
The fundamental challenge 
we all face as we participate 
in the beatification process 

is simple: What does Father Stan-
ley Rother’s example hold for us? 
What does a life rooted in the fields 
and farms of Okarche, beginning in 
1935, have to say to someone born 
in, say, 2002? Stanley’s life is a gift: 
How do we unwrap it?

As you know, I am a relative of 
Father Stan. My mother was a Roth-
er from Okarche; she grew up on a 
farm one mile west of Stanley’s par-
ents. My grandfather and Stanley’s 
grandfather were brothers. 

I always have been proud of my 
association with Stan through this 
family we share. Our common her-
itage bonds us to one another in a real way. 
And, I have always been very proud of the 
priesthood we have shared. We were ordained 
18 years apart, but this two-decade separation 
is nothing. 
Stan and I 
are united 
by blood; 
the Oklaho-
ma priestly 
connection 
we share is 
just as strong 
and just as 
remarkable.

This is no 
small thing. 
If you have 
even a pass-
ing knowl-
edge of the history of the Church in Oklahoma 
and the many extraordinary men who have 
served here, it will not surprise you to find the 

first native 
born priest 
named a 
martyr in the 
United States 
is an Oklaho-
man. This is 
the legacy we 
all have inher-
ited. When I 
think of Fa-
ther Stanley 
Rother, I am 
more likely to 
emphasize the 
connection we 
share because 
of the “Father” 
in his title 
than to make 
a claim on the 
“Rother” in his 
name. 

But, beyond 
these connec-
tions we share, 

the greatest of all connections to him is the 
sacrifice he was willing to make for his people. 
In the midst of the civil war going on in Gua-
temala during the murderous days of the early 
1980s, Stan could have driven to Guatemala 

City, bought a plane tick-
et, presented his American 
passport and flown off to 
safety at any moment. But, 
he decided to stay. And, he 
remained, not because he 
didn’t know the dangers 
facing him or the threats to 

his life or the possible outcomes of his pres-
ence, but because he did. 

When we look at the saintly example Father 
Stan gave, and as we celebrate his martyrdom, 
it’s easy for us to affirm his example as a real 
act of holiness. But, we don’t usually imagine 

ourselves in such circumstances. 
We are not faced with the prospect 
of death squads or the complica-
tions of living our lives threading 
the needle between competing 
claims to loyalty. But, while Stan’s 
example is the bright shining torch 
lighting up the darkness, it is a 
version of the decision we all must 
make. Our opportunities for ho-
liness might be dim, but they are 
just as real. 

Stan began his sacrifice when he 
gave his life away in service at his 
ordination; it resulted in his mar-
tyrdom 18 years later. We begin 
our service just the same; where it 
will end up is God’s to know. But, 
we do begin it when we give our 
“yes” to the call we have received. 
Talk to any parent; speak to any 
spouse; spend some time with 

any teacher; any call from the Lord of Life is a 
call to lay down our lives in service to another. 
The circumstances are different; the call is the 
same. The results will be the same as well.

Think about it. On the day we draw our last 
breath, we will be surrendering everything. We 
won’t die in a pool of blood on the floor of a 
rectory in Guatemala, a victim of civil war, but 
if we have surrendered our lives to God’s call, 
we will die a servant to God’s Will; we will be a 
witness (‘martyr’ means ‘witness’ in Greek) to 
following Christ. 

And, our witness will begin as it began for 

Father Rother: when we say “yes” to the call 
we receive. It doesn’t matter whether it’s on the 
day when we slip a ring on the finger of our 
spouse, when the ultrasound technician 
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Go Make Disciples

Following Stan Rother’s example

Fr. Pedro Navarra of the Diocese of San Diego, Fr. Donald Wolf and Fr. Stanley Rother at Fr. Wolf’s ordina-
tion. Photo Archdiocese of Oklahoma City Archives.

How we can say “yes” in everyday life

By Father Don Wolf
For the Sooner Catholic

continued on page 10
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a Santa Fe Family Life 
Center pool season 

The Santa Fe Family Life 
Center’s pool season runs 
through Labor Day. The pool 
offers lap swimming, swim 
lessons and flexible hours. 
Family membership $275 
for the summer; individual 
membership $175. Knights’ 
families $29.95 a month. Call 
(405) 840-1817, visit 6300 N. 
Santa Fe Ave. or visit www.
sfflc.com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

On Monday, Aug. 21, many Americans will witness 
an extremely rare astronomical phenomenon, a total 
solar eclipse. The sun will appear to be darkened for 
a time as the moon passes between the earth and 
the sun, casting its shadow over much of the earth’s 
surface. The last time such an event occurred across 
the whole of the contiguous United States was in 
1918! Thousands of people will travel great distances 
to experience this extraordinary phenomenon.

Perhaps it was an actual solar eclipse coinciding 
with the moment of Our Lord’s death that caused the 
darkness described in Saint Matthew’s Gospel: “From 
noon onward, darkness came over the whole land un-
til three in the afternoon” (Mt 27:45). An eclipse of the 
sun is certainly an appropriate cosmic sign for the 
very moment when sin and death seemed to triumph 
over light and life. For three days, hope was eclipsed 
by despair. The Resurrection, however, proclaims 
Christ’s ultimate victory: the victory of life over death; 

the triumph of Divine 
Mercy over human 
sinfulness. Jesus Christ 
is the light of the world 
and this “light shines in 
the darkness, and the 
darkness has not over-
come it” (Jn 1:5).

On July 28, 1981, it 
must have seemed as if 
darkness had triumphed 
in the village of Santiago Atitlan in Guatemala. That 
morning, thousands of grieving parishioners gathered 
in the plaza in front of the massive colonial church 
as word spread that their beloved shepherd, Padre 
A’Plas, had been killed. During the night, intruders 
had broken into the rectory and murdered Father 
Stanley Rother, the shepherd who didn’t run. 

Hope seemed to have been vanquished by violence, 
love eclipsed by hatred. But, life 
and hope were indeed victorious. 
“The blood of martyrs is the seed 
of the Church” as Tertullian wrote 
in the 2nd century. Father Stanley 
Rother’s witness of fidelity and pas-
toral charity have inspired count-
less Christians and non-Christians 
in Guatemala, Oklahoma and 
throughout the United States. To-
day, the Church in Santiago Atitlan 
is flourishing. The light of faith 
continues to shine brightly and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 

The Catholic Church has officially 
recognized the Venerable Servant 
of God Stanley Francis Rother as a 
martyr for the faith. He is the first 
martyr from the United States, and 
on Sept. 23 will become the first 
U.S.-born priest to be beatified. In 
Oklahoma, this event is even rarer 
than a total solar eclipse! Are you 
going?

I invite all who read this to come 
to the Cox Convention Center in 
Oklahoma City on Saturday, Sept. 
23, at 10 a.m. to participate in the 
Mass and Rite of Beatification for 
Father Stanley Francis Rother. 
It will be a beautiful and historic 
event, but more importantly it will 
be the occasion for an abundant 
outpouring of grace and mercy 
upon our Church, our families, our 
community and our nation. There 
will be ample parking and access. 
(And I promise that traffic will be 
far less difficult to manage than for 
a Garth Brooks concert or a Thun-
der home game.) 

Come and see!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Are you going?

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Prayer for the Cause of 
Canonization of Father 

Stanley Rother

O God, fount of all holiness, 
make us each walk worthily 
in our vocation, through the 
intercession of your Saints, on 
whom you bestowed a great 
variety of graces on earth.

Having graced your Church 
with the life of your priest 
and martyr Stanley Rother, 
grant that by his intercession 
this humble flock may reach 
where the brave shepherd 
has gone.

Grant that your Church may 
proclaim him a saint living in 
your presence and interceding 
for us.

Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Aug. 21-22 – Convocation Mass at Thomas Aquinas College, Santa Paula, Calif.
Aug. 24 – Catholic Charities Annual Mass and board meeting, 10 a.m., St. Francis Xavier, Enid
Aug. 25 – Catholic Foundation Board meeting, 3 p.m., St. Mary, Clinton
Aug. 27 – Mass and celebration of 100th anniversary, Noon, Sacred Heart, Hinton
Aug. 29 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Aug. 29 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Aug. 29 – Continuing Formation Committee meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Aug. 30 – School Mass and blessing of outdoor classroom, 8:30 a.m., St. Charles Borromeo, OKC
Aug. 31 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Aug. 31 – Rother Beatification Team meeting, 2 p.m., CPC

WASHINGTON—Cardinal Daniel 
N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, 
president of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops and Bishop 
Frank Dewane of Venice, Fla., 
chairman of the USCCB 
Committee on Domestic 
Justice and Hu-
man Development, 
called on all peo-
ple of goodwill to 
join in prayer 
and unity in 
response to 
the violent pro-
tests and 
deadly attack in 
Charlottesville, 
Va.

 Full statement 
follows: 

 “As we learn more about 
the horrible events of yesterday, 
our prayer turns today, on the 
Lord’s Day, to the people of Char-
lottesville who offered a counter 
example to the hate marching in 
the streets. Let us unite ourselves 

in the spirit of hope offered by 
the clergy, people of faith, and all 
people of good will who peacefully 
defended their city and country.

 We stand against the evil of 
racism, white supremacy and 

neo-nazism. We stand 
with our sisters and 

brothers united in 
the sacrifice of 
Jesus, by which 
love’s victory 
over every form 
of evil is as-
sured.  At Mass, 
let us offer a 

special prayer of 
gratitude for the 

brave souls who 
sought to protect us 

from the violent ideology 
displayed yesterday. Let us 

especially remember those who 
lost their lives.  Let us join their 
witness and stand against every 
form of oppression.”

For more information, go online 
to www.usccb.org.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Throughout his ministry, Father Rother’s love of children was 
evident. While normally shy, children brought out the best in him. 
His life in Guatemala was challenging and complicated, but his 

affection for the people never wavered. In fact, he shared 
meals with the poorest of the poor and his generosity was 
legendary. After seven years, he was named pastor of St. 
James the Apostle Catholic Church in Santiago Atitlan.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

St. Anne’s Ministry for infant, pregnancy loss 
offers comfort, healing

When Lindsay Juarez unexpectedly lost her 
daughter, Rosalie, moments away from birth, 
their world was turned upside down. In a mo-
ment, Juarez, like countless other women faced 
with miscarriage, ectopic pregnancy or still-
birth, was found grieving the unexpected loss 
of her baby.

“I found out quickly that grief and loss are so 
very different when it’s your child, and when 
the death is ‘out of order,’” Juarez said. “I knew 
I wanted to go to therapy, but I was not sure 
about support groups. I never liked crying in 
front of people, and I knew I would cry a lot.”

That all changed one day when she received 
a pamphlet and personal letter in the mail, 
inviting her and her husband to join the Saint 
Anne’s Ministry for Pregnancy and Infant Loss.

Based at Saint John in Edmond, Saint Anne’s 
is a monthly support group for parents who are 
grieving the loss of a baby due to miscarriage, 
ectopic pregnancy, stillbirth or other reason. 
Founded by Rachel Kretchmar and Natalie 
Clevenger, Saint Anne’s has seen a tremendous 
response since its founding in 2016.

Saint Anne’s offers participants a supportive, 
non-judgmental space to grieve and heal with a 
Catholic perspective.

“We try to shepherd people through their grief 
process,” Clevenger said. “Saint Anne’s is a safe 
spot where they can hopefully get some heal-
ing.”

Clevenger, herself a mother who lost a child 
to miscarriage, said Saint Anne’s “gives people 
hope and ability to talk more about it.” Partic-
ipants come from as far as Norman and South 
OKC. Clevenger and Kretchmar are hoping 
to expand the ministry into more parishes to 
make it easier for people to attend a group.

“The Catholic Church believes in the sanc-
tity of life from conception to natural death. 
But, for many women and men who have lost a 

baby either through miscarriage or after birth, 
resources to help them through the grief and 
healing process are scarce,” Clevenger said.

Following two successful pregnancies, Ali-
cia Philips, said she suffered two miscarriages 
back-to-back last year.

“It was hurtful and very hard to 
explain to our kids what was go-
ing on and why the baby wasn’t 
in mommy’s tummy anymore.”

One day, her husband, Bran-
don, looked down at the bulletin 
in her church and noticed the 
Saint Anne’s support group. He 
encouraged her to go and, be-
cause childcare was available, 
they both began participating in 
the group together.

“After each of the miscarriag-
es, especially the second one, I 
didn’t feel like I was able to com-
fort Alicia and help her overcome 
the grief in any way that was 
truly impactful,” Brandon said. “I felt that no 
matter what I said or didn’t say or any action or 
inaction on my part was what she truly needed 
to recover from the losses.”

Both Alicia and Brandon said the Saint 
Anne’s Ministry for Infant and Pregnancy Loss 
has provided them with a mechanism to be-
come at peace with their loss.

Rachel Kretchmar, one of the group’s found-
ers, agreed.

“Losing a baby can be an incredibly isolating 
experience. Having a sense of community with 
families who understand some of the things 
you are feeling is such a blessing.”

Kretchmar, who also has suffered miscar-
riage, said that while the circumstances sur-
rounding the loss are all different, “they have a 
shared experience.”

“Grief is always a complicated emotion,” 
Kretchmar said, “but when a couple loses a 

baby, grief can be complicated by several fac-
tors. In many ways, their grief goes unacknowl-
edged. As Catholics, we believe that life begins 
at conception, and for families that lose a baby, 
this teaching is very real.”

For Lindsay Juarez, 
and so many other 
participants of Saint 
Anne’s, this ministry 
makes this teaching 
come alive.

“It’s what I love about 
this group of women,” 
Juarez said. “They are 
unwavering in their 
support. Whatever you 
want to say, feel, do to 
express what you are 
feeling, you are always 
welcome. Grief looks 
so different to every-
one, it colors our lives 

and changes us at our core. We learn to swim 
through the thick and horrible feelings, we 
learn to stand again, to live and breathe again. 
Having a group of women who will walk beside 
you, not judging, just supporting, has been 
a tremendous value for me and my healing. 
I love their angel babies and they love mine. 
We speak their names and pray for them. I’m 
forever grateful someone felt led to mail me that 
pamphlet.”

Saint Anne’s is looking for volunteers who 
may be able to share their experience with 
infant loss. If you are interested in becoming 
a volunteer or for more information, please 
contact Natalie Clevenger at (405) or natalie.
clevenger@gmail.com. Childcare is available.

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

U.S. bishops call for prayer, 
unity in wake of deadly attack
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Oklahoma missionaries share decades 
of joy, aid with Peruvians

The mission trips and outreaches of love and help 
to Santissimo Sacramento Parish in Peru continue 
as volunteers witness firsthand the difference they’re 
making in people’s lives.

Parishioners at Saint John the Baptist in Edmond, 
Christ the King Catholic Church in Oklahoma City 
and other volun-
teers are wrap-
ping up their 
second full de-
cade of helping 
people in Piura, 
Peru. 

For nearly 25 
years, McGuin-
ness graduate 
Fr. Joe Uhen 
has pastored to 
the spiritual and 
physical needs 
of his flock, 
which totals 
40,000 and is 
spread over 28 
chapels.

Lending a 
hand are people 
like Chris Engel 
of Edmond, who 
recently re-
turned from his 
19th trip.

“We definitely get more out of this than what we 
give,” Engel said.

Agreeing with that assessment is Deacon Jim Smith 
of Christ the King. Deacon Smith and his wife Dori 
have made 10 trips.

“Each person has their own reason for going 
down to the parish, but underlying it all was 
a common desire to serve and to get in touch 
with the 
Catholic 
spiritual-
ity of the 
people 
of Peru,” 
Smith said. 
“It is a spir-
it of worldly 
poverty, 
but of a 
deep joy 
and trust 
in God’s 
love and 
concern.”

Engel has 
become 
especially 
close to five 
families in 
Peru.

“These 
people 
are like 
my family 
now,” Engel 
said. At 
first some 
were skep-
tical if the 
missionar-
ies would 
have much of an impact. 

“When I first came here, there was a girl who wasn’t 
even in school,” he said. “She is now in law school.” 

He also has marveled at the impact the medical 

missionaries have made. 
“They’ve given some people back their sight,” he 

said. 
One of those team members is Cheryl Pierce, who 

first became involved in 2003 and is now team lead-
er for Saint John’s medical/surgical and dental 
teams. She just returned from her 28th trip. She has 
seen many events that have touched her and fortified 
her faith. One young woman cried tears of joy after 

witnessing a her-
nia operation for 
her mother, which 
ended 12 years of 
pain. The family 
hadn’t been able to 
afford the surgery.

 “She told Dr. 
David Heon from 
Shawnee that she 
didn’t know where 
we came from, but 
‘surely we were 
sent by God.’”

Missionaries, 
and those back 
home, have ad-
opted families and 
sent clothes and 
financial help. 
Some missionaries 
help build homes 
for young people.

“It has made 
such a big differ-
ence in their (his 

children’s) lives,” he said.
 It is a special experience even if someone is making 

their first trip. Recently the pastor of Holy Spirit Par-
ish in Mustang, Father Joe Jacobi, made a trip with 

16 others. He 
wrote a let-
ter to his par-
ish outlining 
his experience, 
which included 
building small 
homes for 
those he de-
scribed as liv-
ing in “crush-
ing poverty.” 
Not helping 
that condi-
tion was a 
flood earlier 
this year that 
damaged many 
homes and 
buildings in 
Piura.

“Having 
Father Jacobi 
with us this 
time was great 
because he 
was able to 
participate in 
pastoral du-

ties, such as reconciliation,” Engel said. Fa-
ther Jacobi also is fluent in Spanish. “I think 
he really felt the Holy Spirit in that place.”

In his letter to his parish, Father Jacobi 
outlined his many special experiences in Peru 
and noted another mission group was flying 
out as he was returning to Oklahoma City.

“The missionaries are graced to receive 
more than they give and to be bountifully blessed by 
the faith and joy of the Peruvian people.”

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for the Sooner Cath-
olic.

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

Fr. Jacobi helps dig post holes for a new structure. 
Photos provided. 

Fr. Jacobi, Fr. Joe Uhen, and Chris Engel visit with other mission workers 
and local residents during a mission trip to Piura, Peru.

Pedicures were given to women 
at the mission.
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2017 Archbishop’s Dinner celebrates 
seminarians, new Vianney Fund

On Aug. 8, the 2017 Archbishop’s Din-
ner was held at the Oklahoma City 
Golf and Country Club. 

Hosted by Archbishop Coakley and the board 
of directors of the Catholic Foundation of Okla-
homa, the nearly 300 attendees were able to 
visit with 17 seminarians, who are in formation 
for the priest-
hood in the 
Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma 
City. 

The bene-
ficiary of the 
dinner was 
the Saint 
John Vianney 
Seminarian 
Education 
Endowment 
Fund at the 
Catholic 
Foundation. 
The endow-
ment fund, 
with an initial 
founding gift 
of $50,000, 
will make annual grants to the seminarian 
education program in the archdiocese. The 
fund is named after the patron saint of parish 

priests, Saint John Vianney, a French priest 
who was internationally known for his spiri-
tual transformation of the community of Ars, 
France, where he served.

The dinner was preceded by an Angel’s 
Reception with 
Archbishop 
Coakley for spon-
sors of the event. 
Tables were dec-
orated with floral 
centerpieces 
created with the 
help of residents 
of The Center of 
Family Love. 

The program 
included remarks 
from Archbishop 
Coakley; intro-
duction of the 
seminarians by 
Director of Sem-
inarians Father 
Joseph Irwin; a 
testimonial from 
the senior sem-
inarian Deacon 
Vic Luong, who 
is scheduled to 
be ordained in 
June after his 
senior year at 
Saint Meinrad 
Seminary in Indiana; an update on vocations 
by Director of Vocations Father Brian Buettner; 
and a video of the recently held Quo Vadis 

Days (summer retreat for young men 
discerning for the priesthood).

Holy Cards of Saint John Vianney 
blessed by Archbishop Coakley at the 
conclusion of the dinner were distrib-
uted to all attendees.

“Some time ago, a friend asked me 
out of all 
the minis-
tries and 
priories I 
have as 
a bishop, 
what is my 
greatest 
priority?” 
Archbish-
op Coak-
ley said. 
“I must 
say that 
there are 
so many 
important 
ministries 
in our arch-
diocese. All 
of them are 

important. But, of everything I do as 
archbishop, my No. 1 priority is our 
priests. We must have good priests 

to have a thriving, vibrant, 
sacramental Church.”

“Your support for the 
formation and education of 
seminarians is absolutely 
critical. Each year, in the 
archdiocese, the single 
largest item in the bud-
get for the archdiocese is the cost 
of our vocations 
and seminarian 
program. The 

Lord willing, and thanks 
to the great work of Father 
Buettner and others, I have 
every confidence that we will 
have increasing numbers of 

seminarians 
to prepare 
for priest-
hood. The 
new Saint 
John Vianney 
Fund will be a 
critical part of 
our ability to 
educate and 
form future 
generations of priests to serve in 
our parishes.”

Sponsors for the event includ-
ed: Cherubim Level – Two anon-
ymous gifts were received 
for the fund at this level.

Thrones Level – Mr. and 
Mrs. John Hefner, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Luetkemeyer, 
Parizek Farms, Dr. and 
Mrs. Roger Schultz.

Archangel Level – Mr. 
and  Mrs. James L. 
Blevins, Christ the King 
Church, Mr. and  Mrs. 
James Connelly, Mr. and  
Mrs. Doug Eason, Saint 
Thomas More University 

Parish, Mr. and  Mrs. Danny Stith, Rick 
Jones Buick GMC, Mr. and  Mrs. Darin 
Miller, Mr. and  Mrs. Thomas Mulligan, 

Mr. and  Mrs. Hugh O’Hara, Saint John the 
Baptist Church, PDC Productions, Mr. and  

Mrs. Alan 
Ane-
shansley/
Mr. and  
Mrs. Jeff 
Smail, 
First 
National 
Bank of 
Okla-
homa, 
Aurora R. 
Nalagan, 
M.D. in 
memory 
of Edwin 
C. Nal-

agan, M.D., Mr. and  Mrs. Craig Crowder/Mr. 
and  Mrs. Larry Downey, Mrs. Cathey Cooper/
Mrs. Shirley Miller, Saint Mary Church, Ponca 
City.

To make a donation to the St. John Vianney 
Seminarian Education Endowment Fund, mail your 
gift to the Catholic Foundation at P.O. Box 32180, 
Oklahoma City 73123, or go online at www.cfook.
org/vianneyfund. 

If you have questions about the fund or making a 
legacy gift to the fund, call the foundation office at 
(405) 721-4115. 

Fr. Kelly Edwards and Archbishop Coakley. Photos Theresa 
Bragg.

Connor Keef, Zachary Boazman, Fr. Jim Goins, Will 
Banowsky and Michael Mollman.

Archbishop Coakley, Fr. Oby Zunmas and Rev. Michael Oko.

Fr. Brian Buettner, Elise Cara, Michael Dannon, Teresa 
Cara and Wuse Cara.

Archbishop Coakley and Fr. Ray Ackerman.
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Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School 
announces new board members

Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Catholic High 
School announced four new board members 
for the school’s 17-person board of directors 
chaired by BancFirst founder Gene Rainbolt. In 
addition, Cristo Rey OKC added a new member 
to its separate Corporate Work Study Board. 

John Kennedy, president of Irish Realty 
and Main Street Parking, will represent the 
business community on the Cristo Rey 
board. Kennedy previously served as both 
Oklahoma secretary of state and interim 
secretary of commerce. He also served on 
the Harvard University Kennedy School 
of Government Dean’s Alumni Leadership 
Council and was recently named to the 
Harvard Kennedy School Fund Executive 
Council.

Kennedy received a bachelor’s degree 
from Oklahoma City University in history 
and political science and a master’s degree 
from Harvard University in public admin-
istration. 

 Guillermo “Willy” Morales, a structur-
al analysis engineer at The Boeing Company, 
also will represent the business community. 
Morales is the education lead for Boeing-OKC’s 
Diversity Council and the vice president of the 
Boeing Hispanic Employees Network. 

Prior to join-
ing Boeing, 
he interned at 
NASA Lang-
ley and Spirit 
AeroSystems.

Joseph 

“Joe” Clytus II, owner of Utilities Information 
Service Inc., will represent the Oklahoma City 
community on the Cristo Rey OKC board. Pre-
viously, Clytus served as the budget director 
for the City of Oklahoma City and as marketing 
executive for Veolia Water Co.

Clytus is a lifelong resident of Oklahoma City 
and an active advocate for community improve-

ment issues. He received his bachelor’s degree 
from Oklahoma City University and his mas-
ter’s degree as a National Urban Fellow from 
Occidental College. 

Stephen Butler, assistant dean of advance-
ment and external relations for Oklahoma 
City University School of Law, will represent 
academic management and operations on the 
Cristo Rey board. Butler also has served Pep-
perdine University’s School of Law as its direc-
tor of law associates and annual giving. 

Butler graduated from Booker T. Washington 

High School in Tulsa and earned his under-
graduate and law degrees from the University 
of Oklahoma. 

In addition to the new members above, Cristo 
Rey OKC added Steven Agee to its board gov-
erning its Corporate Work Study Program. The 
CWSP board operates separately from the Cris-
to Rey OKC board and oversees the school’s 

partnerships with local businesses.
Agee is the dean of the Meinders School 

of Business and professor of economics 
at Oklahoma City University. He served 
as president and chief operating officer of 
multiple oil and natural gas exploration 
and production companies. Agee served 
six years on the board of the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Kansas City, Oklahoma City 
branch, with the last three years as its 
chairman.

Agee earned bachelor’s degree in econom-
ics from the University of Oklahoma. He 
earned a master’s and doctorate degrees in 
economics from the University of Kansas

Cristo Rey OKC is a private, college-prepa-
ratory Catholic school that exclusively serves 
students of limited means. Part of the national 
Cristo Rey Network, all schools focus on a com-
bination of rigorous academics and “real world” 
work experience. One-hundred percent of Cris-
to Rey students receive financial aid as part 
of a corporate work-study program, funded by 
local businesses, where students work one day 
a week for the entire year at the partner com-
pany. The school will open its doors to its first 
class of incoming freshmen in fall of 2018.

For more information or 
to enroll students, go online 
to CristoReyOKC.org.

Cristo rey oKC

Sr. Barbara Joseph’s Pantry 
calls everyone to show mercy
Sister Barbara Joseph’s Food 

Pantry started a project called 
“Call to Mercy,” which teaches 
students in Catholic schools about 
the Corporal Works of Mercy. It 
works with each school to promote 
and teach the Corporal Works of 
Mercy, in any capacity the school 
desires. 

The project is 
sponsored by the 
Carmelite Sisters 
of Saint Therese, 
and is funded 
by the Catholic 
Campaign for 
Human Develop-
ment (CCHD).

Sister BJ’s 
“Call to Mer-
cy” visited nine 
Catholic schools 
across the Okla-
homa City area. 
Sister Barbara 
Joseph Foley 
spoke to the 
students at Bishop John Carrol 
School about the Corporal Works 
of Mercy and how to use their faith 
for action. Students united their 
efforts through service, and leader-
ship to raise money to purchase a 
burial plot at Resurrection Cem-
etery. The students dedicated the 
plot to a homeless person due to 
their lack of financial resources. 

Saint James Catholic School 
hosted a canned food drive, and 
raised more than 4,000 cans for 
Sister BJ’s Food Pantry. Saint 
James students also raised more 
than $620 during Lent, by giving 
up money received from chores 
and birthdays. 

Sister Barba-
ra Joseph gave 
all students she 
visited totes to 
help remind the 
students of the 
Corporal Works 
of Mercy. The 
grant covered 
the supplies to 
create posters, 
ink cartridges, 
travel expenses 
and file folders 
for leaders in the 
schools. Sister 
Barbara Joseph 
will continue 
into the next 

school year, and has many Cath-
olic schools eager to participate in 
the project.

The goal of the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development 
is to stop root causes of poverty, 
Sister BJ’s “Call to Mercy” project 
achieved that goal by deepening 
Church teachings to engage stu-
dents. 

Applications for the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Devel-
opment are being accepted for 
the 2017-2018 year. 

All parishes are encouraged 
to apply. The application for a 
local grant can be found online 
at http://catholiccharitiesok.
org/ParishOutreach. Applica-
tions due Sept. 1. 

Contact Becky VanPool at 
(405) 523-3000, Ext. 245, or 
bvanpool@ccaokc.org. 

How to Apply: 

First Councilor - 
 Sister Patricia Ann Miller

Second Councilor - 
 Sister Veronica Higgins

Third Councilor - 
 Sister Immaculata Commet

Fourth Councilor - 
 Sister Sylvia Negrete

Carmelite Sisters of St. Therese of the Infant 
Jesus select new council members

Archbishop Coakley and General 
Superior Sister Barbara Joseph. 
Photos provided. 

August 9, 1918, was a cloudy, dreary and 
rainy day at Kalaupapa, Hawaii. The somber 
surroundings, as if nature itself was already 

in mourning, 
coupled with the 
soft rain were 
witnesses to the 
last breaths of 
this dedicated 
immigrant.

A holy conse-
crated woman of 
God was reach-

ing the end of her earthly existence. She was 
80 years old and dying more than 7,400 miles 
from her place of birth, Heppenheim, Germany.

On this deathbed lay Marianne Cope, a Sister 
of Saint Francis.

Her life was one of loving dedication. Let me 
share some details of her humble beginning 
and hopefully this can help in our appreciation 
of her life and gifts to the Church.

A little more than a year after she was born, 
her parents Peter Koob and Barbara Witzen-
bacher, decided to bring the whole family to the 
United States. (Here in the USA the last name 
became Cope.) 

This devout immigrant Catholic family set-
tled in Utica, N.Y., and became members of the 
local Saint Joseph Catholic Church.

Many years later, while finishing junior high, 
Marianne´s father became incapacitated and 
couldn´t continue working. Marianne, being 
the oldest child, immediately began to work full 
time at a textile manufacturing plant for the 
sake of the family. This is dedication.

Soon after the father became a citizen of the 
United States, and, per the laws at that time, 

the whole family was naturalized American citi-
zens having the same legal status as dad. 

By the time she reached her 24th birthday 
her dad had passed away. This sad moment co-
incided with her younger brothers and sisters 
now being able to support themselves and take 
care of mom and their home. Now, Marianne 
could fulfill her true vocation, the religious life. 
She entered the community of the Sisters of 
Saint Francis of Syracuse, N.Y.

Although she truly believed that God was 
calling her to religious life, she waited patiently 
for the proper moment to respond to God´s call. 
This is dedica- tion.

Her commu- nity 
recognized her 
talents and guided 
Marianne down 
the path of 
education. She 
was assigned as a 
teacher at first, 
but a short time 
later because of her 
fruitful dedi- cation 
she was placed 
in the posi- tion of 
school prin- cipal. 
Seven years later 
the commu- nity 
gave her a new challenge as administrator at 
the local Saint Joseph Hospital. Again, she 
excelled through her hard work and dedication. 
No matter where they placed her, she shined as 
a faithful disciple of Christ, working faithfully 
and with love for those she served.

The community of the Sisters of Saint Francis 
was so impressed with Marianne´s hard work 

and ded-
ication 
that they 
elected 
her Pro-
vincial 
Superior 
in 1877 
and 
again in 
1881. They all witnessed her dedication.

While serving in her second term as provin-
cial superior, she received a letter from a priest 
on behalf of King Kalakahua of the kingdom of 
Hawaii. He was requesting assistance with the 
sick and children of his kingdom. She immedi-
ately said “yes” and left for Hawaii with a small 
group of sisters.

As soon as they settled in, the sisters, led by 
Marianne, established a hospital and schools 
for the young girls of the kingdom. By 1885, 
she’d even established a home for the sons and 
daughters of the leprosy patients, and by 1888, 
she had left with two other sisters to assist Fa-
ther Damian at Molokai with the leper colony. 
Once more, Marianne distinguished herself 
with her loving dedication.

More than 30 years after her arrival in Ha-
waii, never having made it back to New York 
and the Motherhouse, and never having con-
tracted leprosy, this dedicated woman so in 
love with God and His people took her last 
breath. That Friday Marianne began her eternal 
rest from a long life of loving dedication. 

Saint Marianne Cope, beloved mother of out-
casts, pray for us.
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Beloved mother of outcasts

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Office of 
Hispanic Ministry 

Patron Saint of Hawaii

The late Protestant preacher, 
Charles Spurgeon, once confronted 
his congregation with this provoca-
tive contention: “Every Christian,” 
he said, “is either a missionary or 
an imposter.” 

Naturally, such a statement 
offends our Catho-
lic sensibilities. The 
word “missionary” 
arouses the image of 
someone trekking off 
into the jungle to tell 
the lost tribes about 
Jesus. 

Or, closer to home, 
the eager young 
co-ed who is ready 
to hit campus as a 
FOCUS missionary. 
Of course, most of us 
never end up doing 
anything like that. 
But, even setting 
aside the fact that 
Spurgeon was a prot-
estant, how does he 
dare suggest that not 
doing that makes one an imposter?

In fact, it is not only Charles 
Spurgeon who has been so daring. 
All of the popes of recent memory 
have said strikingly similar things. 
Most recently, Pope Francis has 
challenged us to consider our-
selves “missionary disciples.” The 
mission field, as it turns out, is 

much closer than it seems – some-
times it’s the person in the pew 
next to us. Sometimes it is my of-
fice, my gym, my classmates or the 
social gatherings I frequent. 

Being a missionary disciple is an 
art that is learned in relationship 

with Jesus 
himself. One 
who meets him 
in the pages of 
the Gospel, and 
places himself 
in the scene, 
can easily un-
derstand why 
the natural im-
pulse of those 
who encoun-
tered him was 
to go get their 
dear friends, 
their relatives, 
the people 
who needed a 
breakthrough 
or a miracle to 
happen, and 

bring them to Jesus. 
The Gospel is full of stories of 

the crowds who followed Jesus. 
The missionary impulse today 
arises from the very same source. 
To know Jesus is to want others 
to know him. When this natural 
inclination does not manifest, then 
we could say (perhaps more gen-

tly than Spurgeon) that we don’t 
know Jesus well enough; or even, 
in some cases, at all. If this is the 
case, we are, in fact, “mission ter-
ritory” ourselves.

On this point, we must not 
equivocate. It is nothing short of 
a tragedy to be a Catholic who 
does not know Jesus Christ. Pope 
Francis wrote compellingly on this 
point in “Joy of the Gospel:”

“(Our) conviction has to be 
sustained by our own constantly 
renewed experience of savoring 
Christ’s friendship and his mes-
sage. It is impossible to persevere 
in a fervent evangelization unless 
we are convinced from personal 
experience that it is not the same 
thing to have known Jesus as not 
to have known him, not the same 
thing to walk with him as to walk 
blindly, not the same thing to hear 
his word as not to know it, and 
not the same thing to contemplate 
him, to worship him, to find our 
peace in him, as not to. It is not 
the same thing to try to build the 
world with his Gospel as to try to 
do so by our own lights. We know 
well that with Jesus life becomes 
richer and that with him it is eas-
ier to find meaning in everything. 
This is why we evangelize. A true 
missionary, who never ceases to be 
a disciple, knows that Jesus walks 
with him, speaks to him, breathes 

with him, works with him. He 
senses Jesus alive with him in the 
midst of the missionary enterprise. 
Unless we see him present at the 
heart of our missionary commit-
ment, our enthusiasm soon wanes 
and we are no longer sure of what 
it is that we are handing on. We 
lack vigor and passion. A person 
who is not convinced, enthusiastic, 
certain, and in love, will convince 
nobody.” (Joy of the Gospel, 266)

It is not the same, and we 
mustn’t treat this issue as if it 
were of no import. Measuring 
ourselves against the Holy Father’s 
description – consistent with the 
teaching of Saint John Paul II, and 
Pope Benedict XVI – where does 
that leave you? Are you a mission-
ary? Or mission territory?

There is no shame in admitting 
the latter. I dream of the day when 
such a person could walk into the 
parish and say, “I want to know 
Jesus,” and hear the reply, “You’ve 
come to the right place.”

Are you a missionary? Or mission territory?
Contagious Faith

Carole Brown 
Director of 

Evangelization and 
Missionary 
Discipleship 
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It all started with a book. Sandy Howard’s pastor at Saint Francis 
Xavier in Enid, Father James Mickus, told her about the work 
of Fritz Eichenberg, a wonderful wood engraver and illustrator, 

a selection of whose works was now presented in the book, “Works of 
Mercy,” by Robert Ellsberg.

Eichenberg was a long-time friend of social advocate Dorothy Day. 
She had asked him to do illustrations for her newspaper, The Catholic 
Worker. He accepted, and his drawings frequently depicted the lives of 
the poorest of the poor whom Dorothy Day championed. Ellsberg was 
at one time an editor at The Catholic Worker.

Sandy Howard was serving as the director of Our Daily Bread, a 
soup kitchen in Enid, when Father Mickus gave her a copy of “Works 
of Mercy.” On the book’s jacket and on Pg. 78 of the text is Eichen-
berg’s famous “Christ of the Breadlines,” a stark black and white illus-
tration created for The Catholic Worker showing Jesus in the middle of 
a line of down-and-out men, seemingly in line for food at a city shelter.

Howard was very much taken by the illustration as many others 
have been. She determined to use this work of Eichenberg’s as a visu-
al mission statement for Our Daily Bread.

Howard received a donation of $10,000 from a woman who gave the 
gift in memory of her husband. Legal permission to use “Christ of the 
Breadlines” was obtained, and a commission was given to create a 
carved marble mural.

Today, the black and white mural adorns the street-facing wall in 
front of Our Daily Bread. Its stark design is meant as a reminder of 
the reality of hunger for many of those in our midst. The central figure 
of Christ in the line of men speaks to us and says, “For I was hungry 
and you gave me food.” (Matthew 25:36)

And Jesus Wept
In Oklahoma City, another work of art in marble also shows us the 

suffering Christ. The sculpture called And Jesus Wept is adjacent to 
the Oklahoma City National Memorial, which honors the 168 lives lost 
during the 1995 federal building bombing.

Paul Meyer was the architect who worked on the entire restoration 
of Saint Joseph Old Cathedral and the construction of a new rectory 
after the property suffered severe damage in the bombing.

 A number of ideas were considered, but when the phrase “And 
Jesus Wept” (John 11:35) was suggested, Meyer knew at once that he 
had found an idea he could develop. Meyer’s son David was the sculp-
tor who completed the statue of Jesus.

The site is harshly black and white. A grief-stricken Jesus coves 
his eyes with one hand, his other hand clenched above his heart; his 
back is turned, his head is bent. The statue of Jesus is white, Meyer 
explains, contrasting with the broken, black and white that is opposite 
of his perfection, the terrible evil that has transpired.

There are 168 niches in the wall that surrounds the statue of Jesus; 
each niche can hold a small vigil candle. Some aspects of the me-

morial are purposefully left undefined, 
according to Meyer. This is meant to in-
vite reflection, each person considering 
what various aspects mean, why Jesus 
is turned away or what the short, black 
columns is the foreground signify.

Homeless Jesus
A third sculpture, also in Oklaho-

ma City, is Homeless Jesus, a bronze 
casting by Canadian artist Timothy 
Schmalz, placed in front of the offices of 
Catholic Charities. The work first ap-
peared in Canada in 2013 and has been 
copied in many locations throughout 
the United States. When Pope Francis 
saw the statue (at another location), he 
asked for a copy for the Vatican. The 
bronze that was meant for Oklahoma 
City was sent instead to Rome where it marks the entrance to the Pa-
pal Offices of Charities.

The statue shows a man wrapped in a blanket, sleeping on a park 
bench. It is veritably colorless, a dark grey. His face is barely visible. 
Only one closed eye can be seen; the face appears gaunt, and there is 
the suggestion of a mustache. The man is revealed to be Christ only by 
the wounds of crucifixion 
on his naked feet.

In several cities where 
the statue is located, peo-
ple have called the police 
to express concern for 
the welfare of what they 
believed to be an actual 
homeless man. In Oklaho-
ma City, Jessi Riesenberg, 
Catholic Charities senior 
director of development 
and outreach, said people 
sometimes leave items like 
a blanket or candies. One 
anonymous person left 
a stick of gum and even 
unwrapped it. She inter-
prets these offerings as 
gestures that express an 
understanding of what the 
sculpture means.

Homeless Jesus calls 
us to remember Matthew 
25:40, that whatever we 
do for “these least broth-

ers,” we do for Christ himself, and conversely, in what we 
“did not do for one of these least ones,” we have denied Christ present 
among us (Matthew 25:40).

And Jesus Wept, Jesus of the Breadlines, and Homeless Jesus are 
all works in black and white, carved and cut in truth and reality. 
These three works of art call to us in our passing. 

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By J.E. Helm 
The Sooner Catholic

Hearts not made of stone

Homeless Jesus statue at Catholic Caharites of Oklahoma City. Photo provided.  

Honoring Jesus around the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

And Jesus Wept statue at St. Joseph Old Cathedral and across the street from the Oklahoma City 
National Memorial and Museum. Photo provided.

“Christ of the 
Breadlines” 
in front of 
Our Daily 
Bread in 
Enid. 
Photo 
provided.  

The next Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend in Oklaho-
ma City will be from 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 15 to 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 17 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway. The application fee 
is $100 per couple (priest/reli-
gious fees are waived), and may 
be submitted online at www.
meOklahoma.org. Space limited.

Quo Vadis Days 2017

Photos Zachary Boazman. 

Office of Vocations
Rev. Brian E. Buettner
bbuettner@archokc.org

(405) 721-9351

Forty young men and their families 
participated in the first Quo Vadis 
Days discernment retreat. 
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How do we educate our children 
to delight in existence, distinguish 
truth from error, communicate 
effectively, develop their talents to 
serve the community and earn a 

living? 
How 
do we 
inspire 
them to 
cultivate 

virtue, savor beauty and serve 
God?

Professor John Senior spent his 
professional life teaching students 
how to know the good, the true and 
the beautiful, and writing about 
how to educate the whole person. 

One of these students, Father 
Francis Bethel, O.S.B., introduc-
es the unfamiliar reader to this 
inspiring man and his educational 
philosophy. His book, “John Se-
nior and the Restoration of Real-
ism,” follows Senior from boyhood 
through his conversion and matu-
ration as a teacher, taking care to 
explain his corresponding intellec-
tual development. The chapters on 
his proposed method for education 
are thorough, complete with exten-
sive quotations from Senior’s own 
work.

Senior, a native of Long Island, 
N.Y., grew up singing around the 
piano and reading good books, but 

without religious instruction. His 
love for books continued through 
his schooling, where he studied 
under a pioneer of the Great Books 
movement, Mark Van Doren. 
Through his study of literature 
and art, he searched for meaning 
in life, dabbling in Buddhism and 
the Symbolists. This philosophy is 
that “the universe is one, single, 
eternal, ineffable substance.” In 
other words, there is no distinction 
between different people, or peo-
ple and God, different religions or 
even truth and error. 

Senior’s conversion began with 
reading the philosophy of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas and his com-
mon sense view of distinction and 
truth. Senior came to see that the 
Eastern philosophies aimed at 
getting rid of the division between 
something that is and something 
that is not, while Saint Thomas 
affirmed this difference. “Truth fol-
lows upon the existence of things,” 
as Senior wrote; all, contrary to 
the view of the Symbolists, is not 
one. Catholicism and Buddhism 
are not, at root, the same; Cathol-
icism says that there is a person 
who will fulfill the deepest desires 
of our hearts, while Buddhism 
aids the practitioner in eradicating 
these desires.

Senior saw that the existence 
of the world pointed to the Cre-
ator, and through Saint Thomas, 
came to know him in the person of 

Christ. He and his family entered 
the Catholic Church. 

His conversion affected his 
teaching. He saw that many of his 
students did not believe in truth, 
and, therefore, they were unable 
to distinguish between truth and 
error. Many of his 
colleagues affirmed 
this disbelief, teach-
ing that truth is rel-
ative to each person 
and not determined 
by reality. Through 
his teaching col-
lege students, he 
saw that it was not 
always possible to 
correct an incom-
plete or bad edu-
cation in the early 
years. Instead, as 
Bethel writes, “Senior’s 
writings as a whole conclude that 
disbelief in truth and first princi-
ples arose at least partly from the 
fact that students were disconnect-
ed from reality on the experiential 
level. The problem is not only that 
television, for example, stimulates 
sensuality and hedonism by its 
content. The precise point here is 
that its inherent artificiality weak-
ens our grasp on reality.”

Consequently, Senior saw 
everyday contact with real mate-
rials and natural things as vital 
to education. “The child needs 
to discover reality in its manifold 

and harmonious riches, to be 
introduced to it through delight,” 
Senior wrote. The chapters on ele-
mentary education outline Senior’s 
ideas for how to do this at different 
ages as well as corresponding de-
velopment in language, literature 

and music.
Because many of his 

students at the Uni-
versity of Kansas were 
deficient in these areas, 
Senior and his colleagues 
integrated into the curric-
ulum waltz lessons, star 
gazing and contact with 
farmland. Through the 
Great Books and contact 
with reality, Senior’s stu-
dents experienced wonder 
at the world God made. 
They were inspired to seek 
truth. Though Senior did 

not directly teach the faith, more 
than 200 of his students entered 
the Catholic Church. A number of 
his students, including Archbish-
op Coakley and the book’s author, 
became priests or entered religious 
life. 

This is a book for parents, teach-
ers and educators of all types. 
Though the more philosophical 
chapters may prove difficult for 
those without philosophical train-
ing, the book’s insights are import-
ant enough for anyone invested in 
the education of the next genera-
tion.

John Senior and the Restoration of Realism
By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick 
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says “It’s a girl!” when we say “I love you 
enough to say ‘no’” or when we hold the 
hand of a stranger we’re visiting at hospice. 
Father Stan’s example is for all 
of us in every part of life.

We should never forget Fa-
ther Rother’s ordinary life in 
the midst of his extraordinary 
example. God works through 
the natural to bring us to the 
supernatural. Since grace is 
built on nature the nature of 
Stanley became the gateway to 
his holiness. He became blessed 
because of who he was. 

All of the circumstances of 
his life became the palette God 
used to paint the picture of his 
life. And, God did not simply use 
Stan’s talents to achieve the Di-
vine Will, but all the other parts 
of his life as well. The broken 
and the weak, the incomplete 
and the unused, the fearful and 
the mistaken; all of these were 
the raw material for his saintly 
example. Stan didn’t have to become some-
one else in order to become Blessed Stanley 
Rother; neither do we. 

Of course, God will purify our motives and 
sanctify our character. It is what holiness is 
after all. But, in the end, we will not become 

another version of ourselves, we won’t be 
replaced by imposters or clones in order to 
make it to heaven; it’ll be the “us” we are 

and no one else. If we are going to be saints, 
it will be because of who we are, not because 
of who else we might become. 

The French novelist Charles Peguy wrote: 
“Life holds one tragedy, ultimately: not to 
have become a saint.” It is tragic, not be-

cause heaven needs to have more people, 
but because the only way to really become 
human is to live for God; according to God’s 

call. When we live this way we 
are becoming saints. Stan Rother 
walked the contours of his life 
with all of their uneven path-
ways. His weaknesses and his 
strengths were his constant com-
panions through the darkness 
and light of his days. 

At the end of his life he was 
faced with the temptation he had 
faced his whole life, a temptation 
facing us all: to leave or to stay? 
He chose to stay. When he did, 
he authored the final chapter of 
a life of extraordinary holiness 
and deep sanctity.

We have our own contours and 
our own path and the questions 
come to us at different moments, 
but if we can answer with the 
same “yes,” we can trust we’ll 
imitate the same result: our final 
chapter will to have become a 

saint. 
Father Rother’s example is an example for 

all of us. We have only to answer “yes!”
Father Don Wolf is pastor of Saint Eugene 

Catholic Church in Oklahoma City, and cous-
in of Father Rother.

continued from page 1

Following Stan Rother’s example
How we can say “yes” in everyday life

This 
gem of 
a little 
book 
offers a 
plan for 
living 

a peaceful and faith-filled life in 
today’s world.

“On the Other Side of Fear,” sub-
titled “How I Found Peace,” is Hal-
lie Lord’s autobiographical story 
of how she “looked fear in the face 
and discovered that its power is an 
illusion, definitely destroyed when 
held up to the light of God.”

She begins her story at a point 
in her life where she was “36 
weeks pregnant with (her) fifth 
child,” and her husband was laid 
off.  “We were left with two weeks 
severance pay and less than a 
month of insurance to our name,” 
she writes.

Despite her husband’s many as-
surances that things would work 
out, children who surrounded her, 
friends and family “who visited 
and poured love into our family in 
myriad ways,” she locked herself 
away “in a dungeon of fear and 
anxiety, where my only compan-
ions were vivid worst-case sce-
narios that played in my head on 
repeat.”

In the 14 chapters of her book, 
Lord analyzes fear, presenting it 

against the storyline of her own 
life and criticizing it with wisdom 
borrowed from Thomas Merton, 
Dr. Phil, Mark Twain, Pope Francis 
and many others.

Her writing is enjoyable, es-
pecially embellished with pithy 
quotes from her famous sources. 
She has Mark Twain saying, “I’ve 
lived through some horrible things 
in my life, some of which actually 
happened.” 

She also entertains us with 
well-written, beautiful descrip-
tion. Her children cuddle with her, 
“releasing the silly things that had 
been dancing in their heads into 
my ear, and kissing their newest 
sibling as she rolled and stretched 
beneath my ribs.”

She blends her description 
evenly with her narrative. Watch-
ing the TV coverage of Junipero 
Serra’s canonization because, as 
she writes, “I wanted to know his 
secret,” she again shows us more 
of her “enchanting children.”

“I wiped up a puddle of milk that 
I had spilled while preparing din-
ner, reminded Charlie (who could 
always be counted on to tend to 
the duties of his 2-year-old state 
in life with aplomb) that in our 
culture we sit in chairs, not on top 
of the table, and settled down to 
watch the canonization.”

What was Junipero Serra’s 
“secret?” Pope Francis explains in 
his homily for the day that it was 

“Siempre Adelante! Keep moving 
forward!”

What she realized was that worry 
about not getting everything done 
was futile. She saw that “All of 
my fear and frustration had been 
born of a failure to trust. That if 
I simply stayed close to God and 
put one foot in front of the other, 
he would sustain me and bless my 
efforts.”

She explains 
many more of 
the lessons 
she learns. 
Dr. Phil ex-
horts from 
the TV screen 
to “Follow 
your fears to 
their logical 
conclusion.” 
“What is the 
worst that 
can hap-
pen?” she 
asks herself. Maybe 
you’ll be embarrassed or even 
laughed at, but then, “After a time, 
you’ll brush yourself off and get 
back to the business of living.”

She learns to pray for peace and 
finds that when she does, “all of 
that darkness (begins) to dissipate.”

She starts to understand that 
“handing your life over to God isn’t 
a guarantee that everything will go 
smoothly” and that “agony is an 
essential part of being made new.”

This is not easy for Lord. She 
writes, “I am not a ‘Jesus, take the 
wheel’ kind of gal. I’m more of a 
‘Jesus, you can hop into my pas-
senger seat as long as you promise 
not to be a backseat kind of driver’ 
kind of gal.”

She discovers thankfulness. It’s 
important to review our lives with 
appreciation and gratitude, and 
anxiety about the future can stifle 
this. “Fear stole my memory and 

made me forget how much 
God had done for me,” she 
writes.

She comes to understand 
“what it means to ‘offer up’ 
our suffering.” On and on, she 
narrates all of the many life 
lessons that carried her to the 
other side of fear.

What is so nice about “On the 
Other Side of Fear” is that it is a 
reminder that we all have strug-
gles, we all have worries; that 
we are not nearly as alone as we 
might feel. We are all connected 

in the experience of this thing we 
call life. Hallie Lord reminds us 
that, with God’s very generous and 
ever-present help, we can, as she 
did, work through these things 
and find peace.

Hallie Lord is an author, speak-
er, radio host, conference leader, 
and the happily married mother of 
seven “delightful” children.

Helm is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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An action plan for all of us today

Jobs Box
Director of youth and campus 
ministry

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a full-time director 
of youth, young adult and campus 
ministry. This position will include 
direct leadership of all archdioc-
esan youth evangelization and 
discipleship efforts, oversight of 
young adult and campus ministry 
efforts, and the summer youth 
camp program. Bachelor’s degree 
in theology, religious education 
or related field required; master’s 
degree preferred. Previous experi-
ence in leading youth ministry on 
the diocesan and/or parish level a 
must. Significant background with 
leadership training and ministry 
formation highly desired. Bilingual 
in Spanish preferred. Send inqui-
ries and resumes to nlargent@
archokc.org.

Director of marriage and family 
life

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a full-time director 
of marriage and family life minis-
try. This position will include direct 
leadership of all archdiocesan 
marriage and family life efforts, 
with oversight of marriage prepa-
ration, marriage enrichment and 
various support services to fami-
lies, including single parents and 
the divorced. Bachelor’s degree in 
theology or marriage and family life 
required; master’s degree preferred. 
Previous experience in leading 

family life ministry on the diocesan 
and/or parish level a must. Signif-
icant background with leadership 
training and ministry formation 
highly desired. Bilingual in Spanish 
a plus. Send inquiries and resumes 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

Director of adult formation and 
leadership development

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a full-time director 
of adult formation and leadership 
development. This position will 
include direct leadership of all 
archdiocesan formation efforts for 
adults, with a particular emphasis 
on forming missionary disciples 
at all levels. A master’s degree in 
theology or related field required. 
Previous experience leading adult 
formation as well as teaching back-
ground and curriculum develop-
ment a must. Bilingual in Spanish 
a plus. Send inquiries and resumes 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a full-time adminis-
trative assistant to provide clerical 
and organization support for the 
Office of Vocations, Seminarians 
and Permanent Diaconate. The 
position requires someone who is 
highly organized, and has excel-
lent computer skills in Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Access, Publisher 
for recordkeeping, database re-
ports, correspondence, promotion-

al materials, mailings, etc. Must 
have knowledge and ability to use 
social media platforms, strong and 
positive interpersonal relationship 
skills with the ability to approach 
people in a manner which creates 
harmony and promotes coopera-
tion and collaboration, ability to ef-
fectively interact in a professional 
and pastoral manner with unique 
and divergent personalities, ability 
to work in a multicultural environ-
ment, ability to maintain confi-
dentiality, ability and willingness 
to support the vision and values 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City; bilingual in Spanish is de-
sired. Send inquiries and resumes 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

IT help desk assistant
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a part-time IT help 
desk assistant to provide IT sup-
port to staff and visitors of the 
Catholic Pastoral Center. High 
school diploma required; college 
degree or certificate from a vo-
cational/technical school is pre-
ferred. Excellent computer skills 
necessary as well as the ability to 
solve problems and troubleshoot. 
Customer service experience is 
usually required. The computer 
support technician should have 
strong communication skills and 
be able to converse with and 
support those employees who are 
not technologically proficient. The 
position also requires knowledge 

of basic hardware and software 
functions and networking. Or-
ganizational skills are essential. 
Send inquiries and resumes to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

Principal – OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eu-

gene seeks a principal to serve 300 
students in grades PK-3 through 
8. Position effective July 5. Candi-
date must be practicing Catholic 
who has knowledge and under-
standing of the faith. Applicants 
should have minimum five years 
teaching experience, preferably 
in Catholic school, and master’s 
degree in an education-related 
field. At least 18 semester hours 
of graduate work should be in 
administration, supervision and 
curriculum development. Contact 
Diane Floyd, superintendent, (405) 
721-4202, dfloyd@archokc.org. 

AP physics teacher
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking a certified teach-
er for Advanced Placement Physics 
for the 2017-18 school year. Send 
resumé, certification and letter of 
interest to Talita DeNegri, tdene-
gri@mountstmary.org or fax to 
(405) 631-9209. 

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.

By J.E. Helm 
The Sooner Catholic



CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – El 
postulador de la causa de can-
onización del beato salvadoreño 
Óscar Romero, dijo que espera que 
el proceso termine dentro un año y 
que los católicos de todo el mun-
do entonces puedan llamarle San 
Óscar Romero, mártir.

“Mantener vivo el recuerdo de 
Romero es una tarea noble, y mi 
gran esperanza es que el papa 
Francisco pronto lo canonice”, 
dijo el arzobispo italiano Vincenzo 
Paglia, en una homilía el 12 de 
agosto en Londres.

En una entrevista con Radio 
Vaticana, el arzobispo Paglia dijo: 
“Podríamos esperar que en el próx-
imo año tal vez sea posible” que 
la Congregación para las Causas 
de los Santos haya terminado su 

revisión de un presunto milagro 
atribuido a la intervención del bea-
to Romero y presente sus conclu-
siones al papa. El reconocimiento 
del milagro abriría el camino para 
la canonización.

El arzobispo Paglia, además de 
promover la causa de canonización 
del beato Romero, es presidente de 
la Pontificia Academia para la Vida 
y canciller del Pontificio Instituto 
Juan Pablo II de Estudios sobre 
Matrimonio y Familia.

El mayor obstáculo en la causa 
de la santidad fue llegar a recon-
ocer que el beato Romero, quien 
fue asesinado mientras celebraba 
Misa, era un mártir, dijo el arzo-
bispo Paglia en Londres. Algunos 
líderes de la iglesia, incluso al-
gunos que trabajaban en la Curia 
Romana, habían insistido en que 
el beato Romero fue asesinado por 
su posición política.

El arzobispo Paglia 
dijo que “la esencia 
de su santidad salió 
de su seguimiento 
del Señor, dándose 
por completo a su 
pueblo”.

Al grupo en Lon-
dres celebrando 
el centenario del 
nacimiento del beato 
Romero, el arzobis-
po Paglia dijo que 
“Romero no era 
supermán. Tenía 
miedo de morir, y 
lo confesó a sus 
amigos en varias 
ocasiones. Pero amó 
a Jesús y a su rebaño más que a 
la vida. Este es el significado del 
martirio”.

“El amor por Jesús y por los 
pobres es más grande que el amor 

por uno mismo: este es el pod-
er del mensaje de Romero”, dijo 
Paglia. “Un simple creyente, si está 
abrumado por el amor, se vuelve 
fuerte, invencible”.
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El lunes 21 de agosto, muchos estadoun-
idenses serán testigos de un fenómeno as-
tronómico extremadamente raro, un eclipse 
solar total. El sol parecerá oscurecido por un 
tiempo mientras la luna pasa entre la tierra y 
el sol, proyectando su sombra sobre gran parte 

de la superficie de la tierra. ¡La última vez 
que ocurrió tal acontecimiento a través de los 
Estados Unidos contiguos fue en 1918! Miles 
de personas viajarán grandes distancias para 
experimentar este fenómeno extraordinario.

Tal vez fue un verdadero eclipse solar que 
coincidió con el mo-
mento de la muerte 
de Nuestro Señor que 
causó la oscuridad de-
scrita en el Evangelio 
de San Mateo: “Desde 
el mediodía hasta las 
tres de la tarde todo 
el país se cubrió de 
tinieblas.” (Mt 27, 45). 
Un eclipse del sol es 
ciertamente un signo 
cósmico apropiado 
para el mismo momen-
to en que el pecado 
y la muerte parecían 
triunfar sobre la luz y 
la vida. Durante tres 
días, la esperanza fue 
eclipsada por la deses-
peración. La Resur-
rección, sin embargo, 
proclama la victoria 
final de Cristo: la victo-
ria de la vida sobre la 
muerte; El triunfo de 
la Divina Misericordia 
sobre el pecado huma-
no. Jesucristo es la luz 
del mundo y esta “La 
luz brilla en las tinieb-
las y las tinieblas no la 
impidieron.” (Jn 1, 5).

El 28 de julio de 
1981, debe haber 
parecido como si la 
oscuridad hubiera 
triunfado en el pueblo 
de Santiago Atitlán en 
Guatemala. Esa maña-
na, miles de feligreses 
afligidos se reunieron 

en la plaza frente 
a la masiva iglesia 
colonial, cuan-
do se difundió la 
noticia de que su 
amado pastor, 
el Padre A’Plas, 
había sido ase-
sinado. Durante 
la noche, los in-
trusos habían roto 
la puerta de la rectoría y asesinado al Padre 
Stanley Rother, el pastor que no huía.

La esperanza parecía haber sido vencida 
por la violencia, el amor eclipsado por el odio. 
Pero la vida y la esperanza fueron victoriosas. 
“La sangre de los mártires es la semilla de la 
Iglesia”, como escribió Tertuliano en el siglo 
II. El testimonio del Padre Stanley Rother de 
fidelidad y caridad pastoral ha inspirado a 
muchos cristianos y no cristianos en Guatema-
la, Oklahoma y en todo Estados Unidos. Hoy, 
la Iglesia de Santiago Atitlán está floreciendo. 
La luz de la fe sigue brillando y la oscuridad no 
la ha superado.

La Iglesia Católica ha reconocido oficialmente 
al Venerable Siervo de Dios Stanley Francis 
Rother como mártir de la fe. Él es el primer 
mártir de los Estados Unidos, y el 23 de sep-
tiembre se convertirá en el primer sacerdote 
nacido en los Estados Unidos en ser beatifica-
do. ¡En Oklahoma, este evento es aún más raro 
que un eclipse solar total! ¿Vas a ir?

Invito a todos los que lean esto a que vayan 
al Centro de Convenciones de Cox en Oklaho-
ma City el sábado 23 de septiembre a las 10 
de la mañana para participar en la Misa y Rito 
de Beatificación para el Padre Stanley Fran-
cis Rother. Será un acontecimiento hermoso 
e histórico, pero lo más importante será la 
ocasión para una abundante efusión de gracia 
y misericordia sobre nuestra Iglesia, familias, 
comunidad y nuestra nación. Habrá amplio 
estacionamiento y acceso. (Y prometo que el 
tráfico será mucho menos difícil que el manejar 
a un concierto de Garth Brooks o un juego de 
los Thunder).

¡Vengan y vean!

Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

¿Vas a ir?

Arzobispo: Beato Óscar Romero podría ser canonizado 
el próximo año

Por Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service 

Beato Óscar Romero. Foto CNS.

El 9 de agosto de 1918, fue un día nubla-
do, triste y lluvioso en Kalaupapa, Hawái. El 
ambiente sombrío, como si la propia naturaleza 
ya estuviera de luto, junto con la suave lluvia 
fueron testigos de los últimos suspiros de esta 
inmigrante tan dedicada.

Una santa mujer totalmente consagrada a 
Dios estaba llegando al final de su existencia 
terrenal. Tenía ya 80 años y estaba muriendo a 
más de 7,400 millas de su lugar de nacimiento, 

Heppenheim, 
Alemania.

En este lecho 
se encontraba, 
ya próximo a 
morir, la Her-
mana Mariana 
Cope, una Her-
mana Francis-
cana.

Su vida fue de dedicación amorosa. Per-
mítanme compartir algunos detalles de su 
humilde comienzo y espero que esto pueda 
ayudar en nuestra apreciación de su vida y los 
regalos a la Iglesia.

Un poco más de un año después de su na-
cimiento, sus padres Peter Koob y Barbara Wit-
zenbacher decidieron llevar a toda la familia a 
Estados Unidos. (Aquí en los EE.UU. el apellido 
se convirtió en Cope.)

Esta devota familia católica inmigrante se 
estableció en Utica, Nueva York, y se hicieron 
miembros de la Iglesia Católica local de San 
José.

Muchos años después, al terminar la secund-
aria, el papa de Mariana quedó incapacitado y 
no pudo seguir trabajando. Mariana, siendo la 
hija mayor, inmediatamente comenzó a traba-
jar a tiempo completo en una fábrica de textiles 
para el bien de la familia. Esto es dedicación.

Poco después el padre se convirtió en ciu-

dadano de los Estados Unidos, y, según las 
leyes en aquel momento, toda la familia ad-
quiría ahora el mismo estatus legal que el 
papá, ciudadanos estadounidenses.

Poco después de haber cumplido 24 años, su 
padre falleció. Este momento triste coincidió 
con el tiempo en que sus hermanos y herman-
as más jóvenes ahora pudieran sostenerse y 
cuidar de mamá y su hogar. Ahora, Mariana 
podía seguir el camino de su verdadera vo-
cación, la vida religiosa. Entró en la comunidad 
de las Hermanas Franciscanas de Siracusa, 
Nueva York.

Aunque verdaderamente creía que Dios la 
estaba llamando a la vida religiosa desde más 
joven, ella esperó pacientemente el momento 
apropiado para responder a ese llamado de 
Dios. Esto es dedi-
cación.

Su comunidad 
reconoció sus talen-
tos y la orientó por 
el camino de la edu-
cación. Fue asigna-
da como profesora al 
principio, pero poco 
tiempo después, de-
bido a su fructífera 
dedicación, fue colo-
cada en la posición 
de directora de la 
escuela. Siete años 
más tarde la comu-
nidad le dio un nuevo desafío como administra-
dora en el hospital local de San José. Una vez 
más, se destacó a través de su arduo trabajo y 
dedicación. No importa dónde la colocaran, ella 
brillaba como fiel discípula de Cristo, trabajan-
do fielmente y con amor por aquellos excluidos 
y marginados a quien ella servía.  

La comunidad de las Hermanas Franciscanas 

quedó tan 
impresio-
nada con 
el arduo 
trabajo y 
la dedi-
cación de 
Mariana 
que la 
eligieron como su Superiora Provincial en 1877 
y de nuevo en 1881. Todas fueron testigos de 
su dedicación.

Mientras servía en su segundo período como 
superiora provincial, recibió una carta de un 
sacerdote en nombre del rey Kalakahua del rei-
no de Hawái. Estaba pidiendo que lo ayudaran 
con los enfermos y con los niños de su reino. 
Ella inmediatamente dijo que sí y partió hacia 
Hawái con un pequeño grupo de hermanas.

Tan pronto como pudieron, las hermanas, 
encabezadas por Mariana, establecieron un 
hospital y escuelas para las muchachas del 
reino. Hacia 1885, incluso había establecido 
un hogar para los hijos e hijas de los pacientes 
de lepra, y en 1888, se había ido con otras dos 
hermanas para ayudar al Padre Damián de 
Veuster, SS.CC., en Molokai con la colonia de 
leprosos. Una vez más, Mariana se distinguió 
con su amorosa dedicación.

Más de treinta años después de su llegada 
a Hawái, nunca regresando a Nueva York y la 
Casa Madre, y nunca habiendo contraído lepra, 
esta mujer tan dedicada a Dios y Su pueblo 
respiro por última vez.  Ese viernes Mariana 
comenzó su eterno descanso de una larga vida 
de dedicación amorosa.

Santa Mariana Cope, amada madre de los 
marginados, ruega por nosotros.
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Amada Madre de los Marginados
Santa Patrona de Hawái

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Oficina de 
Ministerio Hispano 

El obispo Mark 
J. Seitz de El Paso, 
Texas, reza con 
MarÃ a De Loera y 
su hija de 8 aÃ±os, 
Alia Escobedo, el 
7 de agosto en un 
hospital en Tex-
as. El obispo Seitz 
hablÃ³ con fun-
cionarios de inmi-
graciÃ³n sobre el 
caso de De Loera, 
que enfrentaba 
deportaciÃ³n, para 
que se le diera 
una suspensiÃ³n 
para cuidar a su 
hija enferma. Foto 
CNS -- cortesÃ a 
de Dylan Corbett, 
Instituto Fronterizo 
Esperanza.
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Briefs

Extra! Extra! Read all about 
it! The Oklahoma Catholic 
Broadcasting Network has 
hired a development director. 
(Remember: you read it here 
first.). This is pretty cool. 

Marianne Pierce has been 
hired as development direc-
tor for OCBN. The Oklahoma 
Catholic Broadcasting board 
members enthusiastically wel-
comed Marianne in this new 
position.

Board members recognize 
that a development direc-
tor can bring focus to all the 
details and activities that 
need attention to fulfill the 
mission and still expand the 
opportunity for growth. Mar-
ianne spoke about this when 
she and I had an introductory 
conversation in early August.

I asked Marianne if she had 
a vision for what she was 
about to tackle. Her voice 
brimmed with excitement as 
she discussed the potential. 
“We have only scratched the 
surface,” she said. “We will 
share with the community by 
focusing on building relation-

ships with donors and becom-
ing the go-to coordinator for 
fundraising activities.” 

Marianne is the fourth of six 
children. Her home parish is 
Saint Mark in Norman. She 
graduated from Oklahoma 
State University in 2016 with 
a degree in marketing. 

Marianne plans to devote 
some of her free time volun-
teering with the youth group 
at Saint Mark. “I want to in-
vest in teens because a youth 
group was very influential in 
my spiritual growth when I 
was a teenager.” 

Please join me in praying 
for and supporting Marianne. 
In previous columns I have 
shared with you some of the 
financial challenges and grow-
ing pains of OCBN. We have 
indeed, experienced some of 
the pangs of the “awkward 
age.” Marianne represents 
our transition to a self-sus-
taining organization, intent 
on spreading the Good News 
of Jesus Christ to all who are 
listening.

Are you listening? By Sally Crowe Nash

Oklahoma Catholic Radio Stations
OKC - 97.3 FM KKNG
Antlers - 90.3 FM KMAC
Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM KPIM
Clinton - 98.3 FM KFWG
Edmond - 100.9 FM KSMJ
Elk City - 100.7 FM KPFS

Tulsa - 94.9 FM KPIM
Lawton - 88.3 FM KOEG
Prague - 88.3 FM KIOP
Ringwood - 104.9 FM KEUC
Shawnee - 107.1 FM KOGD
Woodward - 93.3 FM KFPP

okcatholicbroadcasting.com

Barn-ival ’17
OK Teens for Life presents a barn 

dance/carnival to benefit Save the 
Storks, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. Aug. 25 
at Blose Barn and Garden, 301 S. 
Richland Rd., Yukon. E-mail ok-
teensforlife@gmail.com by Aug. 20 
to register. Include number attend-
ing. Registrations received by Aug. 
20 receive a discount on activity 
bands. Band prices: $12 each or 
$40/family with pre-registration. 
$15 each or $50/family without 
pre-registration. 

Discipleship with the Saints
A series called “Discipleship with 

the Saints” features presenters 
discussing fundamentals of dis-
cipleship as lived by some of the 
Church’s greatest saints. St. Te-
resa of Kolkata; Oct. 23, St. John 
Paul II; Nov. 13, St. Francis of As-
sisi; and Dec. 11, Mary, mother of 
Christ. All discussions 7:30 p.m. 
at St. James, 4201 S. McKinley, 
OKC. Presented by the Gospel of 
Life Disciples. 

Beatification open 
The beatification Mass for Fr. 

Rother is open to the public, free 
and no tickets are required. The 
beatification is 10 a.m. Sept. 23 
at the Cox Convention Center. To 
register a bus or shuttle or for in-
formation on parking, restaurants, 
hotels, etc., go online to 
stanleyrother.org.

Rother Heritage Gallery 
The Heritage Gallery at the 

Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, is present-
ing “The Shepherd Cannot Run: A 
Retrospective on the Life of Father 
Stanley Rother.” The free exhibit is 
open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day. Special tours arranged by 
calling (405) 721-5651, Ext. 141.

St. Gregory’s inaugural scholar-
ship gala

St. Gregory’s University inau-
gural Scholarship Gala, Aug. 26 
at the Skirvin Hilton in downtown 
OKC, benefits the St. Gregory’s 
University Scholarship Fund 
and honors Coach Don Sumner. 
Mass onsite at 4 p.m. Everyone 
welcome. Cocktail reception 5 
p.m. followed by dinner, dancing. 
Tickets $100 pp. Register at www.
stgregorys.edu/gala.  

Clancy’s Trivia Night
The Bishop McGuinness Cath-

olic High School Alumni Associ-
ation will host the 11th annual 
trivia night at 7 p.m. Aug. 26 in 
the school commons. Registra-
tion at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6 
p.m. Proceeds benefit the BMCHS 
Alumni Association Scholarship 
Fund. Tickets: $25 or $250 for a 
table of 10. Dinner included; cash 
bar available. VIP tables $350. 
Must be at least age 21 to attend. 
Seating is limited. Reservations 
required. Visit www.bmchs.org or 
contact Carly Tribbey, (405) 761-
0997, bmchstrivia@gmail.com. 

Holy Innocents’ Chapel perpetu-
al adoration

Holy Innocents’ Foundation is 
seeking more adorers for the Holy 
Innocents’ Chapel next door to 
the Planned Parenthood abortion 
center in northwest OKC. Con-
tact Toni Harrelson at adoration.
holyinnocents@gmail.com or (405) 
341-2199.

National Day of Remembrance 
for Aborted Children

The fourth annual “National 
Day of Remembrance for Aborted 
Children” is Sept 9. The Oklahoma 
ceremony is at St. Gregory’s Uni-
versity, Shawnee. Mass at 10 a.m., 
followed by a Rosary Procession 
to the grotto of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe, and a blessing of wreaths. 
Light refreshments. The wreaths 
will be distributed by members of 
the Knights of Columbus to vari-
ous locations in the state were the 
remains of aborted children are 
buried.

Knights of Columbus retreat
Join Fr. Brashears, associate 

pastor of St. Eugene, for a presen-
tation on “Spiritual Warfare” at the 
Knights of Columbus retreat Sept. 
9 at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
with Mass, lunch and two refresh-
ment breaks, $20 pp. Contact 
Michael Zink, (405) 314-4120, Mi-
chael-the-j@cox.net. Make Checks 
to Michael Zink KofC by Aug. 19.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend

Focus on marriage, improve 
communication, deepen intima-
cy and spend quality time free of 
distractions Sept. 15-17 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center. Contact 
Rick and Bev Feller, (405) 323-
9119, rbfeller@gmail.com or apply 
at www.meoklahoma.org.

Mass of remembrance for suicide 
In memory of those lost to 

suicide, a Mass of Remembrance 
will be offered on the Memorial of 
Our Lady of Sorrows, at 6:30 p.m. 
Sept. 15, at St. Francis of Assisi, 
1901 N.W. 18, OKC. Everyone in-
vited. A reception will follow in the 
parish hall. Call (405) 255-3581.

Bishop McGuinness reunion
The class of 1962 BMCHS 55th 

reunion is Sept. 29-30. Contact 
“CAP” Shidler, (405) 830-3611 or 
frankjshidlerjr@yahoo.com.

Catholic Women: Living the Joy 
of the Gospel  

Catholic women are invited to 
the National Council of Catholic 
Women 2017 Convention Sept. 7-9 
at the Hilton Anatole, Dallas. Cel-
ebrate Living the Joy of the Gospel 
through liturgies, devotions and 
guest speakers. Visit www.nccw.
org/2017AnnualConvention or 
contact Becky VanPool, (405) 834-
3782.

 
Pilgrimage to Medjugorje

Join Fr. Jim Caldwell, from the 
Diocese of Tulsa, on a pilgrimage 

to Holy Guardian Angels in Med-
jugorje Sept. 26-Oct. 5. Cost is 
$2,799 from OKC. Go online to 
www.trinitypilgrimage.com.

Explore Italy
Celebrate Mass at St. Peter’s 

Basilica with Father Tim Luschen 
and journey through Italy Oct. 
8-22. Explore Vatican City, Rome, 
Florence, Assisi, and more over 12 
days. Escorted from OKC with op-
tional two-night stay in Barcelona 
Spain. Contact Bob at Sunshine 
Travel, (405) 948-8642 or Barbara 
Smola, (405) 306-1973.

Anniversary Mass 
Archbishop Coakley invites mar-

ried couples celebrating milestone 
anniversaries (25, 40, 50+) in 2017 
to attend a special Anniversary 
Mass at 3 p.m. Oct. 15 at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave., OKC. A 
reception will follow. Contact the 
Office of Family Life, (405) 721-
8944 if attending. The archbishop 
will impart his blessing and the lo-
cal Catholic community will rejoice 
in the example and commitment to 
your Sacrament of Marriage.

To see more briefs, go online to 
www.soonercatholic.org.
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August

Barn-ival ’17, barn dance/
carnival, to benefit Save 
the Storks, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
at Blose Barn and Garden, 
301 S. Richland Rd., Yukon. 
E-mail okteensforlife@gmail.
com.
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The Queenship of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

Feast of St. Bartholomew.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact Toni 
Calvey, (405) 630-0539, toni-

calvey1900@gmail.com or visit 
www.SpiritOKC.org.

St. Gregory’s University inau-
gural Scholarship Gala at the 
Skirvin Hilton, OKC. Register 
at www.stgregorys.edu/gala. 

Clancy’s Trivia Night at 7 p.m. 

Bishop McGuinness Catho-
lic High School. Visit www.
bmchs.org. 

Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m. at the abortion cen-
ter, 2453 Wilcox Dr., Norman. 
In cases of inclement weath-
er, meet at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

Feast of St. Augustine.

Feast of the Passion of St. 
John the Baptist. 

September

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center, OKC. Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament at 
5:30 p.m. with the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation available 
prior to Mass. Mass is at 7 
p.m. Call the Office of Family 
Life, (405) 721-8944, or Diane 
Grim at (405) 528-6252.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order 
of Saint Teresa of Calcutta, 
meeting at St. Ann Nursing 
Home, OKC. Mass at 9:30 
a.m.; meeting following. 
Contact Karen Banks (405) 
396-9086 or Toni Harrelson 
at (405) 341-2199.
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   OK Teens for Life Presents…… 

Blose Barn and Garden 

301 S. Richland Rd. • Yukon, OK 

Friday, August 25th  

6:00pm-9:00pm 

Music ◊ Sack Races ◊ Bingo ◊ Prize Wheel ◊ Prize Fishin’ ◊ Cake Walk   

 Dunk Tank ◊ Popcorn ◊ Sno Cones ◊ Pie Throwing and More! 

Tickets: E-mail okteensforlife@gmail.com by 8/20 to register.  

Include number attending.   

Registrations received by 8/20 will receive discounted pricing on barn-ival activity 
bands which are purchased the night of the event.    

Barn-ival Activity Bands allow access for kids to most of the evening  
activities. (dunk tank, cornhole, pie throwing are extra) 

Band prices: $12 each or $40/family for pre-registration or $15 
each or $50/family without pre-registration.  



“You have given up everything to follow 
someone you have grown to admire and love. 
Christ asks you to pray with him and keep 
watch for just one hour on the night before he 
dies. Instead of doing this small favor, you fall 
asleep” (Matthew 26:40). 

Can you imagine the guilt of the 12 apostles? 
Just as his apostles, we are called to spend 
time in devout prayer with the most important 
priority of our life – Jesus Christ.   

Saint Monica in Edmond, has had 24-hour 
perpetual adoration since August 2000, and 
the numbers are staggering. Over the years, 
more than 250,000 hours have been devoted to 
prayer to the Blessed Sacrament. The program 
was founded under Father Anthony Taylor, 
now Bishop Taylor of the Diocese of Little Rock, 
and features two worshippers per hour, or 336 
scheduled adorers per week, in vigil in front of 

the Blessed Sacrament, in all types of weather.   
Most churches are challenged to find volun-

teers for First Friday or 40-hour devotions. 
Saint Monica’s program is under the spiritual 

direction of Father Stephen Hamilton and coor-
dinator Rhonda Wilkinson. 

Father Hamilton said the parish was founded 
in 1993 and has been devoted to various types 
of stewardship.  

“When people think of stewardship, they 
think of financial support, but the most im-
portant part of stewardship is making Jesus 
Christ the center of your life. One way of doing 
this is the stewardship of giving your time and 
spending it with the Blessed Sacrament.”

Many of the parishes that have made com-
mitments to 24-hour adoration have been 
blessed with vocations and Saint Monica is 
among them. The first son of the parish to 
become a priest, Father Kelly Edwards, cel-
ebrated his First Mass on June 25, 2017, at 

Saint Monica. The parish has an additional two 
seminarians studying to be priests. Saint Mon-
ica also had two young women spend several 
months at the convent to discern a religious 
vocation.  

Father Hamilton and Wilkinson said some of 
the challenges of perpetual adoration are keep-
ing the lists fresh with new people. Weather 
also can play havoc with people getting to and 
from their assigned times. However, they both 
recommend that every parish consider some 
form of Blessed Sacrament devotion.

“You would like think the people who do it 
in the wee hours of the morning would be the 
biggest challenge, but they report those hours 
are the most rewarding,” Wilkinson said. 

A 4 a.m. worshipper reported, “I can give Him 
an hour - and He fills me with peace and love I 
didn’t know I had in me!”

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Edmond parish’s perpetual adoration brings 
peace, joy, vocations

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Edmond parishioner becomes leader of 
Oklahoma Knights

As the leader of more than 
8,000 Catholic men, John Pierce 
has quite a job ahead of him in 
the foreseeable future.

This past spring, he was elect-
ed state deputy at the Oklahoma 
Council of the Knights of Co-
lumbus convention. Although 
a volunteer post, Pierce quickly 
will find his plate full with an 
abundance of tasks, all designed 
to promote the faith through 
multiple acts of charity.

He’s carrying on a legacy, first 
started in 1882 by Father Mi-
chael J. McGivney in New Haven, 
Conn.

Today the Catholic, fraternal 
service family organiza-
tion has thousands of 
councils both here and 
internationally. Annually, 
millions of dollars are do-
nated to charity, matched 
by millions of volunteer 
hours.

“One of my goals will be 
to revitalize some pro-
grams which may have 
languished,” Pierce said.

He has served years 
with the state leadership 
in various posts, learning 
the group’s organization 
and honing his skills. 
Giving back isn’t new for Pierce. 
He regularly goes to Peru to help 
his wife, Cheryl, with a medical 
mission team. It’s part of his 
parish’s outreach to Santisimo 
Sacramento Parish in Piura, 
Peru. Pierce is a member of Saint 
John the Baptist in Edmond. 

The parish’s pastor in Peru is 
Father Joe Uhen, originally from 
Oklahoma City. Pierce does 
his volunteer work along with 
his full-time job with the design 
firm Benham.

His mission work is typical of 
helping the needy, one of the 
tenets of the Knights. Another 
member of Saint John, Richard 
Schulte, knows the task ahead 
for Pierce. Schulte served as 
state deputy from 1997 to 1999.

Back then, there were about 
4,500 Catholic Oklahoma men 
in the order. Today, the mem-
bership is nearly 8,200 with 74 
active councils in the state.

“I’m glad John will be leading 
us,” Schulte said. “He has prov-
en himself and is very qualified.”

Although his term began July 
1, Pierce had several tasks 
awaiting him, as he appointed 
chairmen to many programs 
managed by the Knights. 

Perhaps the top priority 
for Oklahoma Knights is in 
Okarche. It is home for The Cen-
ter of Family Love, which helps 

developmentally challenged 
adults. The Knights helped to 
found the center in 1981 and 
they continue to support 
its mission through volun-
teer efforts and an annual 
candy drive. 

Schulte said last month’s 
Gift of Love Gala at the Na-
tional Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum raised 
more than $600,000 for the 
center. 

Pierce said he will con-
centrate on membership 
retention and helping to 
expand the charitable out-
reach of the Knights. 

That covers a lot of ground 
as the Knights support clergy, 
religious retreats and strongly 

encourage devotion and partici-
pation in the faith. The Blessed 
Mother is the patroness for the 
order.

Pierce said a former state dep-
uty, Ron Schwarz, who is now an 
officer with the Knights Supreme 
in Connecticut, represented the 
national office with a donation of 

$100,000 at the state convention 
for the beatification of Father 
Stanley Rother. 

Earlier this 
year, hundreds 
of Knights were 
part of the annu-
al Catholic Men’s 
Conference in 
Norman, both as 
attendees and 
volunteers. The 
group is involved 
in pro-life activ-
ities, including 
40 Days for Life, 
and an ultra-

sound program. The Knights 
have donated several ultrasound 
machines to clinics across the 
state. The machines are used to 

enhance the health of 
both the mother and her 
unborn child.

Other Knights activi-
ties such as an annual 
bowling tournament or 
softball tournament are 
used to promote family 
activities.

As state deputy, Pierce 
will be involved with a 
lot of paperwork as well 
as meetings. Yet, he 
knows the work is im-
portant and he welcomes 
the challenge.

“I’ve always liked and admired 
being around these men because 
of their commitment to Christi-
anity,” he said. 

He encourages all Catholic 
men, not yet Knights, to consider 
membership.

Steve Gust is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

For more information about the Knights of Columbus in Oklahoma or 
on becoming a member, go online to kofcknights.org.

John Pierce


