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Go Make Disciples

Over the years, Catholic Charities’ Adoption 
and Pregnancy Services has helped thousands 
of children fi nd loving homes. Although each 
placement is unique, an occasional case arises 
that has more rewards and challenges than 
normal. This was the situation when Catholic 
Charities placed Baby B., a sweet special needs 
infant.

As a young woman who found herself unex-
pectedly pregnant, Baby B’s birth mother was 
not ready for motherhood. She was a recov-
ering addict on Methadone during her preg-
nancy. When her son was born, he was three-
and-a-half weeks premature and addicted to 
Methadone. He had to be slowly weaned from 
the drug, a process that would take more than 
two months. 

Realizing that her current situation would 
make it diffi cult to care for her son fi nancially 
or emotionally, she decided on adoption. She 
contacted Catholic Charities to learn more 
about the options available to her and her un-
born baby. 

“The birth mother was very forthcoming 
about her condition from the beginning, so we 
knew from the onset Baby B. would face chal-

lenges, but we couldn’t be sure of the extent of 
his withdrawals or any lasting effects he may 
have from treatment,” said Jewel McCorkle, 
director of Adoption and Pregnancy Services. 
“Normally, we have at least one family who 
has shown a willingness to adopt a child with 
health challenges. In this case, however, the 
match could not have been more perfect.”

When the waiting family (not pictured) 
learned a child was available and had some 
health concerns, they prayed for God to pre-
pare them for any diffi culties. After a success-
ful meeting with the birth mother, the family 
adopted Baby B. Happily, the baby responded 
so well to his new parents, the hospital decided 

to release him early under their care. The fam-
ily learned about his needs and readied their 
home for his care, with the help of Catholic 
Charities’ staff members. 

“When someone adopts a special needs 
child through Catholic Charities, they’re not 
alone,” McCorkle said. “In fact, we took sever-
al steps to ensure the care and adoption went 
as smoothly as possible. We had almost daily 
contact with the family, advocated for them 
with the hospital to ensure they received the 
time and space needed to bond with their son, 
performed home visits to see how they were do-
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Catholic Charities helps special needs baby fi nd adoptive family

Carrie and Nick adopted their son Christopher from Catholic Charities in 2011. They recently attended an adop-
tion reunion to celebrate their gift of life. Photo provided.Learn more about Adoption and 

Pregnancy Services
(405) 526-2325
www.catholiccharities.com

Pregnant? Need help?
Call (405) 526-2325
After Hours: (405) 973-7050
Toll Free: (800) 375-8514
Birth Choice - Free pregnancy tests
4701 S. Western Ave., OKC
(405) 631-4477; www.birthchoice.org

How to help
Volunteer - catholiccharitiesok.org/volunteer
Donate - catholiccharitiesok.org/how-i-can-
help

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

In this issue of the Sooner Catho-
lic, you will read about our annual 
Catholic Charities appeal that en-
ables us to extend the compassion-
ate love of Christ to so many suffer-
ing members of our community.  

Whether we’re supporting home-
less women at our Sanctuary loca-
tions, assisting mothers in crisis 
pregnancies or serving families with 
long-term disaster recovery, Catholic 
Charities provides hope and security 
to every man, woman and child who 
comes to us in time of need. 

This spring, when recovery efforts 
began to wind down for other agen-
cies following devastating natural 
disasters, Catholic Charities stepped 

in to help those still in need. We 
continue to assist nearly 400 fami-
lies with long-term services. 

Catholic Charities gives outward 
expression to the Church’s concern 
and commitment to serve those on 
the peripheries of society, the least 
of our brothers and sisters. We do 
this in the name of Christ and mo-
tivated by faith. We are not merely 
a social service agency because our 
manner of serving is also a way of 
witnessing to God’s merciful love 
revealed in Jesus Christ. 

I am very proud of the excellent 
reputation that Catholic Chari-
ties enjoys within our community. 
Thank you for your generous re-
sponse to this annual appeal.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

Message from Archbishop Coakley
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

The USCCB will provide 
live streaming coverage of 
all events of the Holy Fa-
ther’s visit, and video on 
demand for presentations 
at the WMOF. Go online to 
www.usccb.org. 

Information on fall 
events available at www.
archokc.org/archdiocese- 
calendar.

Celebrating a signifi cant 
marriage anniversary this 
year? Visit www.archokc.
org/offi ce-of-family-life/
home to register for the up-
coming Anniversary Mass.

Plus, don’t miss daily up-
dates on Facebook, Twit-

ter and Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Sept. 20 – Mass and 50th anniversary celebration, Church of the Resurrection, Wichita
Sept. 22–Sept. 27 – Papal visit and World Meeting of Families, Washington, D.C., Philadelphia
Sept. 28–Oct. 8 – Pilgrimage to Italy for 50th anniversary of Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

By all measures Pope Francis’s visit to the United 
States this week will be an extraordinary event. It’s 
hard to recall a time when the Catholic Church in 
America has received such a positive media “buzz” 
throughout both traditional and social media chan-
nels. Pope Francis’ personal charisma is largely 
responsible for the widespread interest his pastoral 
visit is generating even before he sets foot on Ameri-
can soil. 

Pope Francis will be in the United States from Sept. 
22-27. This visit will include a number of “fi rsts.”

It will be this pope’s fi rst-ever visit to the United 
States. He will offi ciate at the fi rst-ever canoniza-
tion in the United States, when he canonizes Saint 
Junípero Serra, the 17th century Franciscan evan-
gelist and missionary who established the California 
missions.

For the fi rst time, a pope 
will address a joint session of 
Congress in the U.S. Capitol. 
And, that’s just the beginning 
of an incredibly full schedule 
that will bring the Holy Father 
from Washington, D.C. to New 
York City, where he will ad-
dress the United Nations, and 
fi nally to Philadelphia where he 
will celebrate the closing Mass 
for the World Meeting of Fami-
lies, which is being held in the 
United States for the fi rst time.

Pope Francis comes as the 
head of the Catholic Church to 
deliver a pastoral and evan-
gelical message that is sure 
to encourage, challenge and 
invigorate the faithful, the 
clergy and consecrated wom-
en and men across America. 
I have no inside information, 
but we can surely expect the 
Holy Father to develop many 
of the principal themes he has 
been highlighting the past two 
years when he began his papal 
ministry. 

He will remind the Church 
that we cannot focus merely on 
our internal concerns, as great 
as those may be, but challenge us to go out to the pe-
ripheries of society and to be mindful of the poor and 
forgotten wherever they may be. He has modeled this 
way of Gospel living by his own personal gestures and 
simple manner of life. 

He will undoubtedly draw attention to the plight of 

migrants and refugees, 
both those fl eeing vio-
lence in the Middle East 
(including persecuted 
Christians), and our 
own migration challeng-
es in the United States 
and Latin America. He 
will speak of the global 
threats to religious free-
dom, including those here 
in the United States. 

I expect that at some point he will speak about our 
shared responsibility in caring for God’s creation as 
he has written about in his encyclical “Laudato Si.” In 
that encyclical the Pope speaks of an “integral ecolo-

gy” highlighting the connection 
between human relationships 
and the health of the environ-
ment. He calls us to transform 
our relationships with God, 
with one another and with 
creation. There are economic 
implications to this holistic 
approach to an integral ecolo-
gy that insists that the human 
person be kept at the center of 
economic policies and activity.  

Those are my observations 
only. There will be other 
themes; he will certainly speak 
about marriage and the family, 
and I would be surprised if the 
Pope does not develop some 
unexpected themes as well.

Of course, the Holy Father 
will not be addressing only 
Catholics through his prepared 
addresses (and his frequent 
off-the-cuff remarks). He will 
have the attention of the world. 
When the world’s greatest 
moral authority comes to the 
world’s most powerful nation, 
his words and gestures will 
carry weight and be parsed by 
analysts and commentators 
across the social, political and 

religious spectrum. 
This will be an historic visit. I pray that it will be a 

grace-fi lled moment for our Church and our nation. 
Please pray for the Holy Father that he may be God’s 
instrument of peace and a powerful witness to the joy 
of the Gospel in our midst. 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Pope Francis is coming to the United States



St. Michael the Archangel, de-
fend us in battle. Be our defense 
against the wickedness and 
snares of the Devil. May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, O Prince of the 
heavenly hosts, by the power of 
God, thrust into hell Satan, and 
all the evil spirits, who prowl 
about the world seeking the uin 
of souls. Amen

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

“When the world’s greatest 
moral authority comes to 
the world’s most powerful 
nation, his words and ges-
tures will carry weight and 
be parsed by analysts and 
commentators across the 
social, political and reli-
gious spectrum.”

A bronze statue of Blessed Junipero Serra by sculptor Ar-
thur Putnam stands on the grounds of the Presidio Hill in 
San Diego. Serra chose the spot for the fi rst Alta California 
mission in 1769. CNS photo/Nancy Wiechec.

St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City. Pope Francis will 
lead a vespers service with priests, men and women reli-
gious at the cathedral during his Sept. 22-27 visit to the 
United States. CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz.
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The Catholic Difference

Popes in these United States
The history of popes in these 

United States is full of surprises. 
And one of them, to begin at 

the beginning, includes the lit-
tle-known fact that Blessed Paul 
VI was not the fi rst pontiff to set 
foot on American territory when he 
landed at newly-renamed John F. 
Kennedy International Airport on 
Oct. 4, 1965. No, the fi rst pope to 
plant a papal slipper on the sover-
eign territory of the United States 
was Blessed Pius IX, way back in 
1849.

The year 1848 was a year of 
upheaval throughout Europe; in 
November of that year, Pius IX fl ed 
Rome and took refuge at Gaeta, 
a harbor town south of Naples. A 
month later, the U.S.S. Constitu-
tion, “Old Ironsides,” sailed for Eu-
rope to show the fl ag and protect 
American interests and citizens 
amidst the political turmoil.

After stops in Tripoli and Alex-
andria, the big frigate cruised into 
Italian waters, and in August 1849 
was berthed in Gaeta. The ship’s 
surgeon invited the pope and King 
Ferdinand II of the Kingdom of the 
Two Sicilies to visit the Constitu-
tion, where the two rulers were 
duly welcomed with all honors.

Pius IX blessed the Catholics 
in the crew, who were lined up 

on the gun deck, and after being 
entertained by the captain in his 
quarters, was seen off with an-
other 21-gun salute. Pius later 
sent rosaries to all the Catholic 
tars on “Old Ironsides,” and gave 
the ship’s captain, John Gwinn, a 
medal with the papal image and 
coat-of-arms.

John Paul II’s fi rst papal pil-
grimage to the United States was, 
I think, a surprise for him. He had 
previously visited the country on 
two occasions, but his exposure 
to Catholic life in America was 
rather limited on those trips. That 
changed in October 1979, when 
everything that happened during 
John Paul’s visit – from the cheers 
of raucous teenagers in Madison 
Square Garden to the piety of Iowa 
farmers gathered around the Bish-
op of Rome in a cornfi eld – testifi ed 
to the vitality of American Catholic 
life. America was not, it seemed, a 
trans-Atlantic version of western 
Europe: religiously desiccated, 
vaguely guilty about its impious-
ness, and thus aggressively secu-
lar. 

And, as the Church in the Unit-
ed States continued to pay far 
more serious attention to John 
Paul II’s challenging teaching 
than the Church in Great Britain, 

France, the Low Countries and the 
German-speaking lands of west-
ern Europe, John Paul began to 
encourage the new democracies of 
central and eastern Europe to look 
to the United States for one im-
portant model of how to be Vatican 
II’s “Church in the modern world,” 
after the Wall came down. 

And, speaking of surprises, who 
could have imagined that in 1945 
a former German prisoner-of-war, 
held briefl y by American forces as 
the Nazi regime crumbled, would 
be welcomed as pope on the South 
Lawn of the White House by the 
President of the United States 
and the U.S. Army band? Or that 
that same pope, long pilloried in 
the more ignorant sections of the 
American press as reactionary 
and authoritarian, would, in New 
York, make the gothic beauties of 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral the central 
metaphor in a stunning homily on 
the openness and spaciousness 
of the Church when viewed “from 
inside?”

A lot of people were surprised 
by the joy and warmth of Benedict 
XVI’s visit to the United States in 
2008; but a German pope who 
could thank the British people 
for winning the Battle of Britain 
during World War II proved capa-

ble of far more surprises than his 
cultured detractors imagined. 

The popes in America have 
spoken words of both challenge 
and encouragement, and that will 
surely continue with Pope Fran-
cis’s visit this month.

Unlike Paul VI, John Paul II and 
Benedict XVI, however, Francis 
will be visiting the United States 
for the fi rst time. Here, he will fi nd 
the Church that, for all its diffi -
culties, is the best example of his 
“Church permanently in mission” 
in the developed world. As Francis 
encourages his American fl ock – 
and likely challenges us, too – my 
hope is that he also is challenged, 
encouraged and perhaps even 
instructed by the vibrant faith he 
experiences among us.

George Weigel is a senior fellow 
of the Ethics and Public Policy Cen-
ter in Washington, D.C.

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center

Pope Benedict XVI waves to the crowd 
as he departs Yankee Stadium in 2008 
after celebrating Mass in New York. 
CNS photo/Nancy Phelan Wiechec.

U.S. President Bill Clinton stands with 
Pope John Paul II during a welcoming 
ceremony in Denver Aug. 12, 1993. CNS 
photo.

Pope Paul VI makes a special appeal 
for world peace in 1965 at the United 
Nations headquarters in New York. CNS 
photo/Yutaka Nagata, U.N.Pope Pius IX.

Getting to know Pope Francis through photographs

The day-to-day life of Pope Francis as well as 
the most famous moments of his papacy so far 
are compiled in a new book from Dorling Kinder-
sley.

Written by Father Michael Collins with photog-
raphy by Rodolfo Felici, “Pope Francis: A Photo-
graphic Portrait of the People’s Pope” is a beauti-
ful look at the pope, the Vatican and the people 
who love Francis. The pope’s enthusiasm for the 
faith and the Church is made evident in photo-
graphs of his interactions with ordinary men and 
women.

The longest portion of text in the book is the 
description of Jorge Mario Bergoglio’s childhood, 
life as a Jesuit, activities as bishop in Argentina 
and his appointment as a cardinal. For future 
readers who did not see these events play out 
on TV, there also is a narrative of Pope Benedict 
XVI’s resignation and the conclave to elect a new 
pope.

The rest of the book 
is “a year in the life” 
of Pope Francis, with 
a month-by-month 
breakdown of his 
activities such as 
Masses, public and 
private meetings and 
signifi cant events. 
Photographs and brief 
written explanations 
are interspersed with 
memorable quotations 
from his homilies and 
speeches.

In addition to Christmas and Easter at Saint 
Peter’s Basilica, the book includes the feasts of 
Epiphany, Ash Wednesday, Holy Thursday and 
the washing of the feet. Annual events such as 
ordinations and the consistories to make new 
cardinals are shown as well.

Pope Francis’ joy in his work is conveyed 

through photography of general audiences, his 
interactions with Pope Benedict and meetings 
with young people.

Images of the faces of those who see him on his 
journeys throughout the world show his pop-
ularity and the joy he inspires in those around 
him. Franciscans in Assisi enthusiastically wave 
goodbye and religious sisters in South Korea lean 
over barriers to catch a glimpse of him.

Other papal visits recorded in the book are his 
journeys to the Holy Land, Albania, Turkey, Sri 
Lanka, the Philippines, and Lampedusa, Brazil, 
for World Youth Day.

Facts and fi gures are included about atten-
dance at Pope Francis’ audiences, life in the 
Swiss Guard and details about the pope’s Argen-
tinian heritage. 

The book is accessible to casual readers and to 
those looking for insight into the personality of 
Pope Francis.

Brianna Osborne is the managing editor of the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic



Pope Francis is on his way to 
America in a few days. The pope’s 
warmth and charm and sponta-
neity has swept through the world 
and the Church like a breath of 
fresh air.

This presents a wonderful oppor-
tunity for us to engage in the New 
Evangelization through “threshold 
conversations” that erupt spon-
taneously from people’s intrigue 
with the pope.

No doubt secular media cov-
erage will provide a fascinating 
vantage point for the events of his 
visit, but it probably also will have 
some characteristic “warps and 
blind spots.” For exam-
ple, secular media has 
a tendency to “spin” 
the problem of sin, 
when it comes to 
Pope Francis.

When he made 
a spontaneous 
remark, (i.e. “Who 
am I to judge?”) 
the media gave 
the impression 
that the Catholic 
Church now en-
dorses homosexu-
al relationships.

When he made 
an offi cial pro-
nouncement 
to give ordinary 
priests faculties for 
absolving penitents 
of the sin of abortion, 
MSNBC reported that 
“Pope says priests can allow this 
catholic sin.” It is important that 
we don’t make people rely on the 
network news for their catechesis. 
So what is the truth — or rather, 
what is the good news — about 
sin? 

We can get sin wrong in two 
ways. One is to take it too seri-
ously. We take it too seriously 
when we develop the problem of 
scruples, which is a kind of panic 
disorder driven by the fear that 
God is easily offended and hard to 
please.

Saint Ignatius uses the exam-
ple of someone who accidently 
stepped on two pieces of straw 
that happened to be laying on the 
ground in the form of a cross, and 
worries that he has sinned.

That’s scrupulosity — a kind of 
compulsive and unhealthy preoc-
cupation with sin that fi nds sin 
where there is none.

The other way to get sin wrong is 
to not take it seriously enough. We 
have different ways of “downplay-
ing” the reality of sin. Not every 
sin is a serious sin, of course, and 
there can be a healthy way of be-
ing patient with ourselves on the 
little things.

However, even though we can 
pick up the paper or turn on the 
television any day of the week and 
see evidence that people knowingly 
and willingly choose to do seri-
ously wrong things all the time, 
we are reluctant to admit that this 
is actually evil. We use delicate 
words like “mistake,” even when 

many of the wrongs we or others 
freely chose to commit are made 
with full knowledge, and are there-
fore anything but mistakes! 

In fact, there is a kind of sin that 
is called “mortal,” that is, it causes 
death to the soul. People who com-
mit mortal sin are “cut off” from 
sanctifying grace, and their rela-
tionship with God is broken. Typi-
cally, mortal sin is associated with 
knowingly and freely breaking the 
commandments in a serious way. 

 Without repentance, the loss of 
salvation of one’s soul is an immi-
nent danger if one dies in a state 
of mortal sin — not because God 

“sends people to hell” but 
because people have 

chosen to abandon 
the path that leads 
to heaven — that 
“hard way and 
narrow gate” 
of which Jesus 
spoke. 

The good news, 
though, and the 
purpose of evan-
gelization, is the 
announcement 
that there is a 
way to eliminate 
that danger. It’s 
called “repen-
tance” — turning 

around.
In last month’s is-

sue, I wrote about the 
parish being a school of 

discipleship. One key step 
of the journey of discipleship is the 
“kerygmatic” phase, which leads 
to the decision to put Jesus at the 
center of one’s life. I’ve written in 
other issues about the “kerygma,” 
which is the “initial, ardent proc-
lamation by which a person is one 
day overwhelmed and brought to 
the decision to entrust himself to 
Jesus Christ by faith” (Catechesi 
Tradendae 25). 

 Pope Paul VI, in his seminal 
teaching document on evangeli-
zation (Evangelii Nuntiandi), said, 
“As the kernel and center of His 
Good News, Christ proclaims sal-
vation, this great gift of God which 
is liberation from everything that 
oppresses man but which is above 
all liberation from sin and the Evil 
One, in the joy of knowing God 
and being known by Him, of seeing 
Him, and of being given over to 
Him. All of this is begun during 
the life of Christ and defi nitively 
accomplished by His death and 
resurrection.” 

At the very heart of the good 
news of Jesus Christ is the offer 
of God’s mercy, which is salva-
tion from sin. It’s the invitation 
to abandon every dead end path 
and choose the one that leads to 
eternal life.

Pope Francis recently announced 
that we will soon celebrate a Ju-
bilee Year of Mercy, and in fact — 
that’s what mercy is! 

It is the “offer” of salvation — the 
opportunity to get right with God. 
Getting right with God, though, 
means admitting that we have 
sinned. Jesus once said, “The son 
of man came to save sinners.” If I 
am not a sinner, then Jesus has 
nothing to offer me because he has 
nothing to save me from. 

The good news is that because 
I AM a sinner, Jesus offers me 
salvation. O Felix Culpa! Oh happy 
fault, that gained for us so great a 
redeemer!

Sooner Catholic
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The spin on sin

Carole Brown
Director of New 
Evangelization

St John Nepomuk Catholic Church
600 Garth Brooks Blvd  •  Yukon OK 73099

For more information contact:
Robert Noble

405-354-2743  •  dlm@sjnok.org
Much of the funding for this presentation has been provided by a generous grant from the

Bobbie Dean Little Trust through the Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.
St. John Nepomuk Catholic Church gratefully acknowledges their support.

Revival!
with

Grayson Warren Brown
Grayson Warren Brown will present a three day mission 

and concert in the form of a classic tent revival. 

Friday, September 25, 2015
7 pm

Saturday, September 26, 2015
7pm

Sunday, September 27, 2015
 pm concert

St John Nepomuk Catholic Church
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Catholics fi ght rising tide of suicide

WASHINGTON — “If I die tonight, would any-
one cry?”

Amber Cornwell, 16, took her life shortly after 
leaving behind those fi nal words on Facebook 
on Dec. 20. According to local media in North 
Carolina and a memorial Facebook profi le, she 
was both beautiful and talented — and bullied 
at school. Sadly, she is one of the thousands of 
stories giving a face to the rising U.S. suicide 
epidemic, now at a 25-year high.

According to the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), 
approximately 40,600 people 
committed suicide in 2012, 
accounting for 1.6 percent of 
deaths in the United States. 
The CDC found that among 
the 10 leading causes of 
death, only suicide increased, 
while eight decreased.

Suicide reached the high-
est level in 25 years, at 12.6 
deaths per 100,000.

But, Catholic Charities and 
experts in the Catholic Church 
are trying to fi nd ways to 
prevent more tragedies like 
Amber’s and get people the 
resources they need to help 
those suffering with mental 
illness.

For 36 years, Father Charles 
Rubey has been providing healing and com-
fort to the survivors of a loved one’s suicide 
through the Archdiocese of Chicago’s Catholic 
Charities LOSS program.

“People die from suicide as a result of some 
form of mental illness,” Father Rubey said. He 
explained that mental illness “distorts reality” 

— the victims are “being sucked into a black 
hole of hopelessness and despair,” and the ill-
ness makes them “see suicide as a way to end 
their pain,” even though, rationally, it is not a 
sensible choice.

Warning signs of suicide
Suicides among Catholic youth over the past 

several years drove the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City to take a leadership role in training the 
community at-large in how to prevent suicide.

According to Jennifer Long, director of Saint 
Joseph’s Counseling Center for Catholic Chari-

ties of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, the center is the 
only Christian-based organiza-
tion in the state to offer sui-
cide-prevention programs: One 
community program is called 
“Question, Persuade, Refer” 
(QPR), and another program 
introduced in Catholic schools 
is called “Lifelines.”

“We help them identify the 
signs of suicidal ideation, how 
to ask that question without 
being nervous and being able 
to reassure the person and 
connect him or her to the 
appropriate resources to help 
him or her not complete sui-
cide,” Long said.

Long said there are common 
signs of suicidal ideation they 
teach people how to identify 

in the QPR training. One is when people start 
talking more hopefully after a long period of 
depression.

“They may say things like ‘Things are getting 
ready to get so much better for you (or for me),’ 
but they won’t elaborate what they mean by 
that,” she said.

Another sign is the person gives away pos-
sessions with sentimental value “or you may 
notice that the person is trying to tie up loose 
ends.”

Rarely are people direct about their struggle 
with the desire to harm themselves.

“Most of the time, it is more subtle hints 
such as people constantly saying, ‘I just love 
you; I want you to know that; I care about you’ 
— it’s almost as if that person is trying to say 
good-bye or close up that relationship before he 
makes the attempt,” Long added.

The program has already saved lives. Long 
said a staff member reported having to use the 
training with a friend who was showing signs of 
contemplating suicide just days after the staff’s 
own QPR training session.

“Overall, the feedback we’ve gotten from var-
ious stories is that this has made it so much 
easier to talk openly about the risk of suicide 
and makes it not so taboo to ask somebody if 
they can help.”

 
Confronting mental illness

Part of the challenge in U.S. society, experts 
said, is to teach people to regard mental illness 
not as a character fl aw or moral failing, but as 
any injury or illness that they would seek treat-
ment for such as a broken arm.

Father Rubey added that Catholic schools 
— from grammar school to the university level 
— should educate students against bullying, as 
youth are particularly at-risk for contemplating 
suicide due to rejection from peers.

“We never know what people are carrying in 
their souls,” he said. “If you bully them, you 
may bring them to the brink of suicide, be-
cause they feel so awful about themselves, and 
you are reinforcing how awful they feel they 
are.”

Peter Jesserer Smith is the Register’s Wash-
ington correspondent.

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City among experts talking freely about mental health, 
banishing stigmas and giving people hope to prevent the tragedy of suicide

By Peter Jesserer Smith 
National Catholic Register 

September is Suicide 
Awareness Month

For information or immedi-
ate help: 
Reachout Hotline: (800) 
522-9054
National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline: (800) 273-8255
Saint Joseph’s Counseling: 
(800) 375-8514; http://
catholiccharitiesok.org
Oklahoma Department of 
Mental Health and Sub-
stance Abuse Services: 
www.ok.gov/odmhsas  
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Catholic Charities giving help and hope on behalf of Oklahomans
Dear Friends,

What makes your Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City Catholic? 
YOU! 

Your support each year for 
the work of Catholic Char-
ities literally enables our 
service in the name of our 
faith. The fact that more than 50 percent of 
our agency’s annual revenue comes from the 
Church allows us to be the Church to those 
we serve. Many other charities, Catholic and 
non-Catholic, get a majority of their funding 
from government sources. Agencies such as 
ours are like sunfl owers; we turn our face to 
the source of our light. When most funding 
comes from the government, you pay great 
attention to the government, its ways and pref-
erences. In our case, your support allows us to 
fulfi ll our mission statement: “To give help and 
hope to all in the Catholic tradition of service.” 

This year’s Annual Appeal is particularly im-
portant. We are seeing greater demand for our 
services, not only in Oklahoma City but also at 
our regional service locations (Ardmore, Clin-
ton, Enid, Guymon and Lawton). This issue of 
the Sooner Catholic details the incredible work 
your contributions produced. Some of the sta-
tistics are incredible: 82 percent of the 13,508 
Oklahomans served last year earned less than 
$15,000 per year! It is a frightening statistic, 
but Catholic Charities is glad to be present to 
those in need.

We can provide statistic after statistic about 
the impact of our work. But, each number is 

truly a life, a person, the face of Christ Himself 
that we encounter.

Sometimes that face is the beautiful gift of life 
celebrated through our Crisis Pregnancy and 
Adoptions services. Sometimes it is in refugees 
who come from life-threatening and deplorable 
conditions to begin life anew in Oklahoma. It 
is the homeless woman at Sanctuary Women’s 
Development Center who asked only for an 
adult diaper because she didn’t know when 
she would have a safe restroom to use. These 
are challenges most of us will never face. But, 
through your generosity, Catholic Charities can 
be there for them, not just for immediate needs 
but to help them better address the challenges 
that bring them to us. 

A quick word about our new main services 
facility, now under construction. Through in-
credible efforts by campaign chairs Judy Love 
and Bob Ross, we secured $10.5 million in 
10 months for the project. These funds came 
from corporations, foundations and individual 
donors, fewer than 270 in total.

We deliberately did not ask parishes to fi -
nancially support our building project out of 
respect for your much-needed Annual Appeal 
generosity. Annual Appeal dollars do not and 
will not fund our capital campaign. The new 
facility will ensure that your Annual Appeal 
contributions in this year and future years will 
support more effi ciently those we serve.

We strive, as always, to be good stewards of 
your parishioner’s generosity, with 90 percent 
of every dollar going for client assistance or 
client support services. Please be as generous 
as your situation allows – every dollar helps! 
Thank you for your prayerful support. 

      
Respectfully Yours, 

Patrick J. Raglow
Executive Director
Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Adoption
continued from page 1

ing and were always available by 
phone to help with questions.”

Catholic Charities also works 
with birth mothers during the 
pregnancy to guide them through 
the process and 
ensure they have 
the physical and 
emotional care they 
need.

Following the 
adoption, the pro-
gram continues to 
provide the support 
needed to move 
forward. Counsel-
ing, transitional 
housing and other 
services also are 
available to those 
who need it for up 
to six months.

Baby B.’s birth 
mother received 
case management through the 
Family H.O.P.E. program and 
emotional support as well as em-
ployment assistance to help her 
reach her goals. In addition, she 
will continue to receive letters and 

pictures through the adoption pro-
gram as long as she wishes. 

Today, Baby B. is developing 
normally and does not seem to 
have any long-term effects from 
his early health struggles. Howev-

er, his parents are 
prepared to deal 
with any problems 
that may arise 
thanks to their 
support connection 
with Catholic Char-
ities. 

“Helping with this 
adoption has been 
one of the most 
rewarding expe-
riences of my life, 
and certainly is the 
embodiment of how 
and why we do this 
work,” McCorkle 
said. “I believe God 

was in the midst and orchestrated 
this match so perfectly. We are 
proud of the birth mother and very 
happy for Baby B’s new parents, 
who received the child they’d been 
praying for.”

Founded in 1912, Catholic 
Charities’ Adoption and 
Pregnancy Services pro-
vides ethical, pressure-free 
and licensed infant adop-
tions. The program pro-
vides support and coun-
seling to both birth and 
adoptive parents through-
out the pregnancy and 
adoption process. Women 
in crisis pregnancy also 
can access counseling and 
other case management 
services through Catholic 
Charities. 

Catholic Charities meets growing 
needs in rural Oklahoma

Recently, to meet the growing 
demand for long-term services, 
Catholic Charities expanded into 
Ardmore, where it has become an 
essential part of the community.

Word of Catholic Charities’ ser-
vices has spread rapidly through-
out south central Oklahoma, 
thanks to support from the com-
munity and fellow social service 
organizations.

Since April, the offi ce has provid-
ed emergency assistance, coun-
seling, immigration assistance, 
disaster relief 
and the Family 
H.O.P.E. pro-
gram to dozens 
within Ardmore, 
Lone Grove, 
Madill and sur-
rounding areas; 
while fi elding an 
average of 250 
calls a month.

The swift and 
positive response to Catholic Char-
ities’ services comes as no surprise 
to Gerald Johnson, director of the 
Ardmore Regional Service Loca-
tion. Johnson believes Catholic 
Charities’ programs fi ll a vital need 
in the region.

“While quite a few agencies 
provide assistance in the Ardmore 
area, few offer services such as 
those provided by Catholic Char-
ities. What truly sets Catholic 
Charities apart, however, is its 
commitment to transition those 
with immediate needs into families 

dedicated to creating a better fu-
ture through long-term case man-
agement and the Family H.O.P.E. 
program.”

Despite its short time in Ar-
dmore, the offi ce has garnered 
positive reviews from area parishes 
and those within the community, 
including one former client who 
recently sent a note of praise to 
Johnson and Catholic Charities. 
In her brief note, she thanked 
the agency for their help during a 

particularly dif-
fi cult time in her 
life and, after 
quoting scrip-
ture, she stated 
staff members at 
Catholic Char-
ities are “truly 
disciples of 
Christ.” 

Her words are 
high praise to 

Johnson, who has devoted his life 
to helping others as mayor of Lone 
Grove and a lector at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Ardmore.  

“Since I’ve joined Catholic Char-
ities, the best moments have oc-
curred when I’m able to help some-
one and see them make a lasting 
change,” he said. “I’m proud to be 
with an agency that embodies the 
Catholic tradition of service and is 
dedicated to providing assistance 
to anyone in need, regardless of 
race or religion.”

Ardmore Regional Offi ce

125 E St. SW
Ardmore 73401
(580) 798-2305
Family H.O.P.E., counseling,
 immigration services
catholiccharitiesok.org/
regional-offi ces
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Catholic Charities’ disaster services illuminate hope after storms
When storms ravaged central 

Oklahoma in May 2013, the com-
munity response was swift. Within 
hours, organizations throughout 
Oklahoma were on site to help 
meet the immediate needs of 
families impacted by the sudden 
disaster. National and internation-
al aid soon followed, but within a 
few months, many had moved on 
to other areas where their services 
were most needed.

Since the recovery process can 
often be diffi cult to navigate on 
one’s own, Catholic Charities 
teamed up with the American Red 
Cross, Salvation Army, Saint Vin-
cent de Paul Society and the Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Oklahoma 
to create the Oklahoma Disaster 
Recovery Project (OKDRP), a one-
stop offi ce to serve families.

When the Moore location opened 
its doors almost four months after 
the storms, more than 4,000 fam-
ilies still required support, assis-
tance and mental health services 
as well as a guiding light as they 
worked through the recovery pro-
cess.

Over the next 18 months, the 
numbers grew smaller as more 
families worked to repair and 
rebuild their lives with support 
from the OKDRP. In May of this 

year, when recovery efforts began 
to wind down for other agencies, 
Catholic Charities stepped forward 
to help those still in need. Today, 
they continue to assist nearly 400 
families with long-term service 
coordination, counseling, medical 
and housing concerns. 

“Disasters can have a long-last-
ing impact on many families,” 
said Disaster Case Manager Gwen 
Johnson, who has been heading 
the recovery efforts in Moore. “As 

the only agency specializing in 
long-term recovery, it was fi tting 
for Catholic Charities to continue 
the work begun by the OKDRP 
until needs are met.”

For those whose cases remain 
open, the recovery process is still 
ongoing. In fact, many who are 
participating in the recovery pro-
gram face more complex diffi cul-
ties, which cannot be resolved in 
just a few months or even a year.

To help those families, Catholic 
Charities facilitates more special-
ized services such as home repairs 
and relocation, mental health sup-
port and fi nancial assistance.

A Catholic Charities volunteer helps a family replenish basic necessities after the 
2013 tornadoes. Photo provided.

Catholic Charities’ 
Disaster Services

Established in 1995, the pro-
gram provides critical emer-
gency assistance, counseling, 
community referrals and 
recovery services to Oklaho-
mans affected by disaster. 
(800) 375-8514
catholiccharitiesok.org/Disas-
ter

Nestled in the heart of south-
western Oklahoma, Catholic 
Charities’ Lawton offi ce has 
developed a ‘web of services’ for 
residents in some of the state’s 
most underserved areas.  In a 
region where the percentage of 
people living in poverty is high, 
the assistance provided by 
Catholic Charities is invaluable. 
The offi ce served nearly 2,000 
people in 2014.

“The average annual income 
of our clients is $15,000 or less, 
well below the poverty line. For 
those trying to raise a family on 
a small income, even necessary 
additional expenses such as 
counseling or utility deposits 
can be an exceptional burden,” 
said Lakawthra Cox, regional 
director for Catholic Charities’ 
Lawton offi ce.

“Catholic Charities is able to 
provide assistance through our 
agency resources and commu-
nity network of local and state-
wide agencies.”

Catholic Charities offers a 
wide range of services in Law-
ton, including counseling, 
disaster recovery, case man-
agement, emergency assistance 
and even affordable housing 
programs, many of which are 
geared toward helping people 
through a challenging situation. 
There are often times where 
their programs have mended 
spirits and, in one recent case, 

saved a life.
“Our offi ce received a call 

from a woman who was nearly 
70 years old and experiencing 
fi nancial diffi culties. Due to 
health problems, she needed 
an oxygen machine to breathe, 
but was at risk of losing her 
electricity,” Cox said. “Fortu-
nately, we were able to arrange 
for the electric company to keep 
her power on and ensure she 
receives the help she needs for 
the future.”

Additionally, through onsite 
counseling in Altus, Duncan 
and Lawton, Catholic Char-
ities has made a difference 
in the lives of those suffering 
from grief, depression and even 
abuse. 

According to Cox, though the 
counseling provided is free to 
clients, the monetary equiva-
lent of their services would total 
nearly $104,000. It’s an invest-
ment she feels is essential to 
the region. 

“Like many small towns and 
rural areas, our region has a 
great need for services, but is 
plagued by fewer resources and 
high poverty,” Cox said. 

“When I receive a note of 
thanks from a former client or 
learn that someone we helped 
fi nd a job is now giving back to 
the community, I know we truly 
have made a difference.” 

Generating web of support in 
southwestern OklahomaThe fi rst few months of transi-

tion from drug addiction to a life in 
recovery can be diffi cult for many 
women. Fortunately, for those 
leaving YWCA’s Refl ections Half-
way House in Enid, there is sym-
pathetic support waiting, thanks 
to Catholic Charities.

The newly launched program 
offers counseling and case man-
agement services to women, many 
of whom have children, once they 
have been released from YWCA’s 
housing. 

Though still in its early phase, 
the program has shown promise 
for those in need, according to 
Stacy Kurtz, director of Catholic 
Charities’ Enid Regional Service 
Location.

“Research has shown time and 
again that follow-up care is essen-
tial for women leaving drug and 
alcohol recovery. Going from the 
safe environment of treatment and 
transitional living to the stresses of 
everyday life is diffi cult, especially 
for those on their own,” she said. 

“In addition, some women may 

return home to fi nd the problems 
that generated their drug abuse 
are still in place. Through this 
program, we’re helping women in 
post-recovery navigate a new, more 
successful life without addiction.”

The collaboration with the com-
munity is not only creating better 
futures for Enid residents, it’s also 
saving lives by offering guidance 
and assistance during especially 
diffi cult times.

Recently, the program was tested 
when a woman arrived to the offi ce 
feeling suicidal. While speaking 
with the client, Kurtz realized the 
woman was in danger of eviction 
from her home and was unable to 
pay the rent.

Catholic Charities was able to 
prevent eviction that day and 
enroll the client in case manage-
ment and counseling. Today, she 
has a full-time job and is fi nan-
cially self-suffi cient. Furthermore, 
through her counseling, she has 
learned to cope with trying times 
in new ways.

Providing addiction recovery, 
skills in Enid

Enid Regional Service Location
710 W. Maine
Enid 73701
(580) 237-7352

Catholic Charities Lawton
1930 N.W. Ferris Ave., Suite 8
Lawton 73507
(580) 353-1811
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Homeless services help women succeed through education 

Each month, women walk into 
one of Catholic Charities’ home-
less services locations in search of 
hope. For some, that hope may be 
a quiet place to stay or a chance 
to shower. For others, hope may 
be a case manager who provides 
counseling and a way out of home-
lessness. Recently, hope has been 
through education.

While most metro homeless pro-
grams focus on immediate needs 
such as food and shelter, Catholic 
Charities has offered the knowl-
edge crucial to permanently break 
the bonds of poverty.

Throughout the years, Holy Fam-
ily Home and Sanctuary Women’s 
Development Centers in Norman 
and Oklahoma City have offered 
classes to help clients learn more 
about health, parenting and cook-
ing with limited materials. Cath-
olic Charities’ homeless services 
has taken their programs further, 
offering a GED program and in-
depth life skills courses to those 
who wish to take them. 

Launched in the fall of 2014, the 
life skills classes provide common 
sense instruction on everything 
from fi nding a job and permanent 
housing to budgeting, cleaning 
and staying safe. The classes are 
presented on a weekly basis, with 
lessons tailored to each client’s 
needs. 

The classes have been popular, 
with an average of seven women 
attending a class each week. Fu-
ture plans for the life skills class-
es include a series adapted for 
children and a special section on 
parenting skills. 

Catholic Charities’ newly created 
GED program, however, may hold 
the most potential for creating a 
more promising future. For some 
clients, pursuing a high school 

diploma can be a 
stressful under-
taking. A tradi-
tional classroom 
experience is often 
intimidating for 
someone who has 
been on the streets 
where transporta-
tion is dependent 
on bus schedules. 
By providing class-
es onsite, Catholic 
Charities is able 
to modify instruction to fi t each 
woman’s needs.

Still in its early 
phases, the GED 
program is already 
helping clients 
take their fi rst step 
toward a diploma. 
In its fi rst month, 
eight women ex-
pressed interest in 
the program and 
two have commit-
ted to earning a 
diploma.    

“No other home-
less services in our area are taking 
a holistic approach to helping their 

clients. While most are concen-
trating on ending homelessness, 
we’re looking at what our clients 
need to succeed in the long term,” 
said Lisa Chamberlain, director 
of homeless services for Catholic 
Charities.

“In fact, statistics show high 
school dropouts are twice as likely 
to live in poverty as those who 
graduate high school. Through 
these classes, we’re offering our 
clients one of the most important 
keys to success.”

“Homeless Jesus” is pictured in this photo of the seven-foot-long bronze sculpture that sits in front of a downtown Wash-
ington building occupied by Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington. Pope Francis is expected to pass by the 
statue Sept. 24 during the Washington-leg of his U.S. visit. CNS photo/Chaz Muth.

Located in Midwest City, 
Norman and Oklahoma 
City, Catholic Charities’ 
homeless services served 
more than 1,700 and 
housed 210 women and 
children this past fi scal 
year.
Learn more or help:
(405) 523-3000
catholiccharitiesok.org/
Programs

Project Gabriel supports women in crisis pregnancy
Each year, approximately 36,000 women in 

Oklahoma experience an unplanned or unin-
tended pregnancy. While many of these wom-
en go on to have healthy babies, almost 17 
percent, fearing they have no other options, 
choose abortion. Project Gabriel is working to 
provide a choice of loving, supportive prenatal 
care. 

Established in 1990 by the Archdiocese of 
Corpus Christi, Project Gabriel is a national 
pro-life ministry that supports women in need 
and helps to reduce abortions.

The program offers one-on-one mentorship, 
pregnancy information and prenatal care assis-
tance, maternity and baby supplies, referrals 
to affordable housing and medical care, and 
information on parental support and adoption. 

The program has helped hundreds of women 
choose life since its 2001 arrival in Oklahoma. 
Project Gabriel is active in Edmond and Shaw-
nee, and Catholic Charities hopes to see the 
program expand to parishes throughout the 
archdiocese.

“In today’s world, many of the women who 
consider abortion do so because of a lack of 
resources or support. Project Gabriel works 
to counter that by meeting the unique needs 

of women in a crisis pregnancy and offering 
loving, faith-based care,” said Becky VanPool, 
director of parish engagement.

“Each time a pregnant woman enrolls in 
the Project Gabriel program, a precious life is 
saved. Programs like this are at the heart of 

our Catholic faith and a wonderful expression 
of love through Christ.”

Catholic Charities’ Parish Engagement and 
Adoption & Pregnancy Services programs are 
developing a toolkit to help parishes launch 
successful Project Gabriel programs. Among 
the support tools in development are special-
ized training and a comprehensive listing of 
community resource contacts. In addition, 
there will be a special focus on preparing 
mentors to build strong relationships with the 
women they serve. 

The name Project Gabriel is inspired by the 
biblical passage in Luke 1:26-38, where the 
Angel Gabriel visits the Virgin Mary to an-
nounce she would give birth to a child, Jesus. 
When she asked, “How can this be?” the angel 
told her not to be afraid for “nothing is impos-
sible with God.”

Catholic Charities is developing a toolkit to 
help parishes launch successful Project Ga-
briel programs.

Learn more about Project Gabriel and how to 
help - Contact Becky VanPool at (405) 523-
3003.
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By their watchful care: Angels in our lives

In today’s culture, there is a 
proliferation of angel images and 
angel ideas: angel calendars, an-
gel coffee mugs, throws, greeting 
cards, key chains and angel wall 
art. Beautiful music is described 
as angelic, and doers of good 
deeds are called angels of mercy. 

But, are angels just another part 
of our pop culture? 

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church says that “the existence 
of angels” is a “truth of faith” and 
that they are “servants and mes-
sengers of God.” On Sept. 29, the 
Church joyfully celebrates the 
Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel 
and Raphael, the three holy angels 
of God named as such in scrip-
ture.

The Bible, in fact, has many 
references to all kinds of angels. 
In Genesis, an angel “with a fi ery 
sword” is posted at the gates of 
paradise after Adam and Eve are 
expelled from the garden. Angels 
visit Lot, direct Hagar and lead the 
Israelites as they fl ee from Egypt. 

Paul’s Letter to the Colossians 
names Thrones, Dominions, Pow-

ers and Principalities, some of the 
so-called nine choirs of angels.

Regarding these last choirs, the 
Catechism quotes Saint Basil on 
guardian angels, saying “Beside 
each believer stands an angel as 
a protector and shepherd leading 
him to life.” The Catechism also 
states that “From its beginning 
until death, human life is sur-
rounded by their watchful care 
and intercession.”

Our Blessed Lord, too, was cared 
for by angels. After Christ was 
tempted by Satan in the desert, 
“angels came and ministered to 
him.” In his agony in the garden, 
“an angel from heaven appeared to 
him” to strengthen him. 

But, all of these angels are 
unnamed. Only three have their 
identities revealed to us — Gabriel, 
Michael and Raphael.

The Angel Raphael appears in 
the Old Testament Book of Tobit 
in which Raphael, disguised so as 
not to appear as an angel, accom-
panies Tobias, son of Tobit, on a 
journey to recover money belong-
ing to Tobit that is in a city far 
away. 

Raphael is called the Archangel 

of Healing, and he is the patron 
saint of travelers. He also is spon-
sor of the blind, nurses and physi-
cians, happy meetings and mar-
riages.

Saint Michael, the second of the 
three angels identifi ed by name, is 
traditionally known as the angelic 
warrior who leads the heavenly 
host in battle against Satan. In 
the Book of Revelation, “Michael 
and his angels battled against the 
dragon. The dragon and its angels 
fought back, but they did not pre-
vail and there was no longer any 
place for them in heaven.”

In the prayer to Saint Michael, 
we pray to him to “be our defense 
against the wickedness and snares 
of the devil” and to “thrust into 
hell Satan and all the evil spirits … 
seeking the ruin of souls.” 

Fittingly, Michael is the patron 
saint of police offi cers, paramedics, 
fi refi ghters and the military as well 
as the patron of England, Germa-
ny and Russia.

Lastly, we fi nd the Archangel 
Gabriel in the New Testament, 
most famously as the Angel of the 
Annunciation, the one who ap-
pears to Mary, calling out “Hail 

favored one! The Lord is with you.” 
He begins for us the prayer of the 
Hail Mary and he goes on to tell 
her that the Holy Spirit will come 
upon her and that her “child to be 
born will be called holy, the Son of 
God.”

Gabriel also tells her that her 
cousin Elizabeth “has also con-
ceived a son in her old age,” and 
when Mary visits Elizabeth, we 
hear the next verse of the Hail 
Mary, “Blessed art thou among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of 
thy womb.” 

Previously, Elizabeth’s pregnan-
cy had been revealed to her hus-
band, Zechariah, and “the angel of 
the Lord” told Zechariah his name, 
saying, “I am Gabriel, who stands 
before God. I was sent to speak to 
you and to announce to you this 
good news.”

Because of his role as angelic 
messenger, Gabriel is the patron 
of all messengers, postal workers, 
radio broadcasters and stamp 
collectors.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic
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Jailed for defending marriage
Making Sense of Bioethics

Kim Davis, the now-famous clerk 
in Rowan County, Ky., who be-
came known for her refusal to is-
sue marriage licenses, was arrest-
ed and incarcerated this month.

She had refused to affi x her sig-
nature to licenses being sought by 
two people of the same sex, even 
after the Supreme Court had legal-
ized gay marriage, noting that this 
would force her to act against her 
conscience and her deeply-held re-
ligious convictions. Her resolve to 
stop issuing licenses under these 
circumstances needs to be grasped 
for what it really is, namely, a 
morally coherent course of action 
that respects the authentic nature 
of marriage and recognizes the du-
ties of an informed conscience.

Jonathan Adler, a law professor 
at Case Western University not-
ed that Kim Davis “asked to be 
the person who issues marriage 
licenses. And the state defi nes who 
is eligible to marry,” and some-
times “the eligibility changes.” 

In point of fact, however, he only 
begs the question under dispute. 
Opponents of the Supreme Court’s 
Obergefell decision stress that 
the state does not determine the 
nature of marriage; instead, it is 
nature that makes that determina-
tion through the radical comple-
mentarity of man and woman, a 
reality entirely outside the purview 
of the state to redefi ne or negate. 
The unique and exclusive eligi-
bility of one man and one woman 
to marry each other cannot be 
changed by court order any more 
than gravity can be overturned by 

court decree.
Commenting on the Supreme 

Court decision on gay marriage, 
Ed Peters, a canonist in Detroit, 
explains it this way: 

“Five justices imposed on mar-
riage (true marriage, natural 
marriage, traditional marriage, 
whatever pleonastic phrase one 
wishes to use) the lie that marriage 
includes the union of two persons 
of the same sex. … The Court has 
published a naked, gross false-
hood that tears simultaneously at 
the fabric of law, language, family, 
and society. The word marriage 
has, and will always have, an ob-
jectively true meaning — no matter 
how many times it has been de-
graded.”

Ms. Davis resolutely declined to 
lend her signature, and the au-
thority of her offi ce, to affi rm this 
falsehood.

Even so, various commentators 
have tried to insist that Ms. Davis 
was elected to serve as a govern-
ment offi cial, and should carry 
out the provisions of the law even 
if she might not agree with them. 
But, this argument is fl awed on at 
least four counts.

First, the claim that public 
servants have a stringent duty to 
uphold the law tends to be selec-
tively applied by those who make 
the claim. Nearly 18 months before 
Ms. Davis was jailed, and 15 
months before the Supreme Court 
decision on gay marriage, another 
public servant in Kentucky named 
Jack Conway, the state attorney 
general, failed to carry out his duty 

of defending the Kentucky Consti-
tution that affi rmed marriage to be 
between one man and one woman. 
He publicly refused to defend the 
law of the Commonwealth before 
the Supreme Court; and Mr. Con-
way was praised and celebrated for 
his decision by numerous voices 
in the national media and in the 
legal establishment. Mr. Conway’s 
refusal to perform this duty clearly 
contravened Kentucky law KRS 
522.020; nevertheless, he was 
neither punished nor incarcerated 
for his failure to uphold the funda-
mental marriage laws of the state.

Second, it would be wrong to 
suppose that workers and employ-
ees are mere cogs in the machin-
ery of governments or corpora-
tions, mindlessly following orders. 
Many German government offi cials 
and workers seemed to make this 
assumption during the last World 
War. Offi cials and employees are 
rather called to assist their em-
ployers in an attentive and collab-
orative way, so that the work of 
the institution or corporation they 
represent is marked by integri-
ty and sound ethics. Ms. Davis 
sought to conscientiously protect 
the integrity of marriage and the 
work carried out in the Clerk’s Of-
fi ce by declining to issue licenses 
to two people of the same sex.

Third, when Ms. Davis was elect-
ed to the offi ce of Clerk in Rowan 
County, gay marriage was still 
illegal, so she was elected to a po-
sition where, some time later, the 
ground beneath her feet abruptly 
shifted, and a new job description 

requiring her to violate her con-
science was suddenly thrust upon 
her. Simply put, she hadn’t signed 
up for this. 

Fourth, legality does not auto-
matically equate to morality. If 
workers or offi cials are asked to 
perform a gravely immoral activity, 
even one sanctioned by a legisla-
ture, a parliament, or a supreme 
court, they must instead advert 
to a higher law, and individual 
conscience rights must be safe-
guarded to assure that they are 
not forced to comply with serious 
wrongdoing.

In sum, Kim Davis’ measured 
actions at the clerk’s offi ce in 
Kentucky offer a coherent and 
courageous response to chaotic 
attempts to undermine marriage 
and the rule of law. Our society 
needs more of her coherence and 
courage, not less.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doctor-
al work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and 
serves as the Director of Education 
at The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia. 

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center

SHAWNEE – The Department 
of Visual and Performing Arts at 
Saint Gregory’s University an-
nounced its 2015-2016 season, 
with the fi rst of six theatre and 
dance performances beginning 
in October. 
 “Electra” by Sophocles, 

Thursday, Oct. 8. This classi-
cal Greek play weaves a tale 
of grief, vengeance, and the 
aftermath of war. Electra seeks 
the help of her exiled brother 
Orestes in getting revenge on 
their father Agamemnon’s mur-
derer. Making matters worse: 
their mother Clytemnestra is 
the killer in question. As the 
family members wrestle with 
their moral dilemmas, all must 
decide between the continua-
tion of violence and the possi-
bility of peace. 
 “A Time for Every Season: 

Fall Dance Concert” on Friday, 
Oct. 30. An original choreogra-
phy by Saint Gregory’s faculty 
and students focuses on the 
turning of the seasons and the 

notion of time. Aerial dance will 
be featured as well as other 
styles such as modern, ballet, 
jazz and tap. 
 “The Stinky Cheese Man 

and Other Fairly Stupid Tales,” 
adapted for the stage by Dr. 
Coley, based on the book by 
Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith, 
Nov. 19 – Nov. 22. The heroes 
of traditional fairy tales take a 
backseat as Jack (of Beanstalk 
fame) brings together forgotten 
and neglected stories you’ve 
never heard before. Stories like 
“The Princess and the Bowling 
Ball,” “Cinderumpelstiltskin” 
and “Little Red Running Shorts” 
collide in a hilarious and wacky 
night of theatre. 
 “Festival of Lessons and 

Carols” will be performed by 
SGU’s Schola Cantorum Sun-
day, Dec. 13, at 5 p.m. in the 
Abbey Church. 

For a full list of upcoming 
performances, advance tickets 
or directions, go online to www.
stgregorys.edu.

St. Gregory’s announces 
2015-2016 performing arts season 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

No importa como midan este evento, la real-
idad es que la visita del Papa Francisco a los 
Estados Unidos esta semana será un evento 
extraordinario. Es difícil recordar un momen-
to en que la Iglesia Católica en los Estados 
Unidos ha recibido por los medios de comuni-
cación reportajes  tan positivos a lo largo de los 
dos canales de medios tradicionales y también 
los nuevos canales sociales. El carisma person-
al del Papa Francisco es en gran parte respon- 
sable del gran interés que su visita pastoral 
está generando, incluso antes de poner un pie 
sobre el suelo americano.

El Papa Francisco estará en los Estados 
Unidos del 22 al 27 de septiembre. Esta visita 

incluirá una serie de “primeros”.
Será su primera visita a los Estados Unidos. 

Se ofi ciará la primera canonización en los Esta-
dos Unidos, cuando se canonice a San Junípe-
ro Serra, el evangelista franciscano del siglo 
XVII y misionero quien estableció las misiones 
de California.

Por primera vez, un Papa se dirigirá a una 
sesión conjunta del Congreso en el Capitolio 
de Estados Unidos. Y eso es sólo el comienzo 
de un programa muy completo que traerá el 

Santo Padre desde Washington DC a Nueva 
York, donde se dirigirá a las Naciones Unidas, 
y fi nalmente a Filadelfi a donde celebrará la 
Misa de clausura del Encuentro Mundial de las 
Familias que se celebra en los Estados Unidos 
por primera vez.

El Papa Francisco se presenta como el jefe 
de la Iglesia Católica para entregar un men-
saje pastoral y evangélico que está seguro de 
animar, desafi ar y vigorizar los fi eles, el clero 
y hombres y mujeres consagradas a través de 
América. No tengo información privilegiada, 
pero sin duda podemos esperar que el Santo 
Padre desarrolle muchos de los temas princi-
pales que ha resaltado en los últimos dos años 
cuando comenzó su ministerio papal.

Él le recordará a la Iglesia que no podemos 
centrarnos únicamente en nuestras preocupa-
ciones internas, tan grandes como las puede 
haber, pero nos retará a salir a las periferias 
de la sociedad y estar más conscientes de los 
pobres y olvidados allí dondequiera que se 
encuentren. Él ha modelado esta forma de vida 
evangélica por sus propios gestos y su sencilla 
forma de vida.

Él, sin duda llamará la atención sobre la 
difícil situación de los migrantes y refugiados, 
tanto los que huyen de 
la violencia en el Me-
dio Oriente (incluyendo 
cristianos perseguidos), y 
nuestros propios retos de 
la migración en los Es-
tados Unidos y América 
Latina. Él hablará de las 
amenazas globales a la 
libertad religiosa, inclu- 
yendo los que están aquí 
en los Estados Unidos.

Espero que en algún 
momento nos hable sobre 
nuestra responsabilidad 
compartida en el cuidado 
de la creación de Dios 
como lo ha escrito en su 
encíclica “Laudato Si”. 

En esa encíclica 
el Papa habla 
de una “ecología 
integral”, desta-
cando la conexión 
entre las rela-
ciones humanas 
y la salud del 
medio ambiente. 
Él nos llama a 
transformar nues-
tras relaciones con Dios, unos con otros y con 
la creación. Hay implicaciones económicas de 
este enfoque holístico a una ecología integral, 
que insiste en que la persona humana se man-
tenga en el centro de las políticas y actividades 
económicas.

Esos son sólo mis observaciones. Habrán 
otros temas; él ciertamente hablara sobre el 
matrimonio y la familia y me sorprendería que 
el Papa no se desarrolle algunos temas inesper-
ados también.

Por supuesto, el Santo Padre no se dirige sólo 
a los católicos a través de sus discursos prepa-
rados (y sus frecuentes declaraciones esponta-
neas). Él tendrá la atención del mundo. Cuan-
do la mayor autoridad moral del mundo viene 

a la nación más poderosa 
del mundo, sus palabras 
y sus gestos llevarán el 
peso y serán analizados 
por analistas y comenta-
ristas de todo el espectro 
social, político y religioso.

Esta será una visita 
histórica. Rezo para que 
sea un momento de gra-
cia para nuestra Iglesia y 
nuestra nación. Por favor 
oren por el Santo Padre 
para que él pueda ser 
el instrumento de Dios 
de la paz y un poderoso 
testimonio de la alegría 
del Evangelio en medio 
de nosotros.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El Papa Francisco viene a los Estados Unidos

El Papa Francisco bendecirá la “Cruz de los Encuentros”
que simboliza el Camino de Fe de los Hispanos católicos

WASHINGTON — El Papa Fran-
cisco bendecirá en Filadelfi a una 
cruz de madera de cinco pies de 
alto conocida como “la Cruz de los 
Encuentros”. La cruz simboliza 
el camino de fe de los hispanos/
latinos católicos en los Estados 
Unidos. La bendición se llevará a 
cabo el sábado 26 de setiembre, 
luego de su arribo al Independence 
Mall.

 “La bendición de la cruz será 
un momento muy simbólico que 
cristalizará singularmente el deseo 
expresado por el Papa Francisco 
de encontrarse con los hispanos 
católicos durante su visita pastoral 
a los Estados Unidos”, dijo el obis-
po Daniel Flores, de Brownsville, 
Texas, presidente del Comité para 
la Diversidad Cultural en la Igle-
sia de la Conferencia de Obispos 
Católicos de los Estados Unidos 
(USCCB). “Al bendecir esta cruz, 
el papa estará bendiciendo algo 
más que el objeto en sí. Él estará 
bendiciendo a las personas, al pro-

ceso, a la historia y al camino de fe 
que han compartido”.

 El Encuentro es un proceso 
eclesial de tres años de actividad 
misionera, consulta, desarrollo de 
liderazgo y discernimiento pastoral 
realizado en parroquias, diócesis 
y regiones episcopales que culmi-
na en un evento a nivel nacional. 
El proceso es convocado por los 
obispos de EE.UU. y el resultado 
principal del proceso del Encuen-
tro es discernir las prácticas y 
prioridades pastorales que van a 
impactar la calidad del ministerio 
entre los hispanos católicos.

Los hispanos representan aprox-
imadamente el 40 por ciento de 
todos los católicos en los Estados 
Unidos, y más del 50 por ciento 
entre los católicos menores de 35 
años. “En los católicos hispanos 
encontramos una esperanza re- 
novada de familias  evangelizado-
ras y misioneras, promotoras de 
vocaciones, atentas a las periferias 
existenciales, defensoras de los 

pobres, y que reclaman el derecho 
a vivir su fe libremente y con jus-
ticia en esta gran nación de mu-
chas culturas y muchos pueblos”, 
dijo el obispo Gerald Barnes, de 
San Bernardino, California, pres-
idente del Subcomité de Asuntos 
Hispanos de la USCCB. “El sim-
bolismo de esta bendición que se 
realizará en la cuna de la libertad 
y de la independencia de nuestra 
nación, no debe pasarse por alto”.

 Esta cruz, símbolo de Encuen-
tros pasados y futuros, que será 
bendecida por el papa en Filadel-
fi a, será el estandarte del Quinto 
Encuentro Nacional del Ministerio 
Hispano, el cual se iniciará en 
enero del 2017 bajo el tema Pueb-
lo Hispano: Alegres Discípulos en 
Misión. La cruz visitará las dióce-
sis de los Estados Unidos cuando 
las parroquias, diócesis y regiones 
episcopales lleven a cabo sus 
propios encuentros locales. Luego, 
presidirá la reunión del Encuentro 
nacional que se ha previsto para 

el otoño del 2018. Haciendo eco al 
énfasis que le da el Papa Francisco 
a la misión y la evangelización, el 
Quinto Encuentro ve a los his-
panos católicos como “discípulos 
misioneros” en la Iglesia en los 
Estados Unidos y más allá.

 Aunque el catolicismo en los Es-
tados Unidos tiene raíces hispanas 
fuertes y centenarias en el sur y en 
el oeste del país, los Encuentros 
han sido un elemento clave para el 
crecimiento del ministerio hispano 
a lo largo y ancho del país en los 
últimos 50 años.  

Este proceso, convocado por los 
obispos  de los Estados Unidos, se 
realizará bajo el liderazgo del obis-
po diocesano, asistido localmente 
por numerosos líderes religiosos y 
laicos y por organizaciones católi-
cas. “Este proceso es, fundamen-
talmente, un proceso del pueblo 
que camina siempre en comunión 
con sus pastores”, agregó el obispo 
Barnes.

Una estatua en bronce de Beato Junípero Serra por 
el escultor Arthur Putnam en el Presidio Hill en San 
Diego. Foto CNS/Nancy Wiechec.
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Caminos para aliviar el sufrimiento en la Misa
Los laicos y la homilía

En la Exhortación Apostóli-
ca del Papa Francisco, “La 
Alegría del Evangelio”, tene-
mos una visión de su hones-
tidad, profundidad y “santo 
humor” cuando nos comparte 
sus observaciones introduc-

torias sobre la importancia de la homilía en la 
Misa.

“La homilía es la piedra de toque para evalu-
ar la cercanía y la capacidad de encuentro de 
un Pastor con su pueblo. De hecho, sabemos 
que los fi eles le dan mucha importancia; y 
ellos, como los mismos ministros ordenados, 
muchas veces sufren, unos al escuchar y otros 
al predicar. Es triste que así sea”. 

Después de este pequeño chiste, su consejo 
a los miembros del clero es práctico e intens-
amente profundo. Ya que esta columna se lee 
principalmente por los laicos no desglosé el 
mini curso de homilética que nos ofrece el San-
to Padre, ni voy a exponer sobre los mejores y 
más recientes documentos de la Iglesia refer-
entes a la Homilía Dominical como el Directorio 
Homilético, recientemente publicado por el Va- 
ticano, o la publicación de nuestra Conferencia 
Episcopal, “Predicar el Misterio de la Fe”.

El consejo en estas publicaciones busca 
aliviarle el “sufrimiento” a nuestros homilistas. 
Esta columna, espero, puede aliviar el “su-
frimiento” a los laicos que tienen que escuchar 
las homilías. Me gustaría comenzar por com-
partir lo que la Instrucción General del Misal 
Romano nos dice sobre la homilía:

65. “La homilía es parte de la Liturgia y es 
muy recomendada, pues es necesaria para 
alimentar la vida cristiana. Conviene que sea 
una explicación o de algún aspecto de las lec-
turas de la Sagrada Escritura, o de otro texto 
del Ordinario, o del Propio de la Misa del día, 
teniendo en cuenta, sea el misterio que se ce- 
lebra, sean las necesidades particulares de los 
oyentes”.

Las directrices para la celebración de la 
Misa nos habla de la homilía como necesaria 
para alimentar la vida cristiana. Esta es una 
declaración importante. ¡La homilía es necesar-
ia!

Tengan en cuenta la enseñanza de la Iglesia 
sobre como la Palabra de Dios está al mismo 
nivel que la Eucaristía. Ambos son la Presen-
cia Real y verdadera de nuestro vivo y amoroso 
Dios. La tarea de la homilía es traer esos textos 
bíblicos del pasado, que acaban de ser proc-
lamados, a nuestras vidas presentes de forma 
relevante para que podamos alimentarnos de la 
Palabra de Dios; ser nutridos por la Palabra de 
Dios.

La homilía nos prepara para los misterios 
que se celebrarán sobre el altar y debe lograr 
esto de una manera relevante para nuestras 
vidas y nuestra peregrinación como discípulos 
misioneros de Cristo.

¡Podemos hacer mucho para ayudar a que 
todo esto suceda! Aquí les ofrezco tres ideas 
sobre cómo aliviar el “sufrimiento” y estoy 
seguro de que mis lectores pueden desarrollar 
algunas ideas más. Me encantaría oír sus ideas 
y les invito a que me los envíen a mi ofi cina en 
el Centro Pastoral en Oklahoma City.

Oración
¿Cuántos de nosotros realmente oráramos 

por nuestro homilista/predicador? Oí hablar 
de una parroquia que publicaba en el boletín 
parroquial el día y hora de la semana cuando 
el párroco se sentaba para orar y refl exion-
ar sobre las lecturas del próximo domingo y 
comenzaba a desarrollar su primer borrador de 

su siguiente homilía dominical.
Esto sirvió dos propósitos. En primer lugar, 

para que la gente supiera cuando es que el 
párroco no va a estar disponible, con la excep-
ción de emergencias. En segundo lugar, sirve 
de invitación a los miembros de la parroquia a 
rezar en ese momento clave de la semana por 
su párroco. La oración y la refl exión son ele-
mentos claves en la preparación de una buena 
homilía pero no debe ser sólo la oración del 
predicador. Todos debemos unirnos en oración 
como una familia parroquial. 

Estudio
La mayoría de la gente se da cuenta cuan-

do el predicador pasa tiempo con el Señor en 
oración, refl exión y estudio de la Palabra de 
Dios. ¿Cuándo fue la 
última vez que le regal-
amos a nuestro párroco 
una tarjeta de regalo 
para ir de compras a una 
librería con una nota 
invitándole a comprar 
algún buen material de 
estudio o colecciones de 
homilías? ¡Eso sería un 
mensaje sutil!

Pero el estudio de la 
Palabra de Dios no debe 
ser sólo la responsab-
ilidad del predicador. 
Todos debemos tomar 
tiempo para orar y 
estudiar la Palabra de 
Dios. Muchas parroquias 
tienen estudio bíblico 
semanal donde los textos 
de estudio son las lectur-
as del próximo domingo y 
esto se convierte en una 
oportunidad para ha- 
cerse una pregunta clave: 
“Si tuviera que predicar 
acerca de estas lecturas, 
¿qué diría?”

En algunas parroquias 
los homilistas mismos 
participan en estos gru-
pos de Lectio Divina y se 
convierte en una prepa-
ración comunitaria para 
la homilía dominical.

Retroalimentación
¿Alguna vez le dejamos 

saber al homilista cuáles 
son nuestras impresiones 
sobre su homilía? No sólo 
al salir de Misa pero du-

rante la semana después de que hemos tenido 
un poco de tiempo para que la homilía vaya ha-
ciendo huella en nosotros. ¿Alguna vez hemos 
enviado un correo electrónico para compartir lo 
que nos encantó de la homilía y compartir tam-
bién sobre aquello que todavía nos está dando 
vueltas en la mente?

Uno de mis profesores de homilética com-
partía con nosotros los detalles sobre un 
pequeño grupo que se reunía con él los martes 
por la noche para compartir con él sus comen-
tarios y recomendaciones referentes a la ho- 
milía que escucharon el domingo pasado. Tam-
bién le daban una primera mirada al Evangelio 
del próximo domingo y compartían entre ellos 
posibles conexiones entre las lecturas y la vida 
en la parroquia.

El profesor estaba convencido de lo útil que 
era ese grupo para él. El predicador ha de tener 
en cuenta las necesidades de los oyentes, pero 
esto es muy difícil si el predicador no escucha 
a los miembros de la parroquia y cuáles son 
sus necesidades. Todo este proceso exige una 
buena relación con el pastor.

Estos son tres ideas que podrían ser benefi -
ciosas para aliviar el “sufrimiento” mencionado 
por el Papa Francisco. Tal vez si intentamos 
hacer realidad algunas de estas ideas las sigui-
entes palabras del Santo Padre también se con-
vertirán en realidad:

“La homilía puede ser realmente una intensa 
y feliz experiencia del Espíritu, un reconfor-
tante encuentro con la Palabra, una fuente 
constante de renovación y de crecimiento”.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

El Papa Francisco da la homilía en Santa Cruz, Bo-
livia. Foto CNS/Paul Haring.
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The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Donor advised funds 

Would you like to make a gift today 
that would enable you and your loved 
ones to continue to make charitable gifts 
in the future?

When you make a gift of cash or in 
many cases, other assets that are high-
ly appreciated in value, to the Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma, we take your 
tax deductible contribution and establish 
a special account in your name called a 
Donor Advised Fund.

Your account is invested to grow over 
time, permitting you to recommend 
annual gifts to your favorite Catholic 
or other non-profi t charities. A Donor 
Advised Fund is like having your own 
foundation. The fund is invested for 
growth, which permits you to make an-
nual gifts of income and principal while 
you are alive. When you pass away, your 
children or other successor advisers that 
you choose, may make recommendations 
for distributions from the fund for years 
to come.

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

Briefs
Feast of Padre Pio in Lawton

The Feast of Padre Pio will be 
celebrated at his shrine at Holy 
Family, 1010 N.W. 82, Lawton. A 
relic of Padre Pio is enshrined in 
the chapel. The third annual Mass 
and procession at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 
22. The veneration of the major 
relic will take place after Mass. 
Refreshments follow. Call (580) 
536-6351.

Trauma and the spiritual life
Fr. George Eber, a Vietnam 

combat veteran with 25th infantry, 
will lead a discussion on God and 
creation; the fall and the question 
of evil; faith and life after trauma 
on Sept. 24 at 6:30 p.m. and on 
Sept. 25 at 10 a.m. at Holy Family 
Church, 1010 N.W. 82, Lawton. 
Event open to the public. Contact 
Fr. Philip Seeton, (580) 536-6351.

Carnival and bazaar
St. Benedict’s annual fundraiser 

carnival and bazaar will be Sat-
urday, Sept. 26, 632 N. Kickapoo, 
Shawnee. Take exit 185 from I-40, 
go south three miles. The Gran-
ny’s Attic garage sale and pancake 
breakfast begin at 8 a.m. Silent 
auction, arts and crafts booth, 
game booths, infl atables, bake 
sale, food booths and entertain-
ment from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Con-
tact St. Benedict (405) 275-0001.

Pray Walk Talk event
St. Philip Neri sponsors a kickoff 

event at Regional Park in Mid-
west City for a 12-month program 

incorporating walking with Scrip-
ture. The event begins at 9:30 a.m. 
on Sept. 26, with lunch served at 
11 a.m. No cost. Contact Angie 
Tomlinson at (405) 618-9654, ang-
ie.tomlinson@aol.com.

Virtue en Vogue fashion show
The Challenge Club at St. John, 

Edmond, will host a fashion show 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 26, at 900 S. Littler. The 
event is for mothers and daughters 
ages 10 and older. The cost is $10 
per person. RSVP to 
challengeinedmond@yahoo.com.

Catholics Coming Home
St. Charles Borromeo, OKC, 

will host an informal group for 
people interested in returning to 
the Catholic Church. This group 
will meet at 5024 N. Grove at 6 
p.m. each Tuesday for fi ve weeks, 
beginning Sept. 29, and ending 
Tuesday, Oct. 27. The meetings 
are a confi dential place to discuss 
feelings regarding the Church, 
to update knowledge about the 
Church and renew your faith in a 
compassionate atmosphere. Con-
tact (405) 789-2595.

Tour Catholic Quebec
Join Fr. M. Price Oswalt, St. 

Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC, April 
3-9, 2016, on a pilgrimage to 
Catholic Canada. Visit Montreal’s 
Notre Dame Basilica, St. Joseph’s 
Oratory, and the Chapelle of Notre 
Dame de Bon Secours. Pray at 

St. Kateri’s tomb, visit Canada’s 
National Shrine to our Blessed 
Mother, St. Anne de Beaupres, 
Montmorency Falls, tour Old 
Quebec City and see the only Holy 
Door in North America in the Que-
bec Cathedral. Daily Masses, most 
dinners, and more. $1,975 per 
person includes roundtrip air from 
OKC. Canterbury Pilgrimages and 
Tours. $450 pp deposit due Sept. 
30. Contact Melani Roewe at (405) 
293-2003.

St. John Nepomuk kolache sale
St. John Nepomuk’s Altar Soci-

ety will hold their annual kolache 
(traditional Czech pastry) sale on 
Friday, Oct. 2, from 3 p.m. to 7 
p.m., at 600 Garth Brooks Blvd., 
Yukon. Kolache is $12 per dozen. 
Kolache also will be sold on Satur-
day, Oct. 3, in the Altar Society’s 
booth at the Annual Czech Festival 
in downtown Yukon at the corner 
of 5th and Main streets.

Oktoberfest
St. Francis of Assisi and Rosary 

School, OKC, will hold their 28th 
annual Oktoberfest on Sunday, 
Oct. 4, the feast day of St. Francis. 
Lunch in the prayer garden next 
to the Meerschaert House (home of 
the fi rst bishop in Oklahoma Ter-
ritory) at 1901 N.W. 18 from Noon 
to 5 p.m. Includes two-mile race, 
food, carnival games and rides. 
Call (405) 922-1780.
Birth Choice Life Walk

The 23rd annual Celebration of 

Life Walk will be Sunday, Oct. 4 at 
the Myriad Botanical Gardens in 
downtown OKC (parking at 350 W. 
Reno). Registration at 1 p.m. Life 
Walk at 2 p.m. Food trucks avail-
able. To create a supporter page, 
go online to http://life-walk-2015.
everydayhero.com/us/get-started. 
Call (405) 606-8426.

Religious Sisters to speak in 
Edmond

To commemorate the Year of 
Consecrated Life, fi ve religious 
sisters (Sisters Catherine Pow-
ers, Barbara Joseph Foley, Maria 
Faulkner, Donna Marie Ross and 
Diane Koorie) will share informa-
tion about their orders, personal 
lives and missions on Sunday, 
Oct. 4, at 7 p.m. at St. John, Ed-
mond, 900 S. Littler Ave.

St. John Nepomuk craft show
St. John Nepomuk Altar Soci-

ety’s annual craft show will be 
Saturday, Oct. 10, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at 600 Garth Brooks Blvd., 
Yukon. To include seasonal items, 
jewelry, unique handmade items 
and scissor sharpening. There will 
be 40 to 50 vendors. Contact Patsy 
Ryan, (405) 834-3528.

St. James Fall Festival
4201 S. McKinley Ave., OKC, 

Sunday, Oct. 11, from Noon to 7 
p.m. Admission is free. Go online 
to www.stjamesfallfest.com.

Archdiocese Catholic Committee on Scouting  and Camp Fire  

Keep Your Lamp Burningnng 

FOR ALL YOUTH 5TH GRADE THROUGH 12TH 
This event is for Youth Groups, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire 

USA, Venturers, Individuals, Leaders and Parents. We need one adult 
chaperone per six youth with a minimum of 2 for each group. If you’re 

a mixed group of boys and girls, a male and a female adult is best.  
Please indicate if an individual camper will be attending with no adult, 
we will place them with appropriate group IF adult attendance is met.  

 
Religious Emblem Counselor Training will be offered.  

Please register below.  
THERE IS NO CHARGE TO ATTEND THE TRAINING SESSION ONLY. 

 
    Cabins, beds and meals provided for Saturday and Sunday 

 
For more information please contact the Youth & Young Adult Office  

at (405)721-9220 or by email at Jcogburn@archokc.org 
 

To register, return registration form below and $30.00 per person by Friday, September 25th to the:  
Catholic Youth & Young Adult Office          P.O. Box 32180         Oklahoma City, Ok 73123 

OOUUTDOORR R RRRRRRETREATAT–T– – OOOOOOOOOOOOCTOBERR R 9999999-9-11, 20155 
Registration Form must check one– I am a member of: 

 Scout Group ______ Youth Group _______ Both ________ Individual_________ 

Name _______________________________________ Adult ___________ Youth (grade) ____________ 

Address _______________________________________City/Zip __________________________ 

Home Phone: _______________________ Parent’s Cell Phone: ________________________ Gender: M/F 

Parish ____________________________________ Name of Group/Troop # ________________________ 

Email ________________________________________________________________ 

IIMPORTANTNT: All adults MUST have completed the Archdiocese Safe Environment Training to attend IMPORTANM NT All adults MUST have completed the Archdiocese Safe Environment : 
the Outdoor Retreat. Please confirm you have read this and have had the training

ent 
ngng–

nt 
gg– 

raining to attendTrTt 
– Check here(____)

nd
_)) 

If attending the Adult Religious Emblem Counselor Training (Saturday 10AM-Noon) check all that apply: 
Attending Training Only _____ Boy Scout _____ Girl Scout/Camp Fire ____ Retreat and Training _____ 
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September 

Opening ceremony for 40 
Days for Life, 7 p.m. at St. 
Mark, Norman, 3939 W. Te-
cumseh Road.

Archdiocesan pilgrimage to 
the World Meeting of Families 
in Philadelphia begins. Pope 
Francis arrives in the U.S.

Bingo at St. James, 4201 S. 
McKinley Ave., OKC. Food 
served at 5:45 p.m. Bingo 
at 6:30 p.m. All games $10. 
Door prizes and recognition 
for players born in Septem-
ber. All players get entry for 
large fl at screen TV drawing 
in October. Contact Michael 
Zink at (405) 314-4120.

St. John Nepomuk Mission. 
Grayson Warren Brown will 
present a three-day mission, 
Sept. 25, 7 p.m.; Sept. 26, 7 

p.m.; Sept. 27, 6 p.m. con-
cert. 600 Garth Brooks Blvd., 
Yukon. Contact Robert Noble, 
(405) 354-2743.

St. Benedict Carnival and 
bazaar, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
632 N. Kickapoo, Shawnee. 
Call (405) 275-0001.

Friends of the Poor Walk, 
sponsored by the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society, 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. All Saints School, 
Norman. Contact Mike Sky at 
MikeSky51@cox.net or text/
call (405) 412-9195.

Oktoberfest at 6 p.m., 1100 
N. Sara Road, Mustang. 
Authentic German food and 
drink at Holy Spirit. Reserve 
tickets at (405) 376-9435.

Catholic Singles & Friends 
will have a heritage-themed 
dance at St. Charles Bor-

romeo, N.W. 50 and Grove, 
at 7 p.m. Dance ends at 11 
p.m. Snack foods welcome for 
sharing table. Contact Doro-
thy at (405) 604-4603.

Czech Heritage Mass at 10:30 
a.m., 600 Garth Brooks Blvd., 
Yukon.

Blue Mass for members of law 
enforcement, fi re service and 
fi rst responders, 6:30 p.m., 
Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake 
Ave., OKC.

October

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the CPC. Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament at 
5:30 p.m. with the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation available 
prior to Mass. Mass at 7 p.m. 
Contact the Offi ce of Family 
Life, (405) 721-8944.

Catechetical Congress, 8:30 
a.m. to Noon at the CPC, 
OKC. Dr. Carolyn Woo, 
president of Catholic Relief 
Services, will speak. Register 
through your parish’s cat-
echetical leader.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass at 9:30 a.m. in 
the chapel with meetings im-
mediately following. Contact 
Karen Banks at (405) 396-
9086.

Oktoberfest at St. Francis of 
Assisi, OKC. Noon to 5 p.m., 
1901 N.W. 18. Call (405) 922-
1780.

Birth Choice Life Walk, Myri-
ad Botanical Gardens, down-
town OKC. Registration at 1 
p.m., walk begins at 2 p.m. 
Call (405) 606-8426.

Jobs Box
Development director

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a Director of De-
velopment and Stewardship to 
manage the overall strategies of 
stewardship programs and com-
prehensive fund development. This 
position will direct and coordinate 
all phases of the annual giving 
appeal (ADF) and other fundrais-
ing development initiatives. The 
successful candidate must be a 

Catholic in good standing with the 
Church. Candidates are required 
to have a bachelor’s degree and 
fi ve years of experience in develop-
ment or related fi eld. Send resume 
and cover letter to Rev. William L. 
Novak, V.G., at wnovak@archokc.
org.

Early childhood director
St. Joseph, Norman, seeks a car-

ing, experienced preschool direc-

tor. St. Joseph’s Preschool serves 
children from infants to preschool, 
and is licensed for 140 children 
with a current enrollment of 120. 
Applicants must be practicing 
Catholics, and meet state require-
ments. Send resume to Deacon Wil-
lard at jeff.willard@stjosephsok.org.

Full-time and part-time cooks
Experienced full-time and part-

time cooks needed. Willing to work 

fl exible days and hours. Send 
resume to Gerald Duke, Catholic 
Pastoral Center, P.O. Box 32180, 
OKC 73123-0380.

Birth Choice center director
Provides volunteers and staff 

with support, advice and updated 
information regarding programs, 
offi ce policies and procedures. 
Send resume to 
birthchoice@birthchoice.org.
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Paths to alleviating suffering at Mass
The laity and the homily

In Pope Francis’ Apostolic 
Exhortation, “The Joy of the 
Gospel,” we have a glimpse 
into his honesty, depth and 
“holy humor” when he shares 
his introductory remarks on 
the importance of the homily 

at Mass.
“The homily is the touchstone for judging a 

pastor’s closeness and ability to communicate 
to his people. We know that the faithful attach 
great importance to it, and that both they and 
their ordained ministers suffer because of hom-
ilies: the laity from having to listen to them and 
the clergy from having to preach them! It is sad 
that this is the case.” 

After this small quip, His advice to the 
members of the clergy is both practical and 
intensely profound. Since this column is read 
primarily by the laity, I will not breakdown the 
Holy Father’s mini-homiletics course nor will I 
expound on the latest and greatest church doc-
uments on the Sunday Homily like the recently 
published Homiletic Directory or our Bishop’s 
Conference publication, “Preaching the Mystery 
of Faith.” 

The advice in these publications seeks to 
alleviate the “suffering” of the preacher. This 
column, I hope, can alleviate the “suffering” 
of the laity that has to listen to the homilies. I 
would like to begin by sharing what the Gener-
al Instruction of the Roman Missal says on the 
homily: 

65. “The Homily is part of the Liturgy and 
is highly recommended, for it is necessary for 
the nurturing of the Christian life. It should be 
an explanation of some aspect of the readings 
from Sacred Scripture or of another text from 
the Ordinary or the Proper of the Mass of the 
day and should take into account both the 
mystery being celebrated and the particular 
needs of the listeners.”

The guidelines on the celebration of the Mass 
refer to the homily as necessary for the nurtur-
ing of the Christian life. This is a major state-
ment. The homily is necessary!

Keep in mind Church teaching on the Word 
of God as being at the same level as the Eu-
charist. They both are the real and true pres-
ence of our living and loving God. The task of 
the homily is to bring those biblical texts from 
our past, which have just been proclaimed, 
into our present lives in a relevant way so we 
can feed on God’s word; be nurtured by God’s 
word. 

The homily prepares us for the mysteries 

that will be celebrated on the altar and should 
accomplish this in a way that is relevant to our 
lives and journey as missionary disciples of 
Christ. 

We can do a lot to help make all this happen! 
Here are three ideas on alleviating the “suf-
fering,” and I am sure you can come up with 
more. I would love to hear them, so send them 
over to my offi ce at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter in OKC.

Prayer
How many of us actually pray for our hom-

ilist/preacher? I heard of a parish that pub-
lished in the parish bulletin the day and time 
of the week when the pastor would sit down 
to pray and refl ect on the upcoming Sunday 
readings and begin his fi rst draft on the next 
Sunday homily.

This served two purposes. First, it would let 
people know when the pastor would not be 
available, with the exceptions of emergencies. 
Second, it was an invitation to the members 
of the parish to pray for their pastor at that 
key moment of the week. Prayer and refl ection 
are key elements in the preparation of a great 
homily, but it should not be just the preacher’s 
prayer. We should all join in as a parish family.

Study
Most people can tell 

when the preacher 
spent some quality 
time with the Lord in 
prayer, refl ection and 
study of God’s word. 
When was the last 

time we gifted our pastor with a gift card to a 
major bookstore with a note inviting him to 
purchase some good study material or collec-
tions of homilies? That would be a hint! 

But, study of God’s word shouldn’t be just 
the responsibility of the preacher. We should 
all take time to pray and study God’s word. 
Many parishes have weekly Bible study where 
the study texts are next Sunday’s readings and 
this becomes an opportunity to ask oneself a 
key question, “If I had to preach about these 
readings, what would I say?”

In some parishes the preachers themselves 
participate in these groups of Lectio Divina and 
it becomes a communal preparation for Sunday 
homily.

Feedback 
Do we ever let the preacher know what our 

impressions of the homily are? Not just as we 
leave Mass but during the week after we have 
had some time to let the preacher’s words sink 
in. Have we ever sent an e-mail sharing what 
we loved from the homily and what we are still 
struggling with days later?

One of my homiletics professors shared with 
us how he had a small group he met with on 
Tuesday nights to get feedback and recom-
mendations regarding his homily from the past 
Sunday. They also took a fi rst glance at next 
Sunday’s Gospel and shared connections they 
found with the readings and life in the parish.

He found this select group of friends and 
their feedback quite helpful! The preacher 
needs to take into account the needs of the lis-
teners, but this is very diffi cult if the preacher 
doesn’t hear from members of the parish about 
what those needs are. This whole process de-
mands a good relationship with the pastor.

These are three ideas that could be benefi cial 
in alleviating the “suffering” mentioned by Pope 
Francis. Maybe if we try some of this, the Holy 
Father’s next words also will become true:

“The homily can actually be an intense and 
happy experience of the Spirit, a consoling en-
counter with God’s word, a constant source of 
renewal and growth.”

Pope Francis gives the homily as he celebrates Mass 
in Christ the Redeemer Square in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 
CNS photo/Paul Haring.

7:45 am  Exhibits and Hospitality 

8:30 am  Welcome and Prayer 

8:45  am Presentation - Dr. Carolyn Woo 

9:45 am  Exhibits and Hospitality 

10:30 am  Presentation – Dr. Carolyn Woo 

11:30 am  Rel. Educator of the Year Award/ 

   Closing remarks and prayer 

Noon   Departure 

Dr. Carolyn Y. Woo  
is President & CEO of Catholic Relief Services, 
the official international humanitarian agency 
of the Catholic community in the United States. 
She came to CRS in January 2012 after a distin-
guished academic career.  Her faith journey 
and work at CRS are recounted in her 
book, Working for a Better World, published in 
2015 by Our Sunday Visitor.   

For more information, call (405) 721-1415.

By Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director of Hispanic Ministry


