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Go Make Disciples

Immigration of unaccompanied minors presents complex issues

According to the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS), 90,000 unaccompanied minors 
will be apprehended attempting to cross our 
southern border this year. This number is ex-
pected to grow to more than 140,000 next year. 
The U.S. government has plans to house and 
process up to 1,200 of them at Ft. Sill.

Why is this happening? 
Immigration law enforcement has been bro-

ken for more than a decade. In the mid-1980s, 
the Select Commission on Immigration and 
Refugee Policy, headed by then-Notre Dame 
President Father Theodore Hesburgh, favored 
amnesty  predicated “on one condition: that 
somehow the sieve that we call a border could 
be tightened up, that somehow we would bring 
our illegal immigration under control.”

Congress acted in 1986, resulting in amnesty 
for many of the estimated three to four million 
unauthorized immigrants then living in the 
United States. Despite the threat of sanctions 
against employers and other measures meant 
to control illegal immigration, DHS estimates 
that more than 11 million persons currently re-
side in the United States without authorization. 

Several factors, including lack of U.S. en-
forcement, led to the failure to secure the 
border. Presidents Bush and Obama favored 
setting the reset button with new comprehen-
sive immigration reform legislation that would 
attempt to more rigorously control the border 
while granting some form of amnesty to many 
of those already in the United States. Their 
plans got nowhere as a skeptical House of 
Representatives favored an enforcement fi rst 
strategy.

Frustrated by the inability to get compre-
hensive reform through Congress, President 
Obama decided to act on his own. In 2011, he 
announced that the Department of Homeland 
Security would make deportations of criminals 
a priority, “making sure they are not focusing 
our resources on deporting people who are low 
priorities for deportation.” In 2012 and again 
this year, the administration took further ac-
tion to signal to unauthorized immigrants and 
potential unauthorized immigrants that if they 
obey our criminal laws they will face little or 

no threat of deportation despite what our laws 
say.

In response, thousands of people hoping for 
a better life for themselves or their children 
are heading up from Guatemala and Honduras 
through Mexico, turning themselves into the 
border patrol for processing with the hope of 
staying in the United States.

How should we as Catholics respond at a 
personal level and a public policy level?

Catholics are called to see the face of Christ 
in the immigrant, whether authorized or unau-
thorized. As Pope Pius XII said in 1952: “Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph, living in exile in Egypt … 
are, for all times and all places, the models and 
protectors of every migrant, alien and refugee 
of whatever kind who, whether compelled by 
fear of persecution or by want [leaves] his na-
tive land, his beloved parents and relatives, his 
close friends, and to seek a foreign soil.”
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Two young girls watch a World Cup soccer match on a television from a holding area where hundreds of mostly 
Central American immigrant children are being processed and held at the U.S. Customs and Border Protection No-
gales Placement Center in Nogales, Ariz., June 18. The federal agency provided media tours June 18 of two locations 
in Brownsville, Texas, and Nogales that have been central to processing at least 52,000 unaccompanied minors who 
have been detained in the U.S. this fi scal year. (CNS photo/Ross D. Franklin, pool via Reuters)

At 10 a.m. Saturday, June 28, Archbish-
op Paul Coakley ordained fi ve seminarians 
to the priesthood -- the largest class to be 
ordained since 1991. As Archbishop Coak-
ley writes in his column this issue (see p. 
2), this was an enormous blessing for the 
archdiocese. 

For those who were unable to attend, 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City live 
streamed this event at http://www.ckokc.
org/archokc-ordination-2014. The record-
ing of the live broadcast will be available 
at http://archokc.org starting Monday, 
June 30, and full coverage of the ordina-
tion, including photos, will be available in 
the July 13 issue of the Sooner Catholic.

Evangelizing the culture: 
Should Catholics engage secular books, TV and fi lms?

Less than a century has passed since Tolkien wrote 
about Middle Earth, Venerable Fulton Sheen appeared 
on TV and John Ford and Frank Capra made cinema 
classics. In those days, the culture was suffused with a 
Catholic worldview of good and evil and the meaning of 
life and love.

Today, it seems the most popular setting for a story is 
a post-Christian world where even the “bad guys” aren’t 
that different from the unprincipled “heroes.” What’s 
a Catholic to do? Since the Church still teaches every 
Christian to be holy, to be “set apart” – do we read the 
books, watch the shows and go to the movies?

Some would say nothing justifi es exposing yourself to a 
potentially evil, or at best amoral, infl uence. In this sum-
mer’s newly-revived “24,” hero Jack Bauer is ostensibly 
trying to save millions of innocent people from suffering 

and death, but doesn’t really seem to care about the 
“collateral damage.” Becoming inured to and dispassion-
ate about violence and suffering is a strange process for 
a Christian to subject himself to – let’s just say it’s not 
going to make you into a Mother Teresa.

Teenagers watch characters in sitcoms like “How I Met 
Your Mother,” who have casual premarital sex more than 
James Bond. For violence and sex, there’s the ubiqui-
tous “Game of Thrones.”

There’s a different attitude toward engaging popu-
lar culture that is justifi ed by the Gospels. Christ used 
several phrases that signify action, like “Put out into the 
deep” and “Go … make disciples.” It seems that he didn’t 
want his disciples to stay on the shore and barricade 
themselves from the outside world. Likewise, if modern 
Christians don’t read or watch anything but explicitly 
Catholic books and fi lms, they’re living on an island from 
which it is very hard to evangelize.

continued on page 11
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.com:

On Saturday, June 28, 
Archbishop Paul Coakley 
ordained fi ve seminarians 
to the priesthood. View a re-
cording of the ordination 
at http://www.ckokc.org/
live-streaming by clicking 
“Archives” and then “Priest 
Ordination.”

His Grace Bryan Bayda, 
a Ukrainian Catholic Bish-
op of Saskatoon, Canada, 
will present a series of lec-
tures on Eastern Cathol-
icism from July 17 to July 
20 at the National Shrine of 
the Infant Jesus of Prague 
in Prague, Okla. Details 
online.

The Knights of Colum-
bus State Annual Golf 
Tournament is slated for 
Aug. 2 at Lakeside Memo-
rial Golf Course in Stillwa-
ter, Okla. For registration 
information and more, visit 
www.archokc.org/briefs.

From 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Aug. 2 in the Garvey Room 
of Trinity Gardens, Cath-
olic Charities will host the 
second annual reunion 
of former residents and 
staff members of Saint 
Joseph’s Orphanage and 
Saint Joseph’s Children’s 
Home. To receive more 
information, contact Jane 
Moon at (405) 526-2308 or 
jmoon@catholiccharitiesok.
org. 

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
July 7 – Mass with Carmelite Sisters, 7:30 a.m., Villa Teresa Convent
July 8 – Department Heads Meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
July 8 – Finance Council Meeting, 2 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
July 11 – Visit Saint Vincent DePaul Thrift Store, 10 a.m.
July 12 – Knights of Columbus State Offi cer Installation, 5 p.m., Saint Monica Church, Edmond
July 13 – Celebration of 100th Anniversary of Carmelites’ Arrival in Oklahoma City, 3:15 p.m., Little Flower 
Church, Oklahoma City

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

On Saturday, June 28, the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City was blessed by the ordination of 
five new priests to serve the people of this local 
Church.  It has been 23 years since we have had 
such a large ordination class!  In addition to these 
new priests, I recently ordained a priest at Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey and three transitional deacons 
who, God willing, will be ordained priests for the 
archdiocese next year.  The Lord is indeed an-
swering our prayers and fulfilling his promise by 
providing shepherds after the mind and heart of 
Christ.  This is certainly an occasion of joy and 
thanksgiving for the Church in Oklahoma!

For many years, we have been relying on the 
generous missionary spirit of a large number of 
international priests from various nations to pro-
vide pastoral care around the archdiocese.  We 
are preparing to welcome three new international 
priests, two from India and one from Myanmar.  
These men have provided an enriching experience 
of the catholicity, that is, the universality of our 
Church.  They have shared not only their faith and 
their generous priestly hearts with us, but they 
have also enriched us by sharing their cultures 
with us here in Oklahoma.   I am grateful for their 
ministry and presence.  

We will continue to be indebted to these men and 
reliant upon missionary priests until we are able 
to provide a sufficient number of priests from our 
own families and parishes to provide for the pas-
toral needs of this local Church.  My prayer and 
my goal is to see the time when we are no longer 
receiving missionaries but also sending missionar-
ies to serve the larger Church.  That is the sign of 
a mature local Church.  The Church is missionary 
by its very nature.

In order for this to occur, we all need to recog-
nize and embrace our own responsibility for foster-

ing a culture of voca-
tions within our homes 
and parishes.  It begins 
with fostering strong 
marriages and faith-
filled families.  As the 
family goes, so goes the 
Church!  So goes soci-
ety.  God continues to 
call men and women to 
lives of special service 
in his Church as priests 
and as consecrated women and men.  We need to 
develop the kind of favorable climate in our homes 
that will encourage openness and generosity to 
these vocations.  

We take so much for granted.  We usually take 
our faith for granted.  We are called to conversion, 
each of us.  Conversion is a lifelong process that 
flows from an encounter with the person of Jesus 
Christ. The joy of that encounter changes every-
thing!  It transforms our horizons and radically 
shifts our values.  We recognize that what we have 
received as a gift, we must give as a gift!  It is not 
sufficient for us to become disciples, though that 
is necessary; we are called to be missionary disci-
ples!

In the weeks ahead our newly ordained priests 
will begin their pastoral duties as they report to 
the parishes to which they are being sent.  At the 
same time, many of our other priests are being 
sent to begin new pastoral assignments in parish-
es around the archdiocese.  These pastoral chang-
es present new opportunities for both our priests 
and parishioners.  I know that you will welcome 
these men as you would welcome Christ.  They are 
his ministers and his representatives among you.  
Please pray for them and pray for vocations.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Thank God for our priests!

Prayer for Vocations
Loving and Generous God,

 it is You who call us by name
 and ask us to follow You.

 Help us to grow in the Love
 and Service of our Church
 as we experience it today.

 Give us the energy and courage
 of Your Spirit to shape its future.

 Grant us faith-fi lled leaders
 who will embrace Christ’s Mission

 of love and justice.

 Bless the Church of Oklahoma
 by raising up dedicated and generous leaders

 from our families and friends
 who will serve Your people as 

Sisters, Priests, Brothers, 
Deacons and Lay Ministers.

 Inspire us to know You better
 and open our hearts

 to hear Your call.

 We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Seminarian Burses
A $500 donation was made to the 

Father Stanley Rother Seminary 
Burse by Little Flower Church, OKC.

A $500 donation was made to the 
Father Joseph Beltran Seminary 
Burse by St. Philip Neri Church, 

Midwest City.

A $250 donation was made to the Fa-
ther Joseph Beltran Seminary Burse 

by St. James Church, OKC.

A $150 donation was made to the 
Father Joseph Beltran Seminary 

Burse  in honor of Sister Jo Ann 
Fleischer, OP, St. Ann Church, Fairview.
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Pope points to St. John the Baptist as model for evangelizing 

VATICAN CITY — In sharing the Gospel with 
others, Christians must be like St. John the 
Baptist, preparing the way for the Lord, point-
ing him out to others, then stepping aside, 
Pope Francis said. 

Celebrating the feast of the birth of St. John 
the Baptist June 24, Pope Francis called him 
“the greatest among the prophets,” because 
he knew how to prepare people, discern the 
Lord’s identity and “diminish” so Jesus could 
increase. 

John the Baptist was an important man, 
“people sought him out and followed him,” the 
pope said during an early morning Mass in the 
chapel of his residence. 

According to Vatican Radio, the pope won-
dered aloud whether St. John was ever tempt-
ed “to think that he was important, but this 
never happened.” Instead, he always replied 
that one mightier than he was coming. 

John the Baptist knew his role was “to pre-
pare the people, prepare people’s hearts for an 
encounter with the Lord,” Pope Francis said. 

The prophet also needed the gift of discern-
ment to be able to recognize Jesus as the mes-
siah, the pope said. “The Spirit revealed this to 
him and he had the courage to say, ‘It’s him. 
This is the lamb of God who will take away the 
sins of the world.” 

Finally, the pope said, St. John knew that his 
gift for speaking, preaching, moving people’s 
hearts and attracting a crowd had a purpose 
that had nothing to do with him and everything 
to do with Jesus. 

As a model for evangelizing, St. John the 
Baptist demonstrates that “a Christian does 

not proclaim him- or herself, but another, 
and prepares the way for another: the Lord. A 
Christian must know how to discern and must 
discern the truth from that which seems to be 
true, but isn’t,” the pope said. Finally, “a Chris-
tian knows how to diminish so that the Lord 
increases in the hearts and souls of others.” 

In his homily the previous day, Pope Francis 
focused on Jesus’ telling the disciples in Mat-
thew 7:1-5, “Stop judging that you may not be 
judged” and “How can you say to your brother, 
‘Let me remove that splinter from your eye,’ 
while the wooden beam is in your eye?” 

“One who judges another is wrong, simply 
because he is taking a role that is not his,” but 
belongs only to God, the pope said. 

People get “so obsessed by what they want to 
judge, by that person, that the splinter keeps 
them from sleeping and they are not even 
aware of the beam they have.” 

Judging another, he said, “ends badly, be-
cause the same measure you use will be used 
to judge you.” 

In the Bible, the pope said, Jesus is de-
scribed as an advocate for his followers and he 
sends the Holy Spirit to defend them. Interest-
ingly enough, he said, the one the Bible labels 
— in Revelation 12:10 — as the “accuser” is the 
devil. 

“If we want to follow Jesus’ path, we must 
be defenders of others, not their accusers,” he 
said. “If I see someone do something bad, do I 
defend him? No! But keep quiet. Go and pray 
and defend him before God, like Jesus does. 
Pray for him, but don’t judge him.” 

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

At right: Christ’s baptism by John the Baptist at the 
Jordan River is depicted in a stained-glass window at 
St. Francis of Assisi Church in Greenlawn, N.Y. (CNS 
photo/Gregory A. Shemitz, Long Island Catholic)

Marchers feel encouraged in their stance for traditional marriage 

WASHINGTON  — Father Rick 
Kosisko found a lot to be thankful 
for during the March for Marriage. 

Joined by hundreds of support-
ers of traditional marriage at the 
U.S. Capitol June 19, the pastor 
of St. Pius X Parish in Mount 
Pleasant, Pennsylvania, told Cath-
olic News Service he was pleased 
to know that others felt it was 
important to show up in Washing-
ton to share their views about the 
sacredness of the bond between 
one man and one woman. 

“We feel called to be here,” he 
said. 

“I saw a joyful group there at the 
rally,” he added as he and about 
20 parishioners from across the 
Diocese of Greensburg, Pennsyl-
vania, made their way to meet 
with congressional representatives 
to press for policies that support 
traditional marriage. “I think it’s 
a foundation, and much like the 
March for Life, it will continue to 
grow.” 

Mary Ellen Pellegrino, director of 
Catholic Charities of the Diocese 
of Greensburg, joined the Penn-
sylvania contingent. The group 
planned to meet with four elected 
representatives from Pennsylvania 
during their visit. 

“We’re just here to tell them that 
we hope they will protect mar-
riage, traditional marriage. I’m 
here because I want to champion 
the best interests of children,” she 
said. “In changing the defi nition of 

marriage, I think the children get 
lost.” 

Several marchers likened the 
event to the March for Life. They 
expressed hope that the March for 
Marriage, organized by the Nation-
al Organization for Marriage and 
the Family Research Council, will 
someday match the March for Life 
in infl uence and magnitude. 

“This march is the seed of a 
movement that is global,” said 
Deacon Keith Fournier of St. 
Stephen Martyr Parish in Ches-
apeake, Virginia, more than fi ve 
hours from Washington. He said 
the long drive was worth the ef-
fort. 

“It’s good to see a grass-roots 
movement being raised here,” he 
said. 

“We’re not protesting anything,” 
he continued. “We’re standing for 
something, something good and 
wonderful: marriage, and the right 
of children to have a mom and a 
dad. The pro-life movement began 
with events like this and we’ve 
made tremendous progress. So I’m 
very, very encouraged.” 

The event was especially well at-
tended by young people who want-
ed to make their voices heard. 

Carrying the state fl ag of Mary-
land, 13-year-old Xavier Krebs of 
Catonsville, Maryland, joined the 

march with several of his peers. 
“I’m here to make sure that peo-
ple my age have a better future,” 
he told CNS. “To make sure we 
do things God’s way. God says 
that marriage is between one man 
and one woman and that’s how it 
should be.” 

Helen Gorman, 17, came to the 
march with a friend, Kevin Oriani, 
22, from Hyattsville, Maryland. 

“I’m here because I don’t want 
the voice of those who believe in 
traditional marriage to be si-
lenced. If society gets to a point 
where we can’t speak about it 
without immediately being cen-
sored, then it will be very hard to 
restore a culture that prizes and 
loves marriage,” Gorman said. 

Many families with young chil-
dren also gathered at the Capitol. 

Jeff Coogan of Staten Island, 
New York, and his wife, Divonne, 
listened to the speakers from a 
distance as their toddler, Gerard, 
waved a sign that read, “Every 
child deserves a mom and a dad.” 

“We’re here because we want 
to make a public stand in favor 
of marriage,” Coogan said. “We’re 
glad to meet other people of like-
mind, and maybe our presence 
here will change someone’s mind.” 

Christina Andrews and her 
husband Jonathan brought their 
six children to Washington from 
Tappahannock, Virginia. “I believe 
in God’s defi nition of marriage as 
one man and one woman for life,” 
Andrews said. “Truth is truth, no 
matter what people say.” 

By Sarah Hinds 
Catholic News Service 

Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone of San Francisco, chairman of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ Subcommittee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage, ad-
dresses several hundred supporters of traditional marriage during the second annual 
March for Marriage on the West Lawn of the Capitol in Washington June 19. (CNS 
photo/Tyler Orsburn)
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Praying for missing Catholics and those on the edge
A powerful apostolate for those who attend daily Mass

A few months ago, I spoke at one of the parishes in 
Oklahoma City about the new evangelization.  One of 
the older ladies in the room spoke up to ask, “What 
can we seniors do to help the young people?”  My 
mind raced through all the possibilities of things 
that might help, but I knew immediately that getting 
involved in youth ministry activities might not be 
the answer.  After the talk, an older gentleman spent 
a few minutes with me and shared that his chil-
dren were no longer practicing; he was clearly bro-
ken-hearted about it.

It dawned on me afterward that many of the people 
in the room attended daily Mass.  It called to mind a 
particularly powerful way of intercession that I had 
learned some years earlier, and it occurred to me: The 
daily Mass crowd could become a standing army of 
intercessors for missing baptized Catholics.  I learned 
about this way of intercession from an eccentric little 
Polish lady.  No one was certain whether she was a 
saint or a nut, but she prompted me to pray it for a 
friend about whom I was concerned.  I did so, and 
that friend had a signifi cant breakthrough regarding 
a problematic issue.  I started praying it for other 
people, especially people who were away from the 
Church, and I saw things change. Sometimes, even 
very complicated situations were resolved and people 
were reconciled with God and the Church.  Whatever 
“obstacle” to salvation was in their path seemed to be 
taken out of the way.  I’ve come to think of it as a way 
to “pray someone over a ditch.”

Essentially, this way of intercession involves receiv-
ing Holy Communion for 30 consecutive days in a 
state of grace (i.e. no mortal sin on your conscience).  
After each communion, pray an Our Father and a 
Hail Mary—for the good of the Church, for the sal-
vation of your own soul and for the salvation of one 
other person of your choice.  For those who attend 
daily Mass anyway, it’s so simple.

Over the years, I have prayed this way for many 
people.  Sometimes I prayed it for people who seemed 
to be mad at me, and suddenly found them seeking 

me out.  Sometimes, I even prayed it 
for people I was mad at—and saw them 
change into a different person.  One 
year, I prompted a friend of mine to 
pray it for her non-practicing Method-
ist husband.  He was a good man, just 
not interested in matters of religion.  
They had been married for more than 
30 years.  She started in September.  
By March of the following year, he was 
received into the Church, and has been 
faithfully Catholic ever since.  Another 
friend had a brother who was in trouble with the po-
lice and with a gang threatening his life.  He had nev-
er held a job in his life.  By the time she fi nished her 
30 days, he was employed.  I’ve become so convinced 
of the power of this way of prayer, that, whenever 
someone tells me about someone they have trouble 
with, I say, “Thirty day novena!”

We all have people in our lives who have walked 
away from their faith in the Lord and the Church.  We 
might know people who seem to be spiritually stuck 
in some way.  Wouldn’t it be powerful if those of us 
who go to daily Mass anyway started a quiet little 
prayer campaign for the missing or the troubled—or 
even maybe someone we are mad at—and prayed for 
them by name for 30 days?  Of course, as with any 
spiritual quest, we must be aware that we are en-
gaging in battle with a real enemy.  It can sometimes 
happen that the person on whose behalf we make 
this intercession will put up considerable resistance, 
even if they don’t know we are praying for them.  It 
can also be the case that we don’t see any visible fruit 
of our prayers for years.  Nevertheless, as the good 
book says, ‘The fervent prayer of a righteous person 
is very powerful.’ If you haven’t been to the sacrament 
of reconciliation in awhile, that’s a good place to start 
your 30-day quest.  If it makes sense to do so, begin 
by praying for members of your own family, and see 
what happens.  Keep me posted on what the Lord 
does.

By Carole 
Brown, Ph.D.

Mission time
The Offi ce of Readings for the solemni-

ty of the Ascension offers a lovely excerpt 
from one of St. Augustine’s sermons 
“de Ascensione Domini,” in which the 
learned Bishop of Hippo takes as his text 
Colossians 3:1-2: “If then you have been 
raised with Christ, seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is seated, at the 
right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things that 
are on earth.” 

A familiar enough text, right? But then 
Augustine, as is his wont, gives it a striking twist: “For 
just as he remained with us even after his Ascension, 
so we, too, are already in heaven with him, even though 
what is promised us has not yet been fulfi lled in our 
bodies. …While in heaven he is also with us; and we 
while on earth are with him. He is here with us by his 
divinity, his power and his love. We cannot be in heav-
en, as he is on earth, by divinity; but in him, we can be 
there by love.”  

There are something on the order of 70 million Cath-
olics in the United States. How many of us think of our-
selves as being “already in heaven” with the Lord? And 
if we really believed that – if we really believed that the 
most important part of our being was united to Christ 
and thus incorporated into the life of the Holy Trinity – 
how would we comport ourselves here on earth?

We’d be on fi re with a sense of mission.
There are many reasons to deplore the change in 

liturgical nomenclature for the weeks after the Easter 
Season, from Sundays “after Pentecost” to Sundays “in 
Ordinary Time.” As has been noted previously in this 
space (perhaps to the point of reader-tedium!), there is 
nothing “ordinary” about time after the Resurrection 
and Ascension. For, as that Colossians text suggests 
and Augustine makes explicit, human “time” has now 
been drawn into the divine life through the mystery of 
Christ’s return to the Father and his being seated “at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:3) 

as Lord of history. History, in that sense, is “inside” the 
Godhead.  

And there is nothing ordinary about that.
Sundays “after Pentecost,” by contrast, reminded 

the Church that the fi rst outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
celebrated on the 50th day after Easter, continues in 
the Church throughout history, so that the Church can 
continually bear witness to “that which was from the 
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched 
with our hands” (1 John 1.1) – the Risen Lord, who 
offers us, in our friendship with him, a participation 
here-and-now in the life of God himself.

The Pentecost Season (if you’ll permit a lapse into a 
relevant bit of liturgical antiquarianism) lasts from Pen-
tecost itself through midday of the Saturday before the 
First Sunday of Advent. It is the longest of the Church’s 
seasons; it is the season of hope (hence the green vest-
ments); it is a season for lengthening the stride of the 
spiritual life, in a steady rhythm of pilgrimage toward 
the Kingdom where our hearts already rest because 
they rest in the Lord. But it is also, and above all, the 
season of mission. Because Pentecost is not simply 
about celebrating the gift of the Spirit to the Church; 
as the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles illus-
trates, Pentecost is about giving that gift away.

The Pentecost Season is when those who truly believe 
that “we are already in heaven with him” offer others 
the possibility of living like that. The offer is made in 
many ways: in acts of compassion and charity; in acts 
of explicit witness to Christ; in explaining why the 
Church believes what it does.  If, as St. John Paul II 
and Pope Francis propose, the quality of our disciple-
ship is measured by our commitment to giving others 
the gift we have been given, the lengthy weeks of the 
Pentecost Season are divinely ordered to that gift-giving.

About which, there is nothing “ordinary.”  
George Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver 

Catholic Register, the offi cial newspaper of the Archdio-
cese of Denver.

By George 
Weigel
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BALTIMORE — The Eucharist 
conforms Catholics to “the pattern 
of Christ’s self-giving love” and 
compels them to see the dignity of 
the poor and perform acts of mer-
cy, Baltimore Archbishop William 
E. Lori said at the June 21 open-
ing Mass for this year’s Fortnight 
for Freedom. 

The Mass coincided with the 
feast of Corpus Christi. 

“By entering the dynamic of 
Christ’s self-giving eucharistic 
love, we are impelled ... to work 
for a loving and just society where 
the dignity of human life is re-
spected from conception until nat-
ural death and all the stages in 
between,” the archbishop said in 
his homily. 

More than 1,000 people packed 
the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Assumption of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary for the opening 
of the third annual Fortnight for 
Freedom, two weeks dedicated to 
prayer, education and advocacy 
for religious freedom. 

Concelebrating the Mass were 
fi ve bishops, a bishop-designate 
and a dozen priests. 

Archbishop Lori is the chairman 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee for 
Religious Liberty, formed in 2011. 
In 2012, it published a letter titled 
“Our First, Most Cherished Lib-
erty” and launched the Fortnight 
for Freedom event in response to 
government infringement on reli-
gious freedom rights in the United 
States and abroad. 

Chief among those perceived 

threats are the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services’ 
mandate that most employers, 
including religious employers, 
provide insurance for artifi cial 
birth control, sterilization and 
abortion-causing drugs. Archbish-
op Lori and the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore are among the plaintiffs 
in one of the 100 lawsuits against 
the mandate brought by nonprofi t 
and for-profi t organizations and 
businesses. 

In his homily, Archbishop Lori 
criticized the mandate, as well as 
state laws criminalizing churches 
that serve immigrants living in the 
country illegally and “discrimina-
tion against Catholic humanitar-
ian services because they refuse 
to provide so-called ‘services’ that 
violate Catholic teaching.” 

Archbishop Lori acknowledged 
that, in other countries, people 
are killed for professing their 
faith. In the United States, he 
said, the challenges to religious 
freedom are more subtle yet “very 
real.” 

“Increasingly, government at 
all levels is asserting itself in the 
internal life of churches, telling 
them that houses of worship are 

fully religious, whereas religious 
schools and charities that serve 
the common good are less so, 
and therefore less deserving of 
religious freedom protections,” he 
said. 

The 2014 fortnight theme is 
“The Freedom to Serve” to empha-
size the charitable works of Cath-
olic organizations and individuals. 
During the Mass, Archbishop Lori 
distinguished the church’s work 
from that of nongovernmental 
agencies, as Pope Francis has 
done, adding that Catholics “are 
to be more than an NGO” by vir-
tue of a “eucharistic heart.” 

“We are seeking for the church 
and for church institutions no 
special privileges,” he said. “We 
are seeking the freedom to serve, 
or as Pope Francis once put it, the 
freedom to proclaim and live the 
Gospel ‘in its entirety.’” 

The Fortnight for Freedom will 
culminate with a July 4 Mass at 
the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington.

Wiering is a staff writer at The 
Catholic Review, the newspaper of 
the Archdiocese of Baltimore.

By Maria Wiering 
Catholic News Service 

In little more than a week, 
more than 100 people quickly 
subscribed to the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City “Fortnight 
for Freedom 2014” email list, 
making the list the fourth most 
popular in the archdiocesan 
FlockNote network.

Subscribers to the list have 
received daily updates through-
out the fortnight, which contin-
ues through July 4. The daily 
emails include Scripture verses, 
stories of the saints, quotes 
from the U.S. Founding Fathers, 
reflections on the Vatican II 
Declaration on Religious Liberty 
(Dignitatis Humanae) and links 
to news articles – all centered 
on the theme of the importance 
of religious liberty.

To join these subscribers in 
receiving these emails for the 
remainder of the fortnight, visit 
www.flocknote.com/ArchOKC, 
register and then click the 
“Subscribe” button next to the 
“Fortnight for Freedom 2014” 
list.

Other popular FlockNote 
lists include “Sooner Catholic 
E-newsletter,” with 2,502 sub-
scribers; “ArchOKC News Re-
leases,” with 151 subscribers 
and “Go Make Disciples Study,” 
with 119 subscribers. To sub-
scribe to these lists – or any of 
the more than 15 tailored lists 
offered by the archdiocese – vis-
it www.flocknote.com/ArchOKC. 

National Mass to open Fortnight for Freedom draws more than 1,000 people

Sacramentals: An important part of our Catholic culture 
A crucifi x featured prominently in 

the home identifi es it as a Catholic 
dwelling. A religious medal worn 
around the neck , a rosary car-
ried in a purse or pocket: These, 
too, are signs of devotion to the 
Church and her teachings.  These 
things are what the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church calls “various 
forms of piety surrounding the 
Church’s sacramental life” (Section 
1674). These are sacramentals.

Strictly speaking, the Catechism 
defi nes sacramentals as “sacred 
signs, which bear a resemblance 
to the sacraments” (Section 1667). 
Accordingly, holy water is a sacra-
mental linked to Baptism, and a 
small holy water font in the home 
is a reminder that we have been 
baptized into the Catholic faith. 

The crucifi x reminds us of the 
holy sacrifi ce of the Mass, during 
which we receive Holy Commu-
nion.  Candles lighted in the home 
for personal or family devotion call 
to mind the use of candles in the 
sacraments of Baptism and Matri-
mony.  

Beyond this, the Catechism 
acknowledges the many “forms of 
popular devotions among the faith-
ful,” specifi cally naming “the rosa-
ry, medals, etc.” (Section 1674).

Sacramentals do not confer grace 
in the same way that the sacra-
ments do, but “by the Church’s 
prayer, they prepare us to receive 
grace and dispose us to cooperate 
with it.”  The Catechism points out 
that “there is scarcely any proper 
use of material things,” which can-
not be tied to “the praise of God” 
(Section 1670).

While some things – like books 
– are simply religious articles and 
not true sacramentals, all these 
things help us to enjoy and to 
express our Catholic faith.  Pic-
tures of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
statues of our favorite saints and 
graphically illustrated versions of 
The Lord’s Prayer help us remem-
ber who we are and what we are 

called to be.  
Catholics can, of course, pur-

chase rosaries, medals and many 
other items online.  In the Okla-
homa City metro area, there are 
several shops that offer these items 
as well.

Karen and Mac Morton are 
owners of Sacred Heart Catholic 
Gifts in Edmond, and Karen feels 
that the store is a “kind of evan-
gelization opportunity.”  While 
the storefront is a visible Catholic 
presence, the Mortons have “a lot 
of customers from other denomina-
tions.”  The Mortons converted to 
the Catholic faith and, six months 
later, opened Sacred Heart Catholic 
Gifts because “there was a need for 
a store in Edmond,” says Morton. 
That was 11 years ago, and, today, 
customers come from as far away 
as Enid and Ponca City to buy ro-
saries, crucifi xes and medals.  

“Saint Christopher is still popu-
lar,” Morton adds.

At The Melting Pot on Campus 
Corner in Norman, store owners 
Richard and Cathy Alexander have 
a section of their gift shop reserved 
for Catholic religious goods and 
sacramentals.  “Rosaries, Bibles 
and favorite saint medals” are the 
most popular items, according to 
Richard.  He and his wife joined 
the Catholic Church fi ve years ago, 

and Richard says he started featur-
ing Catholic items when someone 
came into the store trying to fi nd a 
crucifi x.  Richard realized that this 
could be a problem for Catholics in 
the Bible Belt, and so he began to 
offer crucifi xes, rosaries and more. 
Today, these items are about 30 
percent of the store’s business. 

Joe and Vickie Willbanks are the 
third owners of Saint Thomas More 
Book Store in Oklahoma City.  The 
store was started in 1936 as The 
Saint Thomas More Book Stall.  
When the store’s second owners 
announced that the store would 
be closing, the Willbanks felt that 
they had to fi nd a way to keep the 
business going.  That was 1988, 
before online shopping was what 
it is today, and the store’s closing 
would have been a real loss for 
Catholics in the area.  Today, the 
store is doing well.  

“All the Sacraments bring peo-
ple in,” Vickie said. “People always 
want Baptism, First Communion 
and Confi rmation Gifts.”  The store 
now has a website that draws cus-
tomers from out of state.  

“Mostly New Jersey, believe it or 
not!”  says Vickie.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic and an adjunct 
professor of English at several area 
colleges.  

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

A woman holds a rosary. (CNS photo/
Giampiero Sposito, Reuters) 

Fortnight for Freedom 
email list among 

ArchOKC’s most popular
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Meet Our 
Sisters

This is part of a series to introduce 
the religious sisters of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City. These 
sisters all currently serve here in 
Oklahoma.

Sister Kathryn Olsen, IHM

What is your ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City? My ministry is 
as an Associate Judge in the Inter-diocesan Tribu-
nal of Oklahoma City.  I am a canon lawyer.
   When and at what age did you enter the con-
vent and when did you take your fi nal vows? 
My vocation journey to the convent began at a 
young age.  I knew from grade school that I want-
ed to be a sister.  At age 15, I joined an Aspirancy 
for young high school girls wanting to be sisters.  I 
left after high school and returned to that order 10 
years later.  After about eight years, I transferred 
to the SSIHM’s in Monroe, Mich., and began my 
novitiate in 1986. On April 29, 1991, the Feast of 
Saint Catherine of Siena, I made my fi nal vows in 
Monroe, Mich.  
   When and how did you discern a call to the 
religious life? All of my grade school and most of 
my high school education was in Catholic schools.  
That atmosphere certainly nourished my desire 
to be a sister.  However, I did not immediately join 
a religious order.  I worked and completed my 
college degree, traveled and even bought a house 
in my “homeland” of Oregon!  Knowing that I had 
always dreamed of being a sister, I began a serious, 
yearlong discernment process with a Jesuit priest 
and spiritual director.  At the end of that process, 
I entered the convent. Discernment is an ongoing 
process before one applies for admittance, as well 
as throughout the initial formation period. 
   What has surprised you the most in your vo-
cation? What has surprised me is how supportive, 
encouraging and committed my sisters are even 
though we live a distance apart from each other.  
We truly enjoy seeing one another at our congre-
gational meetings.  There is also a tremendous 
outpouring of support when something happens 
with one of us.  We are involved in many ministries 
and are really scattered, but come together excited 
to hear about each other. We are very diverse yet 
quite connected. I have also grown in my faith and 
love of God by knowing and working with these 
women.
   What is the most fulfi lling part of your vo-
cation? The most fulfi lling part is also something 
that surprises me, and that is how people trust 
me to enter into their lives, their prayers and their 
hopes and dreams.  It is very humbling to me and 
a true blessing. 
   What is your advice to young women dis-
cerning their vocation? My advice to a woman 
considering religious life would be to fi rst pray and 
participate in the Eucharist as often as possible.  
Meet with a sister just to visit and get acquainted.  
(Her parish priest can help her contact a sister 
and/or the vocations offi ce.) Many of the religious 
orders have websites, as well. There is also a very 
interesting international website called A Nun’s 
Life (anunslife.org).  I would be happy to talk with 
anyone interested (405) 709-2738.
   Please tell us more about your community. 
The IHMs began as a frontier settlement of Monroe, 
Mich., in 1845, responding to the need to educate 
young girls.  That pioneering spirit has continued 
on into the third century with the sisters’ global 
vision and dedication to justice, peace, love and 
sustainable living.  We are about 400 strong with a 
vital presence in many states, Puerto Rico, Mexico 
and South Africa. Our mission statement focuses 
on the need for right relationships among our-
selves, with the Church and with the whole earth 
community.  

Father Buettner refl ects on his 
fi rst year of priesthood

As new priests are ordained for the Archdiocese,

“A priest is one who makes Christ visi-
ble,” wrote Venerable Fulton Sheen in his 
book, “Those Mysterious Priests.” “The 
measure by which a priest draws souls to 
Christ is also the measure by which he can 
drive souls from Christ.”

The great responsibility of making Christ 
visible to the world was passed onto fi ve 
young men on June 28 when Archbishop 
Paul Coakley ordained Deacons Christo-
pher Brashears, Linh Bui, Cristobal De 
Loera, Carson Krittenbrink and Timothy 
Ruckel to the priesthood for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City. Now that they are 
offi cially priests, what will a day in their 
life look like? Depending on each one’s 
assignment, their days might be very dif-
ferent, but every Roman Catholic priest in 
the world participates in the celebration of 
the Mass and the sacraments, prays the 
Liturgy of the Hours, and focuses on their 
individual prayer life along with the spiri-
tual lives of their fl ock. 

Ordained on June 29, 2013, Father 
Brian Buettner has just completed his 
fi rst year as a priest for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. Father Buettner is associ-
ate pastor at the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help and associate administrator 
at both Corpus Christi Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City and Saint Robert Bellarm-
ine Catholic Church in Jones, Oklahoma. 
He described life as a priest as “infi nitely 
better than I ever thought it would be.” 
Through the sacraments of the Church, he 
has been able to experience people opening 
their hearts to God’s love and developing a 
true relationship with Jesus Christ.

A typical day for Father Buettner begins 
in prayer at 6:30 a.m. with praying the 
Liturgy of the Hours, an ancient prayer 
said by priests and religious all over the 
world. To focus his day on Christ, Father 
Buettner then spends an hour with the 
Lord in Adoration followed by celebrating 
daily Mass.  Starting his day in prayer al-
lows him to make Jesus the focal point of 
any ministry he will do that day.

“It is through prayer that I fi nd joy, en-
ergy and the graces I need in order to give 
my life completely in service to all of those 
God puts before me,” said Father Buettner.  
“Without prayer, my life would feel empty, 
desolate and meaningless.”  

At 8:15, Father Buettner takes time for 
his personal health and visits the gym or 
goes for a run. While in seminary, a focus 
was placed on the new priests taking care 
of themselves in order to have the ener-
gy and vitality to best serve their people. 
Over the last year, Father Buettner has 
been eating right and exercising regularly 
in hopes that he can effectively serve the 
archdiocese for many more years to come. 

The remainder of the day is usually 
spent working in the church offi ce or with 
the various ministries his pastor and the 
archbishop have assigned to him.  Each 
day is different, but most are spent writing 
homilies, counseling parishioners and vis-
iting the sick of the parish. The priests of 
his parish come together to pray daytime 
and evening prayer in addition to prepar-
ing for the various sacraments a priest can 
administer. 

On top of his responsibilities at the 

three archdiocesan parishes, one of Father 
Buettner’s favorite ministries this year has 
been as the chaplain at Bishop McGuin-
ness High School in Oklahoma City.

“Bishop McGuinness has been a great 
experience for me to help the theolo-
gy department show to these students 
the importance of our faith,” said Father 
Buettner “I love being there, and it has 
been awesome to meet so many students 
who truly desire to live their lives close to 
Jesus Christ.”

David Morton, principal at Bishop Mc-
Guinness High School, has noticed the 
incredible impact Father Buettner has had 
on the students at McGuinness during his 
fi rst year as a priest.

“In a very short time, he has become part 
of our family by making himself avail-
able to the students,” said Morton. “When 
he is here, Father Buettner is out in the 
halls talking to kids and eating lunch 
with them. He has scheduled times in the 
morning for confession. From a modeling 
standpoint, the kids are able to see how 
much joy he has in his life as a priest. I 
think it sends such a positive message to 
the young men who might be considering 
the priesthood.”

Although this fi rst year as a priest has 
been life changing for Father Buettner, he 
does see the limits on what a priest can 
accomplish each day. He is continually 
praying for an increase in vocations to 
the priesthood to help fulfi ll the spiritual 
needs of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
and alleviate some of the workload of each 
individual priest. For more information on 
discerning a call to the priesthood, please 
contact the vocations director, Father 
Stephen Hamilton, at fr.shamilton@gmail.
com.

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Father Brian Buettner saying Holy Thursday Mass 
at Corpus Christi parish in Oklahoma City. Photo 
Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic. 
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Weddings, meet Marriage: 

It’s not uncommon for young 
girls to dream of their wedding 
day, to throw on a pillowcase 
veil and pretend to walk down 
the aisle. As they grow, many 
begin to develop preferences 
for specific dresses, rings and 
centerpieces. Some collect files 
of photos or create lists of future 
bridesmaids. Such daydreaming 
is presumably harmless – un-
til wedding planning occupies 
headspace to the exclusion of 
marriage preparation.

One common, and rather 
frightening, statement is, “I have 
the wedding planned out; all I 
need is the man.” Worse, many 
social media statuses read, “I 
don’t want a marriage; I want a 
wedding.” 

After a couple becomes en-
gaged, they often spend an inor-
dinate amount of time preparing 
for the wedding day rather than 
for a lifetime of marriage. Al-
though not always the case, the 
pursuit of perfecting a sacrificial 
love for a spouse often takes 
a backseat. Instead, couples 
find themselves focusing on a 
flawless ceremony and whether 
they’ve ordered enough food for 
guests.  

The wedding industry has 
grown into a $53.4 billion indus-
try. According to TheKnot.com, 
the average cost of a wedding in 
the United States in 2012 was 
$28,427. The sacrament of mar-
riage is something to celebrate, 
but an excessive focus on aes-
thetics does not automatically 
equate with genuine celebration, 
let alone with an understand-
ing of the permanent nature of 
marriage. 

As a young couple preparing 
for marriage, recent University 
of Oklahoma graduates Hilary 
Gibson and Alex Sanchez know 
the very real struggle of finding 
the right balance in wedding 
planning. 

“It’s very easy to get caught up 
in the wrong things before the 
wedding,” Gibson said.  “I did, 
but, thankfully, through mar-
riage prep and looking at some 
of the realities of marriage (es-
pecially finances), I realized that 

planning a wedding isn’t about 
the reception. It’s about the life-
time commitment you’re mak-
ing to one another. This helped 
me to stop worrying about the 
reception, bridesmaid dresses, 
colors, etc.” 

Gibson also specifically cited 
the social media website Pinter-
est as both helpful and harmful 
when planning a wedding. When 
Pinterest launched in 2010, 
wedding planning was already a 
large industry replete with bridal 
magazines and reality TV shows 
like “Say Yes to the Dress” – but 
the social media giant spurred 
still more growth. 

The site, which ranks third in 
social media popularity (behind 
Facebook and Twitter), enables 
brides and wedding vendors 
alike to refine ideas by pinning 
images from across the Internet 
to a single location or “board.” 
The catch: Those images aren’t 
necessarily tied to the realities 
of time, space and budgetary 
restraints. 

Nor is Pinterest the only so-
cial media culprit behind in-
flated wedding-day expectations. 
Couples now feel pressure to 
ensure their weddings look good 
on Facebook and Instagram.  
No longer are wedding photos 
viewed only by the bride, groom 
and close friends and family: 
With a click of a button, they’ll 
also be shared with entire high 
school graduating classes, 
ex-boyfriends, old colleagues 
and anyone else with access to 
the couple’s Facebook pages. 
It’s even common for couples to 
create hashtags to encourage 
guests to post candid pictures 
from the wedding online, ren-
dering the wedding a live social 
media “event.” While this tool 
makes it possible for out-of-town 
relatives and friends to catch 
up in real time, the very idea 
denotes that a wedding must at 
least appear picture perfect.  

It’s no wonder couples become 
so caught up in the roles of 
bride and groom that they forget 
they’re vowing to fulfill the roles 
of husband and wife. Yet, those 
roles, too, require preparation – 
and are inarguably more import-
ant. 

After four and a half years 
of marriage, John Tyler Allen 
described it this way, “‘Hus-
band’ becomes not just a title 
but a verb. A man’s obligation 
to his wife is to make every ef-
fort to husband her well. … He 
shouldn’t take lightly the prom-
ise he makes that day. Making 
good on that promise, to hus-
band well, is entirely sacrificial, 
and it isn’t automatic.”

Through the secular noise, the 
Church calls couples to a higher 
mode of wedding planning – the 
way of prayer, silent contempla-
tion and, yes, premarital coun-
seling. These disciplines aim to 
provoke thought about the eter-
nal implications of marriage as a 
vocation, a means of sanctifica-
tion. They also predispose cou-
ple’s hearts to actually receive 
the graces of the sacrament. The 
Church prepares a priest for or-
dination for at least seven years; 
it needs more than just a day to 
prepare a couple for marriage.

“Marriage prep has been a 
huge blessing because it has 
reminded us (and re-centered 
us) on the true and holy pur-
pose of marriage rather than 
just focusing on the celebration 
and the worldly planning for it,” 
said Gibson. “It has helped us 
push the worldly and unimport-
ant things aside and focus on 
what is most important: having 

a beautiful and holy marriage 
rather than the ‘perfect wedding 
and reception.’”

Marriage is the permanent 
union between husband and wife 
that emulates the mutual com-
mitment between God and his 
people. Marriage moves beyond 
the two people and becomes 
a symbol of Christ and His 
Church.  

During his trip to Brazil for 
World Youth Day, Pope Francis 
emphasized the importance of 
marriage. 

“Today, there are those who 
say that marriage is out of 
fashion,” the pope said. “They 
say that it is not worth making 
a lifelong commitment, making 
a definitive decision, ‘forever,’ 
because we do not know what 
tomorrow will bring. I ask you, 
instead, to be revolutionaries, I 
ask you to swim against the tide; 
yes, I am asking you to rebel 
against this culture that sees 
everything as temporary and 
that ultimately believes you are 
incapable of responsibility, that 
believes you are incapable of 
true love.”

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a free-
lance writer with a background in 
development, sales, fashion and 
new media. She holds a degree in 
journalism from the University of 
Kansas.

Church prioritizes marriage prep over party planning
By Rebekah Scaperlanda

For the Sooner Catholic

Alex Sanchez as he proposed to Hilary Gibson. Photo provided.

Marriage prep in ArchOKC
Newly engaged couples who wish to marry in a Catholic 

church in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City should contact ei-
ther their parish pastor or the archdiocesan Office of Family Life 
at (405) 721-8944.

In some parishes, marriage preparation programs consist of a 
series of sessions with a seasoned married couple, as well as a 
meeting with the priest. In others, engaged couples are referred 
to the archdiocesan Office of Family Life.

The Office of Family Life offers weekend pre-Cana retreats, as 
well as a variety of other programs to strengthen marriages -- 
including existing marriages.



SHAWNNE — On Friday, June 
20, community members gath-
ered at St. Gregory’s University for 
the Blessing of Icons Ceremony. 
The icons that were blessed were 
created during the Sacred Images: 
Icons on Glass class, which was 
taught at St. Gregory’s by Chris-
topher Cunningham M.F.A. and 
Rodica Focseneanu. 

“The type of icon which is taught 
is Romanian reverse glass iconog-
raphy,” Cozad explained. “This is a 
very highly-specialized technique 
that was taught to Rodica when 
she was young by her aunt during 
the regime of the communist dic-
tator Nicolae Ceau�escu.”

This is the third year for the 
Sacred Images: Icons on Glass 
class to take place at St. Grego-
ry’s. During the course, students 
create one icon which is blessed 
during the fi nal day of class. The ceremony also gave 
students the opportunity to display their work to the 
community. 

“We invite members of the community to view this 

blessing as it helps to communicate the importance 
of carefully considering how images affect our be-
liefs,” said Cozad. “Saints are role models for us and 
these icons tell stories that inspire us to lead good 
lives.”
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SGU hosts Blessing Ceremony for Sacred Icons class

Fr. Nicholas Ast. O.S.B. conducts the Blessing of the Icons Ceremony on June 20 at 
St. Gregory’s University. The icons being blessed were created by students in the 
Sacred Images: Icons on Glass class that was held June 9 through June 20.

Saint Gregory’s Abbey sponsored its annual golf tournament Monday, June 23. Above, Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen (far right) congratulates the winning team.

Dozens join Center of Family Love “Love Run”

At left: Archbishop Paul Coakley 
celebrates with the 2014 Wom-
en of Achievement. This annual 
awards ceremony honors women 
who have diligently served their 
parishes in signifi cant ways. To 
read more about the winners, 
http://archokc.org/news/3027-
women-of-achievement-honored-
at-annual-luncheon.

Archdiocese honors Women of Achievement

At right: Supporters of the Center 
of Family Love in Okarche, Okla., 
ride in the 2014 “Love Run” to 
raise awareness and dollars for 
the center, which serves as a safe 
haven and home for developmen-
tally disabled adults.
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For the Time Being: From the once-upon-a-time offi ce of Father David Monahan

About a month ago, I was hand-
ed a copy of the book “For the 
Time Being: Life through the Lens 
of a Curious Mind.” It’s a collection 
of essays by Father David Mona-
han, the founding editor of the 
Sooner Catholic. Curated by Joan-
ie O’Neill, who worked alongside 
Father Monahan at the paper, the 
essays self-evidently deserve this 
debut in book form. When I fi rst 
glanced over the table of contents, 
I was disarmed just by the titles 
of the columns – each uniquely 
intriguing.

The fi rst essay — “Woman in the 
Ditch Was Barely There” — of the 
fi rst chapter — “Editor’s Favor-
ites” — treated of a young woman 
named “Eva,” whom Father Mona-
han happened upon half-naked in 
a ditch on a nocturnal drive home 
from a hospital visit. His kindness 
in picking her up and helping her 
to a safer place — commingled 
with his natural nervousness at 
fi nding himself “a middle-aged 
man wearing a Roman collar re-
straining a young woman in her 
birthday suit from leaving his au-
tomobile at 2:30 a.m.” — you can 
imagine.

It was an exercise in self-disci-
pline to stop myself from reading 
the second essay, from plunging 
immediately into the book and los-
ing myself in it for the remainder 
of the afternoon. I couldn’t resist, 
though, reading the essay titled, 
“Moving: It Shakes You up, Causes 
Tired Blood.” Having just moved 
from a downtown apartment to a 
new house, it seemed apt.

Just how apt it would be, I 
could never have guessed, for it 
wasn’t about moving in the ordi-

nary sense. I’d assumed, because 
Father Monahan was a priest who 
accepted many different assign-
ments throughout his priestly ca-
reer, that the essay would recount 
the details of a move from one rec-
tory to another. Instead, it chroni-
cled the relocation of the offi ces of 
the Sooner Catholic – from the fi rst 
fl oor of the Center for Christian 
Renewal to their present location, 
the very place I work today.

In the third-to-last paragraph, 
Father Monahan described the 
view from my window:

“So, here I am in my new digs on 
a quiet Sunday afternoon. Outside 
the branches of a lovely pine tree 
are moving lightly in the breeze. 
There are woods all along the far 
side of the driveway. Beyond the 
trees, one sees the upper traces of 
the Northwest Expressway – Tex-
aco and Taco Bueno signs and on 
the horizon the United Founders 
Tower and the Baptist Medical 
Center.”

The trees have grown so tall 
that I can no longer see signs of 
commercial life along Northwest 
Expressway – but I know from my 
daily commute that the Taco Bue-
no and the Baptist Medical Center 
(now Integris) remain in operation.

Just as when Father Monahan 
wrote the column four years before 
I was born, executive jets still “(lift) 
silently off the Wiley Post runway, 
(rise) in a clean line above the 
big cottonwood tree outside, and 
mightily (swoosh) over the west 
end of my government surplus 
desk.”

Father Monahan quipped then, 
as he was surrounded by boxes 
labeled “Side of DFM’s Desk” and 
“Interview Notebooks of DFM and 
Other Debris”: “You know, once I 

get over the shock of the move, I 
may grow fond of this place.”

How fond I’ve grown of it in the 
time I’ve been here! The light is 
bright and the space is storied. 
What more could a writer desire?

Since the day I read that essay, 
I’ve reveled in Father Monahan’s 
book again and again – relishing 
his comical treatments of collared 
gym rats, last-minute Christmas 
shopping and rubber gun wars. 

His irresistible admissions of his 
own foibles, his gentle farewells to 
dear friends (who, as often as not, 
turn out to be a pair of eyeglasses 
or a watch as an actual person) 
and, above all, his unpretentious 
insights into just how the faith can 
and should shape our perspective 
on even the littlest details of life 
are as entertaining as they are 
instructive – which can’t always be 
said for such wholesome fair. 

It’s popular today to lament a 
perceived dearth of Catholic public 

intellectuals – men and women 
who transcend political ideologies 
and publicly give expression to en-
during truths. I’m inclined to agree 
that such persons are few and far 
between. From what I can gather 
through his essays, Father Mo-
nahan was such a man – equally 
as able to profi le Sam Snead as to 
capture the essence of a Catholic 
funeral.

It seems fi tting to pay tribute 
to Father Monahan in this, my 
last issue as director of commu-
nications and editor of the Sooner 
Catholic. I’m 18.5 years shy of the 
20 years Father Monahan dedicat-
ed to the paper, but my husband 
and I are expecting our fi rst baby 
in August, so I go to transition into 
an entirely new role of mother. 

“For the time being,” though, I’m 
deeply grateful to sit at the former 
desk of a brilliant mind whose 
insights, even after his death, illu-
minate the enduring and curious 
essence of human nature. May 
his treasure of a book fi nd a wide 
audience among Sooner Catholic 
readers – and may the next editor 
of this priceless publication con-
tinue it in the loving vein of Father 
Monahan.

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the direc-
tor of communications for the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City and the 
editor of the Sooner Catholic.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

To purchase the book for 
$29.99, go to https://www.tate-
publishing.com/bookstore/book.
php?w=9781625108043. It is also 
available as an eBook for $15.99.

The profi t from this book goes 
to the Father David Monahan 
scholarship for a Catholic high 
school journalism student. 

Catholic Pastoral Center library offers rare titles to the public

The Catholic Pastoral Center library is one of 
the hidden gems of our archdiocese. With more 
than 16,000 items in its holdings, the library 
has much to offer.

There are more than 13,000 books; some 
are non-circulating reference books like the 
three-volume set of The Summa Theologica 
of St. Thomas Aquinas and Walter Farrell’s 
four-volume work, A Companion to the Summa.  
On the shelves is The New Catholic Encyclope-
dia and A Catholic Commentary on Holy Scrip-
ture.   In another room are the stacks where 
visitors can browse among the many wonderful 
titles available for check-out. Books like these 
are generally not found in most public libraries, 
and the Catholic Pastoral Center library pro-
vides Catholics with a chance to explore their 
faith and deepen their understanding.

Librarian Rose Mary Story has been on the job 
here since 2011. She came after she retired as a 
public school librarian, and she holds a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Library Science.  She thinks that 
most people would be surprised at “how vast 
the holdings are and how comprehensive they 
are.”  Here are works on philosophy, spirituality, 
eschatology, history, the lives of the saints and 
church ministry. 

The library is continuously adding to its col-
lection.  Story is responsible for purchases, and 
she consults book reviews in several periodicals, 
especially those in Catholic Library World.  Peo-
ple can ask for specifi c books, and sometimes 

these can be purchased, Story says.  Donations, 
too, add to the collection.

Some of the library’s reference books date 
back to the 1800s, and all are highly useful for 
Pastoral Ministry students – and students, in 
general – who fi nd the library to be a valuable 
addition to online courses they might be pursu-
ing. 

“You still need the library,” Story points out.
The library also carries a number of period-

icals such as America, Inside the Vatican and 
The Bible Today, as well as the more scholarly 
National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly.  Finally, 
there is a room that houses the nearly 3,000 
items in the audio-visual collection.  Here are 
CDs, DVDs and many VHS titles, everything 
from the entertaining “The Trouble with Angels” 
to the endearing “Miracle of Marcellino.” 

The library has study carrels for those who 
need to use non-circulating items.  Located on 
the second fl oor, the library is accessible by 
elevator.

Those who live 30 miles away or more may 
have selections mailed to them free of charge.  
Patrons are responsible for return postage.  The 
library’s catalogue is available under “Library” 
at www.archokc.org.  Requests can be emailed 
to Story at rstory@archokc.org.   Borrowers can 
also call the Pastoral Center and ask for the 
library; the phone is (405) 721-5651 or 1 (800) 
721-5651.

The library is open three days a week.  Hours 
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays and  10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Wednes-

days.  The Pastoral Center library is located at 
7501 NW Expressway in Oklahoma City, just 
west of Rockwell on the north side of the high-
way.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic and an adjunct professor of English at 
several area colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Rose Mary Story in the library at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. Photo by J.E. Helm.
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Evangelizing the culture
continued from page 1

For Christians to help spread 
the Gospel, it might be valuable 
to engage secular culture, es-
pecially in the mediums of lit-
erature, TV and film. When the 
passenger next to you on the 
airplane wants to discuss the 
latest best seller or your co-
worker strikes up a conversation 
about a movie he saw last week-
end, that is a pathway to evange-
lization.

Many Catholics saw this in the 
Emmy award-winning “Breaking 
Bad,” which shows high school 
chemistry teacher Walter White’s 
descent into darkness through 
ever-escalating episodes of drug 
manufacturing, cruel manipu-
lation of his family and friends, 
kidnapping and murder. Where’s 
the light of evangelization in 
that? Opposite White is a char-
acter – who, in an oddly Christ-
like way, wants to be a carpenter 
– gradually ascending to a better 
way of life.

Evangelization can also inter-
twine with apologetics, especially 
in the case of current popular 
novels. With Dan Brown of “The 
Da Vinci Code” and “Inferno” 
fame still at the top of the best-
sellers list, this isn’t going to 
change.

Admittedly, there must be a 
line between what is good fod-
der for evangelization and what 
is morally dangerous for read-
ing or viewing. This line used to 
be more explicit in the Church, 
especially when what is known 
as the Index of Prohibited Books 
was in place. These lists for-
bade the faithful to read cer-
tain books, mostly Protestant 
or atheist texts and works with 
heretical errors. Books were 
prohibited not to keep certain 
knowledge from the people, but 
to keep their faith safe from her-
esies and philosophies conflict-
ing with Church teaching. Since 
Vatican II, the list itself is no 
longer in place, but the guide-
lines still are, meaning that the 
faithful should not read works 
“dangerous to faith and morals.” 
In fact, the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith currently 
issues statements on new books, 
pointing out their errors and 
cautioning the faithful against 
reading them.

On a local level, it’s not un-

heard of for a pastor to give a 
homily in which he tells the 
congregation not to see a mov-
ie, particularly one involving 
demonic possession. It is up to 
each individual to obey the au-
thority of a priest and listen to 
the dictates of conscience.

Archbishop Paul Coakley sees 
the value in engaging with differ-
ent areas of the culture; on one 
occasion he gave a homily about 
the Christian undertones in 
“Man of Steel,” the latest reboot 
of the Superman story.

“Our mission is to evangelize 
and bear witness,” said the arch-
bishop.

“We do not live in a hermeti-
cally sealed vacuum.  It is vitally 
important that we understand 
the culture and reflect critically 
on cultural influences that are 
shaping the attitudes and values 
of our contemporaries.”

The archbishop upheld the ca-
veat given by the Church regard-
ing certain books and films.

“I think there is a moral and 
spiritual danger for those who 

are not well-grounded in their 
faith or sufficiently critical to 
view certain films or read certain 
literature that carry themes hos-
tile to the Gospel.  Why would we 
do so?  We ought not place our-
selves in ‘the occasion of sin.’”

The situation becomes even 
more serious for parents, when 
there is more than one immortal 
soul at stake. Movies and books 
marketed toward children are 
becoming ever more “adult” in 
content, or at least in insinua-
tion.

Once children can read, the 
problems never end. Parents 
endlessly debate whether heroes 
like the witches and wizards in 
Harry Potter or the Greco-Roman 
gods of Percy Jackson can teach 
good values, or whether the over-
all themes of their worlds are too 
dangerous. In schools, parents 
and teachers host a perennial 
debate over the age-appropriate-
ness of novels and plays.

What a Catholic must do is 
discern with acuity. Be aware of 
the surrounding culture. Read 

a secular book and discuss it 
with a book club. Suggest a book 
by a Catholic author with pop-
ular appeal, like Stephen King 
or Flannery O’Connor. Before 
watching a movie, read a review 
from Catholic News Service or 
Steven D. Greydanus, who writes 
for the National Catholic Register 
and DecentFilms.com. If a film is 
tagged “Morally Offensive,” con-
sider not watching it.

If that’s still not enough, “Go 
make disciples” by creating and 
changing the culture. The world 
could stand to recover some 
Catholic influence in its art, its 
science and its entertainment.

Brianna Osborne is a staff 
writer at the Sooner Catholic and 
the editor of the Sooner Catholic 
enewsletter, available at https://
uno.flocknote.com/list/126932. 

Read the full Q-and-A with 
Archbishop Coakley about 
engaging the culture at 
http://archokc.org/news. 

continued from page 1
Following the Gospel, the 

Church of central and western 
Oklahoma will attend to the 
spiritual and material needs of 
those children brought by the 
U.S. Government into our arch-
diocese. As Archbishop Coakley 
recently stated:   “While nations 
have a sovereign right and solemn 
obligation to secure their borders, 
the Church herself transcends 
borders and stands ready at all 
times and in all places to extend 
the compassion and care of Jesus 

Christ to all those in need.” 
While assisting and praying 

for these children, Catholics can 
also insist that our elected lead-
ers address our broken immi-
gration system. There are two 
viable strategies: comprehensive 
immigration reform, securing the 
border and providing some form 
of relief to the many unauthorized 
immigrants who have established 
ties to the United States, or bor-
der security fi rst possibly followed 
by some form of amnesty once 
the border is secured. Along with 

the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, I favor compre-
hensive reform. But, unlike abor-
tion, this is a matter of prudential 
judgment where Catholics can 
and do reasonably disagree. 

Traditional notions of interna-
tional law follow Church teach-
ing, which provides every person 
a qualifi ed right to leave their 
country of origin if circumstances 
there make it impossible to fl our-
ish. Nations also have a qualifi ed 
right to restrict immigration if 
such immigration would threaten 

the security of the nation. These 
two rights are held in uneasy 
tension. It is clear, however, that 
wealthier nations have a greater 
duty to absorb economic and oth-
er refugees.

Whatever solution we advocate, 
we must, as Father Hesburgh 
said, get the border under con-
trol. Illegal migration – especially 
of children – is good for no one.  

Michael Scaperlanda is Edwards 
Family Chair in Law and Professor 
of Law at the University of Oklaho-
ma College of Law.

Unaccompanied immigrant minors

Graphic by Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

El sábado 28 de junio, la Arquidiócesis fue 
bendecida con la ordenación de cinco nuevos 
sacerdotes para servir al pueblo de esta Iglesia 
local. ¡Han pasado 23 años desde que hay-
amos tenido una clase tan grande de orde-
nación! Además de estos nuevos sacerdotes 
recientemente he ordenado un sacerdote en la 
Abadía de San Gregorio y tres diáconos tran-
sitorios que, si Dios quiere, serán ordenados 
sacerdotes para la Arquidiócesis el próximo 
año. El Señor está, en efecto contestando 
nuestras oraciones y el cumplimiento de su 
promesa, proporcionando pastores según la 
mente y el corazón de Cristo. ¡Este es sin duda 
un motivo de alegría y de acción de gracias 
para la Iglesia en Oklahoma!

Durante muchos años hemos estado con-
fi ando en el generoso espíritu misionero de 
un gran número de sacerdotes internaciona-
les de varias naciones para proveer cuida-
do pastoral en torno a la Arquidiócesis. Nos 
estamos preparando para dar la bienvenida a 
tres nuevos sacerdotes internacionales, dos de 
India y uno de Myanmar. Estos hombres han 
proporcionado una experiencia enriquecedora 
de la catolicidad, es decir, la universalidad de 
la Iglesia. Ellos han compartido no sólo su fe 
y sus generosos corazones sacerdotales con 
nosotros, sino también nos han enriquecido al 
compartir sus culturas con nosotros aquí en 
Oklahoma. Estoy muy agradecido por su mi-

nisterio y presencia.
Vamos a seguir en deuda con estos hom-

bres y dependiendo de sacerdotes misioneros 
hasta que seamos capaces de proporcionar un 
número sufi ciente de sacerdotes de nuestras 
propias familias y parroquias para cubrir las 
necesidades pastorales de la Iglesia local. Mi 
oración y mi meta es ver el momento en que 
ya no estemos recibiendo misioneros, sino 
enviando misioneros para servir a la Iglesia 
en general. Ese es el signo de una Iglesia local 
madura. La Iglesia es misionera por su propia 
naturaleza.

Para que esto ocurra, todos necesitamos 
reconocer y aceptar nuestra propia respon-
sabilidad en el fomento de una cultura de 
las vocaciones dentro de nuestros hogares y 
parroquias. Comienza con el fomento de los 
matrimonios y familias fuertes y llenos de fe. 
¡Según vaya la familia, así irá la  Iglesia! Así 
va la sociedad. Dios sigue llamando a hombres 
y mujeres a una vida de servicio especial en 
su Iglesia como sacerdotes y como mujeres y 
hombres consagrados. Tenemos que desa-
rrollar en nuestros hogares el clima favorable 
que animará la apertura y generosidad a estas 
vocaciones.

Damos tanto por hecho. Normalmente toma-
mos nuestra fe por hecho. Se nos llama a la 
conversión, a cada uno de nosotros. La con-
versión es un proceso de toda la vida que fl uye 

de un encuentro 
con la persona de 
Jesucristo. ¡La 
alegría de ese en-
cuentro lo cambia 
todo! Transforma 
nuestros horizon-
tes y cambia radi-
calmente nuestros 
valores. ¡Reconoc-
emos que lo que 
hemos recibido 
como un don, debemos dar como un don! No 
es sufi ciente convertirnos en discípulos, aun-
que esto es necesario; estamos llamados a ser 
discípulos misioneros!

En las próximas semanas nuestros nuevos 
sacerdotes comenzarán sus deberes pas-
torales al irse reportando a las parroquias 
a las que están siendo enviados. Al mismo 
tiempo, muchos de nuestros sacerdotes es-
tán siendo enviados para comenzar nuevas 
tareas pastorales en parroquias alrededor de 
la Arquidiócesis. Estos cambios pastorales 
presentan nuevas oportunidades tanto para 
nuestros sacerdotes como para la feligresía. Sé 
que van a darle la bienvenida a estos hombres 
de la misma manera como acogen a Cristo. 
Ellos son sus ministros y representantes entre 
ustedes. Por favor oren por ellos y por más 
vocaciones.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

¡Gracias a Dios por los sacerdotes!

Oración para las 
vocaciones

Amadísimo y generoso Dios,
Eres Tú quien nos llama

por nuestro nombre y
nos pides que te sigamos.

Ayúdanos a crecer en el amor
y en el servicio a nuestra Iglesia.

Danos el entusiasmo
y la energía de tu Espíritu
para preparar su futuro.

Danos líderes llenos de fe
que abracen la misión de Cristo

en amor y en justicia.

Bendice la Iglesia de Oklahoma
con líderes de nuestras familias

que dediquen sus vidas
al servicio de su pueblo

como sacerdotes, religiosos,
diáconos y ministros laicos.

Inspíranos a conocerte mejor y
abre nuestros corazones

para oír tu llamada.
Amén.

Un Latino Conociendo Más a Cristo
Refl exiones antes del viaje

Hace ya casi diez años toda la Familia Moreno 
Rivera de Fort Worth, Texas, subieron a su carri-
to pequeño y se pusieron en camino hacia la gran 
ciudad de Nueva York. Fueron para mí las vaca-
ciones de verano más memorables de mi vida.  

El propósito del viaje fue muy sencillo, que mis 
hijas conocieran mis raíces donde yo nací, y que 
pudiéramos conocer también familia, mía y de 
mi esposa, que nunca habíamos conocido. Ya les 
habíamos hablado y compartido algo pero quer-
íamos que tuvieran la experiencia también. 

Mi sueño era que mis hijas, al conocer estas 
raíces y estos familiares en la ciudad de los Rasca 
Cielos, la Gran Manzana, llegarían a conocer y 
entender un poco más a sus padres. Creo que el 
sobrevivir ese viaje nos unió mas como familia 
y sé que mis hijas conocen un poco más a papi 
gracias a esa peregrinación a la ciudad de Nueva 
York. 

Estas peregrinaciones a nuestros pueblos 
de origen, para fortalecer los lazos familiares y 
conocer mejor la familia, no son nada nuevo. Mis 
padres lo hicieron conmigo, yo le he hecho con 
mis hijas y las futuras generaciones lo harán 
también. Es casi un ritual de verano. Estas ex-
periencias de peregrino nos ayudan a entender 
mejor a donde hemos llegado y quienes somos 
como personas. 

Esto mismo sucede cuando hacemos una pere-
grinación a la Tierra Santa o a Roma.  

La peregrinación a Tierra Santa nos ayuda a 
entender, conocer y acercarnos más íntimamente 
a Jesucristo por medio del conocer y vivir un poco 
en el lugar donde nació, vivió, murió y resucitó. 

La peregrinación a Roma, y las visitas a las Ca-
tacumbas, nos ayudan a conocer los orígenes del 
Cuerpo Místico de Cristo, la Iglesia fundada por el 
Señor, y visitar las tumbas de los miles de már-
tires que derramaron su sangre antes de renun-
ciar a Cristo y su fe en Él nos llena de emoción.

En una semana, Dios mediante y gracias a la 
generosidad de un buen amigo, saldré de peregri-
nación a la tierra donde anduvo Jesucristo. Soy 
un Latino que quiere conocer más a Cristo y se 
me ha dado esta oportunidad, y doy gracias por 
esta bendición. Conozco a Cristo por su Palabra, 
por mi vida de oración, la vida sacramental y mis 
estudios teológicos pero ahora quiero algo más.  

Oren por mí y yo les aseguro que en mi peregri-
nación estaré orando por ustedes y compartiré en 
mis columnas detalles de mi peregrinación. 

¡Qué alegría cuando me dijeron:
«Vamos a la Casa del Señor»!

Ya están pisando nuestros pies,
tus umbrales Jerusalén.

(Salmo 122/121 -  Sobre la Alegría de la Peregri-
nación.)

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

¡Reserva la fecha! 
   La celebración del centenario 
de la llegada de los carmelitos 
en Oklahoma City. El 13 de ju-
lio de 3:15 a 5:15 de la tarde,  la 
iglesia de Florecita (Little Flower) 
en Oklahoma City. El arzobispo 
Coakley celebrará la misa.
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El Congreso de México suspende restricciones sobre referencias políticas 

CIUDAD DE MÉXICO — El 
Congreso mexicano suspendió 
restricciones por las que antes no 
se podía hacer referencias políti-
cas en sermones o pláticas hechas 
desde los púlpitos de las Iglesias, 
determinación de la cual opinan 
algunos sacerdotes viene a au-
mentar la libertad religiosa en un 
país que arrastra una historia de 
marcado anticlericalismo ejercido 
por el gobierno. 

Mediante estos cambios, que 
fueron aprobados el 19 de ju-
nio tanto en el Senado como en 
la Cámara Baja, se modifi ca el 
artículo 16 de la Constitución 
del capítulo de delitos electorales 
del país. En el artículo 16 se les 
prohibía a los sacerdotes que le 
dieran información al pueblo en 
cómo votar, además de prohibírse-
les que presionaran al pueblo a 
votar a favor de ciertos partidos o 
candidatos políticos o, incluso, de 
inducir al pueblo a abstenerse de 
votar. 

Mediante las nuevas reglas se 
elimina la palabra “orientar”, 
entendida como “guiar” o “dirigir” 
al pueblo en la forma de votar, 
pero permanece la prohibición de 
inducir el voto intacto. Las viola-
ciones de esta ley son castigadas 
con multas de hasta 500 veces el 
salario diario mínimo de aproxima-
damente $5. 

Los sacerdotes católicos recibie-
ron con beneplácito los cambios, 
pero dicen que la nueva ley es “in-
completa”. 

“Ha habido confusión entre los 
términos de orientar al pueb-
lo sobre asuntos electorales y 
de inducir el voto”, dijo el padre 
Hugo Valdemar Romero, vocero 
de la arquidiócesis de la Ciudad 
de México, quien ha sido denun-
ciado cinco veces ante el Ministe-
rio del Interior por declaraciones 
públicas sobre asuntos sociales 
que algunos partidos políticos de 
izquierda consideran abiertamente 
políticos. “Mediante la nueva ley 
se trata de aclarar esta confusión 
provocada por las palabras”. 

Después de la Revolución Cris-
tera de la década del 1920, en 
México se impusieron leyes anti-
clericales; entre ellas, restricciones 
sobre el derecho de propiedad o 
bienes raíces de la iglesia y se les 
prohibía a clérigos y monjas usar 
hábito en público. Muchas de tales 
reglas se han aliviado un tanto 
después de que en 1992 se esta-
blecieron relaciones entre México 

y el Vaticano; pero no todas así 
se consideraron. Los sacerdotes 
se han mantenido al margen de 
actividades políticas, aunque al-
gunos políticos de ofi cio los bus-
can cuando se acerca el tiempo de 
elecciones. 

“Todos los candidatos a guber-
naturas o alcaldías procuran que 
les tomen una fotografía con algu-
no de nosotros”, dijo el arzobispo 
de Morelia, Alberto Suárez Inda, 
en una plática sostenida el 17 de 
junio en la Universidad Iberoame-
ricana, que es de los jesuitas. 

El padre Valdemar dijo que per-
manece incompleta una enmienda 
constitucional del 2012 por la que 
se permitía aumentar la libertad 
religiosa pues los reglamentos por 
los que se pondría en práctica 
todavía no se aprueban. 

“Claramente, esto es positivo”, 
dijo el padre Valdemar, refi rién-
dose a los cambios sobre leyes 
electorales; pero añadió: “Todavía 
hay algo incompleto pues las leyes 
de asociación religiosa todavía no 
se reforman”. 

Por David Agren
Catholic News Service 

 Padre Hugo Valdemar Romero, vocero 
de la arquidiócesis de la Ciudad de 
México.

Libertad religiosa se incluye el poder vivir conforme los valores de la propia fe
CIUDAD DEL VATICANO — En 

la verdadera libertad religiosa se 
incluye la libertad de vivir con-
forme los valores que nos enseña 
la propia fe, dijo el papa Francisco. 

“La libertad religiosa no es sola-
mente un asunto de pensamiento 
o devoción privada”, dijo el papa 
el 20 de junio. “Es la libertad de 
vivir, tanto privada como pública-
mente, de acuerdo con los princi-
pios éticos que son una conse-
cuencia de la verdad encontrada”. 

El papa dirigió la palabra ante 
una reunión de organizadores, 
oradores y otros participantes en 
una conferencia en Roma, titulada 
Libertad Religiosa Internacional y 
Desacuerdo Mundial de Valores, 
que fue organizada por los centros 
de Derecho y Religión, por el de-
partamento de Derecho Internacio-
nal y Comparado de la Universidad 
de San Juan en Nueva York, más 
el departamento de Derecho de la 
Universidad LUMSA de Roma. 

El papa Francisco dijo que el 
asegurar el derecho de la gente de 
vivir conforme a sus valores reli-
giosos se difi culta más y más en 
el mundo moderno “en donde un 
pensamiento débil, que es una en-
fermedad, rebaja los niveles éticos 
en general y, en nombre de una 
tolerancia falsamente entendida, 
se termina persiguiendo a aquellos 
que defi enden la verdad sobre la 
persona humana y sus consecuen-
cias éticas”. 

Una parte natural del ser huma-
no, dijo, es buscar la verdad acer-
ca sobre el origen y último destino 
de nuestra vida, nuestra conexión 
con el cosmos y nuestro lugar en 
la historia. 

“En la mente humana y en el 
corazón se presentan preguntas y 
pensamientos que no se pueden 
reprimir ni sofocar” pues suceden 
naturalmente, dijo. 

La libertad religiosa es “un dere-
cho fundamental de la persona 

humana” y el reconocimiento de la 
dignidad de la capacidad humana 
“para buscar la verdad y adherirse 
a ella”, dijo el papa. 

El derecho nacional e internacio-
nal y las organizaciones mundiales 
deben “reconocer, garantizar y 
proteger la libertad religiosa”, dijo 
el papa. La libertad religiosa es 
“un indicador de una democracia 
saludable y una de las fuentes 
principales de la legitimidad de 
una nación”. 

Como lo ha dicho con frecuen-
cia, el papa Francisco les dijo a los 
participantes de la conferencia que 
es “incomprensible y preocupante” 
que a pesar de que aumenten las 
apelaciones sobre derechos hu-
manos, “persiste la discriminación 
y las restricciones de derechos en 

base solamente a la pertenencia y 
a la profesión de alguna fe”. 

“Es inaceptable que las perse-
cuciones reales, e incluso guerras, 
continúen en el mundo debido a la 
afi liación religiosa”, dijo. 

El papa Francisco dijo que “si-
ente un gran pesar al darse cuenta 
de que los cristianos en todo el 

mundo son los que sufren la may-
or parte de esta discriminación. 
La persecución de cristianos hoy 
en día es mayor de lo que fue en 
los primeros siglos de existencia 
de la iglesia y existen más cristia-
nos mártires hoy en día de los que 
había en esa época”. 

Catholic News Service 

Papa Francisco eleva la Eucaristía cuando celebra la misa en la fi esta de Corpus Christi fuera de la basílica de San Juan de 
Letrán en Roma el 19 de junio. (Foto de CNS/Paul Haring)

¿Qué es la libertad religiosa?
La libertad religiosa es la primera libertad que nos concede Dios 

y se halla protegida por la Primera Enmienda de nuestra Cons-
titución. Incluye no solo el poder asistir a misa los domingos y 
rezar el rosario en nuestros hogares sin restricción alguna, sino 
también el poder contribuir libremente al bien común de todos los 
estadounidenses.

-USCCB Fact Sheet www.usccb.org
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Job Box
Director of Religious Education 
St. Peter Catholic Church, 
Woodward, Oklahoma, is accept-
ing applications for the full-time 
position of Director of Religious 
Education.  Interested candidates 
should contact Judith White, Of-
fi ce Administrator, for a complete 
job description and application 
(stpsongbird@sbcglobal.net  / 
(580) 256-5305).  Resumes and 
Applications must be submitted 
to St. Peter Church no later than 
Friday, July 27 at 5 p.m.

Director of Religious Education 
Epiphany of the Lord Parish, 
Oklahoma City, is accepting appli-
cations for the full-time position 
of Director of Religious Education.  
The parish is searching for a can-
didate deeply rooted in the Catho-
lic faith with experience and vision 
to serve its 1600 families. 
Applicants should have a degree 
in theology, religious education, 
or related area and a minimum 
of 5 years experience working in 
catechetical ministry (Master’s 
degree preferred).  Interested 
candidates should contact Patricia 
Koenig in the Archdiocesan Offi ce 
of Religious Education to initiate 
the application process ( PKoenig@
ArchOKC.org  / (405) 721-5651 
ext 126).

Lay Pastoral Minister 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic 
Church, a growing rural parish in 
beautiful Pauls Valley, is accept-
ing applications for a Lay Pastoral 
Minister to assist with adult and 
young adult faith formation and 
religious education. The candidate 
must be bilingual in Spanish/
English and deeply rooted in the 
Catholic tradition. The position is 
part-time, but can be combined 
with similar duties at a sister par-
ish to become full-time. Interested 
candidates should contact Fr. Jim 
Chamberlain, Email: frjim@sud-

denlinkmail.com.

Director of Liturgical Music 
Holy Name Parish is seeking 
a committed disciple of Jesus 
Christ, living in full communion 
with the Church, to serve as the 
Director of Liturgical Music. Inter-
ested applicants should consult 
the parish website (www.holyna-
mechickasha.org) or contact the 
parish offi ce at (405) 224-6068 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Submit resume, 
application, and references by 
June 30, 2014. Qualifi ed appli-
cants will be contacted for fol-
low-up interviews.

Long-Term Substitiute Teacher 
Holy Trinity Catholic School, 
Okarche is accepting applications 
for a long-term substitute teacher 
for 5th grade beginning August 
11, 2014 for 6-8 weeks. Applicants 
must hold Oklahoma teacher 
certifi cation and should be willing 
to assume all teaching duties in-
cluding, but not limited to, lesson 
planning and grading. Interested 
applicants should send a resume, 
cover letter, and a copy of teacher 
certifi cation to Tammy Jacobs at  
tjacobs@holytrinityok.org  or fax 
to (405) 263-9753.

3rd Grade Teacher 
Saint John Nepomuk Catholic 
School in Yukon is accepting 
applications for the 2014-2015 
school year.  Positions are avail-
able for a full-time 3rd grade 
teacher.  Applicants for this 
position must be certifi ed in the 
state of Oklahoma.  Interested 
applicants should send a cover 
letter, copy of teacher certifi cation 
and resume to Jay Luetkemeyer at  
jluetkemeyer@sjnok.org  or fax to 
(405) 354-8192.

Elementary School Positions
St. Mary’s Catholic School in 

Lawton is accepting applications 
for a full-time elementary grade 
teacher (K or 3rd grade). Inter-
ested applicants must hold Okla-
homa certifi cation in Elementary 
Education and should send a 
resume, cover letter, and a copy 
of teacher certifi cation to Dea-
con Quinnett at robert.quinnett@
smcs-ok.org , fax to (580) 355-
4336, or mail to St. Mary’s Catho-
lic School, 611 SW A Ave., Lawton, 
OK  73501. Download teacher 
application packet at http://
archokc.org/multimedia/fi les/
doc_download/294-teacher-ap-
plication-packet or pick one up in 
the school offi ce between 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m.

Part time music teacher 
Saint John Nepomuk Catholic 
School in Yukon is accepting 
applications for the 2014-2015 
school year for a part time mu-
sic teacher.  Applicants for this 
position must be certifi ed in the 
state of Oklahoma.  Interested 
applicants should send a cover 
letter, copy of teacher certifi cation 
and resume to Jay Luetkemeyer at  
jluetkemeyer@sjnok.org  or fax to 
(405) 354-8192.

Library and Computer Teacher 
St. James the Greater Catholic 
School is seeking applications for 
a full time Librarian/Computer  
teacher for the 2014-2015 school 
year. Applicants must hold Okla-
homa certifi cation in Elementary 
Education.  Please send arch-
diocesan applications  to Anne 
Codding, 1224 S.W. 41, Oklaho-
ma City, OK  73109 or email: to  
stjames1@cox.net.

Early Childhood Teachers
St. James the Greater Catholic 
School is seeking applications for 
a full time Kindergarten teacher 
and full time Pre-Kindergarten 
teacher for the 2014-2015 school 

year. Applicants must hold Okla-
homa certifi cation in Early Child-
hood Education. Please send arch-
diocesan applications  to Anne 
Codding, 1224 S.W. 41, Oklahoma 
City, OK  73109 or email: st-
james1@cox.net.

Elementary School Principal 
The Catholic School of St. 
Eugene in Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa is seeking an Elementary 
School Principal. Candidates for 
the PreK3-8th grade school of over 
350 students must be practicing 
Catholics, hold a master’s degree 
in educational administration or 
related fi eld, and have at least fi ve 
years of educational experience. 
Exceptional communication skills 
and enthusiasm for maintaining 
an excellent academic and reli-
gious oriented school is necessary 
for candidates seeking this faith 
and academic leader position.  
Contact the Offi ce of the Super-
intendent, P.O. Box 32180, Okla-
homa City, OK or call (405) 721-
4202 to request an application.

Pre-Kindergarten teacher 
All Saints Catholic School 
seeks applications for a full-time 
Pre-Kindergarten teacher for the 
2014-2015 school year. Applicants 
must hold Oklahoma certifi cation 
in Early Childhood Education. 
Send resumes to Dana Wade, All 
Saints Catholic School, 4001 36th 
Avenue, NW, Norman, Oklahoma 
73072.

Elementary School openings 
St. Mary Catholic School (Guth-
rie) is accepting applications for 
the 14-15 school year for a 5th 
grade teacher and part time Span-
ish teacher.  Interested applicants 
should send a cover letter, copy of 
teacher certifi cation and resume 
to Jacque Cook at principal@st-
marysguthrie.com  or fax to (405) 
282-2924.

……to Make Straight the Way? Every Tues-
day at 3:30 p.m. (with a rebroadcast on 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.), you have an oppor-
tunity to hear about fellow Oklahomans who 
are making a difference.  Deacon Larry Sousa 
has interviewed people he has known person-
ally, as well as some who have been recom-
mended by listeners or friends.  The past two 
weeks have been focused on Sister Barbara 
Joseph (also known as Sister BJ).  Her story 
is further proof of how God’s love can make all 
things possible.

Upcoming interviews are as follows:  July 1 
and July 2: Noreen Valadez, VP, Saint Vincent 
de Paul Society; July 8 and July 9: Caryl Prati, 
parish nurse ministry; July 15 and July 16: 
Deanna Hames, Kairos prison ministry and 
author of “Cell 170”; July 22 and July 23, and 
July 29 and July 30: a “summer rerun” of the 
two-part interview with Jeff Finnell, president 
of Oklahoma Catholic Broadcasting.  Listen 
and you will be amazed!  If you know someone 
who is making a difference in your area and 
would like to recommend them as a possible 
interviewee, please send their contact infor-

mation to OCB, P.O. Box 1612, Norman, OK 
73070 or email me at mstapp4@gmail.com.

 We have had a wonderful response from the 
parishioners in the Broken Arrow and Miami 
communities. Our hope is to have a station 
up and running in Broken Arrow by the end 
of this year.  Miami is a small community 
and they are an example of how your ongoing 
support to OCB could make a station happen 
there. Even if you have fulfi lled your initial 
pledge, won’t you renew your pledge and help 
us to further expand the listening area into 
smaller rural communities in Oklahoma?

We have heard from some of our listeners 
regarding reception in some areas of Metro 
Oklahoma City.  In an effort to improve or cor-
rect this problem, we are working with Saint 
Monica’s in Edmond to establish an LPFM 
Station there.  

We recently heard from a returning Catholic 
in Norman, Stephen Seiter, who writes, “You 
really help me to maintain focus through my 

busy day. I especially enjoy Mother Angeli-
ca and Father Ricardo.  I was away from the 
Church for 35 years.  I have a lot to relearn.  
Your programming is very educational and in-
formative.  I tell other people about the station 
at every opportunity.” 

If you are a Business Owner, consider mak-
ing a modest monthly donation and be includ-
ed in our Sponsor Recognition spots.  If you 
would like more information, call me at (405) 
255-7348 or email me at mstapp4@gmail.com. 

Don’t forget to change our address when you 
do online banking!  The Post Offi ce is currently 
forwarding our mail from Guthrie but there is 
a limit to how long they will do so.  Our new 
address is: OCB, P.O. Box 1612, Norman, OK 
73070.  You may also donate online at our 
website - www.okcatholicbroadcasting.com. 
Simply click the Donate link.  

Listen to Catholic Radio and learn more 
about being a disciple for Christ.  Tell your 
friends to listen, too.

Are you listening?
By Marlene Stapp
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JUNE

29 Solemnity of Saints Peter and 
Paul

JULY

3 Devotion to The Precious Blood 
Of Jesus. An unfailing means of 
tapping the inexhaustible mercy of 
God from the source of our salva-
tion. No one who is devoted to the 
Wounds and Blood of Jesus can be 
lost. Thursdays 9 p.m. -12:30 a.m. 
St. James Church 4201 S. McKin-
ley, OKC. Loan at (405) 420-2527 
(Bilingual).

4 The next First Friday Sacred 
Heart Mass (normally at the CPC)  
will take place at Immaculate Con-
ception Church,  3901 S.W. 29th 
Street, Oklahoma City.  Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament is at 5:30 
p.m. with the Sacrament of Reconcil-
iation available prior to Mass.  Mass 
is at 7 p.m.  For more information 
call the Offi ce of Family Life at (405) 
721-8944.

4  Mass in the Extraordinary Form 
will be said at 7 p.m. on Friday night 
and 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, at St. 
Wenceslaus Church, Prague, 304 
Jim Thorpe Boulevard.

5 The Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
the Secular (Lay) Order of Blessed 
Teresa of Calcutta, at St. John the 
Baptist Parish, Edmond, on the 1st 

and 3rd Saturday of each month 
beginning with Mass at 7:30 a.m. in 
the Chapel.  For more information 
contact Toni Harrelson, lmc at (405) 
341-2199 or lmcoklahoma @ sbc-
global.net.

6 The Secular Franciscan Order of 
St. Claire Fraternity meets at 1:15 
p.m. the fi rst Sunday of the month 
at St. Thomas More Church in Nor-
man in the Library. All are welcome. 
If you would like to learn how Fran-
cis lived plan to attend one of our 
meetings. For more information call 
Alice at (405) 473-7680.

7 St. Francis Face to Face will be at 
Epiphany of the Lord Church, OKC 
at 7 p.m. presented by David Hoover, 
Inscape Ministries, sponsored by 
Oscar Romero Catholic Worker 
Community. The program is free. An 
offering will be accepted to benefi t 
the Oscar Romero Catholic Worker 
ministries. More info: Contract Bob 
Waldrop, (405) 200-8155 or robert@
justpeace.org.

8 Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/confl ict) will meet the second 
Tuesday of each month in the com-
munity room of St. Ann Retirement 
Center at 7 p.m. For more informa-
tion contact Fr. M. Price Oswalt at 
(405) 567-3404.

9 Catholic War Veterans USA The 
Oklahoma Memorial Post 168 will 
hold their monthly meeting at 7 p.m. 

in the Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center located at 3900 SE 29th St. 
in Del City, every second Wednes-
day. For more information contact 
Ken at (405) 739-0036 or by e-mail 
at OklaPost168@cox .net.

10 Wine, Organ, and Compline at 
7 p.m. at St. Thomas More Parish, 
Norman. This series will begin with 
a wine and cheese gathering in the 
Atrium at 7 p.m. After the gathering, 
we will move to the church for an 
organ recital. July 10 Christopher 
Ganza, Director of Music at Saint 
Charles Borromeo Church will per-
form.

11  Bingo at St. Joseph’s parish, 
Norman in the gym. Light supper is 
served at 6:30 p.m. Games begin at 
7 p.m. with a fi rst session, followed 
by a second session.

11-12 From Pentecost to Pen-
tecost: Celebrating the Rites of 
Christian Initiation.” A workshop 
for RCIA leaders will be held at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklaho-
ma City.  Cost: $15 for Friday only, 
$25 for Saturday only (includes 
meals). Housing available in the 
Catholic Pastoral Center $35 for 
both days, $22.50 per person with 2 
persons in room. $35 for one per-
son in room. Advance registration 
required. Register by July 3. For 
more information: Offi ce of Worship 
& Spiritual Life, (405) 721-5651 ext. 
158.

11-13 Beginning Experience Week-
end.  This weekend program helps 
deal with the natural grief process 
and offers an opportunity, through 
God, for turning the pain of loss into 
an experience of positive growth.  
The next weekend will take place at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center. Contact 
the Offi ce of Family Life at (405) 721-
8944 for registration information or 
to download the registration form, go 
to archokc.org/Fam ily Life.

12 The Oblates of St. Benedict of 
Mt. St. Scholastica will meet from 1 
p.m. until 3 p.m. in Room 125 at the 
Pastoral Center, 7501 NW Express-
way in Oklahoma City. For more 
information, contact Jenny Fenner, 
(405) 721-0832 or e-mail jenfen@
cox.net.

13 Charismatic Healing Mass,  
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 29th 
Street, Oklahoma City. For more 
information call the Church offi ce at 
(405) 685-4806.

Calendar
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For many young Catholics in the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, summer brings with it one 
glorious week at Our Lady of Guadalupe Camp.  

The camp, or OLOG, as campers and staff 
members call it, is located on 320 wooded acres 
east of Oklahoma City, a world away from TV, 
cell phones and video games, all of which must 
be left behind by campers as they learn to ex-
plore the outdoors while growing in their Catho-
lic faith.

Parents drop off the campers Sunday evening.  
Medical consent forms and media release forms 
are submitted in advance when registration is 
completed and the fee of $270 is paid.  A schol-
arship program is available, so summer camp 
is within the reach of practically every boy and 
girl.   

Nancy Housh, director of the archdiocesan 
Youth and Young Adult Offi ce, says that “If they 
want to come, they can.”

Housh estimates that they have “about 1,000” 
campers attending each session currently; the 
camp could accommodate as many as 1,200.  

The fi rst of seven camps began on June 8 
this year, and the last will conclude on July 25.  
Campers depart late Friday afternoon, and the 
last sign they see as they leave tells them to “go 
in peace.”

Camps are scheduled by age group.  The 
youngest campers this year are those in the 4th 
and 5th grades, and there is a camp for those in 
grades 9 through 12.

Boys and girls have separate cabin areas, and 
all cabins are air-conditioned.  Counselors are 
always on hand at the cabins and for all activi-
ties.  

Daniel Spurr is a member of the OLOG Mis-
sion Team; he helps to schedule each day’s ac-

tivities, which can vary depending on the weath-
er.  Spurr is an Eagle Scout and has attended 
Boy Scout camps, but he feels that Catholic 
camp is different.  This is his 7th year at OLOG, 
and he believes that camp here is “a good faith 
experience.”  For some campers, like those from 
small, rural parishes, this is a chance to inter-
act with a large group of fellow Catholics.  

“For some kids, there are more Catholics here 
than in their parishes” at home, Spurr notes.

A wide range of activities is available at OLOG.  
At Horseshoe Pond, campers can learn fi shing 
and canoeing.  They can hike to scenic Inspira-
tion Point and can enjoy swimming, basketball, 

soccer, arts and crafts, and archery.  There 
are “talent shows,” and the Fourth of July is 
marked with a campers’ parade and, of course, 
fi reworks. Evening campfi res are complete with 
marshmallow s’mores and campfi re songs. 

Another beloved tradition is Wacky Water 
Wednesday.  Water games are scheduled in the 
camp’s beautiful swimming pool, and campers 
compete in water balloon volleyball.

This is Hunter Scurlock’s third year at OLOG, 
and she really enjoys “spending time with 
friends and meeting new people.”  Anna Sand-
ers’ favorite activities are “arts and crafts and 
swimming.”  Gabriel Cornelius likes swimming, 
too, as well as canoeing.  For Cole Limber, the 
best activities are the “afternoon games, four-
square and basketball.”  Lucas Henke says it’s 
“Pooltime!”

Ultimately, though, the religious rhythm of the 
camp is what most distinguishes it. Campers 
attend Mass daily in the camp’s beautiful, rustic 
chapel.  Cabins take turns presenting a prayer 
period twice a day, and Confession is available 
daily.  Camp grounds offer a rosary garden, a 
prayer labyrinth and an outdoor stations of the 
cross.  

Spurr points out that there is also the night-
time “Star Prayer.”  Campers lie on their backs 
in the open air, gaze at the stars overhead and 
refl ect upon a selected Bible verse.  

Father Carl Janocha travels from his home 
parish of Saint Mary’s in Medford, Oklahoma, to 
be with the campers.  He loves coming to camp 
and says, “It keeps me young.”  He feels that his 
presence shows the young people that priests 
are both approachable and fun. 

“It’s important for vocations,” he said.
J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 

Catholic and an adjunct professor of English at 
several area colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Children head to the chapel on the grounds of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe camp. Photo by J.E. Helm.

Tornado survivor: Catholic Charities completely changed my life

On May 20, 2013, Fran Gill acted 
the way many Oklahomans did in 
the path of the EF-5 tornado that 
destroyed Moore, Okla.; she hud-
dled in her bedroom with her two 
dogs and prayed.

“I heard the tornado coming and 
then I looked outside and saw it 
coming right toward my home. As 
soon as I saw the tornado, I knelt 
down and began to pray, ‘Lord, 
turn it.’ It was all I could do,” 
remembered Gill. “Once the torna-
do struck my home, though, my 
thoughts turned to Jesus calming 
the storm at sea and I just asked 
him to say ‘quiet, be still’ to the 
tornado.”

Gill survived the direct hit of 
the storm, but, unfortunately, 
her home sustained signifi cant 
damage. On the south side of her 
house, the roof caved in and she 
lost her bed and clothes. One bath-
room was completely destroyed 
and the second was unusable. The 
tornado had completely taken the 
home off the foundation, which 
caused the cabinets and fl oors to 
be unstable. Because the fl oors 
had become separated from the 
walls, mold began to establish 
itself, causing Gill to become sick. 

After living in this home for 23 
years, Gill was reluctant to leave 
despite the terrible conditions.  

Without insurance, Gill was un-
able to afford any of the repairs for 
the home.  For four months, she 
endured the deplorable surround-
ings until help came when a roofi ng 
contractor referred her to Catholic 
Charities of Oklahoma City.

“When the case manager came 
from Catholic Charities, I felt like 
she was an angel sent from God,” 
said Gill. “There were times I would 
break down and cry, but she would 
always understand. She made sure 
that I was not taken advantage of.”

First of all, Catholic Charities was 
able to provide Gill with food, basic 
necessities and help with her util-
ity payments.  Once she had her 
basic needs met, Catholic Charities 
began to work with her on living in 
a safer environment. Initially, Gill 
insisted that she wanted the home 
to only be repaired rather than re-
placed. Catholic Charities brought 
a mold company out to assess the 
damage and convinced Gill that liv-
ing in the home was no longer safe.

“I feel the greatest leap in her 
recovery to date has been getting 
her partnered with Samaritan’s 
Purse, which has agreed to build 

her a new home with a tornado 
shelter,” said Debb Charlton, Gill’s 
case worker at Catholic Charities.  
“Catholic Charities, along with the 
Salvation Army, has assisted Fran 
in obtaining temporary storage 
and temporary housing while the 
rebuild is accomplished.”

The actions of Catholic Charities 
staff have changed Gill’s life forev-
er.

“I went to churches for a long 
time and I never had the love that 
I feel through Catholic Charities,” 
said Gill. “You can feel a godly love, 
and that means a lot to me.”

Sonny Wilkinson, senior director 
of mission advancement at Catholic 
Charities, is thankful that, through 
the generosity of so many Oklaho-
mans, Catholic Charities has been 
able to help hundreds of people, 
like Gill, regain hope in their fu-
ture. 

“At the core of what Catholic 
Charities does is provide hope – 
hope that we all can unite and 
rebuild after horrifi c loss,” said 
Wilkinson. “We were honored to 
assist Fran and the hundreds of 
other families affected by last May’s 
storms.”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.
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Fran Gill in front of her house as it was being rebuilt. Photo provided.


