
U.S. Pilgrims join Guatemalans to remember 
Fr. Rother anniversary
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Go Make Disciples

Sixty-six pilgrims from the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City and the 
Diocese of Little Rock traveled to 
Guatemala in late July to mark 
the 35th anniversary of the mar-
tyrdom of Servant of God Father 
Stanley Rother, who was killed in 
his rectory in 
Santiago Ati-
tlan on July 
28, 1981.

 
Archbishop 

Coakley 
celebrated 
Mass at Cerro 
de Oro and 
participated 
with more 
than a dozen 
bishops and 
thousands of 
local parish-
ioners at a 
Mass out-
side Father 
Rother’s 
former parish 
in Santiago 
Atitlan. At the end of Mass, bish-
ops were presented with home-
made stoles and hand-carved 
wooden gifts. A special plaque 
was presented by Bishop Villa to 
Sr. Marita Rother, sister of Father 
Rother. In a touching moment, 
several parishioners rushed to the 
stage to surround their former 
pastor Father Thomas McSherry, 
who also served in Guatemala.

Photos Rev. Stephen Bird

Youthful face of mercy 
can change the world, 
pope tells young people
By Junno Arocho Esteves,
Catholic News Service

KRAKOW, Poland – The youthful face of God’s 
mercy can change the hearts of people who have lost 
hope, Pope Francis said. 

A young person who is touched by Christ is “ca-
pable of truly great things,” the pope told thousands 
of young men and women July 28 at the welcoming 
ceremony of World Youth Day in Krakow. 

“Today the Church – and I would add, the world – 
looks to you and wants to learn from you, to be reas-
sured that the Father’s mercy has an ever-youthful 
face and constantly invites us to be part of his king-
dom,” the pope said. 

continued on Page 8



Prayer to 

SAINT MICHAEL 
the Archangel 

  

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against 
the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 

May God rebuke him,  
we humbly pray,  

and do thou,  
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 

by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits,  

who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls.  

Amen 
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

 To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

 To read Archbishop 
Coakley’s Call to Prayer 
and fi nd links to printable 
cards with the Prayer to St. 
Michael in English, Spanish 
and Vietnamese, go online 
to www.archokc.org.

 In anticipation of the 
new abortion clinic in 
southwest Oklahoma City, 
a few blocks from St. James 
parish and other churches, 
join Fr. Pruett, Sr. Maria, 
parishioners at St. James 
and community members 
every morning at 11:30 a.m. 
at 1240 S.W. 44 to pray the 
Rosary. Anyone can 
participate.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Here we go again
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As the old French proverb goes, “The more things 
change the more they stay the same.” Two years ago 
a local Satanist generated considerable controversy 
when he announced that he would be conducting a 
black mass during which he intended to desecrate a 
consecrated Host before an audience of paying cus-
tomers at the Civic Center in downtown Oklahoma 
City. When the municipal government refused to 
intervene to prevent this blasphemous and offensive 
performance, the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City sued 
the satanist and was successful in forcing him to 
return the Host. The event was allowed to continue as 
scheduled, but at least they were denied the opportu-
nity to commit sacrilege by desecrating a consecrated 
Host, the sacrament of the Lord’s Body and Blood. 

The same individual has developed a pattern of pro-
vocative acts of blas-
phemy offensive to 
Catholics and other 
people of faith. This 
past Christmas Eve 
he conducted a ritual 
in front of Saint Jo-
seph’s Old Cathedral, 
mocking an image 
of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary while Mass 
was being celebrated 
inside.

On Divine Mercy 
Sunday this same 
satanist announced 
from the steps of 
the capitol that he 
intends to conduct 
still another anti-
Catholic ritual on 
the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Aug. 15. Once again, this event will be for pay-
ing ticket holders at the Civic Center. Again, he will 
mock the Blessed Mother and conduct a black mass, 
though presumably without a consecrated Host. On 
this occasion, he will also mock people of the Mus-
lim faith by including in his devilish mix burnt pages 
from the holy book of Islam, the Koran.

This time, his efforts have generated far less media 
attention, and this has frustrated him. In a recent 
statement he accused me of coordinating a media 
blackout. He obviously credits me with far more infl u-
ence than I actually wield! 

After refl ecting on what has become a predictable 
pattern of behavior, I have chosen to ignore as far as 
possible this attention-grabbing activity. If we over-
react to his every pronouncement, we make him the 
puppet master by allowing him to anticipate and 
thereby dictate our responses. As we did during the 
black mass in 2014 and on Christmas Eve 2015, I am 

encouraging the Cath-
olic faithful and other 
Christian people to pray 
for the conversion of 
this man and for all who 
have not yet come to 
know the Lord of Life.

I ask that we pray 
through the intercession of 
Saint Michael the Archangel, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and all of the angels and saints that the Lord will watch 
over our community and protect us from evil and its 
many destructive and violent manifestations. I ask 
that prayer be offered in our churches and homes and 
during an ecumenical prayer service and walk. I am 
not encouraging demonstrations at the Civic Center, 

which seem only 
to feed his hunger 
for attention and 
encourage repeat 
performances of 
obscenity and out-
rage. 

As outrageous 
as these satanic 
rituals may be, 
those who perform 
them claim the 
mantle of religious 
liberty. They dis-
tance themselves 
from “atheistic 
satanists” and call 
themselves “theis-
tic satanists.” Their 
rituals are acts of 
worship. 

While we abhor the blasphemies being committed 
by this corruption of authentic worship, this con-
troversy affords us an opportunity to reaffi rm our 
right as Catholics under the same mantle of religious 
liberty to speak the truth in love when we defend 
the sanctity of life and marriage, when we claim the 
liberty to act on our faith in serving the poor and 
marginalized in our charitable institutions, caring for 
the sick in our health care institutions and educating 
children in our Catholic schools. 

As the local government has refused to interfere 
with this abhorrent blasphemous worship that is 
being publicly sanctioned in our community, we trust 
that our government – local, state and federal – will 
reaffi rm its commitment to protect the religious lib-
erty of Christians and other believers as well. 

It is not merely a question of the freedom to worship, 
but freedom to witness and to serve as we live out the 
full implications of our faith in the public square.

     

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

“Eternal Father, I 
offer you the Body and 
Blood, Soul and Divinity 
of Your Dearly Beloved 
Son, Our Lord, Jesus 

Christ, in atonement for 
our sins and those of 

the whole world. 
For the sake of His 

sorrowful Passion, have 
mercy on us.”

Sooner Catholic

By Archbishop Paul S. Coakley,

Offi cial Pastoral Assignments
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Effective Aug. 2, 2016

Associate Pastor
Fr. Davasahayam Undralla St. Mary Church, Ponca City (with Saint Francis of Assisi, Newkirk)

Fr. Rayanna Narisetti  Blessed Sacrament, Lawton (and assisting at Holy Family, Lawton)

Fr. Arokiaswamy Thomas Nallapatti  St. Joseph Church, Norman

Effective Aug. 8, 2016

Fr. Kevin J. Ratterman Epiphany of the Lord, Oklahoma City
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In late May, during the last week 
of school, Rev. James Wickersham 
blessed the Ten Commandment 
monument installed at Saint 
Mary School in Guthrie. There are 
now monuments at 15 of the 21 
schools in the arch-
diocese. The instal-
lation of the monu-
ments is a project of 
the Catholic Founda-
tion of Oklahoma.  

Foundation Presi-
dent Manny Sanchez 
said, “The underlying 
goal of this program 
at the foundation 
is for a monument 
depicting the Ten 
Commandments 
to be placed at each Catholic 
grade school and high school in 
the archdiocese as a guide to all 
Catholic students in their faith for-
mation. The Ten Commandments 
were revealed by God to Moses 
for all of God’s people. They are a 
summary of the law, and they tell 
us how to respond in love to God 
and to our neighbor. All human 
beings are obliged to observe the 
Ten Commandments. Jesus refers 
to the Ten Commandments and 
assures their validity in the dia-
logue with the rich young man in 
Saint Matthew’s Gospel (Mt 19:16-
21).”

The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma has committed to 
raising, through individual dona-
tions, grants and matching funds, 

Ten Commandments 
monument blessed at 

St. Mary School in Guthrie
an amount necessary to produce 
and erect a monument of the Ten 
Commandments at all the Catholic 
grade schools and high schools in 
the archdiocese. Many Knights of 
Columbus Councils have assisted 

their parish’s school in providing 
matching funds for the monu-
ments. The last four monuments 
have been funded from a matching 
grant from the Living Through His 
Word Foundation. 

This Foundation also has com-
mitted matching funds for a por-
tion of the remaining monuments.  
The remaining six schools for 
which the Catholic Foundation is 
seeking funds to purchase monu-
ments are Rosary School, Bishop 
John Carroll School, Saint John 
Nepomuk School, Saint Eugene 
School, Saint Mary School Ponca 
City and Good Shepherd School. 

For more information on this pro-
gram, contact the Catholic Foun-
dation of Oklahoma at (405) 721-
4115 or bsemtner@archokc.org. 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
announced Thursday that Cristo 
Rey Oklahoma City Catholic High 
School will open in fall 2017. The 
school will offer families with limited 
educational opportunities an afford-
able and transformative educational 
option.

Opening in a leased space at 
OSU-Oklahoma City (OSU-OKC) 
located at 900 N. Portland Ave., the 
school’s full enrollment goal is 500 
students. The school will serve 125 
ninth-grade students in its fi rst 
year of operation and will add an 
additional 125 students each sub-
sequent year, until it serves grades 
nine through 12. 

Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Catho-
lic High School will be a member of 
the Cristo Rey Network comprised 
of 32 Catholic, college preparatory 
high schools that serve more than 
10,000 underserved youth across 
21 states and the District of Colum-
bia. The schools combine rigorous 
academics with real-world work 
experience, seeking to prepare their 
students for success in college and 
life. As part of Cristo Rey’s unique 
Corporate Work Study Program, 
students work one day a week in 
professional settings, earning a ma-
jority of their own tuition. 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley said 
the school is poised to have a tre-
mendous impact on both its stu-
dents and the city of Oklahoma City. 

“I have long been interested in 
making Catholic secondary educa-
tion accessible to a wider segment of 
our community. Cristo Rey offers an 
affordable opportunity for an excel-
lent Catholic high school education 
to those students whose families 
might never have considered such 
an option. Its unique model pro-
vides valuable training and work ex-
perience for young men and women 
as they prepare for higher education 
and for the workplace.” 

Over the past 11 months, in col-
laboration with Cristo Rey Network, 
members of the Oklahoma City 
community conducted a feasibil-
ity study to determine whether a 
Cristo Rey school could succeed 
in the city. This thorough assess-
ment examined demographic data, 
educational opportunities, religious, 
philanthropic and business com-
munity support, and other relevant 
market information. 

Bill Price, chairman of the feasibil-
ity study team said the community 
support was overwhelming.

“We have talked to parents who 
are literally begging us to bring 
this school to Oklahoma City. They 
understand how successful this 
model is and what it can do for their 
children and their future.”

Cristo Rey Oklahoma City has 
received letters of intent from more 

Cristo Rey Oklahoma City 
Catholic High School to open in 

Fall 2017
Catholic school to offer education, work opportu-

nities to underserved children

than 30 high profi le business ex-
ecutives to hire students as part of 
the Corporate Work Study Program, 
including Love’s Travel Stops and 
Country Stores, Boeing, Bancfi rst, 
Mercy Health, Phillips Murrah and 
Cox Communications. Cristo Rey 
Oklahoma City is seeking additional 
partners who can provide substan-
tive, productive work opportunities 
for its students.  

Judy Love, co-founder of Love’s 
Travel Stops and Country Stores 
and the honorary chair of the fund-
raising steering committee for Cristo 
Rey, remarked, “The Oklahoma City 
community has once again proven 
their generosity and commitment 
to bettering the lives of others. This 
school will positively affect so many 
lives by providing the opportunity 
for students to reach their full 
potential while exposing them to 
professional careers.” 

Porter Chosen as President
The archdiocese also announced 

Thursday that Renee Alvarado Por-
ter, who formerly served as execu-
tive director of both ChoiceMatters 
and Scissortail Community De-
velopment Corporation, has been 
selected as president of the new 
Cristo Rey Catholic High School. 
Through her prior work with both 
organizations, Porter has been 
advocating for policies that support 
choice in education and more di-
verse education options for parents 
and children. 

“I believe that every child – regard-
less of zip code or income – has the 
right to a high-quality education 
that readies them for success in 
college and in a career,” Porter said. 
“I feel deeply humbled and blessed 
to help establish and lead a school 
that supports that mission.” 

How to become a corporate work 
study partner

Businesses looking to participate 
in the Corporate Work Study Pro-
gram or wanting to request addi-
tional information, should contact 
Regina Birchum, director of the Cor-
porate Work Study Program, at 

regina.birchum@cristoreyokc.org. 
Applying to Cristo Rey
Parents who wish to get more in-

formation about Cristo Rey can visit 
the school’s website at 

www.CristoReyOKC.org or contact 
school President Renee Porter at 
Renee.Porter@CristoReyOKC.org.

Applications for new students are 
due by Jan. 15 for priority deadline, 
and then are accepted on a rolling 
basis until the class is full. 

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner 
Catholic.   

By Diane Clay,

$25,000 raised to support 
OKC’s homeless women 

and children
Catholic Charities’ 7th annual western-themed fundraiser, “Reds, 

Whites and Brews” raised $25,000. About 250 people were in at-
tendance at the event in July. The beer and wine-tasting, held in 
Prosperity Junction at the National Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum, benefi ts Sanctuary Women’s Development Center in Stock-
yards City. Fine wine was provided by vineyards in California and 
Oregon, and craft beer was provided by local breweries. 

Founded in 1912, 
Catholic Charities serves 
all, regardless of race, 
religion or national origin 
through its mission to 
provide help and hope 
through the Catholic tra-
dition of service. Catholic 
Charities serves more 
than 13,000 Oklahomans 
annually. To learn more 
about Catholic Charities, 
visit www.ccaokc.org.



Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley

Archbishop of Oklahoma City

Publisher

Diane Clay 
Editor

Brianna Osborne
Managing Editor

Sooner Catholic Newspaper 
7501 Northwest Expressway 
Oklahoma City, OK 73132

(405) 721-1810 
Fax: (405) 721-5210

E-mail: tips@archokc.org 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 32180

Oklahoma City, OK 73123

Visit us online at 

www.soonercatholic.org

Visit the archdiocesan website 

at www.archokc.org

The Sooner Catholic 

(USPS 066-910) is published 

biweekly except for once in July 

and twice in December by 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

The newspaper is not responsible 

for unsolicited material.  

Copyright © 2016 Sooner Catholic

Subscription rate: $20 per year 

for all who are not members of the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.  

Periodical postage paid at  

Oklahoma City, OK 73125.

POSTMASTER: Send address 

changes to the Sooner Catholic, 

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, 

OK 73123.

 Volume 38, Number 15

The Sooner Catholic 
is supported through the 

Archdiocesan Development Fund.

4   August 7, 2016

About 15 minutes after I arrived 
in Oklahoma City, someone asked 
me what my “plan” for the New 
Evangelization would involve. It 
soon became clear that what the 
person imagined the New Evan-
gelization to be about was a door-
to-door campaign to encourage 
people to consider Catholicism, 
tracking down non-practicing 
Catholics, and filling stadiums 
with big-name speakers who 
would deliver anointed messages.

However, as I’ve settled into the 
Oklahoma scene, the strategy I’ve 
proposed is somewhat different 
from that. I wanted to introduce 

The mustard seed principle in Sooner 
Territory

ples (Luke 6). These men spent the 
next three years journeying with 
him, being formed in his teaching, 
enduring trials and hardships at 
times, accepting correction, and 
sometimes even being turned off 
by Jesus’ teaching – in short, they 
shared their very lives with him. 

Twelve men for three years – not 
a speedy process, even for the Son 
of God! At some point in that jour-
ney, the 12 suddenly blossomed 
into a group of 72 (Luke 10). Each 
of the original 12 apparently had 
gone and rounded up six friends to 
join the fledgling enterprise. 

Two chapters later, in Luke 

sion that Jesus entrusted to them 
before he ascended to heaven: Go 
Make Disciples! Two thousand 
years later, here we are in a land 
yet unknown to the first disciples, 
talking about making disciples!

The “initiatory” process we rec-
ommend takes a total of 36 weeks, 
and deals with the foundational 
issues of beginning a personal 
relationship with Jesus. Instead of 
starting with catechetical-doctri-
nal formation, this process starts 
by helping us to assess the state 
of our own commitment to Christ, 
and our willingness to truly center 
our lives on him.

As the “General Directory of 
Catechesis” points out, “Only by 
starting with conversion, and 
therefore by making allowance for 
the interior disposition of ‘whoever 
believes,’ can catechesis, strictly 
speaking, fulfil its proper task of 
education in the faith.” (62) 

The first year, about 25 disciples 
from 16 parishes made their way 
through the process with me. They 
returned to their parishes to ini-
tiate their own groups, and in the 
time since have raised up nearly 
400 disciples amongst themselves. 
It is hoped that those 400 will 
soon multiply to more than 1,000. 

However, our interest is not only 
in numbers. It is in the powerful 
witness of those who have entered 
into the process with a certain 
magnanimity. We have captured 
a number of their testimonies on 
video this summer, and they reveal 
the power and energy released 
when we focus on our own conver-
sion. They reveal dynamics that 
are possible in the intimacy of a 
small group that are less easy to 
achieve in larger gatherings. 

Moreover, they show how the 
friendships that can grow in a 
small group setting lend them-
selves to a deeper sense of rooted-
ness in the parish. The experience 
of Catholic worship becomes less 
anonymous, and the sense of au-
thentic “communio” (mutual giving 
of gifts) in the Church increases. If 
our parishes become places where 
that happens, they will become 
communities of missionary dis-
ciples for whom evangelization is 
second nature.

To view these testimonies watch 
for them on Facebook, on our 
website and on the archdiocesan 
YouTube channel.

For more information about 
starting the process in your par-
ish, please contact the Office 
of New Evangelization at (405) 
721-5651, Ext. 186, or cbrown@
archokc.org. 

Sooner Catholic

Carole Brown 
Director of New 
Evangelization 

A large part of today’s humanity does not find the Gospel 
in the permanent evangelization of the Church: That is to 
say, the convincing response to the question: How to live?

This is why we are searching for, along with permanent 
and uninterrupted and never to be interrupted evangeliza-
tion, a new evangelization, capable of being heard by that 
world that does not find access to “classic” evangelization. 
Everyone needs the Gospel; the Gospel is destined to all 
and not only to a specific circle and this is why we are 
obliged to look for new ways of bringing the Gospel to all.

Yet another temptation lies hidden beneath this – the 
temptation of impatience, the temptation of immediately 
finding the great success, in finding large numbers. But 
this is not God’s way. For the Kingdom of God as well as for 
evangelization, the instrument and vehicle of the Kingdom 
of God, the parable of the grain of mustard seed is always 
valid (see Mark 4:31-32).

The Kingdom of God always starts anew under this sign. 
New evangelization cannot mean: immediately attracting 
the large masses that have distanced themselves from the 
Church by using new and more refined methods. No – this 
is not what new evangelization promises.

New evangelization means… to dare, once again and with 
the humility of the small grain, to leave up to God the when 
and how it will grow (Mark 4:26-29).

Large things always begin from the small seed, and the 
mass movements are always ephemeral. […] The sources 
are hidden – they are too small. In other words: The large 
realities begin in humility.

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger on the 
New Evangelization

Address to Catechists and Religion Teachers
Jubilee of Catechists, 12 December 2000

a methodology that would help 
foster a culture of “intentional dis-
cipleship” in the parish, using the 
same strategy that Jesus used. 

Start small, and slowly multiply: 
the mustard seed principle. The 
fact that it starts small means it 
doesn’t have the power to impress 
us much, at least at first. But, over 
the long haul, I believe this rather 
humble and hidden method holds 
significant promise for the future 
of Catholicism in the Sooner State. 
Needless to say, this is not a “mi-
crowave” solution. It starts small 
and grows with time, depending on 
the willingness of those who have 
received it to also give it away.

Let’s unpack this. You will recall 
that Jesus started with 12 disci-

13, Jesus reveals what he has in 
mind: “What is the kingdom of 
God like? To what can I compare 
it? It is like a mustard seed that 
a person took and planted in the 
garden. When it was fully grown, it 
became a large bush and ‘the birds 
of the sky dwelt in its branches.’”

Three years after Jesus began 
his ministry, and a scant six 
weeks after his death and resur-
rection, we find 120 gathered in 
the upper room awaiting the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 1-2). Even for Jesus, 
the process of discipleship was a 
slow and laborious one – but nev-
ertheless effective. 

Those disciples emerged from 
the upper room, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit to accomplish the mis-
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Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Sooner Catholic

Making Sense of Bioethics 

Cremains and respect for the human body
In the famous story of David and 

Goliath, Goliath boasts to the young 
David that after he kills him, he will 
give his flesh “to the birds of the sky 
and beasts of the field.” He conveys 
his profound disdain for David by 
speaking this way, deprecating even 
his corpse. 

This offends our sensibility that 
dead bodies should not be des-
ecrated, but should instead be 
respectfully buried. Proper dispo-
sition and care of another’s body 
also manifests our Christian faith 
in the resurrection of that body on 
the Last Day. Over time, this has 
evolved into a deeper understand-
ing about the handling of corpses, 
including regulations surrounding 
cremation.

For Catholics, cremation is con-
sidered an acceptable form of han-
dling the human body after death, 
although as noted in the “Order 
of Christian Funerals,” cremation 
“does not enjoy the same value as 
burial of the body. … The Church 
clearly prefers and urges that the 
body of the deceased be present for 
the funeral rites, since the presence 
of the human body better expresses 
the values that the Church affirms 
in its rites.”

Moreover, cremation can lead to 
problematic practices, which Car-
dinal Raymond Burke references 
in a Pastoral letter to the faithful in 
the Diocese of La Crosse in the year 
2000:

“With the growing practice of 
cremation, there also has devel-

oped a certain lack of care for the 
cremated remains of the dead. 
Funeral directors who have been 
asked to store the cremated re-
mains report that those remains 
often are left unclaimed by family 
or friends. Those charged with the 
arrangements for the funeral rites 

of the deceased should see that 
the cremated remains are interred 
or entombed at the earliest possi-
ble time. … It is not permitted to 
scatter cremated remains over a 
favorite place, and it is not permit-
ted to keep cremated remains in 
one’s home or place other than a 
cemetery. … The cremated remains 
of one deceased person may not be 
mixed with the cremated remains of 
another person. It is not permitted 
to divide the cremated remains and 
inter or entomb them in more than 
one place.”

These clearly articulated concerns 
remind us of our obligation to re-
spect the remains of the dead, even 
in their ashen state. By becoming 
lax in our approach to handling 

cremains, we can easily betray the 
respect that is owed. 

A story comes to mind involving a 
friend of mine who works as a pilot. 
He was asked to take up a passen-
ger in a small plane for the “final 
repose of ashes” into the ocean. As 
they were taking off, he told the 
passenger, “Just be sure that you 
don’t ever open that urn! It needs to 
be thrown overboard when I open 
the hatch window and give you the 
signal.” 

The passenger, however, was 
determined to do it his way, and 
when the pilot opened the window, 
he popped off the top of the urn and 
tried to scatter the ashes at sea. 
Instead, the ashes were seized by 
the violent air currents and scat-
tered throughout the internals of 
the airplane, among all the instru-
mentation and dials, and in the hair 
and clothing of both the pilot and 
the passenger.

Another reason to bury cremains 
in the earth or inter them in a mau-
soleum, rather than scattering them 
abroad, is to establish a particular 
place to be able to visit and pray 
for the soul of that person, in the 
physical presence of their mortal 
remains. The burial site serves as a 
point of reference and connection to 
the embodiment of that individual, 
rather than reducing them to a kind 
of vague and wispy nothingness.

Keeping Grandma’s ashes on the 
fireplace mantle or up in the attic 
alongside the antique paintings is 
another problematic practice that 

can easily end up downplaying or 
denying her human dignity, tempt-
ing us to treat her mortal remains 
as just another item to be moved 
around among our various trinkets. 

It can be helpful to encourage 
the family, and all who are involved 
with cremains, to think about ashes 
in a manner similar to how we’d 
think about a full body. Would we 
keep a casket and corpse at home 
for a few weeks? If not, then we 
shouldn’t do the same with some-
one’s ashes. 

Regrettably, many people are not 
thinking about cremains as the 
revered remnants of a fellow human 
being, but more as something to 
be disposed of whenever it’s conve-
nient for our schedule and budget. 

We don’t approach full-body cas-
kets that way because we recognize 
more clearly the duty to bury our 
beloved dead. The sacred memory 
of our departed family and friends, 
in sum, calls us to carefully attend 
to their remains with authentic and 
objective gestures of respect.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 
earned his doctorate in neuroscience 
from Yale and did post-doctoral 
work at Harvard. He is a priest of 
the diocese of Fall River, Mass., and 
serves as the director of education 
at The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia. 
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By J. E. Helm,

Providing good balance with youth sport, spirituality

Sports is, to say 
the least, an impor-
tant element in our 
American culture, and 
some would say it has 
too much emphasis. 
Patrick Kelly, S.J., has 
edited a book that ex-
plores the role and na-
ture of “youth sports,” 
and he examines 
today’s issues. “Youth 
Sport & Spirituality: 
Catholic Perspectives” 
presents 15 essays by 
various authors writ-

ing on what youth sport is and how it can be 
successfully interwoven with Catholic spiritu-
ality.

Father Kelly is described in the biographies 
section of “Youth Sport” as “a Jesuit priest and 
associate professor of theology and religious 
studies at Seattle University where he teaches 
classes about the history of sport and sport as 
it relates to human development and spiritual-
ity.” 

Father Kelly also brings to his job as editor of 
this book his many years of experience playing 
and coaching sports.

This is a book in two parts, as the table of 
contents shows.

Part 1 includes eight essays on “Research 
Based Theoretical Perspectives.” Authors here 
are university professors, and each essay in-
cludes notes on sources. The title of this first 
section together with the academic style of the 
essays may appear to be intimidating, but all 
of the essays are highly readable.

In his introduction, Kelly acknowledges that 
“sports is pervasive in U.S. culture” while 
making the case that he believes there is still 
the “intrinsic rewards” of sports as well as the 
“human and spiritual significance of play.”

Ch. 1 asks “What is Sport? What Should 
Sport Be?” and looks back at the earliest 
Greek ideas about sports. The author main-
tains that “youth sport should foster competi-
tive play that tests bodily excellence.”

All the authors in this book are clearly 
grounded in Catholic spirituality. Many quote 
Scripture as well as Catholic writers such as 
Saint John Paul II, John Chrysostom, Thomas 
Aquinas and Ignatius Loyola.

Ch. 2, “Christianity and Sport,” disputes 
the idea that “there is something fundamental 
to Christianity that is antithetical to sport.” 
Instead, Father Kelly argues for a description 
of the “human person as a unity of body and 
soul.” 

In the earliest Catholic universities in the 
United States, “students alternated between 
the chapel and the playing field.” This idea was 
continued in Catholic parishes and in “Catho-
lic high school athletic leagues.”

In other chapters, the authors presented 
sports as an opportunity for social devel-
opment, discussing the role played by the 
athletes themselves as well as those of peer, 
coaches and parents.

Ch. 4 is “Youth Sport and Virtue,” and in Ch. 
5, “Playing Like a Champion Today,” coaches 
are described as “coach ministers,” who can 
“help children to grow morally and spiritually.”

Ch. 6 looks at the nature of competition and 
states that “competition is an enjoyable quest 
for excellence” and that “we need to recover … 
and celebrate true competition.”

Ch. 7 contains one of the best essays in the 
book, “Youth Sport and Spirituality.” Father 
Kelly writes that the “bodily experiences of 
young people in sport will necessarily impact 
them at the level of mind and spirit.”

He maintains that “sports can be a spiri-
tually beneficial experience” and regrets that 
“Indeed, even in youth sports … the play 
element is sometimes hard to find.” The “work 

orientation” in our culture “tends to take over 
all aspects of life,” and youth sport that should 
be play becomes work.

Ch. 8 is “For the Love of the Game,” and here 
is presented the closing idea that sports is 
about “celebrating the body” and the “pursuit 
of excellence.”

While Part 1 is somewhat philosophical and 
written by scholars, Part 2, “Practices and 
Perspectives,” is written by people with a great 
deal of coaching experience. These seven es-
says are helpful pieces that offer specific sug-
gestions for building really good youth sport 
programs.

Readers are told in Ch. 9 that games and 
practices should begin with prayer. Here is 
specific advice and illustrative examples for 
“setting and achieving goals” and “relationship 
building.”

In Ch. 10, there is a list of “behaviors asso-
ciated with sport as play,” things like “remem-
ber the age and stage of development of team 
members and treat them accordingly” and 
“have fun coaching.”

Ch. 12 includes the author’s “Pre-Season 
Parents’ Letter” and the “Player Profile com-
pleted by each student. Ch. 14 is “Parents 
as Partners in Youth Sport” and dwell on the 
obvious point that “Parents beliefs and values 
about sport … create a climate at home that 
influences the child in many ways.”

“Youth Sport & Spirituality” is an excel-
lent book that could become a handbook for 
anyone involved in or merely interested in 
sports for young people. In his conclusion, 
Kelly presents his belief that “maybe the time 
has arrived for … youth sport organizations to 
reclaim play and recover the joy that should 
rightly be a part of youth sport.” 

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Retrouvaille is a Catholic minis-
try created to provide support to 
couples who are struggling in their 
marriages by providing a safe, non-
judgmental environment for spouses 
to learn how to communicate their 
needs to each other with respect. 
Although the program is Catholic in 
origin, it is open to all married cou-
ples, regardless of religion. 

The program will begin with 
a weekend-long encounter fol-
lowed by a series of meetings or 
“post-sessions” over the course of 
several months. During the week-
end, a team of three married cou-
ples and a priest lead the program, 
and the post-sessions are led by 
one or two married couples. Father 
Mark Mason from Sacred Heart 
in El Reno assists the couples in 
leading the weekend encounter.

The entire program is confiden-
tial and there is no group sharing 
by the couples in attendance. The 
couples leading the weekend en-
counter share their own personal 
experiences, which cover a wide 

range of topics.
The series of six post-sessions, 

which will be held throughout 
September and October, are a crit-
ical component of the Retrouvaille 
program and offer ongoing support 
that is important to promote heal-
ing between the husband and wife. 

The CORE (Continuing Our Re-
trouvaille Experience) component 
is for couples who have completed 
the program, and helps them rein-
force and implement the commu-
nication tools they learned. 

Jack and Marycarol Page coordi-
nate the Retrouvaille program for 

Retrouvaille: a saving marriage ministry
By Sally Linhart,

Oklahoma and have seen firsthand 
the healing process set into motion 
during the encounter. 

“We often see a change in body 
language between couples from 
Friday night to Sunday afternoon,” 
Marycarol Page said. “They’re sit-
ting closer together, they’re holding 
hands. These couples are starting 
to hear each other.” 

The Pages describe the expe-
rience as a way to help married 
couples learn to extend grace to 
each other, and start to see their 
spouse as person whose needs are 
similar to their own. Any married 

Retrouvaille Oklahoma

Aug. 26-28
Catholic Pastoral Center, OKC.

www.retrouvaille.org
(405) 443-3541

couple who is experiencing discon-
nection from their spouse on any 
level, from simple communication 
struggles to being on the verge 
of divorce, could benefit from the 
program. In addition to a focus on 
communication, there is an em-
phasis on unity in the marriage.

“We see miracles all the time,” 
Marycarol Page said. “Christ calls 
us to serve one another and that’s 
what we focus these couples on.”

The total cost of the program is 
$575, which includes lodging for 
two nights and all meals. A $100 
deposit is due at the time of reg-
istration. The cost covers training 
and transportation expenses for 
the facilitators, however, any mar-
ried couple seeking help is encour-
aged to register. 

If a married couple is unable 
to afford the entire cost, they are 
asked to give to the extent that 
they are able to financially.

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.
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A new program at Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church in Norman is al-
lowing Hispanic and Anglo groups 
to learn and socialize with each 
other in an effort entitled Bridge 
Builders.

The program, explained co-leader 
Toni Frioux, has ended its first year 
with positive 
results.

“It’s awe-
some,” said 
fellow co-leader 
Michelle Pico. 
“People open 
their eyes when 
they start to 
look outside the 
box.”

Saint Joseph’s 
pastor, Rev. 
Scott Boeck-
man, a member of the inaugural 
class of Bridge Builders, agreed.

“I’ve learned that telling people 
your honest opinion and sharing 
real emotions helps to develop 
deeper and stronger relationships,” 
he said.

By getting to know each other, 
Saint Joseph’s growing Hispanic 
community and Anglo parishioners 
learn to help each other grow in 
faith.

“Conversion of hearts has hap-
pened to our first graduating class 
of Bridge Builders and it is beauti-
ful to see,” Father Boeckman said. 

Bridge Builders, Frioux ex-
plained, was created after a parish 
evaluation a few years ago. One 
of the results of that effort was an 
outreach to Saint Joseph’s His-
panic community. She explained 
Saint Joseph’s, with 1,150 families, 
has five Masses each weekend. Two 
of those are now in Spanish, at 
8:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Sunday.

The second outreach was the 
establishment of Bridge Builders. 
The first class has graduated and 
a second one is scheduled to start 
later this month. 

Building cultural bridges 
in Norman 

Father Boeckman pointed out 
that the goal isn’t assimilation for 
Hispanics. Rather it’s integration as 
recommended by the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops. 

“I can say that I have great hope 
for the potential of this bridge 
building process to help us at 

Saint Joseph 
celebrate the 
diversity that is 
among us and 
to become more 
culturally com-
petent,” Father 
Boeckman said. 

To accom-
plish this goal, 
Bridge Builders 
members meet 
regularly and 
sometimes have 

dinner and other activities.
One special event, some Anglos 

hadn’t experienced before, was a 
December Mass in celebration of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, a major 
Catholic observance in Mexico. The 
Mass marks the 1531 apparition of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe to a peas-
ant named Juan Diego.

Frioux called the celebration a 
“wonderful event,” and a “great 
learning experience.”

“This gave them (Anglos) great 
insight and understanding into the 
Hispanic culture,” she said. 

Pico said new members are asked 
to join Bridge Builders and com-
mit to the program and serving the 
parish community. 

“It’s a really good idea, not only 
for Hispanics, but if a parish has 
another community, like a higher 
Asian population,” she said. “Once 
you open your eyes, the walls be-
tween the cultures comes down.”

Father Boeckman explained there 
is one starting point for it all.

“I learned it all begins with listen-
ing.” 

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

Sooner Catholic

At 60 years a priest, Father 
Richard Beckman remains wry and 
active, his friends say, with a still-
sharp sense of humor and a hum-
ble, sacramental imagination that 
sees an opportunity to serve the 
Lord in even the smallest of tasks.

Father Beckman says that 60 
years of priesthood have made him 
“more feeble” – but also have left 
him with “an appreci-
ation of the mercy of 
God.”

He voluntarily says 
Mass on a weekly basis 
for his fellow retirees 
at Via Christi Village in 
Ponca City, ventures to 
area parishes for week-
end celebrations of the 
Mass when local pas-
tors need a substitute 
– and would gladly hear 
your confession except 
that his ears aren’t as 
keen as they once were.

“He just loves what he does in 
his priesthood,” said Becky Tobin 
of Guthrie, who, along with her 
husband, Bill, has been friends 
with Father Beckman since 1981. 
“That was his mission; that was his 
calling from Christ – to be a priest – 
and he’s continued to do that even 
in retirement. He’s fulfilled his voca-
tion as a priest to the max.”

Once an athlete who – behind the 
wheel of his own boat or on vaca-
tions with family friends – taught 
a generation of youngsters to dive, 
waterski and snow ski, he still golfs 
with Bill Tobin as well as regularly 
mows the expansive lawn at the 
farm of his friends, Ray and Jann 
Schieber of Newkirk, who’ve known 
him since 1994.

“He’ll come out to the farm and 
just gander around,” Jann Schieber 
said. “He calls himself ‘the Japanese 
gardener.’ He comes out every week, 
puts his straw hat on and mows 
the lawn. He just makes himself 
at home with our family and has a 
good time.”

He maintains a lively interest in 
politics, art and music, she said. 
Among these higher-minded pur-
suits, though, he also ensures that 
his philodendron is watered reg-
ularly, feeds the birds outside his 
window – and naps.

“It’s wonderful to see him appre-
ciate some of the smallest things,” 
she said.

About it all, he wisecracks.
“He’s very sharp. He has such a 

dry wit about him that’s hilarious,” 
Jann Schieber said.

Becky Tobin concurs: “He has a 
very dry sense of humor. He’s quite 
the character.” 

When he quits a scene, she said, 
whether he’s been at it for a few 
minutes or for hours, he quips, “I’ve 
had a good time at your party. I’ve 
gotta go.”

Brevity is the soul of wit, Shake-
speare said, and Father Beckman 
has mastered brevity. How has he 
changed in 60 years? “Got more 
feeble.” How has his understanding 
of the priesthood changed in 60 

years? “Little.” How has the world 
changed? “A lot.”

Brevity in no way precludes 
profundity, though, and Father 
Beckman possesses that, too. What 
is the most important lesson he’s 
learned in 60 years as a priest? “Go 
slow.” What advice would he give to 
a newly ordained priest? “Keep the 
candle of baptism burning.” Why 

have a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus? 
“He is a brother.”

Schieber says Father 
Beckman “always has 
little beautiful things to 
say.”

“He says we’re all here 
to serve in whatever 
capacity it is,” she said. 
“We’re ordinary people 
doing ordinary things, 
but every single person 
is so important doing 
their part.”

Tobin said, “He has 
not only been a pastor to everybody, 
he also has shown us the way to live 
our lives, how God wanted us to live 
our lives. He’s shown us what it is 
to lead a simple, caring life.”

Born on March 24, 1930, in Chi-
cago, Ill., to “working, middle-class” 
parents, Oscar and Mary Catherine 
Howard Beckman, Father Beckman 
attended parochial schools. In the 
eighth grade, his teacher – a reli-
gious sister – told him he ought to 
attend seminary. So, he did. (Per-
haps she or her fellow sisters gave 
similar advice to his siblings be-
cause one of his three brothers also 
became a priest – and his only sister 
is a nun.)

Ordained a priest on June 10, 
1956, in Chicago, he immediately 
came to what was then the Dio-
cese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa. 
He served in a variety of parishes 
throughout the state. His last three 
pastorates were at Saint Mary 
Church in Guthrie and Saint Mar-
garet Mary in Crescent from 1975 to 
1987; Our Lady of Victory in Pur-
cell and Saint John the Baptist in 
Lexington from 1987 to 1994; and 
Saint Francis of Assisi in Newkirk 
from 1994 to 2006, when he retired.

This summer, on his 60th an-
niversary of ordination, Schieber 
hosted a party for Father Beckman 
at the Ponca City Country Club. 
About 100 friends attended, along 
with his sister and two nieces from 
Chicago, who call him “Unc.”

As he’s apt to do, Father Beckman 
observed and listened more than he 
talked. 

“He’s the type who will always just 
listen to you; he’s such a wonderful 
listener that you end up answering 
your own questions,” Schieber said. 
“He’s just sitting there listening to 
you; pretty soon, you’ve figured it 
out.”

After a happy and nostalgic cel-
ebration, what was left except his 
classic last line? 

“I’ve had a good time at your 
party; I’ve gotta go.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Photos Theresa Bragg

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha

By Steve Gust,

Father Richard Beckman on 60 
years as a priest: “God is good”

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin,

On Saturday, July 9, Saint Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee hosted the 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Honor Dance. Festivities began with a blessing 
and Mass in the abbey church with celebrant Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasys-
zen, O.S.B., abbot of Saint Gregory’s Abbey. He was joined by Deacon 
Roy Callison, coordinator of the American Indian Catholic Outreach 
Office of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.  Brother Isidore Harden, 
O.S.B., was the Honored Gourd Dancer this year. Saint Kateri Tekak-
witha (1656-1680), sometimes called the Lily of the Mohawks, was the 
first American Indian to be declared a saint. She was canonized on Oct. 
21, 2012, and her feast day in the United States is July 14.



Youthful face of mercy can change the world, 
pope tells young people
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Arriving at Blonia Park in his 
popemobile, Pope Francis was envel-
oped in a sea of red, yellow and blue 
as pilgrims donned brightly colored 
ponchos to shield them from the 
rain. 

Taking his seat on the main 
stage, the pope was welcomed 
by Cardinal Stanislaw Dzi-
wisz of Krakow and six young 
men and women representing 
Europe, Asia, North America, 
South America, Africa and 
Australia.

After presenting the pope 
with a custom pilgrim's back-
pack, a group of young per-
formers from around the world 
entertained the pope and the 
crowd by dancing traditional 
dances. The dances ranged 
from a young Indian woman swaying 
to the tune of sitar to a couple mas-
terfully dancing to tango music. 

Following the Gospel reading, the 
pope thanked the youth for their 
presence, greeting them warmly say-
ing, "At last, we are together."

Encouraging them to cheer for 
Saint John Paul II, the pope thanked 
his predecessor for initiating World 
Youth Day. 

"From heaven, he is with us, and 
he sees all of you: So many young 
people from such a variety of na-
tions, cultures and languages, but 
with one goal: that of rejoicing that 
Jesus is in our midst," he said. 

The pope noted the festive at-
mosphere of World Youth Day and 
praised the "enthusiasm, dedication, 
zeal and energy" of the young men 
and women who make God's love 
palpable to the world.

However, while extolling the vir-

tues of a young, merciful heart, the 
pope also lamented young people 
"who seem to have opted for 'early 
retirement.'"

"It worries me to see young people 
who have 'thrown in the towel' be-
fore the game has even begun, who 
are defeated even before they begin 
to play, who walk around glumly as 
if life has no meaning," he said.

Deep down, he added, "young 
people like this are bored and are 
boring."

The celebration in Poland, the 
pope continued, offers an opportu-
nity for young men and women to 
help each other and "not be robbed 
of the best of ourselves."

Pope Francis encouraged 
the youths to look to Jesus 
to receive a "true passion 
for life" and to "give the very 
best of ourselves."

"Are you looking for 
empty thrills in life, or do you want 
to feel a power that can give you a 
lasting sense of life and fulfi llment? 
Which one do you want: empty 
thrills or the power of grace? To fi nd 
fulfi llment, to gain new strength, 
there is a way. It cannot be sold, it 
cannot be bought, it is not a thing, 
nor an object. It is a person: His 
name is Jesus Christ," the pope 
said. 

Nashville Convent

continued from Page 1

He also invited them to dedicate 
their time in Poland to listening to 
Jesus and to each other in order to 
live a full life and to embark "on the 
adventure of mercy."

"Here we are, Lord! Send us to 
share your merciful love," Pope 
Francis prayed. "We want to affi rm 
that our lives are fulfi lled when they 
are shaped by mercy, for that is the 
better part and it will never be taken 
from us."

Photos provided

To learn more about Father Rother and the cause for sainthood, 
go online to 

www.archokc.org/cause-for-beatifi cation-of-father-stanley-rother/home.
 

U.S. Pilgrims join Guatemalans to remember 
Fr. Rother anniversary

On July 30, Archbishop Emeri-
tus Eusebius Beltran celebrated a 
memorial Mass for Father Rother 
at his home parish, Holy Trinity in 
Okarche. He was joined by Father 
John Peter Swaminathan, Dea-
con Max Schwarz and members of 
Father Rother’s family.

Photos Cara Koenig

A group from Prince 
of Peace in Altus 
traveled to Nashville 
where they visited a 
convent. During the 
trip, the girls and 
sponsors of the trip 
threw a surprise party 
for Fr. Cory Stanley, 
who celebrated the 
5th anniversary of his 
ordination.
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Director of admissions
St. Gregory’s University seeks a 

director of admissions responsible 
for the overall functioning of the 
Office of Admissions by develop-
ing and implementing strategies 
for recruiting students for both 
traditional and non-traditional 
academic programs. Bachelor’s de-
gree from an accredited college or 
university and one or more years of 
direct admissions, recruitment ex-
perience at a private not-for-profit 
college or university required. 
Ability to attend night and week-
end events and travel. Application 
at www.stgregorys.edu/about-us/
employment.

Director of campus ministry
St. Gregory’s University seeks a 

director of campus ministry re-
sponsible for integrating Cathol-
icism both on and off campus, 
serving as a liaison to various 
diocesan offices and youth groups, 
while working in tandem with SGU 

Jobs Box
Part-time courtesy driver
Part-time courtesy driver wanted 
for St. Ann. Friendly personality a 
must. Commercial Driver’s License 
(CDL) a plus. Apply at St. Ann Re-
tirement Center, 7501 W. Britton Rd. 

Early childhood teacher - 
Lawton

St. Mary in Lawton is seeking a 
PreK-4 teacher for the 2016-2017 
school year. Bachelor’s degree in 
education with Oklahoma cer-
tification required. Download 
teacher application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/
doc_download/294-teacher-ap-
plication-packet. Send resume, 
cover letter and copy of teaching 
certificate to Nancy Post at nancy.
post@stmarys-ok.org or to St. 
Mary Catholic School, 611 S.W. 
‘A’ Ave., Lawton 73501. Call (580) 
355-5288.

pal experience preferred. Request 
application from the Department 
of Catholic Education, (405) 721-
4202, P.O. Box 32180, OKC 73123 
or dfloyd@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City has an immediate opening for 
an administrative assistant for the 
Office of Stewardship and Develop-
ment. The position is responsible 
for providing assistance and sup-
port of an administrative, clerical 
and technical nature, primarily for 
the executive director. The suc-
cessful candidate will be bilingual 
English/Spanish and organized 
and have excellent written, verbal 
and social media communication 
skills. Familiarity with The Raisers 
Edge or other CRM databases pre-
ferred. Send resume to nlargent@
ArchOKC.org. Applications avail-
able at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter, 7501 Northwest Expressway,   
OKC.

offices to promote an authentically 
Catholic atmosphere. Must be a 
practicing Catholic with a master’s 
degree in theology or related field. 
Bachelor’s degree and experience 
in youth/young adult ministry 
considered. Willingness to work 
some evenings and weekends. Ap-
plication at www.stgregorys.edu/
about-us/employment.

Catholic school principal - 
Okarche

Holy Trinity Catholic School in 
Okarche is seeking a principal 
who will be a faith and academic 
leader for a rural Catholic parish 
school, serving students in grades 
PreK-3 through 8 for the 2016-
2017 school year. Candidates 
must be practicing Catholics with 
knowledge and understanding of 
the Catholic faith. Master’s degree 
in educational administration or 
related field, and a minimum of 
five years educational experience, 
previous administration or princi-

To see more job openings, go 
online to www.soonercatholic.org.

Sooner Catholic

St Marks 25th anniversary

“I am honored, and a little em-
barrassed,” Deacon Dennis Frazier 
said of his latest Chaplain of the 
Year award from the Oklahoma 
City Police Department. “I just 
want to work,” he said humbly. 

Although this is 
his second award in 
two years, this one 
was just tad more 
unique because the 
department re-
named the Chaplin 
award, “The Deacon 
Dennis R. Frazier 
Chaplain of the Year 
Award.” The award, 
which was presented May 19 at the 
Oklahoma City Police Department’s 
Chief’s Prayer Breakfast, reads, 
“This designation is made in grate-
ful appreciation of your continued 
dedication and compassion in 
service to the Oklahoma City Police 
Department and your community.”

“It was a complete surprise to 
Dennis,” Master Sgt. Charlie Phil-
lips said. 

Phillips, the senior chaplain at 
the department, was the driving 
force behind the name change.

“Dennis works harder than any 
paid full-time employee I know and 
this is in addition to 
his other duties as 
a deacon.”

Deacon Frazier 
also is a chaplain 
at Alliance Health 
Deaconess, Integ-
ris Baptist Medical 
Center and Select 
Specialty Hospital.

“I wanted to put 
more emphasis on the award and 
with chaplains like Dennis it was 
very easy to do,” Phillips said. “I 
wanted to honor his heart, spirit 
and work ethic and I thought there 
was no better way than to rename 
the award after Dennis.”

Deacon Frazier, who also was a 
police officer for 25 years, is the 
only deacon working as a police 
chaplain. This provides him with 
a unique understanding since he 
has walked a mile in the shoes 

of the people he 
serves. 

“He is almost like 
a respected father 
figure for a lot of his 
young officers be-
cause he has been 
there and done that 
and he has earned 
the respect of these 
people right off 

the bat. He provides that spiri-
tual support and care they need, 
especially in times like right now,” 
Phillips said.

According to Phillips, the award 
criteria focuses on the chaplain 
who devotes most of their time 
to serving the police community, 
civilian employees, dispatchers 
and police officers, and the one 
who has a strong relationship with 
officers. In addition, the chaplain 
serves all times of the day and 
night, and is there to serve and 
tend his flock. 

“I have a wonderful chaplain 
staff, but with that 
being the criteria, 
as long as Dennis is 
serving as a chap-
lain there would 
be no one else able 
to win the award. 
Even his fellow 
chaplains recognize 
and realize that as 
well,” Phillips said. 

“His example will always be that 
standard by which we measure 
this award,” Master Sgt. Phillips 
said.

Judy Hilovsky is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Police chaplain award renamed 
to honor Deacon Frazier

By Judy Hilovsky,

St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic 
Church in Norman celebrated 25 
years during a Mass and celebra-
tion on July 10. Archbishop Coak-
ley blessed the new tabernacle and 
was joined at Mass by St. Mark’s 
pastor, Rev. Robert Wood, for-
mer pastor, Rev. John Metzinger, 
Archbishop Emeritus Beltran, Rev. 
William Novak, the Vicar General 
for the archdiocese, and Deacon 
Byron Jacobson.

“Within the span of 25 
years, so much generosity 

and so many sacrifices 
have created this Temple… 

It took a great vision to 
start such an endeavor, 
and it took great faith for 
a congregation (smaller 

than what we have today) 
to say “yes” to the plan... 
It was not a commitment 
designed for selfish gain 

but one of selflessness and 
sacrifice... I continue to be 
in awe of what your love 
for Christ and his Church 

has built… what you 
have allowed God to build 

here through you.” 
- Father Wood                                                                                                                                  

Photos Theresa Bragg
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 
ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam 
erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci 
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobor-
tis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. 

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse 
molestie consequat, vel illum dol-
ore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero 
eros et accumsan et iusto odio 
dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis 

dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-

sectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 
ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam 
erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci 
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobor-
tis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum 
iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulpu-
tate velit esse molestie consequat, 
vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan 
et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
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The Catholic Foundation

CORNERSTONE

Gifting Mineral Interests
Did you know that you can give mineral rights 
as a gift to the Catholic Foundation? 

“Mineral rights” are the ownership of the min-
erals below a parcel of land. Minerals include 
oil, natural gas, ores of metals, coal, gemstones, 
dimension stone (quarried natural rock shaped 
to a specific size), construction aggregate and 
evaporates, including salt, potash, gypsum.

Mineral rights sales are filed at the county 
recorder’s office. Mineral rights are verified 
through deeds. Mineral ownership may be 
affected by a will, trust, divorce decree or other 
documents.
 
Oil and gas mineral interests or royalties are 
gifted for a number of reasons. An example 
would be to reduce the taxable portion of a per-
son’s estate. Another reason would be if the oil 
and gas royalties are too small to divide among 
the number of heirs. 

Some owners gift because they no longer have 
the desire to manage their royalties. Gifts of 
more than $5,000 of real estate, mineral or 
royalty interests to the foundation require an 
appraisal. Contact the Catholic foundation for 
more information about making a gift of 
mineral interests. 
 

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.
P.O. Box 32180   n   Oklahoma City, OK 73123

(405) 721-4115   n   www.cfook.org   n bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

Gift of Love Gala 
a great success 

The Gift of Love Gala was held 
June 24 at the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum 
in Oklahoma City.

The gala is a fundraising event 
for the Center of Family Love in 

Okarche; the center provides 
homes for some 120 people with 
physical and intellectual disabil-
ities.

More than 600 people attended 
the event, and Center for Family 
Love Executive Director Debbie 
Espinosa described it as the “big-
gest and most successful gala we 
have ever had.”

It was the third year for the 
gala, which is also sponsored by 
the Knights of Columbus, the 
original founders of the center in 
1981 and longtime loyal support-
ers.

The evening began with a 
reception by dinner and auction 
and raffle. Also included in the 
evening’s program were various 
addresses and the presentation 
of awards.

By J.E. Helm,

Archbishop Emeritus Eusebius 
Beltran accepted the Community 
Volunteer Service Award, which 
recognizes an individual who 
gives of their time and talents 
to help the Center for Family 

Love. Ernest “Ernie” 
L. Chastain accepted 
the Harold L. Wittrock 
Humanitarian Award, 
recognizing a lifetime 
of service and dedica-
tion to the organiza-
tion.

Volunteers are al-
ways welcome at the 
center, and Volunteer 
Director Janie Skal-
ovsky explained that 
there is a volunteer 
activity for just about 

Center of Family 
Love

(405) 263-4658, 
Ext. 1009

www.centeroffamilylove.
org

Donations: 
(405) 236-4658

El presidente panameño Juan Carlos Varela posa con peregrinos 
el 31 de julio durante la Jornada Mundial de la Juventud en la plaza 
principal de Cracovia, Polonia. El papa Francisco anunció que la próx-
ima Jornada Mundial de la Juventud se llevará a cabo en Panamá en 
el 2019. (Foto CNS-Agencja Gazeta, Jakub Porzycki, vía Reuters)

 

anyone who might be interested. 
Volunteers can help with re-

modeling, painting or installing 
a light fixture or “help residents 
write a letter or lead a Bible 
study group.” Donations also are 
needed and welcomed.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Aquí vamos de nuevo
Como dice el viejo proverbio francés dice: 

“Cuanto más cambian las cosas, más permane-
cen igual.” Hace dos años un satanista local 
generó una gran controversia cuando anunció 
que se llevaría a cabo una misa negra durante 
el cual tenía la intención de profanar una Hos-
tia consagrada ante una audiencia de clientes 
que pagaron por entrar al Centro Cívico en el 
centro de la ciudad de Oklahoma. 

Cuando el gobierno municipal se negó a 
intervenir para evitar que esta blasfema y 
ofensiva actuación, la Arquidiócesis de Okla-
homa City demandó al satanista y fue un éxito 
en lo que le obligó a devolver la sagrada 
Hostia. Se dejó que el evento continuara 
como estaba previsto, pero al menos se 
les negó la oportunidad de cometer un 
sacrilegio por profanar una Hostia con-
sagrada, el sacramento del Cuerpo y la 
Sangre del Señor.

El mismo individuo ha desarrollado 
un patrón de actos de provocación que 
son blasfemias y ofensivos a los católi-
cos y otras personas de fe. Esta pasada 
víspera de Navidad llevo a cabo un ritual 
frente a la Antigua Catedral de San José, 
burlándose de una imagen de la Virgen 
María, mientras que la Santa Misa se 
celebraba en el interior.

En este pasado Domingo de la Mis-
ericordia este mismo satanista anunció 
desde los escalones del  capitolio que 
tiene la intención de llevar a cabo aún 
otro ritual anti-católico en la Solemni-
dad de la Asunción de la Virgen María, el 15 
de agosto. Una vez más, este evento tendrá 
taquillas a la venta en el Centro Cívico. Una 
vez más, va a burlarse de la Bienaventurada 
Virgen María, Madre del Señor y Madre nues-
tra, y llevará a cabo una misa negra, aunque 
presumiblemente sin una Hostia consagrada. 
En esta ocasión, también se burlan de la gente 
de la fe musulmana, al incluir en su mezclado 
ritual diabólico páginas quemadas del libro 
sagrado del Islam, el Corán.

Esta vez, sus esfuerzos han generado mucha 
menos atención en los medios de comuni-

cación, y esto lo ha frustrado. En una reciente 
declaración, me acusó de coordinar un bloqueo 
informativo. ¡Obviamente, él me acredita con 
mucha más influencia de la que en realidad 
tengo!

Después de reflexionar sobre lo que se ha 
convertido en un patrón predecible de compor-
tamiento, he optado por ignorar, en la medida 
posible, esta actividad que busca llamar la 
atención. Si reaccionamos a cada uno de sus 
pronunciamientos, lo hacemos el titiritero, al 
permitirle el anticipar y dictar nuestras respu-
estas. Como lo hicimos durante la misa negra 

en el 2014, y en la víspera de Navidad del 
2015, estoy animando a los fieles católicos y 
otros cristianos a orar por la conversión de este 
hombre y por todos los que aún no han llegado 
a conocer al Señor de la Vida.

Les pido que oremos por la intercesión de 
San Miguel Arcángel, la Virgen María y to-
dos los ángeles y santos que el Señor vele por 
nuestra comunidad y nos proteja del mal y 
de todas sus manifestaciones destructivas y 
violentas. Les pido que ofrezcan oraciones en 
nuestras iglesias y en cada hogar y durante un 
servicio de oración ecuménica y caminata. No 

estoy animando 
a que se hagan 
manifestaciones 
en el Centro 
Cívico, que sólo 
parecen alimen-
tar su hambre 
de atención y lo 
alienta a repe-
tir actuaciones 
de obscenidad e 
indignación.

Por más escandalosos que sean estos rituales 
satánicos, aquellos que los realizan recla-
man el manto de la libertad religiosa. Se 
alejan de “satánicos ateos” y llaman a sí 
mismos “satanistas teístas.” Sus rituales 
son actos de culto.

Mientras que aborrecemos las blas-
femias cometidos por esta corrupción de 
culto auténtico, esta controversia nos 
brinda una oportunidad para reafirmar 
nuestro derecho como católicos bajo el 
mismo manto de la libertad religiosa para 
hablar la verdad en amor cuando defen-
demos la santidad de la vida y el matri-
monio, cuando reclamamos la libertad 
para ejercer nuestra fe en el servicio a los 
pobres y marginados en nuestras insti-
tuciones de caridad, el cuidado de los 
enfermos en nuestras instituciones de 
cuidado de la salud y la educación de los 
niños en nuestras Escuelas Católicas.

A medida que el gobierno local se ha 
negado a interferir con este culto blasfemo y 
aberrante que está siendo sancionado públi-
camente en nuestra comunidad, confiamos en 
que nuestro gobierno - local, estatal y federal 
- reafirme su compromiso de proteger la liber-
tad religiosa de los cristianos y otros creyentes 
también.

No es simplemente una cuestión de la liber-
tad de culto, sino la libertad de testimoniar y 
servir a medida que vivamos públicamente todo 
lo que nos exige nuestra fe. 
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Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Sobre las revelaciones privadas: un mini curso
En respuesta a las preguntas con respecto a la devoción a la Preciosísima Sangre

Durante los últimos meses he recibido varias 
llamadas de pastores y fieles sobre la expan-
sión a través de la arquidiócesis de la devo-
ción a la Preciosísima Sangre de Jesús. Esta 
devoción tiene una larga historia en la Iglesia 
Católica.

Hace cinco siglos la Fiesta de la Preciosa 
Sangre se celebraba en España y desde allí se 
expandió a Italia y desde allí la devoción llego 
a todo el mundo. Una comunidad de sacer-
dotes, los Misioneros de la Preciosísima San-
gre, fue fundada por San Gaspar en el siglo 
19 y probablemente tuvieron mucho que ver 
con el establecimiento de la Fiesta de la Pre-
ciosa Sangre en los Estados Unidos el viernes 
después de que el cuarto domingo en Cuare-
sma hace dos siglos.

Con la renovación del calendario litúrgico la 
fiesta se eliminó porque, según el Vaticano, la 
Preciosísima Sangre de Cristo Redentor ya se 
venera durante las fiestas de la pasión, Cor-
pus Christi, Sagrado Corazón de Jesús, y en la 
fiesta de la Exaltación de la Santa Cruz. (Una 
misa votiva a la Preciosa Sangre todavía se 
incluye en el Misal)

Para mi sorpresa las preguntas recientes 
con respecto a esta devoción tenían poco que 
ver con esta historia pasada de la devoción a 
la Preciosa Sangre, pero se concentraban en 

una serie de supuestas revelaciones privadas a 
Bernabé Nwoye en Nigeria.

Como adolescente Bernabé Nwoye, de Olo, 
estado de Enugo, en Nigeria, dijo tener visiones 
y mensajes del Señor sobre la devoción a la 
Preciosa Sangre. Estos supuestos mensajes, 
que aún continúan, están bajo estudio y debido 
a esto no han recibido la aprobación oficial de 
la iglesia.

La Iglesia Católica nunca da la aprobación 
oficial de supuestas revelaciones privadas, 
mientras que todavía están en curso. (¡Esta 
es la razón por la cual todavía no existe un 
reconocimiento oficial de Medjugorje!)

Como dijo una vez el Obispo Peter Sartain 
con respecto a una situación similar, cuando 
estaba sirviendo en la Diócesis de Joliet:

“Como saben la Iglesia toma mucho tiempo y 
cuidado antes de declarar que una aparición es 
digna de fe, e incluso entonces, nunca dice que 
un católico debe aceptar la aparición como una 
cuestión de fe. Hay que evitar dar la impresión 
de que supuestas apariciones, de la que la 
Iglesia aún no ha hecho un juicio, de alguna 
manera están ya aprobadas. ... Es nuestra 
responsabilidad ver que nuestros feligreses no 
sean guiados por un camino equivocado. Eso 
no quiere decir que los que nos piden que se 
promuevan estas materias están haciendo algo 

de mala fe, pero hay que tener mucho cuidado 
de no confundir a nuestros feligreses.”

Para ser totalmente honesto, estoy consciente 
de que un teólogo de Nigeria cree que no hay 
nada contrario a la fe en los mensajes de Bern-
abé Nwoye pero esto no equivale a un recono-
cimiento por parte de la autoridad competente 
de la iglesia de que las pretendidas revelaciones 
privadas del Sr. Nwoye sean verdaderas. Para 
complicar aún más las cosas hay varios grupos 
separados que promueven la devoción que han 
recibido la condena de varios obispos.

El año pasado, el Cardenal Norberto Rivera 
Carrera de la Arquidiócesis de México emitió 
una circular en la que se le informó a los sac-
erdotes y a los fieles que la devoción a la Pre-
ciosísima Sangre de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo 
necesita ser guiada hacia una adhesión más 
fiel al Evangelio y un mejor cumplimiento con 
la doctrina universal de la Iglesia Católica, con 
el fin de evitar desviaciones en la vida cristiana.

Sin examinar todos los aspectos de los men-
sajes del Sr. Nwoye hay un aspecto de esta su-
puesta revelación privada que encuentro partic-
ularmente difícil de tragar. Me refiero a lo que 
se conoce en el folleto de esta devoción como El 
Sello: “Uno descubrirá de esta devoción lo del 
gran sello de Dios, el Tabernáculo viviente en 
nuestros corazones, que los ángeles 

Por Pedro A. Moreno, O.P., M.R.E.
Director de la Oficina del Ministerio Hispano
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On private revelations: A mini course
Responding to questions regarding the Devotion to the Precious Blood

During the past few months, I 
have received various calls from 
pastors and faithful on the expan-
sion throughout the archdiocese of 
the Devotion to the Precious Blood 
of Jesus. This devotion has a long 
history in the Catholic Church.

Five centuries ago, the Feast of 
the Precious Blood was celebrated 
in Spain and from there it ex-
panded into Italy and from there 
the devotion caught on throughout 
the whole world. A community of 
priests, the Missionaries of the 
Most Precious Blood was founded 
by Saint Gaspar in the 19th cen-
tury and they probably had a lot 
to do with the establishment of the 
Feast of the Precious Blood in the 
United States on the Friday after 
the fourth Sunday in Lent two cen-
turies ago.

With the renewal of the Liturgi-
cal Calendar the feast was dropped 
because, according to the Vatican, 
the Most Precious Blood of Christ 
the Redeemer is already venerated 
during the solemnities of the Pas-
sion, Corpus Christi, Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, and in the feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross. (A 
Votive Mass to the Precious Blood 
is still included in the Missal.)

To my surprise, the recent ques-
tions regarding this devotion had 
little to do with this past history of 
devotion to the Precious Blood, but 
concentrated on a series of sup-
posed private revelations to Barna-
bas Nwoye in Nigeria.

As an adolescent, Barnabas 
Nwoye, of Olo, Enugo State, Ni-
geria, claims to have had visions 
and messages of the Lord regard-
ing the devotion to the Precious 
Blood. These claims are under 
study, supposedly still ongoing, 
and because of this, they have not 
received official Church approval. 

The Catholic Church never gives 
official approval of supposed pri-
vate revelations while they are still 
ongoing. (This is why there is no 
official recognition of Medjugorje 

yet!)
As Bishop Peter Sartain once 

said regarding a similar situation 
when he was serving in the Dio-
cese of Joliet:

“As you know, the Church takes 
great time and care before declar-
ing that an apparition is worthy of 
belief, and even then it never says 
that a Catholic must accept the 
apparition as a matter of faith. We 
must avoid giving the impression 
that alleged apparitions about 
which the Church has not made 
a judgment are somehow already 
approved. … It is our responsibil-
ity to see that our parishioners are 
not led down the wrong path. That 
is not to say that those who ask us 
to promote these matters are doing 
so out of bad faith, but we must 
be extremely careful not to confuse 
our parishioners.” 

To be totally honest I am aware 
that a theologian from Nigeria 
believes that there is nothing con-
trary to the faith in the messages 
of Barnabas Nwoye, but this does 
not equate to a recognition by the 
proper Church authority that the 
claims of private revelations from 
Mr. Nwoye are true. To complicate 
matters even more, there are vari-
ous splinter groups promoting the 
devotion that have received con-
demnation from various bishops. 

Last year, Cardinal Norberto 
Rivera Carrera from the Archdi-
ocese of Mexico issued a circular 
in which he informed the priests 
and lay faithful that the Devotion 
to the Precious Blood of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ needed to be directed 
to a more faithful adherence to 
the Gospel and greater compliance 
with the universal doctrine of the 
Catholic Church, in order to avoid 
deviations in the Christian life.

Without dissecting every aspect 
of the messages of Mr. Nwoye, 
there is one aspect of this sup-
posed private revelation that I find 
particularly difficult to swallow. I 
am referring to what is referred to 

in the booklet of this devotion as 
The Seal: “One will discover from 
this devotion about the Great Seal 
of God, the living tabernacle in our 
hearts, which the angels place in 
our souls during the hour of seal. 
Without this seal, one will bear the 
enemy’s own seal of 666.”

Here is where, in my opinion, 
this supposed private revelation 
leaves some serious doubts in my 
mind.

According to the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, paragraph 
67, private revelations have some 
unique characteristics:

“Throughout the ages, there 
have been so-called ‘private’ reve-
lations, some of which have been 
recognized by the authority of 
the Church. They do not belong, 
however, to the deposit of faith. It is 
not their role to improve or com-
plete Christ’s definitive revelation, 
but to help live more fully by it in 
a certain period of history. Guided 
by the Magisterium of the Church, 
the sensus fidelium knows how 
to discern and welcome in these 
revelations whatever constitutes 
an authentic call of Christ or his 
saints to the Church. … Christian 
faith cannot accept ‘revelations’ 
that claim to surpass or correct the 
revelation of which Christ is the 
fulfilment, as is the case in certain 
nonChristian religions and also 
in certain recent sects that base 
themselves on such ‘revelations.’”

Authentic private revelations do 
not improve or complete Christ’s 
definitive revelation. Private reve-
lations cannot claim to surpass 
or correct the revelation of which 
Christ is the fulfilment.

When we were baptized, we 
received the anointing with sa-
cred chrism, that perfumed oil 
consecrated by the bishop, which 
communicates the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to the newly baptized, who 
has become a Christian, that is, 
one “anointed” by the Holy Spirit, 
incorporated into Christ who is 
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By Pedro A. Moreno, O.P., M.R.E.
Director, Office of Hispanic Ministry

anointed priest, prophet, and king. 
Once anointed, we received an 
indelible seal on our soul marking 
us as belonging to God forever. 

When we were confirmed we 
received the anointing with chrism 
on the forehead, which is done 
by the laying on of the hand, and 
through the words: “Be sealed with 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

According to Mr. Barnabas 
Nwoye’s supposed private reve-
lations, the seals we received at 
Baptism and Confirmation appar-
ently are not enough, and now we 
must follow some additional devo-
tions to be truly sealed against the 
enemy. According to this supposed 
private revelation, devotions are 
more powerful and can “protect 
you” more than the Sacraments of 
Initiation.

This is not devotion, this sounds 
more like superstition. The Cate-
chism, paragraph 2111, also ex-
plains what superstition is: Super-
stition is the deviation of religious 
feeling and of the practices this 
feeling imposes. It can even affect 
the worship we offer the true God, 
e.g., when one attributes an im-
portance in some way magical to 
certain practices otherwise lawful 
or necessary. To attribute the effi-
cacy of prayers or of sacramental 
signs to their mere external per-
formance, apart from the interior 
dispositions that they demand, is 
to fall into superstition.

One of my favorite statements 
on private revelations comes from 
the Franciscan Father Benedict J. 
Groeschel, C.F.R., when he said 
in Ch. 2 of his book “A Small Still 
Voice” the following: “Private reve-
lations are not the most important 
thing in the world. The consistent 
and authentic pursuit of a holy life 
leading to a loving union with God 
is the essential element of true 
religion.”

Please be prudent and cautious 
with supposed private revelations, 
they could lead us astray. 

ponen en nuestra propia alma durante la 
hora del sello. Sin este sello, uno llevará el 
sello del enemigo, el 666”.

Aquí es donde, en mi opinión, es donde esta 
supuesta revelación privada deja serias dudas 
en mi mente.

De acuerdo con el Catecismo de la Iglesia 
Católica, párrafo 67, las revelaciones privadas 
tienen algunas características únicas...  

“A lo largo de los siglos ha habido revela-
ciones llamadas ‘privadas’, algunas de las 
cuales han sido reconocidas por la autoridad 
de la Iglesia. Estas, sin embargo, no pertene-
cen al depósito de la fe. Su función no es la 
de ‘mejorar’ o ‘completar’ la Revelación de-
finitiva de Cristo, sino la de ayudar a vivirla 
más plenamente en una cierta época de la 
historia. Guiado por el Magisterio de la Iglesia, 
el sentir de los fieles sabe discernir y acoger 
lo que en estas revelaciones constituye una 
llamada auténtica de Cristo o de sus santos a 
la Iglesia. … La fe cristiana no puede aceptar 
‘revelaciones’ que pretenden superar o corregir 
la Revelación de la que Cristo es la plenitud. 
Es el caso de ciertas religiones no cristianas 
y también de ciertas sectas recientes que se 

fundan en semejantes ‘revelaciones’”.
Auténticas revelaciones privadas no mejoran, 

no añaden, ni completan la Revelación defini-
tiva de Cristo. Las revelaciones privadas no pu-
eden pretender superar o corregir la Revelación 
de la que Cristo es el cumplimiento.

Cuando fuimos bautizados recibimos la un-
ción con el santo crisma, el aceite perfumado 
consagrado por el obispo, que comunica el don 
del Espíritu Santo a los recién bautizados, que 
se han convertido en cristianos, es decir, un 
“ungido” por el Espíritu Santo, incorporado a 
Cristo que es ungido como sacerdote, profeta y 
rey. Una vez ungidos recibimos un sello indele-
ble en nuestra alma que nos ha marcado como 
perteneciente a Dios para siempre.

La confirmación es conferida por la unción 
del santo crisma en la frente, hecha impo-
niendo la mano, y con estas palabras: “Recibe 
por esta señal el don del Espíritu Santo”. 

De acuerdo con supuestas revelaciones priva-
das del señor Bernabé Nwoye los sellos que he-
mos recibido en el bautismo y la confirmación, 
aparentemente, no son suficientes y ahora 
hay que seguir algunas devociones adicionales 
para verdaderamente estar sellados contra el 
enemigo. De acuerdo con esta supuesta revela-
ción privada las devociones son más potentes y 

pueden “proteger” más que los Sacramentos de 
Iniciación.

Esta no es devoción, esto suena más como 
superstición. El Catecismo, párrafo 2111, tam-
bién explica que: “La superstición es la desvia-
ción del sentimiento religioso y de las prácticas 
que impone. Puede afectar también al culto que 
damos al verdadero Dios, por ejemplo, cuando 
se atribuye una importancia, de algún modo, 
mágica a ciertas prácticas, por otra parte, 
legítimas o necesarias. Atribuir su eficacia a 
la sola materialidad de las oraciones o de los 
signos sacramentales, prescindiendo de las 
disposiciones interiores que exigen, es caer en 
la superstición”.

Una de mis declaraciones preferidas sobre las 
revelaciones privadas proviene del padre fran-
ciscano Benedict J. Groeschel, C.F.R. (Que en 
paz descanse), cuando dijo en el capítulo dos 
de su libro “A Small Still Voice,”  lo siguiente... 
“Las revelaciones privadas no son lo más im-
portante en el mundo. La búsqueda constante 
y auténtica de una vida santa que lleva a una 
unión de amor con Dios es el elemento esencial 
de la verdadera religión...”

Por favor, sean prudentes y cautelosos con 
supuestas revelaciones privadas, ya que po-
drían llevarnos por mal camino.

Sobre las revelaciones privadas:



Briefs
Certificate in leadership 
ministry

This program will promote dy-
namic leadership for lifelong cat-
echesis and youth ministry in 
parishes. Leaders will participate 
in a series of eight courses that will 
lead to a certificate. The program is 
designed for pastors/associate pas-
tors, deacons, youth ministry coor-
dinators, prospective youth min-
istry leaders, directors of religious 
education, high school campus 
ministers or youth ministry teams. 
Courses in October, November, 
February and March at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center. Contact (405) 
721-9220, Nhoush@archokc.org.

Retreat in Daily Life preview
A preview of the Retreat in Daily 

Life will be from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. Wednesdays, Aug. 10, 17 and 
24, at St. Eugene’s. The purpose 
is to help people discerning their 
participation in the retreat that be-
gins Oct. 1. Call (405) 341-2515. A 
retreat preview also will be held at 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday mornings Aug. 
9, 16, and 23 at St. Paul Episcopal 
Church. Call (405) 819-7256.

Unity Prayer Service and Walk
Join the Family Policy Institute of 

Oklahoma and hundreds of faithful 
Catholics, Methodists, Anglicans, 
Baptists, Evangelicals and others 
for a special prayer event Aug. 15, 
in celebration of the love and mercy 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The walk 
begins at 6 p.m. at the Jesus Wept 
Statue, N.W. 5 and Harvey Avenue. 
Prayer service at 6:30 p.m., First 
Church in downtown OKC, 131 
N.W. 4 at Robinson Avenue. 

Bingo at St. James
Bingo at St. James, 4201 S. 

McKinley Ave., on Aug. 25. Food 
and beverages at 5:45 p.m., bingo 
at 6:30 p.m. All games $10. Door 
prizes; recognition for August 
birthdays. Players receive a ticket 
for a large flat screen TV to be given 
away in October.

Bishop McGuinness trivia night
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School Alumni Association 
hosts the 10th annual Trivia Night 
Aug. 27 in the school commons. 
Proceeds benefit the Alumni Asso-
ciation Scholarship Fund. Tickets 
$20; $200 for a table of 10. Din-
ner included, cash bar available. 
VIP tables $350. Must be at least 
21. Seating limited. Reservations 
required. Dinner at 6 p.m.; trivia at 
7 p.m.  Registration form at www.
bmchs.org or contact Carly Tribbey 
at bmchstrivia@gmail.com. 

Group trip to Branson 
Weekend in Branson Sept. 22-

24, 2016. Holy Spirit Shrine, Brett 
Family Show; Texas Tenors show; 
and “Moses;” Leisure time/shop-
ping in Old Town Branson and The 
Landing. Three shows. Four Meals. 
Transportation. Lodging. $389 
pp $100 deposit. Balance due Aug. 
21. Contact Melani Roewe, (403) 
293-2003, melani@travelovertures.
com.

Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development 

Applications for the Catholic 
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Campaign for Human Development 
are due Sept. 1. Download applica-
tion at http://catholiccharitiesok.
org/Parish-Engagement. For ques-
tions, call Becky VanPool, (405) 
523-3000, Ext. 245.  

Friends of the Mission of St 
Gregory’s University banquet

The Friends of the Mission of St 
Gregory’s University invite every-
one to their first banquet at 6 p.m. 
Sept. 3, at the Benedict Street 
Marketplace in Shawnee. Michael 
Scaperlanda, president of St. Gre-
gory’s, is keynote speaker. Hear 
the great plans for the state’s only 
Catholic university. Tickets $25, 
available at Benedict Street Market-
place or e-mail mail@fm-sgu.org.

Ladies group trip to Branson
“Ladies Only” weekend getaway to 

Branson Oct. 13-15. B&B $449 pp, 
dbl occ. includes six meals, four 
shows, cruise, wine/food class, 
winery tour/tasting, transportation 
with refreshments, and lodging. 
$150 deposit. Balance due Sept. 
19. Contact Melani Roewe, (403) 
293-2003, melani@travelovertures.
com.

Oktoberfest at Holy Spirit – 
Mustang

Holy Spirit in Mustang is cele-

brating Oktoberfest from 6:30 p.m. 
to 11 p.m., Sept. 24. Reserve a seat 
by calling the church office at (405) 
376-9435 or visit www.holyspirit-
mustang.org, and select the Okto-
berfest link. Proceeds to the new 
church building fund. 

St. John Nepomuk inquiry ses-
sions

For people with questions about 
the Catholic faith and the process 
of joining the Church, there is an 
inquiry session at 7 p.m. Aug. 11, 
in Marian Hall at St. John Nepo-
muk, 600 Garth Brooks Blvd., in 
Yukon. Open to adults age 15 and 
older who are not baptized, and 
people who are baptized Christians 
from other faith backgrounds. 
Practicing Catholics with inquirers 
also welcome. Participants who 
wish to continue the process will 
join the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion of Adults (RCIA) for weekly 
sessions beginning in September. 
E-mail rcia@sjnok.org or visit www.
sjnok.org; “Faith Formation.” The 
sessions are free and imply no 
commitment to join the Catholic 
Church. 

Call for Our Lady’s and Bishop 
John Carroll alumni

An all school open house will 

be Aug. 14 with Mass at 10 a.m., 
a Knights of Columbus pancake 
breakfast in Connor Center from 
11 a.m. to Noon, then tours of 
the school from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
All school attendees are invited 
to the open house and don’t have 
to be a registered member of the 
association. Connect with the 
alumni association on Facebook 
(Our Lady’s/Bishop John Carroll 
Alumni Association) or by e-mail at 
alumni1919@bjcs.org. 

Pre-Cana classes
Pre-Cana is a day for couples pre-

paring for the Sacrament of mar-
riage. A specially prepared team 
share their experience and infor-
mation with the intention of en-
abling engaged couples to be more 
aware of the privileges and respon-
sibilities of marriage. Classes at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway. Spanish 
classes are Aug. 20, Oct. 1 or Nov. 
12. English classes are Aug. 20 
or Oct. 15. Registration begins at 
8:15 a.m. and the program starts 
at 8:45 a.m., ending at 4 p.m. Call 
(405) 721-8944. Download registra-
tion form online at www.archokc.
org.  

Playing for the Plaid
St. Mary Catholic School 6th an-

nual Playing for the Plaid is Aug. 20 
at Cimarron National Golf Course, 
500 Duffy’s Way, Guthrie. Cost is 
$75 pp./$300 per team, includes 
golf, cart, pastry breakfast, lunch 
and range balls. Check-in 7 a.m. 
Shotgun start 8 a.m. Payne Stewart 
“Best Dressed Team” contest. Mail 
registration to St. Mary Catholic 
School, 502 East Warner, Guthrie 
73044. Make checks payable to 
St. Mary Catholic School PTO. Call 
(405) 282-2071.

Rosary School Bulldog Classic 
golf tournament  

Begins at 8 a.m. Aug. 20 at 
Lincoln Park Golf Course. Contact 
Darry Brewer at (405) 833-4708, 
darry.brew@gmail.com.

St. Philip Neri small group study
“Wisdom and Works of Mercy:” 

for people who have completed the 
“33 Days to Morning Glory” and 
“Consoling the Heart of Jesus” 
retreats and wonder what comes 
next? This small group study is 
open to everyone and begins at St. 
Philip Neri Aug. 22. There are two 
sessions available: Monday from 
1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. The 10-part study is the 
next stage in “Hearts Afire Parish 
Based Programs” for the New Evan-
gelization. Contact Peggy Brown at 
(405) 737-4476.  

Retrouvaille
Retrouvaille is for couples with 

troubled marriages, including 
separated and divorced couples 
who want to try again to make their 
marriage work. Retrouvaille begins 
with a weekend, Aug. 26-28 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, OKC. Six 
follow-up sessions required follow-
ing the weekend. Call (405) 443-
3541 or go online to www.HelpOur-
Marriage.com.

By Sally Crowe Nash,

“For the lazy days of summer, 
you do not need me to tell you 
that a lot has been going on in our 
world, close to home and around 
the world. And, most of it has been 
bad if not downright horrific. The 
cumulative effect of the reports of 
man’s inhumanity to man throws 
me into what I term “panic prayer,” 
or “Dear God, help us – right now!”

Then, I start to feel numb, 
and teeter close to despair be-
cause I cannot “fix” anything. My 
prayer doesn’t get very far when 
it becomes all about me “fixing” 
a situation with my specific solu-
tion.  Real prayer is allowing Jesus 
to walk with me and opening my 
heart to what He can do.

That occurred to me during 
one of my “panic prayers.” It was 
not a comfortable moment, so I 
tried to recall where that guid-
ance originated. “God is not a slot 
machine. We don’t go to God to get 
something, we go to God to give 
something.” I had heard Mother 
Angelica say that on one of her 
“Mornings with Mother” radio pro-
grams. Oh, right. I began recalling 
other thoughts I had learned from 
listening to Mother Angelica, and 
I realized my despair was being 
transformed into trust in Jesus for 
His answers, not mine.

I started thanking God for the 
privilege of hearing Mother An-
gelica on Catholic radio. It was, I 
realized, a moment of grace, so I 
started recalling some of the other 

Are You Listening?
radio programs that grace my life 
when I am tuned into Catholic 
radio.

Father Don Wolf’s, “Living Cath-
olic” is described as “A fresh look 
at issues that affect each of us 
today.” Just in 2016, those is-
sues have ranged from celibacy 
to forming our consciences, from 
religious freedom to suicide to yoga 
and many more. My friend and 
fellow volunteer, Norma Sobczyk 
introduced me to Bishop Barron 
and now I listen to his “Word on 
Fire” as a part of the daily morning 
program known as “Father’s Know 
Best,” which also features Fr. Larry 
Richards, Fr. John Riccardo and 
Fr. Benedict Groeschel.

You can be in the world, but not 
of it when you are listening to Ray-
mond Arroyo on “The Word Over, 
Live.” Arroyo interviews the world’s 
news makers and shines the spot-
light on the bad and the ugly along 
with the good.

I have featured our great local 
Oklahoma programming in past 
columns. All of these programs 
have offered me grace at varying 
times, and inform my life. I had to 
share this, because you, like me, 
may have been suffering from the 
malaise of this eventful summer. I 
hope you, like me, will find an-
swers in Jesus through listening to 
Oklahoma Catholic Broadcasting.

Sally Crowe Nash 
Sallycrowenash@gmail.com 
(405) 441-3798
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August

Feast of St. Dominic. 

Retreat in Daily Life preview 
at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday morn-
ings Aug. 9, 16, and 23 at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 
Call Cathy O’Connor (405) 
819-7256.

Retreat in Daily Life preview 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday mornings Aug. 
10, 17, and 24 at St. Eugene’s 
Catholic Church. Call Joe 
Froehle (405) 341-2515.

St. John Nepomuk inquiry 
session at 7 p.m. in Marian 
Hall at St. John Nepomuk, 
600 Garth Brooks Blvd., 
Yukon. For people with ques-
tions about the Catholic faith 
and the process of joining the 
Church. E-mail rcia@sjnok.
org or visit www.sjnok.org - 
“Faith Formation.” 
The sessions are free and im-
ply no commitment to join the 
Catholic Church. 

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m. every Thurs-
day, Catholic Pastoral Center 
chapel and Rm. C-1. Bring 
bible. Contact Toni Calvey 
at (405) 630-0539, toni-
calvey1900@gmail.com or visit 
www.spiritOKC.org.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus. An unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-
haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation. 
From 9 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

7

9

10

11

11

11

St. James, 4201 S. McKinley 
Ave., OKC. (405) 420-2527.

Eucharistic adoration held 
each week from 9 p.m. Thurs-
day to 3 p.m. Friday at the 
Gospel of Life Dwelling chapel, 
1145 S.W. 42, OKC. Enter 
through side door. Contact Sr. 
Maria at (405) 778-1107.

Bingo at St. James. Dinner 
6:15 p.m. Games 7 p.m. with 
second session at 8:30 p.m.

St. Joseph’s Orphanage re-
union from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Trinity Gardens, Garvey 
Room, 3825 N.W. 19, OKC. 

Our Lady’s and Bishop John 
Carroll open house. Mass at 
10 a.m., a Knights of Colum-
bus pancake breakfast in 
Connor Center from 11 a.m. 
to Noon, school tours 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. All school attendees 
invited.

Charismatic Healing Mass 
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at 
Immaculate Conception Par-
ish, 3901 S.W. 29, OKC. 

The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

Unity Prayer Service and 
Walk. Prayer walk at 6 p.m. 
begins at the Jesus Wept 
Statue, N.W. 5 and Harvey 
Avenue. Prayer Service at 6:30 
p.m., First Church, 131 N.W. 
4 at Robinson Avenue. 

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to Infant Jesus of Prague. 

11
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13

14

14

15

15

17
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During these nine days, the 
novena will be as follows: 
Monday-Friday following Noon 
Mass. Saturday after 5 p.m. 
Mass, and Sunday after 11 
a.m. Mass.

Pre-Cana classes in English 
and Spanish at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Call (405) 
721-8944. Download regis-
tration form online at www.
archokc.org.

St. Mary Catholic School 6th 
annual Playing for the Plaid 
at Cimarron National Golf 
Course, 500 Duffy’s Way, 
Guthrie. Call (405) 282-2071.

Rosary School Bulldog Classic 
golf tournament 8 a.m. at Lin-
coln Park Golf Course. Contact 
Darry Brewer at (405) 833-
4708, darry.brew@gmail.com.

St. Philip Neri small group 
study from 1:30 p.m. to 3 
p.m. or 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
1107 Felix Place, MWC. 
Contact Peggy Brown at (405) 
737-4476.

20

20

20

22

Bingo at St. James, 4201 S. 
McKinley Ave, OKC. Food at 
5:45 p.m. and bingo at 6:30 
p.m. All games $10.

Retrouvaille for couples with 
troubled marriages, including 
separated and divorced cou-
ples who want to make their 
marriage work. Retrouvaille 
begins with a weekend, Aug. 
26-28 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, OKC. Six Follow-up 
sessions required. Call (405) 
443-3541 or go online to 
www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

Feast of St. Monica.

Bishop McGuinness Trivia 
Night. Registration 5:30 p.m., 
dinner 6 p.m., trivia at 7 p.m. 
in the commons area. Com-
plete registration form at 
www.bmchs.org or contact 
Carly Tribbey at bmchstrivia@
gmail.com.

Feast of the Passion of St. 
John the Baptist.

25

26

27

27

29

Free Library
Open to the public Tuesday - Thursday

7501 Northwest Expressway
Books mailed free if more than 30 miles away

Library catalogue
www.archokc.org

Contact rstory@archokc.org
(800) 721-5651
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By J.E. Helm,

A visit to the Mabee-Gerrer Mu-
seum of Art in Shawnee is always 
a treat, especially so this summer 
when visitors can enjoy free ad-
mission through August 31.

The museum is located on the 
grounds of Saint Gregory’s Abbey 
and is accessible via the main 
entrance to the abbey. Mabee-Ger-
rer is an independent, non-profit 
organization.

The museum has 12 display 
areas in the main gallery, and only 
4 percent of the permanent collec-

A summer day trip: 
Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art

Sooner Catholic

Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art

Tuesday-Saturday: 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed Mondays

(405) 878-5300  •  www.mgmoa.org

tion is on display at any time.
There are a number of truly 

exceptional pieces to be enjoyed, 
including an ivory crucifix from 
the 16th century, whose carved 
base of less than one foot depicts 
the entire passion of Christ.

A new addition is a ceramic 
camel, approximately 30 inches 
tall, from the Tang Dynasty (Chi-
nese) that dates to sometime 
between the late 7th century to the 
early 8th century.

The ancient Chinese, like the 
ancient Egyptians, believed that 
those who died needed to be bur-
ied with everything they would 
need in the next life, explained 
Dane Pollei, director and chief 
curator of the museum. The camel 
may have figured into trade along 
the famed Silk Road.

Several other Chinese pieces, in 
bronze, also are on display and 
were a gift to the museum from 
the Arthur M. Sackler Foundation. 
Mabee-Gerrer was the only mu-
seum in Oklahoma to be so hon-
ored.

Sackler established the gallery 
that bears his name at the Smith-
sonian, and Pollei was told that 
the Sackler Foundation recognized 
Mabee-Gerrer “because of the 
strength of our educational pro-
grams.”

Some 15,000 PreK through se-
nior high school students from all 
over the state came through the 
museum’s programs during the 
2015-2016 academic year. 

Educators can find more infor-
mation on available school projects 
and activities on the museum’s 
website at www.mgmoa.org.

Students are sure to be inter-
ested in the museum’s two Egyp-

tian mummies. The mummies 
continue to be studied by anthro-
pologists, and one of the two was 
CAT scanned at Saint Anthony 
Hospital in Shawnee last year. A 
sample of the mummy’s wrappings 
is scheduled to be sent for carbon 
dating sometime soon.

In addition to the main gallery, 
Mabee-Gerrer is showing a special 
collection, “Art from the U.S. Navy, 
Marines and Coast Guard,” subti-
tled “A Tribute to America’s Com-
bat Artists and Fighting Forces.” 

On display through Aug. 21, this 
collection alone is worth the trip to 
Shawnee. 

In his office in the workroom 
area of the museum, Pollei ex-
plained that the idea for the ex-
hibit “has been a research project 
of Victor Koshkin-Youritzin, the 
David Ross Boyd Professor of Art 
at the University of Oklahoma.

“He had this dream of an art 
exhibition drawn from the military 
collections that would be used to 
honor the military,” Pollei said.

The works in the collection were 
borrowed from the Marines, Coast 
Guard and Navy. None would be 
considered graphic, and all are 
suitable for family viewing.

Seven pieces from this spe-
cial collection are located in the 
“Works on Paper Gallery” in the 
main display area. One of these is 
a cartoon strip of “Terry and the 
Pirates,” a cartoon that first ap-
peared in newspapers in 1934.

Most of the collection is in a sep-
arate area, and art aficionados are 
sure to enjoy Gilbert Stuart’s por-
trait of Commodore John Rogers.

Some of the art is intense and is 
meant to evoke an appreciation of 
the tragedy of war as well as grat-
itude for those who have served 
their country. Visitors may view 
“Garden at Hiroshima, Autumn” 
by Standish Backus as well as 
“Flotsam and Jetsam on Iwo Jima” 
by Charles H. Waterhouse.

A focal point of the exhibit has 
to be “Three on a Knee” by Morgan 
Ian Wilbur. This is a compelling 
depiction of surgeons working to 
remove shrapnel from a wounded 
man’s knee at Fleet Hospital Three 
in southern Iraq during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. The painting has 

an almost photographic quality, 
and its beautiful, bright blue and 
green tones draw the viewer’s eye.  

An artist’s bio accompanies each 
work of art, and Pollei points out 
that “many were done by people 
painting things they witnessed.” 

This special collection will be ap-

preciated by those who value art, 
and it will also have special mean-
ing for veterans as well as the 
friends and families of veterans.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.


