
Archbishop Coakley’s new pastoral letter, “Go 
Make Disciples! Building a Culture of Conver-
sion and Discipleship for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City,” was released on Jan. 25, the 
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul.

The letter, in English and Spanish, provides 

an overall guide for the archdiocese for the next 
12 years. The pastoral letter will be followed 
by more specific plans every few years that will 
help create priorities for parishes, schools, cler-
gy and laypeople.

Archbishop Coakley and chancery staff have 
organized several listening sessions to provide 
feedback that will refine the priorities and help 
implement them. Listening sessions will be in 

Guymon, Clinton, Enid, Lawton, Ardmore and 
Oklahoma City.
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Go Make Disciples

Archbishop Coakley releases new pastoral letter

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 16

Rose Day 
unites pro-

life advocates

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

“Every human life has inherent 
dignity and thus must be treated 
with the respect due to a human 
person. This is the foundation 
for the Church’s social doctrine, 
including its teachings on war, the 
use of capital punishment, eutha-
nasia, health care, poverty and 
immigration.”  - U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops

Hundreds of pro-life supporters 
will gather at the Oklahoma State 
Capitol on Feb. 6 for the 28th 
annual Rose 
Day.   

Pearl Sul-
lens of Saint 
Francis in 
Oklahoma 
City has been 
attending 
Rose Day for 
more than 20 
years. A long-
time member 
of the Archdi-
ocesan Coun-
cil of Catholic 
Women and former coordinator of 
their annual Rose Day Mass, she 
said attending Rose Day makes 
a difference to legislators and to 
women thinking about abortion. 

“God created all of us and those 
little babies are so innocent. I 
don’t care what anybody says, 
there is life at conception.”

Last year, she said a lady was 
carrying a sign that said her 
mother could have aborted her 
but chose to give her a chance at 
life. 

“These are miracles,” Sullens 
said. “If you attend Rose Day, you 
are making a difference.” 

Jen Bricker

Letter provides vision for diocese through 2030

By Judy Hilovsky 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 6

“I am committed to a life of 
ministry and that will not 
stop now”

Sr. Catherine Powers, C.N.D.

After 22 years of 
service at the Arch-
diocese of Oklaho-

ma City, Sister Catherine 
Powers, C.N.D., retired on 
Dec. 21. 

Sister Kay, as she is 
known, has spent 57 years 
of religious life in education. 
For the archdiocese, she 
served as Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools and later 
as Safe Environment Coor-
dinator. A first-generation 
Irish Catholic, she grew up 
in the Bronx, New York, the 
youngest of four children.

“My parents were born 
in Ireland and immigrated 
to the United States in the 
1920s. Because they 

wanted a quality education 
for their children, it was 
understood I was to go the 
Catholic school, which was 
right across the street. After 
graduating Saint Jerome’s 
elementary school, I went 
to Saint Jean Baptiste High 
School on 76th Street in 
Manhattan. And yes, I took 
the subway to school every 
day,” she said.

“There, I was fortunate 
enough to meet the Sis-
ters of the Congregation 
of Notre Dame who staffed 
the school. The sisters 
were great educators, but 
I was mostly attracted by 
their sense of commitment 
to their students. Besides, 
they were very down to 
earth and simply fun to be 
around! Upon graduation, 
I decided I wanted to be a 
part of such a dynamic reli-
gious community and so, in 
August 1959, I entered their 
novitiate in Bourbonnais, 
Ill.” 

After a two-year novi-
tiate, at age 19, she was 
sent to teach fifth, seventh 
and eighth grades in Saint 
Johnsbury, Vt. By 1969, 
she had taught in Saint 
Johnsbury, Conn., and 
New York City.

After receiving her degree Sr. Kay and Cristiana Ritchie-Carter 

SR. CATHERINE POWERS 
reflects 
on

LEGACY, 
    RETIREMENT

Download the pastoral letter
In English and Spanish

at archokc.org/2030 

See pages 7-10



A new year of dynamic speakers, faith and fellow-
ship await Catholic professionals at this year’s As-
sembly of Catholic Professionals.

Archbishop Coakley founded the group in Novem-
ber 2016 to more fully engage business and profes-
sional leaders in the many activities of the Church. 
Lisa McKelvey, donor relations coordinator for the 
archdiocese, said nearly 200 Catholic professionals, 
including clergy, were ACP members in 2018. 

The 2019 quarterly speaker series and luncheon 
starts with Bishop Steven Lopes of the Personal Ordi-
nariate of the Chair of Saint Peter on Feb. 7. Bishop 

Lopes will be followed May 9 by the vibrant Sister 
Rosemary Nyirumbe, a Ugandan nun who has helped 
thousands of young women suffering abuse in Afri-
can. On Aug. 1, Carolyn Woo, former president and 
chief executive of Cath- olic Relief Services, will 
address the assembly. 

The luncheons are 
held at the Downtown 
Petroleum Club in the 
Cotter Ranch Tower in 
Oklahoma City. The 
2019 speaking series 
ends Nov. 7 with Arch-
bishop Coakley’s “State 
of the Archdiocese,” 

which 
will be his first since 2016. 

Networking begins at 11 a.m. with 
lunch following. It ends before 1 p.m.

Sabrina Olay of Edmond, a mem-
ber of ACP, said the event features 
interesting speakers from around the 
world and provides opportunities to 
network and enjoy the fellowship with 
like-minded professionals. 

“I have really enjoyed my member-
ship in the Assembly of Catholic Pro-
fessionals,” Olay said. “It is an oppor-
tunity to meet and network with other 
Catholics who I otherwise wouldn’t 
have had the opportunity to meet. 
The speakers are first-class and have 
spoken on a wide range of topics that 
provide something for everyone regard-
less of his or her profession.”

Stacy Clark-Hurst of Oklahoma City, 
who works with Mussatto Holdings and 
attends The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, said “I enjoy the ability 
to network with fellow believers.” 

She said when needing a professional 
for a business or personal need, she’ll 
seek a recommendation from a Cath-
olic friend. She said she also enjoys 
listening to the inspirational speakers.

“I look forward to the opportunity 
to take something back with me that 
strengthens my walk with the Lord,” 
she explained. “I always do my best to 
never miss and even try to invite some-
one new. The encouragement I find 
from the series is very much appreci-
ated.”

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic. 
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a A Surviving Divorce 
class starts March 30 and 
will meet 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
each Saturday at St. Moni-
ca in Edmond. The 14-week 
program is for the newly 
separated and divorced, and 
people still struggling with 
issues many years later. It 
will help them answer their 
questions, restore hope and 
begin authentic healing. For 
more information and to reg-
ister visit stmonica-edmond.
org/divorce-ministry. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Mary, Virgin and Mother, 
you who, moved by the Holy 
Spirit, welcomed the word of 

life in the depths of your hum-
ble faith: As you gave yourself 
completely to the Eternal One, 
help us to say our own “yes” 
to the urgent call, as pressing 
as ever, to proclaim the Good 

News of Jesus.
Star of the new evangeli-

zation, help us to bear radi-
ant witness to communion, 

service, ardent and generous 
faith, justice and love of the 
poor, that the joy of the Gos-
pel may reach to the ends of 
the earth, illuminating even 

the fringes of our world.
Mother of the living Gospel, 

wellspring of happiness for 
God’s little ones, pray for us.

Amen. Alleluia!

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Jan. 27 – Confirmation, 4 p.m., St. John Nepomuk, Yukon
Jan. 29 – Celebrating Catholic Education Breakfast, 7 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC
Jan. 29 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Jan. 30 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8 a.m., St. Mary, Guthrie
Jan. 31 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Edmond
Jan. 31 – Senior staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Jan. 31 – One Church Many Disciples Wave 4 parish leadership orientation, 6 p.m., St. Joseph, Norman
Feb. 1 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Bishop John Carroll, OKC
Feb. 3 – TET Mass and celebration, 11:45 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
Feb. 5 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel at CPC
Feb. 7 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., St. James the Greater, OKC
Feb. 7 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals luncheon, 11 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC 
Feb. 8 – School Mass and classroom visits, 7:50 a.m., Cristo Rey OKC
Feb. 9 – TET Mass and celebration, 10 a.m., St. Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC
Feb. 10 – Archbishop’s Circle reception, 3 p.m., CPC

Join other Catholic professionals in 
2019 for faith, food, networking 

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

acp@archOKC.org
(405) 709-2745

www.archokc.org/acp

For more information 
or to register:

LAWTON – Saint Mary Catholic School 
has been awarded a grant from The 
Westerman Foundation in the amount of 
$10,000. The funds, along with a dona-
tion of 25 desktop computers from City 
National Bank of Lawton, will be used 
for an upgrade of technology and net-
working capabilities for the school.

“We recognize the value of technology 
in the classroom,” said Saint Mary Prin-
cipal Stan Melby. “With these new com-
puters and generous grant funds, we can 
continue to ensure that our students are 
career-bound and techno-
logically advanced.”

The Westerman Founda-
tion, based out of Florida, 
is a non-profit foundation 
committed to providing 
financial support to edu-
cational institutions with 
an emphasis on Catholic 
education, Christian-based 
organizations promoting 
family unity and values 
and programs providing 
assistance to the poor and 
abused. 

“We are so thankful to 
The Westerman Founda-
tion and CNB,” said Father 
Brian Buettner, pastor of 
Blessed Sacrament. “These 
upgrades will allow for 
even better security and a 
faster network, which will 
have a huge impact on fac-

ulty and students for years to come.”
Saint Mary is the region’s only ful-

ly-accredited Catholic school, serving 
Pre-K – 8th grades. The school strives to 
develop the whole student – mind, body 
and spirit – in a safe and supportive 
environment. As a Project Lead the Way 
Distinguished School, Saint Mary is one 
of Oklahoma’s top STEM schools. 

For more information about the school, 
go online to www.stmarys-ok.org or call 
(580) 355-5288.
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St. Mary receives technology 
grant, computers

CAMPAIGN GOAL RAISED TO DATE % GOAL

CHALLENGE GOAL $80,000,000 $75,167,903 94%

ARCHBISHOP COAKLEY’S LEAD GIFTS $20,000,000

$5,000,000

$8,535,000

$13,630,000

$10,950,000

$9,345,000

$15,350,000

$23,969,941

$2,287,511

$10,388,735

$16,151,611

$13,961,703

$283,955

$8,083,200

$41,247

120%

ROTHER MUSEUM & PILGRIM CENTER

10 WAVE 1 PARISHES

(Oct. ‘17 - Mar. ‘18)

29 WAVE 2 PARISHES

(Mar. ‘18 - Aug. ‘18)

34 WAVE 3 PARISHES

(Aug. ‘18 - Dec. ‘18)

31 WAVE 4 PARISHES

(Jan. ‘19 - May. ‘19)

COMBINED PARISH CAMPAIGNS

OTHER GIFTS ---- - - - -

46%

122%

119%

128%

3%

53%Parishioners at St. Joseph, Union City, participate in the RE Christmas Pro-
gram in December. Photo provided.

Foto de Daniel Helfer para CRS

crsricebowl.org/2019 
crsplatodearroz.org/2019 

Local Diocesan Contact

Jazmin Cogburn

JCogburn@archokc.org

(405)721-1415

Lenten retreat
The Benedictine OKC Oblates 

of Mount St. Scholastica Monas-
tery will host a retreat 9 a.m. – 
3 p.m. March 23 at Epiphany of 
the Lord in Bryce Hall, 7336 W. 
Britton Rd., OKC. The retreat, 
“Being Truly Alive: A Spiritual 
Path to Living Fully, Simply and 
with Meaning,” will be present-
ed by Judith Valente. Cost $25, 
lunch included. Register by 
March 20. A few scholarships 
available. Contact Judith Martin 
at jmmartinosb@yahoo.com or 
(405) 635-5665.

Archbishop Coakley and students from the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City participate in the 2019 March for Life in 
Washington D.C. Photos provided.

Health professionals needed
The St. Charles/McAuley Free 

Clinic at St. Charles Borromeo is 
seeking people with medical, nurs-
ing and other health related skills 
to provide care to the growing num-
ber of uninsured and underinsured 
individuals needing care. The clinic 
is planning to expand and will need 
more health professionals commit-
ted to serving the poor. Contact 
Margaret Phipps, pastoral associ-
ate, at (405) 789-4394, Fr. Tim Lus-
chen at (405) 789-0224 or Roberta 
Billy at (405) 607-0024.
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Official Pastoral 
Assignments

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Pastor

Rev. Robert 
T. Wood

On Sabbatical 
through June 
30, 2019

Administrator

Dcn. Charles 
L. Allen

Saint Mark the 
Evangelist, 
Norman

Effective Jan. 19

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Monsignor Don Kanaly’s career was 
marked by a keen sense of the need to 
serve those marginalized by society and 

his innovative views as to the importance of the 
laity. As a young man he rode the rails during the 
Depression and became acquainted with the life 
of the poor and destitute. This experience would 
profoundly shape his outlook on life and later his 
priesthood.

When he realized he was being called to serve 
the Church, the diocese sent him to Louvain in 
Belgium for his study. It was here that he was 
inspired by the philosophy and methods of Can-
on Joseph Cardijn who spoke of the see-judge-act 
understanding of social justice. As a seminarian, 
Don Kanaly believed this method to be tailormade 
for the United States. 

In 1938, Father Kanaly started the Young Chris-
tian Students movement, which brought about a 
number of rallies, parades and study conferences. 
The goal was to form faithful lay disciples who 
could transfer their zeal into making the world 
just. After the Second World War, the Christian 
Family Movement was introduced to strengthen 
the family unit with the enthusiastic approbation 
of Bishop McGuinness. As Father David Monah-

an once related, “YCS and CFM were the 
major bases of many of the most zeal-
ous Catholics during the McGuinness 
years.”  He also would serve as a prison 
chaplain where he befriended and bap-

tized a man who later 
was known as the actor 
Rory Calhoun. It was a 
friendship that lasted a 
life time.

Monsignor Kanaly 
would later become the 
pastor of Saint Patrick 
Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City where he 
would realize his dream 
of a church assembled 
physically by the com-
munity of believers such as the edifices he had 
seen during his European studies. Five hundred 
and fifty parishioners participated in the building 
of this unique structure. His time at Saint Patrick 
was not without controversy, however. Monsignor’s 
desire to close the school at the parish was not a 
popular decision as the majority of the parish fa-
vored keeping the doors open. It had been a finan-
cial drain and Monsignor Kanaly preferred to start 
a religious education model that was home-based. 
It made for an unpleasant situation as the pioneer 
in lay involvement was overriding his parish coun-
cil, which at that time was more than consultative.  

Serving the Church in various capacities after 
his departure from Saint Patrick, his innate kind-
ness and holiness continued to be evident and 
operative. Monsignor Don Kanaly left this life on 
March 16, 1995.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Monsignor Don Kanaly

Lovebird Special
Order by February 9th and receive 10% off!

RESERVE YOUR ORDER TODAY! 405-263-4465

ST. VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIAL

Kristy’s Flowers & Gif

DELIVERY CHARGES
Delivery Charge - $10.00

Minimum Delivery Limit - $15.00
Student Delivery - FREE

Check out our Facebook Page for pictures of our Love Bundles!
Delivery into Oklahoma City, Okarche, Piedmont, Yukon, El Reno, 

Kingfisher, Calumet, Loyal and surrounding areas

Your support changes the lives of our 
residents who live with disabilities...

Thank you!

Love Bundles
Hugs & Kisses - $15.00

Wild About You - $15.00

“Reel Love” Movie Theme - $20.00

Balloons
Balloon Bouquet - $25.00 +

Mylar Balloons - $5.00 each

Latex Balloons - $2.00 each

Roses
Single Rose/Paper - $15.00

Single Rose Vase - $20.00

Double Rose Vase - $25.00

Triple Rose Vase - $30.00

1/2 Dozen Roses - $55.00

Dozen Roses - $95.00

Rose & Lily Vase - $95.00

Located on the campus of the Center of Family Love
635 West Texas Avenue, Okarche, OK 73762

OPEN: Monday - Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Grants provide warm meals to 
homebound elderly citizens

The Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation awarded $53,400 in 
grants to 51 churches and orga-
nizations participating in Mobile 
Meals of Oklahoma County, in-
cluding six Catholic churches. 

The Catholic churches reported 

their volunteers provide nutritious 
meals, wellness checks and mean-
ingful contact to more than 140 
homebound senior citizens living 
in central Oklahoma who are un-
able to prepare their own meals. 

Grants were awarded to the fol-

lowing Catholic churches that pro-
vide meals through Mobile Meals 
of Oklahoma County: Epiphany 
of the Lord; Saint James; Saint 
Charles Borromeo; Saint Eugene; 
Saint Francis of Assisi; Saint Paul 
the Apostle.
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“Becoming the Man God Created 
You to Be”

Saint Eugene Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
City honored military veterans Jan. 6 and of-
fered each a chance to give back to their com-
munity by helping a non-profit group.

This inaugural effort, called the “Faith and 
Allegiance Initiative,” was organized by parish-
ioner John Wilson. He is a retired lieutenant 
colonel from the U.S. Air Force. He also is an 
administrator with the Oklahoma Department 
of Veterans Affairs where he works with mental 
health programs. Wilson first got the idea for 

the outreach about four months ago 
and presented it to parish officials. 

Wilson said the effort helps vets re-
adjust to civilian life.

“This provides vets a path of service 
and allows them to serve something 
bigger than themselves,” Wilson said. 
“Serving a bigger cause than them-
selves is what they experienced in the 
military.” 

Toward the end of each Mass, Wilson 
spoke to parishioners and asked veter-
ans as well as active military person-

nel, to stand for recog-
nition. He outlined the 
“Faith and Allegiance 
Initiative” and invited 
veterans, their families 
and others to Saint 
Eugene’s Ross Hall to 
meet representatives 
from various groups. 

Among the groups 
was the American 
Red Cross, which was 
represented by Garrett 
Blomquist, Rebecca 
McGary and Tony Hill. 
Each are veterans. The 
Red Cross is involved 
heavily in helping 
military families and 
veterans. They run a 
Hero Care Network, 
which provides emer-

gency communications and support to military 
medical facilities. 

McGary noted the Red Cross had done a 
clothing drive recently for homeless vets in the 
metro.

Hill estimated there are many vets on the 
street needing help.

He said vets volunteering with the Red Cross 
benefit from working with others who under-
stand the military and the jargon associated 
with the armed forces. 

“You’re never really out of the military,” he 
said.

Also represented was the Saint Eugene coun-
cil of the Knights of Columbus. Steve Nixon, an 
Army veteran, recommended the Knights for 
volunteer service. 

“There are a lot of vets out there, and pro-
grams like the Knights can help,” he said. The 
Knights of Columbus is a Catholic, fraternal 
service organization.

Janis Dozier, with Habitat for Humanity, said 
one retired vet visited her booth Sunday and 
was a retired homebuilder.

“That’s someone we can really use,” she 
said. Habitat is a non-profit organization that 
helps economically disadvantaged people build 
or improve a home. She said the group has 
built more than 900 homes in the Oklahoma 
City metropolitan area. 

Saint Eugene pastor Father Don Wolf said he 
enjoyed seeing vets visit the various booths. He 
said the groups provided an ideal opportunity 
for the former service members to serve and 
help their community. 

Other organizations that participated includ-
ed Catholic Charities, Heartline 211, Rufus the 
Comfort Dog, Saint Eugene Small Communi-
ties of Faith, Team Rubicon and the VA Health 
Care System Volunteer Services. 

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

St. Eugene veteran initiative offers hope, faith

Above: U.S. Army veteran Tony Hill 
volunteers for the American Red 
Cross. He said the group is heavily 
involved in helping veterans as well 
as active military and their families. 
Hill was part of St. Eugene’s Faith 
and Allegiance Initiative on Jan. 6.

Right: Koey Keylon, left, visits with 
John Wilson. Keylon handles Rufus 
the Comfort Dog, who interacts with 
people at events. Wilson is a retired 
U.S. Air Force lieutenant colonel and 
organized the veteran outreach at 
Saint Eugene, called the “Faith and 
Allegiance Initiative.” Photos Steve 
Gust/Sooner Catholic.

Fr. Larry 
Richards

Jason Evert

Fr. Roger 
Landry

Jon Leonetti

Father Larry Richards en-
tered into published writing 
with his 2009 book, “Be a 
Man! Becoming the Man 
God Created You to Be.”

Richards’s message, ongo-
ing still, comes to Norman 
for the 23rd annual “In the 
Father’s Footsteps” Oklaho-
ma Catholic Men’s Confer-
ence.

The event, titled “Building 
the Bridge Between Repen-
tance and Faithfulness,” is 
set for March 9 from 8:45 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Embassy Suites Conference 
Center and Hotel, 2501 Con-
ference Dr. in Norman.

Richards, a noted speaker, 
preacher, retreat master and 
author as well as the pas-
tor of Saint Joseph/Bread 
of Life Community in Erie, 
Pa., is among four featured 
speakers, highlighting a day 
of faith, renewal and evange-
lization.

He will be joined by Cath-
olic author and speaker 

Jason Evert, Father Roger 
Landry of Fall River, Mass., 
and popular Catholic ra-
dio host Jon Leonetti. The 
conference also will feature 
Steve 
Angrisano, 
a Catholic 
musician 
and com-
poser of-
fering his 
worship 
and praise 
talents.

“Our 
conference day will begin 
with a powerful examina-
tion of the lives we live – our 
challenges, temptations and 
obstacles,” said Ray Hae-
fele, conference director. 
“We’ll gain insights and tools 
throughout the day and 
move toward a clear vision 
of how to claim the lives 
we’re called to live; lives 
forged by the way and the 
truth, built upon bedrock 
values and placed in service 
to God, family and faith.”

Evert will open the confer-
ence with a message entitled 

“Porn Detox.” Richards will 
follow with, “Knowing God’s 
Mercy.” Following lunch, 
Leonetti will present his 
talk, “Back to the Basics – A 

3-Step Action 
Plan to become 
a Saint.” Fa-
ther Landry will 
close with his 
talk, “Coming 
to the Father 
by Faithfully 
following Jesus 
the Way, Believ-
ing Jesus the 

Truth, and Receiving from 
Him the Life He’s Received 
from the Father.”

Also available will be an 
opportunity for reconcilia-
tion and a Mass at the end 
of the conference celebrated 
by Archbishop Coakley.

Tickets are $59 if submit-
ted by Feb. 11; $69 there-
after, and includes break-
fast, lunch, beverages and 
afternoon snacks. There are 
discounts for younger at-
tendees: $29 for high school 
students; $39 for college 
students.

By John Helsley
For the Sooner Catholic

March 9
Tickets available at www.

catholicmen.net

Oklahoma Catholic Men’s 
Conference

St. Vincent de Paul in McLoud 
held an Epiphany party after 
Mass on Jan. 6 to celebrate the 
Feast of the Epiphany of the 
Lord. Photos provided.



Catholic Bibles are bigger because this is the 
will of God and the Church has reaffirmed this 
throughout the centuries. Some might ask, 
“What guided the magisterium toward this con-

clusion?” “What is the back-
ground to this decision?” In 
this column, my goal is to 
share some basic responses 
to these questions.

First, it is important to 
acknowledge that ancient 
Judaism, before the Chris-
tian era, was a multilingual 
and multicultural faith 

community, just like they are today. 
Here is a key quote from the Holy Scriptures: 

Acts 6:1 is an example of two main groups 
within Judaism: “At that time, as the number 
of disciples continued to grow, the Hellenists 
complained against the Hebrews because 
their widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribution.” The footnote to this verse in the 
NABRE, New American Bible – Revised Edition, 
is very informative on this verse. Here is part of 
that footnote, “The Hellenists … the Hebrews: 
the Hellenists were not necessarily Jews from 
the diaspora but were more probably Palestin-
ian Jews who spoke only Greek. The Hebrews 
were Palestinian Jews who spoke Hebrew or 
Aramaic and who may also have spoken Greek. 
Both groups belong to the Jerusalem Jewish 
Christian community.”

Some Jews were literate in Hebrew, some 
were literate in Greek and some were literate 
in Aramaic. Many were multilingual and spoke 
combinations of these languages.

The charge against Jesus, which was written 
on a placard and place over the head of Jesus 
on the cross, was an example of the multilin-
gual/multicultural environment in Jerusalem 

at the time. John 19:20-21, “Pilate also had 
an inscription written and put on the cross. 
It read, ‘Jesus the Nazorean, the King of the 
Jews.’ Now many of the Jews read this in-
scription, because the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city; and it was written 
in Hebrew, Latin and Greek.”

These details are important because we must 
rid ourselves of the lie that Jews only spoke 
Hebrew or that God only spoke Hebrew to 
them. God, the great communicator, always 
has spoken in all languages and to all cultures. 
The age-old, and futile struggle, for monolin-
gualism and monoculturalism is an intent to 
fit reality into “our own” personal, comfortable 
and limited “world” that only, and those like 
“us,” can control.

The Holy Scriptures do not cease to be God’s 
Word because they were faithfully translated 
to another language. We cannot limit God from 
communicating and inspiring truth to our fa-
vorite language.

While the majority of the Old Testament was 
inspired by God and written by Jews in Hebrew, 
it didn’t stop there. When the politics within 
Judaism led them to divide and split God did 
not take sides and leave with one group and 
abandon the other. As one group continued with 
Hebrew as their primary language the other 
group took on Greek as their language and their 
new experiences with God were inspired by God 
and written by men in Greek.

As time went on, we ended up with two Old 
Testaments. The Hebrew one had fewer books 
than the Greek one, but this was not a problem 
for them. If you went to Hebrew services in the 
synagogue you used the shorter version and if 
you went to the more common Greek services, 
you used the longer version of Holy Scriptures. 

Now, the key question is, “What did Jesus 

and the 
apostles 
use?” The 
simple 
answer is 
they used 
both, 
although 
they used 
one a lot 
more than the other. 

According to “Old Testament Quotations in 
the New Testament: A Complete Survey,” out 
of 340 quotations from the Old Testament that 
are found in the Gospels and the rest of the 
books of the New Testament, they found that 
307 of them are from the Greek Septuagint 
translation and only 33 quotations that are 
clearly from the Hebrew Masoretic Text. Thank 
You David Bercot for bringing these statistics 
to my attention!

So, the rest is simple. Jesus and the Apostles 
used the larger Greek Old Testament, and this 
is what was used when they were inspired by 
God to write the Greek New Testament. The 
Church recognized this as the will of God for us 
and has been celebrating since the 4th century 
46 books in the Old Testament and 27 books in 
the New Testament. We celebrate 73 books as 
inspired by God. These books lead us to God’s 
greatest revelation, his son and our savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

An easy way to remember that our bibles 
have 73 books is by remembering that both the 
number seven and the number three represent 
in the Holy Scriptures the idea of completeness 
and perfection. Our big Bible is a beautiful gift 
of God.
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The beauty of a complete, perfect Bible!

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

73 books inspired by God

continued from page 1

from Fordham University, she was 
sent to South Holland, Ill., to be the 
assistant principal of a school with 
1,500 students, grades 1-8. Sister 
Kay was principal of the junior 
high, which, at the time, had 400 
students. 

During the summers, she 
studied at Temple University in 
Philadelphia and earned a mas-
ter’s degree in educational ad-
ministration. Prior to coming to 
Oklahoma City, she was principal 
of inner-city schools in Manhattan 
and three different schools in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, where she 
spent 27 years. 

From 1992-1996, she was a full-
time member of her order’s leader-
ship team.

“That was such an enriching 
experience to see the many good 
works being done by our sisters in 
inner-city parishes, rural parishes, 
some of the reservations in South 
Dakota and Arizona as well as 
some of the border towns in the 
Diocese of Brownsville, Texas,” she 
said. 

Upon leaving the leadership 
team in 1996, she was asked by 
her provincial superior to interview 
for the position of Director of Edu-
cation/Superintendent of Schools 
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. 

“With some reluctance, I did 

come for the interview and much 
to my great surprise, was hired by 
Archbishop Eusebius Beltran. I al-
ways feel it was one of the greatest 
“yeses” I ever said to the call of the 
Lord as I have been 

very happy in my ministry here.”
Sister Kay served as superinten-

dent for 16 years and six years as 
Safe Environment Coordinator. 

“In spite of some stresses as 
superintendent, I really loved this 
ministry. My favorite thing was 
working with and supporting prin-
cipals and especially new princi-
pals to the Catholic school system. 
Along with that, I loved working 

with and training the members of 
our various school advisory coun-
cils. I truly believe that our schools 
are as strong as their leadership. 
If we have committed spiritual and 
academic leaders in our schools, 
we will have a strong Catholic 
school system,” Sister Kay said. 

Former superintendent Cristiana 
Ritchie-Carter agreed.

“I believe Sister Kay has men-
tored a lot of people to leadership 
and so many of the principals in 
place now have worked with her. 
My first year as principal was 
Sister Kay’s first, so I was a baby 
principal and she raised me. I 
think about her a lot. As a lead-
er she balances compassion with 
doing the right thing and doing 
what’s best for kids. The kids are 
always the priority. She has this 
grasp of understanding people and 
what they are going through and 
what they need. But, she is not 
afraid to hold people accountable 
to do the right thing and that’s all 
grounded in faith.”

Marcia Dubey, Sister Kay’s ad-
ministrative assistant for 15 years, 
recalled her fairness.

“She dealt with a lot of difficult 
situations, but she did it in the 
fairest way she possibly could. I 
think the people who worked for 
her and with her saw that and it 
just made everyone more confi-
dent in what they did. She had to 
work with a lot of different groups, 

including principals, pastors and 
religious education directors and 
she was able to make us want to 
work together as a team and she 
led that team well.”

During her tenure, Sister Kay 
helped open All Saints Catholic 
School in Norman, Saint Joseph 
Catholic School in Enid and Good 
Shepherd Catholic School for 
autistic children at Mercy. She 
also helped pull Mount Saint Mary 
Catholic High School from the 
brink of closing.

“We worked with the Mercy Sis-
ters and the board of trustees of 
the school and totally turned that 
school around. It is an enormous 
success story today.”

Both former co-workers agreed 
Sister Kay’s sense of humor 
helped.

“She has a great sense of hu-
mor, which, I believe, goes a long 
way in bringing people together,” 
Ritchie-Carter said. 

When asked if she was finally 
retiring, Sister Kay said, “for this 
month anyway!”

She already has told Superin-
tendent Diane Floyd to relay to 
principals that if they need any 
assistance with tutoring children 
or other projects, she’d be happy 
to help in any way she could.

“I am committed to a life of min-
istry and that will not stop now.”

Judy Hilovsky is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

Archbishop Emeritus Beltran, Sr. Kay 
and Archbishop Coakley
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ARCHBISHOP COAKLEY’S
pastoral letter

“Go Make Disciples!”
Building a Culture of Conversion and Discipleship 

for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
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“When we cooperate with God’s grace 
our efforts bear fruit.”

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

“I call you to be disciples 
and go make disciples”

Preface

“Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our 
Lord Jesus Christ!” (Gal. 1:3) 

It is with great joy I write you once again, the people 
of God in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. It has 
been five years since the publication of my previous 

pastoral letter, “Go Make Disciples.” Much has happened 
in the past five years, and there is much to celebrate. 

The purpose of this pastoral letter is to refocus the 
vision and consider what the Lord has been doing in our 
archdiocese and where the Holy Spirit is leading us over 
the course of the next few years. Our fundamental vision 
to “go make disciples” has not changed. We are called to 
be disciples; called to pursue holiness and mission; called 
to become saints. We are still called to evangelize, to be 
witnesses, and to live authentic lives as missionary dis-
ciples. After five years, we have greater clarity and align-
ment in our mission. 

“Go Make Disciples” set out three overarching goals – 
New Evangelization, Hispanic Ministry and Faith Forma-
tion.

We established an office for the New Evangelization and 
restructured the chancery to combine evangelization, 
catechesis and formation into a new secretariat that is 
aligned for greater collaboration and clarity of direction.

We have strengthened faith formation throughout the 
archdiocese, building on a solid foundation of education 
and catechesis established by the dedication of countless 
religious sisters and brothers, priests, lay teachers and 
catechists who have served tirelessly for generations. 

One of the most significant developments in recent 
years has been the tremendous momentum with our 
Hispanic Ministry. We acknowledged five years ago that 
we faced a challenge with the burgeoning Hispanic pop-
ulations in many of our parishes. This strategic priority 
led to an expansion of our Hispanic outreach and plans 
to build a beautiful shrine and church honoring Blessed 
Stanley Rother that will also help us minister to the grow-
ing Hispanic population.

We celebrate these accomplishments and acknowledge 
the undeniable signs of God’s grace and favor. We never 
would have accomplished these things without his divine 
assistance. God always takes the initiative. He awaits our 
response. When we cooperate with God’s grace our efforts 
bear fruit. Disciples – and the things they do in the world 
– are the “good fruit” coming from “good soil” that we read 
about in the Parable of the Sower in Matthew Ch. 13. 

We see countless examples of this good fruit through-
out the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. The core of this 
good fruit is strong Catholic families, in which parents 
are striving to raise children to be missionary disciples. 
The family is the first cell of society and of the Church, 
and one of the most important institutions for us to in-
vest in and protect. As Saint John Paul II reminds us, the 
family is the “domestic church.”

As we bear fruit, we must share it with our brothers 
and sisters. We have many examples of Catholics sharing 

their faith through works of mercy. Catholic Charities of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is recognized nationally 
for the ministries and assistance provided to Oklahomans 
in need throughout the archdiocese. Sister BJ’s Pantry is 
another shining light in our midst, serving more than 400 
homeless and hungry men, women and children every 
week with food, clothing, hope and friendship. 

In Okarche, The Center of Family Love, inspired and 
supported by the Knights of Columbus, has prospered 
with a commitment to serve the needs of the intellectually 
disabled and vulnerable adults through residential pro-
grams, a new Blessed Stanley Rother Chapel and voca-
tional centers. And, there are many more examples. 

The seeds of faith we have sown are producing an 
increase in the number of young men discerning their 
vocation in the seminary, and deacon candidate classes 
increase with every cycle. Through the new Catholic Con-
ference of Oklahoma, we are making a meaningful impact 
on public policy issues that are important to Catholics 
across the state in coordination with the Diocese of Tulsa. 

Years of prayer and dedication were rewarded in Sep-
tember 2017 with the beatification of Oklahoma’s own 
Blessed Stanley Rother. This momentous occasion 
marked a new chapter in the life of the Church in Okla-
homa and attracted Catholics and non-Catholics from 
around the world to celebrate the life and witness of the 
first U.S.-born martyr and parish priest ever beatified. 

As we grow in faith, our changing ministerial needs 
must be addressed as well. To address these shared 
archdiocesan needs and parish needs we have launched 
the first archdiocesan capital campaign, “One Church, 
Many Disciples.” Parish after parish has exceeded their 
financial goals and made plans to strengthen multiple 
ministries that will benefit many generations to come. 
The campaign has been so successful, that, in August, I 
established a new challenge goal that at the time of this 
letter we have every hope of reaching. We certainly have 
experienced God’s favor.

As I reflect on our abundant blessings, I am aware of 
our struggles and scandals as well. We are living through 
a time of crisis in our beloved Church due to recent 
revelations of sexual abuse and the abuse of power, and 
violations of trust by members of the clergy, the very men 
in whom we should be able to recognize the loving image 
of Christ the Good Shepherd. Such an evil betrayal un-
derstandably provokes anger, confusion and sadness. In 
these times when our faith may be shaken, we must turn 
to God and humbly rededicate ourselves to repentance 
and the pursuit of holiness. God has not abandoned us. 
He will always be faithful, even when we are not.

With all of this as the backdrop, I call on us as an 
archdiocese and as the Body of Christ to a renewed com-
mitment to authentic discipleship. We give thanks for 
the abundant harvest that God has brought forth in our 
archdiocese. It is my prayer that we continue to advance 
in a direction that bears abundant fruit in the coming 
years, even “thirty, sixty and a hundredfold.” I call you 
to be disciples and go make disciples! This is why we are 
here! This is our mission.

“Go Make Disciples! Building a Culture of Conversion 
and Discipleship for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City”

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Listening ses-
sions will be 
held in Guy-
mon, Clinton, 
Enid, Lawton, 
Ardmore and 
Oklahoma 
City.

Download the pastoral letter at archokc.org/2030.
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Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

¡Les invito a ser discípulos
y hacer discípulos!

Prefacio

“¡Reciban gracia y paz de Dios nuestro Padre y de Cristo 
Jesús nuestro Señor!” (Gal. 1:3)

Con gran alegría les escribo una vez más, el pueblo 
de Dios en la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City. Han 
pasado cinco años desde la publicación de mi previa 

carta pastoral, “Vayan y Hagan Discípulos”. Han pasado 
muchas cosas en los últimos cinco años, y hay mucho que 
celebrar.

El propósito de esta carta pastoral es reenfocar la visión 
y considerar lo que el Señor ha estado haciendo en nuestra 
arquidiócesis y hacia dónde nos lleva el Espíritu Santo en el 
transcurso de los próximos años. Nuestra visión fundamen-
tal de ir y hacer discípulos no ha cambiado. Estamos llama-
dos a ser discípulos; Llamados a perseguir la santidad y la 
misión; Llamados a ser santos. Todavía estamos llamados 
a evangelizar, a ser testigos y a vivir vidas auténticas como 
discípulos misioneros. Después de cinco años, tenemos 
mayor claridad y alineamiento en nuestra misión.

“Vayan y Hagan Discípulos” estableció tres objetivos ge-
nerales: Nueva Evangelización, Ministerio Hispano y For-
mación en la Fe.

 Establecimos una oficina para la Nueva Evangelización 
y reestructuramos la cancillería para combinar la evangeli-
zación, la catequesis y la formación en un nuevo secretar-
iado que está organizada para una mayor colaboración y 
claridad de dirección.

 Hemos fortalecido la formación en la fe en toda la ar-
quidiócesis, construyendo sobre una sólida base de ed-
ucación y catequesis establecida por la dedicación de in-
numerables hermanas y hermanos religiosos, sacerdotes, 
laicos y catequistas que han servido incansablemente 
durante generaciones.

Uno de los desarrollos más significativos en los últimos 
años ha sido el tremendo impulso con nuestro Ministerio 
Hispano. Reconocimos hace cinco años que enfrentamos 
un desafío con la creciente población hispana en muchas 
de nuestras parroquias. Esta prioridad estratégica condu-
jo a una expansión de nuestros servicios a la comunidad 
hispana y proyectamos construir un hermoso santuario e 
iglesia en honor al Beato Stanley Rother que también nos 
ayudará a servir a la creciente población Hispana. 

Celebramos estos logros y reconocemos las señales in-
negables de la gracia y el favor de Dios. Nunca hubiéramos 
logrado estas cosas sin Su ayuda divina. Dios siempre toma 
la iniciativa. Él espera nuestra respuesta. Cuando cooper-
amos con la gracia de Dios, nuestros esfuerzos fructifican. 
Los discípulos, y las cosas que hacen en el mundo, son el 
“buen fruto” que proviene de la “buena tierra” que leemos en 
la Parábola del Sembrador en Mateo 13.

Vemos innumerables ejemplos de este buen fruto en toda 
la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City. El núcleo de este buen 
fruto son las familias católicas fuertes, en las que los padres 
se esfuerzan por criar a sus hijos para que sean discípulos 
misioneros. La familia es la primera célula de la sociedad 
y de la Iglesia, y una de las instituciones más importantes 
para invertir en ella y protegerla. Como nos recuerda San 
Juan Pablo II, la familia es la “iglesia doméstica”.

Al dar fruto, debemos compartirlo con nuestros hermanos 
y hermanas. Tenemos muchos ejemplos de católicos que 
comparten su fe a través de obras de misericordia. Caridades 

Católicas de la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City es reconocida 
a nivel nacional por los ministerios y la asistencia que brinda 
a los habitantes de Oklahoma que la necesitan en toda la ar-
quidiócesis. La Despensa de la Hermana BJ (Sister BJ’s Pan-
try) es otra luz brillante entre nosotros, que atiende a más de 
400 hombres, mujeres y niños sin hogar y hambrientos cada 
semana con comida, ropa, esperanza y amistad.

En Okarche, El Centro de Amor Familiar (The Center of 
Family Love), inspirado y apoyado por los Caballeros de 
Colón, ha prosperado con el compromiso de atender las 
necesidades de los adultos con discapacidades intelectuales 
y vulnerables a través de programas residenciales, una nue-
va capilla dedicada al Beato Stanley Rother y centros voca-
cionales. Y, hay muchos más ejemplos.

Las semillas de fe que hemos sembrado están producien-
do un aumento en el número de jóvenes que disciernen su 
vocación en el seminario y el número de participantes en las 
clases para candidatos al diaconado aumentan con cada ci-
clo. A través de la nueva Conferencia Católica de Oklahoma, 
estamos teniendo un impacto significativo en los asuntos de 
política pública que son importantes para los católicos en 
todo el estado en coordinación con la Diócesis de Tulsa.

Los años de oración y dedicación fueron recompensados   
en septiembre del 2017 con la beatificación del Beato Stan-
ley Rother de Oklahoma. Esta ocasión trascendental marcó 
un nuevo capítulo en la vida de la Iglesia en Oklahoma 
y atrajo a católicos y no católicos de todo el mundo para 
celebrar la vida y el testimonio del primer mártir y párroco 
nacido en los EE. UU.

A medida que crecemos en la fe, nuestras necesidades 
ministeriales también cambian y deben abordarse. Para 
abordar estas necesidades compartidas de la arquidiócesis 
y la parroquia, hemos lanzado la primera campaña capital 
arquidiocesana, “Una Iglesia, Muchos Discípulos”. Parro-
quia tras parroquia ha superado sus metas financieras y 
han hecho planes para fortalecer múltiples ministerios que 
beneficiarán a muchas generaciones venideras. La campaña 
ha tenido tanto éxito, que en agosto establecí una nueva 
meta que en el momento de esta carta tenemos todas las 
esperanzas de alcanzar. Ciertamente hemos experimentado 
el favor de Dios.

Al reflexionar sobre nuestras abundantes bendiciones, 
también estoy consciente de nuestras luchas y escándalos. 
Estamos viviendo un momento de crisis en nuestra querida 
Iglesia debido a las recientes revelaciones de abuso sexual 
y abuso de poder y violaciones de confianza por parte de 
miembros del clero, los mismos hombres en los que debe-
mos poder reconocer la imagen amorosa de Cristo el Buen 
Pastor. Una traición tan malvada provoca comprensible-
mente ira, confusión y tristeza. En estos momentos en que 
nuestra fe puede ser sacudida, debemos volvernos a Dios 
y humildemente volver a dedicarnos al arrepentimiento y 
la búsqueda de la santidad. Dios no nos ha abandonado. 
Siempre será fiel, incluso cuando nosotros no lo somos.

Con todo esto como telón de fondo, yo los invito como 
arquidiócesis y como Cuerpo de Cristo a un compromiso 
renovado con el discipulado auténtico. Damos gracias por 
la abundante cosecha que Dios ha producido en nuestra 
arquidiócesis. Es mi oración que sigamos avanzando en 
una dirección que dé abundantes frutos en los próximos 
años, incluso “treinta, sesenta y cien veces”. ¡Les invito a ser 
discípulos y hacer discípulos! ¡Por eso estamos aquí! Esta es 
nuestra misión.

¡Vayan y Hagan Discípulos! Construyendo una Cultura de 
Conversión y Discipulado para la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City

Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Most books that describe someone’s conver-
sion to the Catholic Church focus solely on 
the events that led the author to the faith and 
to the Church. Brandon’s Vogt’s “Why I Am 
a Catholic” goes beyond this. Subtitled “And 

You Should Be Too,” 
the book is directed 
at those outside the 
Church and argues, 
in a most convincing 
way, that they should 
be Catholic.

Vogt is a degreed engineer, and his ideas are 
laid out with almost scientific precision. Each 
of his three main divisions is further broken 
down into three or four sections. Part I is titled 
“Catholicism is True,” and he defends this be-
lief with four sections that support this state-
ment: Because God Exists, Because We Need 
Religion, Because Jesus is God, and Because 
Jesus Started a Church. Section I and III have 
a similar layout.

Overall, Vogt argues that “in the Catholic 
faith,” there is a convergence of all things that 
are “true, good and beautiful.” This, he says, 
goes back to Socrates and other ancient philos-
ophers who held that the best reason to accept 
a belief is because it is true. He continues this 
with “If a belief is true, it’s almost always good 
and beautiful too,” and he explains that “these 
three qualities” are what “philosophers call the 
transcendentals.”

He says that these three things together are 
“like the three codes to a lock.” When all three 
codes are hit, the lock opens.

“That’s precisely what I found in Catholi-
cism,” Vogt writes, and that is why the tran-
scendentals are the focus of his book.

Vogt states clearly in his introduction that 
“This isn’t just a conversion memoir.” Address-
ing non-believers directly, he says that “Why I 
Am a Catholic” is “my appeal to you, why you 
should consider Catholicism yourself.”

He looks at many of the strongly held beliefs 
of non-Catholics. In “Catholicism is True,” 
“Because Jesus Left a Church, Not a Bible,” he 
tackles “sola scriptura,” the “distinctly Protes-
tant belief that the Bible is our sole, infallible 
religious authority.” 

In his well thought out, logical way, Vogt 
presents three things that refute “sola scriptu-

ra.” First, this concept is “self-refuting. No-
where in the Bible will you find the idea that 
the Bible is all we need for religious guidance.” 
Next, the Bible as we know it today “wasn’t for-
mally compiled until the fourth century.” The 
list of which books make up the Bible was de-
cided by Church councils, by the leadership 
of the Church, by something “outside of the 
Bible, namely, the authority of the Church.”

Lastly, Jesus did not leave anything in 
writing. Instead, he established his Church 
with the Apostles as its leaders.

Vogt’s reasoning is found everywhere in 
the book. Looking at the many young people 
who say they are spiritual but not religious, 
Vogt compares this to someone who would 
say he is “scientific but not into scientific 
laws and rule.” 

In Part III, Vogt shows that “Catholicism 
is Good” by providing the examples of saints 
like Lawrence, an early Christian martyr, as well 
as Damien of Molokai and Teresa of Calcutta. 
Pointing to the many universities and charities 
established by the Church, Vogt says that this 
is still more proof the 
“Catholicism is Good,” 
because it built West-
ern civilization. Not 
swayed by trends and 
passing fancies, the 
Church is steadfast 
and “offers true forgive-
ness of sins.”

In Part III, “Catholi-
cism is Beautiful,” the 
author tries to show 
what really only can be 
experienced: the phys-
ical beauty of Catho-
lic places of worship, 
especially the great art 
of the cathedrals and 
basilicas that house 
the masterpieces of 
DaVinci, Raphael, and 
Michelangelo. This 
beauty, he says, is “a 
pathway to God” and 
is something “which 
lifts us up,” always re-
minding us that we are 
created “imago dei,” in 
the image and likeness 
of God.

In his conclusion, Vogt offers a workable plan 
for anyone interested in exploring Catholicism. 
He recommends reading and provides a list 
of conversion stories including those of John 
Henry Newman, G.K. Chesterton and Thomas 
Merton. He also lists helpful websites such as 

catholic.com, hosted by Cath-
olic Answers. He says “The 
Next Steps” should involve 
visiting a parish, talking with 
a priest and ultimately joining 
an RCIA group.

He reminds his readers he 
“walked those paths” on his 
own journey to the faith that 
he found when he “opened the 
door of the Church.” Speaking 
directly and beautifully to those 
outside the Church, Vogt con-
cludes with “Today, that same 

door remains waiting for you, and it remains 
unlocked. You only need to come and knock.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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The habits of turning to God
Anamaría 

Scaperlanda  
Biddick 

For the Sooner 
Catholic

Why I am a Catholic: A plan for conversion
By J.E. Helm 

The Sooner Catholic

A few weeks ago, I read a nov-
el with an interesting premise: 
a woman wakes up from a head 
injury thinking she is 29 years 
old, completely in love with her 
husband, and pregnant with their 
first child. She is shy, preferring 
the close friendships she developed 
early in life: with her sister and 
her close friend from elementary 
school. But soon, she discovers 
that it is 10 years later. She is on 
the cusp of turning 40, with three 
children. The biggest surprise: she 
and her adored husband are in the 
midst of a messy divorce.

The remainder of the novel ex-
plores how the couple, Alice and 
Nick, slowly went from being wildly 
in love to treating each other with 
the utmost contempt. Alice thinks 
it must have been infidelity. Their 
love, she thinks, only could be 
destroyed by something huge. As 

her memories come back, however, 
she slowly realizes it was a series 
of small choices to treat each other 
with disrespect, prizing career, or-
ganization and another friendship 
over their marriage. These choic-
es became habits, and the habits 
created an increasing contempt for 
one another.

In “What Alice Forgot,” the au-
thor conveys not only how most 
marriages crumble or build, but 
also how virtue is developed: 
through our small, everyday ac-
tions. According to Blessed John 
Henry Newman, doing well in our 
daily actions well is the path to 
perfection and sanctity. His list in-
cludes such simple items as eating 
and drinking to God’s glory and 
waking up and going to bed at the 
appropriate times. He also incorpo-
rates turning one’s first thoughts 
to God, praying throughout the 

day, keeping out bad thoughts, 
and ending the day with a good 
examination of conscience. 

For this man who achieved a 
great degree of sanctity, it was 
done in living the small moments 
of his everyday life well. He began 
his day turning toward God, he 
made a daily visit to the Blessed 
Sacrament, he said the Angelus 
and Rosary devoutly, and he ended 
his day with a thorough exam-
ination of conscience. He spent 
his day turning toward God, and 
he finished his day by making an 
honest observation of his actions. 

How much could we improve 
if we implemented these simple 
actions! The Alice and Nick of the 
novel would have developed both 
a closer relationship with God as 
well as a closer relationship to 
each other. A thorough and honest 
assessment of their daily actions 

would have brought attention to 
the small ways they begin to show 
disrespect and disdain for each 
other, allowing them to be aware of 
and correct their bad habits before 
they grew to dominate the relation-
ship. They could begin to turn to-
ward each other with respect and 
love instead of turning away.

All of our moments are chances 
to turn toward what we love or to 
turn away. We can turn to God, in 
our words and in our deeds, or we 
can turn away. The habits of turn-
ing to God lead to holiness.

Eleven 
youth 

participated 
in Blessed 
Sacrament’s 
Las Posadas 
on Dec. 19 
in Lawton. 
(Front Row 
from left) 
Tilarrosa 
Medelin and 
Kodie Kirk; 
(Middle Row) 
Maci Mor-
gan, Madi-
son Isham, 
Modesto Schonchin, Eva Garcia, Ezekiel Little, 
Annette Sargent; (Back Row) Arlene Schon-
chin, Elaine Tillery and Ximenna Ricocornejo. 
Las Posadas is a musical re-enactment of 
when Joseph and Mary went door-to-door 
looking for a place for Mary to deliver Jesus, 
and through song, asks people to let them 
in their house. Chila Chavez was coordina-
tor. Mary and Joseph were played by Madi-
son Isham and Modesto Schonchin. Photos 
Jolene Schonchin/Sooner Catholic.



WASHINGTON – Vinieron de cerca y de lejos, 
e incluso de Australia, y se unieron en oración 
y unidos para defender la vida de otros en la 
reunión anual para jóvenes de la Arquidiócesis 
de Washington, celebrada el 18 de enero en la 
Arena Capital One de Washington.

La multitud de unos 18,000 era del área de 
Washington y de todo el país y se les unieron 
jóvenes adultos de Sídney, Australia en su 
camino hacia la Jornada Mundial de la Juven-
tud en Panamá.

El celebrante principal de la Misa, el arzobis-
po Christophe Pierre, el nuncio apostólico en 
los Estados Unidos, entró y salió del edificio 
sonriendo y saludando con una bendición para 
la animada multitud de adolescentes y adultos 
jóvenes.

Llegaron, dijo el arzobispo, para ofrecer un día 
de oración para proteger legalmente la vida de 
los niños no nacidos y por todos aquellos que 
son vulnerables en la sociedad, y también “para 
dar gracias a Dios por el regalo de la vida”.

“Queridos jóvenes, gracias por el testimonio 
de su fe católica, tanto ahora en la Santa Misa, 

en las calles de Washington, y más importante, 
cuando regresen a casa con sus familias y a 
sus vecindarios”, dijo.

Otros quince obispos concelebraron la Misa, 
entre ellos el presidente de la Conferencia de 
Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos, el 
cardenal Daniel N. DiNardo de Galveston-Hous-
ton y el arzobispo de Sídney, Australia Anthony 
Fisher, quien acompañaba a los peregrinos aus-
tralianos. Casi 175 sacerdotes también concel-
ebraron la Misa, con la asistencia de unos 30 
diáconos permanentes. Entre la multitud: unos 
500 seminaristas y 100 religiosas.

Al comienzo de su homilía, el padre Robert 
Boxie III, el vicario parroquial de St. Joseph en 
Largo, Maryland, dijo: “Ver este (sitio) lleno del 
Cuerpo de Cristo, veo hacia alla y veo esperan-
za para el futuro de nuestra iglesia y la espe-
ranza para el futuro de nuestro país. ¡Es una 
vista impresionante y hermosa!”

El arzobispo Fisher de Australia saludó a los 
jóvenes con un amistoso «¡buen día!” y en tono 
de broma agregó que es la forma australiana de 
decir: “El Señor esté con ustedes”.

Dijo que fue una gran alegría para él acom-
pañar a los jóvenes australianos en la Marcha 
por la Vida.

El australiano dijo que esperaba que algunos 
de los jóvenes presentes se convirtieran en sac-
erdotes o religiosas o en “esposos y padres de 
la próxima generación de cristianos ... Cualqui-
era que sea el plan de Dios para ti, debes saber 
que eres precioso a sus ojos”, desde el momen-
to de la concepción hasta la muerte, dijo.

La hermana María Juan, una religiosa de la 
Misericordia viajando desde Alma, Michigan, 
fue la maestra de ceremonias para el evento de 
los jóvenes, y al final de la misa, y observó que 
había muchos obispos y un gran número de 
sacerdotes, religiosas, religiosas y seminaristas 
allí. La multitud les dio un aplauso sostenido. 
Algunos de los jóvenes se pusieron de pie para 
indicar que estaban discerniendo una vocación, 
y ellos también fueron aplaudidos.

La hermana notó que “en la iglesia de hoy, 
estamos experimentando muchas pruebas”, 
pero agregó que, a lo largo de los 2,000 años 
de historia de la iglesia, “en esos momentos ex-
actos, Dios también resucita a grandes santos 
para que sean la luz entre la oscuridad”.

Ella agregó: “Recuerden siempre que Jesu-
cristo les está llamando a esto, la iglesia los 
ama y el mundo los necesita”.
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Se les agradece a jóvenes en la Misa por la 
Vida, por ser signo de esperanza

Por Mark Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

El Padre Cristóbal de Loera, Sor 
María Faulkner, y más de dos doce-
nas de jóvenes y sus acompañantes 
de la Parroquia Santiago Apóstol sa-
lieron el 20 de enero para la Jornada 
Mundial de la Juventud en Panamá. 
Foto suministrada.

El Obispo Ramos, Secre-
tario de la Conferencia de 
Obispos de Chile, respecto al 
libro de Alvaro (Damián) Mar-
full “La Fe durante el Caos” 
dice: “Valoro especialmente, 
el interés que manifiesta en 
ayudar a quienes están debil-
itados por 
las conse-
cuencias 
del tiem-
po que 
vivimos. 
Tam-
bién su 
claridad 
para 
recal-
car que 
todos 
tenemos el 
desafío de basar nuestra Fe 
en las enseñanzas que Jesús 
nos dejó, volver a ellas y 
transformar nuestra vida con 
Jesús en el centro”. El libro 
puede ser adquirido en las 
librerías “St. Thomas Moore” 
(Edmond), “Saint Joseph 
worker” (Norman) y en Ama-
zon.com.

Escritor(a) Independiente 
Bilingüe

El periódico arquidiocesano 
Sooner Catholic está buscando 
un escritor(a) independiente 
bilingüe que hable y escriba 
con fluidez tanto en inglés como 
en español. El escritor(a) con-
tribuirá con artículos y fotos 
sobre eventos y parroquias en 
toda la arquidiócesis. Se prefi-
ere a una persona con experien-
cia periodística. Comuníquese 
con Diane Clay al (405) 721-
1810 o dclay@archokc.org.

Las Biblias católicas son más grandes porque 
esta es la voluntad de Dios y la Iglesia lo ha 
reafirmado a lo largo de los siglos. Algunos po-
drían preguntar: “¿Qué guio al magisterio hacia 
esta conclusión?” “¿Cuál es el trasfondo de 
esta decisión?” En esta columna, mi objetivo es 
compartir algunas respuestas básicas a estas 
preguntas.

Primero, es importante reconocer que el ju-
daísmo antiguo, antes de la era cristiana, era 
una comunidad de fe multilingüe y multicul-
tural, tal como lo son hoy.

Aquí les ofrezco una cita clave de las Sagra-
das Escrituras: Hechos 6: 1 es un ejemplo de 
dos grupos principales dentro del judaísmo: 
“Por aquellos días, al multiplicarse los discípu-
los, hubo quejas de los helenistas contra los 
hebreos, porque sus viudas eran desatendidas 
en la asistencia cotidiana.” La nota a pie de pá-
gina de este verso en la Biblia de Jerusalén nos 
da mucha información sobre este verso. Aquí 
hay una parte de esa nota a pie de página, “Los 
«helenistas»: judíos que habían vivido fuera 
de Palestina, habían recibido alguna cultura 
griega, y disponían en Jerusalén de sinagogas 
particulares, en las que se leía la Biblia en 
griego. Los «hebreos» eran los judíos autóc-
tonos, hablaban el arameo, pero leían la Biblia 
en hebreo en sus sinagogas. Esta división se 
transfirió al interior de la Iglesia primitiva.” 

Algunos judíos sabían leer y escribir en 
hebreo, otros sabían leer y escribir en griego y 
otros sabían leer y escribir en arameo. Muchos 
eran multilingües y leían y hablaban combina-
ciones de estos idiomas.

La acusación contra Jesús, que estaba colo-
cada sobre la cabeza de Jesús en la cruz, era 
un ejemplo del entorno multilingüe y multicul-
tural en Jerusalén en aquel momento. Juan 
19: 19-20, “Pilato redactó también una inscrip-
ción y la puso sobre la cruz. Lo escrito decía 

así: ‘Jesús el Nazareno, el rey de los judíos.’  
Esta inscripción, que estaba escrita en hebreo, 
latín y griego, la leyeron muchos judíos, porque 
el lugar donde había sido crucificado Jesús 
estaba cerca de la ciudad.”

Estos detalles son importantes porque debe-
mos deshacernos de la mentira de que los 
judíos solo hablaban hebreo o que Dios solo 
les hablaba en hebreo. Dios, el gran comunica-
dor, siempre ha hablado en todos los idiomas y 
para todas las culturas. La lucha antiquísima 
e inútil por el monolingüismo y el monocultur-
alismo es un intento por encajar la realidad en 
“nuestro” mundo personal, cómodo y limitado 
que solo aquellos como “nosotros”, pueden con-
trolar.

Las Sagradas Escrituras no dejan de ser la 
Palabra de Dios porque fueron fielmente tra-
ducidas a otro idioma. No podemos limitar a 
Dios a comunicarse e inspirar la verdad solo a 
nuestro idioma favorito.

Si bien la mayoría del Antiguo Testamento 
fue inspirado por Dios y escrito por judíos en 
hebreo, no se detuvo allí. Cuando la política 
interna del judaísmo los llevó a fraccionarse y 
dividirse, Dios no tomó partido y se fue con un 
grupo y abandonó al otro. Como un grupo con-
tinuó con el hebreo como su idioma principal, 
el otro grupo tomó el griego como su idioma 
y sus nuevas experiencias con Dios fueron 
inspiradas por Dios y escritas por hombres en 
griego.

A medida que pasaba el tiempo, terminamos 
con dos Antiguo Testamento. El hebreo tenía 
menos libros que el griego, pero esto no era un 
problema para ellos. Cuando alguien partici-
paba en los servicios hebreos en la sinagoga, 
usaban la versión más corta y si participaban 
en los servicios griegos, que eran los más 
comunes en aquella época, usaban la versión 
más larga de las Sagradas Escrituras.

Ahora, 
la pre-
gunta 
clave es: 
“¿Qué 
versión 
usaron 
Jesús 
y los 
apóstoles?” La respuesta simple es que usaron 
ambas versiones, aunque usaron una mucho 
más que la otra.

Según el texto “Citas del Antiguo Testamento 
en el Nuevo Testamento: Una Encuesta Com-
pleta”, de las 340 citas del Antiguo Testamen-
to que se encuentran en los Evangelios y en 
el resto de los libros del Nuevo Testamento, 
encontraron que 307 de ellos son de la tra-
ducción Septuaginta griega y solo 33 citas son 
claramente del texto Masorético Hebreo. ¡Gra-
cias a David Bercot por traer estas estadísticas 
a mi atención!

Entonces, lo demás es sencillo. Jesús y los 
apóstoles usaron el Antiguo Testamento más 
grande escrito en griego, y esto es lo que se usó 
cuando fueron inspirados por Dios para escri-
bir el Nuevo Testamento en griego. La Iglesia 
reconoció esto como la voluntad de Dios para 
nosotros y ha estado celebrando desde el siglo 
IV 46 libros en el Antiguo Testamento y 27 
libros en el Nuevo Testamento. Celebramos 73 
libros como inspirados por Dios. Estos libros 
nos llevan a la mayor revelación de Dios, su 
Hijo, y nuestro Salvador, Jesucristo.

Una manera fácil de recordar que nuestras 
biblias tienen 73 libros es recordando que tan-
to el número siete como el número tres repre-
sentan en las Sagradas Escrituras la idea de 
algo completo y perfecto. Nuestra Biblia grande 
es un hermoso regalo de Dios.
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¡La belleza de una Biblia completa y perfecta!
73 libros inspirados por Dios

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

Un joven aplaude mientras asiste a una reunión juvenil provida y Misa en el Capital One Arena de Washington el 18 de enero, antes de la Marcha por la vida. 
Foto CNS/Gregory A. Shemitz.
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Briefs

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

While many of us have just 
finished crafting our New Year’s 
resolutions, we usually table our 
spiritual well-being until Lent. 
Then, the game plan plays out 
something like this: We approach 
Lent as if it were an activity on 
our to-do lists. Besides, Lent is 
over in six weeks. It’s not as if we 
are changing our lives ... Sound 
familiar?

What if, instead, you could be 
comfortable enough with Jesus, 
that his friends were your friends 
and you felt you would do any-
thing for him because you were 
confident that he always had 
your back? 

I propose a way to get the kind 
of results that will nurture your 
engagement with Jesus is to 
listen to Catholic radio! Don’t 
wait for Lent. Listen when you 
get in the car. Access the Simple 
Radio App or listen live online at 
www.okcr.org. Put in your ear 
buds and tune into an Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio broadcast in the 
doctor’s office or on the tread-
mill at the gym.

You will realize the satisfaction 
of cultivating a real friendship 
with Jesus that is everlasting 

instead of the momentary accom-
plishment of giving up candy for 
six weeks. You will become more 
at home using the language of 
that friendship, which is prayer. 
If spending an hour in prayer 
is daunting at first, spend that 
hour listening to an Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio program just as 
you would make time to watch 
your favorite television show. 
Find the program schedule on 
the website. You can pray and 
practice with people around the 
world during a Mass, praying the 
Rosary and learning the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet that are broadcast 
daily.

I would start with Father John 
Ricardo who hosts “Christ Is the 
Answer,” weekdays at 11 a.m., 
or Father Larry Richards who 
answers questions from listeners 
about evangelization on “EWTN 
Open Line,” on Thursdays at 2 
p.m. All Catholic radio programs 
provide some means of intro-
ducing you to a fuller, authentic 
relationship with Jesus.

Start Lent early or add a New 
Year’s resolution and listen at 
least one hour a day to Oklaho-
ma Catholic Radio! By Easter, 
I will be curious to hear if you 
have been able to “change your 
station (and) change your life.”

Free museum tour 
The Heritage Gallery at the Cath-

olic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway, presents “The 
Shepherd Cannot Run: A Retro-
spective on the Life of Bl. Stanley 
Rother.” The free exhibit is open 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day. Special tours arranged by 
calling (405) 721-5651, Ext. 141.

Suicide prevention training 
Did you know you can help save 

a life? Catholic Charities encour-
ages parishioners to participate in 
mental health awareness training. 
QPR is a free one-hour suicide 
prevention training that provides 
three simple steps to reach some-
one who may be feeling hopeless. 
Professional counseling also is 
available. Contact St. Joseph 
Counseling Center at (405) 524-
0969.

Suicide grief support group
A support group for those who 

have lost someone to suicide meets 
at St. Francis in OKC on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. in the Meerschaert House. 
The gathering is in a caring atmo-
sphere to remember loved ones. 
Call (405) 528-0485.

CPC daily Mass
Daily Mass is held weekdays 

at 11:30 a.m. in the St. Francis 
de Sales Chapel at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway. No Mass on days CPC 
is closed. 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha Honor 
Dance 

Save the Date! A powwow in 
honor of St. Kateri Tekakwitha will 
be July 6 in OKC. Details coming 
soon. 

The shrines of Italy
Join Very Rev. Boniface Copelin, 

O.S.B., and Richard Amend with 
St. Ann on a pilgrimage to the 
shrines of Italy Oct. 29 – Nov. 8. A 
special travel presentation will be 
at 7 p.m. Jan. 28 at St. Ann, 7501 
W. Britton Rd. Contact Richard 
Amend at (405) 721-0747 or mkt@
saintannretirementcenter.com. 

Celebrating Catholic Education 
Breakfast

The 2019 Celebrating Catholic 
Education Breakfast with Arch-
bishop Coakley will be 7 a.m. Jan. 
29 at The Petroleum Club in the 
John Nichols Room. Register at 
www.archokc.org/breakfast.

Auction dinner, dance
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School will host their 33rd 
annual auction dinner and dance, 
“Clancy in Wonderland,” at 6 p.m. 
Feb. 1 at the National Cowboy and 
Western Heritage Museum. The 
Alice in Wonderland themed event 
features a catered dinner, danc-
ing, and live and silent auctions. 
Proceeds benefit the Bishop Mc-
Guinness Work Grant Scholar-

ship program, track resurfacing, 
capital and curriculum needs. 
Tickets $125 pp; Must be age 21 
to attend. Reservations required. 
Limited seating. Purchase auction 
tickets at www.bmchs.org. Contact 
advancement@bmchs.org. 

Chili Bingo
St. Thomas More University Par-

ish in Norman will hold its annual 
“Chili Bingo” at 6 p.m. Feb. 2 at 
All Saints Catholic School. For 
tickets, contact Cathy Irwin at 
(405) 321-0990.

Pasta dinner
Knights of Columbus Council 

#10822 at St. Eugene, 2400 W. 
Hefner Rd. in OKC, will be hosting 
its annual pasta and homemade 
Italian sausage meatball dinner at 
5:30 p.m. Feb. 2. All profits benefit 
Friends of Bolivia medical mission 
in May. Tickets $10 adults, $5 
kids ages 5-12. Kids age 5 and un-
der free. Take-out available. Steve 
Chastain at (405) 470-2045.  

FUNraiser
Gospel of Life Disciples will have 

a FUNraiser Noon – 5 p.m. Feb. 2 
at 4113 S. Eastern Ave. in Moore. 
Indoor games, Asian cuisine, all 
ages invited. Raffle for a weekend 
getaway at the Raphael Cottage. 
Call (405) 312-1928.

Rose Day
The 28th annual pro-life rally 

will be at 11:30 a.m. Feb. 6 at the 
Oklahoma State Capitol. Pro-life 
advocate Jen Bricker will be the 
speaker. Advocates begin handing 
out roses at 9:30 a.m. 

Rose Day Mass, luncheon
The Archdiocesan Council of 

Catholic Women will sponsor a 
Mass at 7:30 a.m. Feb. 6 in the 
St. Francis chapel, 1901 N.W. 18, 
OKC. A brunch will follow before 
carpooling to the capitol. After 
Rose Day, the Catholic Conference 
of Oklahoma will host a lun-
cheon/training session on issues 
for Catholic Day at the Capitol 
at Catholic Charities, 1232 N. 
Classen Blvd. Contact Mary Ann 
Schmitt at (405) 650-9674.

Assembly of Catholic Profession-
als luncheon 

An Assembly of Catholic Pro-
fessionals luncheon is Feb. 7 at 
the Downtown Petroleum Club in 
OKC. The guest speaker is Bish-
op Steven Lopes. To register, visit 
www.archokc.org/asp or contact 
(405) 709-2745, acp@archokc.org.

Together in Holiness Marriage 
Conference

The Together in Holiness Mar-
riage Conference will be 11 a.m. 
– 6 p.m. Feb. 9 at St. Benedict in 
Broken Arrow. Childcare available 
for $5 per child. Bishop Konderla 
will speak along with Roland Mil-
lare and Patty Schneier. Register 
at https://forlifeandfamily.org/
events/th19-tok/.

Jobs Box
Youth evangelization coordina-
tor - Mustang

Holy Spirit, Mustang, is seeking 
a full-time coordinator of youth 
(grades 6-12) and young adult 
evangelization to organize efforts 
to evangelize and catechize youth 
and young adults. Visit holyspirit-
mustang.org or contact Dcn. Paul 
Lewis at (405) 376-9435.

Math teacher
Catapult Learning is looking for 

educators to provide part-time 
contracted instructional services 
with the educational expertise 
in high school-level mathematics; 
to diagnose learning skill deficits 
and deliver prescribed instruction-
al delivery methods as determined 
by the company; consult with 
school personnel to coordinate 
efforts in providing services to stu-
dents; communicate with parents 
on student progress. Applicants 
must hold a bachelor’s degree 
and current Oklahoma teaching 
certification in high school math-
ematics. Teaching experience 

preferred. Submit resume to Misty 
Slone at misty.slone@catapult-
learning.com.

RE director - OKC
Little Flower, OKC, is seeking 

a part-time religious education 
director. Must be bilingual. Should 
have experience as a director of 
religious education or minimum 
experience as a catechist for 3-5 
years in a Catholic church. Con-
tact Angelica at (405) 235-2037. 

HS maintenance/custodian - 
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking a full-time 
maintenance/custodian to work 
Tuesday through Friday 8 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m., and Saturday from 8 
a.m. - Noon. Duties include clean-
ing inside and outside of facilities, 
some minor maintenance, and 
supervision of student workers on 
Saturdays. Contact Dusty Dobbs 
at ddobbs@bmchs.org. 

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.
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January

National Catholic Schools 
Week.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, pota-
to.lang@gmail.com.

Feast of St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, priest and doctor of the 
Church.

The shrines of Italy pilgrim-
age meeting 7 p.m. at St. Ann 
Retirement Center, 7501 W. 
Britton Rd., OKC.

Celebrating Catholic Edu-
cation Breakfast 7 a.m. at 
Petroleum Club OKC, 100 N. 
Broadway Ave., Suite 3400, 
OKC. 

Feast of St. John Bosco.

Surviving Divorce program, 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at St. 
Mark, Norman. Contact Fer-
rella March, (405) 314-3757, 
OKdivorceministry@gmail.
com.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine at (405) 358-3610, 
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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To  The  Largest  

Cathol ic  

Brotherhood

February

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
(405) 528-6252.

BMCHS auction dinner, 
dance 6 p.m. at National 
Cowboy and Western Heri-
tage Museum, 1700 N.E. 63, 
OKC. 

Feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m.; meet-
ing following. Contact Toni 
Harrelson, (405) 341-2199.

Knights of Columbus Council 
#10822 pasta dinner 5:30 
p.m. at St. Eugene, 2400 
W. Hefner Rd., OKC. Take 
out available. Contact Steve 
Chastain, (405) 470-2045.

St. Thomas More University 
Parish Chili Bingo 6 p.m. at 
All Saints Catholic School. 
For tickets, contact Cathy 
Irwin at (405) 321-0990.

Gospel of Life Disciples FUN-
raiser Noon – 5 p.m. at 4113 

S. Eastern Ave., Moore. Indoor 
games, Asian cuisine, all ages 
invited. Raffle for a weekend 
getaway at the Raphael Cot-
tage. Call (405) 312-1928.

Feast of St. Ansgar.

Feast of St. Blasé.

St. Francis of Assisi Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity of 
Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m., St. Anthony Hospi-
tal, 1000 N. Lee. Contact (316) 
558-0422, billfull@cox.net.

Meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
p.m., St. Monica, Edmond 
(St. Ambrose Building) in Rm. 
105, for any Catholic layper-
son drawn to religious life. 
Call John or Mary McClernon, 
(405) 313-6611, (405) 414-
9407.

“Marriage Mondays” 7 p.m. - 9 
p.m. in Marian Hall, St. John 
Nepomuk, Yukon.

Feast of St. Agatha.

Feast of St. Paul Miki and 
Companions.

Rose Day pro-life rally 11:30 
a.m. at the Oklahoma State 
Capitol. Advocates begin 
handing out roses at 9:30 
a.m.

Assembly of Catholic Pro-
fessionals luncheon 11 a.m. 
Petroleum Club OKC, 100 N. 
Broadway Ave., Suite 3400, 
OKC. Contact (405) 709-2745 
or acp@archokc.org.

First Thursday Adoration, 
Noon - 3 p.m., with the Chap-
let of Divine Mercy at 2:50 
p.m. at St. Francis de Sales 
Chapel in the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center, OKC.

Feast of St. Jerome Emiliani.

Feast of St. Josephine Bakh-
ita.

Together in Holiness Confer-
ence 11 a.m. at St. Benedict, 
2200 W. Ithica St, Broken 
Arrow. 

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica, 
Noon - 2:30 p.m., Rm. A/B, 
St. Charles Borromeo, 5024 
N. Grove Ave. Contact (405) 
635-5665, jmmartinosb@
yahoo.com.
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Human rights advocates begin gathering as 
soon as the Capitol doors open. They meet with 
and distribute roses to their 
state senators and represen-
tatives. Red roses symbolize 
the sanctity of the unborn 
and their basic right to life. 

This year’s keynote speak-
er is Jen Bricker. Born with-
out legs, Bricker’s biological 
parents left her at the hos-
pital. She said the “hand of 
destiny” brought her an 
amazing adoptive family, 
who gave her one simple 
rule, “Never say the word 
‘can’t.’” As a child, Jen was 
obsessed with gymnastics, 
and her idol was gold-med-
alist, Dominique Moceanu.

Moceanu helped inspire 
Bricker to start competing 
herself. Seemingly against 
all odds, Jen went on to 
compete against able-bod-
ied athletes and became a 
state champion in power 
tumbling. As part of her 
amazing story, and as a 
twist of fate, Bricker later 
learned that Moceanu was 
actually her biological sis-
ter! (Read more about her 
story at http://jenbricker.
com/my-story.)

Bricker’s incredible story 
has been featured on multi-
ple shows, including 20/20 
and Good Morning America. 
She is currently living in 
Los Angeles and has add-
ed a successful speaking 
career to her list of accom-
plishments. She hopes to 
inspire and motivate others 
to believe that “Everything 

is Possible,” which is the title of her first book. 
Children and students are encouraged to 

attend Rose Day with a parent or school. 
Kedon Gumerson, a 13-year-old from Edmond 

and star of YouTube’s “Kid Cath-
olic,” has attended Rose Day, 
and said it is important for youth 
to be involved in the pro-life 
movement. 

“We were born into the culture 
of death, so we need to be the 
generation to change it,” he said. 
“We are kids. Kids are being 
killed every day. It is important 

for us to stand up for our peers.”
Mary Ann Schmidt, this year’s ACCW Rose 

Day Mass and breakfast coordinator, partici-
pates in Rose Day and also participated in this 
year’s “Walk for Life” in Washington D.C. 

“As a member of the National Council of 
Catholic Women, I feel it is imperative to follow 
our mission statement, ‘Be the voice of Catholic 
Women,’ and as such, use our collective voice 
to stand up for the sanctity of life,” she said. 
“We must show our legislators that this issue 
is a priority! I am proud to lend my voice.”

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Sooner Catholic16   January 27, 2019 

continued from page 1

Ph
ot

os
 C

hr
is

 P
or

te
r/

So
on

er
 C

at
ho

lic
. 

SANCTITY
OF

LIFEMass

Registration/rose distribution
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Rally, House chamber

11:30 a.m.
Oklahoma State Capitol
Speaker – Jen Bricker

(Bring roses)

Rose Day – Feb. 6

40 Days for Life
Every spring and fall, this 40-day campaign aims to 

turn hearts away from abortion and the culture of death 
through round-the-clock, peaceful prayer vigils out-
side abortion facilities. To get involved in the Oklahoma 
City vigil, contact Erika Martinez at 40days4life.okc@
gmail.com or (405) 615-7642. For the Norman vigil, con-
tact Connie Lang at (405) 249-1041 or jlang9@cox.net. For 
more information, visit https://40daysforlife.com.

Birth Choice
Don’t face your pregnancy alone! The dependable, re-

sponsible and well-trained volunteers of Birth Choice can 
help at six locations. Services provided include pregnancy 
tests, ultrasounds, medical care and many forms of com-
munity support, including housing and shelter through 
Rose Home. Contact (405) 631-4477 or visit www.birth-
choice.org.

Project Gabriel
Project Gabriel is a parish-based ministry supported by 

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. It 
is a confidential, compassionate ministry helping women 
struggling with unplanned pregnancies. Project Gabriel 
mentors engage and assist women in need of resources, 
supplies and emotional and spiritual support. There are 
ministries in Shawnee, Edmond and Oklahoma City. Con-
tact (405) 523-3012 or visit https://projectgabrielok.org.

Holy Innocents Chapel
Located at 6114 N.W. 63 in Warr Acres, the Holy Inno-

cents Chapel offers perpetual adoration of the Eucharist 
with the special goal of bringing about an end to abortion. 
To sign up as an adorer or to volunteer, visit the Holy In-
nocents’ Foundation at www.holyinnocentsokc.org.  

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City also offers several 
ways to become involved in supporting moms, babies and 
their families. Here are a few:

 Attend the annual Sanctity of Life Mass at the cathe-
dral; 
 Attend the annual Rose Day rally at the state capitol; 
 Contribute to the annual Mother’s Day collection ben-

efiting Birth Choice; 
 Become familiar with adoption and pregnancy services 

through Catholic Charities; 
 Learn about or attend Rachel’s Vineyard;
 Become a court appointed special advocate – no legal 

experience required;
 Become educated about the moral and theological 

sides of the issue;
 Support and get involved with the adoption movement;
 Ask about starting a Project Gabriel ministry at your 

parish.

For more information about family programs, contact 
the Office of Marriage and Family Life Ministry at (405) 
721-8944 or go online to https://archokc.org/family-life.

 
Compiled by Eliana Tedrow, a freelance writer for the 

Sooner Catholic.

Pro-Life ministries in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City


