
After serving at the chapel 
at Tinker Air Force Base 
for more than 39 years, 

Father Patrick McCool, O.S.B., 
retired June 3. The assignment, 
which started as “helping on 
weekends,” turned into a full 
ministry to help soldiers and 
their families. 

In 1979, Father McCool ac-
cepted the assignment at Tin-
ker to provide Mass at the base 
chapel. It soon grew into a full 

ministry to the Tinker commu-
nity as military chaplains were 
called to be with the troops away 
from the chapel, Father McCool 
said. 

Tinker AFB, located in Mid-
west City, is home to the 72nd 
Air Base Wing and the Oklaho-
ma City Air Logistics Complex. 
More than 27,000 military and 
civilian personnel are assigned 
to the base, and approximately 
45,000 dependents and retirees 
make use of services provided 
at Tinker. The chapel provides a 
wide range of services to persons 

of all faith backgrounds.
Although Father McCool 

served many years at the base, 
he was not part of the military 
chaplaincy corps. Rather, Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey holds a con-
tractual agreement with the U.S. 
Air Force to provide a Catholic 
priest to assist at the chapel, 
and Father McCool served as 
the monk assigned to fulfill this 
commitment. 

“Whenever the Catholic chap-
lain was there, we worked 
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Go Make Disciples

St. Mary 
Catholic School 
in Lawton draws 
families, higher 

enrollment

Stan Melby was happy and 
content in his previous job and 
never envisioned leaving for a new 
position. He soon realized God had 
a different plan.

The former principal in Lawton 
Public Schools said he was called 
to be the new principal of Saint 
Mary Catholic School.

“I am so fortunate that God’s 
plan has allowed me to move to 
this great environment without 
having to relocate away from my 
family in Lawton,” Melby said.

Principal Melby and Angela 
Sanders, the new parish and 
school director of development 
and communication, have com-
bined to market the school to the 
surrounding community with 
some great results.

The school has seen an increase 
in enrollment from 95 students to 
123 students this year.

Besides the marketing efforts, 
they said the “word of mouth” rep-
utation of the school has helped.

Saint Mary’s robotics team has 
a statewide reputation as being 
one of the best and its members 
are looking forward to hosting a 
competition in 2019 with teams 
from across the state. In addition, 
the school boasts a tremendous 
STREAM program and an excel-
lent archery team.

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 16

Jubilarian Dinner 2018 Photos 
Chris Porter

“Filled with the life of Christ”

Fr. Patrick McCool retires from Tinker

continued on page 16

BISHOP JUBILARIAN
40 Years
Most Rev. Eusebius J. 
Beltran

PRIEST JUBILARIANS
60 Years
Rev. Paul H. Gallatin
Rev. Daniel J. McCaffrey
 
50 Years
Rev. Thomas J. Boyer
 
25 Years
Rev. Timothy M. Fuller
Rev. John Peter 
Swaminathan
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

aVocations Day Retreat
will be 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Oct. 
13 in Guymon for men ages 
15-25. Contact (580) 338-
7212 or e-mail vicar+retreat@
panhandlecatholic.org.

a St. Ann Retirement 
Center is hosting a fall craft 
fair and open house 10 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. Oct. 17 at 7501 W. 
Britton Rd, OKC. More than 
40 vendors will be present 
for holiday shopping. Snacks 
provided; drawings for door 
prizes. and entertainment 
throughout the day. Contact 
(405) 721-0747.

a Save the Date: Oklahoma 
Catholic Women’s conference 
will be Feb. 23 at Embassy 
Suites in Norman. Visit www.
ocwconference.com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

The cascading reports of clergy abuse and coverups 
within our beloved Church have affected Catholics 
differently. It has caused righteous anger, visceral 
disgust as well as shame. 

Undoubtedly it has opened past wounds for many 
who have suffered the trauma of abuse at the hands 
of trusted pastoral leaders or others who should have 
been their protectors. It has not left any of us un-
moved. For those of us who lived through what one 
commentator called “the long Lent of 2002” it has 
been a déjà vu experience. Can we really be going 
through this again? It was in 2002 that what first 
seemed to be a local scandal in Boston exploded into 
a national and ultimately a global crisis for the Cath-
olic Church. 

Once the bishops of the United States became 
convinced of the scale of evil and harm that was be-
ing inflicted on so many children, young people and 
families through abuse committed by clergy, they 
authorized and enacted the Charter for the Protection 
of Children and Young People. 

They committed themselves to a series of measures 
for screening, training, monitoring and reporting that 
has been, in fact, remarkably successful in reducing 
dramatically the number of new abuse allegations 
involving the Catholic Church. That said, even one 
instance of abuse of one of God’s little ones is unac-
ceptable.

For many who have come of age in the Church 
since 2002 and did not live through the pain of that 
“long Lent,” the shock and disgust evoked by the re-
ports of the past few months are perhaps something 
new. I hope we never lose our ability to feel outrage at 
such reprehensible, sinful and criminal behavior. 

As your bishop, I want to speak on behalf of our 
priests and deacons to express our deep sorrow 
to everyone who has ever been affected by abuse 
themselves or through the abuse of a loved one at 
the hands of anyone associated with the Catholic 
Church, whether a member of the clergy or a lay 
person. 

I want to reassure you of our commitment to 
strengthen and uphold the highest moral and ethical 
standards that will promote safe environments within 
the Church, so that every person will be treated with 
respect and dignity as a beloved child of God. We are 
committed to repentance, reform, healing and jus-

tice. This commitment 
includes even greater 
measures of transparen-
cy and accountability.

As I have previously 
announced, we are in 
the process of conduct-
ing a review of priests’ 
files with the help of 
independent investi-
gators for the sake of 
transparency. I realize that the credibility of bishops 
and priests and the trust that you ought to be able 
to place in us has been shaken. My aim is to regain 
your trust. I am very proud of our priests. The sins 
and crimes of a few ought not to undermine the repu-
tation of all. But, the sins of these few members have, 
in fact, injured the whole body of Christ. 

We need to review our policies and procedures and 
strengthen them where necessary. But, we need more 
than that. We are engaged in a spiritual battle. We 
must employ spiritual weapons as well as these other 
tools to respond to this great challenge and to right 
these wrongs.

“Your opponent the devil is prowling like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, solid 
in your faith.” These words from 1Peter 5:8 are part of 
the Church’s Night Prayer in the Liturgy of the Hours. 
They are a call to vigilance. They are a call to arms. In 
confronting such threats, we have to employ spiritual 
weapons. “This kind can only be driven out by prayer 
and fasting” (Mk 9:29).

To more fully engage our spiritual resources, I am 
asking all parishes to include the Prayer to Saint 
Michael at each Mass to implore protection for the 
Church during this time of spiritual and pastoral 
crisis. I encourage the use of this prayer by all the 
faithful in their daily prayer even apart from Mass. 
Other specific forms of prayer for protection and/or 
reparation may be substituted or added to this.

In addition, I am asking all Catholics in the arch-
diocese to consider observing the first Friday of every 
month as a day of fasting and abstinence in repara-
tion for sins of abuse, involving the Catholic Church. 
The latter is not a mandate, but an invitation. 

Let us all join in prayer and fasting.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

A time for prayer and fasting

Embracing Father,
You grace each of us with 

equal measure in your love. 
Let us learn to love our 

neighbors more deeply,
so that we can create

peaceful and just 
communities.

Inspire us to use our 
creative energies

to build the structures we 
need to overcome the 
obstacles of intolerance 

and indifference.
May Jesus provide us the 

example needed
and send the Spirit to warm 
our hearts for the journey.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Oct. 2 – Blessing of Oklahoma Catholic Radio Espanól, 9 a.m., St. Paul, Del City
Oct. 2 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Oct. 3 – School Mass for Mount St. Mary Catholic High School, 10:30 a.m., Sacred Heart, OKC
Oct. 3 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine core team meeting, 1 p.m., CPC
Oct. 4 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Oct. 4 – Catholic Conference of Oklahoma Board conference call, 3 p.m.
Oct. 5 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., Sacred Heart School, OKC
Oct. 5 – Catholic Conference of Oklahoma annual board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Oct. 7 – 125th Anniversary Mass and celebration, 10:30 a.m., Holy Trinity, Okarche
Oct. 7 – Blessing of Family Life Center, 2:30 p.m., St. Francis of Assisi, OKC
Oct. 7 – Archbishop’s picnic for priests, religious, deacons, CPC staff, principals and board members, 5 p.m. 
Oct. 9 – Department directors meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Oct. 9 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Oct. 9 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Oct. 9 – Clergy Continuing Education Committee meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Oct. 10 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Sacred Heart School, El Reno
Oct. 11 – Mass, 9:30 a.m., Center of Family Love, Okarche
Oct. 11 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, Noon, CPC 
Oct. 11 – Senior staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Oct. 12 – Rite of Candidacy for deacon aspirants, 7 p.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Oct. 14 – Young adult Mass and cookout, 5 p.m. 
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USCCB statement on sex abuse scandals; 
actions to be taken

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops’ Ad-
ministrative Committee issued 
the following statement today in 
response to the recent sex abuse 
scandals. In the statement, the 
bishops said they pledge to “heal 
and protect with every bit of the 
strength God provides us.”

Turning to the Lord
When each of us was ordained 

as a bishop, we were told: “Keep 
watch over the whole flock in 
which the Holy Spirit has appoint-
ed you to shepherd the Church of 
God.”

 We, the administrative com-
mittee of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, assembled last 
week in Washington at this time of 
shame and sorrow. Some bishops, 
by their actions or their failures 
to act, have caused great harm to 
both individuals and the Church 
as a whole. They have used their 
authority and power to manipulate 
and sexually abuse others. They 
have allowed the fear of scandal to 
replace genuine concern and care 
for those who have been victimized 
by abusers. For this, we again ask 
forgiveness from both the Lord 
and those who have been harmed. 
Turning to the Lord for strength, 
we must and will do better. 

 The administrative committee 

took the following actions within 
its authority:

 1. Approved the establishment 
of a third-party reporting system 
that will receive confidentially, 
by phone and online, complaints 
of sexual abuse of minors by a 
bishop and sexual harassment of 
or sexual misconduct with adults 
by a bishop and will direct those 
complaints to the appropriate 
ecclesiastical authority and, as 
required by applicable law, to civil 
authorities;

 2. Instructed the USCCB com-
mittee on canonical affairs and 
church governance to develop 
proposals for policies addressing 
restrictions on bishops who were 
removed or resigned because of 
allegations of sexual abuse of 
minors or sexual harassment of or 
misconduct with adults, including 
seminarians and priests;

 3. Initiated the process of devel-
oping a Code of Conduct for bish-
ops regarding the sexual abuse of 
a minor; sexual harassment of or 
sexual misconduct with an adult; 
or negligence in the exercise of his 
office related to such cases;

 4. Supported a full investigation 
into the situation surrounding 
Archbishop McCarrick, including 
his alleged assaults on minors, 
priests and seminarians as well 

as any responses made to those 
allegations. Such an investigation 
should rely upon lay experts in 
relevant fields such as law enforce-
ment and social services.

This is only a beginning. Con-
sultation with a broad range of 
concerned parents, experts and 
other laity along with clergy and 
religious will yield additional, 
specific measures to be taken to 
repair the scandal and restore jus-
tice. We humbly welcome and are 
grateful for the assistance of the 
whole people of God in holding us 
accountable.  

As these initiatives get under-
way, the administrative committee 
invites each of our brother bishops 
to join us in acts of prayer and 
penance. This is a time of deep 
examination of conscience for each 
bishop. We cannot content our-
selves that our response to sexual 
assault within the Church has 
been sufficient. Scripture must be 
our guide forward, “be doers of the 
word and not hearers only” (James 
1:22).

In all of this, we do not want 
anyone – ourselves included – to 
lose sight of those who have suf-
fered from those who have act-
ed or failed to act as the Gospel 
demanded. For survivors of sexual 
abuse, these days may re-open 

deep wounds. Support is avail-
able from the Church and within 
the community. Victim assistance 
coordinators are available in every 
diocese to help find resources. We 
are grateful to hundreds of dedi-
cated people who, since the adop-
tion of the 2002 Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young 
People, have been working with 
the Church to support survivors 
and prevent future abuse. 

To anyone who has been abused, 
never hesitate to contact local law 
enforcement. If you don’t feel com-
fortable for any reason with the 
Church providing help, your dio-
cese can connect you with appro-
priate community services. With 
compassion and without judge-
ment, the bishops of the United 
States pledge to heal and protect 
with every bit of the strength God 
provides us. 

Acting in communion with the 
Holy Father, with whom we once 
again renew our love, obedience 
and loyalty, we make our own the 
prayer of Pope Francis in his Au-
gust 20 letter to the people of God, 
“May the Holy Spirit grant us the 
grace of conversion and the inte-
rior anointing needed to express 
before these crimes of abuse our 
compunction and our resolve cou-
rageously to combat them.”

Mass of Remembrance

The Knights of Columbus and the Holy Innocents Foundation joined 
St. Gregory’s Abbey to recognize the National Day of Remembrance for 
Aborted Children on Sept. 8. Fr. Price Oswalt celebrated Mass in the 
Abbey Church. After Mass, the congregation processed to the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe for the blessing of the wreathes. The Knights took 
the wreathes of flowers to various locations around Oklahoma where the 
remains of aborted children are buried. Photos Steve Gust/Sooner Catho-
lic and Br. George Hubl, O.S.B.



Women who find themselves in a crisis pregnancy 
have resources within the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City that can help with what can be a difficult and 
confusing time. 

These resources exist not only to provide care for 
the unborn child, but also to empower women with 
the resources, skills, support and confidence needed 
to improve their lives.

Studies from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention indicate crisis pregnancies can lead to 
a delayed start of prenatal care, increased risk of pre-
mature birth and increased risk of violence against 
the mother. Almost all induced abortions, according 
to the CDC, are a result of 
an unintended, or crisis 
pregnancy. 

Women facing crisis preg-
nancies within the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City are 
not alone. 

Catholic Charities, Project 
Gabriel and Birth Choice 
Inc. of Oklahoma, work in 
tandem to provide help and 
hope for the duration of a 
woman’s pregnancy and be-
yond. 

During 
a crisis 
pregnan-
cy women 
may find 
themselves 
asking questions like where will they live? Do they 
want to place their baby for adoption? How will they 
support themselves and the baby financially? Can 
they continue their education during and after preg-
nancy? 

Aime Ryan, director of social work for Catholic 
Charities for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, is on 
the frontlines with mothers in crisis pregnancy situa-
tions. 

“This is not a business for us,” Ryan said. “This is a 
ministry.” 

Defining a crisis pregnancy is important to under-
standing the true needs of women and their families. 
For instance, did the pregnancy cause the crisis or 
was there an existing crisis and the woman happens 
to be pregnant. These are two different scenarios that 
require different approaches. 

Ryan said women who find themselves pregnant 
and with several different issues may question wheth-
er they have the resources they need or if they are 
even capable of parenting at that time in life. 

“A woman may come in and want to talk about an 

adoption plan. When the volunteer asks them what’s 
going on, they say they can’t parent because they 
don’t have a car seat.” 

Ryan said 
the average 
woman seek-
ing help is 
age 18-30, 
almost always 
unmarried 
and often with 
either a diffi-
cult or abusive 
relationship 
or drugs and alcohol are involved. However, crisis 
pregnancy can affect any woman, regardless of age or 
socio-economic status. 

To reach women within communities, Project Ga-
briel was created. Project Gabriel is a parish-based 

ministry 
supported 
by Catho-
lic Char-
ities. It is 
a confi-
dential, 

compassionate ministry that helps women struggling 
with unplanned pregnancies. 

Project Gabriel offers trained mentors who engage 
with and assist women in need of resources, sup-
plies, and emotional and spiritual support.

“We would love to see Project Gabriels in more 
parishes within the archdiocese,” Ryan said.

In addition, Birth Choice of Oklahoma Inc. is a 
service agency existing solely to assist pregnant 
women. They provide women practical assistance 

to help them realize their worth and that of their un-
born child. 

Birth Choice provides ultrasound testing as well 
as an array of services and resources for the mother 
and child. Birth Choice also offers Rose Home, one 
of Oklahoma’s only shelters for pregnant women and 
their children.   

“Women continue to need our services regardless of 
the status of the abortion issues,” said Barbara Chis-
hko, executive director of Birth Choice. 

“The stories remain the same, only the names 
change. Over the past 45 years, we have seen and 
heard unbelievable stories of faith, strength, perse-
verance, courage and tenacity. We have witnessed 
miracles with the women and the volunteers. We have 
become a family of love and support for our mothers 
and their children. We always are amazed at the he-
roic action they take for life. 

For it is a not question of when life begins, it is a 
question of when love begins. We are here for you.”

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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“We are here for you”

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Providing hope, empowerment for Oklahoma women, babies

The Parish Guild at St. Ben-
edict in Shawnee held their 
annual Silver Tea Luncheon 
Sept. 4. Members attending 
included, from left, Lavonne 
Vail, Mary Lee Streller, Jan-
ice Cooper, Gail Topping, 
Phyllis Koehler and Carol 
King. Photo provided. 

Find pregnancy resources 
and caring help at:

www.projectgabrielok.org
www.birthchoice.org 

catholiccharitiesok.org
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His uncle mentioned the 
Tekakwitha Conference 
a few years ago as some-

thing to “check out,” but Robert 
Barbry II never thought it would 
be his “next step” in ministry. 

Now, three years later, Barbry is 
the new executive director of the 
Tekakwitha Conference. 

“Being introduced to the Tekak-
witha Conference was such a 
blessing,” Barbry said. “For the 
first time, I began to see how my 
identity as a person of indigenous 
heritage could be integrated with-
out compromise with the Catholic 
faith I live and believe.”

The Tekakwitha Conference is 
“the voice, presence and identity 
of Indigenous Catholics of North 
America under the protection and 
inspiration of Saint Kateri Tekak-
witha.” 

Members strive to “affirm pride 
in their cultures and spiritual 
traditions, advocate for peace and 
justice in indigenous communities; 
nurture the relationship between 

indigenous people and the Catho-
lic Church and empower Catholic 
indigenous people to be leaders 
within their communities and 
church.” 

Barbry, of the Tunica-Biloxi 
Tribe of Louisiana, has a back-
ground in youth ministry, both in 
parish and diocesan settings. His 
master’s degree in catechetics and 
evangelization is from the Francis-
can University of Steubenville. 

He almost passed up the oppor-
tunity to work for the conference, 
but the idea began to gnaw at him. 
After some time, the job was still 
posted, so he applied. 

“In prayer, I began to ask God 
if this was it – if this was where 
He wanted me,” Barbry said. 
“Adding my name to the list of 
applicants was more an act of 
obedience than anything. Through 
a vetting process that spanned 
nearly two months, I finally got the 
call.”

Barbry said, after Saint Kat-
eri Tekakwitha was canonized in 
2012, many people believed the 
work of the Tekakwitha Confer-
ence accomplished its goal. He 

said the canonization was certain-
ly a milestone, but the work of the 
conference remains.

“Saint Kateri Tekakwitha is the 
epitome of what it means to be 
countercultural, and to seek holi-

ness unapologetically in the face of 
great adversity. Today, this con-
ference continues as a beacon of 
Saint Kateri’s life. We are an or

By Dana Attocknie 
The Sooner Catholic

Work of St. Kateri continues with new 
executive director  

continued on page 11

Participants gather for the All Nations Grand Entry at the annual Tekakwitha 
Conference in July in Tacoma, Wash. Photo provided.

Oklahoma’s St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Spiritual Center builds faith, tradition

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
established the Saint Kateri Tekak-
witha Spiritual Center of 

Oklahoma in 2017. The director is 
Deacon Roy Callison, coordinator for 
American Indian Catholic Outreach 
for the archdiocese. 

The spiritual center was briefly 
housed at Saint Gregory’s University 
in Shawnee. After Saint Gregory’s 
closed, Father Joseph Schwarz at 
Saint Benedict in Shawnee provided 
space for the center at the church.

“We very much appreciate his gen-
erosity,” Callison said. “However, the 
center really needs a building of its 
own to function at its full potential. 
While the center was operating at 
Saint Gregory’s, it was having a great 
impact on both students and faculty.” 

Callison, Cherokee, and his wife 
Susan, Choctaw, lead the AICO office 
and the Saint Kateri center for the 
archdiocese. They began collecting 
Bibles written in different tribal languages 
to display at the spiritual center and hope 
to one day have a relic of Saint Kateri at the 
center.

“Susan and I envision a center with a small 
chapel where the Mass can 
be celebrated with Amer-

ican Indian 
spirituality 
and where 
we can pro-

vide an opportunity for adoration,” Callison 
said. “Anything that can be done to draw 
American Indian people to a place where 
Catholicism is promoted would be a tremen-
dous help in our evangelization efforts.”

Deacon and Susan Callison attended the 
2018 Tekakwitha Conference in Tacoma, 
Wash., this summer and came back to Okla-
homa rejuvenated. 

“When Susan and I return from a confer-
ence, we can’t wait to begin our powwow 
ministry again,” Callison said. “The beauty of 
it is our rejuvenation is contagious.”

Their powwow ministry takes them to 
powwows throughout the archdiocese where 
they set up a table to provide books about 

the Catholic faith, pamphlets about different 
programs, and provide rosaries. 

They also answer questions and partici-
pate in the powwow. Overall, they provide an 
example of how the Catholic faith and Amer-

ican Indian spirituality can be equally 
combined. 

In 2017, Bishop David Konderla 
invited them to expand their ministry 
to the Diocese of Tulsa. For the past 
two years, AICO has held a Prayer in 
the Four Directions conference, which 
brought in nationally-known speakers 
on American Indian Catholics. 

“Susan and I want to thank Arch-
bishop Coakley for establishing Amer-
ican Indian Catholic Outreach more 
than four years ago. In the short time 
that the outreach has been active, 
through the grace of God, we feel we 
have made great strides in evangeliz-
ing and sometimes re-evangelizing our 
American Indian brothers and sisters,” 
Callison said. “We have heard from 
people at the powwows that either they 
have returned to the Catholic faith or 

a friend or loved one has. What a blessing! 
Please keep the office of American Indian 
Catholic Outreach in your prayers.”

For more information about AICO and 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Spiritual Center of 
Oklahoma, contact Deacon Roy Callison at 
(918) 822-3255 or RCallison@ArchOKC.org, 
or go online to archokc.org/american-indi-
an-catholic-outreach.

Dana Attocknie is managing editor for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Dana Attocknie 
The Sooner Catholic

The Most Reverend Gary Gordon, Bishop of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Victoria, prays for Deacon Roy and Susan Callison 
and the American Indian Catholic Outreach at the 2018 Tekak-
witha Conference in Tacoma, Wash. Photo provided. 



Jennifer Sharpe’s faith journey 
has been nothing short of remark-
able, including the publication of 
three illustrated books meant to 
teach young children the symbols 
and significance of their Catholic 
faith.

After coming 
into the Cath-
olic Church 
at Saint John 
in Edmond at 
Easter 2017, 
she felt a call-
ing. The mother 
of five – who ho-
meschools her 
children (ages 
3 to 13) – had a 
new mission to 
produce Mass 
and prayer 
guides for chil-
dren.

“I just was 
compelled to 
write. I couldn’t 
sleep,” she said. “Sometimes we 
assume our children learn about 

faith through osmosis and coming 
with us to Mass.”  

Her latest book entitled, “The 
Mass Book for Catholic Children,” 
is for children ages 7 to 12. The 
guide is informational for young-
sters and interactive. Among its 
features, is a checklist for getting 
ready for Mass, and a space to 

draw what they 
hear during 
the Gospel. The 
guide is good for 
62 Masses.

Her compan-
ion book, “My 
First Interactive 
Mass Book for 
Catholic Kids,” 
is for kids ages 
3 to 7. It also 
takes little ones 
through the 
various stag-
es of a Mass, 
including 
“Profession of 
Faith,” and 
“The Lord’s 

Prayer.”
“Instead of sitting restless or 

playing with a toy car, they can 

follow along with the book,” she 
explained.

A third book, “Come, Let Us 
Adore,” is for ages 8 to 13. During 
adoration, children can write what 
they’re thankful for, what they’re 
repentant for and what they worry 
about that they can give to God.

Sharpe and her husband, Ray-
mond, were devout Protestants liv-
ing in Jones and regularly attend-
ing services. Married for 16 years, 
Sharpe became curious about the 
Eucharist. 

“We sat in the back of Saint 
John’s once observing,” she re-
called. As soon as she saw the 
congregation going to receive 
Holy Communion, her heart was 
touched, and she realized there 
was only one solution.

“I knew then I would become 
Catholic,” she said. “I fell in love 
with Jesus and the Eucharist. The 
first time in adoration I was kneel-
ing and crying.” 

Saint John’s Deacon George But-
terfield marvels at what she’s done 
since coming into the Church.

“She and Raymond are authentic 
disciples of Christ,” he said. “She 
is one of the most creative people I 

have 
ever seen.”

In addition to her children’s 
faith books, the couple helps with 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) and baptism seminars.

Sharpe continues to embrace 
her decision to become Catholic al-
though there was a cost involved.

“After awhile we didn’t hear any 
longer from our former church 
friends,” she said. 

They went about making new 
friends at Saint John. 

She said her hope is the books 
will bring children closer to their 
faith. Some of the information in 
the pages will also help to re-edu-
cate their parents.

“The kids need to know about 
the faith.”

Steve Gust is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic. 
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Faith, fun and the Eucharist for children
By Steve Gust 

The Sooner Catholic

Edmond author pens children’s faith guides

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Father John Walch (known as Jack to friends 
and family) was one of the bright lights in the 
history of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Born in Oklahoma City on Jan. 14, 1918, he grad-
uated from John Carrol High School (The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help) and then received his 
degree from Loyola of Chicago where he simultane-
ously attended the Art Institute of Chicago. 

His life-long love of beauty and the arts would de-
fine his ministry. Ordained in June 1945, he served 
in various parishes as an assistant and later pastor. 
Fortunately, Bishop Reed recognized his talent and 
appointed him diocesan director of art. He started 
the Saint John Damascene Studio of Liturgical Art 
for the sole purpose of creating art for institutions in 
the Church.

More than 100 churches, chapels, convents and 
other worship spaces contain John Walch creations 
in a four-state area, not to mention Harvard, the 
Philbrook and the Oklahoma City Museum of Art. 

His crowning achievement however was the art in Saint Francis de Sales Chapel (at what 
is now the Catholic Pastoral Center) as well as the beautiful terrazzo designs throughout 
the building. Father Walch loved to relate the stories with a twinkle in his eye of his ongoing 
battles with Bishop McGuinness over how much marble to use or if there would be stained 
glass. He honestly stated that the bishop usually won. He also was responsible for the chapel 
at Resurrection Cemetery, which now houses the body of Blessed Stanley Rother. The angels 
atop the chapel continue to sound their clarion call. Many believe that his sculptures are his 
best efforts.

 During the 1960s and early 1970s, his work adorned the Catholic Church Extension Soci-
ety’s annual calendar as well as illustrations for the new Roman Missal. His painting of Saint 
Martin de Porres was on exhibit in the Vatican during the Holy Year of 1950. Father Walch 
was indeed prolific.

During his later years, he served as the director of the Mabee-Gerrer Museum in Shawnee and 
continued to create. His bronze plaque of Blessed Stanley Rother can be seen in the cathedrals 

of Oklahoma City and Tulsa as well as the churches in Okarche and Santiago Atitlan.
This gifted man possessed a terrific sense of humor, an extraordinary intellect 

and a love of the Church he served so well. While a bit of a lovable curmudgeon, 
Father Walch had a big heart and left behind many admirers and friends when he 
passed in 2003.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Fr. John Walch

Find 
Jennifer Sharpe’s children’s faith guides at Trinity Mercantile Catholic bookstore, 23 S. Broadway in Edmond, or at www.amazon.com. 

Fifth graders from St. Mary Catholic School 
in Lawton won third place at the Comanche 
County Free Fair on Sept. 8 for their faux 
stained-glass art. Photo provided.

John Grim, a seminarian for the archdiocese 
assigned to St. Charles Borromeo, sits with 
students during lunch. Photo provided.

In my work at Catholic Extension, I’ve seen 
many examples of how the Church in the U.S. 
missions is a bellwether for the wider U.S. 
Church, very often in quietly hopeful ways.

On a recent trip to Mississippi, I witnessed 
another example: the empowerment of local 
lay women who carry on a mission founded by 
a religious 
congregation. 
Saint Gabriel 
Mercy Center, 
an organiza-
tion funded 
by Catholic 
Extension, 
was founded 
and run by 
women in 
two religious 
orders, but 
now has a 
staff that is 
comprised 
entirely of lay 
women.

This tran-
sition is historically significant. The past 
50 years have seen significant drop-offs in 
membership in women’s religious orders. The 
Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate 

reports that the number of religious women 
(nuns), for example, has dropped from a high 
of about 180,000 in 1965 to roughly 50,000 in 
2014, a 72 percent decrease. 

Nuns staffed schools, hospitals, social service 
agencies and parishes for generations, very 
often at low salaries to make the institutions 

they served 
available to 
low-income 
families. 
Their of-
ten-unher-
alded ser-
vice to the 
Church was 
a lifeblood, 
enabling the 
Church to 
offer people 
care through-
out their 
lives – par-
ticularly to 
generations 
of immigrants 

and others on the margins for whom access to 
mainstream U.S. society was often prejudicially 
denied.

In recent decades, however, those institutions 

built by 
religious 
women 
have 
become 
expensive 
and dif-
ficult to 
maintain. 
Also, with 
fewer nuns, attracting talented lay people (and 
offering them appropriate salaries) has driven 
up costs. Perhaps more fundamentally, the 
challenge of carrying on the mission initiated 
by the nuns is rooted in the fact that much of 
the work they did was hard: caring for people 
on the margins for little money and often little 
appreciation. 

Replacing women religious is not easy. Reli-
gious formation – that is, the process of train-
ing a person to live a radical life in service to 
the Gospel – is a process that involves many 
years of classroom learning, in areas like phi-
losophy and ethics; scripture and theology; and 
the history and spirituality of one’s religious 
community. It also involves years of clinical 
training in various forms of service. 

Transition of sponsored ministries from nuns 
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Handing on the mission to lay women

Making Sense of Bioethics

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Opioids, pain management and addiction: 
Balancing ethical duties

Tim Muldoon
Catholic Extension 

Almost two million Americans 
are now addicted to opioids. The 
National Institute on Drug Abuse 
notes that more than 100 people 
die each day in the United States 
from opioid overdoses. This un-
precedented level of abuse – which 
involves not only heroin, but also 
prescription pain relievers such as 
OxyContin, Percocet, morphine, 
codeine, and fentanyl – has be-
come a national crisis. Reportedly, 
about 80 percent of heroin addicts 
first misused prescription opioids. 

Yet, for many patients, no 
pain-relieving options more effec-
tive than opioids exist. Figuring 
out how to use these powerful 
pharmacological agents in an 
appropriate and ethical manner is 
urgent and imperative.

At a minimum, a three-pronged 
approach is required. One prong 
involves working with medical 
professionals to limit the use and 
availability of these drugs by mod-
ifying prescribing practices. A sec-
ond involves making patients more 
aware of the risks of addiction and 
increasing their involvement in 
monitoring their medications and 
managing decisions about their 
care. A third involves making effec-
tive addiction treatment and out-
reach programs accessible to those 
caught in the throes of chemical 
dependency.

With regard to reducing opi-
oid availability, in recent years 
medical professionals have been 
seeking to establish guidelines 
for prescribing opiates that take 
into account the number of pills 
typically needed to get through a 

surgery or treatment. For exam-
ple, recovery from more complex 
stomach surgeries might require 
60 opioid pills, while an appendec-
tomy or hernia might only require 
15-20. 

Although prescription guidelines 
can be helpful, they clearly can’t 
be fixed in stone, as individual 
patients will have varying pain 
management needs. Some nurses 
recall well the days when concerns 
about addiction could result in 
under-medicated patients watch-
ing the clock and writhing in pain 
until the time of the next dose. 
Unmanaged pain is a spiritual 
assault on the dignity of a person 
and plays right into the hands of 
assisted suicide advocates.

Careful titration of pain med-
ications, whether for surgery 
or chronic pain, also helps to 
avoid overmedicating patients 
and rendering them lethargic or 
semi-comatose; in terminal situa-
tions, patients still have the right 
to prepare for their death while 
fully conscious, and they should 
not generally be deprived of con-
sciousness or alertness except to 
mitigate excruciating or otherwise 
uncontrollable pain. 

In certain cases, of course, it 
may not matter if a person be-
comes addicted to pain medica-
tions. If a patient has only a few 
weeks of life remaining, and he 
or she is experiencing intracta-
ble pain such that high doses of 
opioids are the most effective ap-
proach, addiction during his or her 
final days and hours would not 
generally raise ethical concerns.

There are alternatives to the use 
of opioids that may be suitable for 
some patients. These include the 
use of less-addictive or non-ad-
dictive drugs such as acetamin-
ophen, ibuprofen, naproxen, or 
anesthetics and blockers at the 
pain site. Cognitive behavioral 
therapy, stress management and 
relaxation techniques can help pa-
tients learn how to modify triggers 
that increase pain. 

Specialists sometimes remind 
us that bringing pain down to a 
tolerable level should be the goal, 
rather than trying to eliminate 
it entirely, which in many cases 
may not even be possible. Some 
patients may require assistance 
to come to accept even a limited 
amount of pain.

A San Diego-based pilot program 
to reduce the over-prescription of 
opioids included the novel step of 
notifying physicians when one of 
their patients had died from an 
overdose. The San Diego medical 
examiner would send health care 
professionals a letter in this for-
mat: “This is a courtesy commu-
nication to inform you that your 
patient [Name, Date of Birth] died 
on [Date]. Prescription drug over-
dose was either the primary cause 
or contributed to the death.” 

In follow up studies, physicians 
who received these letters were 
found to prescribe at significantly 
decreased levels, and they were 
also less likely to start new pa-
tients on opioids at all. Research-
ers speculated that, like everyone 
else, physicians tend to assess 
health and safety risks differently 

when bad outcomes spring readily 
to mind. At the same time, taking 
steps to restrict opioid availabili-
ty can backfire, with devastating 
consequences for chronic pain pa-
tients who may now end up being 
refused opioid prescriptions they 
need and have relied on for years. 

The proper use of pain med-
ications, in the final analysis, 
requires a balanced approach, 
attending to objective indications 
from the patient, so clinicians can 
offer sufficient comfort and reme-
diation of their pain. Patients also 
must take responsibility for their 
own pain management decisions, 
becoming informed about, and 
aware of, the challenges and risks. 

When the goal is to provide 
the lowest dose of opioids for the 
shortest amount of time, in direct 
response to the level and severity 
of the pain, patients are likely to 
have better treatment outcomes 
with diminished risks of addiction.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doc-
toral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Mass., and serves as the director of 
education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.

continued on page 16

Saint Gabriel Mercy Center staff
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OKLAHOMA CITY – Archbishop Paul S. 
Coakley announced on Sept. 18 that the “One 
Church, Many Disciples” capital campaign has 
surpassed its $65 million original minimum 
goal. The campaign is raising funds in the arch-
diocese’s 107 Catholic churches in central and 
western Oklahoma to build a shrine for Bless-
ed Stanley Rother, strengthen parishes and 
schools, bolster ministries and create endow-
ments for the future. 

“I have been grateful and humbled by the gen-
erosity of families across the archdiocese who 
have supported this historic campaign,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said. “We have been blessed to 
have the powerful witness of Blessed Stanley to 
help guide us as we build upon his legacy for 
future generations.”

Blessed Stanley, a priest from Okarche, 
Okla., was murdered in 1981 while serving as 
a missionary in Guatemala. He was declared a 
martyr by Pope Francis on Dec. 1, 2016, and 
was beatified on Sept. 23, 2017. He is the first 
U.S. martyr and the first U.S.-born priest to be 
beatified.

A shrine for Blessed Stanley will be built on 
SE 89 between Interstate 35 and Shields Bou-
levard in south Oklahoma City. The shrine will 
include a 2,000-seat church, a chapel, minis-
try and classroom buildings, a museum and a 
pilgrim center. When completed, the shrine will 
be the largest Catholic church in Oklahoma. It 
will be visible and accessible from I-35 and is 
intended to serve as a welcoming symbol of the 

Catholic Church in Oklahoma.
It is anticipated the shrine will bring thou-

sands of visitors every year to Oklahoma from 
across the country and beyond. In addition 
to serving as the final resting place of Blessed 
Stanley, the shrine will serve as the center of 
ministry for the Hispanic Catholic community in 
Oklahoma City and will host large celebrations 
and liturgies for the archdio-
cese.

In addition to the shrine for 
Blessed Stanley, funds from 
the “One Church, Many Disci-
ples” campaign will be used to 
strengthen local church com-
munities, renovate The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, support evangelization 
efforts, create endowments for 
faith formation and provide 
retirement for senior priests. 

The campaign has received 
63 leadership gifts ranging 
from $100,000 to $7.5 mil-
lion. One-third of the church 
communities have completed 
the campaign; 34 are active-
ly conducting the campaign; 
and the final 32 will begin 
the campaign in January. 
To date, 40 churches in the 
archdiocese have surpassed 
their individual parish goals.

Due to the extraordinary success of the cam-
paign, Archbishop Coakley recently announced 
a challenge goal of $80 million. The additional 
funds will go to the same ministries outlined in 
the original campaign “case for support.”

 For more information about the “One 
Church, Many Disciples” campaign, go online to 
onechurchmanydisciples.org.

Funds will build Rother shrine, strengthen parishes and ministries

Archbishop Coakley announces the $80 million challenge goal at the Wave 3 launch at 
Holy Family in Lawton. Photos Archdiocese of Oklahoma City Archives.

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City capital 
campaign surpasses first goal

Left: Rendering of the 
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine

Middle photo: Successful report 
meeting at The Cathedral of Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help. 
Counterclockwise:

Wave 3 launch meeting at
 Holy Family in Lawton.

Susan Hall (left) and Pat Peles (right) from 
St. John in Edmond speaking 

at the Wave 3 launch meeting at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center.

Volunteer meeting at St. Patrick 
in Oklahoma City.

Wave 2 launch meeting 
at St. Peter in Woodward.
Wave 3 launch meeting at 

the Catholic Pastoral Center.

To find more information about the shrine for Blessed Stanley Rother and 
the “One Church, Many Disciples” campaign, or to make 

a gift online, go to onechurchmanydisciples.org.
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Life is good and joyful news

Echoes
of 

Christ

You can’t believe in Jesus and not love life

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

Jobs Box
Administrative assistant - OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking an administrative 
assistant for the youth, young 
adult and campus ministry office. 
Must communicate and inter-
face in a tactful and professional 
manner with the clergy, Catholic 
Pastoral Center staff, parish and 
school personnel, and the pub-
lic. The position requires attention 
to detail and accuracy, flexibility 
and adaptability. Knowledge of 
Microsoft Office software, includ-
ing Word, Excel and PowerPoint 
required. Organizational efficiency, 
adaptability, time management 
and the ability to anticipate needs 
required. Bilingual in Spanish pre-
ferred. Send inquiries and resumes 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Catholic Foundation of 

Oklahoma is seeking an admin-
istrative assistant. Must commu-
nicate with the clergy, Catholic 
Pastoral Center staff, parish and 
school personnel, and the pub-
lic. The position requires attention 
to detail and accuracy, flexibility 
and adaptability. Knowledge of 
Microsoft Office software, includ-
ing Word, Excel and PowerPoint 
required. Organizational efficiency, 
adaptability, time management 
and the ability to anticipate needs 
required. Bilingual in Spanish pre-
ferred. Send inquiries and resumes 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

Director of annual giving
Catholic Charities of the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a director of annual giving to 
direct the annual appeal, planned 
giving and donor giving societies. 
Includes donor prospect man-
agement and stewardship, and 
development of materials, mailing 
lists, printing, follow-up and tar-
geted donor interaction. Minimum 
qualifications bachelor’s degree 
in public relations, communica-
tion, business or related field; 
three years of experience in pros-
pect management, annual gifts, 
planned giving or campaign man-
agement; bilingual in Spanish and 
English preferred; combination of 
education and experience consid-
ered. Send resume and cover letter 
to jriesenberg@ccaokc.org.

Development coordinator - 
Okarche

The Center of Family Love pro-
vides residential and employment 
programs for adults with intellec-
tual disabilities by cultivating their 
interests, skills and independence 
to live creative, productive and joy-
ous lives. The development coordi-
nator will perform duties related to 
fundraising, marketing and public 
relations. They will be involved 
with stewardship activities relat-
ed to non-profit fundraising and 
relationship management, includ-
ing working with a team to create 
and implement the fundraising, 

development and communications 
strategy for the center. Send cover 
letter and resume to hr@cflinc.org.

MS English teacher - Yukon 
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School in Yukon has an immedi-
ate vacancy for a middle school 
English language arts teacher. 
The candidate must be certified 
to teach English in Oklahoma. 
Download application at bit.ly/ar-
chokcteacherapp. Candidates also 
may send a copy of their current 
Oklahoma teaching certificate and 
resume to Natalie Johnson, St. 
John Nepomuk Catholic School, 
600 Garth Brooks Blvd., Yukon 
73099 or principal@sjnok.org.

After school program - Lawton
St. Mary Catholic School in Law-

ton is seeking a staff member for 
after-school care program. Hours 
are 3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday on school days. 
Contact Joanne Linville at (580) 
355-2054.

Drivers - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking drivers to trans-
port students to and from their 
workplaces. Vehicles include 
12-passenger vans and a 14-pas-
senger activity bus. No CDL re-
quired. Must be at least age 25, 
possess valid Oklahoma driver’s 
license, acceptable motor vehicle 
report and proof of current in-

surance. Will complete safe en-
vironment training. Morning and 
afternoon shifts available, Mon-
day – Friday. $25 per shift, per 
day. Multiple drivers are needed 
for each shift. Flexible schedule. 
Submit application and informa-
tion to Regina Birchum at Regina.
Birchum@CristoReyOKC.org or 
drop off at the school.

Activity director
St. Ann Retirement Center is 

seeking a full-time activity direc-
tor for independent living. Job 
requires great interactive skills 
working with senior adults, or-
ganizational skills in planning 
activities with assisted living 
activity director, computer skills, 
CDL license or obtaining a license 
and working some nights and 
weekends. Submit resume to Sid 
Espinosa at ed@saintannretire-
mentcenter.com. Contact (405) 
721-0747.

RE director - OKC
Little Flower in Oklahoma City is 

hiring a part-time religious edu-
cation director. Must be bilingual. 
Ideal candidates should have ex-
perience as a DRE or a minimum 
experience as a catechist for 3-5 
years in a Catholic church. Con-
tact Angelica at (405) 235-2037. 

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.

“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life’” (Jn 14,6).
“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die” (Jn 11, 25-26).

“I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly” (Jn 10,10).

Human life, the topic of this column, is the 
divine gift of our existence as the image of God 
in the world. We should be shouting this truth 
from the rooftops as what it is, a clear sign of 
divine infinite love, and therefore, good. 

Every human life is sacred and is never to 
be broken, infringed or dishonored in any way. 

The dignity of 
every person, 
a consequence 
of each one 
of us being 
the image of 
God, must 
be defended. 
Any threat to 
human dignity 
and life must 

affect each one of us in a profound way. We 
need to always proclaim the Good News of the 
sacredness of life everywhere a heart beats. 

While every life is in the hands of God, we are 
called to collaborate with the Lord in protecting 
every human life. God did not create death nor 
was it part of the original plan. Romans 5, 12 
reminds us that, “Therefore, just as through 
one person sin entered the world, and through 
sin, death, and thus death came to all, in-
asmuch as all sinned.” God is life and sin is 
death. 

Our God is love and life and these two, love 
and life, are eternally bound together in God. 
Any separation of these two is not of God but 
of sin, the willful and deliberate rejection of 

God, his laws and his will. Life is so important 
to God that he has given us a commandment 
prohibiting us from killing. Saint John Paul II, 
in his encyclical “Evangelium Vitae” paragraph 
41, speaks to us about the core message of this 
Fifth Commandment:

“…the deepest element of God’s command-
ment to protect human life is the requirement 
to show reverence and love for every person 
and the life of every person. This is the teach-
ing that the Apostle Paul, echoing the words 
of Jesus, addresses to the Christians in Rome: 
‘The commandments, you shall not commit 
adultery; you shall not kill; you shall not steal; 
you shall not covet, and whatever other com-
mandment there may be, are summed up in 
this saying, namely ‘You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself.’ Love does no evil to the neigh-
bor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the law.” 

The deliberate decision to deprive an inno-
cent human being of his life is always morally 
evil, a grave act of disobedience to God and al-
ways immoral. To say “no” to murder, abortion, 
euthanasia and the death penalty, is a firm 
“yes” to God, the author of every life. 

So definite is God’s stance on life that the 
Vatican recently made an improvement in 
one of the paragraphs of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church. Here is the new version of 
paragraph 2267 on the death penalty that will 
be inserted in all upcoming editions of the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church. 

“2267. Recourse to the death penalty on the 
part of legitimate authority, following a fair 

trial, 
was long 
consid-
ered an 
appro-
priate 
response 
to the 
gravity 
of cer-
tain crimes and an acceptable, albeit extreme, 
means of safeguarding the common good.

Today, however, there is an increasing aware-
ness that the dignity of the person is not lost 
even after the commission of very serious 
crimes. In addition, a new understanding has 
emerged of the significance of penal sanctions 
imposed by the state. Lastly, more effective sys-
tems of detention have been developed, which 
ensure the due protection of citizens but, at the 
same time, do not definitively deprive the guilty 
of the possibility of redemption.

Consequently, the Church teaches, in the 
light of the Gospel, that ‘the death penalty is 
inadmissible because it is an attack on the 
inviolability and dignity of the person’, and 
she works with determination for its abolition 
worldwide.”

Brothers and sisters, life comes from God; it 
is good, and is beautiful even when it is weak, 
infirmed or has lost its way. May we defend it 
and love it always. Amen.

ganization bent on evangelizing 
others through the witness and 
constant intercession of the first 
Indigenous North American saint,” 
Barbry said.

“The work of the conference is 
this: to show our brothers and 
sisters that being devout and de-
cidedly Catholic requires no com-
promise in terms of their native 
heritage – the two can be recon-
ciled and can enrich one another.”

The Tekakwitha Conference has 
an annual conference. This year 
members met in July in Tacoma, 
Wash. Barbry said the annual 
Tekakwitha conferences are often 
referred to as a “family reunion” 
of sorts with attendees from more 
than 100 tribes.

“The week culminated with an 
unforgettable pilgrimage to the 
reservation of the Lummi Nation 
in northern Washington. It was 
during this pilgrimage that we 
were able to reunite with 18-year-
old Jake Finkbonner, the subject 
of the final and determining mir-
acle in Kateri Tekakwitha’s cause 
for canonization,” Barbry said. 

Deacon Roy Callison, coordinator 
of American Indian Catholic Out-
reach and director for the Saint 

Kateri Tekakwitha Spiritual Center 
of Oklahoma for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, said one the 
best parts of attending the annual 
conference, which he attends with 
his wife Susan, is visiting with 
the American Indian Catholics 
who come from all over the United 
States and Canada.

“For an American Indian Cath-
olic who has never experienced 
a gathering of more than 700 
American Indian Catholics, it’s 
awesome! It’s especially nice to see 
the numerous bishops, priests, 
deacons, sisters and brothers, 
many of whom are American In-
dian, gathered together to praise 
God in a Mass that incorporates 
our American Indian spirituality,” 
Callison said.

“We blend our American Indian 
spirituality with our Catholic faith. 
The blending of the two is truly a 
spiritually uplifting experience.” 

Barbry began his term as execu-
tive director after the 2018 confer-
ence. Prior to Barbry, Sister Kateri 
Mitchell, S.S.A., served as execu-
tive director for 20 years.

“My predecessor brought our 
conference from a place of uncer-
tainty and relative obscurity to 
a place of consistent growth and 
recognition within the Church. 

The only way to preserve all that 
our conference has become is to 
find new and creative ways to in-
corporate the next generation and 
to entrust to them the continuity 
of the conference,” Barbry said. 

Barbry said, he personally 
invites all readers of the Sooner 
Catholic to the 80th annual con-
ference in July 2019 in Sharon-
ville, Ohio. The theme is “From All 
Directions, Saint Kateri Leads Us 
to Holiness.”

For more information about the 
Tekakwitha Conference, visit  
tekconf.org.

For more information about the 
AICO and Saint Kateri Tekak-
witha Spiritual Center of Oklaho-
ma, contact Deacon Roy Callison 
at (918) 822-3255 or RCallison@
ArchOKC.org, or visit archokc.org/
american-indian-catholic-outreach.

 Dana Attocknie is managing edi-
tor for the Sooner Catholic.

Hilaire Belloc’s 1936 classic has just been 
reprinted (2017) by Ignatius Press. In “Charac-
ters of the Reformation,” Belloc presents short 
sketches of 23 of the main characters of the 
Protestant Reformation in England. These were 
the men and women who had much to do with 
what Belloc calls the “transformation of En-
gland from a Catholic to a Protestant country.”

Belloc focuses on what he describes as “the 
English tragedy” because, he maintains, had 
England not become largely Protes-
tant, “the Reformation would have 
failed, and our civilization would 
have been today one Christian 
thing.”

He comes back to this idea again 
and again in the book, and it is a 
two-part argument. First, he believes 
that England was the lynchpin; had 
she continued as a Catholic coun-
try, the Reformation in Europe would 
have fallen in on itself. 

Second, an outcome of the Reforma-
tion was the acceptance of national-
ism, i.e., that the nation is “sovereign 
and lay, completely independent of 
every international control.” Because of this, 
Belloc argues, today “we have a state of affairs 
that is of moral anarchy.” Ultimately, he be-
lieves this will lead to “the absolutely certain 
end of our civilization.”

Belloc’s ideas in the second part of his argu-
ment may have a kind of validity, but he offers 
no real proof or explanation for his statement 
that, without England, the Reformation would 
not have succeeded as it did.

Nevertheless, this is the reason that he pres-
ents only the characters of the Reformation 
in England. There is no chapter on Luther or 
Calvin although they are sometimes referred 

to briefly. The book focuses on the individu-
als who were a force for good or for evil, and 
Belloc’s narratives are intriguing. He presents 
many not so well-known facts like King Henry 
VIII, whose life is one of Belloc’s chapters, was 
“exceedingly intelligent” and was “destined by 
his father (Henry VII) to become Archbishop of 
Canterbury.” His older brother Arthur should 
have become king, but he died while he was 
engaged to marry Catherine of Aragon.

Catherine was highly desirable as a wife 
for any young prince. She was the daughter 

of King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella of Spain whose dynas-

tic rule 
spon-
sored 
Christo-
pher Co-
lumbus. 
Spain 
was one 

of the foremost powers in Eu-
rope, and Catherine came with 
a very large dowry.

Belloc explains that in Eu-
rope at that time, monarchies 
“increased their power by 
making marriages that would 

bring them either large sums of money or new 
territories from which further taxes could be 
gathered.”

When Arthur died, Henry VII was extremely 
reluctant either to return the part of Cather-
ine’s dowry that had already been paid or to 
forfeit the portion the crown would have re-
ceived had the marriage taken place, and so he 
arranged for Catherine of Aragon to become the 
wife of his second son Henry who eventually 
became King Henry VIII.

This, of course, was the issue fastened upon 
by Henry VIII when he sought to have his mar-
riage to Catherine set aside. He claimed that 

he had illegally married his brother’s widow; 
Catherine insisted it was an engagement only, 
never consummated as a marriage.

In his desire to cast off Catherine, Belloc 
maintains that Henry was prodded, even led, 
by Anne Boleyn, who at the time of her mar-
riage to Henry was already carrying his child, 
and by Thomas Cromwell and Thomas Cran-
mer. It was Anne who held out for marriage 
and refused to be Henry’s mistress as was her 
sister Mary, who bore a child by Henry. 

Thomas Cromwell, often confused with his 
nephew Oliver Cromwell, saw opportunities in 
the splitting apart of the Catholic Church in 
England. It was he who masterminded the dis-
solution of the monasteries, an action purport-
ed to greatly increase the King’s wealth. How-
ever, Belloc explains, “The wealth did not stay 
in the King’s hands. Cromwell himself made a 
very large fortune out of the pickings. He gave 
no less than 13 monastic estates to his nephew 
(Oliver).”

Cromwell was, Belloc says, “the lay head of 
the country” while Anne Boleyn was “the pivot 
figure” in the English Reformation, and it was 
Thomas Cranmer, as Archbishop of Canter-
bury, who pronounced the divorce of Henry 
from Catherine, married Henry to Anne, and 
crowned Anne as Queen of England.

Against this backdrop of greed and treach-
ery, Belloc presents the faithful Catherine of 
Aragon, the martyred Thomas More, and Pope 
Clement VII. He vilifies Elizabeth I and says 
that “after the age of 30, she became repul-
sive.” 

With all of the characters Belloc presents, he 
draws a colorful portrait of the heroic virtue, 
lust for power, and unbridled greed that contrib-
uted to the Reformation, the great cultural and 
philosophical shift that ushered in the era of a 
Europe divided into Protestant and Catholic.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Getting to know them: Characters of 
the Reformation

By J.E. Helm 
The Sooner Catholic

continued from page 5

St. Patrick in Anadarko held its Back-to-Class Swim Party Sept. 9 at the 
Iscani Pool. Students enjoyed an afternoon of fun and fellowship. Photo by 
Carolyn Cantrell.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Tiempo para orar y ayunar

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Campaña capital de “Una iglesia, muchos discípulos” de la 
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma sobrepasa primer objetivo

CIUDAD DE OKLAHOMA - 
El arzobispo Paul S. Coakley 
anunció 18 de septiembre que 
la campaña capital “Una Iglesia, 
Muchos Discípulos” ha superado 
su meta mínima original de $ 65 
millones. La campaña está recau-
dando fondos en las 107 iglesias 
católicas de la arquidiócesis en el 
centro y oeste de Oklahoma para 
construir un santuario para el 
Beato Stanley Rother, fortalecer 
las parroquias y las escuelas, 
reforzar los ministerios y crear 
dotaciones para el futuro.

“He sido agradecido y humillado 
por la generosidad de las familias 
en toda la arquidiócesis que han 
apoyado esta histórica campaña”, 
dijo Arzobispo Coakley. “Hemos 
sido bendecidos de tener el testi-
monio poderoso del Beato Stanley 
para ayudar a guiarnos mientras 
construimos su legado para las 
generaciones futuras”.

Beato Stanley, un sacerdote de 
Okarche, Okla., fue asesinado en 

Los fondos construirán 
el santuario de Rother, 
fortalecerán las parro-
quias y los ministerios

Los informes en cascada de abusos y encu-
brimientos del clero dentro de nuestra querida 
Iglesia han afectado a los católicos de manera 
diferente. Ha causado ira justa, disgusto vis-
ceral y vergüenza.

Sin dudas, ha abierto heridas pasadas a 
muchos que han sufrido el trauma del abuso 
a manos de líderes pastorales de confianza u 
otros que deberían haber sido sus protectores. 
No nos ha dejado a ninguno de nosotros impa-
sible. Para aquellos de nosotros que vivimos lo 
que un comentarista llamó “la larga Cuaresma 
de 2002”, ha sido una experiencia déjà vu. 
¿Realmente podemos estar pasando por esto 
de nuevo? Fue en 2002 cuando lo que primero 
pareció ser un escándalo local en Boston es-
talló en una crisis nacional y finalmente global 
para la Iglesia Católica.

Una vez que los obispos de los Estados Uni-
dos se convencieron de la magnitud del mal 
y el daño infligido a tantos niños, jóvenes y 
familias por los abusos cometidos por el clero, 
autorizaron y promulgaron la Carta para la 
Protección de Niños y Jóvenes.

Se comprometieron con una serie de medidas 
de detección, capacitación, monitoreo y pre-
sentación de informes que, de hecho, han teni-
do un éxito notable al reducir drásticamente 
el número de nuevas acusaciones de abuso 
relacionadas con la Iglesia Católica. Dicho esto, 
incluso un solo caso de abuso de uno de los 
pequeños de Dios es inaceptable.

Para muchos que han alcanzado la mayoría 
de edad en la Iglesia desde el año 2002 y no 
vivieron el dolor de esa “larga Cuaresma”, la 
conmoción y el disgusto provocados por los 
informes de los últimos meses son quizás algo 
nuevo. Espero que nunca perdamos nuestra 

capacidad de sentir indignación por tal com-
portamiento reprensible, pecaminoso y crimi-
nal.

Como su obispo, quiero hablar en nombre de 
nuestros sacerdotes y diáconos para expresar 
nuestro profundo pesar a todos los que alguna 
vez se han visto afectados por el abuso o han 
sufrido por el abuso de un ser querido a manos 
de cualquier persona asociada con la Iglesia 
Católica, ya sea un miembro del clero o una 
persona laica.

Quiero asegurarles nuestro compromiso de 
fortalecer y mantener los más altos estándares 
morales y éticos que promoverán ambientes se-
guros dentro de la Iglesia, para que cada perso-
na sea tratada con respeto y dignidad como un 
hijo amado de Dios. Estamos comprometidos 
con el arrepentimiento, la reforma, la sanación 
y la justicia. Este compromiso incluye medidas 
aún mayores de transparencia y rendición de 
cuentas.

Como lo anuncié anteriormente, estamos 
en el proceso de llevar a cabo una revisión de 
los archivos de los sacerdotes con la ayuda de 
investigadores independientes en aras de la 
transparencia. Me doy cuenta de que la cred-
ibilidad de los obispos y sacerdotes y la confi-
anza que deberían poder depositar en nosotros 
ha sido sacudida. Mi objetivo es recuperar tu 
confianza. Estoy muy orgulloso de nuestros 
sacerdotes. Los pecados y crímenes de unos 
pocos no deben minar la reputación de todos. 
Pero, los pecados de estos pocos miembros, de 
hecho, han dañado todo el cuerpo de Cristo.

Necesitamos revisar nuestras políticas y 
procedimientos y fortalecerlos cuando sea 
necesario. Pero, necesitamos más que eso. 
Estamos comprometidos en una batalla espir-

itual. Debemos 
emplear armas 
espirituales, así 
como estas otras 
herramientas 
para responder a 
este gran desafío 
y corregir estos 
errores.

“Su enemigo, 
el diablo, ronda 
como león rugiente buscando a quién devorar. 
Resístanle firmes en la fe”. Estas palabras de 
1 Pedro 5: 8 son parte de la Oración Nocturna 
de la Iglesia en la Liturgia de las Horas. Son un 
llamado a la vigilancia. Son un llamado a las 
armas. Al enfrentar tales amenazas, tenemos 
que emplear armas espirituales. “Esta clase de 
demonios no puede echarse sino mediante la 
oración y el ayuno” (Mc 9:29)”.

Para comprometernos más plenamente con 
nuestros recursos espirituales, les pido a to-
das las parroquias que incluyan la Oración a 
San Miguel en cada Misa para implorar pro-
tección para la Iglesia durante esta época de 
crisis espiritual y pastoral. Animo el uso de 
esta oración por parte de todos los fieles en su 
oración diaria, incluso fuera de la misa. Otras 
formas específicas de oración para protección y 
/ o reparación pueden ser sustituidas o agre-
gadas a esto.

Además, les pido a todos los católicos de la 
Arquidiócesis que consideren observar el prim-
er viernes de cada mes como un día de ayuno 
y abstinencia en reparación por los pecados de 
abuso, que involucra a la Iglesia Católica. Este 
último no es un mandato, sino una invitación.

Unámonos todos en oración y ayuno.

el 1981 mientras servía como mis-
ionero en Guatemala. Fue declara-
do mártir por el Papa Francisco 

el 1 de diciembre de 2016, y fue 
beatificado el 23 de septiembre de 
2017. Es el primer mártir de los 

E.E.U.U. y el primer sacerdote 

El Arzobispo Coakley anuncia, en Holy Family en Law-
ton, la nueva meta de $80 millones en el lanzamiento 
de la 3ra Ola de la Campaña Capital. Fotos Archivos de 
la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City.

continúa en la página 13

La vida humana, el tema de esta columna, 
es el regalo divino de nuestra existencia como 
imagen de Dios en el mundo. Deberíamos estar 
gritando esta verdad desde los tejados como lo 
que es, una clara señal de amor infinito y divi-
no, y por lo tanto, bueno.

Toda vida humana es sagrada y nunca se 
debe romper, infringir o deshonrar de ningu-
na manera. La dignidad de cada persona, una 

consecuencia 
de que cada 
uno de no-
sotros sea la 
imagen de 
Dios, debe 
ser defendi-
da. Cualquier 
amenaza a la 
dignidad y la 

vida humana debe afectarnos a cada uno de 
nosotros de una manera profunda. Necesita-
mos siempre proclamar las Buena Nueva de 
cuan sagrado es la vida en todos los lugares 
donde late un corazón.

Si bien cada vida está en las manos de Dios, 
estamos llamados a colaborar con el Señor 
para proteger cada vida humana. Dios no 
creó la muerte y la muerte no fue parte de su 
plan original. Romanos 5, 12 nos recuerda 
que: “Pues bien, un solo hombre hizo entrar el 
pecado en el mundo, y por el pecado la muerte. 
Después la muerte se propagó a todos los hom-
bres, ya que todos pecaban.” Dios es vida y el 
pecado es muerte.

Nuestro Dios es amor y vida y estos dos, 

amor y vida, están eternamente unidos en 
Dios. Cualquier separación de estos dos no es 
de Dios, sino del pecado, un rechazo voluntario 
y deliberado de Dios, sus leyes y su voluntad. 
La vida es tan importante para Dios que nos ha 
dado un mandamiento que nos prohíbe matar. 
San Juan Pablo II, en su encíclica “Evangelium 
Vitae”, párrafo 41, nos habla sobre el mensaje 
central de este quinto mandamiento:

“...el mandamiento de Dios para salvaguardar 
la vida del hombre tiene su aspecto más pro-
fundo en la exigencia de veneración y amor ha-
cia cada persona y su vida. Esta es la enseñan-
za que el apóstol Pablo, haciéndose eco de la 
palabra de Jesús, se dirige a los cristianos de 
Roma: “En efecto, lo de: No adulterarás, no 
matarás, no robarás, no codiciarás y todos los 
demás preceptos, se resumen en esta fórmula: 
Amarás a tu prójimo como a ti mismo. La cari-
dad no hace mal al prójimo. La caridad es, por 
tanto, la ley en su plenitud”.

La decisión deliberada de privar a un inocen-
te ser humano de su vida siempre es moral-
mente malo, un grave acto de desobediencia a 
Dios y siempre inmoral. Decir “no” al asesinato, 
el aborto, la eutanasia y la pena de muerte es 
un firme “sí” a Dios, el autor de cada vida.

Tan definitiva es la postura de Dios sobre la 
vida que el Vaticano recientemente hizo una 
mejora en uno de los párrafos del Catecismo de 
la Iglesia Católica. Aquí está la nueva versión 
del párrafo 2267 sobre la pena de muerte que 
se insertará en todas las próximas ediciones 
del Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica.

“2267. Durante mucho tiempo el recurso a la 

pena de 
muerte 
por parte 
de la 
autoridad 
legítima, 
después 
de un 
debido 
proceso, 
fue considerado una respuesta apropiada a la 
gravedad de algunos delitos y un medio admis-
ible, aunque extremo, para la tutela del bien 
común.

Hoy está cada vez más viva la conciencia de 
que la dignidad de la persona no se pierde ni 
siquiera después de haber cometido crímenes 
muy graves. Además, se ha extendido una nue-
va comprensión acerca del sentido de las san-
ciones penales por parte del Estado. En fin, se 
han implementado sistemas de detención más 
eficaces, que garantizan la necesaria defensa 
de los ciudadanos, pero que, al mismo tiempo, 
no le quitan al reo la posibilidad de redimirse 
definitivamente.

Por tanto la Iglesia enseña, a la luz del 
Evangelio, que ‘la pena de muerte es inadmis-
ible, porque atenta contra la inviolabilidad y la 
dignidad de la persona’, y se compromete con 
determinación a su abolición en todo el mun-
do.”

Hermanos y hermanas, la vida viene de Dios; 
es buena, y es hermosa incluso cuando está 
débil, enferma o ha perdido el rumbo. No toca 
defenderla y amarla siempre. Amén.
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La vida es buena y alegre noticia
No puedes creer en Jesús y no amar la vida

Ecos
de 

CristO

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

“Jesús contestó: ‘Yo soy el Camino, la Verdad y la Vida.’” (Jn 14,6).
“Le dijo Jesús: ‘Yo soy la resurrección y la vida. El que cree en mí, aunque muera, vivirá. El que vive, el que cree en mí, no morirá para siempre.’” (Jn 11, 25-26).

“Yo he venido para que tengan vida y la tengan en plenitud.” (Jn 10,10).

nacido en E.E.U.U. en ser beatificado.
Se construirá un santuario para el 

Beato Stanley en la SE 89 entre la Inter-
estatal 35 y Shields Boulevard en el sur 
de Oklahoma City. El santuario incluirá 
una iglesia con capacidad para 2,000 
personas, una capilla, edificios para el 
ministerio y el aulas, un museo y un 
centro de peregrinación. Cuando esté 
terminado, el santuario será la iglesia 
católica más grande de Oklahoma. Será 
visible y accesible desde la I-35 y está 
destinado a servir como un símbolo 
de bienvenida de la Iglesia Católica en 
Oklahoma.

Se anticipa que el santuario traerá 
miles de visitantes cada año a Okla-
homa desde todo el país y más allá. 
Además de servir como el lugar de des-
canso final del Beato Stanley, el santu-
ario servirá como el centro del ministe-
rio de la comunidad hispana católica 
en Oklahoma City y será una sede 
para celebraciones grandes y 
liturgias de la arquidiócesis.

Además del santuario del 
Beato Stanley, los fondos 
de la campaña “Una Ig-

lesia, Muchos Discípulos” se utilizarán 
para fortalecer las comunidades de las 
iglesias locales, renovar la Catedral de 
Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo Socorro, 
apoyar los esfuerzos de evangelización, 
crear dotaciones para la formación de la 
fe y proporcionar retiro para sacerdotes 
mayores.

La campaña recibió 63 obsequios de 
liderazgo entre $ 100,000 a $ 7.5 mil-
lones. Un tercio de las comunidades de 
la iglesia han completado la campaña; 
34 están llevando a cabo activamente la 
campaña; y las 32 que restan comen-
zarán la campaña en enero. Hasta la 
fecha, 40 iglesias en la arquidiócesis 
han superado sus metas parroquiales 
individuales.

Debido al extraordinario éxito de la 
campaña, el Arzobispo Coakley anunció 
recientemente un objetivo de desafío de 
$ 80 millones. Los fondos adicionales se 
destinarán a los mismos ministerios de-
scritos en la original “caso para apoyo” 

de la campaña.
 Para obtener más información so-

bre la campaña “Una iglesia, muchos 
discípulos”, visite en línea 
onechurchmanydisciples.org.

40 Dias Por La Vida 
La próxima campaña 

pacifica de 40 Dias Por La 
Vida para abolir el abor-
to está programado para 
el 26 de septiembre al 4 
de noviembre, 2018. Para 
más información, favor de 
comunicarse con Erika 
Martinez al (405) 615-7642 
o mande un mensaje a 
40days4life@gmail.com

Misa de Aniversario
El Arzobispo Pablo 

Coakley invita a las pare-
jas casadas que estén 
celebrando su aniversario 
especial de (25, 40, 50+) 
del presente año 2018 para 
que participen en la Misa 
Especial de Aniversario el 
domingo 21 de Octubre 
de 2018, iniciando a las 
3 p.m. en la Catedral de 
Nuestra Señora del Per-
petuo Socorro, 3214 N. 
Lake Ave., (N.W. 32 Y 
Western) en Oklahoma 
City.  Después de la Misa 
habrá una recepción.  Es 
muy importante que si 
usted desea asistir por 
favor contacte a la Oficina 
de Ministerio Matrimonial 
y Vida Familiar al (405) 
721-8944. El Arzobispo le 
impartirá su bendición y la 
comunidad local se alegra 
en su ejemplo y compro-

miso al Sacramento de 
Matrimonio.

Retiro del Viñedo de 
Raquel en Español

El Viñedo de Raquel es 
una oportunidad extraor-
dinaria para cualquier per-
sona (hombres, mujeres, 
familiares o amistades) que 
lucha con dolor emocion-
al y espiritual del aborto. 
Nov. 2-4. El retiro del Viñe-
do de Raquel es un retiro 
de fin de semana y es un 
proceso único y efectivo 
diseñado específicamente 
para ayudarle a sentir la 
misericordia y compasión 
de Dios.  Este proceso es 
una magnifica oportunidad 
para ayudarles a los que 
luchan con perdonarse a 
sí mismos o a otros.  ¡El 
fin de semana ayudará que 
su alma encuentre una 
voz, y transforme el dolor 
del pasado en esperan-
za!  Para más información 
comuníquese con la Ofi-
cina de Ministerio Matri-
monial y Vida Familiar al 
(405) 709-2708 o mande 
un mensaje a aromero@
archokc.org. No habrá cos-
to para asistir a este retiro 
pero su preinscripción es 
requerida. Todas las con-
sultas son estrictamente 
confidenciales.

continuado de la página 12
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Briefs

At the end of August, I was 
travelling to another state by 
plane; something I don’t do of-
ten, so I was alert to changes in 
security, boarding procedures, 
etc. I kept looking for the com-
fort of a familiar face because, 
after all, Oklahoma City has 
been described as “a big little 
town,” and in a little town ev-
eryone knows everyone. 

That fits Oklahoma Cath-
olic Radio, too. We are a 
small, modest outfit; yet we 
reach homes, offices and cars 

all throughout the state. Of 
course, now, via the “Simple 
Radio” app, OKCR is where ever 
you are with your smart phone! 

Day-to-day, we communi-
cate by e-mail or voicemail, it 
seems. We may get a check or a 
text, but we need to be grateful 
for the gifts of each individual 
involved in Catholic Radio in 
Oklahoma because as brothers 
and sisters we have in common 
our desire to glorify God our 
Father in Jesus Christ. 

Oklahoma Catholic Radio is 
the vehicle for our unique and 
varied voices. Let’s continue to 
appreciate them.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Rother Heritage Gallery 
The Heritage Gallery at the Cath-

olic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway, presents “The 
Shepherd Cannot Run: A Retro-
spective on the Life of Bl. Stanley 
Rother.” The free exhibit is open 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day. Special tours arranged by 
calling (405) 721-5651, Ext. 141.

40 Days for Life kick-off rally
From Sept. 26 to Nov. 4, join 

other Christians for 40 days of 
prayer and fasting for an end to 
abortion. Everyone is invited to 
peacefully pray during a 40-day 
vigil in the public right-of-way 
outside South Winds, 1240 S.W. 
44 (S.E. corner of Blackwelder and 
S.W. 44). For more information, 
to volunteer, or to be a captain 
for a parish group, contact Eri-
ka Martinez at (405) 615-7642, 
40days4life@gmail.com. The vigil 
in Norman is at 2453 Wilcox Dr. 
(behind Braum’s on 24 and Lind-
sey Avenue). Contact Connie Lang, 
Jlang9@cox.net, (405) 249-1041 or 
visit 40daysforlife.com/norman.

Friends of the Poor Walk
The 11th annual St. Vincent de 

Paul Friends of the Poor Walk and 
silent auction will be at 2 p.m. 
Sept. 30 at All Saints Catholic 
School, 4001 36 Ave. N.W., Nor-
man. Doors open 1:30 p.m. Do-
nate online to help people living in 
poverty or register to walk at www.
fopwalk.org. 

Parish carnival
St. Patrick, OKC, annual par-

ish carnival will be 11 a.m. – 7 
p.m. Sept. 30. Enjoy music, food, 
snacks and drinks. Raffle tickets 
can be purchased throughout the 
day with prize drawing at 6:30 
p.m. Need not be present to win.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend gives couples the tools 
to deepen communication and 
help relationships grow. The next 
encounter weekend is Oct. 5-7 at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center. Visit 
www.meoklahoma.org.

St. Benedict annual carnival
St. Benedict, 632 N. Kickapoo 

in Shawnee, invites everyone to 
attend their annual carnival 9 a.m. 
– 6 p.m. Oct. 6. The Granny’s Attic 
Garage Sale and pancake break-
fast begin at 8 a.m. Game booths, 
vendor booths, inflatables, bake 
sale, food booths and entertain-
ment. Activities for all ages. Con-
tact (405) 275-0001.  

Knights of Columbus retreat
The Knights of Columbus re-

treat is open to all Catholics; Oct. 
6 at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter, 7501 Northwest Expressway, 
OKC. Fr. Lance Warren will speak 
about “What is evil?” Cost $20 pp. 
Includes coffee, breakfast rolls, 
snacks and lunch. Contact Mi-

chael Zink at (405) 314-4120, Mi-
chael-the-j@cox.net. Make checks 
payable to Michael Zink, KofC, 
14616 Collingwood Lane, Edmond 
73013.

“Block” party
Holy Trinity Hermitage invites 

everyone to a “Block” Party to 
make compressed earth blocks 8 
a.m. – Noon and 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27. Parking at 
Fellowship Church, 3801 Jour-
ney Parkway, Norman. Blocks will 
become the walls of Holy Trinity 
Hermitage of the Gospel of Life 
Disciples and Dwellings (GOLD). 
Contact Jim Armour at (469) 278-
6659, jim@gospeloflifedisciples.
org.

Oktoberfest
The St. Francis/Rosary School 

30th annual Oktoberfest is 2:30 
p.m. – 7 p.m. Oct. 7 at 1919 N.W. 
18, OKC. Event honors Our Lady 
of the Rosary and St. Francis of 
Assisi. Dedication of Family Life 
Center by Archbishop Coakley, 
two-mile Fun Run through Gate-
wood Neighborhood at 2:30 p.m., 
and a carnival. To be a sponsor, 
visit https: //squareup.com/
store/RosaryOktoberfest. Contact 
Oktoberfest@rosaryschool.com.

Prayer service
October is Pregnancy and Infant 

Loss Awareness Month. Join St. 
Ann’s Ministry for Pregnancy and 
Infant Loss at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 11 
at St. John in Edmond for a brief 
prayer service. Fellowship and 
light refreshments to follow. Re-
ceive a votive to commemorate a 
child. Siblings are welcome. Nurs-
ery available. RSVP by contacting 
natalie.clevenger@gmail.com or 
(405) 315-1425.

Come and See weekend
The Benedictine Monks of St. 

Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee will 
host a Come and See weekend 
Oct. 12-14 for single Catholic men 
ages 18-35 who may be consider-
ing a monastic life at St. Gregory’s. 
Contact Fr. Boniface at vocations@
monksok.org.

Craft fair
The altar society at St. John 

Nepomuk in Yukon, will have their 
craft fair 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Oct. 13 at 
600 S. Garth Brooks Blvd. Season-
al, jewelry and unique handmade 
items will be available. Interested 
vendors contact Malinda DeBois, 
(405) 831-8342.

Red Mass
A Mass to invoke God’s blessing 

upon all judges, lawyers, law stu-
dents, legal professionals, public 
officials and everyone entrusted 
with the administration of justice 
will be at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 25 at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help. Mass celebrated by Arch-
bishop Coakley with reception 
following. Richard Garnet, J.D., 
University of Notre Dame profes-

sor, will host Q&A session during 
the reception. RSVP by Oct. 15 to 
RSVP@archokc.org or (405) 709-
2744, archokc.org/redmass.

Anniversary Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites mar-

ried couples who are celebrating 
milestone anniversaries (25, 40, 
50+) in the calendar year 2018 to 
attend a special Anniversary Mass 
at 3 p.m. Oct. 21 at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
3214 N. Lake Ave., OKC. Reception 
to follow. If attending, contact the 
Office of Marriage and Family Life 
Ministry at (405) 721-8944.  

St. Gregory’s Days of Reflection
The monks of St. Gregory’s 

Abbey invite everyone to month-
ly “Days of Reflection” sessions. 
“Speak Lord, Your Servant is 
Listening” by Fr. Boniface Cope-
lin, O.S.B., on Oct. 27. Mass at 9 
a.m., midday prayer 11:30 a.m., 
11:45 a.m. lunch and 2 p.m. Holy 
Hour with confessions available. 
Closing session and departure at 
3 p.m. Cost $30, lunch included. 
Space limited to 40. Contact the 
retreat office at (405) 878-5656 or 
retreats@MonksOK.org.

Taste of St. Joe’s
St. Joseph Catholic School, Enid, 

will host Taste of St. Joe’s Nov. 
3 at the Central National Bank 
Center. Dinner, auction and enter-
tainment. Tickets $50 pp. Spon-
sorships available or purchase an 
entire table. Contact Brandi Schie-
ber at (580) 748-0489; Dave Streck 
at (580) 541-5216 or Kevin Bory-
czki at (580) 231-2457. 

Sister Melis-
sa Anna Letts, 
O.S.B., died 
Sept. 14. She 
was 64. Sister 
Melissa was 
born in Okla-
homa City on 
Feb. 19, 1954, 
to Charles and 
Shirley Letts. 

She is a citizen of the Muskogee 
Nation (Creek). She graduated 
from U.S. Grant High School in 
1972 and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in history from Central 
State University in 1984. She 
also held a bachelor’s degree in 
pastoral ministry from Kansas 
Newman and a master’s degree 
in pastoral ministry from Saint 
Thomas Aquinas College. 

From 1984-1995, she was a 
member of the U.S. Air Force 
Reserve at Tinker Air Force 
Base. Sister Melissa entered Red 
Plains monastery in Piedmont 
in 1995 and made her lifetime 
vows in 2003. She served as 
director of religious education 
at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church in Calument from 1997-
2009. She also was a hospice 
chaplain in Edmond from 1998-
2003. 

After her monastery closed in 
2010, she transferred her vows 
to Mount Saint Scholastica in 
Atchison, Kan.

Memorials may be sent to 
Mount Saint Scholastica or 
online at the Mount’s website –
www.mountosb.org. 

Sr. Melissa Anna Letts, O.S.B.

Sr. Melissa 
Anna Letts
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September

Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

The 11th annual St. Vincent 
de Paul Friends of the Poor 
Walk/silent auction, 2 p.m. 
at All Saints Catholic School, 
4001 36 Ave. N.W., Norman. 
Doors open 1:30 p.m.

St. Patrick, OKC, annual par-
ish carnival 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.

October

Memorial of St. Therese of the 
Child Jesus.

Memorial of the Holy Guard-
ian Angels.

Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
(405) 358-3610, ccrprayers@
gmail.com.

Feast of Blessed Francis Xavi-
er Seelos.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
reconciliation prior to Mass. 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Mass 7 p.m. Call (405) 721-
8944, (405) 528-6252.

Archdiocesan Catholic Com-
mittee on Scouting and Camp 
Fire outdoor retreat, Oct. 5-7 
at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Youth Camp. 

Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter weekend Oct. 5-7, Cath-
olic Pastoral Center. Visit 
www.meoklahoma.org.

Catholic Women’s Pilgrimage 
to Okarche. Contact Novalyn 
Greff, novgreff@cox.net, (405) 
306-5024.

Feast of Bl. Marie-Rose Du-
rocher.

Feast of St. Bruno.

Knights of Columbus retreat 
at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter. Cost $20 pp. Contact Mi-
chael Zink at (405) 314-4120, 
Michael-the-j@cox.net.

Holy Trinity “Block” Party to 
help make compressed earth 
blocks 8 a.m. – Noon and 1 
p.m. – 4 p.m. Oct. 6, 13, 20, 
27, Norman. Contact Jim 
Armour at (469) 278-6659, 
jim@gospeloflifedisciples.org.

St. Benedict, 632 N. Kickapoo 
in Shawnee, annual carnival 
9 a.m. – 6 p.m. Garage Sale 
and pancake breakfast at 8 
a.m. 

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass at 9:30 a.m.; 
meeting follows. Contact Toni 
Harrelson, (405) 341-2199.

St. Francis of Assisi Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity of 
Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m., St. Anthony Hospital, 
1000 N. Lee. Contact (316) 
558-0422, billfull@cox.net.

St. Francis/Rosary School 
community 30th annual Ok-
toberfest 2:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. at 
1919 N.W. 18, OKC.

Meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
p.m., St. Philip Neri, Midwest 
City, for any Catholic layper-
son drawn to religious life. 
Call (405) 313-6611, (405) 
414-9407.

Feast of St. Denis and Com-
panions, Martyrs.

Feast of St. John Leonardi.

Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/conflict) meeting, 7 p.m., 
St. Ann Retirement Center 
community room. Contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt, (405) 567-
3404.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 

Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

Feast of St. John XXIII.

Catholic Women’s Activity 
Club meeting 11:30 a.m. in 
the patio room at Epiphany 
of the Lord, 7336 Britton Rd., 
OKC. Contact, Sharon Fern-
baugh (405) 721-2183.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m., St. John Ra-
phael House, Edmond. Con-
tact (405) 340-0691, Ext. 197, 
parishnurse@stjohn-catholic.
org.

Come and See weekend Oct. 
12-14 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
Shawnee, for single Catholic 
men ages 18-35 who may 
be considering a monastic 
life at St. Gregory’s. Contact 
Fr. Boniface at vocations@
monksok.org.

The altar society at St. John 
Nepomuk, Yukon, craft fair 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m. at 600 S. Garth 
Brooks Blvd.

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica, 
Noon-2:30 p.m., Rm. A/B, St. 
Charles Borromeo, 5024 N. 
Grove Ave. Contact (405) 635-
5665, jmmartinosb@yahoo.
com.
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together on taking care of the Catholics, and when 
the Catholic chaplain was deployed, I took care of 
all the liturgy and individual counseling,” he ex-
plained. “Since there is a shortage of Catholic chap-
lains in the military, we often were without a Catho-
lic chaplain, and when I 
retired, there wasn’t one. 
Now, the chapel is using 
other monks from Saint 
Gregory’s.”

Father McCool said he 
had the support of the 
abbey during his min-
istry, along with 
several people at 
Tinker, both Cath-
olic and Protestant, 
through the staff 
and some of the 
retired. 

Reflecting on his 
many years of ser-
vice, Father McCool 
said, “It is good 
to run into people 
years later who re-
member occasions 
of ministry. I felt I 
was helping a lot of 
people.” 

On June 3, Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen celebrated 
a special Mass to recognize Father McCool’s service. 
During his homily, Abbot Lawrence said, “On this 
occasion, I wish to thank you for your dedicated 

ministry as a priest in this very special community 
at Tinker AFB. The men and women in our armed 
forces, along with their families, have been comfort-
ed and strengthened and filled with the life of Christ 
through you. May you forever find great satisfaction 
in knowing that you have made a positive difference 
here through your steadfast presence and ministry.”

Most Rev. Timothy 
Broglio, Archbishop for 
Military Services, sent 
a special message to be 
read during Mass. 

In it, he said, “Thank 
you for unselfish and 
dedicated ministry. No 
one will ever document 
all the graces received 
and shared through your 
ministry, but the lives 
you touched always will 
reflect the presence of 
divine grace. The conclu-

sion of a pastoral assign-
ment is truly an occasion 
to look back with gratitude 
and to remember how the 
Lord has worked through 
you. It is never easy to 
serve in the military envi-

ronment, but you have persevered.” 
Father McCool now spends his time living at Saint 

Gregory’s Abbey, following their daily schedule and 
serving as the abbey’s librarian. Visitors are wel-
come.

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the Soon-
er Catholic.
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“Filled with the life of Christ”

to lay people has meant that the 
leadership once offered by the 
nuns must eventually be assumed 
by people whose formative expe-
riences are different from those 
of the nuns. They must dedicate 
themselves to deepening their 
understanding and commitment to 
the mission, through prayer, study 
and professional development. 

That process, while different 
from that of the nuns, neverthe-
less brings its own gifts. 
Lay people can bring 
different experiences of 
family or professional 
life, education, commu-
nity and commitment 
to the Church and the 
Gospel, carrying forward 
the mission of the organi-
zation with new energy.

Saint Gabriel’s is in 
Mound Bayou, a town 
which was founded 
by former slaves and which is 
the oldest all-black community 
in the country. The center was 
founded by the Sisters of Mercy 
in 1999 and was later staffed by 
the Franciscan Sisters of Chris-
tian Charity based in Manitowoc, 
Wisc. This year, the first African 
American executive director was 
named: Shakebra Young, a native 
of nearby Cleveland, Miss. She 
brings years of training in busi-
ness and human services, having 
previously worked at Sacred Heart 
Southern Missions in Walls, Miss. 
She also has a concern for moth-

ers and children, having written 
about her own experience as a 
single mother.

Young is joined by a number 
of other women, several of whom 
have worked at Saint Gabriel’s for 
a number of years. They operate 
several ministries: a thrift store, 
a sewing cooperative, an early 
childhood intervention program, 
outreach to seniors, a GED pro-
gram, and a computer lab for 
after-school use. They reach some 
11,000 people per year.

What is most striking 
about Saint Gabriel’s is 
that the staff there is root-
ed within the community 
they serve in ways unlike 
the sisters who preceded 
them. They are sisters in a 
different sense, not reli-
gious sisters, but sisters 
and neighbors whose home 
and family have roots in 
this region.

When the bishops gathered 
at Vatican II sought to paint a 
picture of the ways they saw the 
Church needed to adapt to the 
modern world, they described 
mission work as seeking to plant 
the seed of God’s word in new ar-
eas where ultimately those seeds 
would take root and grow in their 
own soil. 

Saint Gabriel Mercy Center is 
such a place. It bears the lega-
cy of the women religious who 
founded and tended it, but now it 
must grow on its own under the 
auspices of talented local women 
who seek to serve their neighbors.

continued from page 7

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

New this year, four staff mem-
bers were certified in CPR training 
as well as training on new Auto-
mated External Defibrillator (AED) 
machines for both the school and 
parish.

“Having CPR-certified employees 
is an extra measure we are tak-
ing to always be prepared,” Melby 
said. “If something were to hap-
pen, we want to be able to say we 
had the training and equipment 
to do our best for that person. The 
goal is to eventually have all of our 
teachers certified.”

For more information about 
Saint Mary go online to www.
stmarys-ok.org. To learn more 
about Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
go online to archokc.org/catho-
lic-schools-office. 

Charles Albert is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

Stan Melby, principal at St. Mary 
Catholic School in Lawton. Photo pro-
vided.

Shakebra 
Young

Fr. Patrick McCool, O.S.B., 
visits with Rod Chin (top) 
and the Volpe family during 
his retirement party. Photos 
Theresa Bragg.


