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Go Make Disciples

Seminarians enjoy faith, fun and fellowship
The 17 seminarians of the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City gathered 
Aug. 5 to Aug. 8 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center for education, 
refl ection and, most importantly, 
fellowship. Over many late night 
games of Settlers of Catan along 
with daily discussions about their 
faith and formation, the seminar-
ians strengthened the bonds that 
will continue into the future as 
they become brother priests.

Father Joseph Irwin, director of 
seminarians for the archdiocese, 
considers the annual seminarian 
days to be vital to the formation of 
these young men.

“This is a time for the seminari-
ans to reconnect after their sum-
mer assignments and before they 
return to the various seminaries,” 
Father Irwin said. “Taking time to 
learn about the archdiocese and 
complete a service project helps 
them to build a brotherhood and 

be able to relate to each other 
better.”

Chad Thurman, from Saint 
Monica’s parish in Edmond, par-
ticipated in his fi rst seminarian 
days as the newest seminarian of 
the archdiocese. Coming from his 

experience in a fraternity at Okla-
homa State University, Thurman 
values the benefi ts of brotherhood. 
With the seminarians, however, 
he believes that their connection 
is stronger due to 
their singular com-
mitment to Christ 
and his church.

“Coming to sem-
inarian days, I had 
an initial sense of 
acceptance, fellow-
ship and support, 
which was really 
an affi rmation that 
this is where I’m 
supposed to be,” 
Thurman said. “My 
favorite moments were just hang-
ing out and joking around while 
realizing the true sense of brother-
hood that we have.”

In addition to the fellowship 
aspect, the seminarians listened 
to talks from archdiocesan priests, 

participated in a service project 
and learned about the history of 
the archdiocese. Archbishop Paul 
Coakley even opened his home to 
the seminarians and invited them 

over for dinner.
“As priests 

we are going to 
be evangelizing 
together, so this 
really gives us a 
chance to see each 
other’s strengths 
as well as our 
weaknesses,” said 
John Paul Lewis, 
of Our Lady’s Ca-
thedral parish. “It 
was also inspiring 

to realize, as we were studying the 
archdiocesan history, that we are 
working to be part of a lineage of 
priests that have done wonderful 
things for Oklahoma.”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

The seminarian class of 2014-15 for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City with Archbishop Coakley and Fathers Irwin and Hamilton. Photo by Cara 
Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Cardinal calls for international action to liberate Iraq 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis’ 
personal envoy to the suffering people 
of Iraq joined the Chaldean Catholic 
patriarch in launching an appeal to 
the international community Aug. 18, 
pleading for help to liberate villages 
controlled by the Islamic State terror-
ists and to provide the displaced with 
international protection. 

Cardinal Fernando Filoni, who has 
been in Iraq since Aug. 13 at the 
pope’s request, and Chaldean Catholic 
Patriarch Louis Sako of Baghdad said 
international action is necessary to 
provide the displaced with basic ne-
cessities like food and water, but also 
to guarantee the possibility of their 
survival in Iraq. 

In their appeal, the cardinal and 
patriarch asked nations to “take their 
moral responsibility seriously” by help-

ing to liberate villages in 
northeastern Iraq captured 
by the Islamic State mili-
tants. 

The Christians, Yezidis 
and other minorities forced 
out of their villages because 
they would not convert to 
the militants’ idea of Islam 
just want to return to their 
homes and live in peace, 
the cardinal and patriarch 
said. “The hope of these 
people must not be allowed 
to die!” 

During his Aug. 18 Mass 
for “peace and reconcil-
iation” in Seoul, South Korea, Pope 
Francis offered special prayers for Car-
dinal Filoni and for Iraq. The cardinal, 
the pope told the congregation, “was 
supposed to be with us here,” but 
instead had been sent “to the suffering 

people of Iraq, to help the 
persecuted and displaced, 
and all religious minorities 
who are suffering in that 
land. May the Lord be with 
him in his mission.” 

The Yezidi community 
is “suffering terribly be-
cause of the deaths they 
have had, the kidnapping 
of their women and their 
houses being stolen. They 
don’t know where to go,” 
the cardinal said. 

Chaldean Archbishop 
Amel Shamon Nona of Mo-
sul, Iraq, told Vatican Ra-

dio the Islamic State militants “think 
that anyone who is different from them 
does not deserve to live,” which is why, 
under the threat of violence, they tell 
Christians and Yezidis to convert or 
fl ee. 

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Children fl ee violence in 
Sinjar, Iraq. (CNS photo/
Rodi Said, Reuters)

“Coming to seminarian 
days, I had an initial 
sense of acceptance, 
fellowship and support, 
which was really an affi r-
mation that this is where 
I’m supposed to be.”

Archbishop Paul 
Coakley announced 
Aug. 2 that the Posi-
tio for the Servant of 
God Father Stanley 
F. Rother is complete 
– the next step in 
the Cause of Canon-
ization. Archbishop 
Coakley and Doctor 
Andrea Ambrosi,  will 
present the Positio to 
the Vatican on Sept. 
3.

See page 16 for 
the full story.

Archbishop Coakley and Sr. Marita Rother (Fr. Rother’s 
sister) with the Positio. Photo by María Ruiz Scaperlanda.
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Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Aug. 26 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center
Aug. 28 – Catholic Charities Board Meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offi ce
Sept. 1-5 – Annual Dicastery visits with Catholic Relief Services Board, Rome, Italy
Sept. 3 – Meeting with Congregation for Causes of Saints, 12:15 p.m., to present Positio for Cause of Canon-
ization of Servant of God Father Stanley Francis Rother
Sept. 7 – Mass and 125th Anniversary Celebration, 10:30 a.m., Saint Mary Church, Guthrie

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

In my last two columns I wrote about the so-called 
“black mass” that has been scheduled at our Civ-
ic Center in Oklahoma City. I do not want to write 
about it again. A quick scan of the alarming threats 
to peace and stability around the world might make 
all the attention we are focusing on this “black mass” 
seem incredibly myopic.

We have all seen the troubling images and heard 
the alarming reports. The accounts of Christians be-
ing beheaded and crucifi ed by ISIS in Iraq are raising 
concerns about genocide. Christians have now been 
expelled from the city of Mosul in northern Iraq where 
they had lived peacefully for more than 1,500 years.

The simmering kettle of unrest throughout the Mid-
dle East seems ready to boil over with unthinkable 
consequences. Civil war in Syria rages on. Hundreds 
of thousands of persons have been displaced, fl ooding 
neighboring countries with refugees and creating a 
humanitarian disaster in the region.

The seemingly endless confl ict between Israelis and 
Palestinians has fl ared up again in Gaza, leading to 
tragic losses of life on both sides of the militarized 
border. By far, the great majority of victims in this 
savage confl ict have been innocent civilians, especial-
ly women and children.

Troubling news of civil war in Ukraine and high 
stakes saber rattling are raising the specter of the re-
newal of Cold War hostilities between East and West.

Tens of thousands of children, driven from their 
homes in Central America by violence and fear, have 
made the perilous journey to our borders where they 
seek safety and security.

Closer to home we are witnessing a rapid erosion of 
our religious liberties and the gradual, but relentless, 
efforts to marginalize religious institutions to prevent 
them from assuming their proper place in civil soci-
ety: serving the poor and marginalized, caring for the 
sick, and so much more. Marriage, historically rec-
ognized as the bedrock of family and society, is being 
redefi ned by our civil courts, so as to render the term 

itself meaningless.
Where does it end? We 

are witnessing massive 
social and civil unrest 
around the globe. I am 
citing this catalogue of 
dangers not to alarm, 
but only to point out 
that this is the context 
in which we ought to 
understand what is 
taking place with the 
unexpected intrusion of this “black mass” threat in 
our community.

Perhaps the silver lining presented by this sacri-
legious act (if there can be one) is that it will be a 
wake-up call. Perhaps it will serve as a reminder that 
behind many of the alarming threats to our human 
family, our nation and our own lives, lurks something 
more insidious than ignorance, human weakness or 
even political or ideological differences.

Saint Paul reminds us, “For our struggle is not with 
fl esh and blood but with the principalities, with the 
powers, with the world rulers of this present dark-
ness, with the evil spirits in the heavens” (Eph 6:10). 
Why is it that even in the Church we rarely speak 
of such things? This is an integral part of our faith. 
Jesus Christ has come to disarm these principalities 
and powers, to conquer Satan and to claim victory 
through the power of his Cross and Resurrection. 
He calls us to repent of our sins and to believe in his 
victory.

As people of faith we do not lose heart, or lose hope. 
Christ has conquered. We conquer in Christ! “Final-
ly, draw your strength from the Lord and from his 
mighty power. Put on the armor of God so that you 
may be able to stand fi rm against the tactics of the 
devil” (Eph 6:10,11).

Let’s not give the devil more credit than he de-
serves.  Jesus Christ is Lord!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

JESUS CHRIST IS LORD!

Archbishop Coakley Files Lawsuit to Halt 
Desecration of Stolen Host in Planned ‘Black Mass’
In a lawsuit fi led Wednesday in 

Oklahoma County District Court, 
Archbishop Paul Coakley asked 
a judge to halt the desecration of 
a stolen Eucharistic Host as part 
of a planned satanic ‘black mass’ 
at Oklahoma City’s Civic Center 
Music Hall.

The stolen consecrated Host, 
which was obtained illicitly from a 
Catholic church, is to be desecrat-
ed “in the vilest ways imaginable” 
as an offering in sacrifi ce to Satan. 
This specifi c satanic ritual known 
as a ‘black mass’ is intended as a 
deliberate attack on the Catholic 
Mass as well as the foundational 
beliefs of all Christians with the 
stated purpose of mocking the 
Catholic faith. 

“I have been heartened by the 
international and multifaith sup-
port we’ve received in solidarity 
against this public satanic ritual 
planned next month in Oklahoma 
City. While I continue to call on 

all Catholics, Chris-
tians and people of 
good will to pray daily 
for cancelation of the 
so-called ‘black mass,’ 
I have taken a legal 
step to combat this 
blasphemous and 
obscene inversion of 
the Catholic Mass,” 
said Archbishop Paul 
Coakley, archbishop 
of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. 

“Catholics believe Jesus Christ 
is truly present under the form of 
bread and wine in the Holy Eu-
charist and it is the source and 
summit of our faith. The local 
organizers of this satanic inversion 
intend to use a stolen consecrat-
ed Host obtained illicitly from a 
Catholic church to desecrate it 
as a sacrifi ce to Satan. Through 
this legal action, I hope to prevent 
desecration of the Host and have it 

rightly returned to the 
Church.”

Archbishop Coakley 
has made repeated 
requests for the city’s 
leaders to cancel the 
satanic ritual in a 
publicly funded facil-
ity, but has received 
no indication that the 
city intends to prevent 
the event from taking 
place.

Specifi cally, the 
lawsuit requests the return of the 
host as stolen property and a court 
order against its destruction. 

Archbishop Coakley continues 
to call on the faithful to pray the 
Prayer to Saint Michael the Arch-
angel at the end of every Mass, 
and asks that each parish conduct 
a Eucharistic Holy Hour with Ben-
ediction.

For a copy of the lawsuit, go to 
www.archokc.org.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

 Beginning Aug. 25, visit 
the “Picture Gallery” at 
soonercatholic.org to view 
more photos of Seminarian 
Days and Back to School 
events.

On his fl ight back from 
South Korea, where he 
beatifi ed 124 martyrs, Pope 
Francis gave another inter-
view. Read what he had to 
say about Iraq and a possi-
ble visit to the U.S. in our 
online “News” section.

With the sad news of the 
death of comedian Robin 
Williams, Catholic News 
Service has published a 
column on getting help for 
depression. 

Check our online “Briefs” 
section for more informa-
tion on upcoming events, 
including the Red Mass 
for judges, attorneys and 
government offi cials, and 
the next 40 Days for Life, 
beginning in September.

Do you live outside of 
Oklahoma City? We’re look-
ing for freelance reporters 
to cover events around the 
archdiocese. Email editor 
Diane Clay at 
DClay@ArchOKC.org.

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

 (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Vatican opens gardens of summer villa
CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy — The aisle is 

paved with stone from an ancient Roman road; 
the apse is made of carefully trimmed evergreen 
bushes; the columns are tall, thin cypress trees; 
and the nave is a lily pond, complete with gold 
fi sh.

Welcoming visitors to “our outdoor church” 
in Castel Gandolfo, Osvaldo Gianoli explains, 
“It has always been a place of prayer for the 
popes.”

Thanks to a very rainy July, damp and dark 
woods separate the area — formally known as 
the Garden of the Little Madonna — from the 
expertly groomed Boulevard of the Oaks in the 
gardens of the papal villas at Castel Gandolfo.

So far, Pope Francis has resisted joining the 
list of popes who have taken up temporary res-
idence in Castel Gandolfo, praying and recit-
ing the rosary in the garden 13 miles south of 
Rome.

In the meantime, Gianoli said, the pope 
“strongly desired that (the villas) be opened as 
a sign of sharing something unique, a common 
good, and so wanted this opening to share the 
gardens with the public.”

Gianoli, who was named director of the papal 
villas at Castel Gandolfo in December, has the 
challenge of fulfi lling Pope Francis’ mandate to 
welcome the public while at the same time pre-
serving the historic gardens and ensuring they 
can fulfi ll their main purpose: as a place of quiet 
relaxation for the pope and his top aides.

The papal property at Castel Gandolfo ex-
tends over 135 acres — compared to the 108.7 
acres of Vatican City — and includes 17 acres of 
formal gardens, three residences and a working 
farm.

The formal Italian gardens, planted in the 
1930s, are a meticulously maintained historic, 
artistic and botanical treasure, Gianoli said. The 

emphasis on symmetry and geometric topiary — 
the hedges are trimmed fl at or carefully rounded 
— is meant to refl ect and extend the architec-
ture of the main buildings to the outdoors.

The other treasure on the property is the 
fi rst-century ruins of the summer villa of Roman 
Emperor Domitian, who reigned in 81-96. 

Since March the Vatican has been offering a 
90-minute guided tour of the formal gardens 
and the Roman ruins. Gianoli said 2,200 peo-
ple visited in the fi rst four months, and “I have 
another 2,000 who have reservations.”

Editor’s Note: Reservations are obligatory for 
the garden tour and are handled online through 
the Vatican Museums at http://www.museivat-
icani.va/3_EN/pages/MV_Home.html. A related 
video can be viewed at http://youtu.be/F0iKp-
pfmBVY.

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

The Belvedere Garden with its bushes and fl owers carefully 
trimmed into geometric shapes is one of the historic sections 
of the papal villas in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, that Pope Francis 
ordered to be open to the public. (CNS photo/Henry Daggett)

Visitors take advantage of Pope Francis’ invitation to visit the 
gardens of the papal villas at Castel Gandolfo, Italy. The pope 
has decided not to move to the villa for the summer, but want-
ed to share their natural beauty and historic importance with 
the public. (CNS photo/Alessia Giuliani, Catholic Press Photo)

First black priests in U.S. ‘opened door for rest of us,’ says pastor 
MOBILE, Ala. — Black Catho-

lic bishops, priests, deacons and 
religious brothers who gathered in 
Mobile for an annual joint con-
ference celebrated the 80th anni-
versary of the fi rst class of black 
priests who were educated and 
ordained in the U.S. 

“As we begin our preparations for 
the 50th anniversary of the Nation-
al Black Catholic Clergy Caucus, 
it is important for us to remember 
those pioneers who came before 
us,” said Father Kenneth Taylor, 
president of the caucus. 

“These men who were educated 
and ordained here in the United 
States opened the door for the rest 
of us. Because of what they did, we 
can do what we do,” added Father 
Taylor, who is pastor of the Church 
of the Holy Angels in Indianapolis. 

The clergy caucus holds an 
annual joint conference with the 
National Black Sisters’ Confer-
ence, the National Black Catholic 
Seminarians’ Association and the 
National Association of Black Cath-
olic Deacons. 

This year’s joint conference took 
place July 27-31 in Mobile, where 
the Knights of Peter Claver and La-
dies Auxiliary national convention 
took place July 25-30. Some events 
of the two meetings overlapped. 

A highlight of the joint confer-
ence was a review of the history of 

black Catholic priests ministering 
in the United States. Auxiliary 
Bishop Joseph N. Perry of Chicago 
also gave a progress report on the 
sainthood cause for Father Augus-
tus Tolton. 

According to the clergy caucus, 
the Society of the Divine Word, a 
German-based missionary order, 
took on the challenge of formation 
of black clergy for America’s black 
Catholic parishes. 

In 1934, four black men educat-
ed in the U.S. were ordained Divine 
Word priests: Fathers Anthony 
Bourges, Maurice Rousseve, Vin-
cent Smith and Francis Wade. All 
four suffered racial hatred “from 
within the church and in American 
society,” the caucus noted. 

Their ordination came more than 
40 years after the fi rst self-ac-
knowledged black priest, Father 
Charles Uncles, was ordained in 
the U.S. — in 1891. A native of 
Baltimore, he was educated at a 
Quebec seminary. 

In 1893, Father Uncles was part 
of a small group that re-organized 
a mission society devoted to freed-
men to create St. Joseph’s Society 
of the Sacred Heart, known bet-
ter as the Josephite Fathers and 
Brothers, to serve the black Catho-
lic community. 

Father James Healy (1830-1900) 
was the fi rst black Catholic priest 
and later the fi rst black Catho-
lic bishop in the U.S. His brother 
Father Patrick Healy was the fi rst 
black Jesuit. Both were ordained 
in Paris, James in 1854 and Pat-
rick in 1864. They were born into a 
mixed-race family of 10 children in 
Georgia. 

“Both of these priests passed as 
white and found no racial barri-
ers in their pursuits,” the caucus 
report said. 

Father Tolton (1854-1897), a 

former slave, was educated in 
Rome and ordained there in 1886. 
He founded the fi rst black Catholic 
church in Chicago. The Archdio-
cese of Chicago formally opened 
his sainthood cause in 2010. In a 
progress report on his cause, Bish-
op Perry said two cures for which 
there is believed to be no medical 
explanation have been submitted 
to church offi cials for verifi cation. 

In general one miracle attribut-
ed to the sainthood candidate’s 
intercession is needed for beatifi ca-
tion, and a second such miracle is 
needed for canonization. 

During the conference the Na-
tional Black Catholic Clergy Cau-
cus presented its Brother Joseph 
Davis Award for lifetime achieve-
ment to retired Auxiliary Bishop 
Dominic Carmon of New Orleans. 

During its business meeting the 
caucus also formally established 
a committee to oversee events to 
mark its 50th anniversary, which 
will be celebrated in April 2018. 

Precious Blood Father Clarence 
Williams, who is vice president of 
the caucus, was named chairman 
of the committee. 

By starting plans for the anniver-
sary now, “we hope to encourage 
the black Catholic community and 
the church in general to refl ect on 
our life changing journey of the 
last 46 years,” Father Williams said 
in a statement. 

By Catholic News Service 

Father Augustine Tolton, also known as Au-
gustus, is pictured in a photo from an undated 
portrait card. Born into slavery in Missouri, he 
was ordained a priest April 24, 1886. The can-
onization cause of Father Tolton, the fi rst U.S. 
diocesan priest of African descent, was opened 
in Chicago earlier in March. (CNS photo/cour-
tesy of Archdiocese of Chicago Archives and 
Records Center)



I spent last weekend on the Tex-
as coast, watching my 7-month-
old daughter interact with another 
baby her age, the son of an old 
friend. The parents watched as my 
little Sofi a crawled circles around 
baby Ira. Next was Ira’s impressive 
catch of a falling toy — a nota-
ble event if enacted by an adult 
and downright extraordinary for 
a baby. We compared notes on 
baby talk, teeth and favorite foods 
— and, of course, we delighted in 
their interactions.

Driving home, I felt refreshed by 
the new mom talk and even the 
comparisons, and I realized how 
rare this was. We were able to take 
pleasure in the personalities and 
differences of our children, rather 
than isolate ourselves with feelings 
of inadequacy and jealousy. Ira’s 
simple contentment with the toy 
in his hand led me to appreciate 
this trait in him while relishing the 
boundless exploration that results 
from the opposite trait in my own 
daughter.  

Delighting in difference: What a 
contrast from what I so often see 
in myself and my millennial peers. 

So often, looking at the lives and 
personalities of others incites envy 
rooted in feelings of defi ciency and 
lack. On Facebook, we see that a 
college classmate had an idyllic 
Boston wedding before a Costa 
Rican honeymoon, an old acquain-
tance is graduating from Harvard 
Medical School, and a formerly 
close friend just bought a beautiful 
house. Once, I looked green-eyed 
at photos of an old colleague’s new 
fl at in London before I even real-
ized that I don’t actually want to 
live in London.

Fortunately for us, God himself, 
who exists as three persons in one, 
models the ideal attitude toward 
difference. In the Trinity, we see 
the Father and the Son delight in 
each other, with the Spirit as their 
mutual delight. The Father regards 
the Son’s humanity and his eter-
nally begotten image, the Spirit, 
with delight.

Early Church Father Athanasius 
said, “When was it then that the 
Father did not rejoice? But if he 
has always rejoiced, then there 
was always the one in whom he 
rejoiced. In whom, then, does the 

Father rejoice (cf. Prv 8:30), except 
by seeing himself in his own image 
(eikoni), which is his Word? … 
And how does the Son too rejoice, 
except by seeing himself in the 
Father” (Orations 2.2).

The Trinity models the delight 
in difference that we are called to 
have in response to other’s gifts, 
talents and fortunes. Enjoying the 
gifts of others mirrors the self-gift 
and receptivity of Trinitarian love. 
In other words, it isn’t enough to 
stop comparing ourselves to oth-
ers, including those we “see” only 
on social media. We must go a step 
further and delight in their gifts, 
talents and very lives.

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is 
a freelance columnist for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Delighting in difference
Anamaría 

Scaperlanda 
Biddick

For the Sooner 
Catholic

In 1989, as the Cold War entered 
the bottom of the ninth inning, po-
litical scientist Francis Fukuyama 
wrote a memorable essay entitled 
“The End of History?” And despite 
the question mark in the article’s 
title, the argument resolved itself 
in a straightforward answer: “Yes.” 
It was a nifty bit of Hegelian rea-
soning, fi ltered through the think-
ing of a Russian-born Frenchman 
named Alexandre Kojève, and it fi t 
the temper of the times perfectly: 
communism was collapsing; the 

great debates of the past two cen-
turies were being resolved in the 
victory of market-based economies 
and democracy over state-based 
economies and authoritarianism; 
“history,” understood in grand 
philosophical terms, was over; and 
while things were likely to be more 
peaceful, they were also likely to 
be more boring. 

In a Wall Street Journal arti-

cle two months ago, my friend 
Fukuyama revisited his 1989 
essay and began with the obvious: 
“The year 2014 feels very different 
from 1989.” Indeed. Authoritari-
anism is resurgent in Russia and 
China. Radical Islam is roiling 
world politics along a band of po-
litical confl ict and anti-Christian 
persecution running from the west 
coast of Senegal to the eastern 
edge of Indonesia. Various socialist 
experiments are trying a comeback 
in Latin America. But Fukuyama 

stuck to his analytic guns, arguing 
that, while he’s learned a lot more 
about political development than 
he knew a quarter-century ago, 
and while different peoples are go-
ing to get there at different times, 
democracy and the free economy 
would still characterize the “end of 
history.” 

When Frank Fukuyama’s orig-
inal essay appeared, I wrote that 

“history” would continue because 
“history” was more than politics 
and economics. History was also 
literature and art, religious con-
viction and moral passion: history 
was driven by culture, an idea I 
learned from Pope St. John Paul II. 

 From the perspective of Cath-
olic social doctrine, democratic 
self-governance is not inevitable, 
it’s only possible; and its possibil-
ity can never be taken for granted. 
Even established democracies can 
decay, to the point where what 
Benedict XVI called the “dicta-
torship of relativism”—the use of 
coercive state power to impose re-
gimes of lifestyle libertinism in the 
name of tolerance, while marginal-
izing those who object in the name 
of classic moral truths.

It takes a certain critical mass 
of citizens, living certain habits of 
mind and heart, to make democ-
racy and the free economy work 
properly. The formation of those 
habits is an essential task of the 
free associations of civil society, 
and the Church plays a critical 
role in shaping the moral under-
standings that animate those free 
associations. “History” continues 
because the task of forming the 
virtuous citizens that make free-
dom work never ends. 

George Weigel is Distinguished 
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center in Washington, 
D.C.

Is history really over? 

George Weigel
Public Policy 

Center

Kurdish “peshmerga” troops stand guard against Islamic State militants on the outskirts of 
the province of Ninevah, Iraq, Aug. 6. (CNS photo/Reuters)
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Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 2014 seminary class

Rev. Mr. Aaron 
Foshee

St. Meinrad 
Seminary
Theology 4
Our Lady’s 
Cathedral

Rev. Mr. Daniel 
Grover

St. Meinrad 
Seminary
Theology 4
St. Andrew – Moore

 Rev. Mr. Lance 
Warren

St. Meinrad
Seminary
Theology 4
Immaculate 
Conception – 
Marlow

John Lewis
St. John Vianney 
Seminary
Theology 3
Our Lady’s 
Cathedral

Matt Thomason 
St. John Vianney 
Seminary
Theology 2
St. John Nepomuk – 
Yukon

Kelly Edwards
St. Meinrad 
Seminary
Theology 2
St. John Nepomuk – 
Yukon

Edwin Nalagan 
St. Meinrad 
Seminary
Theology 2
St. Eugene- OKC

Vuong Luong
St. Meinrad 
Seminary
Theology 1
Our Lady’s 
Cathedral

Alex Kroll
St. John Vianney 
Seminary
Spirituality Year
St. Francis Xavier– 
Enid

Zachary Boazman
St. John Vianney 
Seminary
Pre –Theology 2 
St. Thomas More - 
Norman

William Banowsky
St. Meinrad 
Seminary
Pre-Theology 2
St. Thomas More – 
Norman

Jerome Krug
Conception 
Seminary College
College Senior
St. Monica – 
Edmond

John Herrera
Conception 
Seminary College
College Senior
St. Joseph – 
Norman

Rodrigo  Serna
Seminario Hispano 
de Santa Maria de 
Guadalupe
Philosophy 3
Parroquia Señor del 
Salitre

Tomas Sandoval
Conception 
Seminary College
College Junior
St. Monica – 
Edmond

Martin Parizek
Conception 
Seminary College
College Sophomore 
St. John Nepomuk 
– Yukon

Chad Thurman
Conception 
Seminary College
College Sophomore
St. Monica - 
Edmond

Seminar ian 
Days 2014

This year, during seminarian 
days the seminarians visited St. 
Francis Xavier church in Enid. 
They went on a tour and were 
given a talk on the history of the 
church.  The seminarians also 
did service work as well as con-
tinuing education and time with 
Archbishop Coakley.
Photos by Alex Kroll and Zachary 
Boazman.
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Meet Our 
Sisters

This is part of a series to intro-
duce the religious sisters of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
The sisters all serve here in 
Oklahoma.

Sister Barbara Joseph Foley, 
CST

What community do you belong to? Carmelite 
Sisters of St. Therese of the Infant Jesus.

What is your ministry in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City? Director of Sister BJ’s Pantry 
for the Homeless, OKC; Community Treasurer, 
to assist the bookkeeper and accountant  with 
the congregational funds; and consult compe-
tent advisors regarding temporal goods and fi -
nances; prepare reports to the General Superior 
regarding fi nances. First Counselor, assistant to 
the General Superior and acts in her place when 
delegated to do so or when the General Superior 
is absent or prevented from fi lling her duties.

When, and at what age, did you enter the con-
vent? I entered the Carmelite Sisters in 1996 at 
age 42.

When did you take your fi nal vows? In 2001.
When, and how, did you fi rst discern a call to 

the religious life? Around 1992, and by praying 
before the Blessed Sacrament.

What has surprised you the most in your voca-
tion? The grace that you receive from the Lord 
over and over again.

What is the most fulfi lling part of your voca-
tion? That people trust and will ask you to pray 
for them.

What is your advice to young women who are 
in the process of discerning their vocation? Seek 
a spiritual director and pray before the Blessed 
Sacrament - it is in your heart that you will hear 
the Lord speaking.

The Oklahoma Congregation of Carmelite 
Sisters of St. Therese of the Infant Jesus, a 
diocesan apostolic congregation, was founded in 
1917 at Bentley, OK, by Father Edward Soler, 
OCD, for the purpose of care and education 
of the young, especially among families of the 
poor. In 1919, the yoke of leadership was placed 
upon Mother Agnes Cavanaugh, who became 
our fi rst general superior. On Dec. 27, 1928, the 
congregation received canonical approbation. 
In 1937, the congregation was aggregated to 
the Discalced Carmelite Order. The Sisters have 
served in the Archdiocese of OKC for more than 
90 years.

Edmond student joins
Nashville Dominican Sisters  

When Veronica Allen was only 10 years old, 
a seminarian described his vocation story to 
her and she began to feel God calling her to 
religious life. Nine years later, Allen, 19, a pa-
rishioner at Saint Monica’s Catholic Church 
in Edmond, embarked on her own vocational 
journey when she joined the Dominican Sis-
ters of Saint Cecilia this month in Nashville. 

 “Throughout my life, the idea of religious 
life just kept coming back over and over again 
until I realized that this could be God’s plan 
for my life,” said Allen, a former University of 
Central Oklahoma student. “When I sat down 
and talked to my parents, they told me it was 
something I could defi nitely do with my life. 
They were so supportive 
and really helped me fi nd 
the right order for me.”

 After Allen realized 
entering a religious order 
was a real possibility, she 
began to research various 
religious orders through 
the website www.imagi-
nesisters.org. Upon the 
suggestion of Father Cory 
Stanley, Allen attended 
a retreat at the mother-
house of the Dominican 
Sisters of Saint Cecilia, 
or Nashville Dominicans, 
a thriving community 
of sisters dedicated to 
Catholic education.

 “Before the retreat, 
my mom persuaded me to go with an open 
heart and seek God’s will for my life,” Allen 
said. “While I was there, I loved the lifestyle 
of the sisters. I think that is what attracted 
me. They are normal people who don’t just 
sit around and pray all day. When I got back 
home, I told my mom that I felt at home 
there.”

 Unlike many women’s religious orders, the 
Nashville Dominicans are not hurting for vo-
cations. This year, 19 young women, includ-
ing Allen, began their postulant year after a 
short retreat and simple pinning ceremony. 
For the next year, her fellow sisters will refer 
to her as Sister Veronica and she will begin to 
pursue a college degree in education. In ad-
dition, she will immerse herself in Dominican 
spirituality along with learning how to live in 

a community. At the conclusion of her pos-
tulant year, she will receive a new religious 
name and the habit of the community. 

 Allen’s parents are overjoyed that she is 
following God’s call, and hope more parents 
can promote vocational discernment in their 
own families.

 “I think Catholic parents need to encour-
age young people to consider what it is God is 
calling them to do,” said Kara Allen, Veroni-
ca’s mother. “Help them to fi nd the strengths 
God has given them and look for places to 
use those strengths. Don’t be discouraged 
yourself at the possible loss of a daughter to 
religious life, it’s such a blessing and so won-
derful a grace for the family.”

 Saint Monica’s, where the Allens are 

parishioners, has proved itself to be fertile 
ground for vocations. With four young men in 
seminary and now one young woman enter-
ing a convent, Father Stephen Hamilton said 
he thinks their example will inspire many 
more vocations from the youth of their par-
ish.

 “It is as if that message is amplifi ed when 
young people can see in real fl esh and blood 
around them that other young people are re-
ally answering such vocational calls,” Father 
Hamilton said.  “My young people know that 
the call is real and it is happening around 
them. And when young people see that, they 
can’t as easily push away a call in their own 
lives.”    

 Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Veronica Allen with her family at the Dominican Sisters of Saint Cecilia convent in 
Nashville. Photo provided.

This summer, the fi ve new priests 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
spent a week in Crested Butte, Colo. 
Each new priest of the archdiocese 
attends this retreat, which helps him 
move from seminary formation to the 
active ministry of parish life.

This is “the biggest transition of a 
priest’s life,” according to Father Scott 
Boeckman, Vicar for Priests for the 
archdiocese.

Though the new priests relax and 
enjoy the outdoors on their retreat, the 
week also includes orientation classes 
and time to develop the fraternity that 
exists between the priests of Oklaho-
ma.

Since some of the new priests went 
to different seminaries, there was also 
time to establish new relationships.

 “Now I feel that there is a much 

greater bond of brotherhood between 
us as we move forward into ministry. 
It will help all of us become better 
priests, serving the people of God with 
a unifi ed outlook instead of a lone 
ranger perspective,” said Father Chris-
topher Brashears, the associate pastor 
of Christ the King in Oklahoma City.

Father Brashears will return to 
Rome in the fall to study canon law. 
The other new priests are Father 
Cristobal De Loera, the new associate 
pastor at Saint Eugene’s in Oklahoma 
City, Father Linh Bui, associate pastor 
at Saint John the Baptist in Edmond, 
Father Carson Krittenbrink, associ-
ate pastor of Saint Francis Xavier in 
Enid and Father Tim Ruckel, associate 
pastor of Saint Charles Borromeo in 
Oklahoma City. All fi ve were ordained 
to the priesthood on June 28.

Fraternity of priesthood
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Saint Mary’s in Guthrie to mark 125th anniversary

On Sunday, Sept. 7, Saint Mary’s church in 
Guthrie will celebrate its 125th anniversary. The 
10:30 a.m. Mass will be celebrated by Archbish-
op Paul Coakley, Archbishop Emeritus Eusebi-
us Beltran and Father Charles Murphy, Saint 
Mary’s pastor.

Saint Mary’s history is closely tied to the state’s 
history and to the continued presence of the 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma.

The fi rst church building, a wood frame struc-
ture, was dedicated on Sept. 8, 1889, the Feast 
of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. At that 
time, it was hoped that Guthrie would become 
the capitol when the Oklahoma Territory became 
a state.  

Bishop Theophile Meerschaert, then Vicar 
Apostolate of the Indian Territory, established his 
residence in Guthrie in September of 1891. When 
Oklahoma became a diocese in 1905, the bish-
op moved to Oklahoma City. When Oklahoma 
became a state in 1907, Oklahoma City became 
the capitol.

Saint Mary’s original structure was eventually 
razed and replaced with the current church, ded-
icated on Dec. 27, 1921, the Feast of Saint John 
the Evangelist.

Saint Mary’s has invited former pastors to 
attend the anniversary, including Father Robert 

Wood, current pastor of Saint Mark’s in Norman. 
Father Wood was pastor of Saint Mary’s from 
June, 2010, to July, 2013.

Father Wood recalled that on hot summer days 
when the grass had died back, the foundation of 
the fi rst church could be seen. “The outline of the 

original church is still there,” he said, a reminder 
of Saint Mary’s long history.

Father Wood believes that the church bell is 
the original “from the Land Run Church.”  When 
he arrived as pastor, the bell had not been rung 
in more than 10 years. A new wheel and a motor-
ized ringer were installed, and today Saint Mary’s 
bell again rings to call parishioners to worship.

The anniversary Mass will be followed by a 
lunch buffet for parishioners and invited guests.  
Father Murphy said the celebration “is a testi-
mony to the pioneering people who started the 
church here, and it’s exciting to know that we 
have a great history in our own parish.”

Church Secretary Kim Elliston has been gath-
ering photographs to record Saint Mary’s history. 
A slide show of the photos, prepared by parishio-
ner Joe Staudt, will be featured at the reception. 
Ellison has collected more than 300 photos.

Recently, church staff and parishioners were 
surprised and excited when a large photo of the 
new church’s dedication in 1921 was received. 
Father Wood notes that “only in Guthrie would a 
94-year-old church be called new.”

Ellison said the photo shows Bishop Meer-
schaert and others in front of the newly dedi-
cated church. It is signed by Father John Van 
Gastel, pastor, “on the Feast of Saint John the 
Evangelist, to T.P. McNally.” McNally was a mem-
ber of Saint Mary’s Board of Trustees. 

Ellison plans to have the photo copied, framed 
and permanently displayed at Saint Mary’s as a 
souvenir of the parish’s wonderful history.

J. E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic and an adjunct professor of English at 
several area colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

St. Mary’s church and Benedictine convent, Guthrie, Thanksgiving Day 1889. 
Photo from the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City’s archives. 

Franciscan friars in Pakistan celebrate 75 years of mission

Karachi, Pakistan — The Fran-
ciscan friary in Pakistan’s largest 
city, Karachi, celebrated its plati-
num jubilee earlier this month on 
the feast of Our Lady of the Angels 
of Porziuncola, an important ob-
servance in their tradition.

“We are grateful to God for being 
with us for the past many years,” 
Archbishop Sebastian Shaw, 
O.F.M., of Lahore, preached during 
the Aug. 2 Mass of thanksgiving 
for the 75th anniversary of the 
friary.

Karachi’s Porziuncola friary was 
established in 1940, and is home 
to Observant Franciscans serving 
in the city.

The friary’s guardian, Fr. You-
nis Hussain, O.F.M., welcomed 
Archbishop Shaw; the local ordi-
nary, Archbishop Joseph Coutts; 
members of other religious orders; 
and local lay faithful to the friary’s 
chapel for the Mass celebrating the 
community’s jubilee year.

Archbishop Shaw preached, 
refl ecting on the charity to which 
the friary has witnessed with its 
service and faith formation over 
the years.

He himself joined the Order of 

Friars Minor in 1989, and re-
fl ected on the friary as a “mother 
house”, saying, “the friary has 
loved us fi rst, and we have grown 
in the bosom of this friary … this 
love should not be contained and 
remain with us only, but is meant 
to be shared with all those around 
us.”

“Keep alive the uniqueness of our 
Franciscan identity,” he exhort-
ed the friars. “Friars Minor is our 
identity, and we must retain this, 
and let it remain that way” in the 
service of the Church.

Karachi’s Porziuncola friary is 
named for the parish church, orig-

inally built in the fourth century, 
which was rebuilt by St. Francis 
of Assisi in obedience to Christ’s 
command to “rebuild my church.”

Aug. 2 is observed as the dedica-
tion of the Porziuncola, and is the 
occasion of a plenary indulgence.

Fr. Yusuf Bagh, O.F.M., head of 
the Custody of St. John the Baptist 
of Pakistan, said that it was a great 
honor for the friars to be joined by 
the bishops for their jubilee.

He recalled the long-standing 
tradition whereby the Archbishop 
of Karachi would regularly pay vis-
its to the friary, being present for 
its special ceremonies and celebra-

tions among the friars.
“I wish this tradition to be con-

tinued,” Fr. Bagh said. “We need 
continued reciprocal support as we 
pray for the well-being of zealously 
continuing the mission of evangeli-
zation in the region.”

The Observant Franciscans came 
to Karachi from the Netherlands in 
1934, and opened their friary six 
years later.

Bishop Coutts recalled that 
“when the foundation stone of the 
friary was laid, Pakistan was not 
yet independent. The mission to 
Sindh (Karachi’s province) and Ba-
lochistan was run from Bombay. 
Karachi was not yet a diocese, and 
therefore the bishop came from 
Lahore to bless the Porziuncola 
friary.”

Asif Nazir, a local catechist and 
teacher, told CNA Aug. 18 that “the 
Franciscan missionaries have been 
a benchmark for their apostolic 
mission of love, service, peace, and 
interreligious dialogue with the 
diverse communities of Pakistan.”

Pakistan’s population is about 
97 percent Muslim, with Hindus 
and Christians each constituting 
nearly two percent of the total 
population.

“The outline of the original 
church is still there,” a 
reminder of Saint Mary’s 
long history.

The Observant Franciscans of Karachi’s Porziuncola friary celebrate their community’s 75th 
anniversary, Aug. 2, 2014. Photo by Fr. Younis Hussain, O.F.M.

By Antonio Anup Gonsalves 
CNA/EWTN News
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The “Sooner Catholic” would 
love to share your photos from 
parish events throughout the 
archdiocese. Please send photos 

to Brianna Osborne at 
tips@archokc.org. Limit photos 
to one per e-mail or provide a 
Dropbox link.

Got a great photo of a parish event?

It’s back to school time across the archdiocese!

Syro-Malabar inter-parish sports festival 

The fi rst ever Inter-Parish Sports 
Festival of the Syro-Malabar Catho-
lic Churches of Oklahoma and Tex-
as was held Aug. 15-17 at Millwood 
Public Schools in northeast Okla-
homa City.

All eight Syro-Malabar parishes in 
the Texas-Oklahoma region partic-
ipated – seven from Texas as well 
as Oklahoma City’s Holy Family 
parish. More than 300 competitors 
played for trophies in basketball, 
volleyball, throw-ball, table tennis, 
badminton, chess, carons, card 
games and tug-of-war. In all, some 
3,000 people attended the weekend 
event.

The Syro-Malabar Rite, with its 
roots in Kerala, India, is in full 

communion with Rome. It is one of 
more than 20 rites in the Roman 
Catholic Church, and its founding 
is traced back to St. Thomas the 
Apostle.

While some games began Friday 
evening, the formal opening cere-
mony took place Saturday in the 
Millwood Field House with inau-
guration by Father Paul Zahler, 
O.S.B., of St. Gregory’s University. 

Father Paul Kottackal, pastor of 
Holy Family parish, noted that “the 
whole community has been working 
hard to host this event.”  

Vinoy Kurian, coordinator for St. 
Joseph’s in Houston, said it is “a 
chance to promote the unity of our 
Church; a chance to meet other 
Catholic youth.”

Philip Antony of Holy Family 

served as fi nance manager, and he 
believes that events like this help to 
bring the youth to the church.

Sophia George came from St. 
Thomas the Apostle parish in 
Garland, Texas, to play throw-ball.  
She said that while events like 
these “help us to get together, to 
meet other people,” they also are 
“a way to increase our faith. We 
always pray to win.”

The last day was marked by a cel-
ebration of Holy Mass in the Syro-
Malabar Rite in the Field House. 
With the conclusion of ceremonies 
in the early afternoon, many par-
ticipants appeared tired but with 
happy faces as they headed home, 
trophies in hand.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

SGU student walks across country in 
support of pro-life movement

Shawnee, Okla. – On May 24, St. Gregory’s 
junior Lauren Mach joined college students from 
around the country to walk across the United 
States in hopes of educating and raising aware-
ness on a grassroots level as part of the 20th 
Annual Crossroads Pro-Life Walk. The walk began 
on the west coast and will end Aug. 16 in Wash-
ington, D.C. at a pro-life rally at the Capitol. 

“Our mission is to witness the dignity and sanc-
tity of all human life from conception to natural 
death,” Mach said. 

Mach, who is also a member of the St. Grego-
ry’s Pro-Life Team, said she was surprised how 
easily that mission could be accomplished just by 
wearing a brightly colored shirt and explaining her 
journey to those who stopped them along the way.

“People approach us all of the time – on the side 
of the road, after Mass, in the grocery store – and 
ask what we are doing,” Mach explained. “When 
they hear we are walking coast-to-coast, it sur-
prises them and really makes them think.”

After hearing about her middle school youth 
minister’s experience with Crossroads in 2007, 
Mach realized how unique an opportunity it was to 
not only walk across the country, but being able 
to spread the pro-life message to those they meet 
along the way. 

“The most inspiring part of walking with Cross-
roads is interacting with people who have been 
or decide to become involved in the pro-life 
movement,” Mach said. “A bunch of college kids 
walking across the country gets a lot of attention 
because it is unusual, but the real change is hap-
pening where pro-life people are reaching out to 
help others in their communities.”

Youth Volleyball Tournament 2014
Ten parishes, equaling 19 teams, 

participated in the annual youth 
volleyball tournament Aug. 17 at 
Epiphany of the Lord church in 
Oklahoma City. This year’s partic-
ipants were: Saint John Nepomuk 
church, Yukon; Saint John the Bap-
tist church, Edmond; Saint Monica 
church,  Edmond; Our Lady’s Ca-
thedral, Oklahoma City; Holy Spirit 
church, Mustang; Saint Joseph 
church, Norman; Saint Thomas 
More church, Norman; Saint Mark 
church, Norman; Saint Eugene 
church, Oklahoma City; and Epiph-
any of the Lord church, Oklahoma 
City. Play began after everyone said 
the Saint Michael prayer. About 300 
people were in attendance. 

 This year, Saint John 
Yukon’s B team (in pink) 
won with a very tight 
game against Saint John 
Edmond’s gray team. 
Photos provided.

Photos clockwise from top left: St. James the Greater school, OKC, St. Eugene School, OKC, St. Philip Neri School, Midwest 
City, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton school, Edmond, All Saints school, Norman, Bishop McGuinness High School, OKC, and Bishop 
John Carroll school, OKC. Photos provided.
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Two medieval women worth knowing
Julian of Norwich and Hildegard of Bingen 

are two marvelous women whose lives and 
writing offer great insight into the conditions of 
women in the Middle Ages as well as the histo-
ry of the Catholic Church at that time. The two 
books reviewed here are as different in style 
and format as were these two very interesting 
women.

“Julian’s Gospel,” subtitled “Illuminating the 
Life & Revelations of Julian of Norwich,” is a 
lengthy and somewhat studious account of 
Julian’s life and writing. The 595-page book by 
Veronica Mary Rolf is written in two parts; Part 
One is “Julian’s Life,” and Part Two is “Julian’s 
Revelations.”

The “Catholic Encyclopedia” describes Julian 
as “an English mystic of the 11th century.” 
Little biographical information is known about 
Julian. Part One of Rolf’s book gathers histor-
ical information from a number of sources to 
describe life for a Catholic woman of her era.

 Julian experienced the Hundred Years War 
between England and France. Life expectancy 
was around 40 years, and a great many women 
died in childbirth. Lastly, Julian lived through 
the Great Plague, the Black Death, where as 
much as a third of Europe’s population was 
decimated by the dread disease.  

It is surmised from her writings that Julian 
may have lost her husband and at least one 
child to the plague. Since so little is actually 
known about Julian herself, she is not a saint 
in the Catholic Church. Still, the fi rst half of 
Rolf’s book provides a compelling account of 
what Julian’s life may well have been.

During a serious illness when she was about 
age 30, Julian received a series of visions, 
things that were “shewed” to her. When she re-
covered, she recorded these “shewings’ in what 
is today called the short text. She became an 

anchoress and spent the next 20 years medi-
tating on these revelations at which time she 
recorded what is called the long text.

In Part Two of her book, Rolf presents an 
account of Julian’s visions. In them, Julian ex-
perienced Christ’s suffering and death as if she 
were actually there at the time, and she was 
given to understand the mysteries of the re-
demption, the trinity and God’s incomprehensi-
ble love for us. Rolf must nearly translate what 
Julian wrote since many words, phrases and 
spellings of Middle English would be unfamiliar 
to readers today. Rolf also relates what Julian 
says to conventional Church dogma, correlat-
ing what Julian writes to Holy Scripture and 
to the writings of the Church Fathers. She also 
points out how, amazingly, details of Christ’s 
passion and suffering shown to Julian have 
been confi rmed in the 20th century by medical 
doctors studying Christ’s suffering and death 
on the cross.

The second book reviewed here, “St. Hil-
degard of Bingen, Doctor of the Church,” by 
Carmen Acevedo Butcher, is much more easy 
to read. The book is subtitled “A Reader,” and 
it is just that, presenting selections from Hil-
degard’s songs, plays, letters and compositions 
on what would today be called botany as well 

as excerpts from her theological texts, “Scivi-
as,” “The Book of Life’s Merits,” and “The Book 
of Divine Works.” Butcher’s book is only 166 
pages, and so it merely presents a sampling of 
her work.

Butcher begins with a brief biography of 
the saint, who was born in 1098 near Bingen, 
Germany, and who died in 1179. Hildegard was 
given to the Church by her parents when she 
was just 8 years old. At age 14, she became a 
Benedictine oblate. Like Julian of Norwich, she 
was for a time an anchoress. While Julian lived 
through the Hundred Years War, Hildegard’s 
life was touched by the Crusades. While Julian 
wrote the fi rst book in English, Hildegard com-
posed her works in Latin.  

In 1150, Hildegard left the anchorage at 
Bingen with some 20 nuns who had joined her 
there and founded an abbey at Rupertsberg, 
northeast of Bingen. She later founded another 
abbey at Rudesheim, east of Bingen.

Hildegard’s letters were written to a wide 
range of people, including kings and dukes 
and even the Pope. She also conducted three 
preaching tours, traveling by ship, on foot and 
by horseback, speaking to monastic communi-
ties and speaking in public as well.

Hildegard was highly regarded in her lifetime, 
but was never actually named a saint even 
though many miracles were attributed to her. 
Finally, on Oct. 7, 2012, Pope Benedict XVI 
called her a saint and formally named her a 
Doctor of the Church. Pope Benedict’s remarks 
on that occasion make for the concluding entry 
in Butcher’s “reader,” and in it the Holy Father 
describes her as “a woman of brilliant intelli-
gence, deep sensitivity and recognized spiritual 
authority.”  

Both books are highly recommended, espe-
cially as a pairing. 

J. E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic and an adjunct professor of English at 
several area colleges.

Julian of Norwich and Hildegard of Bingen

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Football backdrop enables greater message

“When the Game Stands Tall” 
(released August 22) will take its 
place among the all-time great 
sports movies. The movie, based on 
Neil Hayes’ book, “When the Game 
Stands Tall,” details De La Salle’s 
12-year winning streak, the longest 
winning streak in football history. 
The movie follows the team as they 
lose the streak and struggle to get 
back on their feet. The team realizes 
that what defi nes them is how they 
handle diversity, and moviegoers 
are treated to an excellent fi lm with 
a great story, a great script and a 
great cast. 

This movie is about so much more 
than football. It shows determina-
tion, offers a lesson in redemption 
and shows us that it’s our character 
that defi nes us. 

For several decades, sports movies 
have been an appealing genre. Mov-
iegoers watch a coach with a sordid 
past overcome adversity in a classic 
such as “Hoosiers,” watch several 
teams band together to overcome 
life’s challenges whether on a foot-
ball fi eld in “Remember the Titans,” 
during a hockey tournament in 
“Miracle,” or on a make-shift base-
ball diamond in “Field of Dreams.” 
These fi lms often portray the strug-
gle of the athletes until a coach tells 

the team, and in turn the audience, 
to join together and learn to play 
this game like men. 

Watching “When the Game Stands 
Tall,” I was moved by Jim Caviezel’s 
portrayal of California high school 
football coach Bob Ladouceur and 
his De La Salle football team.  

The backdrop of a team and 
coach is just that – a back drop that 
enables a greater message of broth-
erhood and the power of redemptive 
love. The protagonist isn’t perfect, 
he’s severely fl awed, but he doesn’t 
let his fl aws defi ne him. It’s not 
one person rising above the rest, 
preaching to those around him. 
It’s a very real, very relatable story 
of growing and learning together. 
A story to help us all realize that 
unconditional love can triumph over 
success. 

The fl awed nature of the protag-
onist is exactly what led Caviezel 
(“The Passion of the Christ,” “Count 
of Monte Christo”) to this roll. In re-
sponse to a question by the “Sooner 
Catholic” at the National Catholic 
Media Conference, he said he looks 
for redeemable characters who start 
in a dark place, but turn around.  
He was especially struck by this 
character, who was in a dark place 
in neglecting his wife and children, 
but managed to see that he need-
ed more balance in life. Caviezel 
himself said he could sympathize 

with Coach Lad’s struggles. He felt 
“personally responsible” to portray 
the coach accurately. This includes 
Coach Lad’s personal conviction of 
redemption, and his encouragement 
to show the team about brotherhood 
and love. Through tragedy and in-
ternal battles, the coach encourages 
the team to look beyond themselves 
to truly grow. 

Caviezel isn’t the only stand-out 
star in this fi lm. Laura Dern (“The 
Fault in Our Stars,” “Jurassic Park”) 
plays a coach’s wife struggling to 
help her husband fi nd balance. “The 
Shield’s” Michael Chiklis portrayed 
assistant coach Terry Edison, who 

aids in helping the team both on 
and off the fi eld, delivering inspi-
rational lines such as, “Don’t let a 
game defi ne who you are; let the 
way you live your lives do that.” 
Alexander Ludwig (“The Hunger 
Games”) plays football star Chris 
Ryan, who learns what it means to 
play for more than just a win. 

Coach Lad used his faith to help 
navigate his life and offer true 
wisdom to his team. Director Thom-
as Carter (“Swing Kids”) created a 
fi lm that teaches universal human 
values, allows faith to shine without 
being preachy and has a storyline 
that will keep even non-football fans 
riveted. A few cheesy scenes are 
overshadowed by the phenomenal 
story and entertaining plot delivered 
by an excellent cast.

This movie is a must-see for all. 
It leaves audience members in-
spired and challenged to live life 
with greater character. And like any 
great sports movie, it comes com-
plete with a beautifully inspirational 
speech, “We got lost. Caught up in 
the hype, the glory and the relent-
less pressure. That’s not who we 
are. We need to stand back up and 
fi nd our way again.”

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a free-
lance writer with a background in 
development, sales, fashion and new 
media. She holds a degree in journal-
ism from the University of Kansas.

By Rebekah Scaperlanda
For the Sooner Catholic
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Catechetical events to celebrate faith and forgiveness
Next month is a busy one for catechists and 

religious educators, with Catechetical Sunday 
celebrated on Sept. 21 and the Catechetical 
Congress for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City on Sept. 27.

The theme for this year’s Catechetical Sun-
day is “Teaching About God’s Gift of Forgive-
ness.” On this day, catechists can refl ect on 
and discuss the sacrament of penance (or 
reconciliation) and the Church’s teaching on 
venial and mortal sins. These themes can be 
incorporated throughout the year.

“The act of forgiveness is a moment of peace 
and healing that can touch every aspect of our 
being,” said Angela Schmidt, associate director 

of the archdiocesan Religious Education offi ce. 
“As individuals, as communities and as a 
world, we are in desperate need of experiences 
of peace and healing.”

Resources are provided for the event by the 
USCCB (www.usccb.org).

The Catechetical Congress for catechists, re-
ligious education teachers and youth ministers 
will be held on Sept. 27 at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center in Oklahoma City. Exhibits and 
hospitality will open in the Conference Center 
at 7:45 a.m., and the day will close with noon 
Mass celebrated by Archbishop Coakley.

“This event allows us to connect, support, 
inspire and celebrate our shared catechetical 
ministry,” Schmidt said.

Speaker and musician Steve Angrisano will 
lead the “We celebrate, we believe” event. His 
biographical information can be viewed at 
http://www.spiritandsong.com/artists/ste-
veangrisano.

 “Steve is probably best known in the world 
of youth ministry, but his message has been 
shared with all kinds of catechetical ministry 
groups,” Schmidt said. “I fi rst heard him at a 
catechetical conference a few years ago and 
was drawn in by his presentation and musical 
talent. In some ways, he made me step out of 
my comfort zone, but my lasting impression 
was that he’s one of those people who has a 
way of telling stories and sharing the faith that 
made me happy to be Catholic, and re-inspired 
me to live a full life of faith.”

In addition to Angrisano’s presentations, 
there will be exhibits from vendors, includ-
ing the Father Stanley F. Rother Guild, and 
the presentation of the Educator of the Year 
award.

By The Sooner Catholic Staff

If You Go
Catechetical Congress

When: Saturday, Sept. 27
Where: Catholic Pastoral Conference Center
The event is free for those in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City. Register with your 
parish DRE or Youth Minister before Sept. 
19. For those in the Diocese of Tulsa, there 
is a $10 registration fee. Tulsa catechists 
may sign up with Carol Robinson at (918) 
307-4933.
For more information, call the Offi ce of Reli-
gious Education at (405) 721-1415.

‘In the Lord your labor is not in vain’

Cookouts and a welcomed day off 
– these are trademarks of the fi rst 
Monday in September every year, 
better known as Labor Day.

 Labor Day began in 1882 as a 
celebration of the American labor 
movement. According to the U.S. 
Department of Labor it was “a 
tribute to the contributions work-
ers have made to the strength, 
prosperity, and well-being of our 
country.” 

 For Catholics, however, the 
meaning and value of labor has a 
richer, more supernatural mean-
ing.  

 As stated in the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church “work can be a 
means of sanctifi cation and a way 
of animating earth-
ly realities with the 
Spirit of Christ.” 
When we unite the 
hardships of our 
daily work with the 
sufferings of Christ 
we participate “in 
a certain fashion 
with the Son of 
God in his redemptive work” (CCC 
2427).

Work is a simple fact of human 

existence. Man must work, and the 
Church clearly acknowledges that 
work is good for man.  

In what he called 
the “Gospel of 
Work,” Saint John 
Paul II said that 
“work is not only 
good in the sense 
that it is useful or 
something to enjoy; 
it is also good as 
being something 

worthy, that is to say, something 
that corresponds to man’s digni-
ty, that expresses this dignity and 

increases it.” 
And yet work is always a means 

and never an end. 
In the important document, 

Rerum Novarum, Pope Leo XIII ex-
plained that man must keep ever in 
mind the ultimate purpose his life.

 “When we have given up this 
present life, then shall we really 
begin to live. God has not created 
us for the perishable and transi-
tory things of earth, but for things 
heavenly and everlasting. He has 
given us this world as a place of 
exile, and not as our abiding place. 
… Life on earth, however good and 

desirable in itself, is not the fi nal 
purpose for which man is created; 
it is only the way and the means to 
that attainment of truth and that 
love of goodness in which the full 
life of the soul consists.” 

 Just as work is not meant for its 
own sake, neither is rest. Again, 
from Pope Leo XIII, “The rest from 
labor is not to be understood as 
mere giving way to idleness; much 
less must it be an occasion for 
spending money and for vicious in-
dulgence, as many would have it to 
be; but it should be rest from labor, 
hallowed by religion. Rest (com-
bined with religious observances) 
disposes man to forget for a while 
the business of his everyday life, to 
turn his thoughts to things heav-
enly, and to the worship which 
he so strictly owes to the eternal 
Godhead.”  

 As stated in the Mass, the 
Church teaches that it is our duty 
to give God honor and glory fi rst, 
before all else. Even our rest is 
meant for His glory.

So, this Labor Day, traditionally 
recognized as a day of rest, should 
be a time of resting in the Lord 
from whom all good things come.

Connie Summers is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By Connie Summers
For the Sooner Catholic

Center of Family Love workshop. Photo Sooner Catholic archives.

“Come to me all who la-
bor and are 
burdened and I will give 
you rest.”  
Matthew 11:28

Save the date: On Sept. 27, a Red Mass will be celebrat-
ed at the 5 p.m. Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, Oklahoma City. Archbishop Coakley will preside. A reception 
will follow. In the United States, a Red Mass is for judges, attor-
neys and government offi cials. (The Red Mass takes its name from 
the red vestments worn at the Mass.) The Mass will be dedicated 
to seeking guidance from the Holy Spirit for all who seek justice, 
and offers the opportunity to refl ect on what Catholics believe is 
the responsibility of all in the legal profession.

2014 Priest Assignments
Effective September 2
Associate Pastors

Father John J. 
Mejia Munoz 
Saint James the 
Greater Church, 
Oklahoma City

Father Raul Sanchez
Saint Peter Church, 
Guymon, (Saint Fran-
ces Cabrini Church, 
Beaver, Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Boise 
City and Sacred Heart 
Church, Hooker)
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

En mis últimas dos columnas escribí acer-
ca de la llamada “misa negra” que se ha 
programado para nuestro Centro Cívico en 
la Ciudad de Oklahoma. No quiero escribir 
sobre eso de nuevo. Un rápido vistazo a las 
alarmantes amenazas a la paz y estabili-
dad en todo el mundo podría hacer que toda 
la atención centrada en esta “misa negra” 
parezca increíblemente miope. 
Todos hemos visto las imágenes inquietantes 
y escuchado los informes alarmantes. Los 
relatos de cristianos siendo decapitados y 
crucifi cados por ISIS* en Irak despiertan las 
preocupaciones sobre genocidio. Cristianos 
han sido expulsados de la ciudad de Mosul, 
en el norte de Irak, donde habían vivido en 
paz por más de 1500 años. 
El hervidor de los disturbios en todo Or-
iente Medio parece estar listo para des-
bordarse con consecuencias inimaginables. 
La guerra civil en Siria continúa. Cientos 
de miles de personas han sido desplazadas 
inundando a los países vecinos con refugia-
dos creando un desastre humanitario en la 
región. 
El interminable confl icto entre israelitas 
y palestinos ha vuelto a estallar en Gaza 
llevando a trágicas pérdidas de vidas en 
ambos lados de la frontera militarizada. Por 
mucho, la gran mayoría de las víctimas en 
este salvaje confl icto han sido civiles ino-
centes, especialmente mujeres y niños. 
Noticias preocupantes de la guerra civil en 
Ucrania y diversas amenazas están plante-
ando la posibilidad de que se reanudan las 
hos-
tilidades de la Guerra Fría entre el Este y el 
Oeste. 
Decenas de miles de niños, expulsados de sus 
hogares en Centroamérica por la violencia 

y el miedo, han hecho el peligroso viaje a 
nuestras fronteras donde buscan protección y 
seguridad. 
Aquí en casa estamos observando una rápida 
erosión de nuestras libertades religiosas y 
los esfuerzos graduales pero implacables de 
marginar las instituciones religiosas para 
evitar que ellas asuman su lugar apropiado 
en la sociedad civil: servir a los pobres y mar-
ginados, el cuidado de los enfermos y mucho 
más. El matrimonio, históricamente recono-
cido como el fundamento de la familia y la 
sociedad, se está redefi niendo por nuestros 
tribunales civiles con el fi n de hacer que el 
término en sí mismo carezca de sentido. 
¿Dónde terminará? Estamos siendo testigos 
de un masivo descontento social y civil en 
todo el planeta. Cito este catálogo de peligros 
no para alarmar, sino para señalar que este 
es el contexto en el que debemos entender lo 
que está ocurriendo con la intrusión ines-
perada de esta amenaza de una “misa negra” 
en nuestra comunidad. 
Quizás el lado positivo presentado por este 
acto sacrílego (si puede haber uno) es que va 
a ser una llamada de atención. Tal vez sirva 
como un recordatorio de que detrás de mu-
chas de las amenazas alarmantes a nuestra 
familia humana, nuestra nación y nuestra 
propia vida se esconde algo más insidioso 
que la ignorancia, la debilidad humana o in-
cluso diferencias políticas o ideológicas. San 
Pablo nos recuerda: “Por lo demás, fortaléz-
canse en el Señor con su energía y su fuerza. 
Lleven con ustedes todas las armas de Dios 
para que puedan resistir las maniobras del 
diablo. Pues no nos estamos enfrentando a 
fuerzas humanas, sino a los poderes y auto-
ridades que dirigen este mundo y sus fuerzas 
oscuras, los espíritus y fuerzas malas del 

mundo de arriba. 
Porque nuestra 
lucha no es contra 
carne ni sangre, 
sino contra los 
principados, con-
tra potestades, con 
los dominadores 
de este mundo ten-
ebroso, contra los 
espíritus malignos 
en los cielos”. (Efe-
sios 6:10-11). 
¿Por qué es que incluso en la Iglesia rara vez 
hablamos de estas cosas? Esta es una parte 
integral de nuestra fe. Jesucristo ha venido 
para desarmar a estos principados y potesta-
des, para conquistar a Satanás y para recla-
mar la victoria a través del poder de su Cruz 
y Resurrección. Él nos llama a arrepentirnos 
de nuestros pecados y creer en su victoria. 
Como personas de fe no nos desanimemos, o 
perdamos la esperanza. Cristo ha vencido. 
¡Triunfamos en Cristo! “Por eso pónganse 
la armadura de Dios, para que en el día 
malo puedan resistir y mantenerse en la fi la 
valiéndose de todas sus armas. Tomen la ver-
dad como cinturón y la justicia como coraza; 
estén bien calzados, listos para propagar el 
Evangelio de la paz. Tengan siempre en la 
mano el escudo de la fe, y así podrán atajar 
las fl echas incendiarias del demonio. Por 
último, usen el casco de la salvación y la es-
pada del Espíritu, o sea, la Palabra de Dios. 
Vivan orando y suplicando. Oren en todo 
tiempo según les inspire el Espíritu.” (Efesios 
6: 13-18). 
No le demos al diablo más crédito del que 
merece. ¡Jesucristo es Señor!
Nota del Traductor: ISIS*, El Estado Islám-

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

¡JESUCRISTO ES SEÑOR!

Padre Espinoza presenta a su libro  
“Búsqueda Desde el Límite”

La parroquia de la Sagrada Fa-
milia fue el escenario de la pre-
sentación del libro de la reciente 
publicación “Búsqueda 
Desde el Límite. Med-
itaciones Sobre la Ex-
periencia Religiosa”; 
escrito por el padre Nerio 
Antonio Espinoza Basti-
das. Más de 170 personas, 
inclu- 
yendo invitados espe-
ciales, el padre Ross y 
el padre Strafford de la 
Iglesia del Santísimo 
Sacramento, llegaron 
al Kirk Hall salón de 
actividades de la Iglesia 
de la Sagrada Familia 
el pasado 07 de agosto para ser 
participantes de este evento espe-
cial y también inspirarse y conocer 
una visión del padre Nerio Espi-
noza sobre cómo se está siempre en 
la búsqueda de una relación con 
Dios.
Ray Penny dio un pensamiento 
como introducción a la present-
ación del autor y del libro. Él 
declaró: “que la lectura del libro 
“Búsqueda Desde el Límite” se 
presenta como un antídoto para 
una situación muy peligrosa hoy 
día: de convertirse en apático, en 
nuestra relación con Dios, algo que 
al fi nal nos traería la muerte en el 
alma”.

Este libro ha sido una misión de 
cinco años para el padre Nerio. 
Él comenzó a refl exionar sobre la 

cuestión de la búsqueda 
religiosa desde el límite, 
como estudiante en la 
Universidad St. Grego-
riana de Roma, Italia. 
Luego obtuvo una visión 
más clara de este viaje de 
sus experiencias aquí en 
Lawton. Este escrito nace 
desde sus pred-
icaciones y vivencias 
con los feligreses de la 
Sagrada Familia y del 
Santísimo Sacramento y 
también de aquellos que 
espiritualmente él visita 

en la cárcel, el hospital y los niños 
en Fort Sill.
Esto fue seguido del brindis ofreci-
do por el señor y la señora Garner 
que han sido tutores de inglés 
personales del padre Nerio, en 
este momento todos los presentes 
levantaron sus copas y declararon 
Amén. La velada concluyó con la 
fi rma de algunos ejemplares por 
el autor padre Nerio Espinoza, 
mientras los presentes saborearon 
unos deliciosos platillos de las 
diferentes culturas.
El padre Nerio es el pastor aso-
ciado de la parroquia Holy Fam-
ily y colaborador de la parroquia 
Santísimo Sacramento. Él llegó de 

Padre Nerio. Foto 
proveído.

El Arzobispo Coakley Entabla 
Demanda para Detener 

Profanación de Hostia Hurtada 
en Proyectada “Misa Negra”

En una demanda presentada el 
miércoles en la Corte de Distrito 
del Condado de Oklahoma, el Ar-
zobispo Pablo Coakley pidió a un 
juez detener la profanación de una 
Hostia Eucarística hurtada como 
parte de una “misa negra” satán-
ica proyectada en el Centro Cívico 
de Oklahoma City.

La hurtada Hostia consagrada, 
que se obtuvo ilícitamente de una 
Iglesia Católica, se profanaría “en 
las formas más viles imaginables”, 
como una ofrenda en sacrifi cio a 
satanás. Este ritual satánico espe-
cífi co conocido como “misa negra” 
pretende ser un ataque deliber-
ado a la Misa Católica, así como 
a las creencias fundamentales de 
todos los cristianos con el propós-
ito declarado de burlarse de la Fe 
Católica. 

“Me he sentido alentado por el 
apoyo internacional y multireligio-
so que hemos recibido en solidar-
idad contra este ritual satánico 
público previsto para el próximo 
mes en la ciudad de Oklahoma. 
Mientras sigo llamando a todos 
los Católicos, Cristianos y per-
sonas de buena voluntad a orar 
diariamente por la cancelación de 

la llamada “misa negra” he dado 
un paso legal para combatir esta 
violación blasfema y obscena de 
la Misa Católica”, dijo el Arzobis-
po Pablo Coakley, Arzobispo de la 
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City.

“Los católicos creemos que Jesu-
cristo está realmente presente bajo 
la forma de pan y vino en la Santa 
Eucaristía y es la fuente y cumbre 
de nuestra fe. Los organ-
izadores locales de esta violación 
satánica tienen la intención de 
utilizar una hurtada Hostia con-
sagrada obtenida ilícitamente de 
una Iglesia Católica para profa-
narlo como sacrifi cio a satanás. A 
través de esta acción legal, espero 
evitar la profanación de la Hostia 
y que justamente sea devuelta a la 
Iglesia.”

Específi camente, la demanda 
solicita la devolución de la Hostia 
como propiedad hurtada y una or-
den judicial contra su destrucción. 

El Arzobispo Coakley sigue pid-
iendo a los fi eles rezar la Oración 
a San Miguel Arcángel, al fi nal de 
cada Misa, y pide que cada parro-
quia lleve a cabo una Hora Santa 
Eucarística con  la Bendición con 
El Santísimo.
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La Iglesia de las Bienaventuranzas
Siguiendo los Pasos de Jesucristo en la Tierra Santa

La Iglesia de las Bienaventuran-
zas está al lado del Lago de Galilea 
(Tiberíades) cerca de Tabgha, lugar 
de la multiplicación de los panes y 
los peces, y Cafarnaúm, la comuni-
dad de Jesús y Pedro, en Israel.

La Iglesia, localizada en lo alto de 
una colina con una hermosa vista 
al lago. Leamos una porción del 
relato bíblico tomado del Evangelio 
según San Mateo, capitulo 5.

Jesús, al ver toda aquella muche-
dumbre, subió al monte. Se sentó 
y sus discípulos se reunieron a su 
alrededor. Entonces comenzó a 
hablar y les enseñaba diciendo: “Fe-
lices los que tienen el espíritu del 
pobre, porque de ellos es el Reino 
de los Cielos.” (Biblia Latinoaméri-
ca)

El caminar en aquella mañana 
por esa colina con la fresca briza del 
lago, lago por donde navegó Jesús 
con los apóstoles, fue hermoso. La 
colina, que Mateo llama un monte 
para conectar el sermón de Cristo 
con el de Moisés al bajar del Monte 
Sinaí, fue una oportunidad para 
trasladarme mentalmente e ima-
ginarme como sería el estar en ese 
mismo lugar cuando Nuestro Señor 
Jesucristo pronunció ese impor-
tantísimo sermón por primera vez. 

El sermón de la montaña, que 
comienza con las Bienaventuran-
zas, no solo nos da lo que muchos 
llaman la Carta Magna del Cris-
tianismo, no, nos da mucho más. 
Este sermón nos va describiendo 
a Jesús mismo y como consecuen-
cia nos describe también a cada 
uno de nosotros sus discípulos y 
seguidores.

Jesús es el más bienaventurado, 
el más feliz, comenzando por su 
pobreza de espíritu. Esta pobreza 
es el reconocer nuestra necesidad 
de estar y ser uno con Dios Padre, 
Todopoderoso.  El vivir sin su Gra-
cia es la mayor desgracia. En Dios 
encontramos la mayor seguridad. 
Los que viven así, de ellos es el 
Reino de los Cielos. 

¿Quiénes son los que no tienen 
ese espíritu de pobre? Todos 
aquellos que confían más en su 
dinero y posesiones que en Dios. 
O aquellos que tienen más hambre 
de dinero y posesiones que tener 
hambre de Dios. También care-
cen de este espíritu de pobreza 
aquellos que confían más en sus 
propios logros que en todo aquello 
que nos llega de las manos miseri-
cordiosas y amorosas de Dios.

El detenerme en esta Iglesia, 
con mis hermanos y hermanas 
peregrinos, y poder visitar a Cristo 
presente en el Sagrario, hermoso 

Sagrario en el centro del altar, era 
vivir el sermón de la montaña de 
manera personal. 

Ahora solo nos resta implorar-
le a Dios por la gracia de poder 
vivir todo lo que nos exigen las 
bienaventuranzas para así ser un 
mejor refl ejo de Cristo para los 
demás. El alcanzar esta meta nos 
asegurará un lugarcito en el Reino 
de los Cielos. Reino que comienza 
aquí y ahora.

Nota del Editor: El Sr. Pedro A. 

Moreno, O.P., MRE, Director de la 
Ofi cina de Ministerio Hispano de la 
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City, 
es graduado de la Pontifi cia Uni-
versidad Católica de Puerto Rico y 
fue profesor de teología en la Uni-
versidad de Dallas. El Sr. Moreno 
es casado, tiene tres hijas y está 
disponible para actividades de 
formación en las parroquias de la 
Arquidiócesis. Para más información 
pueden contactar a la a la Sra. 
Edith Miranda emiranda@ archokc.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

La iglesia de las Bienaventuranzas en la Tierra Santa.

El papa sugiere memorizar bienaventuranzas

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO — Los cristianos 
deberían memorizar no solamente los Diez 
Mandamientos, sino también las bienaventur-
anzas que Jesús enseñó como camino hacia la 
verdadera felicidad, dijo el papa Francisco.

Durante su audiencia general semanal del 
6 de agosto, el papa dijo que hablaba tan en 
serio sobre la necesidad de que los cristianos 
supieran el texto de las bienaventuranzas de 
Mateo 5:3-12, “Bienaventurados los pobres en 
espíritu…”, que él leería cada una en voz alta 
para que la multitud las repitiera.

Más de 6,000 personas llenaron la sala de 
audiencias del Vaticano y su atrio para la pri-
mera audiencia general del papa después de 
un receso de un mes.

Una repetición del texto de las bienaven-
turanzas no es sufi ciente para “recordarlas 
e imprimirlas en nuestros corazones”, dijo el 
papa, así que le dio una “tarea” a la multitud, 
pidiéndole pasar tiempo durante los próximos 
días leyendo otra vez el texto de la Biblia que 
“siempre deben tener con ustedes”.

Las bienaventuranzas no son solamente “el 
camino que Dios indica como su respuesta al 
deseo de felicidad que está presente en cada 
persona y a la perfección de los (Diez) Man-
damientos”, él dijo; también son “un retrato 
de Jesús y de su forma de vida”.

Además de mostrarle a la gente el camino a 
la verdadera felicidad, dijo el papa, Jesús “nos 
dio el protocolo de acuerdo al cual seremos 
juzgados”.

“Al fi nal del mundo seremos juzgados”, él 
dijo. “¿Y cuáles serán las preguntas que el 
juez hará?”. Están enumeradas en Mateo 
25:35-36: ¿Alimentaste al hambriento, diste 
de beber al sediento, acogiste al forastero, 
vestiste al desnudo, cuidaste a los enfermos y 
visitaste al prisionero?

“Hoy su tarea es leer el quinto capítulo de 
Mateo, donde están las bienaventuranzas, y 
también leer el capítulo 25, donde están las 
preguntas que nos harán el día del juicio”, él 
dijo.

Nadie, él dijo, es tan importante ni ha hecho 
tantas otras cosas virtuosas que pueda eludir 
que se le hagan las preguntas en Mateo 25. 
“El Señor nos reconocerá si hemos reconoci-
do su rostro en el rostro del hambriento, del 
pobre, del marginado, del enfermo y de los que 
están solitarios. Estos son criterios fundamen-
tales para verifi car nuestra vida cristiana”.

“Leo las bienaventuranzas y pienso en cómo 

mi vida como cristiano debería ser”, dijo el 
papa, “y luego hago un examen de conciencia 
con este capítulo 25 de Mateo. Cada día pre-
gunto: ‘¿Hice esto? ¿Hice aquello? ¿Eso?’”.

Es cosa simple de hacer, él dijo, y le ayuda a 
la gente a observar las acciones concretas en 
sus vidas.

Vivir de acuerdo con las bienaventuranzas y 
los criterios enumerados en Mateo 25, él dijo, 
debe llenar a cada cristiano con alegría porque 
juntos “hacen nuestra vida cristiana un testi-
monio hermoso y creíble del amor de Dios por 
todos los hermanos y hermanas que encontra-
mos cada día”.

Por Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Papa Francisco fuera de la Basílica de Santa María la Mayor. 
(CNS foto/Paul Haring) 

Dichosos los pobres en espíritu, 
porque el reino de los cielos le pertenece.

Dichosos los que lloran, porque serán 
consolados.

Dichosos los humildes, porque reci-
birán la tierra  como herencia.

Dichosos los que tienen hambre y sed 
de justicia, porque serán saciados.

Dichosos los compasivos, porque 
serán tratados con  compasión.

Dichosos los de corazón limpio,  
porque ellos verán a Dios. 

Dichosos los que trabajan por la paz,  
porque serán llamados hijos de Dios. 

Dichosos los perseguidos por  causa 
de la justicia, porque el reino de los cie-
los les pertenece.

Las Bienaventuranzas
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Catholic Foundation 2014 grant applications available
The Catholic Foundation annually awards 

grants in support of education-related projects 
to parishes, schools and religious education 
programs throughout the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City. In addition to program materials, 
many of the grant requests have focused on 
computers, audio-visual equipment and tech-
nology as a means of engaging more students 
in the education process. 

Grant awards will be based upon the educa-
tional objective of the specifi ed project to the 
parish/school, its expected outcome and the 
need for fi nancial assistance to accomplish the 
stated goal.

Funds awarded are intended to support 
educational projects at the requesting orga-
nization, and are not intended to supplement 
operating expenses. Grant requests will not be 
considered for auctions, fundraising events, 
debt reduction, brick and mortar projects, 
endowment funds or capital campaigns. Equip-
ment, furniture or other items will only be 
considered if signifi cant to the educational 
program. Only one request per parish or school 
will be considered for funding. 

The grants program will have an additional 
focus on School STEM programs. STEM stands 
for Science-Technology-Engineering-Mathe-
matics. A portion of the new money available 
will go toward promoting new or existing STEM 
programs in Catholic schools. The Foundation 

is particularly interested in grants for STEM 
programs in classrooms that will offer a curric-
ulum that is integrated, emphasizes question-
ing and inquiry, and gives students frequent 
opportunities to apply engineering design 
and problem-solving. The Foundation desires 
to support classroom teachers who will gain 
access to standards-based instructional tools, 
quality curriculum materials, and the latest 
Internet materials through its grants program. 

Last year,more than $80,000 in grants were 
presented to 44 parishes and schools. This 
year, the Foundation has budgeted $89,000 
for the grants program. Applications will be 
accepted until Sept. 30. Notifi cation of all grant 
awards will be by Nov. 1.

Grant applications have been sent to all pas-
tors, parish directors of religious education and 
school principals throughout the archdiocese. 
Additionally, the grant application form can be 
downloaded from the archdiocese’s website at 
www.archokc.org. For more information, please 
contact Barney Semtner at (405) 721-4115 or 
email bsemtner@archokc.org.

CFO President Karen Rieger presents a grant check to Julian 
Neris, St. Joseph church, Norman, Fr. Scott Boeckman.  Photo 

Archbishop blesses new Catholic radio station
On Aug. 10, Archbishop Paul 

Coakley visited Saint Matthew 
Catholic Church in Elk City to 
greet parishioners and bless the 
new Catholic radio station KPFS 
100.7 FM.

During the ceremony, Jeff Fin-
nell, president of Oklahoma Cath-
olic Broadcasting, related inspir-
ing stories of Oklahomans who 
had personally contacted him in 
appreciation of Catholic radio and 
how they converted to the Catholic 
faith just from listening to Catholic 
radio. Archbishop Coakley remind-
ed everyone that we all are called 
to be disciples of Christ and that 
Catholic radio is a tremendous 
resource in strengthening our dis-
cipleship.

KPFS began broadcasting in the 
Canute/Elk City area on May 5. 
The idea for the call letters

KPFS came from Margarita 
Schmitz, a member of Western 
Oklahoma Catholic Faith foun-
dation. WOTC was organized to 
answer the call of the New Evan-

gelization and spread the gospel 
message of Jesus Christ and His 
church, using all forms of media, 
including radio. The call letters 
KPFS signify our core belief as 
Catholics in the Holy Trinity – King 
Patris Filii Spiritus Sancti.

WOTC has received tremendous 
support from local parishioners of 
Saint Matthew Catholic Church, 
which enabled WOTC to rent a 
billboard in downtown Elk City to 
promote the radio station. WOTC 
is currently working on a parade 
fl oat for the upcoming Labor Day 
parade to further promote the ra-
dio station.

Spreading the truths of the 
Catholic faith is vitally important. 
Catholic radio is one of the most 
effective tools for evangelization 
and catechesis. It answers the call 
for the New Evangelization and it 
changes lives by touching listeners 
in a personal way. Let us all be 
faithful disciples of Christ and in-
vite our friends and family to listen 
to Catholic radio!

At left, Archbishop Coakley 
blesses the new radio 
station. Above, Dennis 
McRee, Margarita Schmitz, 
Carla Damron, Archbishop 
Coakley, Father Ponnapati 
and Jeff Finnell. Photos 
provided.

Briefs
Madill golf tournament to support church 

building fund
Holy Cross Catholic Church in Madill will 

host a golf tournament to benefi t the church 
Building Fund.

“We have a church that holds 150 people, 
and we are a growing congregation of more 
than 600!” Father Oby Zunmas said. “We hope 
to build a larger facility, along with children’s 
classrooms and a parish hall/community 
storm shelter.”

The event will take place on Saturday, Sept. 
20, at Lake Murray Golf Course in Ardmore. 
Entry fees must be received by Monday, Sept. 
15. Call the parish at (580) 795-3065 for more 
information.

Anniversary Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites married couples 

who are celebrating milestone anniversaries 
(25, 40, 50+) in the calendar year 2014 to 
attend a special Anniversary Mass on Sunday, 
Nov. 16, beginning at 3 p.m. at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Cathedral, 3214 North Lake Av-

enue, (NW 32 & Western) Oklahoma City. A re-
ception will follow. It is imperative that, if you 
plan to attend, you contact the Offi ce of Family 
Life at (405) 721-8944. The archbishop will be 
imparting his blessing, and the local Catholic 
community will rejoice in your example and 
commitment to the Sacrament of Marriage.

Misa Celebrando los Aniversarios 25, 40, 50+
El Arzobispo Pablo Coakley invita a las pare-

jas casadas que estén celebrando su aniver-
sario especial de (25, 40, 50+) el presente año 
2014 para que asistan a una Misa Especial de 
Aniversario el domingo 16 de noviembre, 2014, 
iniciando a las 3 p.m. en la Catedral de Nues-
tra Señora del Perpetuo Socorro, 3214 North 
Lake Ave., (NW 32 y Western) en  Oklahoma 
City.  Después de la Misa habrá una recep-
ción.  Es muy importante que si usted desea 
asistir contacte a la Ofi cina de Vida Familiar 
al (405) 721-8944.  El Arzobispo  le dará su 
bendición y la comunidad local se alegrará en 
su ejemplo y compromiso al Sacramento de 
Matrimonio.

Knights to hold Hog Roast
Pictured from right: Bob Maupin, Grand 

Knight Council 12605, John Ireland, David 
Puente, Knights of Columbus. John Ireland re-
ceives a service award from Grand Knight Bob 
Maupin and fellow Knight David Puente for 
contributions to community and Immaculate 
Conception Church. The Knights of Columbus 
will hold their annual “Hog Roast” on Sept. 7 
at noon. For more information, call David Pu-
ente at (405) 685-8401.
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August
Michael John Poirier to 
perform “Songs and Stories 
for the Soul”.  At St. John 
Nepomuk, Yukon, Holy Hour, 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  All 
are welcome.

Bingo at St. James Catholic 
Church, 41st and S. McKinley 
Ave. in Oklahoma City. Food 
and beverages will be served 
at 5:45 p.m., and bingo will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. All games 
are $10. For more informa-
tion, contact Michael Zink 
(405) 314-4120.

5th Friday Fish Fry at St. Jo-
seph’s in Norman. Come en-
joy the most delicious talapia 
and deep fried cod you have 
ever tasted. Doors open 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. 421 E Acres.

Are you 21-35 single or 
married? Young Adults will 

be having a wine and cheese 
gathering in the Commons at 
St. John the Baptist Church 
in Edmond immediately after 
the 5:30 p.m. Mass. Child 
care provided. Questions? 
Call (405) 340-0691 ext 109. 

September
CCHD Local Grant Appli-
cation due. For information 
regarding the application pro-
cess, contact Becky VanPool 
at (405) 523-3003 or bvan-
pool@cathol iccharitiesok.o 
rg. Applications can be found 
online at http://catholic char-
itiesok.org /ParishOutreach .

Archbishop Coakley radio 
interview on “Make Straight 
The Way,” at 3:30 p.m.,  
KKNG 97.3 FM, KOEG and 
KIOP 88.3 FM. 

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pas-

toral Center. Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament is at 
5:30 p.m. Mass is at 7 p.m. 
For more information call the 
Offi ce of Family Life at (405) 
721-8944.

Mass in the Extraordinary 
form at 7 p.m. on Friday night 
and 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
at St. Wenceslaus church, 
Prague, 304 Jim Thorpe Bou-
levard.

Mass and Celebration of 
125th Anniversary of Dedi-
cation of Church of St. Mary, 
Guthrie at 10:30 a.m. 

St. Patrick Church Parish 
Carnival, located at NW 19 
and Portland Ave. in Okla-
homa City, from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m.  

Bingo at St. Joseph’s parish, 
Norman in the gym. Light 

supper is served at 6:30 
p.m. Games begin at 7 p.m. 
Each 10 game packet is $5, 
includes one free Blackout 
game.

Golf tournament to support 
Yukon Youth Group at Surrey 
Hills Golf Club. Registration 
is at 7:30 a.m. with a tee time 
of 8:30 a.m. The cost is $75 
per player. For more infor-
mation, call Danny Parks at 
(405) 620-1985.

Bereavement Support Min-
istry will begin at St. Paul 
the Apostle parish in Del 
City, and will continue for six 
consecutive Saturdays from 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in the 
Parish Hall.

Mass for Feast of Our Lady 
of LaVang, Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help at 
11:45 a.m.

Job Box
Lawton school openings

St. Mary’s School in Lawton is 
accepting applications for a part-
time physical education teacher 
(Pre-K - 6th grades) and a part-
time middle school science posi-
tion (6th -8th grades). Interested 
applicants must hold Oklahoma 
certifi cation and should send a 
resume, cover letter, and a copy of 
teacher certifi cation to Nancy Post 

at nancy.post@smcs-ok.org, fax 
to (580) 355-4336, or mail to St. 
Mary’s Catholic School, 611 SW A 
Ave., Lawton, OK  73501. Down-
load application packet at http://
archokc.org/multimedia/fi les/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet or pick one up in the 
school offi ce between 9 a.m. and 
3 p.m.  For more information, call 
(580) 355-5288.

Part-time administrative assistant 
The Offi ce of Religious Educa-

tion at Christ the King Church 
is seeking a part-time adminis-
trative assistant, three days a 
week on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday.  Submit resumes to the 
Offi ce of Religious Education, 
Christ the King Church, 8005 
Dorset Drive, OKC, OK 73120.

Part-time receptionist
Bishop John Carroll School is 

taking applications for a part-time 
receptionist position. The hours 
are 7:30 a.m. to12:30 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. Contact Larri 
Cates or Connie Diotte at (405) 
525 0956 or e-mail resume to 
cdiotte@bjcs.org.

For more job box listings go to 
www.soonercatholic.org
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With great anticipation, Archbishop Paul 
Coakley announced Aug. 2, that the Positio 
for the Servant of God Father Stanley F. Roth-
er is complete – the next step in the Cause of 
Canonization. Archbishop Coakley and Doctor 
Andrea Ambrosi, the postulator for Father 
Rother’s cause, will present the Positio to the 
Vatican on Sept. 3 at 12:15 p.m. Rome time, 
which is 5:15 a.m. local time.

If Father Rother is canonized, he will be the 
fi rst saint from Oklahoma. 

What does the presentation mean? The Po-
sitio paper is like a doctorate paper on Father 
Rother’s life, ministry and death. It is a large 
document with 1,129 pages, including a photo 
appendix and the best pieces of supporting 
evidence of Father Rother’s martyrdom. 

These pieces of evidence come from the work 
of the Commission for the Cause of Canon-
ization for Father Rother. It is the diocesan 
phase of the cause with documentation and 
interviews compiled from the opening of the 
cause in October 2007 until the closing of the 
diocesan phase in July 2010.

The diocesan commission sent thousands 
of pages of documents to the Vatican and the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints. The 
documentation is examined by the Congre-
gation at the Vatican to ensure they arrived 
untampered with, that the wax seal with the 
archbishop’s crest 
was still intact, and to 
be sure the box was 
sealed. 

Then, the Congrega-
tion binds the doc-
uments into books, 
which fi lled 23 bound 
volumes.

In the content re-
view, the papers are 
inspected to deter-
mine if the diocese 
has given an in-depth picture of the person’s 
life, ministry and, in Father Rother’s case, 
death. Once the content is found to be sat-
isfactory, one of the two copies of the docu-
ments are turned over to Father Ambrosi. He 
and his staff begin to prepare the Positio.

The Positio is the compilation of the best 
supporting evidence from the documentation. 
It took two years to write the Positio. 

Once the fi nal touches have been made to 
the Positio, it is sent to the printer in the Vat-
ican for printing and binding. Fifty copies are 
made in red; one copy in white. The red books 

are for the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints and the one white copy is for the pope. 

Father Ambrosi and Archbishop Coakley will 
go before the Congregation to give a presenta-
tion on why they believe Father Rother’s cause 
should be looked at and reviewed.

Dozens of causes can be put before the Con-
gregation for the Causes of Saints each year. 

To reinforce the importance of Father Roth-
er’s cause, Archbishop Coakley included a 
letter to accompany the Positio. 

In it, he writes, “In 1981, I received news of 
the heroic death of Father Rother while still a 
seminarian at his alma mater, Mount St. Mary 
Seminary in Emmitburg, Maryland (USA). 
From that time until this very day, the wit-
ness of his life and death has been a source 
of encouragement and inspiration to me as 
a seminarian, priest and now as a bishop. I 
consider it a great gift of Divine Providence to 
be entrusted with overseeing the continuation 
of the process of his cause for beatifi cation 
and canonization begun by my predecessor, 
Archbishop Eusebius J. Beltran.”

At any point a cause can be held until the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints wants 
to review it. There are causes that have been 
sitting in the Congregation’s offi ces for more 
than 50 years. 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI changed the 
direction of the Congregation for the Caus-
es of Saints during his pontifi cate. He said 
he wanted saints and martyrs from the New 

World. A product of that has been that we 
have seen more American Saints named in 
the last decade, and dozens more causes have 
been opened in the United States alone.

Father Rother’s cause has been moving at a 
swift pace. 

So what is next after Ambrosi and Archbish-
op Coakley present the Positio? The Congre-
gation will review the Positio of Father Rother 
and come to a conclusion. If they believe that 
Father Rother died for the faith, it will be im-
mediate beatifi cation and they tell the pope he 
has a new Martyr for the faith. Father Rother 

would then be called 
Blessed.

A saint from Okla-
homa – a state that 
is less than 5 percent 
Catholic – would be a 
tremendous accom-
plishment and recog-
nition.

Most states will 
never have a Cause of 
Sainthood opened for 
anyone, so this is a 
unique experience for 
most dioceses. 

For an archdiocese 
that comprises a little 
more than 120,000 
Catholics, an Okla-
homa saint would 
allow parishioners to 
visit his home parish 
and sit where he sat 

during school Masses and Sunday services, 
attend Mass in the parishes he served in here 
and in Guatemala, and Oklahoma prairie his 
family farmed as he worked the land.  

Father Rother is already someone Okla-
homans can look up to, and try to emulate. 
And soon, people from around the world may 
be able to hold him up as an example of the 
faith.

Cara Koenig is the Special Projects Manager 
for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, the Pho-
to Editor for the Sooner Catholic and a member 
for the Historical Commission for the Cause of 
Canonization for Father Stanley F. Rother.
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Oklahoma’s Father Rother one step closer to Sainthood
Archbishop Coakley to present Positio to Vatican in September

By Cara Koenig
The Sooner Catholic

Positio: A comprehensive summary of all documentation; in this con-
text, there are two: the one summarizing the investigation of a can-
didate’s life and heroic virtues or martyrdom and a second for any 
alleged miracles. The positio is prepared by the postulator with the 
assistance of someone from outside the Congregation for the Causes 
of Saints.

Archbishop Coakley and Sr. Marita Rother (Fr. Rother’s sister) looking at the Positio. 
Photo by María Ruiz Scaperlanda.

Fr. Stanley Rother in Guatemala. 
Photo from the Sooner Catholic Archive.

Steps to Sainthood 
for a Martyr

Servant of God: The title given to a can-
didate for sainthood whose cause is under 
investigation, prior to beatifi cation. (Father 
Rother was named a Servant of God in 
2007.)

Beatifi cation: The second stage in the 
process occurs after a diocese or religious 
institute and the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints has conducted a rigorous 
investigation into the person’s life and writ-
ings to determine whether he suffered mar-
tyrdom. Martyrs — those who died for their 
faith — can be beatifi ed without evidence of 
a miracle.

Canonization: The formal process by 
which the Church declares a person to be 
a Saint. A miracle, having occurred after 
his beatifi cation, is needed to be declared a 
Saint.

What is the Congregation for the Caus-
es of Saints? A department of the Roman 
Curia, established originally as the Congre-
gation of Rites by Pope Sixtus V in 1588. 
Reorganized and renamed in 1969 by Pope 
Paul VI, and again in 1983 by Pope John 
Paul II. In addition to making recommen-
dations to the pope on beatifi cations and 
canonizations, it is also responsible for the 
authentication and preservation of sacred 
relics. 

Source: United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops


