
OKARCHE – More than 500 
parishioners and visitors gathered 
July 28 at Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church in Okarche to celebrate 
the first feast day for Blessed 
Stanley Rother, a missionary 
priest from Oklahoma martyred 
for his faith in Guatemala in 

1981. They were joined by thou-
sands more watching online or 
celebrating Blessed Stanley in 
their home parishes in Oklahoma, 
Guatemala, Arkansas, Kansas, 
Nebraska, Maryland and else-
where.

The anniversary Mass was 
celebrated by Archbishop Paul 
Coakley, Archbishop Emeritus 
Eusebius Beltran and Abbot Law-

rence Stasyszen as well as sev-
eral priests, including Fr. Gerard 
MacAuley, administrator of Holy 
Trinity, and Fr. Don Wolf, pastor 
of Saint Eugene and cousin of 
Blessed Stanley.

Seated in the first few rows were 
Blessed Stanley’s family, includ-
ing his brother, Tom Rother, and 

Friday, July 27, was a special day 
for Cristo Rey Oklahoma City 
Catholic High School and its 

first class of freshmen students as well 
as the crowd of parents, faculty and 
corporate partners. 

During an early morning tie and blaz-
er ceremony, students received their 
complete school uniforms, an acknowl-
edgement of their admission into the 
school and completion of summer Suc-
cess Training. The two-and-a-half-week 
summer program, completed by 
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Go Make Disciples

The Boldt 
Company tapped 

to build Bl. Stanley 
Rother Shrine 

Archbishop Coakley announced 
recently the selection of The Boldt 
Company to serve as construction 
manager for the building of the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine in 
Oklahoma City. 

The shrine will be built on a for-
mer golf course at S.E. 89 between 
Shields Boulevard and Interstate 
35. The shrine will be the final 
resting place for Blessed Stanley 
Rother, a native of Okarche, Okla., 
who was killed in Guatemala while 
serving the poor as a mission-
ary priest. In 2016, Pope Francis 
declared Father Rother the first 
martyr for the Catholic Church in 
the United States. In September 
during a Beatification Mass in 
downtown Oklahoma City, he be-
came the first martyr and the first 
U.S.-born priest to be beatified – 
the last step before sainthood.

“It is exciting to take the next 
step toward building this beautiful 
shrine in honor of a courageous 
priest from Oklahoma,” Archbish-
op Coakley said. “I would like to 
thank the members of the Rother 
building committee for the many 

continued on page 9

Archbishop Coakley celebrates Cristo Rey 
OKC’s first Mass

Cristo Rey OKC students attend Mass. Photo Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.continued on page 16

After years of planning, 
Cristo Rey opened 

August 10

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Thousands celebrate first feast day 
of Bl. Stanley Rother

Aerial view of Bl. Stanley’s hometown parish, Holy Trinity, in Okarche. Inset: Sr. Marita Rother, A.S.C. holds a painting 
of her brother before the Mass in his honor. Photos Connor Keef and Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

continued on page 16
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a CWAC meetings The 
Catholic Women’s Activi-
ty Club (CWAC) invites all 
women to meet the second 
Thursday of each month 
September – May in the patio 
room at Epiphany of the 
Lord, 7336 Britton Rd., OKC. 
Lunch served at 11:30 a.m. 
followed by a short program 
and business meeting. To be 
a guest, contact Sharon Fer-
nbaugh at (405) 721-2183.

a ACTS Tulsa chapter 
ACTS helps others experience 
God’s love, fosters disciple-
ship to Jesus Christ, builds 
parish community. Upcoming 
retreat dates found at http://
actstulsachapter.org.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s 
Calendar

The following events are part of 
Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Editor’s Note: Due to the importance of the 
letter and its topic, Archbishop Coakley has asked 
that the newspaper reprint it in larger type and in 
Spanish. The letter originally was released on July 
30 and can be found online at www.archokc.org.

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

The bitter fruits of the sexual revolution con-
tinue to wreak havoc on human society, the 
family and the Church. Fifty years ago, Blessed 
Paul VI warned in his prophetic encyclical, Hu-
manae Vitae, of the disastrous consequences of 
separating sexual intimacy from fertility and 
its divinely ordained place within the 
sanctity of marriage. He warned of a 
growing disrespect for women, in-
creasing marital infidelity and 
a general lowering of morali-
ty in society. 

Perhaps not even Blessed 
Paul VI foresaw the bit-
ter fruit that we have had 
to confront in the Catholic 
Church and in society due to 
the scourge of sexual abuse 
of minors and young people. 
This horrible, indeed dia-
bolical, rejection of God’s 
plan for human dignity and 
sexuality has wrought incal-
culable harm. It is even more 
egregious when these crimes 
are perpetrated by members of 
the clergy and those in positions of 
trust. These are among the most bitter fruits of 
sin.

In 2002, the bishops of the United States met 
to address the scourge of sexual abuse of mi-
nors committed by clergy. Meeting in Dallas, the 
bishops produced and endorsed the Charter for 
the Protection of Children and Young People. 
The Charter establishes a framework for edu-
cating, monitoring and reporting abuse commit-
ted by clergy. It is a pledge of greater oversight, 
accountability and transparency in dealing with 
these crimes. It is a step in the right direction.

The recent acknowledgement of credible allega-
tions of abuse committed by Cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick has been a further painful blow for all 
of God’s people. The allegations include abuse 

of a minor some fifty 
years ago and abuse 
against seminarians, 
which led to monetary 
settlements years lat-
er. Archbishop Mc-
Carrick has since been 
forbidden to exercise any public ministry, urged 
to embrace a life of prayer and penance as he 
awaits a canonical trial, and has been removed 
from the College of Cardinals. 

How could these allegations have remained 
under the radar for so long? It seems that many 

heard rumors of his alleged criminal and 
sinful behavior. Part of the problem is 
a gap in the Charter itself. The Char-

ter does not provide clear means 
for responding to allegations of 

abuse committed by bishops. 
This gap has contributed 
to the erosion of trust and 
confidence in episcopal lead-

ership among priests, deacons 
and the lay faithful. Repairing 
this gap by creating the same 
standards and expectations for 
all, including bishops, will go 
a long way toward restoring 
that trust.

In a July 24 letter to Car-
dinal DiNardo, president of the 
United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops, I highlighted 
this concern and my hope that the 

upcoming Administrative Committee 
meeting in September would address this crisis 
of trust and these deficiencies in a clear and 
robust manner.

While procedural and canonical changes may 
be necessary, they will not be enough. What is 
needed is humble repentance and continuing 
conversion for all of us who are in positions of 
leadership in God’s Church. Blessed Stanley 
Rother, pray for us!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Archbishop Coakley’s letter 
to the faithful

God of wisdom and might,
we praise you for the 
wonder of our being,

for mind, body and spirit.
Be with our children as they 
begin a new school year.

Bless them and their 
teachers and staff.

Give them strength and 
grace as their bodies grow;

wisdom and knowledge to 
their minds as they search for 

understanding;
and peace and zeal to their 

hearts. We ask this through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Aug. 28 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., 
Catholic Pastoral Center
Aug. 28 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales 
Chapel, CPC
Aug. 28 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 
3:30 p.m., CPC
Aug. 29 – Stewardship and Development Priests 
Advisory Committee meeting, 12:30 p.m., CPC
Aug. 30 – Catholic Charities annual board meeting 
and Mass, 9 a.m., St. Teresa of Avila, Harrah

Official Pastoral Assignment
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Pastor

Rev. Rayanna Narisetti

Saint Ann, Elgin and missions; 
Mother of Sorrows, Apache; and Our 
Lady Of Perpetual Help, Sterling 
(formerly served as administrator)

Effective Aug. 1

Well-known Catholic apologist Pat-
rick Madrid headlined the most recent 
Assembly of Catholic Professionals in 
downtown 
Oklahoma 
City. Ma-
drid hosts 
“The 
Patrick 
Madrid 
Show” on 
Relevant 
Radio ev-
ery morn-
ing from 8 
a.m. to 11 
a.m. In Oklahoma, the show is avail-
able on the Relevant Radio app.

“On my radio show, for three hours, 
it’s just you and me, and we talk 
about the issues of the day. I’m finding 
more and more non-religious people 
listening to the program,” Madrid said. 
“If I can get the people on the outer 
ring who are actively opposed to what 
you and I believe as Christians, then 
I figure we’ve got a good chance that 
they’ll at least listen. … God is waiting 
around all kinds of interesting cor-
ners.”  

Madrid discussed the many different 
people who call into his show, which 
features no guests or interviews. Many 
of the callers, he said, are searching 
for meaning in their lives and have 
turned to other vices, including drugs, 
alcohol or sex, to fill the void.

“God is ready to surprise them, if 
only someone can speak the truth 
about the Catholic faith to them.”

Starting in the fourth grade, Madrid 
has been challenged by friends about 
his Catholic belief, so he started inves-
tigating the false claims to answer the 
questions. He wrote about his experi-
ences in his book “Why Be Catholic?” 

“I took ownership of my Catholic 
faith. It became a passion for me. I 
want more people to understand this; 
I want my fellow Catholics to know 

about this,” Madrid said. “It’s aston-
ishing to see how many people have 
not heard the case for the Catholic 
Church.”

He encouraged people of faith to be 
courageous in sharing their joy and 

not to be afraid.
“You might say ‘I can’t do what 

Scott Hahn can do or I 
can’t quote the Bible like 
Tim Staples,’ but you don’t 
have to,” he said. “That’s 
not what helps people come 
closer to Jesus. It’s the per-
sonal authenticity in which 
you in your own limited way 
speak the truth, and you 
speak it in a friendly forth-
right manner. Little truths 

spoken in an understandable 
way can go a long way.”

Diane Clay is editor of the 
Sooner Catholic. 
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Catholic Charities Annual Appeal 2018
The Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 

Oklahoma City Annual Appeal 2018 will take 
place the weekend of Sept. 8-9. 

This past year, 12,557 Oklahomans were 
served throughout 46 counties and six service 
locations. Through the community’s gener-
ous support, Catholic Charities continues to 
change lives. 

The Catholic Charities annual appeal is the 
yearly opportunity granted to Catholic Char-
ities by Archbishop Coakley to reach parish-
ioners across the archdiocese. Loyal parish 
support helps Catholic Charities continue 
day-to-day operations – operations so desper-
ately needed in western and central Oklahoma. 
Catholic Charities depends on the 
generosity of our Catholic com-
munity to fund approximately 40 
percent of our annual budget. 

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City was found-

ed in 1912 with the goal to help all. Now, 106 
years later, Catholic Charities has been able to 
help Oklahomans each year regardless of race, 
religion or national origin. 

In 2017, 71 percent of clients assisted by 
Catholic Charities had an annual income less 
than $15,000. With 14 programs in six service 
locations, including Ardmore, Enid, Guymon 
and Lawton, our service model aims to help 
those who have fallen in the cracks of society 
by providing support, case management ser-
vices and tangible skills to help our clients gain 
independence. 

On Sept. 8-9, the Catholic community will, 
once again, be able to commit to bettering the 

lives of so many who need assistance. Current-
ly, 91 percent of every dollar raised goes di-
rectly toward client services. With the youngest 
client yet to be born and the oldest at age 92, 
Catholic Charities spans across generations 
and through the poverty line. The archdiocese 
has a unique ability to make a difference in 
hard-to-reach populations through supporting 
Catholic Charities.

People who have been beaten down by dis-
crimination, homelessness, division and hope-
lessness find a bright light toward the future 
with the assistance provided by Catholic Char-
ities. 

On Sept. 8-9, you have an opportunity to 
help Catholic Charities shine that 
light for our many clients. With 
your assistance, Catholic Chari-
ties will help our neighbors find 
the hope and light Jesus Christ 
promises us all. 

“Why Be Catholic?”
Catholic apologist Patrick Madrid speaks at Assembly of Catholic Professionals

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Patrick Madrid and Archbishop Coakley at the Assem-
bly of Catholic Professionals meeting July 19 in Okla-
homa City. Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic. 

Learn more or join at:
www.archokc.org/acp

(405) 709-2745
acp@archokc.org

Assembly of Catholic 
Professionals



Lori Fischer prayed for a long 
time about doing something with 
her faith and her community. 
She was called to give back, but 
couldn’t find a good connection. 
One day it all came to her. 

“’Bookstore’ was the one word 
that kept going through my mind,” 
she said. Not just any bookstore – 
a Christian bookstore. 

That moment of realization 
led Fischer, with the help of her 
family, on a journey to bring the 
Good News, the Catholic faith and 
coffee to a new venue in Yukon. 

Fischer’s vision became a real-
ity in April when her bookstore, 
Silver Bell’s, opened. She said she 
wants Silver Bell’s to be a place 
where she can evangelize and talk 
about her faith. 

“I want people to walk through 
the doors of Silver Bell’s and feel 
like family, like they are home 
and can relax, sip a cup of coffee 
and enjoy a good Christian book,” 
Fischer said.

A convert to the Catholic 
Church, Fischer said she enjoys 
sharing her experience about 
what made her become Catholic.

“Some people, especially 
non-Catholics, have a lot of ques-

tions,” she said. “I try to get to 
know them.” 

Silver Bell’s offers everything 
from bibles to fiction and non-
fiction, with an emphasis is on 
Catholicism. 

“Everything is Christian-based. 
There is some apparel, mantil-
las and Bible games. I even have 
Catholic socks, a huge seller.”  

It’s not just Fischer’s books that 
are getting attention. Silver Bell’s 
is home to Mystic Monk coffee, a 
brew crafted by Carmelite monks 
in Wyoming. Patrons are encour-
aged to grab a book and a cup of 
coffee and cozy up in one of their 
chairs. 

“I’m an old-fashioned, local 
bookstore,” Fischer said. 

In addition to offering gifts and 
art, Silver Bell’s carries a rare 
form of iconography from iconog-
raphers at Epiphany of the Lord 
in Oklahoma City.

Even Fischer’s 12-year-old 
daughter, Emma, helps drive the 
mission of Silver Bell’s. Emma 
leads a special class that teaches 
other kids how to pray the rosary. 

Fischer holds devotionals on 
her Facebook page and hopes to 
expand her classes to Bible stud-
ies in the fall. 

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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OCTOBER 11-13, 2018 • IRVING CONVENTION CENTER

Presented by the University of Dallas  •  Co-Sponsored by the Diocese of Dallas

  Listen to keynote 
addresses in English 
and Spanish from  
Fr. Agustino  
Torres, C.F.R.

 Choose from over 
100 sessions, with 
topics relevant to 
every Catholic in 
English, Spanish, 
and Vietnamese

 Experience our other 
conference highlights, 
including daily mass, 
an exhibit hall, music  
and art

udallas.edu/dmc
dmc@udallas.edu • 972-721-5105

only 
$85!
register by

10/1/18

ALL ARE

WELCOME!

Catholic bookstore 
opens in Yukon

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

943 Cornwell Dr., Yukon
(405) 265-0333.

Silver Bell’s

Lori Fischer, 
owner of Silver 
Bell’s and 
her daughter, 
Emma, 12. 
Photos Eliana 
Tedrow/Sooner 
Catholic.

St. Anthony 
nurse receives 
Daisy Award

SSM Health Saint Anthony 
Hospital recently recognized one 
of their nurses with The Daisy 
Award for Extraordinary Nurses. 
The award is part of the DAISY 
Foundation’s program to recog-
nize nurses who provide extraor-
dinary care for their patients, 
family and team members.  

Blakely Palafox, a registered 
nurse at St. Anthony, was the 
latest recipient of The Daisy 
Award. A patient who nominated 
him said, “I asked (Blakely) ‘Do 
you believe in angels?’ He said, 
‘yes.’ I told him God sent you to 
me; you are my angel.’”

The not-for-profit DAISY Foun-
dation is based in Glen Ellen, 
Calif., and was established by 
family members in memory of 
J. Patrick Barnes. Barnes died 
at age 33 from complications of 
Idiopathic Thrombocytopenic 
Purpura (ITP), a little known but 
not uncommon auto-immune 
disease. The care Barnes and his 
family received from nurses while 
he was ill inspired the award.

Nurses may be nominated by 
patients, families and colleagues. 
They are chosen by a committee 
of nurses at SSM Health St. An-
thony Hospital. Awards are given 
throughout the year. 

Since becoming the pastor of Saint Joseph 
in Ada this summer, Father Aaron Foshee’s 
schedule has been filled from dawn until dusk. 
After celebrating Mass, he has a list of duties to 
accomplish, and sometimes does not go 
back to the rectory until nightfall.

“I am busier than I have ever been,” 
Father Foshee said with a smile. “I am 
so blessed to be here. This is my first 
pastorate, so it is exciting. I am humbled 
the archbishop thought I was ready to 
take on this kind of responsibility. It is a 
large one, but it is life giving.”

From his seminary formation, to his 
mentors, Father Foshee said he has had 
help preparing to become the pastor of 
one of the oldest churches in the archdi-
ocese.

“My mentorships with Father Irwin 
in Enid and Father Rick Stansberry at 
Christ the King in Oklahoma City have 
prepared me for this. Because of their 
example, because of my education at 
Saint Meinrad Seminary, I feel confi-
dent.”  

Father Foshee also serves at Saint 
Francis Xavier mission in Sulphur. He 
said the church community is family.

“Saint Francis Xavier in Sulphur is 
a vibrant community. It is amazing to 
see we have intentional disciples there, 
keeping the Church going and evange-
lizing, bringing the Good News to the 
people in Sulphur,” he said. 

It has been nearly 20 years since 
Father Foshee and his immediate family 
converted to Catholicism. Being a former 
Protestant, he said his love for Scrip-
ture was instilled in him as a young boy 
and said that has helped make him the kind of 
priest he is today.

“I try to encourage people because we should 
never be afraid of other Christian denomina-

tions. They have things to offer us, and we have 
things to offer them. It is something we should 
be hoping for, unifying the Body of Christ. We 
are supposed to be one flock, one shepherd. 
God wants that,” he said. 

He also gives thanks to Blessed Stanley 
Rother. 

“We are all one Church, and I think that is 
what all of us in Oklahoma need to realize. 
We are all here to work toward holiness. I am 
especially grateful for the example that we have 

through Blessed Stanley Rother because he is 
such a unifier for our diocese. No matter where 
you are in Oklahoma, we have this saint in our 
midst, who is with us, and is actively assisting 
us.”

Father Foshee said one of the greatest things 
about the physical element of Saint Joseph is 

the bell tower. Because of its height, 
you can see it from a long distance.

“When you see it, you know you 
can follow it, and you will come to the 
church,” he said. We are all supposed 
to be like that bell tower. By our bap-
tisms, we are called to invite people to 
receive and to live the Good News. At 
the end of Mass, when I, or the deacon, 
say ‘Go, Mass has ended.’ It is not like, 
‘OK, we’re done.’ It is that you have 
received the Body and Blood, Soul and 
Divinity of Christ. You have received 
Jesus in Sacred Scripture, you have re-
ceived Jesus in our community of faith. 
You have been given the tools. Now go, 
and do what your baptism has called 
you to do. Go and make disciples.” 

Since the Ada community includes 
East Central University, other colleges 
and schools as well as a diverse pop-
ulation, Father Foshee said they have 
some evangelical potential in Ada.

“We have a German-speaking com-
munity, a Spanish-speaking communi-
ty and an English-speaking community. 
We have a large community from the 
Philippines and Vietnam as well as 
Native Americans. Being able to show 
people and give them an invitation to 
our community of faith is one of the 
potentials I see here. I would love to 
make Ada and Sulphur an example for 
the rest of the diocese, that we can do 

it, they can too.” 
Father Foshee asked for continued prayers. 
Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the 

Sooner Catholic.
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“Live the Good News”

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Fr. Aaron Foshee at St. Joseph in Ada. Photo Jolene Schonchin/
Sooner Catholic.

Enid parish welcomes families from Micronesia  
ENID – Parishioners at Saint Gregory the Great 

in Enid noticed a group of new families attend-
ing the parish. Recently, a committee formally 
welcomed the group from the Micronesian Pacific 
Islands of Chuuk and Pohnpei. 

Most of the new parishioners work at a local 
meat packing company and were recruited to 
move to Enid from their country to provide a 
labor force.

There are now 20 new families that include 
about 65 people attending the parish. Since En-
glish is the second language of the group, they 
were not accessing sacramental preparation for 
their children. A Saint Gregory parishioner, Car-
ole Goodwin, who is retired from diocesan minis-
try in Kentucky, agreed to use her experience in 
multi-cultural ministry to explore how to assist 
these families with their faith needs. 

Thanks to this 
work, on July 1, 15 
children were bap-
tized at Saint Gregory. 
In addition, a team 
of 12 adults met with 
20 children ages 7-15 
three days a week 
for seven weeks this 
summer to prepare 
them for their First 
Holy Communion.

Members of the 
group said they trea-
sure the bond they’ve 
created through their 
Catholic faith and 
that this experience is 
witness to the univer-
sality of the Church. 

Fr. Joseph Irwin blesses 15 
children receiving baptism 
at St. Gregory the Great in 
Enid. Photos Sherry Stotts.

Ada, Sulphur welcome new pastor 



Sooner Catholic6   August 19, 2018 

Bishop McGuinness receives 
Catholic Foundation music grant

Fr. Stephen Bird, pastor of 
Epiphany of the Lord Catho-
lic Church in Oklahoma City, 
was named Chapter Director 
of the Year at the National 
Association of Pastoral Musi-
cians convention in Baltimore. 
The award was presented by 
Stephen Petrunak, president 
and CEO, and Jacqueline 
Schnittgrund, chairwoman of 
the committee for chapters. 
The award says, “Dynamic 
Liturgist, Pastoral Musician 
and Mentor of Souls.” Photo 
provided. 

Congratulations!
Holy Trinity, UCO announce 

academic partnership
The University of Central Oklahoma recently 

announced an academic partnership with Holy 
Trinity Catholic School in Okarche. 

Holy Trinity will be the first private school in 
Oklahoma to serve as a site for student teacher 
practicums in the school of education at UCO. 

Steve Lykes, principal at Holy Trinity, said 
“this partnership is a win-win situation for 
both schools. It gives UCO students a teach-
ing experience in a Catholic school with small 
class size, and enables them to compare that 
experience with public schools. It also gives 
me, as principal, a potential pool of teacher 
candidates if an opening occurs at my school 
or other Catholic schools in the area.

The partnership begins this fall.

Bishop 
McGuinness 
Catholic High 
School recent-
ly hosted the 
annual Clancy 
Classic Golf Tournament at 
Twin Hills Golf and Coun-
try Club. More than 140 
players participated. With 
the help of longtime Mc-
Guinness supporter Jamie 
Meyer, the BMCHS Booster 
Club treated all golfers to 
a cookout at Noon prior to 
the 1 p.m. tee off.    

In Flight A, Ted Hughes, 
Emma Hughes, Clayton 
Hooper, Walker Henson 
and Greg Harjo came in 
first. Second place went to 
Danny Stith, Daniel Stith, 
Mike Chancellor and Joe 
Vahlberg.  

In Flight B, Matt Savely, 
Gabe Savely, Brian Yost 
and Johnny Rodgers came 
in first. Placing 2nd was 
the team of Tom McGan-
non, Bob Holt, Doug Folg-
er and Jerry Brindley. 

Closest to the pin for 
men was Pat Lane and 
longest drive winner for 
the men was Kael Mc-
Farland. For the women, 
Fiamma Felitch won both 
categories.

All proceeds benefit Irish 
athletic programs. 

Thanks to the generosity of The Catholic Foun-
dation of Oklahoma and the Bobby Dean Little 
Trust, a new audio system was installed in the 

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School music room. 
Two high-frequency speakers, an amplifier, a mixer 

and a lavalier system were purchased and installed with 
the $2,500 grant received. The teachers will be able 
to connect wirelessly to the sound system with their 
laptops and iPads. The audio upgrade will provide an 
improved environment for music appreciation, band, 
choir and orchestra classes.

Founded in 1965, the foundation has provided educa-
tional grants to schools and organizations throughout 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City as well as college 
scholarships to students.  

To learn more about CFO grants and scholarships, go 
online to cfook.org.

Flight B 1st place winners – Left to right:  Matt Savely, Gabe 
Savely, Brian Yost and Johnny Rodgers

Flight A 1st place winners – Left to right: Clayton Hooper, 
Emma Hughes, Greg Harjo, Ted Hughes and Walker Henson

Flight A 2nd place winners – Left to right: Danny Stith, Mike 
Chancellor, Daniel Stith and Joe Vahlberg

Flight B 2nd place winners – Left to right: Tom McGannon, 
Bob Holt, Doug Folger and Jerry Brindley

In celebration of Blessed Stan-
ley Rother’s first feast day, Father 
Kevin Ratterman and parishioners 
at Saint Mary in Ardmore re-ded-
icated the newly repaired and 
remodeled parish hall to be named 
the Rother Family Center. 

In attendance were nearly 300 
excited parishioners. The faith-
filled event included the unveiling 
of a new icon of Blessed Stanley.

In June 2017, Saint Mary suf-
fered an extensive fire, causing 
more than $300,000 damage to 
the parish hall. 

“During the year that Saint Mary 
was without a meeting place, there 
was no place for the people of the 
church to gather and celebrate 
holidays and special events. Now, 
we again have a place for the par-
ish community to continue to grow 
in faith and fellowship,” said Grace 
Humphrey, parish secretary.

The Rother Family Center is an 
updated and spacious venue. For 
more information or to book the 
parish hall, contact Humphrey 
at (580) 223-0231 or stmaryard-
more@hotmail.com.

Charles Albert is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Monsignor 
Zenon 
Steber was 

the larger-than-life 
pastor of Holy Trin-
ity in Okarche for 
more than 45 years. 
Originally from Al-
sace, a border prov-
ince between France 
and Germany, he 
had dreams of being 
a missionary for the 
African missions. 
However, his health 
did not allow him to maintain his ministry on the Gold Coast. So, 
Father Steber (not yet a monsignor) answered the call to become a 
different type of missionary in Oklahoma. 

He was assigned to southwestern Oklahoma, then Shawnee, 
and finally Okarche. This German community was tailor-made for 
his talents as he was able to converse and preach in their native 
tongue. Consequently, he was revered by the people. While known 
to be stern about many things, his kindness and love of the chil-
dren of Holy Trinity became legendary. One of those children was 
Stanley Francis Rother. Blessed Stanley was baptized by the good 
monsignor in 1935 as Francis Stanley Rother as he would not cel-
ebrate the sacrament unless his first name was Francis. Such was 
his authority and stature in the community. Blessed Stanley’s birth 
certificate, though, always has read “Stanley Francis” and that was 
the name used by the family. 

Blessed Stanley had a great deal of affection and respect for the 
formidable pastor and always pointed toward his leadership as an 

inspiration for his vocation. With Monsignor Steber’s death 
in 1948, Father Victor Van Durme preached his funeral 
homily. It was said to be a fittingly eloquent tribute to 
the man who gave most of his life in service to the people 
of Oklahoma.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

The Healing House recently opened 
in Crescent, 30 miles north of Okla-
homa City. 

The facility is available for people 
to stay who want a chance to spend 
quiet time with the Lord. It is a home 
recently updated with three bed-
rooms and two bathrooms, which 
provide a comfortable and safe place 
with meals available. Advance ar-
rangements for meals required. There 
is a kitchen and a large living area 
and dining area. 

Silence is the common activity for 
most weeks. One weekend a month a 
program is offered: 

1st weekend – Women’s silent 
retreat with spiritual direction, if 
desired;

2nd weekend – Men’s silent retreat 
with spiritual direction available;

3rd weekend – Directed retreat with 
facilitator addressing various topics; 

4th weekend – Facility available 
for small groups needing a gathering 
space.

Priests welcome from Sunday eve-
ning through Thursday evening.

For more information, call Marka 
Acton (918) 724-8928 or Rosemary 
Lewis (405) 669-9999. Visit https://
www.thehealinghouse.co.

Retreat center opens in Crescent

Fr. Rick Stansberry had a dinner honoring the senior altar servers at Christ 
the King. More than 20 served Mass all the way through high school. They 
all are going to college, most with scholarships, seven were Eagle Scouts and 
two are going to seminary. Photo provided. 

“Amazing” senior altar servers

Sandy Politte, assis-
tant principal at St. 
Charles Borromeo, 
and Natalie John-
son, principal at 
St. John Nepomuk, 
exchange ideas on 
Google and RenWeb. 
Photo provided.

Rother Family Center
opens in Ardmore

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

A Bl. Stanley icon is unveiled at St. Mary, Ardmore. Photo provided.
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First feast day of
Bl. Stanley Rother

On the first feast day, eight Catholic 
veterans and one spouse of Catholic War 
Veterans, Oklahoma Memorial Post No. 
168, made a pilgrimage to Okarche. They 
visited the original gravesite of Blessed 
Stanley Rother. Attending veterans were 
Comdr. Ron Sandhop and wife, Jane; 
Treasurer Ken Provost; 3rd Vice Comdr. 
Margie Tisdel; Directors Sid Howard and 
Hank Salazar; members Jay Brinkman, 
Wayne Raphael, and Roger Thibeault. 
While at the cemetery, the group met Sr. 
Marita, Blessed Stanley’s sister.

Margie Tisdel

continued from page 1

hours of work that lead to the 
important selection of a contrac-
tor, and I welcome Boldt as a new 
partner in this inspiring project.”

The Boldt Company will join 
design architects Franck and 
Lohsen of Washington D.C., and 
project architects ADG of Okla-
homa City. Groundbreaking on 
the 56-acre campus is expected 
in early 2020 with completion by 
summer 2022.

The shrine will include a 2,000-
seat church, a 200-seat chapel, 
a museum and a pilgrim center, 
which will tell the story of Bless-
ed Stanley’s life and martyrdom. 
An event center and education 
building will be added in front of 
the main church.

Molly Bernard, chairman of the 
selection committee, said “The 
committee found The Boldt Com-
pany leadership to be highly capa-
ble and good communicators with 
a deep understanding of the mis-
sion and purpose of the shrine.” 

With a headquarters based in 
Wisconsin, The Boldt Company 
has had an active presence in 
Oklahoma since the early 1980s. 
Local projects include the Brick-
town Ballpark, MAPS for KIDS, 
the Will Rogers World Airport 
expansion, and the National 
Weather Center. The director of 
the shrine project will be Tony 
Yanda, a parishioner at Saint 
John Nepomuk Catholic Church 
in Yukon, Okla.

“The Boldt Company is ex-
tremely honored and very blessed 
to be a part of this sacred and 
historic project,” Yanda said. “We 
look forward to working with the 
archdiocese and the project team 
to build a shrine that truly hon-
ors Blessed Stanley Rother and 
those he served.”

The committee will work with 
architects, contractors and others 
through the next phases of plan-
ning for the shrine campus.

Funding for the shrine is part of 
a first-ever capital campaign for 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
– “One Church, Many Disciples.” 
Construction of the shrine is the 
central element of the $65 million 
campaign. To date, the campaign 
has raised more than $56 million, 
and Archbishop Coakley recently 
announced a challenge goal of $80 
million. Approximately $39 mil-
lion of the total will be put toward 
completing the church and shrine.

“If the campaign continues its 
success, and pledges are paid 
over time, we expect to be able 
to break ground on the shrine in 
early 2020,” said Peter de Ker-
atry, executive director of stew-
ardship and development for the 
archdiocese. “We estimate the 
shrine will take about two years 
to build with dedication of the 
main church occurring on the 
feast day of Blessed Stanley Roth-
er, July 28, 2022.”

For more information about the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine, 
go online to blessedstanleyrother.
org.

Bl. Stanley Rother’s crypt at Resurrection Memorial 
Cemetery in Oklahoma City.

St. Francis de Sales Chapel Relic 
Veneration, OKC 

St. Charles Borromeo Relic 
Veneration, OKC St. Philip Neri, Midwest City

St. John Nepomuk, Yukon

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Fr. Don Wolf at his reception for his CD “A 
Last Look in the Light, The Last Journey 
Home of Fr. Stan Rother.”

Fr. Brian Buettner holds a relic at 
Blessed Sacrament in Lawton.

Fr. Price Oswalt at St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC

Jolie Eliza Rother (the “Lee” part of her name comes from Stanley) was 
baptized July 29 at Sts. Peter and Paul in Kingfisher by Fr. Francis. Her 
parents are Creston and Teneille Rother. Little brother is Keith.

The Ingram family from Blanchard visited the Heritage 
Gallery and St. Francis de Sales Chapel on July 28.

Fr. Irwin at St. Joseph, Norman

Archbishop Paul Coakley, Archbishop Emeritus Eusebius Beltran celebrate Mass on July 28 at Holy Trinity 
in Okarche.

Catholic Pastoral Center Blessed Stanley 
Rother Day prayer service on July 25 at 
the St. Francis de Sales Chapel. 

Fr. Danny Grover, pastor at Corpus Christi blesses riders prior to the 
group leaving for The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help for the 
second decade. Bl. Stanley was ordained at the cathedral in 1963.

Bill Johnson, organizer of the First Blessed 
Stanley Rother Rosary Run, holds rosaries 
given to many of the participants of the run. 
The rosaries were made by students at All 
Saints Catholic School in Norman. 

Church of the Epiphany of 
the Lord, OKC 

Photos Diane Clay, Dana Attocknie, Judy Hilovsky, 
Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic and provided.



Many Catholics 
have been challenged 
by members of other 
denominations who 
claim that Catholics 
worship Mary and 

that such devotion is in error and has no basis 
in Scripture. Anyone wishing to be better pre-
pared to answer such questions would do well 
to read “Mary in the Bible and in Our Lives” by 
Father Wilfrid Stinissen, O.C.D.  

Father Stinissen’s beautiful book is also for 
anyone who wishes to grow in faith and to fos-
ter a deeper love of Our Lady. Father has been 
a Carmelite since 1944, and the many years 
he has devoted to prayer and study have borne 
fruit in his profoundly moving explanations 
and commentaries.

He follows Mary’s life through the many 
references to her in the Gospels, so the book 
is well based. He also refers to Mater Ecclesiae 
(Mother of the Church), the encyclical of Pope 
Paul VI, and to the documents of the Second 
Vatican Council. He notes that in 431 AD, 
the Council at Ephesus declared Mary to be 
the Theotokos, the Mother of God. Lastly, he 
quotes the many great saints who were devoted 
to Our Lady: Ignatius of Loyola, Maximillian 
Kolbe, Bernard of Clairvaux, Theresa of Lisieux 
and John of the Cross.

Father Stinissen starts by straightening the 
confusion that sometimes takes place over the 
dogma of the Immaculate Conception. This is 
sometimes thought to mean the virgin birth, 
but it, in fact, means that “Mary was free from 
original sin from the first moment of her exis-
tence.”

Father asks a theologically important ques-
tion: “How could Mary be without sin before 
Jesus saved the world?” Father’s work shines 

in its ability to deal easily and simply with 
profound issues, and so he explains that it was 
“by virtue of Christ’s death” that God preserved 
Mary “from all stain of guilt.”

Father continues to explain that Mary’s 
sinlessness, her uniqueness, does not sepa-
rate her from us; it is sin that separates, that 
divides and alienates. Mary’s sinlessness draws 
us to her and works to unite us to God. Her 
Immaculate Conception “makes total solidarity 
possible.” 

Examining the Annunciation, 
Father observes that the con-
versation between Mary and the 
Angel Gabriel “is a prototype 
of every conversation between 
heaven and earth.” When Mary 
visits Elizabeth, it is “not primar-
ily Mary’s visit to Elizabeth but, 
rather, Christ’s visit to John,” he 
writes. When Marry prays the 
Magnificat, she is praying in the 
Holy Spirit, and she proclaims 
that “henceforth all generations 
will call me blessed.”

“Why is it,” Father asks, “that 
a large part of Christianity is so 
afraid to praise Mary when she herself foretold 
in the Holy Spirit that the whole world would 
exalt her?”

In his chapter on Mary and Joseph, Father 
Stinissen tackles the issue of Mary ever vir-
gin. Did she or did she not have children other 
than Jesus? Regarding references in Scripture 
to Christ’s “brothers,” Father writes that “Ev-
eryone knows that Hebrew uses the same word 
for both brothers and cousins.” Also, virginity, 
as Mary knew it, is more than a physical state. 
It means, as explained in I Corinthians 7:34, 
to be “anxious about the affairs of the Lord, 
how to be holy in body 
and spirit.” Virginity 
cannot be “only for a 

time,” Father explains. “God does not take back 
his gifts; he completes what he has begun.”

Interestingly, even the leaders of the Protes-
tant Reformation believed in Mary’s virginity. 
Stinissen quotes Martin Luther as saying, “A 
virgin before conception and birth, she re-
mained a virgin also at the birth and after it.” 
Stinissen also notes that “Calvin condemned 
those who claimed that Mary had other chil-
dren besides Jesus.”

Father continues to look carefully at Mary at 
the wedding at Cana and at Mary at the 

foot of the cross. He explains and ex-
pounds, providing new insights and 
inspiring new love of Our Lady.

In his chapter on Mary and the 
Church, Father Stinissen regrets that 
we “no longer feel a part of some-
thing greater and all encompassing.” 
We have lost a “sense of belonging,” 
and here Father repeats Hans Urs 
von Balthasar’s observation that “The 
Church since the (Second Vatican) 
Council” has become “all too mascu-
line” and has stepped away from the 
deep femininity of the Marian charac-
ter of the Church.”

Nevertheless, Stinissen says, “Many of the 
Church Fathers have pointed out that Mary 
and the Church are reflected in each other. 
When we wish to know how the Church should 
be, we need only look at Mary.”

“Mary in the Bible and in Our Lives” is a 
wonderful book that can be read, re-read, stud-
ied and meditated upon. In the end, it will, as 
the author no doubt intended, lead us to Mary 
who is ultimately and completely the way to 
Jesus.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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“Mary in the Bible and in Our Lives”
By J.E. Helm 

The Sooner Catholic

St. Anthony is now 
SSM Health St. Anthony

For over 100 years, we’ve been changing health care in Oklahoma. Now, we’re changing our 
name. St. Anthony is now SSM Health St. Anthony, but who we are on the inside is still the 

same. We’ve always been a part of SSM Health – guided by our Mission, rooted in faith.

We’re a community of Saints in Action® making health care more accessible, when and where 
you need it. SSM Health St. Anthony. We are Saints in Action.®

We’re changing health care and our name.

©2018 SSM Health. All rights reserved.

SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital – Oklahoma City

SSM Health Bone & Joint Hospital at St. Anthony

SSM Health St. Anthony South

SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital – Shawnee

SSM Health St. Anthony Healthplex

SSM Health Medical Group

Archbishop Coakley poses with confirmation students at St. Joseph in Union 
City on June 3. Photo provided.

Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., abbot of St. Gregory’s Abbey and Fr. 
Mark Mason pose with confirmation students at Sacred Heart in El Reno on 
May 27. Photo provided.

The third annual Idea of a Vil-
lage event took place this summer 
at Sycamore Springs Ranch and 
conference center near Clear Creek 
Abbey in northeastern Oklahoma. 
The Idea of a Village is the idea 
that Christians need their own 
village for mutual support and 
enrichment of their faith-filled and 
Christ-centered lives in the mod-
ern world, a proposition promoted 
by Rod Dreher in his book, “The 

Benedict Option,” which has been 
widely publicized and favorably 
reviewed. 

It is interesting and significant 
that Dreher spoke at the first 
Clear Creek Abbey Idea of a Village 
event in 2016. For many years, 
families already had been moving 
from across the United States to 
the environs of Clear Creek Abbey. 
Thus far, there have been about 
50 such families and more contin-
ue to come.

The theme for this year was “The 
Joy of Pilgrimage.” The event in-

cluded vespers 
at the abbey, 
a bonfire and 
four speak-
ers. The first, 
whose topic 
was thanksgiv-
ing, was Sam 
Guzman, a con-
vert to Cathol-
icism who left 
Wisconsin two 
years ago and 
is now a Clear 
Creek villager. 

He is the 
owner of the 
web site, 
The Catholic 
Gentleman 
(catholicgen-
tlemen.net), 
a stylish blog 
designed to en-
courage men in 
their Catholic 
faith. He also 
is the author of 
a book by the 
same name.

Guzman said the modern world’s 
attitude toward God ranges from 
indifference to hostility. He rec-
ommended ways in which thanks-
giving can be a part of everyday 
life. Daily Mass is the best way to 
give thanks daily, he said. Guz-
man said there are three areas of 
thanksgiving: for the good things, 
for the good things that come out 
of a bad situation, and for trials 
and suffering. He noted that Pope 
Benedict XVI once wrote that 
Christ took all the injustice and 
suffering in the world and turned 
them into thanksgiving on the 
cross. 

Guzman recommended reading 
G.K. Chesterton who, he said, 
wrote “about everything with child-
like wonder and humility.” And, 
he said people should avail them-
selves of the beauty of creation 
away from distractions like cell 
phones and computers as a way of 
giving thanks to God.

The next speaker was Sean Fitz-
patrick, the dean of Saint Gregory 
the Great Academy for boys near 
Scranton, Penn. His topic was go-
ing home. He quoted the Cheshire 
Cat in Lewis Carroll’s “Alice in 
Wonderland” who told Alice, “We 
are all mad here.” He went on to 
explain a pilgrimage is somewhat 
irrational in that the pilgrim leaves 
behind comforts and security to 
find a spiritual home. 

Christians are wanderers trying 
to get home to Heaven, the final 
destination, he said. Chesterton, 
he said, wrote that he could not 
fit into the world and be true to 
Christ. 

The third speaker was Mitch-

ell Kalpakgian, who has been a 
professor at a number of Catholic 
colleges for more than 50 years 
and is a frequent contributor to 
the New Oxford Review magazine. 
Kalpakgian gave a philosophical 
talk on human love titled “The Hu-
man World with a Human Touch 
with a Human Heart.” 

Professor Kalpakgian spoke of 
Homer’s “Odyssey,” Dickens’s “Da-
vid Copperfield,” and Dante’s “Di-
vine Comedy” and the journey tak-
en in each novel. He said in each 
the traveler arrives at two conclu-
sions: the world is a cold-hearted 
place and only the goodness of the 
human heart can redeem it. The 
final speaker was Father Dwight 
Longenecker, a convert. Father 
Longenecker is a married priest in 
South Carolina and most likely the 
only graduate of Bob Jones Uni-
versity to become a Roman Cath-
olic priest. After graduation from 
Bob Jones, he attended Oxford 
and became an Anglican priest. He 
is the author of several books and 
is a frequent contributor to the 
National Catholic Register newspa-
per. His talk was about his con-
version to Catholicism that began 
when he was an Anglican clergy-
man in England. He was encour-
aged by a Benedictine oblate friend 
to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
in 1983 via Benedictine monaster-
ies in Europe. 

Today, Father Longenecker has a 
parish in Greenville, S.C.

For more information about the 
Idea of a Village conference, go on-
line to www.theideaofavillage.com.

Ted King is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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Paths of greater freedom should lead to greater love

Echoes
of 

Christ

“As he was setting out on a journey, a man 
ran up, knelt down before him, and asked him, 
‘Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Why do you call me 

good? No one 
is good but 
God alone. You 
know the com-
mandments: 
You shall not 
kill; you shall 
not commit 
adultery; you 
shall not steal; 
you shall 

not bear false witness; you shall not defraud; 
honor your father and your mother. He replied, 
‘Teacher, all of these I have observed from my 
youth.’ Jesus, looking at him, loved him and 
said to him, ‘You are lacking in one thing. Go, 
sell what you have, and give to the poor and 
you will have treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me’” (Mark 10, 17-21).

Pope Francis, in one of his recent Wednesday 
audience’s, began his introduction to his cat-
echesis on the Ten Commandments with these 
words of the Gospel passage:

“The encounter between Jesus and a man, he 
is a young man, who, on his knees, asks Jesus 
how he can inherit eternal life. And, in that 

question is the challenge of every life, ours too: 
the desire for a full, infinite life. What must we 
do to achieve it? What path must we take?

How many young people try to ‘live’ and 
destroy themselves by following things that are 
fleeting? … Some think that it would be better 
to extinguish this impulse, the impulse to live, 
because it is dangerous. 

I would like to say, especially to young peo-
ple: our worst enemy is not practical problems, 
no matter how serious and dramatic: life’s 
greatest danger is a poor spirit of adaptation 
that is neither meekness nor humility, but me-
diocrity, cowardice. 

Is a mediocre young person a youth with a 
future or not? No! He or she remains there; will 
not grow; will not have success. Mediocrity or 
cowardice. Those young people who are afraid 
of everything: ‘No, this is how I am.’ These 
young people will not move forward. Meekness, 
strength, and not cowardice, not mediocrity.”

The young man in the Gospel passage lived 
the Commandments faithfully. He was a good 
man. He was a man who followed the paths of 
greater freedom and love that we know as the 
Ten Commandments.

Then, he was hungry for more! He wanted 
to know “What’s next?” He loved God above all 
things and he wanted to know “What’s next?” 
He was faithful to God’s commands and he 

wanted 
to know 
“What’s 
next?” 
He was 
kneeling 
before 
the “Good 
Teacher,” 
hungry for 
the infinite, hungry for eternity, and he asked, 
“What’s next?”

Jesus looked at him. Jesus saw his hun-
ger. Jesus loved him so, and he answered 
and showed him the “next step.” The only way 
to step toward eternity, the only way to step 
toward the infinite is by letting go of what 
is temporal and finite. This step only can be 
taken with a heart filled with love, a free heart, 
detached from everyone and everything but 
God himself.

This takes meekness and strength. A heart 
filled with cowardice and mediocrity cannot 
grow. 

The Ten Commandments are a great starting 
point, but that is all. As we mature in love and 
freedom, God will ask more. The love and pas-
sion for God that grows as we faithfully obey 
these commands to love, free us to reach for 
the infinite and eternal. If we choose to grow.

Satiating our desire for a full and infinite life

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT JACK AND MARYCAROL PAGE:  405-443-3541 
EMAIL OKC@RETROUVAILLE.ORG OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  

HELPOURMARRIAGE.COM 

  
ANNOUNCING AN UPCOMING RETROUVAILLE 

PROGRAM FOR COUPLES 

SEPTEMBER 7-9, 2018 
CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTER 

Matrimony: A calling to forgive!
“Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and instills in us the courage to look 

to the future with hope.”

Retrouvaille offers a welcoming and loving space to couples who have been living with the 
misery of a failing marriage. Retrouvaille offers hope: hope that it is not too late, hope of a 

different and better marriage. Retrouvaille helps couples to show each other mercy through 
the opportunities it provides to listen, to forgive, to be reconciled and to move into their futures 

believing that God loves them and with His help and their efforts, their marriages can be 
healed and restored. Retrouvaille provides help for marriage problems/difficulties/crises.

 

Idea of a Village
By Ted King 

The Sooner Catholic



Nota de la Editora: Debido a la importancia de la carta y su 
tema, el Arzobispo Coakley ha pedido que el periódico la vuelva a 
imprimir en letra grande y en español. La carta originalmente se 
lanzó el 30 de julio y se puede encontrar en línea en www.archokc.
org.

Mis queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo,

Los frutos amargos de la revolución sexual siguen causando 
estragos en la sociedad humana, la familia y la Iglesia. 
Hace cincuenta años, el Beato Pablo VI advirtió en su 
encíclica profética, Humanae Vitae, de las desastro-
sas consecuencias de separar la intimidad sexu-
al de la fertilidad y su lugar divinamente orde-
nado dentro de la santidad del matrimonio. 
Advirtió sobre una creciente falta de respeto 
hacia las mujeres, el aumento de la infideli-
dad marital y una disminución general de la 
moral en la sociedad.

Tal vez ni siquiera el Beato Pablo VI previó el 
fruto amargo que hemos tenido que enfrentar 
en la Iglesia Católica y en la sociedad debi-
do al flagelo del abuso sexual de menores 
y jóvenes. Este rechazo horrible, incluso 
diabólico, del plan de Dios para la dignidad 
humana y la sexualidad ha causado un daño 
incalculable. Es aún más atroz cuando estos 
crímenes son perpetrados por miembros del clero 
y aquellos en puestos de confianza. Estos son al-
gunos de los frutos más amargos del pecado.

En el 2002, los obispos de los Estados Unidos se reunieron 
para abordar el flagelo del abuso sexual de menores cometido 
por el clero. Reunidos en Dallas, los obispos elaboraron y apro-
baron la Carta para la Protección de Niños y Jóvenes. La Carta 
establece un marco para educar, monitorear y reportar el abuso 
cometido por el clero. Es un compromiso de mayor supervisión, 
rendición de cuentas y transparencia en el tratamiento de estos 
delitos. Es un paso en la dirección correcta.

El reciente reconocimiento de acusaciones creíbles de abuso 
cometido por el Cardenal Theodore McCarrick ha sido un golpe 
más doloroso para todo el pueblo de Dios. Las acusaciones in-
cluyen el abuso de un menor hace unos cincuenta años y abuso 

contra seminaristas, lo que llevó a 
acuerdos monetarios años más tarde. 
Desde entonces, se ha prohibido al 
arzobispo McCarrick ejercer cualquier 
ministerio público, se le ha instado a 
abrazar una vida de oración y peniten-
cia mientras espera un juicio canóni-
co, y ha sido removido del Colegio de 
Cardenales.

¿Cómo pudieron estas acusaciones permanecer bajo el radar 
por tanto tiempo? Parece que muchos escucharon ru-
mores de su supuesto comportamiento criminal y pe-

caminoso. Parte del problema es una brecha en la 
Carta misma. La Carta no proporciona medios 

claros para responder a las denuncias de abu-
so cometidas por los obispos. Esta brecha ha 
contribuido a la erosión de la confianza en 
el liderazgo episcopal por parte de los sacer-

dotes, diáconos y fieles laicos. Reparar este 
vacío creando los mismos estándares y expectati-
vas para todos, incluidos los obispos, contribuirá 
en gran medida a restablecer esa confianza.

En una carta del 24 de julio al Cardenal 
DiNardo, presidente de la Conferencia de 
Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos, 
destaqué esta preocupación y mi esperanza 

de que la próxima reunión del Comité Admin-
istrativo en septiembre se abordaría esta crisis 

de confianza y estas deficiencias de una manera 
clara y sólida.
Si bien los cambios de procedimiento y canónicos 

pueden ser necesarios, no serán suficientes. Lo que se necesita 
es un arrepentimiento humilde y una conversión continua para 
todos los que estamos en posiciones de liderazgo en la Iglesia de 
Dios. ¡Beato Stanley Rother, ruega por nosotros!

Atentamente en Cristo, 

Reverendísimo Paul S. Coakley
Arzobispo de Oklahoma City
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Carta del Arzobispo Coakley a los fieles

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Retiro del Viñedo de Raquel en 
Español

El Viñedo de Raquel es una 
oportunidad extraordinaria para 
cualquier persona (hombres, 
mujeres, familiares o amistades) 
que lucha con dolor emocional 
y espiritual del aborto. Nov. 2-4. 
El retiro del Viñedo de Raquel 
es un retiro de fin de semana y 
es un proceso único y efectivo 
diseñado específicamente para 
ayudarle a sentir la misericordia 
y compasión de Dios.  Este proce-
so es una magnifica oportunidad 
para ayudarles a los que luchan 
con perdonarse a sí mismos o a 
otros.  ¡El fin de semana ayudará 
que su alma encuentre una voz, y 
transforme el dolor del pasado en 
esperanza!  Para más información 
comuníquese con la Oficina de 
Ministerio Matrimonial y Vida Fa-
miliar al (405) 709-2708 o mande 
un mensaje a aromero@archokc.
org. No habrá costo para asistir a 
este retiro pero su preinscripción 
es requerida. Todas las consultas 
son estrictamente confidenciales.a

Jóvenes en contra del aborto celebran en Buenos Aires, Argentina, el 9 de agosto después de que legisla-
dores votaron en contra de una ley que hubiese legalizado el aborto. El senado argentino votó en contra 
del proyecto legislativo que hubiese legalizado el aborto durante las primeras 14 semanas de embarazo. 
Foto CNS-Agustín Marcarian, Reuters.

“Jesús estaba a punto de partir, cuando un 
hombre corrió a su encuentro, se arrodilló 
delante de él y le preguntó: Maestro bueno, 
¿qué tengo que hacer para conseguir la vida 
eterna?  Jesús le dijo: ‘¿Por qué me llamas 

bueno? Nadie 
es bueno, sino 
sólo Dios. Ya 
conoces los 
mandamien-
tos: No mates, 
no cometas 
adulterio, no 
robes, no digas 
cosas falsas de 
tu hermano, no 

seas injusto, honra a tu padre y a tu madre.’  
El hombre le contestó: ‘Maestro, todo eso lo 
he practicado desde muy joven.’  Jesús fijó su 
mirada en él, le tomó cariño y le dijo: ‘Sólo te 
falta una cosa: vete, vende todo lo que tienes 
y reparte el dinero entre los pobres, y tendrás 
un tesoro en el Cielo. Después, ven y sígueme’” 
(Marcos 10, 17-21).

El Papa Francisco, en una de sus recientes 
Audiencias de los Miércoles, comenzó su intro-
ducción a su catequesis sobre los Diez Man-
damientos con estas palabras sobre el pasaje 
del Evangelio:

“El encuentro entre Jesús y un hombre, es 
un joven, que, arrodillado, le pregunta cómo 

poder heredar la vida eterna. Y en aquella 
pregunta está el desafío de cada existencia, 
también el nuestro: el deseo de una vida plena, 
infinita. Pero, ¿cómo hacer para llegar? ¿Qué 
sendero recorrer?… 

¿Cuántos jóvenes buscan ‘vivir’ y después se 
destruyen yendo tras cosas efímeras? Algunos 
piensan que es mejor apagar este impulso, el 
impulso de vivir, porque es peligroso. Quisiera 
decir, especialmente a los jóvenes: nuestro peor 
enemigo no son los problemas concretos, por 
serios y dramáticos que sean: el peligro más 
grande de la vida es un mal espíritu de adapta-
ción que no es mansedumbre o humildad, sino 
mediocridad, algo pusilánime. 

¿Un joven mediocre es un joven con futuro 
o no? ¡No! Permanece allí, no crece, no ten-
drá éxito. La mediocridad o la pusilanimidad. 
Aquellos jóvenes que tienen miedo de todo: ‘No, 
es que yo soy así’. Estos jóvenes no irán ad-
elante. Mansedumbre, fuerza y nada de pusila-
nimidad, nada de mediocridad.” 

El joven en el pasaje del Evangelio vivió los 
Mandamientos fielmente. Él fue un buen hom-
bre. Fue un hombre que siguió los senderos de 
mayor libertad y amor que conocemos como los 
Diez Mandamientos.

Entonces, este joven nos deja ver que ¡tenía 
hambre de algo más! Quería saber “¿Cuál es 
el próximo paso?”. Amaba a Dios sobre todas 
las cosas y quería saber “¿Cuál es el próximo 

paso?”. 
Fue fiel 
a los 
mandatos 
de Dios 
y quería 
saber 
“¿Cuál es 
el próx-
imo paso?” Estaba arrodillado ante el Buen 
Maestro, con “el deseo de una vida plena, in-
finita”, y preguntó: “¿Cuál es el próximo paso?”. 

Jesús lo miró. Jesús vio su hambre. Jesús lo 
amaba, y él respondió y le mostró “el próximo 
paso”.  La única manera de caminar hacia la 
eternidad, la única manera de caminar hacia 
el infinito es dejando ir lo temporal y lo finito. 
Este paso solo puede tomarse con un corazón 
lleno de amor, un corazón libre, separado de 
todos y de todo excepto Dios mismo.

Esto requiere mansedumbre y fortaleza. Un 
corazón lleno de cobardía y mediocridad no 
puede crecer.

Los Diez Mandamientos son un gran pun-
to de partida, pero eso es todo. A medida que 
maduremos en el amor y la libertad, Dios nos 
pedirá más. El amor y la pasión por Dios que 
crece a medida que obedezcamos fielmente 
estos mandatos para amar, nos liberan para 
alcanzar lo infinito y eterno. Si elegimos crecer.
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Los caminos de una mayor libertad deberían 
conducir a un amor mayor
Saciando nuestro deseo de una vida plena e infinita

Ecos
de 

CristO

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

Juez bloquea deportación activa para 
solicitantes de asilo

Por Rhina Guidos  
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON -- Un juez federal 
ordenó el 9 de agosto el regreso 
inmediato a Estados Unidos de 
dos salvadoreñas, madre e hija, 
que solicitaban asilo y fueron 
deportadas sin aviso previo de 
Texas hacia su país de origen.

La deportación ocurrió mien-
tras el juez consideraba una 
demanda en contra de la políti-
ca de la administración Trump 
que bloquea acceso a solicitar 
asilo para extranjeros que 
expresan temor por la violencia 
doméstica o de pandillas.

El juez de distrito federal 
Emmet G. Sullivan amenazó 
con desacato al secretario de 
justicia de Estados Unidos, Jeff 
Sessions, si no regresaba a la 
madre y la hija al país. El go-
bierno las había mandado un 
avión en rumbo a El Salvador. 
Aunque el avión en que ellas 
iban aterrizó en El Salvador, 
“en cumplimiento de la orden 
judicial, al llegar a El Salvador 
las demandantes no desem-
barcaron y fueron prontamente 
devueltas a Estados Unidos”, 
dijo el Departamento de Seguridad 
Nacional de Estados Unidos tarde 
el 9 de agosto.

La mujer y su hija son parte de 
aproximadamente una docena de 

demandantes representadas por 
la Unión Americana de Libertades 
Civiles (ACLU) demandando lo 
que ellos dicen que es una evis-
ceración de “protecciones de asilo 

para inmigrantes que huyen de la 
violencia doméstica y la brutalidad 
pandillera”.

El caso Grace v. Sessions, 
presentado en la corte federal de 

Washington el 7 de agosto, deman-
da lo que la ACLU dice que son 
nuevas reglas de “remoción expe-
dita” de Sessions que instruyen a 
los funcionarios de asilo a denegar 

“generalmente” las solicitudes de 
asilo basadas en miedo a la violen-
cia de pandillas o abuso domésti-
co. 

Sessions dijo en una decisión 

del 11 de junio que el miedo a la 
violencia pandillera y al abuso 
doméstico en otro país no son bas-
es para solicitar asilo. 

“El estatuto de asilo no propor-
ciona una solución a esa 
mala fortuna”, dice la de-
cisión de Sessions.

La mujer envuelta en el 
caso, quien regresó con su 
hija a Texas el mismo día 
que fueron deportadas, en 
su solicitud dijo que le temía 
a la violencia de pandillas y 
al abuso doméstico si re-
gresaba a El Salvador. La 
ACLU dijo en la demanda 
que la mujer, identificada 
como Carmen, fue durante 
años abusada por su esposo, 
incluso fue violada sexual-
mente. Ella también dijo 
que enfrentaba extorsión 
por parte de pandillas en El 
Salvador.

El periódico norteameri-
cano The Washington Post 
informó el 9 de agosto que 
cuando el juez escuchó que 
las dos implicadas en el 
caso habían sido deporta-
das dijo que era “bastante 
indignante”, que alguien que 

buscaba justicia en una corte de 
Estados Unidos hubiera sido de-
saparecida mientras sus abogados 
estaban argumentando a favor de 
justicia.
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Briefs
Join the pastoral letter prayer 
team

Join the prayer team to pray for 
the upcoming pastoral letter and 
the future plans of the archdio-
cese, text Prayer2018 to 84576 or 
go to https://app.flocknote.com/
archokc/2018Intercessory.

Rother Heritage Gallery 
The Heritage Gallery at the 

Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, presents 
“The Shepherd Cannot Run: A Ret-
rospective on the Life of Blessed 
Stanley Rother.” The free exhibit is 
open 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday. Special tours arranged 
by calling (405) 721-5651, Ext. 
141.

FOCCUS training
The FOCCUS Pre-Marriage 

Inventory is a comprehensive, 
user-friendly tool for clergy, lay 
couples or professionals who help 
prepare couples for marriage. It 
helps engaged couples appreciate 
their unique relationship, learn 
more about themselves and dis-
cuss topics important to their 
lifelong marriage by Facilitating 
Open Couple Communication Un-
derstanding and Study. The next 
FOCCUS training will be 8 a.m. 
Aug. 18 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 Northwest Express-
way. Cost for manual $50. Register 
at www.foccusinc.com. Contact 
Susan Givens at (405) 657-2211 or 
the Office of Marriage and Family 
Life Ministry at (405) 721-8944. 

Bingo at St. James
Bingo at St. James, 41st and S. 

McKinley, Aug. 23. $10 all games. 
Door prizes, food at 5:45 p.m., 
Bingo 6:30 p.m. Players receive 
ticket for 50” TV for October 
drawing. Proceeds for charitable 
services.

Bishop McGuinness alumni 
trivia night

The 12th annual trivia night is 
Aug. 25 in the Bishop McGuinness 
commons. Registration 5:30 p.m., 
dinner 6 p.m., questions begin 7 
p.m. Individual tickets $25, $250 
for table of 10. Dinner included; 
cash bar available. VIP tables 
$350. To reserve a VIP table, con-
tact Carly Tribbey at bmchstriv-
ia@gmail.com or (405) 761-0997. 
Open to the public. Guests must 
be 21 or older to attend. Register 
at www.bmchs.org or contact Carly 
Tribbey at bmchstrivia@gmail.com. 

Catholic Charities annual Mass, 
luncheon

Catholic Charities of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City invites 
parishioners to celebrate the works 
of Catholic Charities at 11:30 a.m. 
on Aug. 30. Hosted by St. Teresa 
of Avila, 1576 N. Tim Holt Dr. in 
Harrah. Mass celebrated by Arch-
bishop Coakley. Awards presenta-
tion and lunch in parish hall will 
follow. RSVP for lunch at (405) 
526-2308.

Retreat in Daily Life 
To learn how to pray in-the-

midst of daily life and to live more 

mindful of God’s love, care and 
guidance, consider the Retreat in 
Daily Life. Call with questions or to 
register July 1 – Aug. 31:  Nancy 
Vargas at (405) 760-4640 or Dan-
na Schweitzer at (405) 263-4472. 
The Retreat in Daily Life is a min-
istry of the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City. Visit ridlarchokc.org.

Retrouvaille 
Retrouvaille helps spouses 

uncover or re-awaken the love, 
trust and commitment that origi-
nally brought them together. The 
program is highly successful in 
saving hurting marriages, even 
bringing reconciliation to couples 
who already have separated or 
divorced. The next weekend pro-
gram is Sept. 7-9 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway. To register, call (405) 
443-3541 or visit www.HelpOur-
Marriage.com.   

National Day of Remembrance 
for Aborted Children

The day of remembrance event 
in Oklahoma will be celebrated at 
9 a.m. Mass Sept. 8 at St. Greg-
ory’s Abbey Chapel, Shawnee. A 
Rosary procession will follow, then 
remarks and blessing of wreaths 
placed at various burial sites.

RCIA - OKC
St. Joseph Old Cathedral will 

begin adult RCIA classes Sept. 9. 
Anyone interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith or would 
like to come back to the faith, con-
tact (405) 235-4565.  

Surviving Divorce 
The Surviving Divorce program 

offers hope, healing and commu-
nity to those who have experi-
enced the pain and loneliness of 
a broken marriage. This 14-week 
program is for the newly separat-
ed and divorced and those still 
struggling with issues many years 
later. It will help them answer 
their questions, restore hope and 
begin authentic healing. Class-
es begin Sept.10 and will meet 7 
p.m. – 9 p.m. each Monday at St. 
John, 900 S. Littler Ave., Edmond. 
Contact Jason Zimdars at (405) 
474-7639 or survivingdivorce@
icloud.com.

A Mass of Remembrance
In memory of those lost to sui-

cide. Those who have experienced 
the loss of someone to suicide are 
invited to celebrate their loved 
one’s at a Mass of Remembrance 
at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 14 at St. Fran-
cis of Assisi, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC. 
Contact (405) 528-0485.

St. Gregory’s Days of Reflection
The monks of St. Gregory’s 

Abbey invite everyone to “Made 
in God’s Image; Called to Union 
with God” by Damian Whalen, 
O.S.B., on Sept. 22. Mass at 9 
a.m., midday prayer 11:30 a.m., 
11:45 a.m. lunch and 2 p.m. Holy 
Hour with confessions available. 

Closing session at 3 p.m. Cost 
$30, lunch included. Space limited 
to 40. Contact (405) 878-5656 or 
retreats@MonksOK.org.

Shawnee retreat trip
Depart from St. John, Edmond, 

at 8 a.m. Sept. 15, to St. Grego-
ry’s Abbey, Shawnee, for a Day of 
Reflection. After 9 a.m. Mass, Br. 
Damien Whalen, O.S.B., will speak 
about a practical approach to con-
templation during his talk “Made 
in God’s Image: Called to Union 
with God.” Participants attend 
midday prayer before lunch. An-
other session follows lunch with 
Eucharistic Adoration, then guided 
tour of the Mabee-Gerrer Muse-
um. Dinner follows at the Benedict 
Street Market. Return to Edmond 
at around 7:30 p.m. Cost $100/
pp. Call (405) 340-0691, Ext. 109. 

School of Lectio Divina
St. Joseph Monastery’s School 

of Lectio Divina will have a session 
Sept. 26-29. Trained instructors 
lead sessions on the practice of 
prayer taught by the early Church 
fathers and facilitate the incorpo-
ration of that deep prayer experi-
ence into one’s daily life. Contact 
Sr. Barbara at (918) 746-4209 or 
lectio@stjosephmonastery.org, or 
visit www.stjosephmonastery.org/
retreats. Limited number of rooms 
available at the monastery for 
overnight accommodations.

Oktoberfest
Holy Spirit, 1100 N. Sara Rd., 

Mustang, will host its fourth 
annual Oktoberfest and auction 
at 6 p.m. Sept. 29. Reservations 
$40. Variety of food, beer and wine 
available at this adults-only event. 
Entertainment includes games 
with prizes, music and a live and 
silent auction. All proceeds sup-
port the construction of the new 
church. For tickets, visit www.
holyspiritmustang.org or call (405) 
376-9435.

St. Benedict annual carnival
St. Benedict, 632 N. Kickapoo 

in Shawnee, invites everyone to 
attend their 2018 annual carni-
val 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. Oct. 6.  The 
Granny’s Attic Garage Sale and 
pancake breakfast begin at 8 a.m. 
There will be game booths, vendor 
booths, inflatables, bake sale, food 
booths and entertainment. Ac-
tivities for all ages. Contact (405) 
275-0001.  

Knights of Columbus Retreat
The Knights of Columbus Re-

treat open to all Catholics will be 
held Oct. 6 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, Oklahoma City. Fr. Lance 
Warren will speak about “What is 
Evil.” Cost $20 pp. Includes coffee, 
breakfast roles, snacks and lunch. 
Contact Michael Zink at (405) 314-
4120, Michael-the-j@cox.net. Make 
checks payable to Michael Zink, 
KofC, 14616 Collingwood Lane, 
Edmond 73013.

Both races will be officially timed. The 5K race is Certified and Sanctioned by USATF. This event will fund Desk Bicycles and Flexible Seating  options for our classrooms.

600 Garth Brooks Blvd.  •  Yukon, OK

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2018

ST. JOHN NEPOMUK CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Register: http://bit.ly/falcon5k  •  Questions? falcon5k@sjnok.org

Kids Crafts & Activities!
Post-Race Pancake Breakfast!

8:00am 1-Mile Fun Run  •  8:30am 5K Race
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August

Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m. at the abortion cen-
ter, 2453 Wilcox Dr., Norman. 
Contact Connie Lang, (405) 
249-1041.

Feast of St. Bernard.

Feast of St. Pius X.

Suicide grief support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. 
Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

Feast of the Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

Feast of St. Rose of Lima.

Jobs Box
Youth office administrative 
assistant

Christ the King in Oklahoma City 
is seeking a part-time administra-
tive assistant to assist the youth 
minister. Job requires strong skills 
in organization, planning and ex-
ecution of events, computer skills, 
social media and willingness to work 
with children ages 12-18. Some eve-
ning and weekends required. Candi-
dates must be practicing Catholics 
in good standing. Submit resume to 
Antonio Guzman at antonio@ckokc.
org. Contact (405) 242-4533.

Administrative assistant 
St. John in Edmond is seeking a 

full-time administrative assistant to 
work Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m. The position is responsible for 
answering/screening calls, greeting 
visitors, recording sacraments, de-
veloping ministry schedules, updat-
ing parishioner database and other 
office support functions. The ideal 
candidate will have prior parish 
office experience and be knowledge-
able of Parish Data System (PDS) 
software, and Microsoft products, 
especially Access and Excel. Submit 
resume to Amy Dennis at adennis@
stjohn-catholic.org.

Director of annual giving
Catholic Charities of the Archdio-

cese of Oklahoma City is seeking a 
director of annual giving who will di-
rect and oversee the annual appeal, 
planned giving and donor giving 

societies. Includes donor prospect 
management and stewardship as 
well as the development of materi-
als, mailing lists, printing, follow-up 
and targeted donor interaction. 
Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public relations, commu-
nication, business or related field; 
three years of experience in prospect 
management, annual gifts, planned 
giving or campaign management; 
bilingual in Spanish and English 
preferred; combination of education 
and experience considered. Send 
resume and cover letter to jriesen-
berg@ccaokc.org.

Marketing, development 
coordinator

Catholic Charities of the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a marketing and development 
coordinator who is responsible for 
assisting the community outreach 
function of Catholic Charities by 
providing effective and timely coor-
dination of all volunteer activities, 
ensuring all social media and web-
site properties of the organization 
are maintained and regularly up-
dated, and produce and distribute 
all press releases and media alerts. 
Bachelor’s degree and two years of 
marketing/fundraising experience. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
jriesenberg@ccaokc.org.

To see more job openings, go online 
to www.soonercatholic.org.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Bingo at St. James, 41st and 
S. McKinley. Food 5:45 p.m. 
Bingo 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
(405) 358-3610, ccrprayers@
gmail.com.

Feast of St. Bartholomew, 
Apostle.

Feast of St. Joseph Calasanz.

Feast of St. Louis.

Bishop McGuinness alum-
ni trivia night, 6 p.m. in the 
Bishop McGuinness commons. 

Register at www.bmchs.org.

Feast of St. Monica.

Feast of St. Augustine.

Feast of the Passion of St. 
John the Baptist.

Catholic Charities annual 
Mass, luncheon at 11:30 
a.m. hosted by St. Teresa of 
Avila, 1576 N. Tim Holt Dr. 
in Harrah. RSVP for lunch at 
(405) 526-2308.

Angels of Destiny fundrais-
er 6 p.m. – 9 p.m., National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma City. 

Tickets at www.deaconessa-
doption.org.
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World Day of Prayer for Cre-
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- 7:30 p.m. at Church of the 
Epiphany of the Lord chapel, 
Oklahoma City.

The Lay Missionaries of Chari-
ty, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass at 9:30 a.m.; 
meeting following. Contact 
Karen Banks, (405) 396-9086 
or Toni Harrelson, (405) 341-
2199.
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sister, Sister Marita Rother, A.S.C.  
“This evening we are not here to celebrate 

Father Rother’s death. We’re here for some-
thing much greater, something much more 
important. We’re here to celebrate his birth; 
his birth into heaven,” Archbishop Coakley 
said during his homily.

“The Church chose to raise him up and 
to honor him as a witness, as a model, as 
an example for veneration and to show us 
a real flesh and blood life lived in service to 
the Gospel and fidelity to Jesus Christ. We 
give praise and thank God for his life as we 
seek his intercession.”   

Blessed Stanley’s feast day will be cele-
brated each year throughout the Oklahoma 
City Province, which includes the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City, the Diocese of Tulsa 
and the Diocese of Little Rock. The Diocese 
of Sololá in Guatemala also received per-
mission to celebrate the feast day. Eventu-
ally, other dioceses in the United States and 
elsewhere may celebrate the day.

On July 28, 1981, Father Rother was 
murdered in his rectory at the Oklahoma 
mission in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala.    

Blessed Stanley’s body was returned to 
Oklahoma and is buried in a crypt in the 
chapel at Resurrection Memorial Ceme-
tery in Oklahoma City. His heart remained 
in Guatemala and is enshrined at Saint 
James. Eventually, Blessed Stanley will be 
buried in a new shrine and church being 
built at S.E. 89 and Interstate 35 in Okla-
homa City.

“We are so blessed to be the home parish 
of Blessed Stanley and his family. To share 

in this experience and honor such an amaz-
ing and humble man has been inspiring,” 
said Nancy 
Schudalla, 
administrative 
assistant for 
Holy Trinity. 
“While we have 
honored the 
anniversary of 
his martyrdom 
each year, this 
year’s cele-
bration was 
special. To see 
hundreds of 
parishioners 
and visitors 
come together to celebrate with our small 
community is a testament to the life and 
witness of Blessed Stanley.”

To learn more about Blessed Stanley and 
the upcoming shrine, go online to blessed-
stanleyrother.org.

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic.

all incoming Cristo Rey OKC 
students, introduced students 
to technical skills such as using 

office software and common office 
equipment, and practicing “soft 
skills” required by employers, 
including a proper handshake, 
interpersonal communication, 

responsible use of social media 
and workplace etiquette. Students 
received a standing ovation from 
attendees as they accepted and 
donned their new blazers and ties, 

officially becoming part 
of the Cristo Rey Class of 
2022. 

Later that day, Arch-
bishop Coakley blessed 
the chapel and celebrated 
the first Mass. He directed 
his homily to the 126 stu-
dents, discussing the im-
portance of education by 
retelling the parable of the 
sower. As Jesus preached 
about the need to plant 
seeds in good soil, he said, 
Cristo Rey OKC will be a 
productive and nourishing 
environment for each stu-
dent’s education to take 
root and for their spiritual 
and academic lives to grow 
and flourish.   

“You are being given an oppor-
tunity, with teachers, instructors 
and role models, who will help 
you to find that good soil and help 
you to flourish in that good soil 
to become all that your parents 
desire you to become, to become 
all that God wants you to become,” 
he said. 

Finally, Archbishop Coakley 
joined a large crowd of students, 
faculty and supporters – including 
John P. Foley, S.J., the founder of 
the national Cristo Rey network 
of schools – for a blessing and 
ribbon-cutting ceremony formally 
marking the school’s opening. 

Renee Porter, president and chief 
executive of Cristo Rey OKC, said 
it was an emotional moment for 
everyone involved. 

“This school has been years in 
the making. To the great credit of 
a number of community leaders – 
notably Archbishop Coakley, Judy 
Love and Gene Rainbolt – they 
realized the impact Cristo Rey’s 
transformative educational model 
could have on Oklahoma City-area 
students and sought to establish a 
school here,” Porter said. “And, the 
school could not function without 
support from the business com-
munity, which has embraced the 
work-study program. Already, we 
are seeing the impact: students 
excited and ready to work; proud 
parents and some of the best 
teachers in the region. It will be 
an exciting and wonderful school 
year.” 

For more information about Cris-
to Rey OKC, go online to 
cristoreyokc.org.
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Top: Archbish-
op Coakley 
celebrates Mass 
at Cristo Rey 
OKC.

Right: Renee 
Porter, Arch-
bishop Coakley 
and Fr. John 
Foley cut the 
ribbon officially 
opening Cristo 
Rey OKC. 
Photos Chris 
Porter/Sooner 
Catholic.
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Archbishop Coakley celebrates Mass in Okarche. Photos 
Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.Archbishop Coakley and Fr. MacAulay visit with 

parishioners from Guatemala.

Parishoners light candles at 
Holy Trinity. Photo Cara Koenig.


