.

The meeting will be held at 7 p.m. in the Connor Center of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Cathedral on 3214 Lake Avenue, Oklahoma City. For more
information, call 525 2349 Ext. 110.

By Jim French

Rural Oklahoma Suffers From Effects of U.S. Farm Policy

continued from page 1
and ready to start kindergarten. With
help from Catholic Charities, he was
enrolled in Gatewood School and soon
learned English. Now 13, Aye attends
Dove Science Academy and says he
hopes to become a medical doctor.

Catholic Charities Refugee and
Resettlement Department provides
housing, food, clothing, employment
assistance and English instruction to
refugees from foreign lands who have
been victimized for religious, ethnic or
political reasons. The program’s goal
is to empower families to achieve self-
sufficiency and full participation in
the community. Last year, 80 new
refugees from nine countries were
assisted.

Within three weeks after Okla’s
arrival in the United States, Catholic
Charities helped him find a part-time
job packing and loading newspapers

at The Oklahoman. He took classes in
English as a Second Language and
after five months landed full-time
work at Trinity Industries where he
stayed for three years.

At one point, when Okla was
between jobs, a social worker urged
him to apply for unemployment
compensation or Temporary
Assistance to Needy Families, but he
declined. “I was a young, strong man.
I could work,” he recalls. “I thought
the aid should be saved for others.”

Okla now is employed in the sheet
metal department at Jet Services, but
also works as a part-time driver at
Catholic Charities.

Catholic Charities refugee case
manager Maleeha Siddique, who
originally came to the United States
as a refugee from Afghanistan, says
the agency depends on Okla to
provide other refugee clients rides to

English classes, grocery stores and
various appointments.

“He is a real good person —
always wanting to help,” Siddique
says. “He gives new refugees rides and
even teaches them to drive in his
spare time.”

Okla says he identifies with newly
arrived refugees and wants to ease
their transition to American life. He
says, “Catholic Charities is my family.
We are all from different cultures, but
we are one family. When I help them,
it feels good.”

Last year, Okla took Aye back to
Thailand for a month-long rendezvous
with family members from Burma,
many of whom he had not seen in
17 years. Such visits are rare and
difficult to arrange because families of
Burmese exiles are watched closely
by the Myanmar government. Okla
worries that the visits could put his

loved ones in danger with military
police.

The trip went well, however. Aye
met his relatives for the first time.
Okla got married again. His new wife,
Mathant, is a Burmese Buddhist
living in a refugee camp in Thailand.
Although Mathant had to stay behind
when Okla and Aye returned, she has
applied for permission to join her new
husband and stepson in Oklahoma.

Okla says he grieves that he is
separated from his loved ones over-
seas, but until he is able to see them
again, his Catholic Charities “family”
and new U.S. citizenship will sustain
him.

Aye says his father greatly
respects Oklahoma and the American
people. “Whatever happens, he will
serve America for any reason,” Aye
adds. “And he will defend it with his
life.”

Refugee Gains U.S. Citizenship
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OKLAHOMA CITY — Current
collections stand at $1,875,893.00
from pledges of $3,086,959.00 from
only 28 percent (10,681) of the total
archdiocesan membership. This
number includes almost 3,000 new
donors.

Forty-six parishes or missions
have reached or exceeded their
financial targets and have
contributed an additional
$277,796.00 to this year’s appeal.
Also, 30 parishes or missions have
participation rates of over 40
percent of their members.

Seventy-two percent of the
membership have not responded to
this opportunity to support God’s
work. We hope and pray that in
their own way they have opened
their hearts to God’s love and are

responding to His love by helping
to do His work through other
opportunities as we know many
have.

However, this opportunity to
donate to this year’s ADF Appeal is
still available to anyone who now
finds that it is something they
would like to do. Please just
complete the form below and mail it
to: Archdiocesan Development Fund
Appeal, 7501 N.W. Expressway,
Oklahoma City, Okla. 73132.

Saint Augustine has said,
“Where your pleasure is, there your
treasure is: Where your treasure,
there your heart; where your heart,
there your happiness.” May God be
in your hearts every day in every
way to fill your life with happiness.

ADF Staff

ADF Appeal Update
Have You Made Your Pledge Yet?

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal 2007 Gift Form
Mr. and/or Mrs.
Ms., Rev., Dr.:

Spouse:

Billing Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone Number:

E-mail:

Parish:

Signature:

My Total Contribution is $_______     Make Checks Payable to ADF
I will pay my balance in the 

Amount Paying Today $_______     following way:
___5 payments Aug-Dec

Balance $_______      ___1 Payment 
Indicate Month ______

Mail to: ADF P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123

Providence Bishop Blasts Giuliani,
Calls His Abortion Stance ‘Pathetic’

PROVIDENCE, R.I. (Zenit.org). —
Bishop Thomas Tobin blasted
Republican presidential hopeful Rudy
Giuliani in the Rhode Island Catholic
newspaper, calling the former
New York mayor’s position on
abortion “pathetic and
confusing” and “hypo-
critical.”

In a column,
Bishop Tobin spoke
out against the
candidate’s positions,
citing a speech
Giuliani gave at
Houston Baptist
College.

Giuliani said he
believes abortion is
morally wrong but
that the viewpoints of
those who think it is right must be
respected.

Bishop  Tobin  wrote: “Rudy’s
explanation is a classic expression of
the position on abortion we’ve heard
from weak-kneed politicians so
frequently in recent years:

“‘I’m personally opposed to it but
don’t want to impose my views on other
people.’ The incongruity of that position
has been exposed many times now. As
I’ve asked previously, would we let any
politician get away with the same
pathetic cop-out on other issues: ‘I’m
personally opposed to … racial discrim-
ination, sexual abuse, prostitution, drug
abuse, polygamy, incest … but don’t
want to impose my beliefs on others?’”

The Providence bishop recalled
that Catholics are “required to be
pro-life” and said that “Rudy’s pre-

posterous position is compounded by
the fact that he professes to be a
Catholic. […] As a leader, as a public
official, Rudy Giuliani has a special
obligation in that regard.”

The 59-year-old prelate cited a U.S.
bishops document,
which says that “if a
Catholic in his or
her personal or
professional life were
knowingly and obsti-
nately to repudiate
(the Church’s)
definitive teaching on
moral issues, he or
she would seriously
diminish his or her
communion with the
Church.”

The bishop
recalled that Giuliani is not the only
Catholic politician who strays from
Church teaching.

“Rudy’s defection from the Catholic
faith on this moral issue is not unique,
of course,” Bishop Tobin lamented.
“Catholic politicians of both parties,
nationwide, have followed a similar
path in abandoning the faith for the
sake of political expediency: Ted
Kennedy, John Kerry, Pat Leahy, Nancy
Pelosi and Joe Biden come quickly to
mind. And on a local level, of course,
Congressman Patrick Kennedy and
Sen. Jack Reed.

“How these intelligent men and
women will someday stand before the
judgment seat of God and explain why
they legitimized the death of countless
innocent children in the sin of abortion
is beyond me.”

“Catholic politicians
of both parties,
nationwide, have
followed a similar
path in abandoning
the faith for the
sake of political
expediency.”

God is good. I have thought it
and said it and meant it thousands of
times. But when I awoke Easter
Sunday two years ago to discover my
husband had died in his sleep, that
was not the first thought I had. It
should have been. After praying
for Bob and making those gut-
wrenching calls to 911 and family
members, it occurred to me that
liturgically, Easter Sunday is one of
the most beautiful days of the year ...
an appropriate day for someone who
lived so honorably.

The following Sunday afternoon,
when the last daughter had gone
home, I remember thinking, “Now
what?” The life I had known and
loved was gone. I was alone.
Absolutely alone for the first time in
my life ... or so I thought and felt.

But God has graciously provided
me with a strong faith and a
wonderful family and caring friends
who offer prayer and practical help.
When my friend Carol called to say
she was sending a Beginning
Experience brochure, I was open to
the possibility that it might be a good
thing.

As I approached the Pastoral
Center, I began to rethink my
decision to spend the weekend
with people I did not know. Not
particularly outgoing by nature and
feeling vulnerable because my
emotions were all over the place, it
took several times repeating, “My
trust is in the name of the Lord”

before I actually stopped the car, got
my things and walked to the door.
Truly kind people helped me get to
the room I shared with a delightful
young woman. I keep her in my
prayers to this day. Looking back, I
marvel at God’s handiwork. I have
never met anyone whose losses are
more like mine.

After the first session with team
members and other participants, I
was hooked. There is nothing quite
like being with people who, as my
granddaughter might say, “get me.”
And I “got them”... a whole room full
of them. This was a safe place.

Start to finish, the weekend was
more remarkable than I dared hope.
And hope is a pivotal word. That’s
what the weekend is all about.
Moving into the future with a
renewed sense of hope. Designed by
professionals and presented by a
team of caring people whose honesty
encourages participants to dig deep
during times of reflection, the
program is a respecter of privacy and
confidentiality. You share only what
you wish to share in small group.
That weekend gave me the direction,
toward God, that I needed. It has
made all the difference.

The next BE weekend will be
July 21-23 at the Pastoral Center,
7501 NW Expressway, Oklahoma
City. If you or someone you know is
dealing with the loss of a loved one
through separation, divorce or death,
please prayerfully consider contact-
ing the Office of Family Life at (405)
721-5651 Ext. 108 for information.

By Evelyn Bailey 

Beginning Experience
Weekend Helps Begin New Life of Hope
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Pope’s Book on Christ Not Meant as a Quick Read 
Pope Benedict XVI. Jesus of

Nazareth: From the Baptism in the
Jordan to the Transfiguration. New
York: Doubleday, May 2007. 374 pages.
ISBN 0-385-52341-7. $24.95.

4 1/2 stars out of 5
The words to describe this book are

“wow” and “awe inspiring.” This is the
first in a series of volumes that the
pope is planning to publish. This book
is at times very deep and at other times
very academic. General readers may
have a hard time with it. This book is
not meant to be rushed. It requires
some reflection and even at times
prayer.

The pope discusses and quotes
various theologians and Fathers of the
Church when examining his topics of
the period of Jesus’ life from his
baptism to the Transfiguration. Many
of the theologians he quotes are
German and could be an incentive to
investigate these theologians’ work
since they made an impact on the pope.
He does not agree with all of them,
though. In fact, he refutes what some of
them present. Some of the names
of theologians he quotes are Rudolf
Schnackenburg, Peter Stuhlmacher,
Rudolf Pesch, Joachim Jeremias, Pierre
Grelot, Jurgen Moltmann, Joachim
Gnilka and many others. The pope
quotes from various Church Fathers
like Saint Augustine, Saint Cyril of
Alexandria, Origen, Saint John
Chrysostom, Saint Cyprian and others.
He also brings in Jewish, Protestant
and Orthodox authors to help bring out
what he is saying about a topic he is
discussing. He also refutes various
philosophers like Friedrich Nietzsche,
Karl Marx and others who deny
Christianity’s benefit to the world. The
pope also uses Scripture from Old and
New Testaments in his discussions.

The pope in his foreword en-
courages others to enter into a
discussion or dialogue with him on the
life, works and ministry of Jesus
Christ. He also states this book is not
infallible and he is not writing this
book as part of his office as pope. He
states the book is his “personal search

for the face of the Lord.” In the fore-
word he presents the history of the
development of the understanding of
the Scriptures through time, especially
during modern times with the various
developments of biblical studies like
the historical-critical method. He also
shows that the Second Vatican Council
encourages Scripture scholars and the-
ologians to investigate the Scriptures
to help the Church to have a better
understanding of what God is saying to
us today. The introduction sets the
stage from a Scripture point of view for
the Gospels and the life of Jesus.

As stated above, this is the first in
a series of volumes the pope hopes to
write, but since he is 80 years old, he
wanted to make sure what he has
already prepared is published in case
he cannot complete the set. That is why
his first volume starts with the baptism
of the Lord instead of the nativity
narratives of Matthew and Luke. He
hopes to complete his writings on that
and have that volume published.

In Chapter 1, the pope discusses
what baptism was and why Jesus had
to be baptized. John the Baptist
thought that Jesus should baptize him
instead of him baptizing Jesus.
Chapter 2 is concerned with the
temptation of Jesus by the devil. The
pope discusses what is going on, but
also about all of the symbolism that is
happening, too. Chapter 3 is on the
Gospel of the Kingdom of God where
the pope discusses what “kingdom”
means. It has various meanings.
Chapter 4 is on the Sermon on the
Mount. The pope examines the Sermon
and its differences in Matthew
compared to Luke. He examines the
various beatitudes and what they
mean based on other Scriptures and
what Church Fathers and others
comment as to their meaning. This
chapter is very involved, but worth
reading patiently. That is not a
negative thing.

In Chapter 5 the pope examines
the Lord’s Prayer petition by petition.
There is much material here on this
beloved prayer which most people pray

at great speed without really thinking
or reflecting on what they are praying.
The pope encourages people to slow
down a bit and realize what they are
saying. His examination of this prayer
is a wonderful meditation. Chapter 6 is
on the calling of the Twelve Apostles,
but it is also the calling of the 70 or 72
disciples. The pope shows that this is
reflecting back to the 12 sons or tribes
of Israel and the 70 elders who helped
Moses during the Exodus journey in
the desert. Chapter 7 is on the message
of the parables. This is an extensive
examination of what parables are and
he examines a select few. He examines
the parables of the Good Samaritan,
the Prodigal Son and the Rich Man and
Lazarus. These are great reflections.

In Chapter 8 the pope examines
the principal images of John’s Gospel.
Up to this point he has been examining
the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark
and Luke) and now he discusses the
Gospel of John. He discusses the
possible identity of the author. He
agrees with the traditional view that
the author is Saint John the Apostle.
He then discusses the principal images
in John: water, vine and wine, bread
and the shepherd.

Chapter 9 is on Peter’s confession
and the Transfiguration. Peter’s confes-
sion is in all three of the Synoptic
Gospels and is in similar form in each.
The pope also says that it is in John’s
too, but in a different form. He shows
the primacy of Peter amongst the
Apostles from these verses, but also
from other Scriptures, and he also
examines Jesus’ remonstration with
Peter about his view of what the
messiah was to be; Peter and others of
his time thought that the messiah
would be a worldly king and only for
Israel. The pope examines how Peter

and the others came to realize who
Jesus really was and that Jesus’ titles
developed from teacher and rabbi to
Lord and ultimately to Lord and God.
The pope discusses when the Trans-
figuration happened in time. Was it
during the Feast of Tabernacles or
Booths or when? He shows that the
Transfiguration was a theophany
similar to the theophany on Mt. Sinai.

Chapter 10 is on the identity of
Jesus. This is a wonderful reflection on
the true identity of Jesus. The pope
shows that the Apostles and the
disciples slowly came to realize who
Jesus is, that he is the Son of God. The
early Church had to grapple and define
what this meant which led to the
Nicene Creed. Many could not accept
that Jesus is God and many people
today only think of him as a good
religious person, but they do not accept
him as God. The publisher provides a
glossary of terms with very short
definitions and there is a bibliography.

The pope refutes modern day falla-
cies throughout this book. He does it
in connection with the topic he is
discussing. He brings the reader along
with him on his search for God. He
shows that life has meaning and that
there is an afterlife. He argues that
Jesus is still with us and is concerned
about us. He shows that Jesus is the
Son of God and not a mere human or
angel who came to save us from sin and
death. He also shows that Jesus took on
our very flesh at the Incarnation to be
like us in everything but sin.

Many reviews have been written
about the pope’s new book. This
reviewer decided not to read them
to avoid being influenced by what
others have to say about this book.
This book is highly recommended.

Brother Benet Exton is a
Benedictine Monk at Saint Gregory’s
Abbey in Shawnee. Among other duties
he serves as the librarian there and
writes book reviews regularly for
several Catholic publications,
including the Sooner Catholic.

Brother’s
Review
By Brother
Benet Exton,
O.S.B.

continued from page 1
be measured by what it has been
through.

In 1933, in the midst of the
Depression, the school closed its
doors. The school opened again
shortly after the end of World War II.

“The school hadn’t had a seventh
grade since the 1980s. In the 1990s,
there were 50 students and it was
on the verge of closing. It was a
challenge for the parish to keep it
open,” Guthrie said.

“To expand the school as we are
now 10 or 15 years later is a huge
leap of faith,” She said.

When parents started talking
about adding the eighth grade this
year, the parish council set bench-
marks for that to happen. Saint
Mary’s Parish Council subsidizes the
school by just over $100,000 a year.

“We surveyed the parents of the
students now in school because we
had to know if the parents were
willing to cover the costs of opening a

seventh grade this year and an
eighth grade next year.

“We currently have 12 students
in the seventh grade and we needed
15 to cover the costs. We also needed
parents who will have children in
these two classes to commit to us for
the next two years,” she said.

The parents said yes.
“Our Catholic parents and our

non-Catholic     parents     wanted     a
Christian curriculum in this environ-
ment,” she said.

The parish sponsored an auction
in April that raised $35,000 for the
school.

“We needed $15,000 just to make
changes to the facility and to buy
furniture. The other funds will be
used to pay for laptop computers and
a computer lab,” Guthrie said.

“Our goal is to eventually have
20 students in each classroom,” she
said.

Guthrie   said   70   percent   of
students at the school are Catholic.

Saint Mary School Expands
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The  U.S. Navy  parachute  team, the  Leap  Frogs, recently  staged  a
performance at Bishop McGuinness Clement Pribil Stadium. The team
performed aeronautical maneuvers and jumps reaching speeds of 120 mph. Over
250 people watched as 14 parachute jumpers leapt out of an aircraft and free fell
several thousand feet before deploying their parachutes. One of the first jumpers
landed carrying the McGuinness “Irish” flag with green smoke cascading from it.

After their performance, the Leap Frogs invited all youngsters to join them
on the field to assist in packing up their parachutes and answer any questions.
Later, they posed for pictures and signed autographs. Keeping the crowd enter-
tained prior to the Leap Frogs demonstration was the U.S. Navy band.

The Leap Frogs team is comprised of the Navy’s best, the U.S. Navy SEAL
and Special Warfare commandos. The 14 members are from one of the two Naval
Special Warfare groups located on both coasts. Each member joins for a three-year
tour. Upon completion they return to operational units.

Formed in 1969, the parachute team was officially commissioned in 1974 by
the Chief of Naval Operations. Its mission is to demonstrate Navy excellence,
support recruiting efforts and promote the Naval Special Warfare community
throughout the United States.

Posing with the U.S. Navy parachute team, the Leap Frogs, is left, BMCHS Alum Admiral
Greg Slavonic, ’67, Leap Frog parachute jumpers, Rear Admiral Doug McClain, USN,
director of Global Operations (J-3), U.S. Strategic Command, McGuinness Principal
David Morton and his son, Navy Seal Zach Morton, ’98.

Navy Parachute Team Drops In On McGuinness

OKLAHOMA CITY — Principal Talita DeNegri announced that Mount Saint
Mary High School earned accreditation for the 2006-07 school year from the
North Central Association Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement
(NCA CASI). The association recognized the school on April 3 at its annual
awards luncheon held in Chicago.

To earn accreditation, schools must meet NCA CASI’s high standards, be
evaluated by a team of professionals from outside the school, and implement a
continuous school improvement plan focused on increasing student performance.
The accreditation process is voluntary and requires annual review.

“Accreditation demonstrates to our students, parents and community that we
are focused on raising student achievement, providing a safe and enriching learn-
ing environment and maintaining an efficient and effective operation staffed by
highly qualified educators,” said DeNegri. “NCA CASI accreditation is recognized
across state lines, which not only eases the transfer process as students move
from accredited school to accredited school, but also assures parents that the
school is meeting regionally and nationally accepted standards for quality and
successful professional practice.”

Accreditation provides an external mark of quality and a focus on continuous
school improvement. Vice principal Whitney Faires, who leads the school’s
improvement team, stated, “The real value of NCA CASI accreditation is the focus
on improvement. The accreditation process focuses the school staff on analyzing
student performance data, identifying areas of weakness and developing clear
goals and plans for improvement. We regularly assess and measure our progress
in all goal areas, and NCA CASI holds us accountable for demonstrating growth.
The process keeps everyone in the building focused on raising student achieve-
ment.”

Parents and interested community members can learn more about NCA
CASI accreditation at www.ncacasi.org.

Mount Saint Mary’s
Awarded NCA Accreditation

Chew on This to Celebrate Feast
The Religious Education

Board of Our Lady’s Cathedral
will continue the Chew On This
series at 6 p.m. on Saturday,
June 30. Judy Reilly will give an
appropriately timed presentation
as we celebrate the Feast of Our
Lady. The gathering will take
place in the Connor Center at
the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help. Participants are
encouraged to bring food to share,
while beverages will be provided.

An avid study of Mary, Reilly
is a longtime member of the
parish of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help. She will give an overview
of religious icons in general
while delving deeper into the
story behind this most famous of
ladies.

Please join us in the Connor
Center of Our Lady’s immediately
following 5 p.m. Mass. Bring a
friend, your favorite dish to share
and enjoy fellowship with and a
stimulating discussion on Our
Lady.

Currently, two Chew On This
speakers remain, each with very
unique topics for the audience to
digest during the course of the
evenings.

Saturday, Aug. 18: Archbishop
Beltran, “What it Means to be
Catholic.”

Saturday, Oct. 13: Mary
Diane   Steltenkamp, “Religious
Art.”

If you have questions, contact
Faith Reilly at 523-3057.
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Several Adorers of the Blood of
Christ who ministered in Oklahoma
celebrated 65 or more years as
professed Adorers at the Wichita
Center in Wichita, Kan. The celebra-
tion took place May 20.

Sister Bernice
Taylor was born
in Canute and is
celebrating 65
years as an
Adorer of the
Blood of Christ.
She received a
master’s degree
from St. Louis
University and
studied library
science at
Emporia St.

Teachers College in Kansas. Her 48
years of education ministry found her
in several schools in Kansas and
Oklahoma, mostly in elementary
education. In the Oklahoma City
Diocese she taught at St. Joseph and
St. Francis Xavier in Stillwater; St.
Mary’s in McAlester; St. Francis in
Canute; St. Joseph in Elk City; Holy
Trinity in Okarche; and St. Mary’s
in Medford. She also shared her
experience as an instructor in the
education department at Sacred
Heart/Kansas Newman College, now
Newman University, for seven years.
Even after retiring from teaching, she
continued her dedication to education
as a volunteer at Ryan Library at
Newman. She is now Living Mission
in Later Life at the Wichita Center.

Sister Nicolette Herman was born
in Westphalia, Kan., and is celebrating

70 years as an
Adorer of the
Blood of Christ.
Her early
ministry was
domestic services
in various
convents in
Kansas and
Oklahoma. In
1947 she began
a ministry as
executive house-
keeper at St.

Mary’s Hospital in Enid. Except from
1960 to 1968 when she was the
executive housekeeper at St. Francis
Hospital in Tulsa, Sister served at St.
Mary’s until 2005 when she moved to
the Wichita Center. The last 10 years
of her time at St. Mary’s, she served as
a volunteer, continuing her dedication
and service there. She is currently
Living Mission in Later Life at the
Wichita Center.

Sister Augusta Pfannenstiel was
born in Ness City, Kan., and is cele-
brating 70 years as an Adorer of the
Blood of Christ. Sister spent the
majority of her early ministry teach-
ing in Oklahoma at St. Francis,
Canute, Holy Trinity, Okarche, and
Holy Family, Canute. When she
returned to Wichita in 1963, her focus
was on working in special education
and she returned to Oklahoma and
helped children who needed extra help
at Christ the King School, Oklahoma

City, from 1973-
1979. In 1979 she
began a 19-year
ministry at Christ
the King School in
Wichita, Kan.,
helping children
who needed extra
help. She is
currently Living
Mission in Later
Life at the
Wichita Center.

Sister Floriana Voegeli was born
in St. Marks, Kan., and is celebrating

70 years as an
Adorer of the
Blood of Christ.
She began her
ministry as a
nurse in hospitals
in New Mexico
and Oklahoma,
spending a total
of 13 years at St.
Mary’s Hospital
in Enid.
After studying
pharmacy at

Creighton University, she spent 14
years as pharmacy supervisor at a
hospital in Carlsbad, N.M. Returning
to Wichita in 1989, she served at the
Acuto Center, becoming director of
services from 1990-1992. She then
moved to the then Provincial House
and served as driver and receptionist
there until she began Living Mission
in Later Life in 1995.

Sister Charlotte Rohr was born in
Munjor, Kan., and
is celebrating 75
years as an
Adorer of the
Blood of Christ.
Her 35 years in
health care
ministry found
her serving in a
wide range of
p l a c e s :
Oklahoma, New
Mexico, Illinois,
North Dakota,

Missouri and Kansas. While in
Oklahoma, she worked as a lab
technician at Municipal Hospital in
Stillwater, St. Mary’s Hospital in Enid
and St. Francis Hospital in Tulsa.
Besides her ministry in the United
States, she helped set up a laboratory
in a hospital in Belem, Brazil, she
was part of a missionary team to
Guatemala, and worked in health
care administration for Catholic
Relief Services in Yemen.

After completing C.P.E. training
in 1980, her ministry focused more on
pastoral ministry. From 1980 to 1983
she was part of the pastoral care
department at St. Anthony Hospital
in Oklahoma City.

In 1993 she returned to
Oklahoma City and volunteered in
pastoral ministry at Corpus Christi
Parish, St. Ann’s Home and prison
ministry. She is currently Living
Mission in Later Life at the Wichita
Center.

Adorers of the Blood of Christ Celebrate Anniversaries

Taylor

Herman

Pfannenstiel 

Voegeli

Rohr

At the Oklahoma state convention
for the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas, Father John Michalichka
was honored for his 27 years of service.
The convention, held at the Pastoral
Center in Oklahoma City, used the
theme “Workers in God’s Vineyard.”
Using this theme, Father Michalickha
was honored with stories from several
of the state officers as well as some of
the members who had been to several
national conventions with him, telling
about his work for the Catholic
Daughters. Father received warm
wishes from all of the 85 ladies from 15
courts that attended the convention.
He also celebrated Mass and installed
the new officers — state regent,
Elizabeth Williams; first vice state
regent, Idella Miller; second vice state
regent, Pat Holcomb; secretary,
Barbara Ruhl; and treasurer, Patricia
Swartz.

JCDA Court Our Lady of Fatima
2204, Tulsa, opened the convention
with a flag ceremony and was very
helpful throughout the weekend. Kelly

Roark, a leader in the JCDA, spoke to
the convention and encouraged all of
the courts to start a JCDA court in
their courts. Junior CDA courts are for
Catholic girls ages 6 to 17 and can be
active in any of the Catholic schools.
JCDA Court Our Lady of Fatima is
active in Sts. Peter and Paul School,
Tulsa. All Catholic girls may become
members of JCDA regardless of where
they attend school.

National director Evelyn Saxton
represented the National Board and
addressed the convention on the new
national charity, “The Smile Train.”
She also talked about launching the
new membership campaign to start
more campus courts in Oklahoma.
Membership packages are being
mailed to the different campus
ministers around the state.

The hosting courts were Queenship
of Mary and Queen of Peace of Tulsa,
Court Blessed Katerie of Sapulpa and
Court Bishop Kelly of Okmulgee. Rev.
Joe Townsend of Tulsa has been
selected as the new state chaplain.

Catholic Daughters Honor State Chaplain 

OKLAHOMA CITY — Christ
the King School adopted an
elementary school in Piura, Peru, 12
years ago. During this time Christ
the King has collected over $40,000,
which has been used to build and
purchase many things for the school.
The school, located in the village
of Josemaria Arguedas, recently
changed its name to Cristo el Rey,
which means “Christ the King” in
the native language of Spanish.

Christ the King acquires money
for this school by holding an annual
“Pennies for Peru” collection.
Students are asked to bring in cash
donations of pennies, dollars and
other coins to school. The money is
sent to Peru at the end of the
academic year.

Over the past 12 years, “Pennies
for Peru” has funded construction of
four classrooms, a cafeteria, a dual
library and media center, an outdoor
classroom, bathrooms, a playground,

an outdoor assembly area and a
principal’s office. “Pennies for Peru”
has also provided textbooks, note-
books, televisions, video cassette
recorders, educational videos and
over 3,000 library books.

The relationship between the
two schools goes beyond donations
and construction. Christ the King
students exchange letters with the
Peruvian students. They even
decoupaged two tables for Cristo el
Rey’s library, with photos and facts
about Oklahoma and Christ the
King.

The assistance from Christ the
King has increased literacy rates
and school attendance considerably
in the village. The village has also
seen a significant decrease in crime,
and people are moving to this village
just so their children can attend
Cristo el Rey.

For more information, visit
www.ckschool.com.

The Power of the Penny
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BRIAN R. KELLEY
Brian began his Scouting career

with Pack 120 when he became a Cub
Scout at Christ the King Catholic
School in 1995. In Cub Scouts he
earned the Parvuli Dei and Light of
Christ awards. He also participated
by regularly attending summer day
camps and the George Thomas
summer camp. He crossed over to the
Boy Scouts of Troop 120 in 1999.
While a Boy Scout, Brian has served
as an assistant patrol leader, patrol
leader and a member of the
Leadership Patrol. He had an active
role in the troop and camped out
monthly as well as attending
summer camps in Colorado and New
Mexico. During his Scouting career,
Brian earned 22 merit badges.

Brian’s Eagle Project consisted of
planning, organizing and construct-
ing a picnic table together with its
concrete pad. The picnic table is
located in the 3200 block of Wilshire
at Kids Lake, locally known as the
“duck pond” next to the parking lot.
It will benefit the community by

offering a pleasant
place to sit and
relax and/or eat
since there are no
other tables located
at the park. Brian
would like to thank
Jeff Martin for
guiding him during
the process of his
project and David
Giasson for helping him plan and
implement the project.

Brian is a graduate of Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School.
He started for the varsity Irish
wrestling team all four years and two
years for the varsity football team.
He is a member of National Honor
Society and Business Professionals of
America. He is a member of Christ
the King Church where he is an altar
server. Brian will be attending the
University of Oklahoma next fall and
hopefully be having a lot of fun.

Brian’s parents are Jerry and
Ellen Kelley.

KELLEY 

JARED ROMAN SMITH
Jared Smith became a Scout in

1995 with Pack 120 of Christ the King
Catholic Church. Jared received the
highest Cub Scout award, The Arrow of
Light, along with the Parvili Dei
Religious Award. Jared crossed into
Troop 120 in 1999. He served as
assistant patrol leader, patrol leader,
chaplain’s aid and in the Leadership
Corp. He earned 23 merit badges.

Jared’s Eagle Project consisted of
building cubbies for the Boys and Girls
Club. The cubbies are used to store the
books, shoes and backpacks of children
who attend the Boys and Girls Club.
The cubbies were very useful for the
boys and girls as they have a place to
store their personal items and not lose
them.

Jared graduated from Bishop

McGuinness Catholic
High School. He
started on the 2006
football state
championship team
and also played
basketball and base-
ball. He is a member
of Clancy Club,
Spanish Club and the
Ping Pong Club. Jared
has accumulated over 230 service
hours as a student at Bishop
McGuinness High School and has gone
on missionary trips to Peru. Jared will
attend the University of Oklahoma and
wants to be a petroleum engineer.

Jared’s parents are Bill and Jean
Smith. He is a member of Christ the
King Catholic Church. His brothers,
Mark, Daniel and Brian, are also Eagle
Scouts.

SMITH

LUKE A. MARTIN 
Luke Martin started his journey to

becoming an Eagle Scout in 1997 when
he became a Tiger Cub. He earned the
required ranks in Cub Scouting, includ-
ing the highest award, the Arrow of
Light.

In 2001, he crossed over into Boy
Scout Troop 120 of Christ the King
School.

His first and last patrol in Scouting
would be Nighthawk. During his time
as a Boy Scout, he served as a quarter-
master, an assistant patrol leader, a
patrol leader, and is a member of the
Leadership Patrol. In the past years he
has earned 24 merit badges including
first aid, swimming, personal manage-
ment, personal fitness, family life,
camping, citizenship in the community,
citizenship in the nation, citizenship in
the world, communications, lifesaving,
environmental science, leatherwork,
weather, dentistry, fishing, basketry,
wood carving, wilderness survival,

orienteering, nature,
pottery, cooking and
pioneering.

Luke’s Eagle
Scout Project
consisted of the
planning, organizing
and construction of a
bench for the
Benedictine Sisters at
the Red Plains
Monastery in Piedmont.

Luke is 16 years old, a graduate of
Trinity School, and will be a junior at
Bishop McGuinness Catholic High
School. Luke has spent a lot of time
doing community service and has been
to Peru on a mission trip. Luke now
works part time as a host at Belle Isle
Restaurant.

Luke’s parents are Jeff and Janice
Martin. He is a member of Christ
the King Catholic Church. Luke’s
brothers, Tim and Ross, were also
Eagle Scouts.

MARTIN

FREDERICK MARTIN KEMPF
Martin Kempf became a Scout in

1996 when he joined the Tiger Cubs of
Pack 120 at Christ the King School.
Martin advanced through Cub Scouts
earning the highest Cub award, Arrow
of Light as well as the Catholic Scout
Award, Light of Christ. In 2002,
Martin crossed over into Boy Scouts.
He served as quarter master, assistant
patrol leader, patrol leader, assistant
senior patrol leader, instructor and
was part of the Leadership Patrol.
Martin’s love of monthly camping with
his troop also took him to summer
camps in Colorado and New Mexico.
He earned 24 merit badges.

Martin’s Eagle Project involved
designing, building and securing fund-
ing for the construction of two large
outdoor benches for Cross and Crown
Ministries, an inner-city mission
for at-risk children and adults in
Oklahoma City. The benches provide
much-needed seating for children and
adults and will be used for an outdoor
learning and activity center. Martin
would like to thank the many
volunteers, donors and especially the
guidance of K.C. Morrissey for the
successful completion of the project.

Martin will be a
junior at Bishop
McGuinness Catholic
High School  He will
be president of the
junior class and is
involved in Student
Council, Clancy Club
member-at - large,
NHS and Fine Arts
Club. Martin is a
member of Christ the King Catholic
Church where he has been a member
of the missionary team to Piura, Peru,
in 2005 and 2006. These and other
service projects have led Martin to
over 300 service hours.

He also works part time at Vito’s
Italian Restaurant and has a lawn
mowing business.

Martin would like to thank the
Scout dads of Troop 120, particularly
Scoutmaster Rick Jackson, Matt
Jackson and advancement chairman
Jeff Martin for their leadership,
guidance and commitment to
Scouting. Most of all, Martin would
like to thank his father, Fred Kempf,
for all he did and put up with! 

Martin’s parents are Fred and
Kathy Kempf.

Kempf
MATT J. GRAVES 

Matt began his Scouting career in
1995 when he became a Tiger Scout in
Pack 120 at Christ the King Catholic
School. While a Cub Scout he earned
the Light of Christ, Parvuli Dei and
Cub Scout’s highest honor, the Arrow of
Light. He then crossed over into Boy
Scouts of Troop 120 in 1999. He has
been an active Scout, attending
summer camps in Colorado and New
Mexico. While a Boy Scout he has
served as patrol leader, assistant patrol
leader, senior patrol leader, assistant
senior patrol leader and Leadership
Patrol. During his time as a Boy Scout
he has earned 23 merit badges.

Matt’s Eagle project involved plan-
ning, organizing and building two new
snake exhibits at Martin Park Nature
Center. The exhibits consisted of
lowered viewing areas for children and

a sleek new look. Matt
would like to thank
K.C. Morrisey for his
help in the completion
of the project.

Matt is 17 and a
graduate of Bishop
McGuinness Catholic
High School. He was a
three-year letterman
and co-captain of the
2006 state champion football team. He
was a member of National Honor
Society, Latin Club and the Youth
Services of Oklahoma County Teen
Service Board while a student at
McGuinness. He will attend the
University of Oklahoma next fall.

Matt’s parents are Cody and Beth
Graves. He is a member of Christ the
King Catholic Church. Matt’s brother,
Ben, is also an Eagle Scout.

GRAVES

Eagle Scouts
Scouts From Christ the King
Earn Highest Rank Possible
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WILLIAM J. RUFFIN

William Ruffin began his Scouting
career in 1996 with Pack 120 of Christ
the King Church. As a Cub Scout he
earned the highest honor, the Arrow
of Light, as well as the Parvuli Dei
religious award. William crossed over
to Boy Scouting in 2000, joining Troop
120. He served his troop as assistant
patrol leader, assistant senior patrol
leader and senior patrol leader. He
was elected to the Order of the Arrow
by his fellow Scouts. He now serves as
junior assistant scoutmaster. William
camped in the summer with his troop
in New Mexico and Colorado. While
working toward his Eagle, he earned
25 merit badges.

William’s Eagle project consisted
of painting 81 fire hydrants in the city
of Nichols Hills. He presented the idea
to the fire chief and the City Council of
Nichols Hills. He is most grateful for
the help of four Eagle Scouts and
many current Scouts of Troop 120 who

assisted in the
completion of this
large project. The fire
hydrants now are not
only aesthetically
pleasing, they are
reflective at night
and contribute to the
safety of the citizens
of Nichols Hills.

William is an
active member of Christ the King
Church where he is an altar server
and VBS volunteer. He is a member of
the Peru missionary group and has
enjoyed mission work during the
summers of 2004 and 2005. He will
return to Peru in August. He will be a
senior at Bishop McGuinness Catholic
High School. He is a member of the
bowling team and Key Club. He is
also a member of the Chesapeake
competitive rowing team in downtown
Oklahoma City.

William’s parents are Rick and
Patty Ruffin.

RUFFIN 

Zachary Kelch began his Scout-
ing career when he joined Troop 129
as a Tiger Cub in the first grade at
Saint Eugene Catholic School. He
continued with Troop 129, advancing
to Cub Scouts and into Boy Scouts.
He earned the rank of Eagle Scout at
age 15 on May 11. He was awarded
this prestigious award during his
Eagle Scout Court of Honor at Saint
Eugene Catholic Church.

Zachary has held many leader-
ship positions, including assistant
senior patrol leader, patrol leader,
scribe and chaplain’s aide. He earned
more than 31 merit badges during
his career, and his favorite merit
badge was rafting. He also earned
the Light of Christ religious award
and the Parvuli Dei religious award,
and took part in numerous service
projects.

Zachary’s Eagle Project included
the construction of two outdoor
benches for Saint Eugene Catholic
Church. Zachary chose this project
because he wanted to give something
back to his parish. The benches were
placed in a grassy, shaded area
behind Saint Eugene Church. This
area is a popular place for the church
and school to have picnics and is also
a place where outdoor events are
often held. People working in the
church and school offices can use the

b e n c h e s
during their
lunch hour or
take a break
during the
day. People
who sit on
the benches
have a
b e a u t i f u l
view of the
p r a y e r
garden and
will be comfortable in the shade.

Zachary will be a junior at
Bishop McGuinness High School in
the fall. He plays soccer and is a
member of Key Club, National Honor
Society, Spanish National Honor
Society, and is a school Presidential
Ambassador. He has maintained a
weighted grade point average of 4.4
while at Bishop McGuinness.

Zachary attends Saint Eugene
Catholic Church and was an altar
server for six years and is currently
an usher. He is very active in the
church youth group and attended
Catholic Heart Work Camp and
Steubenville Youth Conference last
summer. This summer he was chosen
to attend the Notre Dame Youth
Leadership Conference and will
also attend Steubenville Youth
Conference.

St. Eugene’s Newest Eagle Scout

Zachary Kelch 

WICHITA, Kan. — You may not
read about it in history or civics class,
but many of the rights, liberties and
protections we enjoy today — and
often take for granted — have their
roots in western civilization and the
Catholic Church.

Personal safety and security, the
right to life, to earn a living, to speak
our minds in public and countless
other privileges didn’t just happen on
their own. The rock of the Catholic
Church was a profound and guiding
force that helped develop our form of
governance, education and the dignity
of the human person in modern
society far more than we realize. Yet,
“the West” is under attack from within
and without.

“How the Catholic Church Built
Western Civilization,” is the title of
this year’s Summer Theology Institute
(STI) being hosted at the Spiritual
Life Center in Wichita, Kan. Now in
its ninth year, the STI is set for July
19-21 and features nationally known
scholars. Classes are held Friday
and Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

“This year’s STI theme is a
response to the words of Pope
Benedict XVI who calls upon Europe
and the United States to rediscover
its Christian roots,” explains Jeri
Holladay, director of adult education
at the center and the driving force
behind the Institute. “Benedict
believes that the West will not survive
without a return and deep under-
standing of our heritage that brings
dignity to the human person. This
heritage is truly a gift to the world

and one we want to reintroduce
during the Institute.”

The featured keynote speaker and
faculty member for the 2007 STI is
Thomas Woods, Ph.D., a best-selling
author and senior fellow at the
Ludwig von Mises Institute based in
Auburn, Ala. This year’s theme is
taken from Dr. Woods’ book of
the same name (2005, Regnery
Publishing, Inc.). He is also the author
of the New York Times best-seller,
“The Politically Incorrect Guide to
American History.”

Father Meinrad Miller, O.S.B.,
chaplain and lecturer in theology at
Benedictine College in Atchison, Kan.,
joins Dr. Woods on the STI faculty.
Father Meinrad will teach a course
called “The Monastic Contribution:
From Europe to Kansas.” In addition
to duties as coordinator of the
Institute, Holladay will also teach a
course on The Crusades.

The Summer Theology Institute
is an intense religious education
program with nationally recognized
scholars to introduce and explore the
Catholic Tradition.

Overnight guests may reserve a
private room at the center, including a
full slate of meals. The Spiritual Life
Center is considered one of the finest
retreat centers in the Midwest and is
easily accessible. Registration closed
after July 5.

A  detailed  brochure  can  be
viewed and downloaded at www.slc-
wichita.org, and going to the Calendar
of Events page. Phone registration is
available by calling the center in
Wichita at (316) 744-0167.

Summer Institute Explores Catholic
Roots in Our Western Civilization

PHILADELPHIA, June   13
Christian Newswire — The National
Catholic Bioethics Center wishes to
join its voice of concern for the city of
Philadelphia with that of Cardinal
Justin Rigali, Archdiocese of Phila-
delphia. On June 7, the City Council
voted to proclaim Philadelphia a
“Pro-Choice City.” Some would say
that this resolution confirms the
tragic reality about this great city
which is hailed as the “City of
Brotherly  Love.” According  to
statistics  released  from  the
Pennsylvania Department of Health
for 2005, over 42.5 percent of all
induced abortions carried out in
Pennsylvania were performed in
Philadelphia. That represents 14,858
lives violently ended at their most
vulnerable  stage. The  tragedy
demonstrated by these numbers
increases as we break them down
further. Almost half of the abortions
performed in Pennsylvania were
repeat abortions, with over 1,000
women having been violated by
abortion at least four times. It is clear
that there is nothing in these facts to

be celebrated, at a time when respect
for human life in Philadelphia
continues to sustain violent blows
with an escalating homicide rate, 171
homicides so far in 2007, as of June 5.

What should be of significant
concern to all citizens is that the
resolution was crafted with the assis-
tance of Planned Parenthood, the
agency responsible for the greatest
number of induced abortions in this
country. Is it not a conflict of interest
for government officials to be advo-
cating for the works of the primary
provider of a service? What would the
outcry be if a resolution were passed
by the City Council which had been
crafted by a pro-life agency, even a
non-sectarian one?

Philadelphia   deserves   much
better. We are known as the “City
of Brotherly Love and Sisterly
Affection.” There is nothing loving
about the assault on human life that
is abortion. It is a tragic violation of
both our vulnerable sisters and their
never to be born children.

The National Catholic Bioethics
Center.

Celebrating Human Tragedy in
the City of Brotherly Love 
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ELGIN — Saint Ann Parish celebrated two major
events on June 10, the centennial anniversary of the
Catholic faith in the community and the Confirmation of
seven young Catholics.

Archbishop Beltran was the principal celebrant for a 4
p.m. Mass at Saint Ann. He was joined by 16 priests from
throughout the Archdiocese who concelebrated Mass.
Father Maria J. Kumar, pastor at Saint Ann for the
past two years, said some 250 people took part in the
celebration. The celebration included parishioners of Saint
Ann as well as Catholics from Mother of Sorrows in Apache
and Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Sterling; both are
missions to Saint Ann. The Knights of Columbus served as
Honor Guard for the Mass.

Former parishioners from as far as Oklahoma City and
Chickasha joined in the celebration and Father Kumar
said a few non-Catholics also took part in helping the
parish celebrate its history.

Archbishop Beltran administered the sacrament of
Confirmation to seven young Catholics. A covered-dish din-
ner was held following Mass.

Father Kumar was scheduled to return to his native
India on June 19. He said he very much enjoyed his time
in Oklahoma and especially his role as pastor at Saint
Ann.

“The parishioners are wonderful people,” Father
Kumar said. “There is great cooperation among them. I
am very grateful to God for the love and concern I have
received from the people here.”

Father Madineni Prakash assumed the duties of
pastor at Saint Ann on June 19.

A People 
of Faith

Saint Ann Parish Celebrates
Centennial, Confirmation With Mass,

Dinner During June 10 Gathering 

Archbishop Beltran
confirmed seven
young people at Saint
Ann Parish in Elgin
on June 10.
Parishioners from
Saint Ann, Mother of
Sorrows in Apache
and Our Lady of
Perpetual Help in
Sterling took part
in the centennial
celebration. Mass was
celebrated by the
archbishop with 16
priests concelebrating.

Archbishop Beltran and Father Maria Kumar pose with Saint
Ann parishioner Pat Brady, who was recognized for her efforts in
coordinating the centennial celebration. Photos/Courtesy  
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Reception Honors
Father Charles Schettler

A reception honoring Father Charles H. Schettler for his years of service to
the Archdiocesan Tribunal was held at the Catholic Pastoral Center on June 12.

Father Schettler, ordained a Roman Catholic priest on Dec. 8, 1954, has
served as judicial vicar for the Tribunal since 1973. Father Schettler is retiring
and Father Richard Stansberry, who has served as adjutant judicial vicar for the
Tribunal, will move into the judicial vicar position.

Father Schettler chatted with old friends at the reception, including Mona
Cross, who worked with him in the Tribunal for more than 35 years.

“I feel like Peter at the Transfiguration,” Father Schettler said. Then taking
from Matthew 17:4 he said, “Lord, it is good to be here.” A month ago Father
Schettler underwent heart surgery at Saint Anthony Hospital. He told the
reception audience his doctor indicated he was very lucky to be alive since the
blockage in his heart was 99 percent.

“I could have died, but evidently the Lord still has plans for me,” Father
Schettler said.

Father Stansberry called Father Schettler a wonderful mentor and said it
would be “impossible to fill his shoes.

“I tried to get him to tell me how many cases he’s handled for the Tribunal
over the years, but he wouldn’t,” said Father Stansberry. “We estimate it’s
between 9,000 and 10,000.” Father Schettler has agreed to assist the arch-
diocesan office when necessary.

Father Schettler thanked Archbishop Beltran for his trust and support over
the years. He was first appointed to the Tribunal in 1973 by Bishop Quinn and
later served under Archbishop Salatka.

As for his years of service to
the Tribunal, Father Schettler
summed it up by saying, “We’ve
done what we could and I hope
what we’ve done is right. The
rest of it is up to the Lord.”

Archbishop Beltran
and Father Schettler
share a laugh during
the reception.

Above, Father Rick Stanberry, left, who will serve as the new judicial vicar for the
Tribunal, Tribunal Associate Judge Anne Kirby and Father Schettler pose for a photo.
At left, Father Stansberry and Father Schettler with Tribunal notary Marilyn
Newman.

Archdiocesan employees Marcia Dubey, Becky Gomez and Cecilia Grimes look over a
scrapbook created in honor of Father Schettler’s service to the Tribunal.

Father Schettler
and Mona Cross
worked together
for 35 years.
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Good Grief!

EDMOND — Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Lucy and Linus
have a friend in Father John Robert Metzinger. For the
past 25 years, Father Metzinger has used these and
other Peanuts characters in his homilies to help deliver a
spiritual message.

In return, Charles Schultz’s Peanuts characters wished
Father Metzinger well at the 25th anniversary celebration
of his priesthood. Snoopy and the rest of the gang appeared
on the back of the keepsake book Father received at the
reception held in his honor.

Father Metzinger started using the Peanuts characters
in his homilies when he first became a priest. “I became
interested in the comic strip growing up. I preached a
sermon using the Peanuts characters early in my priest-
hood, and it resonated with people. I realized that people
across the board could relate to these characters. It worked
that first time, and I’ve done it ever since. There are lots of
life’s lessons in Peanuts,” he said.

But the story of Father John Metzinger predates his
interest in Peanuts. He was born in Coffeyville, Kan., and
attended 12 years of Catholic school. He graduated from
McAuley High School in Joplin, Mo., where he was vale-
dictorian of his class and a National Merit finalist. It was
just after his graduation that he decided to become a priest.

“The bishop spoke to me at my graduation and asked
me if I had ever thought of becoming a priest,” Father said.
“I said, ‘Yes, when I was younger, but I’m going to go to the
University of Missouri and study pre-law.’”

A couple of weeks later, as he was saying his prayers, it
occurred to him that he should go to seminary. He talked
with his parents, his pastor, the vocation director and his
bishop; two months later, he was studying for the priest-
hood at Josephinum Pontifical College in Worthington,
Ohio.

“The bishop’s
question was the
trigger for this,”
Father Metzinger
said, “but my
parents and some
priests I knew
were also
instrumental in it.
Of course, God’s
grace was involved; ultimately, God gets all the credit.”

After graduating from college, it was on to Saint
Meinard School of Theology in Saint Meinard, Ind. On
April 4, 1981, Father Metzinger was ordained a deacon,
and on May 29, 1982, he was ordained a Roman Catholic
priest.

Father describes his spirituality as “grounded in the
prayer of the Church, the Mass and in the Liturgy of the
Hours.” He credits books by Thomas Merton, John Powell
and C.S. Lewis with deepening his faith. “I rely upon Mary’s
intercession daily,” he said. “Sometimes, I pray the Rosary;
at other times I say a “Hail Mary” for the people who have
asked me to pray for them.”

Being still with God when there are so many dis-
tractions is difficult, Father Metzinger said. “The area I
would like to grow the most, in the next 25 years, is just to
be quiet with the Lord.”

Anne Keef, assistant business manager at Saint John
the Baptist Church in Edmond, Father’s present parish,
describes Father Metzinger as “a very caring person.

“He has a dry sense of humor and is very musical. I am
in the choir, and on a rare occasion, we even get him to sing
with us.

“In his sermons, Father often talks about Snoopy and
Charlie Brown, and some people think this is silly, but
those cartoons are much deeper than people realize,” Keef
said.

Several years into Father Metzinger’s priesthood, he
was sent to Norman to help start a new parish, the same

one his parents,
Robert and Mary
Jane Metzinger,
now attend, Saint
Mark the
Evangelist. The
new congregation
met in a Norman
hotel until a
church could be

built. During his 11 years as pastor, besides building the
church, Father was also instrumental in starting All
Saints School, which serves all the Catholic parishes in
Norman.

“My parents were my parishioners [at Saint Mark’s],
and that was a blessing for the three of us. My mom was
sad when I was transferred to Saint John’s because she
would not see me as often,” Father said.

For the past five years, Father Metzinger has been
pastor of Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church. He was
assigned to Saint John’s to help with renovations to the
parish church and school. Again, Father is building, or in
this case, rebuilding a church and school.

“The most challenging times of my priesthood have
been some of the administrative responsibilities, worrying
about budgets and buildings,” he said. “I’ll be glad when the
construction at Saint John’s is done. Deacon Bill Coyle
has been a big help to me with budgets and the other

continued on page 19

Father John Metzinger
Celebrates 25 Years of Priesthood

Father John Metzinger with a gift he received on the 25th
anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood. Photo/Steve Gust

EDMOND — Early in his
ministry, Father John Metzinger
was assigned to Saint Thomas
More University Parish in
Norman, home to the University
of Oklahoma. It was there
Father discovered not only that
he enjoyed ministering to college
students but that he also had a
growing passion for Sooner foot-
ball.

Several years later, when he
was sent back to Norman to
start a new parish and build a
church (Saint Mark the
Evangelist), Father Metzinger
began building something else,
even more enthusiasm for
University of Oklahoma football.

He even got to know Bob
Stoops, OU’s football coach. “He
is a great guy,” Father said of
Stoops, “friendly, down-to-earth,
a very positive person. He’s one
of those people who looks pretty
good on TV, and that’s how he
comes across in real life. As an
OU fan, I’m delighted he’s our
coach.”

Coach Stoops gave Father an
autographed photo of himself on
the occasion of OU’s national
championship season in 2000.
The dedication reads, “To Father
John, from the head ball coach to
another head coach — Thanks
for the peace through the storm.
God Bless, Bob Stoops.”

Five years ago, Father
Metzinger left Norman after 11
years at Saint Mark’s to pastor
Saint John the Baptist Catholic
Church in Edmond. For four of
those years, crimson reigned
supreme in Saint John’s rectory.
But in June 2006, there was a
color invasion! Suddenly, orange
began to appear.

Father Dan Letourneau,
who roots just as passionately
for OSU, had been assigned to
Saint John’s after his ordination
in 2006. Immediately, Saint
John’s rectory became a ‘house
divided.’

Last fall, some parishioners
report, Saint John’s rectory got a
bit rowdy as crimson and orange
battled for supremacy. It could
get that way again, say around
Nov. 24, that’s when the Sooners
and Cowboys are scheduled to
meet in Norman.

Saint John’s
Rectory:

A House Divided 
By Eileen Dugan

The Sooner Catholic

“The part I enjoy most about being a priest is
celebrating the Eucharist, especially in communities
that really participate, as Saint John’s does so well.
There are inexpressible moments during the Mass
when we feel that God, indeed, is with us.

By Eileen Dugan
The Sooner Catholic
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Across Oklahoma
Cathedral Tour

OKLAHOMA CITY — The feast day for Our
Lady of Perpetual Help is June 27. In honor of this
miraculous icon, there will be two tours of the
cathedral on that day — noon and 7 p.m. For more
information, contact Faith Reilly at 523-3057 or
freilly@cathedralokc.org. Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, 3214 Lake Avenue, Oklahoma City,
Okla. 73118. The cathedral is located two blocks
east of Classen Boulevard on NW 32nd Street.

Applications Sought
The Archdiocesan Commission for Justice and

Human Development is accepting applications
from parishes for “seed” grant monies ($500 to
$1,000) for grass-roots projects which promote
social justice. The funds must be applied for
through a parish. Projects should demonstrate a
commitment to implementing the principles of
Catholic social teaching, empowerment of those
forgotten and dispossessed, and parish involve-
ment. Some grants may be awarded at lower levels
than requested. Applications are available by
contacting Becky VanPool at Catholic Charities at
523-3009. Deadline for applications is July 1.

Healing Workshop Set 
PIEDMONT — A Healing Heart workshop will

be held from 9 a.m. to noon July 21. The workshop
will feature Bob Willis, who is back for a repeat
performance following a sell-out retreat in May.
Willis uses the medium of clay in guiding persons
to share the pain of loss. As a grief professional and
a professional sculptor, Bob blends his experience
with music and other grief materials as persons
sculpt a unique and personal Healing Heart.
Red Plains Monastery Red Art Barn. All materials
are provided. Call 373-4739 to register. Fee: $70,
non-refundable deposit of $20.

Mass in Tagalog
DEL CITY — Saint Paul the Apostle Catholic

Church will celebrate Mass in Tagalog at 6 p.m. on
June 26. A potluck dinner will follow. At 6 p.m. on
July 7, the parish will host a general meeting for
all Filipinos interested in being involved in future
events. Contact Julie at 420-5818 for more
information.

Parish to Host Dinner 
OKLAHOMA CITY — Saint Francis of Assisi

Parish, 1901 N.W. 18th St., is hosting its annual
summer International Food Fest at 6 p.m. on
Saturday, July 14 in the T. Phil Kierl Gymnasium.
The proceeds from this benefit dinner will be used
to increase the Rosary School Scholarship and
Endowment Funds, which provide the means for
qualifying students to obtain an excellent Catholic
education. The dinner will also celebrate the many
cultures that blend together to make the strong,
faithful community known as Saint Francis of
Assisi Parish.

At the dinner, a surprise gift will be announced
and tickets for an opportunity to win the prize will
be sold at the food fest and for the next two weeks
after all the Masses. The cost of a gift giveaway
ticket is $1 each or six tickets for $5 and the
proceeds will also be donated to Rosary School.

Dinner tickets will be sold for $20 each after all
the Masses. Call Mary Lalli for ticket information,
947-2947, or Michelle McGannon at 947-0161 if you
want to be a member of the Diplomatic Corps, a
group of donors who sponsor the dinner.

Bingo Set
NORMAN — Friday night bingo at Saint

Joseph’s Parish is scheduled as follows: July 13,
Aug. 10, Sept. 14, Oct. 12, Nov. 9 and Jan. 12 and
Feb. 1, 2008. A light dinner is served at 6:30, first

session of games at 7 p.m., second session at 8:30.
$5 per session, no limit on blackout cards, group
photo of all the winners.

A Parish Approach to Diabetes
OKLAHOMA CITY — Beginning Tuesday,

June 26 at 6:30 p.m., Saint Francis Catholic
Church will host a three-session educational
program titled “A Parish Approach to Diabetes.”
Statistics show that diabetes affects 17 million
people in the United States with an estimated half
of these going undiagnosed. There has been a
rapid increase of diabetes over the past decade,
especially among children. This program will
offer information to better understand diabetes
including information on the varied types of
diabetes, risk factors and symptoms. There will be
recommendations on how to control one’s blood
glucose as well as suggested practices for healthy
eating. Also added will be helpful tools on how to
embrace the spiritual journey involved in living
with a chronic condition.

The information will benefit anyone who is
interested in learning more about diabetes,
whether you have the condition or not.

This program is scheduled for three consecu-
tive months — June 26, July 17 and Aug. 14 from
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Parish Hall. One is
strongly encouraged to attend all three sessions.
Though there is no fee, registration is required
by calling Catholic Charities at 523-3009. The
program presenters are Glenda Bronson, RN,
certified diabetes educator, and Diane Moore,
registered dietician, both from Mercy Hospital.
For more information, call Mary Diane
Steltenkamp RN, Parish Nurse, at Catholic
Charities, 523-3009.

Letters
Not Acceptable

My father was a disabled veteran who did
not ever regret the sacrifices of suffering he
made for my freedom. My son, Stephen is
presently serving in Iraq with the Marines. My
son, Timothy was asked to attend Boys State but
when I inquired about his being able to attend
Mass, we were refused. As a result I reimbursed
our local American Legion because it was too
late to get any refund.

The anti-Catholic sentiment is evident in
our society on a daily basis. I was saddened to
find this attitude in an organization like the
American Legion. I just hope this will give other
committed Catholic families a heads up to
decline an invitation to Boys State at the very
start instead of finding out late in the process as
I did. Instead, Timothy went to summer camp
with his Boy Scout troop where God and country
still mean something.

Ellen Weigant
Immaculate Conception

Pawhuska 

Pay Attention, Rudy 
Our Catholic politicians who are running for

president and those in Congress are putting
their political ambitions above what their faith
and what the Church teaches in regard to
abortion and to the moral law.

I sometimes wonder how they can claim to
be Catholic and still espouse those moral issues
that are contrary to the teaching of the Catholic
Church.

Rudy Giuliani, former mayor of New York,
has said he personally opposes abortion, but
that he would not impose his views on anyone
else. That’s like saying I am against murder, but
wouldn’t want to impose my views on anyone
else. I was watching the Republican candidates
on television, when Giuliani was asked about a
Rhode Island Catholic bishop who criticized him
for supporting abortion rights. As Giuliani was
about to answer, a lightning strike interrupted
the debate. Giuliani said that for someone who
attended Catholic schools all of his life, this was
a very frightening thing. He should have taken
that as a sign that he had a problem with the
good Lord.

Tom Waken
Saint Frances, Oklahoma City

Celebrating their completion of the Pastoral Ministry
Program are May 2007 graduates, pictured with
Archbishop Beltran and Sister Catherine Powers, CND,
director of the Department of Education. Seated from left
are Jane Moon, Larry Butler and Clyde Grover. Standing
from left are Archbishop Beltran, Jim Smith, David Bunch,
Sandra Crostley and Sister Powers. Family, friends and
faculty joined the graduates for evening prayer and a
reception held at the Catholic Pastoral Center on May 22.
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True Happiness There for the Taking if We Choose
A number of us recently viewed at

the Oklahoma City Art Museum, “Into
Great Silence,” a documentary film
about the Grande Chartreuse, which
is one of the world’s most ascetic
monasteries, and which is nestled in
the French Alps. This film, which has
no score nor voiceover and lasts 162
minutes, records the daily prayers,
rituals, food preparation, eating
alone, snow shoveling, cleaning and
many other tasks as well as the rare
outdoor excursions of the monks who
live in silence. Most of their time is
spent in their cells where they pray,
eat alone, read and write. Their
existence is austere to say the least.

Initially, the film was interesting
to me but then I experienced restless-
ness and uneasiness as I waited for
the end of the two-hour and 42-
minute film. I suppose the length
of the film combined with my rest-
lessness and boredom helped me
experience the solitude which the
monks experience. The lives of these
22 monks is so much different from
my own. However, one of the monks,
who is elderly and blind and talked
about ‘happiness,’ was the only monk
to speak in the film, and he professed
how happy he was, how much he
experienced God in his life, and how
perplexed he was that most of us do
not experience happiness. He was
even grateful for his blindness
which helped him find his soul and
experience God and happiness within.

The film and this monk’s comments
moved me to writing about happiness.

Most of us desire happiness and
have difficulty experiencing it. Happi-
ness is all around us ... just as is the
air we breathe and just as the sea is
all around the fish that swim in it.
Happiness is our natural state and is
there for us to experience and to enjoy.
We really don’t have to do anything to
be happy. We can just experience it.
We can just be.

We have been fooled into thinking
we need so much to be happy. But we
don’t. We don’t need that big screen
TV, or that SUV, or other material
possessions to be happy. We don’t need
others to approve of us, recognize us,
honor us, love us to be happy. We don’t
need  success to be happy. We don’t
need that promotion, that title, that
prestigious award to be happy.

We can even be experiencing
depression, anxiety, financial stress
and physical pain and yet be happy.
Our spouses can be upset with us,
our children misbehaving, our bosses
angry, our employees discontented
and yet we can be happy, in fact, we

have a right to be happy in spite of
what is happening around us.

Oftentimes we don’t allow our-
selves to be happy because of what
others are experiencing, because we
haven’t met theirs or our own expec-
tations of ourselves, because we are
experiencing other negative feelings
or events in our lives. However, in
spite of these experiences of negative
events, we can choose to be or allow
ourselves to experience happiness.

Happiness is our natural state.
We can nurture happiness by being
aware of the good that is going on in
our lives, of the things we can be
grateful for and by having gratitude
for these blessings in our lives.
Having an attitude of gratitude
contributes to happiness. Again,
happiness is our natural state and
comes to us not from adding some-
thing to our lives but by subtracting
from our expectations and attach-
ments. We can notice what we are
expecting and what we are attached
to and letting go, especially when
these things distract from our happi-
ness.

We can also encourage happiness
by noticing and wondering about our
attitude toward events occurring
around us or what others are saying
about us and/or doing. Oftentimes we
allow what is happening around us to
affect us in unnecessarily negative
ways. If so, it would be good for us to
observe and watch ourselves to better

understand how our attitude is being
negatively affected by things outside
of ourselves. As we better under-
stand, our attitude changes and we
experience more happiness.

Because of their innocence and
lack  of  programming, children
experience greater happiness than
do adults. Children do not have the
fears, insecurities, anxieties that we
adults have. And they have fewer
expectations, attachments, problems,
responsibilities, etc. It would be better
if we were more like children in their
simplicity, with fewer expectations
about what others think of them,
fewer needs for success and fewer
attachments to material possessions,
prestige and recognition.

The blind elderly monk has
experienced a life full of happiness.
Perhaps his blindness allowed him to
shift from things outside of himself to
an interior life where he spent much
of his time in prayer and meditation,
honoring Jesus his Savior and being
grateful to God for his blessings. How
can we more deeply experience our
own happiness?

Editor’s Note: Joe Froehle has
over 16 years experience in
marital, individual and family
counseling. He serves in the
Counseling Center at St. John the
Baptist, Edmond. He can be reached
at (405) 359-8539 or by e-mail at
jfroehle@swbell.net.

Counseling
Corner
By Joe Froehle,
LPC, ICADC

We Promote Everything Else, Why Not Our Faith?
Without a doubt, you know some-

one who is ready and just needs a little
nudge. Chances are, you sit by him
almost every week at Mass. Chances
are, you work with her, and your
conversations have turned to the topic
of faith now and then. Maybe you even
kiss this person goodnight and call the
same four walls home.

There is a strong possibility that
you know someone who is not yet
Catholic, but someone who is curious
about the Catholic Church. Moreover,
you may be the only link between
Mother Church and that person’s full
communion with Our Lord.

Why is it so easy for us to invite a
friend shopping, encourage a co-worker
to try a new coffee shop or persuade our
spouse to get a membership at the local
gym, but the idea of inviting that same
person to look into RCIA classes makes
us break out in a cold sweat?

One day, we will all stand before
Our Lord, and it will be a day of
reckoning. OK, here are the ones I put
in your path, Jesus will say as he shows

us an instant replay of our lives. Now,
let’s take a look at what you did to help
them come home. How often did you
pray for them? How often did you bring
them to Me as your special intention
for Holy Communion? How well did
you live out the life of faith in front of
their eyes?  Did you ever invite them to
explore the faith?

Dear reader, our beloved Church
has made it so easy for us to help the
seekers discover the joy of reconcilia-
tion. Our beautiful Church has made it
possible for us to just point a finger in
the right direction. We don’t have to
have all the answers. We don’t even
have to be a stellar Catholic, and we
certainly don’t have to be a saint to
help another lost lamb back into the
fold. We have only to love Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ and the Church He
established. We have only to cling to
this firm foundation and say, “There
she is, my friend. There’s the fullness of
the faith. Mother Church. Home.
Complete Truth. Peace and joy. I’ll walk
with you every mile of the journey. I’ll

hold your hand. I’ll find the answers
when you have questions. And I’ll pray
for you. Man, oh man, will I pray for
you.”

There is an old saying that most of
us learned when we were honing our
typing skills. “Now is the time for all
good men to come to the aid of their
country.” I have no idea where the line
originated, but it keeps coming to me as
I think about this time of year. Now is
the time for you to speak up. Now is
the time when most RCIA classes are
forming. Now is the time for you to be
an instrument of peace, unity and
reconciliation. Now is the time for all
good men (and women) to come to the
aid of the one God has placed on your
heart right now.

All it takes is one finger, as long as
it is pointed in the right direction.
Don’t know where to begin? Well, the
next time grace opens a door for you to
bring it up, try saying this:

“Are you interested in exploring
the Catholic Church and what she
really teaches? Well, there is a class
specifically designed for non-Catholics
who are a bit curious about the Church.
I’d love to be your sponsor. I’ll even
make the call if you’d like.”

Does the idea of evangelizing scare
you a bit?  Well, then get on your knees
and ask for sufficient grace and enough
love to share the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. And remember, now is the time.

Editor’s Note: Denise Bossert is the
mother of four children. She lives with
her husband in New Melle, Mo., where
she is a member of Immaculate Heart
of Mary Catholic Church. She writes a
monthly column for the St. Louis
Review that traces her journey from
Protestantism to Catholicism. Her
columns will run from time to time in
the Sooner Catholic.

Catholic
by Grace
By Denise
Bossert
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Debating the Fate of the Embryo
The debate over embryonic stem

cell research continues to escalate in
our country, and remains a topic of
significant public interest. Because of
this growing public interest, I am
often invited to participate in public
debates on stem cell research and
cloning. My sparring partners are
usually other scientists, politicians or
public policy experts. The debates are
typically held at universities or
colleges, and audiences generally
have the opportunity to ask questions
of both sides afterwards. Having
participated in a number of these
debates over the past few years, I’ve
been surprised by how often certain
arguments are trotted out with great
solemnity, as if they were obviously
right and true, even though a casual
observer can quickly recognize their
notable flaws and inadequacies.

Recently I had the opportunity to
debate a stem cell researcher at a
gathering of physicians at the New
York Academy of Medicine. Our
discussion was cordial and civil, even
though we clearly disagreed with each
other’s positions. Not infrequently,
such discussions tend to take the form
of a dispute over the relative merits
of the two major categories of stem
cells: adult vs. embryonic (adult stem
cell research does not require the
destruction of young human embryos
while embryonic stem cell research
generally does). I did my best to avoid
letting our discussion slip into a
polemic about what might work best,
about efficiency, even though this was
one of the key arguments used by my
opponent. He stressed how embryonic
stem cells appear to have certain
desirable characteristics, and may one
day be able to work better than adult
stem cells, and if cures end up being
derived from embryonic stem cells in
the future, then, in effect, it must be
ethical to do such research and to de-
stroy human embryos. This argument
in one form or another has been put
forward widely by the media, and
has won over many Hollywood
personalities, patient advocacy groups
and Washington politicians.

In responding to this argument
during our debate, I recounted a little
story from when I traveled to the
Philippines to give a lecture about
stem cells. It was my first time in that
country, and I was struck by the
contrasts I saw. On the one hand,
segments of the Philippine society
were doing very well. On the other, I
witnessed startling poverty. One day,
as we drove along a boulevard lined
with people living in hovels made out
of cardboard boxes, I noticed a boy, a

street child, rummaging through piles
of trash for food. His clothes were
dirty, and he seemed quite frail. It
looked like he did this on a daily basis
in order to survive. As I watched
him, the rhetorical thought flashed
through my mind, patterned on the
language of embryonic stem cell advo-
cates: “…he’s so small, so insignifi-
cant: what if a cure for Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s and diabetes could be
developed to benefit all of suffering
mankind, by promoting scientific
research that depended on killing just
a single little boy like him, who, after
all, is living no better than an animal?
He’s probably just going to die any-
way in his difficult circumstances…”

After sharing this Philippine
experience with my audience at the
debate, I asked them a question:
“Could a scientific research program
like that ever be ethical?” The obvious
answer to that question reminds us
how ethics must always come before
efficiency. Taking the lives of young
humans (whether as little boys or
little embryos) cannot be pronounced
ethical simply because it might result
in huge benefits to older, more power-
ful or more wealthy humans. The fact
remains that objective moral limits
constrain all areas of human en-
deavor, including the practice of the
biological sciences. Whenever the
siren-call of healing and progress is
blaring in our ears, we are obliged to
be particularly attentive to those
absolute moral boundaries.

A second argument that comes
up quite often in debates about the
embryo is the so-called argument
from wastage. The starting point for
this argument is the medical observa-
tion that most pregnancies don’t
survive and are flushed from a
woman’s body. One well-known em-
bryology textbook summarizes it this
way: “The total loss of conceptuses
from fertilization to birth is believed
to be considerable, perhaps even as
high as 50 percent to nearly 80
percent.” The fact that most embryos
don’t survive is then taken and used
as a justification for destroying
embryos to get stem cells. As another
opponent of mine once put it during
a debate at Southern Methodist
University in Texas, “If Mother
Nature destroys so many embryos

naturally, why shouldn’t we be able to
as well? Why get all worked up about
using frozen embryos in research,
when so many early embryos die
naturally from miscarriages?” But
the difference between a natural
miscarriage and the intentional
destruction of embryos is precisely
the difference between the un-
fortunate case of Sudden Infant
Death Syndrome vs. the uncon-
scionable case of smothering an infant
with a pillow. What Mother Nature
does and what I freely choose to do
as an acting person are two separate
realities, not to be confused. To put it
dramatically, the fact that Mother
Nature sends tsunamis that claim the
lives of thousands of victims doesn’t
somehow make it OK for me to shoot
a machine gun into a crowded
stadium and claim thousands of
victims of my own.

Another tactic that is sometimes
used during debates about the human
embryo is to try to dissipate the
energy of the argument over many
options. I participated in a debate at
Rutgers University in New Jersey
where one of my opponents suggested
that if I am so concerned about
protecting embryonic humans, then I
need to be equally concerned about
protecting older humans by doing
everything in my power to stop
various wars and armed conflicts
around the world. In my reply to his
argument, I stressed the significant
differences between the decision to go
after an enemy during an armed
conflict, and the decision to go after
human embryos for their stem cells.
Embryonic humans are always
absolutely innocent and helpless, and
therefore can never be willfully and
directly targeted. In wartime, how-
ever, the situation is clearly more
complex because the parties involved
are no longer innocent, and self-
defense has always been recognized
as a legitimate moral choice when
unjust aggression arises.

The embryo debates are sure to
intensify in the future, and we need
to insist on careful and rationally
supported arguments from all parties
in the debate. Where vulnerable and
defenseless human life is concerned,
the stakes are much too high to allow
specious and imprecise arguments to
carry the day.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., is
a priest of the diocese of Fall River,
Mass., and serves as director of
Education at The National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org

Making
Sense

Out of Bioethics
Father Tad
Pacholczyk, Ph.D.

“Catholic Answers Live”
Where: KTLR 890 AM

When: 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Friday      

Support Oklahoma 
Catholic Broadcasting, Inc.

www.okcatholicbroadcasting.com

Catholic Radio

The Most Reverend Joseph P. McFadden,
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia, ordained
Rev. James A. Wickersham to the
Transitional Diaconate for the Archdiocese
of Oklahoma City. The ordination took
place on May 12 at Saint Charles
Borromeo Seminary, Overbrook, Pa.

Archbishop Beltran holds a big rosary
created by the preschool class at Saint
Charles Borromeo. The youngsters, with
help from their teachers, decorated each
bead of the giant rosary. When the project
was complete, each student held a bead as
the class prayed the rosary together. The
class then asked the archbishop to bless the
rosary before it was sold at the annual
Saint Charles School auction.
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JOBS BOX

Data Entry Specialist
The Office of the Archdiocesan

Development Fund Appeal is
seeking to fill the position of a full-
time data entry specialist. Computer
proficiency, including Microsoft Word,
Excel and Access. Bilingual and
experience with Blackbaud Software
helpful but not required. Send resume
to Archdiocesan Development Fund,
P.O. Box 32180, OKC 73123 or e-mail
Tmaxwell@catharchdioceseokc.org

Administrative Assistant
The Catholic Foundation of

Oklahoma is seeking an administra-
tive assistant for its foundation office
at the Catholic Pastoral Center. Ideal
candidate should possesses a
proficiency in Microsoft Word and
Excel, have excellent organizational,
administrative and communication
skills. Send cover letter and resume to
Catholic Foundation, P.O. Box 32180,
Oklahoma City, Okla. 73123-0380.

Accountant
Catholic Charities of

Oklahoma City seeks an accountant.
Successful candidate must possess a
bachelor’s degree in accounting or a
related field; 1-plus years experience
preferably in a nonprofit setting;
computer proficiency, including Excel,
Word and Outlook; organizational
skills and the ability to multi-task;
excellent analytical skills; positive
communication skills and the ability to
relate to and professionally interact
with staff, volunteers and the public.
Send cover letter, resume and salary
history to Human Resources, 1501 N.
Classen Blvd., OKC 73106 or
nlargent@catholiccharitiesok.org. EOE

Administrative Assistant:
Catholic Charities seeks a

bilingual administrative assistant for a
new position in the Family Support
Services Office. Successful candidate
must possess computer proficiency,
including word processing, database
management and Excel; organizational
skills and ability to multi-task;
excellent typing skills; positive
communication skills and the ability to
relate to and professionally interact
with staff, volunteers and the public.
Send cover letter, resume and salary
history to Human Resources, 1501 N.
Classen Blvd., OKC 73106 or
nlargent@catholiccharitiesok.org. EOE

Coordinator, Case Management
Catholic Charities seeks a

licensed social worker with a clinical
specialty to supervise the case
management staff in our Family
HOPE and Transitional Housing
programs. This position supervises
direct services to clients. Works with
all programs to develop respectful
relationships with persons served
while helping the clients gain skills

that will empower them to solve their
own problems. Catholic Charities is an
equal opportunity employer offering
competitive benefits and a supportive
work environment. Send cover letter,
resume and salary history to Human
Resources, 1501 N. Classen Blvd, OKC,
73106 or nlargent@catholiccharities-
ok.org.

Kids Club Director
All Saints Catholic School in

Norman is looking for a part-time Kids
Club director to plan educational and
recreational activities, supervise
assistants, supervise children 3 p.m. to
6 p.m. daily, and full day care on
selected school holidays. Knowledge of
DHS day-care regulations a plus.
Please send resumes to Principal
Leslie Schmitt at 4001 36th Ave., N.W.,
Norman, Okla 73072, or fax to (405)
447-7227.

First-Grade Teacher
St. Philip Neri School in

Midwest City is accepting applications
for a full-time first-grade teacher.
Must be Oklahoma certified. Also
accepting applications for a PE/health
teacher. Submit resume to Bette J.
Novak, 1121 Felix Place, Midwest City,
Okla. 73110.

Part-Time Teacher Openings
St. John Nepomuk Catholic

School in Yukon is accepting
applications for a part-time vocal
music teacher and part-time PE
teacher for the 2007-2008  school year.
Candidates must be certified by the
state of Oklahoma. Interested
applicants may send a resume and
copy of teaching certificate to Diane
Floyd at 600 Garth Brooks Blvd.,
Yukon 73099, or call (405) 354-2509 for
more information.

Elementary Teacher Openings
St. Mary’s Catholic School,

Guthrie, is accepting applications for
employment for the 2007-2008 school
year. Candidates must be certified by
the state of Oklahoma and possess a
degree in early childhood or
elementary education. Send resume
and copy of  teaching certificate to
Sheila Whalen-Guthrie, 502 E. Warner,
Guthrie 73044, or call (405)-282-2071
for more information.

Elementary Teacher Openings
Holy Trinity Catholic School in

Okarche is accepting applications for
elementary and early childhood
teachers for the 2007-08 school year.
Submit resume and copy of teaching
certificate to Mary Jane Wittrock, P.O.
Box 485, Okarche 73762, fax (405) 263-
9753 or e-mail mjwittrock@holytrinity-
ok.org.

Elementary Teacher Openings
Saint Mary’s School, Ponca City,

is accepting applications for employ-
ment for the 2007-2008 school year.
Openings include a part-time science
teacher and part-time pre-algebra/-
algebra teacher. Additional teaching
responsibilities may be available to
qualified applicants. Elementary
certification and subject endorsements
required. Contact Principal Shirley
Zink at (580) 765-4387.

First-Grade Teacher
Villa Teresa Catholic School is

accepting applications for a first-grade
teacher. Must be certified by the state
of Oklahoma and possess a degree in
early childhood or elementary
education. Also available is an opening
for a teacher for 3-year-olds. Associate
degree or CDA is required. Send
resumes to Sister Veronica Higgins,
1216 Classen Drive, OKC 73103, or
call for an interview, 232-4286.

Teacher Sought
Sacred Heart Catholic School

in El Reno is accepting applications for
a  combined fifth- and sixth-grade
teacher. Oklahoma elementary
certification. Strong math skills
desired. Submit applications to Sacred
Heart Catholic School, 210 S. Evans,
El Reno, Okla. 73036, fax (405) 262-
2284, Attention Shannon Statton.

High School Coaches/Teachers
Mount St. Mary Catholic HS

(Oklahoma City) is accepting
applications for a part-time Spanish
position for the 2007-2008 school year
with some assistant coaching (football
and/or basketball) experience
preferred but not required. Send
resume, letter of interest, copy of
teaching certificate and references to
Talita DeNegri, Mount St. Mary HS,
2801 S. Shartel, Oklahoma City 73109,
fax (405) 631-9209. For more
information, call 405-631-8865 or
e-mail tdenegri@mountstmary.org.

Cafeteria Manager
Mount St. Mary High School in

Oklahoma City is seeking a full-time
cafeteria manager for the 2007-2008
school year. Applicant must be familiar
with the DHS Commodities
Distribution and U.S. Federal Food
Program. For more information,
contact Talita DeNegri at 631-8865.

Music Director 
St. Eugene Church, Oklahoma

City, seeks full-time music director to
direct traditional, contemporary and
children’s choirs and supervise
cantors. Organ and piano skills
necessary. Bilingual skills preferred.
Degree in music with experience
directing music in a parish setting.
Competitive salary and benefits. Send
resume with three professional
references to Rev. Joseph Jacobi, St.
Eugene Church, 2400 W. Hefner Road,

OKC 73120, fax (405) 751-8722, phone
(405) 751-7115, e-mail mbrown@st-
eugenes.org.

DRE/Youth Minister
St. Joseph Parish in Muskogee is

in need of a director of Religious
Education and Youth Ministry to
coordinate religious fonnation and
activities for youth and adults. Must
be a Catholic in good standing that
enjoys working with young people. The
position is full time. Formal education
in theology preferred. Contact Father
Bryan Brooks at (918) 687-1351 for
more information.

Music Director
St. Joseph Parish in Muskogee

is in need of a music director to lead a
vocal choir and assist in planning
liturgies throughout the liturgical year.
Experience as an organist is helpful
but not required. Contact Father
Bryan Brooks at (918) 687-1351 for
more information.

Film Captures
Destruction of
Migrant Church

Award-winning filmmaker,
John Carlos Frey captures an
enduring story of true faith and
perseverance pitted against the
fear and heated debate on immi-
gration in his latest documentary
film titled “The Invisible Chapel.”

For over 20 years, a migrant
chapel remained invisible to the
wealthy residents of a San Diego
neighborhood. The chapel, made of
concrete, tile and wood complete
with benches for seating, was
nestled in a hidden canyon
obscured from view by the cover of
brush and trees. Every Sunday,
parish volunteers provided
humanitarian assistance and held
a church service for over 100
impoverished agricultural,
construction and service industry
workers from Mexico.

Some nearby neighbors, along
with the San Diego Minutemen
and a San Diego radio talk show
host, clashed with the mostly
undocumented immigrant congre-
gation. The ensuing conflict forced
the migrants and volunteers out of
their sacred space of 20 years and
ultimately caused the destruction
of their place of worship.

“The Invisible Chapel” is now
available on DVD and is the
follow-up film to John Carlos
Frey’s 2006 exposé of migrant
living conditions in San Diego
titled “The Invisible Mexicans
of Deer Canyon.” For more
information, go to www.invisible-
chapel.com
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24 Pilgrimage Sunday, 10:45 a.m.
Anointing of the Sick, 11 a.m. Mass,
noon lunch, 1 p.m. Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament, Prayer of the
Chaplet of the Infant Jesus and the
Litany of the Infant Jesus. Nat’l
Shrine of the Infant Jesus of Prague
is located in St. Wenceslaus Church,
SH-99 7 miles N. I-40 or 20 miles S.
I-44 at Stroud exit, Prague, (405)
567-3080.

25-29 Saint James the Greater
Parish, OKC, is having vacation
Bible school from 10 a.m. until 12:30
p.m. To register any child, ages 4 to
10 years old, please call Christina
Mendoza at 636-6840. Registration is
$15 per child (includes T-shirt).

26 Theology On Tap, a speaker
series for young adults 18 to 39. This
week’s topic is “What Does it Mean
When We Call Ourselves Catholic?”
with George Rigazzi, director of
Family Life for the Archdiocese. Will
look at the basic truths of our faith
at 7 p.m. at the Church of the
Epiphany of the Lord Parish, 7336 W.
Britton Road. Admission is free and
baby-sitting will be provided. For
more information, contact Cara at
youngadults@epiphanyokc.com.

28 Bingo at St. James Catholic
Church, 4201 S. McKinley. Food and

beverages, reasonably priced will be
served at 6 p.m. Bingo begins at 6:30
p.m. All games including two black-
outs $10. Door prizes and special
recognition for all players born in
June. All bingo players get an entry
for a 27-inch flat screen TV to be
given away at the October bingo. So
come on down and make it a party.

30 The Knights of Columbus will
host the Catholic Family Golf
Tournament at the Bruehl
Memorial Golf Course in Purcell. $75
entry fee, includes golf, one-half cart,
range balls, lunch and beverages.
First-, second- and third-place
merchandise prizes and closest to the
hole on all par 3’s prizes. So bring
the family and come on down. This
four-person scramble starting at 8
a.m. is for everyone.

30 Living With Imperfection:
Ours and Others, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Who demands perfection? Is it God?
Or is it you? Learn how to live
lovingly with who you are. The effect
on all your relationships may
surprise you. Presenter is Sister
Melissa Anna Letts, OSB, at Red
Plains Monastery. Call 373-4739 to
register. Bring a sack lunch. Fee:
Mail in $35 to reserve your place.

3 Eucharistic Adoration at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual

Help, NW 32nd and Western every
Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to noon. The
Rosary is said every weekday at 2.30
p.m. All are welcome.

4 Holy Family Home Mass, 10
a.m., Holy Family Home, 6821
Eddie Drive, Midwest City, (405)
523-3000.

6 First Friday Adoration at St.
Francis of Assisi in Oklahoma City.
After the 8:30 a.m. Rosary School
Mass there will be the Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction at 5:30 p.m. This is
open to all. St. Francis is located at
1910 NW 19th (just two blocks east
of Penn) in Oklahoma City.

6 First Friday Adoration at Holy
Name of Jesus in Chickasha.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. followed
by Benediction. This is open to all.
Holy Name of Jesus is located at
210 S 7th St. in Chickasha.

6 First Friday Sacred Heart
Mass at the Catholic Pastoral
Center. Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament is at 5:30 p.m. with the
Sacrament of Reconciliation avail-
able prior to Mass. Mass is at 7 p.m.
Those wanting to learn more about
First Friday Devotion and the
practice of consecrating the family
and home to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus will find materials available
after Mass. For more information,

please call the Office of Family Life
at (405) 721-8944 or Diane Grim at
(405) 528-6252.

14 The Benedictine Oblates of
Red Plains Monastery will meet
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. They join the
Community for Vespers, followed by
a potluck dinner. For more
information, contact Sister Eunice
at 373-4565 or osbokc@ionet.net.

15 Taize Prayer, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Red Plains Monastery, 728 Richland
Road SW, Piedmont. For more
details, call 373-4565. Optional
video on Taize prayer at 6 p.m.

15 The Community of the
Secular Order of the Blessed
Virgin Mary of Mt. Carmel and
St. Teresa of Jesus - Oklahoma
Community and Province of St.
Therese, meets at St. Joseph
Carmelite Monastery in Piedmont
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. For more
information, call Janet Mildfelt
(405) 848-6275 or Deacon Jim
Breazile (405) 377-9478.

23-27 St. Monica Music Camp,
8:30 a.m. to noon. The final
performance is held on Saturday,
July 28 after the 5:30 p.m. Mass.
Music camp is open to second grade
through high school, with a kinder-
garten and first-grade class
available for children of full-time
adult staffers. Nursery is available
for those helping with camp.

JUNE

continued from page 12
administrative responsibilities.

“We can’t always do just the
things we want to do or like to do. We
need to do what needs to be done,”
Father said.

With a large, close-knit family of
four brothers and one sister, Father
Metzinger has been kept busy over
the years officiating at the weddings
of his siblings, and, more recently, at
the baptisms and First Communions
of his nieces and nephews. He also
helped his mother and father cele-
brate their 50th wedding anniversary
at Saint John’s on Dec. 27, 2005.

Father Metzinger loves being a
priest. “It is a wonderful way to serve
the Lord,” he said. “I have seen the
many ways that God has touched the
lives of people through me. That’s a
great blessing.

“The part I enjoy most about
being a priest is celebrating the
Eucharist, especially in communities
that really participate, as Saint John’s
does so well. There are inexpressible
moments during the Mass when we
feel that God, indeed, is with us.

“Sometimes giving people Holy
Communion when the choir is singing
is a sublime moment.

“We are always surrounded by
God’s grace, but sometimes we lose
sight of that through the week. The
Eucharist brings us back; it reminds
us of where our strength can be
found,” Father Metzinger said.

Young men interested in becom-
ing priests occasionally stop by
Father’s office at Saint John’s. He
advises them to pray about their
decision and to talk about it with
other people in the Church whose
opinions they respect. If, after that,
the priesthood still appeals to them,
he suggests that they “contact the
vocation director and give it a try.”

During the school year, Father
enjoys saying Mass at the Saint
Elizabeth Ann Seton School, part of
Saint John’s Parish. “The school is a
vital part of the life of the parish. One
of the highlights of my week is to
celebrate Mass with the school-
children.

“Children are the future of the
Church, and it is a blessing to have a

chance to interact with them as they
grow not only in age but in grace and
wisdom,” he said.

Like most Catholics, Father
Metzinger has several favorite
Scriptures. His favorite is John 15: 9-
12, “As the Father loves me, so I also
love you. Remain in my love. If you
keep my commandments, you will
remain in my love, just as I have kept
my Father’s commandments and
remain in his love. I have told you this
so that my joy might be in you and
your joy might be complete.”

“I love this Scripture,” he said,
“because love is the measure of all
things. The purpose of our lives is to
welcome God’s love into our lives and
share that love with others.”

Father also likes Matthew 11:28-
30, which begins with the line, “Come
to me, all you who labor and are
burdened, and I will give you rest.” He
often shares this Scripture with those
needing strength in their lives. “This
Scripture gives people hope,” he said.

Tuesday, May 29, 2007, was the
25th anniversary of Father John
Robert Metzinger’s ordination. A

Mass of Thanksgiving was con-
celebrated at Saint John’s by Father
and many of his brother priests,
followed by a reception in his honor.

“It was a wonderful evening,”
Father Metzinger said. “I invited all
the priests of the Archdiocese to con-
celebrate with me. Not all of them
were able to attend. I didn’t count how
many were there, but someone told
me that there were exactly 25 of my
brother priests concelebrating with
me. It was a stroke of grace! 

“After 25 years, it’s time for
reflecting and becoming aware of the
countless people who have blessed my
life and my ministry. Many of them
were there that night,” Father said. “It
was an evening to be grateful for my
brother priests, the people from the
parishes in which I served, and my
family.”

In October of 1981, a few months
before his ordination, Father
Metzinger was interviewed by the
Sooner Catholic. At that time, he said
of his approaching priesthood, “I just
want to share in people’s lives and
help them to realize God loves them.”

Father Metzinger

JULY
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Celebration

Catholic Foundation Offers Support for Higher Education 
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc. has been busy awarding

scholarships to students enrolled in higher education. Pictured here are some
of the students who have received support from the Catholic Foundation.

Ann Nawotka of Our Lady of
Fatima, Nicoma Park, receives
a Catholic Foundation
Scholarship from board
member Ray Haefele.

Susan Murray of Christ the King, Oklahoma City, receives a Catholic Foundation
Scholarship from board member Susie Nelson and Pastor Joseph Ross.

Teneille Reherman of Sts. Peter and Paul, Kingfisher, receives an Evelyn and Kathryn
Hau Memorial Scholarship from executive director Tom Casso and Pastor Stephen
Hamilton.

Nathan Crossley, Daniel Crossley, Laura Himes, David Crossley and Shannon Meiwes
of Holy Trinity, Okarche, receive Catholic Foundation Scholarships from board
member Carol Hopper and Pastor Philip Louis. Laura Himes received an Evelyn and
Kathryn Hau Memorial Scholarship.

Merle Fuerte, Jacob Severin and Travis Schnaithman of Saint
Gregory the Great, Enid, receive Ameila Davis/Elizabeth Lawrence
Memorial Scholarships from Catholic Foundation board member
Dr. Charles Lawrence and Pastor Lawrence Kowalski. Also pictured
are Davis/Lawrence Memorial Scholarship trustees Andrew and
David Lawrence. The Baptismal Font in the background was
donated through the Evelyn and Kathryn Hau Memorial Fund.

Michael Henderson of Saint
Michael, Meeker, receives a
Catholic Foundation Scholarship
from board member Susie Nelson.
Also pictured is Michael’s uncle,
Richard Amend.
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