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Go Make Disciples

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Archdiocese blesses site, 
breaks ground on Blessed 

Stanley Rother Shrine

continued on page 8

Photo Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

Some of the most 
sought-after Catholic 
speakers and musicians 
will be in Oklahoma City 

on Dec. 7 to join Archbishop Coak-
ley for an inspiring day of celebra-
tion and formation. 

The Archdiocesan Convocation 
will include the release of Arch-
bishop Coakley’s pastoral plan for 
the next 10 years for the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City - “Vision 
2030: Building a Culture of Con-
version and Discipleship.”

The event is free. Register before 
Dec. 5 and lunch will be provided. 
Register at archokc.org/convoca-
tion. 

The event is in downtown Okla-
homa City at the Cox Convention 
Center from 8:45 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 
The event will conclude with Mass 
at 4 p.m. celebrated by Archbishop 
Coakley.

The national leaders speaking 
at the event are Jeff Cavins, who 
published The Great Adventure 
Bible series and Kevin Cotter with 
Amazing Parish. They will be 

National Catholic speakers 
coming to OKC Dec. 7

continued on page 16

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

The U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops Fall 

General Assembly was held 
Nov. 11-13. Find results, 

resources and presentation 
information at usccb.org.

OKLAHOMA CITY – Archbish-
op Paul Coakley broke ground 
Sunday, Nov. 3, for the Blessed 
Stanley Rother Shrine in south 
Oklahoma City. He was joined 
by Oklahoma City Mayor David 
Holt, Archbishop Emeritus Euse-
bius Beltran, Tulsa Bishop David 

Konderla, Little Rock Bishop 
Anthony Taylor, Abbot Lawrence 
Stasyszen and nearly 2,000 
priests, deacons and lay faithful. 

 During the ceremony, Arch-
bishop Coakley blessed the cor-
nerstone of the shrine and the 
ground where the future main 
altar will be located. He then 
processed with the bishops and 
priests to bless the area where 

Blessed Stanley Rother will be 
entombed in the chapel.  

 “What we are about to con-
struct here we are building 
for the honor and glory of God 
whose goodness, whose holiness, 
whose faithfulness, whose mercy 
shown through the life of Father 
Stanley Rother,” Archbishop 
Coakley said during his homily. 
“It is God who we glorify as God 

reveals himself in the lives of his 
holy ones. We do all of this as 
we do all things for the glory of 
God and for our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.” 

 The $40 million shrine at S.E. 
89 and Shields Boulevard is the 
signature element of the first-ev-
er capital campaign for 
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a Rosary for Life - OKC 
Sr. Maria, parishioners at 
St. James and community 
members gather every morn-
ing at 11:30 a.m. to pray the 
Rosary at 1240 S.W. 44 at 
the corner of S.W. 44 and 
Blackwelder Avenue near the 
abortion center. Anyone can 
participate. 

aDaily Mass is held week-
days at 11:30 a.m. in the St. 
Francis de Sales Chapel at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Express-
way. No Mass on days CPC is 
closed. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

I would like to invite you to join me for a first-of-
its-kind event in our archdiocese. The Vision 2030 
Archdiocesan Convocation is being held at the Cox 
Convention Center on Saturday, Dec. 7. 

What’s a convocation? The word means, a “calling 
together.” I am calling together leaders and the faith-
ful from across the archdiocese as we celebrate our 
Catholic faith and present our pastoral plan, Vision 
2030. You may not be familiar with what a convo-
cation is and why you would go to one, so I want to 
share a few thoughts. 

Let me begin by saying that the convocation will 
have a tremendous lineup of speakers. Participants 
will be energized, edified and encouraged in their 
faith! It will include Jeff 
Cavins, who will be our 
first keynote speaker. He 
is the author of the Great 
Adventure Bible Timeline. 
And, Andre Regnier who 
is the founder of Catholic 
Christian Outreach in Can-
ada. Many of you may have 
experienced the impact of 
“CCO,” the Bible study and 
discipleship resources that 
are being used in parishes 
all over the archdiocese. 
Andre is the original author 
of that resource.

Additionally, Dianne 
Davis is coming from 
ChristLife Ministries from 
Baltimore. Christlife is a 
national Catholic evange-
lization organization that 
is utilized in parishes all 
over the country. We also 
have Kevin Cotter from The 
Amazing Parish coming as 
one of our keynote pre-
senters. Finally, we have a 
nationally-known Catholic 
Christian recording artist, Josh Blakesley, who will 
be providing music and leading us in worship.

Why a convocation, and why should you go? First, 
a convocation, by definition, is a large formal assem-
bly of people. It isn’t like any other event that we may 
have in the archdiocese from time-to-time. This is a 
special gathering, called together for a specific pur-
pose. I am calling the convocation for us, and inviting 
all priests, deacons, lay staff and leaders in parishes, 
school principals and teachers, parish staff and even 
volunteers with various ministries –- RCIA program, 

youth ministry, chil-
dren’s catechesis, social 
ministries, lay cate-
chists, volunteer cate-
chists, etc. 

I would be delight-
ed if every parish sent a 
delegation – 10, 20, even 30 people from some of our 
larger parishes.

Secondly, at this event, I will be releasing publicly 
for the first time our new Vision 2030 Pastoral Plan. 
It has been a significant undertaking putting this 
plan together. It is the fruit of prayerful discernment, 
research, regional gatherings and listening sessions, 

strategic planning, conver-
sations and meetings with 
key leaders around the 
archdiocese. 

The plan has been over 
two years in the making. 
Now, it is time to share it 
with the rest of the archdi-
ocese. This pastoral plan ar-
ticulates the pastoral direc-
tion for our archdiocese for 
the next 10 years, leading 
us to the year 2030. This 
has been a grace-filled time 
for the archdiocese in many 
ways. This plan builds on 
all that has gone before.

And third, at the end 
of the convocation event 
during the closing Mass, I 
will re-consecrate the arch-
diocese to Mary. Specifical-
ly, I want to place the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City 
under the patronage of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, Star of 
the New Evangelization. 

This event is going to be a 
significant spiritual moment 

for our archdiocese as we turn to Mary and ask her 
to be a guiding light in these coming years. We seek 
her ongoing intercession as we are being formed as 
missionary disciples and witnesses to her Son, Jesus 
Christ.

I hope to see you at the Vision 2030 Archdiocesan 
Convocation. Please come!

This will be an uplifting day of celebration, inspi-
ration, formation and dedication. I hope you will join 
me on Saturday, Dec. 7, at the Cox Convention Cen-
ter for the Vision 2030 Archdiocesan Convocation.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Join me for a Catholic 
celebration Dec. 7!

Lord, we thank you
for the goodness of our 

people and for the spirit of 
justice that fills this nation.

We thank you for the 
beauty and fullness of 

the land and the 
challenge of the cities.

We thank you for our work 
and our rest, for one another, 

and for our homes.
We thank you, Lord:

accept our thanksgiving 
on this day.

We pray and give 
thanks through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.
Amen

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

A RC H D I O C E S A N   CO N VO C AT I O N  
December 7, 2019 

Cox Convention Center 

VISION 2030 
Building a Culture of Conversion and Discipleship 

Archbishop Coakley cordially invites you  
to an uplifting day of celebration, inspiration, formation, and 

dedication as he releases the Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan: 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 

Located at the Cox Convention Center 
the Archdiocesan Convocation 

will be held from 8:45am-4:45pm with Mass at 5:00pm 
 

Keynote Speakers are Jeff Cavins and Kevin Cotter 
Joined by Guest Presenters Andre Regnier and Dianne Davis 

Music led by Josh Blakesley 
 

Additional Information and online registration available at 
www.ArchOKC.org/convocation 

For information by phone call 405-709-2723 
 

Free Event Includes Lunch! 

Archbishop  
Paul Coakley 

Keynote Speaker 
Jeff Cavins 

Keynote Speaker 
Kevin Cotter 

Music by 
Josh Blakesley 

Nov. 17 – Mass for Feast of St. Andrew Dung-Lac, 11 a.m., St. Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC
Nov. 19 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 19 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Nov. 19 – CPC all staff meeting, 12:30 p.m., CPC
Nov. 19 – Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Nov. 19 – Thanksgiving reception for religious sisters, 4:30 p.m., Archbishop’s residence
Nov. 20 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., St. Charles Borromeo, OKC
Nov. 21 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee Meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
Nov. 21 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Nov. 21 – Senior Staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Nov. 22 – Dedication of Holy Savior Church, Wichita, Kan.
Nov. 24 – Mass with college students, 5 p.m., St. John University Parish, Stillwater
Nov. 26 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Nov. 27 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Nov. 28-29 – CPC offices closed for Thanksgiving
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Questions and answers about the permanent diaconate
With Deacon Norm Mejstrik

Bishop McGuinness receives 2019 Values Driven 
Award of Excellence

Lori Hopkins, Cognia, presents Andrew Worthington with 
the Cognia 2019 Values Driven Award of Excellence on Oct. 
30 at the 2019 Midwest Region Fall Conference in Chicago. 
Photo provided.

Q. What is the permanent 
diaconate?

A. The permanent diaconate is a rank 
in the hierarchy of the Church. When a 
deacon candidate receives the Sacrament 
of Holy Orders, he is imprinted with an in-
delible mark that configures him to Christ, 
particularly to serve as a living icon of 
Christ the servant. A deacon is ordained to 
serve God’s people in ministries of charity, 
word and liturgy in communion with the 
bishop and his priests. To prepare for this 
life in service, men who are at least age 31 
are formed in a four-year program that is 
designed to help the candidate mature in 
human, spiritual, intellectual and pastoral 
areas.  

Q. What is diaconal service?

A. Deacons are ordained by the bishop 
and are assigned to serve under the super-
vision of the pastor. While most deacons 
are visible to the congregation during the 
liturgy and sacraments or in their role as 
teacher, their primary call is one of service 
through charity. They are called to bring 
Christ to those in need and to bring those 
in need to Christ.  

Q. What five qualities are 
expected in those interested in 

the diaconate?

A. As many men mature in faith, they 
recognize qualities in themselves that are 
required for serving in the permanent 
diaconate. They maintain a close, person-
al and intimate relationship with Christ 
through a life of prayer, sacraments and 
sacrifice. Each one knows and recognizes 
that he is called because he knows what 
God is asking of him. They are obedient to 
their bishop and the pastors they serve. 
They willingly put aside their preferenc-
es, conveniences and comforts to accom-
modate the needs of the pastor and the 
greater good of the congregation. Once or-
dained, a deacon must be accountable for 
his actions at all times and in all places. 
They are configured to Christ in the role 
of servant and seek to serve and not to be 
served. He is humble. He knows that all 
comes from God and goes to God.  

Catholic men between ages 30-59 who 
are interested in becoming a deacon can 
contact their pastor to discuss attending 
an information session: Nov. 18 at 7 p.m. 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center; Nov. 19 at 
7 p.m. at Saint Mary in Clinton; or Dec. 10 
at 7 p.m. at Saint Joseph in Norman.

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School was awarded the 2019 Values Driv-
en Award of Excellence, making the school 
Oklahoma’s only Cognia, formerly known 
as AdvancED, recipient of the award. 

Andrew Worthington, assistant principal 
of curriculum, testing and 
admissions, accepted 
the award Oct. 30 
during the Mid-
west Region Fall 
Conference in 
Chicago.

“This 
recognition 
affirms the 
school’s 
mission to 
‘light a path’ 
both spiri-
tually and 
academically 
in the lives of 
the young men 
and women we 
serve,” Principal 
David Morton said. 
“Bishop McGuinness is 
first and foremost a Cath-
olic school that seeks to educate 
all students who want instruction rooted 
in Christ that is rigorous and inclusive. 
Programs and curricula are responsive 
and tailored to the academic needs of stu-
dents as they chart their individual paths 

to reach their potential. Our teachers do 
exceptional work in delivering this cus-
tomized instruction. They strive for contin-
ual student improvement, and they have 
a growth mindset focused on positively 
impacting every student that enters the 

classroom.” 
Cognia is a nonprofit school 
accrediting agency that 

conducts rigorous, on-site 
reviews of educational 

institutions and pro-
vides continuous-im-
provement resources 
and support to 
education leaders 
across the globe to 
ensure all learners 
realize their poten-
tial. 
Lori Hopkins, 

Cognia regional di-
rector, stated, “Cog-

nia’s values resonate 
when describing Bishop 

McGuinness, as the school 
connects with its stakehold-

ers in an effort to improve. The 
school’s mission illustrates it stands for 

the learner.” 
Principal Morton said BMCHS is proud 

to be recognized for providing exemplary 
education for its students that prepares 
them for postsecondary success.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The Very Reverend Laurence Smyth was 
an Irish immigrant whose perseverance, 
holiness and sense of humor made him 

one the pillars of the early Church in Oklahoma. 
Father Smyth studied for the priesthood in 

Ireland and served for two years in England 
after his ordination in 1854. Itching to serve as 
a missionary, he departed for Arkansas in 1856. 
Becoming a pastor in Fort Smith, he was as-
signed as part of his duties, the Indian Territory. 
His activities spanned the years of 1862-1877, 
with a primary concern being the soldiers at 
Fort Arbuckle.

However, he sought Catholics wherever they 
were and as the Katy Railroad pushed further so 
did his drive to administer the sacraments. Re-
cords indicate he celebrated baptisms at Chero-
kee Town (just east of Pauls Valley). 

His desire to serve the Irish railroad workers 
was legendary. While visiting a railroad con-
struction camp just south of the Red River, a 
section gang was present that had not made 
their Easter obligation. He persuaded them (with 
more than a little blarney) that he would appre-
ciate their input as to the job they had done on 

the Indian Territory side. He had no facul-
ties in Texas so when they crossed the 

bridge he sat in the middle and per-
suaded each man to confess his sins 

before he would let 
them cross. While 
unorthodox, he 
was effective.

With the ordina-
tion of his brother 
Michael in 1868 
(who would build 
the first church 
building in the 
Territory at Atoka) 
and his appoint-
ment as missionary 
to Indian Territory, 
Father Laurence’s 
sojourns became 
less frequent. He 
continued to serve 
as pastor in Fort 
Smith and went on 
the build the glorious Immaculate Conception 
Church in 1898. 

Upon his death in 1900, a parishioner offered 
this tribute: “His non-Catholic friends knew 
and loved him as a brave soldier of the cross. 
His heart was too great to admit anything but a 
generous love of his fellows. … His love for the 
suffering was not limited by creed or nationality 
and all felt his generous sympathy.”

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Very Rev.
Laurence Smyth

Red Mass
Archbishop Coakley celebrated the 
annual Red Mass to honor legal 
professionals Oct. 24 at St. Francis 
of Assisi in Oklahoma City. Following 
Mass, legal professionals heard from 
Michael Scaperlanda, chancellor for 
the archdiocese. Photos Cara Koenig/
Sooner Catholic.
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Archbishop Coakley seeks 
formation of Serra Club to 

bolster vocations
This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

What is your 
home parish?
My home 

parish is Saint 
Francis of Assisi in 

Oklahoma City.

What seminary do you attend?
I attend Conception Seminary Col-

lege in Missouri.

If it is God’s will, what year will 
you be ordained a priest?

I will be ordained a priest in 2026 at 
the earliest.

What advice would you give to 
someone discerning a call to the 
priesthood?

I recommend keeping an open mind, 
even if you are fairly sure about your 
vocation. After all, God speaks to us 
when we least expect it. This brings me 
to my other piece of advice: listen. Find 
some time for silent contemplation 
with God, away from the daily distrac-
tions. This allows the Lord to bless you 
with thoughts that point to the direc-
tion to which he desires you to go.

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest?

The thing that excites me most about 
the priesthood is the ability to serve 
the people of God by administering the 
sacraments. Sacraments are the ways 
in which we physically witness the 
graces of God, and it is with this ap-
pealing duty of the priest that makes 
me feel called to this vocation.

Name one thing that every Catho-
lic needs to know.

I believe the most important thing 
that a Catholic must know is the real-
ity of the real presence of Jesus Christ 
in the Blessed Sacrament. Throughout 
my life, I have found that the easiest 
way to find God is to go and see him in 
the physical, tangible way in which he 
manifests himself to us. In the semi-
nary, I am blessed with so much time 
to adore Christ in the Eucharist and 
make my love for him more perfect, 
hoping to one day reflect on the per-
fect, unconditional love he has for me.

Why choose a life of sacrificial 
love?

Choosing a life of sacrificial love is a 
special type of selfless love; a love that 
Christ urges each and every one of us 
to strive for.

Rendon 
Chambers

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
okcvocations.com

At the request of Archbishop Coakley, a 
Serra Club is organizing in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City to help create and sustain a 
culture of vocations. 

Serra is an official lay apostolate of the 
Catholic Church. The organization takes its 
name from recently canonized Saint 
Junipero Serra, who is famous for 
establishing the missions in 
California in the 1700s. 

The Serra Club’s mis-
sion is to foster new 
vocations to the priest-
hood and religious 
life and to affirm and 
support existing vo-
cations. A Serra Club 
does this through 
a combination of 
prayer, service and 
fellowship. Such a club 
could greatly assist the 
work of the archdiocesan 
vocations office. They are 
organized by geographic areas 
within the diocese and often cover 
many parishes.

A Serra Club is made up of practicing lay 
Catholic men and women who meet at least 
once a month at Mass to pray specifically for 
vocations. Clubs can have anywhere from 25 
to more than 150 members. The new Serra 
Club for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
will meet on the third Tuesday of the month 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway in Oklahoma City. 
The monthly event will include a one-hour 
meeting followed by Mass in the Saint Francis 

de Sales Chapel and lunch in the refectory.
The monthly program will include a speak-

er or presentation focused on vocations. In 
addition, members commit to individual prayer 
for vocations on a regular basis. This can be 
a weekly or monthly rosary; an hour spent in 

Eucharistic Adoration; “spiritually adopt-
ing” a seminarian to give encourage-

ment through cards, letters, vis-
its at seminary or even dinners 

in the home; and prayer for 
the vocations director. 

To support and affirm 
existing religious voca-
tions, clubs often host 
appreciation events or 
dinners for priests and 
sisters in the diocese. 
In addition, a Serra 

Club often serves as a 
kind of unofficial support 

staff to the vocations office 
that the vocations director 

can call upon for help with 
various projects.

Serra Club dues support vocations 
efforts internationally and within the United 
States. For example, Serra has developed a 
website with more than 25 programs that can 
be tailored to a specific diocese or even a par-
ish by the vocations director (www.serraspark.
org). In the United States, Serra offers on-site 
training to groups of parishes who seek to 
form parish vocations ministries. In addition, 
conventions are held internationally, national-
ly and regionally where members from various 
clubs come together for education and inspira-
tion in their vocations work.

For more information on the Serra Club in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, contact 
Karen Kenworthy or Sara Brown at serraokc@gmail.com. 

Serra club co-founders Karen Kenworthy and Sara Brown are pictured with their husbands Ken and Steve 
along with Director of Seminarians Fr. Tim Fuller (left) and Vocations Director Fr. Brian Buettner. Photo 
provided. 
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The Central Region Con-
ference of Catholic Women 
sponsored the Shawnee 
Stained Glass Tour on Oct. 
18. The first stop was St. 
Gregory’s Abbey for a tour 
and spiritual reflection 
from Fr. Boniface Copelin, 
O.S.B. The group also vis-
ited the OBU Raley Chapel 
and Emmanuel Episco-
pal Church and finished 
the day at St. Benedict 

with a presentation from Fr. Schwarz. For more 
information about the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women, contact Alissa 
Patterson at (405) 831-3018 or crccwinfo@gmail.com. Photos Theresa Bragg and 
provided.

Pilgrimages
Oberammergau Pilgrimage

Join Fr. Scott Boeckman on a pilgrimage May 
23-31, to experience the dramatic and inspir-
ing Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany. 
It has been presented every 10 years since the 
mid-1660s in thanksgiving for being spared the 
ravishes of the plague. The pilgrimage includes 
visits to Lucerne and Engelberg, Switzerland; 
the fairy tale Neuschwanstein Castle in Bavar-
ia, Germany; Salzburg, Austria, and Munich, 
Germany.  Visit www.travelillume.com/trc/
ttv to register. Contact Judi Wilkinson at (405) 
751-7115, Ext. 115, or jwilkinson@steugenes.
org.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Petra 
Experience the biblical and cultural sites 

of the Holy Land and Petra, Jordan, with Fr. 
Don Wolf, May 24-June 4. Cost $4,437 pp. 
Deposit $300. Includes roundtrip airfare from 
OKC, four-star hotels, open buffet breakfast 
and dinner daily, mass daily, tours, entrance 
fees and more. Feel the Bible come alive while 
visiting all the holy sites and the archaeological 
gardens from the 1st century. Renew wedding 
vows at Cana, take an unforgettable boat ride 
on the Sea of Galilee in a replica of the wooden 
boat, renew baptism vows at the river Jordan, 
soak in the Dead Sea, tour Petra, Mt. Nebo, 
Madaba and so much more. Contact Mariam 
Daly at (405) 596-7086.

Pilgrimage to Berlin, Prague and Austria
Fr. Carl William Janocha and Fr. Danny 

Grover will lead a pilgrimage to Berlin, Prague 

and Austria; also featuring the Passion Play 
of Oberammergau, Sept. 21-Oct. 2. The trip is 
$4,599 pp, including airfare from OKC, four-
star hotels, most meals and more. Sites in-
clude Berlin, Dresden, Prague, Cesky Krumlov, 
Salzburg, Munich, Oberammergau featuring 
the Passion Play produced every 10 years, and 
Frankfurt. The people of Oberammergau have 
put on the Passion Play since the time of the 
plague when it passed over their valley and 
they have been giving thanks to God. Sign up 
for this truly beautiful, historic, faith-filled 
journey to the areas of the Bavarian country-
side of Europe. There will be opportunities to 
visit the Berlin cathedral, the remains of the 
Berlin Wall, old town Prague, the birth place 
of Mozart, and the fairy tale Neuschwanstein 
Castle. Contact Fr. Janocha at (405) 640-4934, 
frcarj@gmail.com.

 
Passion Play trip to Oberammergau

Join Fr. Ray Ackerman, St. John in Edmond, 
on an 11-day classical Austria and Germany 
trip May 19, including first class admission 
to the Passion Play of Oberammergau in the 
Bavarian Alps for the 387th performance. Call 
(405) 340-0691, Ext. 109. Tour arrangements 
by Nawas International Travel. Roundtrip air-
fare from OKC to/return Frankfurt.

 
Pilgrimage to Eastern Europe

Right Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., 
K.C.H.S., will host the Splendors of Eastern 
Europe pilgrimage featuring the Passion Play of 
Oberammergau May 13-24. Visit Prague, Bu-

dapest, Vienna, Salzburg, Oberammergau and 
Munich. Cost $4,329 pp from OKC, includes 
roundtrip airfare, first class/select hotels, ho-
tels/guesthouses in Oberammergau, first class 
admission tickets for the Passion Play, most 
meals and comprehensive sightseeing with an 
English-speaking guide. For a brochure and 
more information, contact Abbott Lawrence 
or Theresa Bragg at (405) 878-5490, abbot@
monksok.org, tabragg@monksok.org.

Pilgrimage to Portugal, Spain, France
Join Fr. Aaron Foshee on a pilgrimage to Por-

tugal, Spain and France, featuring Santiago de 
Compostela, Sept. 25-Oct. 6. Visit the shrines 
of Our Lady and the saints in these vibrant 
countries. Contact (580) 332-4811. 

Best Shrines of France Pilgrimage
Join Fr. Carson Krittenbrink on an all-in-

clusive pilgrimage Oct. 5-16. Explore France’s 
beautiful Catholic shrines on this cross-coun-
try pilgrimage. From small villages in the South 
of France to Paris. See magnificent shrines and 
churches and learn of the lives of; St. Berna-
dette, St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Veronica and 
Zaccheus, St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, St. 
Therese of Lisieux and St. Catherine Labourne. 
Cost is $5,024 pp from Oklahoma City. The 
pre–tour to Lisbon and Fatima is Oct. 2-6. For 
more information or to register, visit www.pil-
grimages.com/frkrittenbrink/, call 206 Tours 
at (800) 206-TOUR(8687) or e-mail Kather-
ine@206tours.com, Danielle@206tours.com or 
Alexandra@206tours.com.

The Shawnee 
Knights of Colum-
bus assisted the 
F7 Work Activity 
Center, replac-
ing light bulbs, 
adjusting and 
replacing ceiling 
tiles, fixing doors 
and assisting with 
several projects. 
F7 is a non-profit 
recycling center 
that provides jobs 
for intellectually 
challenged adults. 
Photo provided.

All Saints Day 2019 at St. Rose of 
Lima in Perry. Photos provided.

Parishioners at Sts. Peter 
and Paul in Hobart play 
games at the Oktoberfest 
2019 celebration. Photos 
provided.
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Jobs Box
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
executive director

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City seeks an executive director for 
the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine. 
This position is responsible for the 
operation and sustainment of the 
shrine, which is currently under 
construction in Oklahoma City. 
Duties include leading the planning 
and execution of all business and 
operational aspects of the shrine; 
providing executive leadership for 
lay employees and contractors sup-
porting the shine; strategic plan-
ning for the facilities, programs, re-
source development and outreach; 
serving as the assistant secretary of 
the board of directors for the shrine 
corporation as a non-voting mem-
ber; and promotion of pilgrimages 
and other activities that will take 
place on the campus. The suc-
cessful candidate will be a faithful 
Catholic who is active in their par-
ish life and forms their life around 
the teachings of the Church. They 
will possess a bachelor’s degree 
from an accredited institution of 
higher education (a master’s degree 
in business or other discipline us-
ing analytical processes preferred); 
five years in executive leadership 
with complete financial responsibil-
ity; demonstrated ability to provide 
oversight to staff and volunteers. 
Experience in shrine leadership 

is preferred. Bilingual in Spanish 
strongly preferred. Send inquiries 
and resumes to nlargent@archokc.
org.

Substitute teacher - Kingfisher
A long-term substitute teacher 

is needed immediately for a com-
bined 3rd and 4th grade classroom 
at Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 
School in Kingfisher. An Oklahoma 
teaching certificate required; ex-
perience preferred. Contact Joana 
Camacho, interim principal, (405) 
375-4616 or principal@stspet-
erandpaul.org.

Mother’s Day Out positions
The Mother’s Day Out program 

at Christ the King is hiring for full-
time and part-time positions. Must 
be able to communicate and work 
well with children and adults. All 
employees must complete safe 
environment training and a back-
ground check. Contact director 
of children’s formation, Margaret 
Tunell, at margaret@ckokc.org. 

Development, administrative 
assistant

Willow Pregnancy Support is 
seeking a full-time development 
and administrative assistant to 
help manage the administrative 
office and handle duties for upper 
management. The ability to mul-

titask is essential in this position. 
The ideal candidate for this job is 
resourceful, a good problem solver 
and organized. The role includes 
large-scale fundraising initiatives, 
working with board members and 
building relationships with donors, 
staff and volunteers. The candi-
date should be familiar with CRM 
nonprofit software, donor databas-
es and other fundraising technolo-
gy. Experience in fundraising and 
bachelor’s degree required. Send 
resume to mclark@willowpregnan-
cy.org.

Catapult teachers needed
Catapult Learning works in part-
nership with the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City to provide instruc-
tional intervention services to stu-
dents, while coordinating efforts 
with school personnel and confer-
encing with parents and teachers. 
We have various positions avail-
able, such as teachers, counselors 
and instructional coaches. Visit 
catapultlearning.com/careers to 
learn more or search for Catapult 
Learning on Indeed. 

Senior director for social 
services

Catholic Charities is seeking a 
senior director for social services 
to direct activities of family sup-
port services, homeless services, 

refugee resettlement and disaster 
services while acting on a consul-
tant basis to other departments 
with case management services. 
Master’s degree in a behavior-
al science, preferably in social 
work, a must; three to five years 
of experience in social services to 
individuals and families; one year 
of supervisory experience; fluency 
in Spanish and English preferred; 
combination of education and rel-
evant experience also considered. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
Christy Knotts at cknotts@ccaokc.
org.

Pre-K aide 
Bishop John Carroll in Oklaho-

ma City is looking for an aide to 
join the pre-school team. A prac-
ticing Catholic is preferred, but 
dedication to living a Christian 
lifestyle a must. The position sup-
ports the Pre-K teacher. The aide 
must be able to build rapport with 
the staff and families of the school 
community. Full-time with bene-
fits. Additional stipend available 
for gifted and talented certification 
or experience. Send resume and 
brief statement expressing inter-
est to Principal Tim McFadden at 
principal@bjccs.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

Pushing back against evil
Making Sense of Bioethics

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

During a recent speech in Tex-
as, I mentioned that “Drag Queen 
Story Hours” are being sponsored 
by local public libraries across the 
country. Toddlers and kids are 
brought in and placed in front of 
cross-dressing men who read chil-
dren’s stories to them, stories that 
encourage them to reject funda-
mental gender differences between 
males and females. The LGBTQ 
agenda, I also noted, is being 
energetically promoted to upend 
and rewrite public school curricula 
even for kindergarten and pre-
school-aged children.

During the Q & A after the talk, 
one of the parents in attendance, 
with a measure of frustration in 
his voice, asked what the aver-
age person can do to push back 
against the seemingly endless 
expansion of error and evil in our 
society.  

His question is a common one.
I usually reply by saying that we 

cannot yield to discouragement 
over the apparently widespread 
moral decline around us, nor 
dissipate our personal energy in 
worry and anxiety about the state 
of the world. Instead, we need to 
recognize how God has entrusted 
to each of us a small garden that 
he asks us to tend. If we tend that 
plot well, he will extend the reach 
of his grace in ways we cannot 
foresee or imagine, and we will 

contribute to stemming the tide of 
error and evil well beyond the lim-
ited confines of our particular plot.

This implies that each of us has 
different responsibilities, depend-
ing upon our particular state in 
life, our commitments and our 
employment and family situations. 
By attending carefully to those 
responsibilities and conscien-
tiously tending our gardens, the 
air around us can indeed begin to 
change.

A true story I recently heard 
brought this lesson home in a 
powerful way. 

A woman, facing complex health 
issues, felt a strong impulse one 
morning to pray for her oldest 
son while she was confined to her 
bed. He lived far away in a large 
metropolitan area and worked in 
his spare time for a ride-sharing 
company.

Later that day, her son called 
home, and she mentioned that she 
had felt the need to pray for him 
earlier. “That’s interesting,” he 
replied, “because I had something 
unusual happen today.” 

He told her about picking up a 
pregnant woman with two young 
children. After greeting them, he 
looked at his phone and started 
driving. The address on his screen 
subconsciously caught his atten-
tion; meanwhile the woman was 
speaking to someone on her phone 

in the back seat. After several 
minutes of thinking about the 
address, the young driver sudden-
ly realized where they were head-
ed: the local Planned Parenthood 
abortion clinic. 

He decided to make a couple of 
wrong turns to buy some time so 
the woman would finish up her 
phone conversation. When she 
kept on talking, he pulled the car 
over and brought it to a complete 
stop. As she paused her conver-
sation, he turned and said to her, 
“I’m sorry but I have to let you 
know that because of my religious 
beliefs, I simply cannot take you 
where you are going. I will return 
you to where I picked you up and 
refund your fee.” The woman was 
surprised, but seemed to under-
stand, and he drove her and her 
three children back to the pickup 
point.

That young driver made an 
intentional decision, within the 
confines of the particular garden 
God had given him to cultivate, to 
push back against a present evil 
he became aware of. 

Another person of lesser deter-
mination might have said, “Who 
am I to get involved in this per-
son’s choices?” Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” He recognized, however, 
that he was already unwittingly in-
volved, and that each of us, in fact, 
is our brother’s keeper. He was 

concerned about a neighbor and 
her little family gathered in the 
back seat of his car. He knew he 
could not be party to the wrongdo-
ing she seemed poised to carry out 
against her unborn child. 

We don’t know what happened 
after he dropped her off. Maybe, 
sadly, she just ordered another 
ride. Maybe, however, she recon-
sidered her choice. Any time we try 
to do what is right and push back 
against evil, any time we seek to 
act with resolve on behalf of what 
is good and true, new options open 
up, the air changes around us, 
and we contribute to renewing our 
world.

That’s what each of us can do as 
we take care of our own garden.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doc-
toral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Mass., and serves as the director of 
education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.
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continued from page 1

the archdiocese, “One Church, Many Dis-
ciples.” The site will include a 2,000-seat 
church, a chapel where Blessed Stanley 
Rother (ROW-ther) will be entombed, an 
education building, an event space and 
several areas designated for shrines and de-
votion. The site will be developed over time.

 “Today was the groundbreaking for the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine in South 
OKC!” Mayor Holt posted on Twitter. “This 
is a very ambitious project honoring an 
amazing person, and I can’t wait to come 
back for the dedication!” 

Along with the Spanish colonial-style 
church – which will be the largest Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma – an additional ele-
ment will be a museum and pilgrim center, 
which will be an additional $5 million. The 
center will welcome thousands of visitors 
each year to an experience that leads them 
through the life, witness and martyrdom of 
Blessed Stanley.

The church will host many large dioce-
san events and will help accommodate the 
growing Hispanic population whose parish-
es are significantly overcrowded.

Under the leadership of Archbishop 
Emeritus Eusebius Beltran, Blessed Stan-
ley’s cause for canonization was opened 
in 2007. Pope Francis recognized him as a 
martyr in 2016 and his Rite of Beatification 
took place Sept. 23, 2017, in downtown 
Oklahoma City with more than 20,000 peo-
ple in attendance.

Blessed Stanley is the first martyr from 
the United States and the first U.S.-born 
priest to be beatified.

The design architect for the project is 
Franck & Lohsen Architects in Washington 
D.C. They are supported by local architec-
tural firm ADG. The general contractor is 
The Boldt Company in Oklahoma City with 
Cooper Project Advisors serving as the own-
er’s representative.

To learn more about the Blessed Stanley 
Rother Shrine, to see photos or to watch a 
video of the groundbreaking ceremony, go 
online to archokc.org/shrine.

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic.

Photos 
Chris Porter, 
Diane Clay, 
Avery Holt/

Sooner Catholic, 
Tom Maupin and 

Fr. Aaron Foshee.
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4.5” poinsettia (1 bloom plant) - $10.00 each
6.5” poinsettia (3 bloom plant) - $20.00 each
8” poinsettia (2 plants per pot) - $28.00 each
10” poinsettia (4 plants per pot) - $35.00 each

Pot Cover Colors: Red, Green, Gold, Silver, White and Holiday Print (Assorted styles)

 

Featured Poinsettia Specials
Grown with love especially for you by our residents

PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY 
Please email giftshop@cflinc.org or call 405.263.4465.

WE OFFER DELIVERY STATEWIDE!

When you purchase from us, you are changing the lives of our residents 
who live with intellectual and physical disabilities. Thank you!

Come visit us!

16” Wreaths - $24.99 
Traditional Door Swags - $19.99

Garland - Starting at $3.99
Poinsettias - Starting at $10.00

Available
November 25th

Please order centerpieces  
by December 15, 2019.

You’reInvited! 
Join us for our holiday open 

house on December 7, 2019!

P.S. Don’t forget to pre-order fresh 
wreaths, garlands, poinsettias and 
centerpieces made with love just for 

you by Shelly and her friends! 

Call 405.263.4465 to order today!
Your support this Christmas changes lives for

individuals with disabilities at the Center of Family Love!

Kristy’s Flowers & Gif

St. Patrick in Anadarko 
held their annual Hallow-
een Carnival and Trunk 

or Treat on Oct. 
27. Students who 
received the Sac-
rament of Confir-
mation this past 
year and stu-
dents who are 
in Confirmation 
class this year 
were in charge 
of the carnival 
games. Photos 
provided.

St. Philip 
Neri Halloween 
carnival 2019. 
Photos provided.

Magic at the Mount

The 2019 Magic at the Mount auction for Mount St. Mary Catholic High School was held Oct. 26. 
Funds raised during the silent auction, live auction, team basket auction and two raffles will be 
used to renovate the school chapel. Photos Cara Koenig.

We are called to be disciples, 
called to evangelize the world with-
in the context of everyday life. 

Kevin Cotter’s 
“Called” was writ-
ten “to convince us 
that being an ev-
eryday disciple is 
not just something 
we should do out 
of obligation but 
something we are 
made for – something we do, not 
because we have to, but because 
love compels us.”

I venture to guess that most 
adult Catholics are aware of this 
“call.” And, I guess that many 

who are aware of this “call” are 
responding as best they know how 
through personal service.

However, I feel there are some 
adult Catholics who, like me, may 
be aware of the “call” but unclear 

on how to respond. 
“Called” offers 

some interesting 
insight and a five-
week guide that can 
be useful for those 
already on the jour-
ney of discipleship 
and for those in need 
of guidance on how 
to begin their own 
journey.

The author draws 
on his 15 years of 
mission work on 
college campuses and 
utilizes the “Win-

Build-Send” model of the FOCUS 
(Fellowship of Catholic Universi-
ty Students) organization as the 
foundation for his five-week guide. 

- WIN relates to the foundation 
for serving as a disciple. It involves 

personal encounter and relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.

- BUILD relates to the “ways of 
thinking and habits that allow us 
to be followers of the one we are 
called to imitate.

- SEND relates to the vision for 
our evangelization.

Cotter’s five-week guide is de-
signed to be read daily and each 
chapter provides opportunity 
for self-examination, meditation 
and reflection on topics such as: 
encountering Jesus, what Jesus 
is asking of us as he calls for us 
to be disciples, and 
creating a vision 
on why we need to 
evangelize and make 
disciples of others.

Responding to the 
call for being a disci-
ple can be challeng-
ing. Learning to be 
“fishers of men” re-
quires commitment, 
love and service. 
Cotter’s book can be 
helpful in overcom-

ing these challenges and help us 
renew our personal relationship 
with Jesus. And, by the grace of 
God, we can grow to be the kind of 
Catholic disciples we are called to 
be.

The book was very helpful in 
expanding my vision for being like 
Jesus. I highly recommend this 
book and feel it will inspire and 
equip you to reach out to others 
and lead them to be Jesus’ disci-
ples.

John H. Dolezal is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Toward the end of his life, Saint Paul wrote 
three special letters that were not directed 
to specific communities but to two men with 

heavy responsibilities, Tim-
othy and Titus. These three 
letters, two to Timothy and 
one for Titus, are concerned 
with the work of a pastor in 
caring for the community 
or communities under his 
charge. That is why they 
are called “pastoral letters.” 
They guide the pastors, 

shepherds, in the care of their flocks.
Here are seven quotes that give us a frame-

work for excellent pastoral leadership:
1. 1 Timothy 3, 2-6: Leaders Lead a Good 

Life: “…irreproachable, married only once, 
temperate, self-controlled, decent, hospitable, 
able to teach, not a drunkard, not aggressive, 
but gentle, not contentious, not a lover of 
money. He must manage his own household 
well, keeping his children under control with 
perfect dignity; for if a man does not know how 
to manage his own household, how can he take 
care of the Church of God? He should not be a 
recent convert, so that he may not become con-
ceited and thus incur the devil’s punishment.”

2. 2 Timothy 1, 8-12: Leaders Witness 
the Gospel to Others: “So do not be ashamed 
of your testimony to our Lord, nor of me, a 

prisoner for his sake; but bear your share of 
hardship for the gospel with the strength that 
comes from God. He saved us and called us 
to a holy life, not according to our works but 
according to his own design and the grace 
bestowed on us in Christ Jesus before time 
began, but now made manifest through the 
appearance of our savior Christ Jesus, who 
destroyed death and brought life and immortal-
ity to light through the gospel, for which I was 
appointed preacher and apostle and teacher.”

3. 2 Timothy 1, 13-14: Leaders Love Truth: 
“Take as your norm the sound words that you 
heard from me, in the faith and love that are 
in Christ Jesus. Guard this rich trust with the 
help of the Holy Spirit that dwells within us.”

4. 2 Timothy 2, 8-10: Leaders Suffer for the 
Sake of the Gospel and the Church: “Remem-
ber Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a de-
scendant of David: such is my gospel, for which 
I am suffering, even to the point of chains, like 
a criminal. But, the word of God is not chained. 
Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake 
of those who are chosen, so that they too may 
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, 
together with eternal glory.”

5. Titus 2, 11-14: Leaders Live Temperate-
ly: “For the grace of God has appeared, saving 
all and training us to reject godless ways and 
worldly desires and to live temperately, justly 
and devoutly in this age, as we await the bless-

ed hope, 
the ap-
pearance 
of the glo-
ry of the 
great God 
and of our 
savior Je-
sus Christ, 
who gave himself for us to deliver us from all 
lawlessness and to cleanse for himself a people 
as his own, eager to do what is good.”

6. Titus 3, 1-2: Leaders Promote Obedience 
and Gracefulness: “Remind them to be under 
the control of magistrates and authorities, to 
be obedient, to be open to every good enter-
prise. They are to slander no one, to be peace-
able, considerate, exercising all graciousness 
toward everyone.”

7. Titus 3, 9: Leaders Avoid Foolish Argu-
ments: “Avoid foolish arguments, genealogies, 
rivalries and quarrels about the law, for they 
are useless and futile.”

There are many more great recommendations 
from Saint Paul on how to be great leaders 
within the Church, but these are a good start. 
Together, we thank God for having inspired 
Saint Paul in these pastoral letters. Amen.
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“Called” offers guide for our faith journey

Saint Paul’s top seven: how to be a 
great church leader!

Saint Paul’s pastoral letters

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

Author Kevin Cotter 
will be at the Vision 2030 
Archdiocesan Convocation 

on Dec. 7 at the Cox Convention Center. 
The event is free. Find 

more information and register at 
archokc.org/convocation.

ARCHDIOCESAN CONVOCATION

God is calling men you know. Will you help them answer Him?

Seminarian Education Fund 2019  |  Give Online: archokc.org/seminarianfund  |  Give by Phone: 405-709-2745

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City



Hacia el final de su vida, San 
Pablo escribió tres cartas espe-
ciales que no estaban dirigidas a 

comunidades 
específicas 
sino a dos 
hombres 
con grandes 
respons-
abilidades, 
Timoteo y 
Tito. Estas 
tres cartas, 
dos para 

Timoteo y 
una para Tito, están relacionadas 
con el trabajo de un pastor en 
el cuidado de las comunidades 
bajo su cargo. Por eso se llaman 
“Cartas Pastorales”. Guían a los 
pastores en el cuidado de sus 
rebaños.

Aquí hay siete citas que nos sir-
ven de guía hacia un excelente lid-
erazgo pastoral. Espero que todos 
los servidores sigan estos consejos.

1ª de Timoteo 3, 2-6: Los 
líderes llevan una vida sana: “... 
Es necesario, pues, que… sea 
irreprochable, casado una sola 
vez, casto, dueño de sí, de bue-
nos modales, que acoja fácilmente 
en su casa y con capacidad para 
enseñar. No debe ser bebedor ni 
peleador, sino indulgente, amigo 
de la paz y desprendido del din-
ero. Que sepa gobernar su pro-
pia casa y mantener a sus hijos 
obedientes y bien criados. Pues si 
no sabe gobernar su propia casa, 
¿cómo podrá guiar a la asamblea 
de Dios? No se debe escoger a un 
recién convertido, no sea que el 
cargo se le suba a la cabeza y el 

diablo lo haga caer.”
2ª Timoteo 1, 8-12: Los líderes 

dan testimonio del Evangelio a los 
demás: “No te avergüences, pues, 
del testimonio acerca del Señor ni 
de mí al verme preso. Al contrario, 
sufre por el Evangelio, sostenido 
por la fuerza de Dios. Él nos ha 
salvado y nos ha llamado para una 
vocación santa, no como premio 
a nuestros méritos, sino gratuita-
mente y por iniciativa propia. Esta 
llamada, que nos concedió en 
Cristo Jesús desde la eternidad, 
acaba de manifestarse ahora con 
la aparición de Cristo Jesús, nues-
tro Salvador, que ha destruido la 
muerte y ha hecho resplandecer 
en su Evangelio la vida y la inmor-
talidad. Este es el mensaje para el 
que fui hecho predicador, apóstol y 
maestro, y por el que ahora padez-

co esta nueva prueba. Pero no me 
avergüenzo, porque sé en quién he 
puesto mi confianza y estoy con-
vencido de que tiene poder para 
custodiar hasta aquel día lo que 
deposité en sus manos.”

2ª Timoteo 1, 13-14: Los líderes 
aman la verdad: “Toma como nor-
ma la sana doctrina que has oído 
de mí sobre la fe y el amor según 
Cristo Jesús. Conserva el precioso 
depósito con la ayuda del Espíritu 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

¡Únanse a mí para una celebración católica 
el 7 de diciembre!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Me gustaría invitarlos a que se unan a mí 
para un evento único en nuestra arquidiócesis. 
La Convocatoria Arquidiocesana Visión 2030 se 
llevará a cabo en el Centro de Convenciones de 
Cox el sábado 7 de diciembre.

¿Qué es una convocatoria? La palabra sig-
nifica “llamados a la unidad”. Estoy llamando 
a líderes y fieles de toda la arquidiócesis mien-
tras celebramos nuestra fe católica y presenta-
mos nuestro plan pastoral, Visión 2030. Puede 
que no esté famil-
iarizado con lo que 
es una convocato-
ria y por qué iría a 
uno, así que quiero 
compartir algunas 
ideas.

Permítanme 
comenzar diciendo 
que la convocatoria 
tendrá una enorme 
lista de oradores. 
¡Los participantes 
serán enérgicos, ed-
ificados y animados 
en su fe! Incluirá a 
Jeff Cavins, quien 
será nuestro primer 
orador principal. Es 
el autor de la Gran 
Cronología de la 
Biblia de la Aventu-
ra. Y, Andre Regni-
er, quien es el fun-
dador de Catholic 
Christian Outreach 
en Canadá. Muchos 
de ustedes pueden 
haber experimenta-
do el impacto de “CCO”, el estudio de la Biblia 
y los recursos de discipulado que se utilizan en 
las parroquias de toda la arquidiócesis. Andre 
es el autor original de ese recurso.

Además, Dianne Davis viene de ChristLife 
Ministries de Baltimore. Christlife es una or-
ganización nacional de evangelización católica 
que se utiliza en parroquias de todo el país. 
También tenemos a Kevin Cotter de The Amaz-
ing Parish como uno de nuestros presentado-
res principales. Finalmente, tenemos un artista 
cristiano católico conocido a nivel nacional, 
Josh Blakesley, que proporcionará música y 
nos guiará en la adoración.

Por qué una con-
vocatoria, y por qué 
deberías ir? Primero, 
una convocatoria, por 
definición, es una gran 
asamblea formal de 
personas. No es como 
cualquier otro evento 
que podamos tener en 
la arquidiócesis de vez 
en cuando. Esta es 
una reunión especial, 
convocada para un 
propósito específico. 
Llamo a la convoca-
toria para nosotros 
e invito a todos los 
sacerdotes, diáconos, 
personal laico y lí-
deres en parroquias, 
directores y maestros 
de escuela, personal 
parroquial e incluso 
voluntarios con varios 
ministerios: programa 
RICA, ministerio juve-
nil, catequesis infantil, 
ministerios sociales, 
laicos catequistas, 

catequistas voluntarios, etc.
Me encantaría que cada parroquia enviara 

una delegación: 10, 20, incluso 30 personas de 
algunas de nuestras parroquias más grandes.

En segundo 
lugar, en este 
evento, lanzaré 
públicamente por 
primera vez nues-
tro nuevo Plan 
Pastoral Visión 
2030. Ha sido una tarea importante armar este 
plan. Es el fruto del discernimiento en oración, 
la investigación, las reuniones regionales y las 
sesiones de escucha, la planificación estratégi-
ca, las conversaciones y las reuniones con 
líderes clave de la arquidiócesis.

El plan lleva más de dos años en desarrollo. 
Ahora, es hora de compartirlo con el resto de 
la arquidiócesis. Este plan pastoral articula la 
dirección pastoral para nuestra arquidiócesis 
durante los próximos 10 años, llevándonos al 
año 2030. Este ha sido un tiempo lleno de gra-
cia para la arquidiócesis de muchas maneras. 
Este plan se basa en todo lo anterior.

Y tercero, al final del evento de convocación 
durante la misa de clausura, volveré a consa-
grar la arquidiócesis a María. Específicamente, 
quiero colocar a la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma 
City bajo el patrocinio de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe, Estrella de la Nueva Evangeli-
zación.

Este evento será un momento espiritual 
significativo para nuestra arquidiócesis cuando 
recurramos a María y le pedimos que sea una 
luz de guía en los próximos años. Buscamos su 
intercesión continua mientras nos estamos for-
mando como discípulos misioneros y testigos 
de su Hijo, Jesucristo.

Espero verte en la Convocatoria Arquidioce-
sana Visión 2030. ¡Por favor venga!

Este será un día estimulante de celebración, 
inspiración, formación y dedicación. Espero 
que me acompañen el sábado 7 de diciembre 
en el Centro de Convenciones de Cox para la 
Convocatoria Arquidiocesana Visión 2030.

Siete Consejos de San Pablo: ¡Cómo ser un 
gran líder en la Iglesia!

Las Cartas Pastorales de San Pablo

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

continúa en la página 13
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OKLAHOMA CITY - El domingo 
3 de noviembre el arzobispo Paul 
Coakley dio inició a la construc-
ción el Santuario Stanley Rother 
en el sur de la Ciudad de Oklaho-
ma. Se unieron a él el alcalde de 
la ciudad, David Holt, el arzobispo 
emérito Eusebio Beltrán, el obispo 
de Tulsa, David Konderla, el obis-
po de Little Rock, Anthony Taylor, 
el abad Lawrence Stasyszen y 
casi 2,000 sacerdotes, diáconos y 
fieles laicos.

 Durante la ceremonia, el arzo-
bispo Coakley bendijo el terreno 
y la piedra angular del santuario 
donde se ubicará el futuro altar 
mayor. Luego procesó con los 
obispos y sacerdotes para bende-
cir el área de la capilla donde los 
restos mortales del Beato Stanley 
Rother serán sepultados.

 “De lo que estamos hablando 
es la construcción de una iglesia 
para honorar y glorificar a Dios, 

cuya bondad, santidad, fidelidad, 
y misericordia nos fue mostra-
da a través de la vida del padre 
Stanley Rother”, dijo el arzobispo 
Coakley durante su homilía. “Es 
Dios a quien glorificamos cuando 
se revela a sí mismo a través de 
la vida de sus santos. Hacemos 
todo esto como hacemos todas las 
cosas para la gloria de Dios y para 
nuestro Señor y Salvador Jesu-
cristo”.

 El santuario de $40 millones 
de dólares en S.E. 89 y Shields 
Boulevard es el elemento distinti-
vo de la primera campaña capital 
para la arquidiócesis, “Una Igle-
sia, Muchos Discípulos”. El sitio 
incluirá una iglesia con capacidad 
de para 2,000 personas, una cap-
illa donde Beato Stanley Rother 
será sepultado, un edificio edu-
cativo, un espacio para eventos 
y varias áreas designadas para 
diversas devociones. El lugar se 
irá desarrollando con el tiempo.

 “¡Hoy fue el inicio del Santu-
ario Santísimo Stanley Rother 

en el sur de OKC!”, Publicó el 
alcalde Holt en Twitter. “Este es 
un proyecto muy ambicioso que 
rinde homenaje a una persona in-
creíble, ¡y no puedo esperar para 
volver para la dedicación!”

Junto con la iglesia española de 
estilo colonial, que será la iglesia 
católica más grande de Oklaho-
ma, un elemento adicional será 
un museo y un centro de pere-
grinación, que serán $5 millones 
adicionales. El centro le dará la 
bienvenida a miles de visitantes 
cada año a una experiencia que 
los guiará a través de la vida, 
testimonio y martirio del beato 
Stanley.

La iglesia será anfitriona de 
muchos grandes eventos dioce-
sanos y ayudará a acomodar a la 
creciente población hispana cuyas 
parroquias están significativa-
mente superpobladas.

Bajo el liderazgo del arzobispo 
emérito Eusebio Beltrán, la causa 
de canonización del beato Stanley 
se abrió en 2007. El Papa Fran-

cisco lo reconoció como mártir 
en 2016 y el Rito de Beatificación 
tuvo lugar el 23 de septiembre de 
2017, en el centro de la Ciudad 
de Oklahoma, con más de 20,000 
personas en asistencia.

El Beato Stanley es el primer 
mártir de los Estados Unidos y 
el primer sacerdote nacido en los 
Estados Unidos en ser beatifica-
do.

El arquitecto de diseño para 
el proyecto es Franck & Lohsen 
Architects de Washington D.C. 
Cuenta con el apoyo del estudio 
de arquitectura local ADG. El 
contratista general es The Boldt 
Company en Oklahoma City con 
Cooper Project Advisors como rep-
resentantes del propietario.

Para obtener más información 
sobre el Santuario del Beato Stan-
ley Rother, y ver fotos o un video 
de la ceremonia de inauguración, 
ingrese en línea a archokc.org/
shrine.

Diane Clay es editora del Sooner 
Catholic.

Por Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Foto Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

Arquidiócesis bendice el terreno 
e inaugura la obra del Santuario 

Beato Stanley Rother

continuado de la página 12

Santo que habita en nosotros.”
2ª Timoteo 2, 8-10: Los líderes sufren por 

el Evangelio y la Iglesia: “Acuérdate de Cristo 
Jesús, descendiente de David y resucitado de 
entre los muertos, según mi evangelio. Por 
él sufro hasta llevar cadenas como un mal-
hechor; pero la palabra de Dios no está enca-
denada. Por eso lo soporto todo por el bien de 
los elegidos, para que también ellos alcancen 
la salvación que se nos dio en Cristo Jesús y 
participen de la gloria eterna.”

Tito 2, 11-14: Los líderes viven responsable-
mente: “Porque la generosidad del Dios Salva-
dor acaba de manifestarse a todos los hom-

bres; nos enseña a rechazar la vida sin Dios y 
las codicias mundanas, y a vivir en el mundo 
presente como seres responsables, justos y 
que sirven a Dios. Ahora nos queda aguardar 
la feliz esperanza, la manifestación gloriosa de 
nuestro gran Dios y Salvador, Cristo Jesús, 
que se entregó por nosotros para rescatarnos 
de todo pecado y purificar a un pueblo que 
fuese suyo, dedicado a toda obra buena.”

Tito 3, 1-2: Los líderes promueven la obe-
diencia y la gracia: “Recuerda a los creyentes 
que se sometan a los jefes y a las autoridades, 
que sepan obedecer y estén listos para toda 
tarea provechosa. Que no insulten a nadie, 

que sean pacíficos y comprensivos y traten a 
todos con toda cortesía.”

Tito 3, 9: Los líderes evitan argumentos ton-
tos: “Evita, en cambio, las cuestiones tontas, 
las genealogías, las discusiones y polémicas a 
propósito de la Ley; no son ni útiles ni impor-
tantes.” 

Hay muchas más recomendaciones ex-
celentes de San Pablo sobre cómo ser grandes 
líderes dentro de la iglesia, pero estos son un 
buen comienzo. Juntos agradezcamos a Dios 
el haber inspirado a San Pablo a escribir estas 
tres Cartas Pastorales. Amén.  
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Briefs

During November, we honor 
people who lived life to the full-
est in answering God’s call to 
follow his son on All Saints Day. 
Saint Paul used the athlete as 
an image to help us understand 
how to grow in our spiritual 
lives and achieve sainthood. 

If you listen to host Ron Meyer 
on EWTN’s “Blessed2Play,” you 
might gain some insight on the 
road to sainthood from the nota-
ble athletes he interviews. I have 
to confess that I am not a weekly 
devotee of this program. Howev-
er, every now and then, I hear 
it. Two segments that I heard 
featured athletes that made All 
Saints come alive for me.

Max Chapman had a distin-
guished tenure in Division I 
football at Northwestern Univer-
sity. Despite numerous bench-
marks and awards that typical-
ly lead an athlete to the world of 
celebrity and financial success, 
Max eschewed this path and 
pursued his relationship with 
Jesus in the FOCUS ministry 
(Fellowship of Catholic Univer-
sity Students) at the University 
of Nebraska. In this full-time 
ministry, Max cultivates friend-
ships with student athletes, 
teaching them how to pray and 
get to know Jesus. When you 
learn to pray with Scripture, go 
to Mass and receive the sacra-
ments, Max is convinced you 
will allow Jesus to become the 
center of your life.

Once Max invited Jesus 
into his sport, his whole life 
changed. Everything he did 
became intentional because 
he was no longer doing it for 
himself. He was able to receive 
and use the resources available 

to him for others, and ultimate-
ly for Jesus. Consequently, 
he worked harder, improved, 
and achieved more, not just in 
football, but in all his endeav-
ors. Max offered what he was to 
Jesus, and in turn, has received 
the blessings of fulfilling work, 
a beautiful marriage and re-
warding friendships.

Ron Meyer interviewed Hayley 
Scott DeMaria in 2015. Hay-
ley, a high school All-Ameri-
can, swam for Notre Dame on 
scholarship. On a return trip 
from a swim meet, the team 
bus overturned. Two teammates 
were killed and Hayley was par-
alyzed with a broken back. After 
enduring two surgeries within 
48 hours, Hayley was told she 
would never walk again.

What sustained Hayley 
through all this tragic upheav-
al was the power of prayer. 
Not her own prayers, but the 
prayers of others. “When I 
couldn’t pray, the faith commu-
nity prayed for me.” Eventual-
ly, Hayley did walk again and 
swam competitively. She ac-
knowledges that she would not 
wish her pain and suffering on 
anyone, but she is grateful she 
endured to honor her deceased 
teammates. She comments that 
graces emerged in her faith, 
family and friendships that nev-
er would have occurred without 
these tragedies. Hayley never 
asked, “Why me?” Instead, she 
asked “Am I doing the work God 
has for me today with graces he 
is giving me?”

Hayley and Max demonstrate 
traits that are valuable on the 
road to sainthood. You and 
I may not have the physical 
prowess they possess. We can, 
however, adopt their attitudes 
and practice accepting grace to 
become the men and women 
God is asking us to be.

Are you listening?

By Sally Crowe Nash

Special event in OKC 
You’re invited to the Archdioc-

esan Convocation Dec. 7 at the 
Cox Convention Center. The event 
includes Jeff Cavins (Adventure 
Bible and Catholic apologist), 
Josh Blakesley (Catholic recording 
artist and Steubenville Conference 
worship leader), and Kevin Cotter 
(Amazing Parish). Jeff Cavins will 
talk about how to be an “activated 
disciple” and Kevin Cotter will talk 
about the “home/office as a prima-
ry place of discipleship.” It is free 
and includes lunch! Register at 
archokc.org/convocation.

Download the new pastoral
letter

Archbishop Coakley’s new pas-
toral letter, “Go Make Disciples! 
Building a Culture of Conversion 
and Discipleship for the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City,” can be 
read or downloaded in English 
and Spanish at archokc.org/2030. 
Print copies are available at par-
ishes. 

Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development

The weekend of Nov. 23-24 there 
will be a special collection to help 
support the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development. More than 
46 million people in the United 
States live in poverty. This col-
lection supports programs that 
empower people to identify and 
address obstacles as they work 
to make permanent and positive 
changes for their communities. 
Learn more about CCHD at usccb.
org/cchd/collection.

Become a seminarian pen pal!
Our seminarians are away from 

home for months at a time during 
their formation. While at seminary, 
they would like to hear from peo-
ple back home in Oklahoma! To 
become a Seminarian Pen Pal, go 
online to archokc.org/penpal, find 
their addresses and write a note.

Discover the diaconate
Catholic men who are between 

ages 30-59 and are interested in 
becoming a deacon can contact 
their pastor to discuss attending 
an information session. The ses-
sions will be 7 p.m. Nov. 18 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center; 7 p.m. 
Nov. 19 at St. Mary in Clinton; and 
7 p.m. Dec. 10 at St. Joseph in 
Norman. Wives are encouraged to 
attend. 

Church safety seminar
A free church safety seminar 

will be 6 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Nov. 
21 at St. John, 900 S. Littler Rd. 
in Edmond with speakers Jimmy 
Meeks and Tara Koetter. There will 
be a special session on prevention 
of sexual abuse. Visit www.sheep-
dogseminars.com.

Annual turkey dinner
St. Joseph, 101 First St. in Bi-

son, will have their annual turkey 
dinner 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Nov. 24 

in the parish hall. Kolaches and 
other baked items for sale. Adults 
and children age 11 and up $12; 
children ages 4-10 $5; children 
age 4 and under are free. Menu: 
Turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, sauerkraut and dump-
lings, green beans, salads, rolls 
and pies.

Annual Thanksgiving dinner, 
bazaar, raffle

The Altar Society at St. Teresa, 
1576 Tim Holt Dr., in Harrah will 
have their annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner/Bazaar/Raffle 11 a.m. – 2 
p.m. Nov. 24. Cost: Adults $10; 
Children 12 and under $5. Carry 
outs are available. Contact, Berna-
dette Klimkowski, (405) 454-2871.

Thanksgiving Day lunch
St. James, 4201 S. McKinley in 

Oklahoma City, will be hosting a 
Thanksgiving lunch at 1 p.m. Nov. 
28 in the gym for people in need 
who do not have a family to eat 
with or are homeless. There also is 
a volunteer opportunity. Contact 
(405) 636-6800.

Thanksgiving meal
St. Francis Xavier, 110 N. Mad-

ison in Enid, will have a Thanks-
giving meal 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Nov. 
28 in the Leven Center. 

Thanksgiving meal
St. John in Edmond will have a 

Thanksgiving meal Nov. 28 at the 
University of Central Oklahoma, 
100 N. University Dr. 

MSM early application process
Families who would like to gain 

early acceptance to Mount St. 
Mary Catholic High School may 
begin the application process on 
Dec. 1. Early application process 
closes Jan. 14. For questions and 
more information on admissions, 
contact MSM Admissions Director 
Diane Wilson at dwilson@mountst-
mary.org, (405) 631-8865. Sched-
ule tours and shadow visits.

Study and Sharing
The Gospel of Life Disciples 

presents First Sunday Study and 
Sharing at the St. John Paul II 
Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern Ave. in 
Moore. Explore the universal call 
to holiness and vocations with 
the writings of St. John Paul II 
in three small groups: Women of 
the Way – discerning consecrated 
life: Vita Consecrata; Teachers of 
the Truth – discerning priesthood: 
Gift and Mystery; Lovers of Life 
– discerning Christian marriage: 
Familiaris Consortio. Join one or 
all encounters to be held on Dec. 
1, Jan. 5, Feb. 2, March 1, April 5, 
May 3 and June 7. RSVP at (405) 
778-1107.  

Parish dinner
St. Philip Neri, 1107 Felix Pl. in 

Midwest City, will have a parish 
dinner after 11 a.m. Mass Dec. 15 
in the Family Life Center. Dona-
tions welcome.

Sanctity of Life Mass
Archbishop Coakley will cele-

brate the Sanctity of Life Mass at 
6 p.m. Jan. 15 at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 
Immediately following Mass is 
Ignite, Eucharistic Adoration and 
reflection with praise and wor-
ship for the entire family. Music 
and speaking by Noelle and David 
McHugh. 

Holy Innocents’ Chapel needs 
adorers

Holy Innocents’ Foundation is 

seeking more adorers for the Holy 
Innocents’ Chapel. Contact Toni 
Harrelson at adoration.holyinno-
cents@gmail.com or (405) 341-
2199.

Van wanted 
St. Catherine of Siena in Pauls 

Valley is looking for a van to take 
youth and adults to retreats, con-
ferences and archdiocesan events. 
Preferably with 90,000 miles or 
less that someone is willing to sell 
or donate. Call the church office 
at (405) 238-3741.
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November 

Nine days of novenas to 
the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During the nine days, the 
novena prayers will be: Mon-
day-Friday following Noon 
Mass, Saturday following 5 
p.m. Mass, and Sunday fol-
lowing 11 a.m. Mass.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com   

Feast of St. Rose Philippine 
Duchesne.

Feast of the Dedication of the 
Basilicas of Sts. Peter and 
Paul.

St. Catherine’s miscarriage 
and infant loss ministry 
meets 6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. at 
Epiphany of the Lord, 7336 
W. Britton Rd. in Oklahoma 
City, on the third Monday of 
every month. Call (405) 618-
2402.

Creighton FertilityCare In-
troductory class 7 p.m., St. 
Monica, 2001 N. Western 
Ave., Edmond. Contact Chris-
tine Littell FCPI at clittell@
stjohn-catholic.org, (405) 
348-0480, Ext. 331.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Join us  
through  e-memebrsh ip

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E    D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E    L O N G - T E R M  CA R E  I N S U R A N C E  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS
join us onl ine today

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
877-707-0752

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Contact me today 
to learn more:Get  connected

To  The  Largest  

Cathol ic  

Brotherhood

Suicide grief support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. 
Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

Feast of the Presentation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Church safety seminar, 6 p.m. 
- 9:30 p.m., St. John, 900 S. 
Littler, Edmond. Visit www.
sheepdogseminars.com.

Feast of St. Cecilia.

Feast of Blessed Miguel Agus-
tin Pro.

Feast of St. Clement I.

Feast of St. Columban.

The Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Special collection for the 
Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development.

Annual turkey dinner 11 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. St. Joseph, 101 First 
St. Bison. 

Feast of St. Catherine of Alex-
andria.

Thanksgiving Day - CPC 
closed.

Thanksgiving meal 11 a.m. - 1 
p.m. St. Francis Xavier, 110 N. 
Madison, Enid. 

Thanksgiving meal 11 a.m. - 
3 p.m. University of Central 
Oklahoma, 100 N. University 
Dr., Edmond. 

Thanksgiving lunch 1 p.m. St. 
James, 4201 S. McKinley, OKC. 
For people in need who do not 
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have a family to have dinner 
with or are homeless. Vol-
unteer opportunity. Contact 
(405) 636-6800.

CPC closed.

Feast of St. Andrew.
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Estate Planning Course 
Continuing Legal Education 

Registration: 7:30 – 8:00 a.m.  (Continental Breakfast served) 
Catholic Pastoral Conference Center         7501 NW Expressway, Oklahoma City, 73132 

ATTENTION ATTORNEYS:  
 

This course has been approved by the  
Mandatory Continuing Legal Education Commission of Oklahoma  
for a maximum of 4.00 credit hours, including one hour of ethics. 

 
Register with The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc. online at  

www.cfook.org/estate-planning,  
or send a check for $75.00 payable to: 

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma 
PO 32180  Oklahoma City, OK 73123 

 
Please include participant name, contact information and bar number. 

 

Course Registration Fee:  $75 per person in advance or  
$100 per person at the door; course materials included. 

Topics To Be Covered 
• Federal Tax Update 
• Unwinding Estate Plans Becuase of Changed Circumstances 
• The Estate Planer's Income Tax Playbook 
• Ethical Challenges Posed by Family Wealth Transfers 

Sponsored by 

Presenter:  Samuel A. Donaldson 
Prior to joining GSU Law in 2012, Professor Donaldson was on the faculty at the 
University of Washington School of Law in Seattle for 13 years. During his tenure at the 
University of Washington, he was a five-time recipient of the Philip A. Trautman 
Professor of the Year award from the School of Law’s Student Bar Association. 
Professor Donaldson served for two years as Associate Dean for Academic 
Administration and for six years as the Director of the law school’s Graduate Program 
in Taxation. 
 
Professor Donaldson teaches a number of tax and estate planning courses, as well as 
courses in the areas of property, commercial law and professional responsibility. He is 
a nationally recognized speaker on federal taxation and estate planning at professional 
conferences and continuing education seminars. 
 
Professor Donaldson is an Academic Fellow of the American College of Trust and 
Estate Counsel (ACTEC) and a member of the Bar in Washington, Oregon, and Arizona. 

Among his scholarly works, he is a co-author of the popular West casebook, Federal Income Tax: A Contemporary Approach, 
and a co-author of the Price on Contemporary Estate Planning treatise published by Wolters Kluwer. 
 
Professor Donaldson has served as the Harry R. Horrow Visiting Professor of International Law at Northwestern University and 
a Visiting Assistant Professor at the University of Florida Levin College of Law. 
An amateur crossword constructor, Professor Donaldson’s puzzles have been published in The New York Times, The 
Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, and other outlets. 

Samuel A. Donaldson 

 

For more information call  
405-721-4115  

or email info@cfook.org 
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joined by guest speakers Andre Regnier, with 
Catholic Christian Outreach (CCO) and Di-
anne Davis, creator of ChristLife. The inspiring 
presentations will be accompanied by uplifting 
music by Josh Blakesley, who is most known 
by his appearances at Steubenville youth con-
ferences. 

Jeff Cavins is passionate about helping peo-
ple understand Scripture and 

become disciples of Jesus 
Christ. He is best known 
for creating “The Great 
Adventure Catholic Bible 
Learning System,” which 
has helped hundreds of 

thousands of people to 
engage in Scripture in an 

life-changing way. Cavin’s 
other recent projects include 

his podcast, “The Jeff Cavins Show.” He recent-
ly wrote, “The Activated Disciple.”

Kevin Cotter is the executive 
director of The Amazing Par-

ish and served as senior 
director of curriculum at 
FOCUS, where he worked 
for 11 years. Cotter has 
appeared on Catholic ra-
dio and television, includ-

ing EWTN, Relevant Radio, 
Immaculate Heart Radio and 

on SiriusXM’s The Catho-

lic Channel. His work has been featured on 
Catholic websites, including Denver Catholic, 
National Review, Catholic Exchange and Life 
Teen.

Andre Regnier founded Catholic Christian 
Outreach (CCO) in 1988, 

which has been calling 
countless people to deep-
er conversion and a 
Christ-centered 
life. In 2015, he 
was awarded the 

Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice Medal for 
distinguished service 
to the Church. This 

is the highest medal awarded to laity 
by the Pope. His books include “Catho-
lic Missionary Identity,” “Five Tenets to 
Renew the World,” and “Clear & Simple: 
How to Have Conversations that Lead to 
Conversion.”

Dianne Davis joined ChristLife in 
2012. She was raised 

in a devout Catholic 
family and made a person-
al commitment to Jesus 
and surrendered her life 
to him in 2001. She went 
from “loving” Jesus to 
“falling in love” with him 

and her life has never been 
the same. She is a teacher 
in the ChristLife series. Her 

greatest desire is to share Jesus Christ and 
help others do the same.

Josh Blakesley has acknowledged a simple 
calling: To make music that moves people into 
prayer and action. Blakesley has performed 
with wide variety of Christian artists like Matt 
Maher, Andrew Peterson, Jars of Clay and 
the Newsboys as well as several international 
papal events. He also works directly with the 

Franciscan University of Steubenville, Life Teen 
International, Catholic HeartWork Camp, Adore 
Ministries as well as many churches, camps 
and conferences.

For more information, go online to archokc.
org/convocation. To download Archbishop 
Coakley’s new pastoral letter, go online to 
archokc.org/2030 or pick up a copy at your 
parish.

VISION 2030
Jeff Cavins

D E C E M B E R  7,  2 0 1 9
C o x  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r

8 : 4 5  a . m . - 4 : 4 5  p . m . a r C h o k C . o r g / C o n v o C a t i o n

Kevin Cotter Andre Regnier Dianne Davis

National Catholic speakers coming
to OKC Dec. 7

continued from page 1

Kevin Cotter

Andre Regnier

Dianne Davis

To download 
Archbishop 
Coakley’s new 
pastoral letter, go 
online to archokc.
org/2030 or pick 
up a copy at your 
parish.Jeff Cavins


