
SHAWNEE – The monks 
of Saint Gregory’s Ab-
bey have announced 
the opening of a store to 

feature unique items. “The Monks’ 
Marketplace” will be located at the 
abbey in Shawnee and is sched-
uled to open Jan. 15.

“We are excited about this new 
enterprise for our community,” 
said Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, 
O.S.B., abbot of the monastery. 
“The store will provide a new way 

of serving the public while at the 
same time generating revenue for 

the monastery and its ministries.”
Brother Damian Whalen, O.S.B., 

serves as the organizer and man-
ager for the project. He said the 
“Monks’ Marketplace will offer 
unique items not available at other 
stores, including other Catholic or 
Christian gift shops. The special 
focus will be items produced by 
monastic communities around the 
country such as crafts and spe-
cialty food items.” 

Some of the items for sale will be 
hand-crafted or harvested by the 
monks of Saint Gregory’s Abbey. 
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Go Make Disciples

Abbey to open Monks’ Marketplace
By Theresa Bragg 

For the Sooner Catholic

continued on page 6

Photos Theresa Bragg.

Priest who 
served in 

archdiocese 
added to clergy 

abuse list

The Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City has substantiated 
an allegation of child sexual 
abuse involving a priest who 
served in the archdiocese in 
2001. 

Father Papa-Rao Pasala, a 
priest of the Diocese of Nel-
lore, India, served in the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City for 
a month in 2001. In Decem-
ber 2001, he was sent back 
to India after he admitted to 
what was described at the 
time as “inappropriate though 
not-yet criminal advances” 
with a 17-year-old. His bishop 
in Nellore was informed of the 
reasons for his return. 

The allegation resurfaced 
during the review of priest 
files dating back to 1960. The 
allegation had not been sub-
stantiated in October when 
the McAfee & Taft law firm 
published a 77-page report 
that included a list of priests 
who had been found to have a 
substantiated claim of sexual 
abuse of a minor (a person 
under age 18). During the on-
going investigation, the allega-
tion against Father Pasala was 
substantiated and his name 
added to the list. The list can 

Priest removed from 
ministry in Oregon 

continued on page 6

Sanctity of Life Mass adds Ignite to 
celebration for life

By Sally Linhart 
For the Sooner Catholic

continued on page 16

Jan. 15 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

On Jan. 15, Archbishop Coakley will preside over 
the annual Sanctity of Life Mass at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help to pray for the sanctity 
and respect of all human life from conception until 
natural death.

The Mass will be followed by an event called Ignite, 
which offers a time for reflection, praise and worship 
for the entire family. Ignite will be livestreamed to 
several parishes throughout the archdiocese at Saint 
John in Edmond, Saint Francis Xavier in Enid, Saint 
Peter in Woodward, Saint Peter in Guymon and Holy 
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a Archbishop Coakley’s 
new pastoral letter, “Go Make 
Disciples! Building a Culture 
of Conversion and Disciple-
ship for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City,” and the 
Vision 2030 Pastoral Plan 
can be read or downloaded in 
English and Spanish at ar-
chokc.org/Vision2030. Print 
copies available at parishes. 

a Catholic Charities, at 
1232 N. Classen Blvd., OKC, 
has Mass at 11 a.m. every 
Friday in the chapel. Mass 
is open to the public. Check 
holiday schedule. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

The journey of the past two years has been a fruit-
ful one as we have engaged in a process of pastoral 
planning for our archdiocese. As we have focused on 
building a culture of conversion and discipleship, it 
has allowed me many opportunities to reflect on my 
own conversion. 

I have shared this story a number of times in var-
ious settings. Permit me once more to share a few 
highlights, not to hold myself up as a model or ex-
emplar, but rather to draw you into the exercise of 
“gratefully remembering” your own moments where 
the Lord has touched your life, entered your heart 
and left you changed, transformed.  When I was a 
junior in college at the University of Kansas, I was 
involved with a group called The Integrated Human-
ities Program. The IHP conducted a study abroad trip 
to Ireland for a semester. I was really eager to go with 
more than 100 of my friends. I imagined it would be 

a four-month-long pub crawl through 26 counties. 
However, the first week we were there changed every-
thing. We were spending half of our time on a little 
island called Inishbofin on the west coast of Ireland. 
We’d not been there a week when some of our bud-
dies were out exploring late one afternoon. 

It was February, the sun was setting, and they 
climbed on rocks to get a better view of the seascape 
and the island. These young men were from Kan-
sas; they didn’t know anything about the ocean, and 
certainly didn’t know anything about tides. Later 
that evening we were in the pub and some others 
from our group told us that Rick and Ed never came 
back. They didn’t come back that evening, and the 
next morning there was still no sign of them. I went 
off to the local parish church, Saint Colman, to go to 
morning Mass. Immediately after Mass, I went to the 
sacristy and told the parish priest that we were wor-
ried about our friends. 

When I relayed to the priest what had happened, he 
recognized the danger of the situation and called the 
Coast Guard. They called every fisherman who had 
a boat, whatever could navigate or float the waters. I 
spent that whole day with this young priest, Father 
Martin O’Connor, who was only two or three years 
ordained. We scoured the rocky coast of the island 

looking for our friends. 
By the end of the day, 
we were coming to the 
conclusion that they 
may never be found. 
A couple of days later, 
surprisingly, their bodies 
were recovered. They had fallen into the sea and both 
drowned, one trying to rescue the other, apparently 
because one of them had slipped and fallen. 

This was a profoundly unexpected event for a 
20-year-old who had been looking forward to a care-
free semester of “pub crawling.” I was 5,000 miles 
from home, away from my parents; I had nowhere 
to turn. One evening, I did something I’d never done 
before. I went and knocked on the rectory door. I 
grew up around priests; my mother was a parish 
secretary, but I never sought out priests, other than 
in a confessional when necessary. But, during that 
difficult time, I went and spent a couple of evenings 
talking with Father O’Connor. Those visits led to a 
general confession and solidifying an ongoing process 
of conversion. 

Looking back, it was that encounter with Father 
O’Connor at such a vulnerable moment, when I was 
coming to grips with my own mortality because of the 
death of close friends, that the Lord began to sow the 
seeds of my vocation. It was at that moment that I be-
gan to be inspired by the life of this young priest and 
began to understand why priests are called “Father.” 
For the first time, I began to think, “Well, maybe God 
is calling me to be a priest.” I was nowhere near ready 
for seminary at that time, but the whole experience 
was a profoundly significant moment, and ultimately 
led to my vocation to the priesthood. 

Over the years, I can recall one situation after an-
other where I was a “Father O’Connor” to someone 
else whom the Lord brought across my path – not 
always young men like myself at that time, but also 
married couples, people struggling with loss and 
illness, people hurting, needing counsel or ministry. 
My life has been filled with moments of grace when 
I had the distinct privilege of doing for another what 
Father O’Connor did for me, facilitating a moment of 
encounter with our Lord that leads to conversion and 
transformation. 

A good friend was with me on that trip to Ireland, 
and the whole experience had a similar impact on his 
life as well. We later both became priests, and then 
bishops. He is Bishop James Conley from Lincoln, 
Neb. Years later, the two of us made a pilgrimage 
back to Ireland. While we were there, we looked up 
Father O’Connor and invited him out to dinner. He 
had no idea that both of us had become priests, let 
alone bishops. Imagine his joy at seeing the impact 
his actions all those years ago had on the two of us, 
and how that impact played out over the years. 

The crux of conversion is this moment of encounter. 
As I reflect on our archdiocese, and prayerfully dis-
cern where God is leading us, I realize that this is the 
desire of my heart. As I said in my most recent pas-
toral letter, “The deepest desire of my heart is to see 
the Church of central and western Oklahoma flourish 
as a community of faith that nurtures and raises up 
fervent missionary disciples.” I became a disciple like 
that because of what I encountered on that trip so 
many years ago. It is my greatest desire to see that 
story repeated over and over again throughout our 
archdiocese in the lives and hearts of our people.

This column is the introduction to Archbishop Coak-
ley’s new Vision 2030 Pastoral Plan. Read or down-
load the plan at archokc.org/2030.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Conversion in a moment
    of encounter 

Remember us, O God; 
from age to age be 

our comforter. 
You have given us the 

wonder of time, 
blessings in days and 

nights, seasons and years. 
Bless your children at the 

turning of the year 
and fill the months ahead 

with the bright hope 
that is ours in the 
coming of Christ. 

You are our God, living and 
reigning, forever and ever. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

VISION 
2 0 3 0

A Pastoral Plan 
for the

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

December 8, 2019

archokc.org/2030

VATICAN CITY -- Pope Francis has abolished 
the obligation of secrecy for those who report 
having been sexually abused by a priest and for 
those who testify in a church trial or process 
having to do with clerical sexual abuse.

“The person who files the report, the per-
son who alleges to have been harmed and the 
witnesses shall not be bound by any obligation 
of silence with regard to matters involving the 
case,” the pope ordered in a new “Instruction 
On the Confidentiality of Legal Proceedings,” 
published Dec. 17.

In an accompanying note, Bishop Juan Igna-
cio Arrieta, secretary of the Pontifical Council 
for Legislative Texts, said the change regarding 
the “pontifical secret” has nothing to do with 
the seal of the sacrament of confession.

“The absolute obligation to observe the sacra-
mental seal,” he said, “is an obligation imposed 
on the priest by reason of the position he holds 
in administering the sacrament of confession 
and not even the penitent can free him of it.”

The instruction was published by the Vati-
can along with changes to the already-updated 
“Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela” (“Safe-
guarding the Sanctity of the Sacraments”), the 
2001 document issued by St. John Paul II out-
lining procedures for the investigation and trial 
of any member of the clergy accused of sexually 
abusing a child or vulnerable adult or accused 
of acquiring, possessing or distributing child 
pornography.

In the first of the amendments, Pope Francis 
changed the definition of child pornography. 
Previously the subject was a person under the 
age of 14. The new description of the crime 
says, “The acquisition, possession or distri-
bution by a cleric of pornographic images of 
minors under the age of 18, for purposes of 
sexual gratification, by whatever means or us-
ing whatever technology.”

In describing the procedural norms for 
how the tribunal of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith is to be composed and 
conducted, Pope Francis has removed the re-
quirement that the legal representative of the 
accused be a priest. The law now reads: “The 
role of advocate or procurator is carried out by 

a member of the faithful possessing a doctorate 
in canon law, who is approved by the presiding 
judge of the college.”

But the abolition of the pontifical secret 
over the entire Vatican process is the greatest 
change made. And, not only are victims and 
witnesses free to discuss the case, the amend-
ed law specifies that the still-in-effect obliga-
tion of Vatican officials to maintain confiden-
tiality “shall not prevent the fulfillment of the 
obligations laid down in all places by civil laws, 
including any reporting obligations, and the ex-
ecution of enforceable requests of civil judicial 
authorities.”

Archbishop Charles Scicluna, adjunct secre-
tary of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith and the Vatican’s chief abuse investiga-
tor, told America Magazine the new law makes 
clear that “anybody who discloses misconduct 
or a crime and anybody who is impacted by the 
misconduct or the crime, and the witnesses, 
should never be subject to a vow or a promise 
of silence on the fact that they have reported.”

The new law, he said, explicitly states peo-
ple’s “moral duty” to cooperate with civil au-
thorities in reporting and investigating the 
crime of abuse. “Moreover, there is an obliga-
tion not to bind people who disclose miscon-
duct or crimes by any promise or vow of si-
lence,” he explained.

In a separate interview with Vatican News, 
Archbishop Scicluna described as an “epochal 
change” the pope’s decision to drop the “pon-
tifical secret” -- the highest level of confidenti-
ality. “That means, of course, the question of 
transparency now is being implemented at the 
highest level,” he said.

The new rules do not mean that documents 
from Vatican abuse investigations and trials 
will be made public, he said, but “they are 
available for authorities, or people who are 
interested parties, and authorities who have a 
statutory jurisdiction over the matter.”

In the past, when a government or court 
asked the Vatican for information on a case, 
the response usually was that the material was 
covered by “pontifical secret.” Now, Archbishop 
Scicluna said, once “all the formalities of inter-
national law” are fulfilled, communication with 
other authorities “and the sharing of informa-
tion and documentation are facilitated.”

In September 2017, members of the Pontifical 

Commission for the Protection of Minors asked 
Pope Francis to reconsider Vatican norms 
maintaining the imposition of “pontifical secret” 
in the church’s judicial handling of clerical sex 
abuse and other grave crimes.

The secret ensures cases are dealt with in 
strict confidentiality. Vatican experts have said 
it was designed to protect the dignity of every-
one involved, including the victim, the accused, 
their families and their communities.

But when Pope Francis called the presidents 
of the world’s bishops’ conferences to the Vati-
can for a summit on the abuse crisis in Febru-
ary, victims and experts alike urged a revision 
of the policy.

Linda Ghisoni, a canon lawyer and under-
secretary for laity at the Dicastery for Laity, 
the Family and Life, told the summit removing 
the pontifical secret from abuse cases would 
reverse a situation or the impression of a 
situation where secrecy “is used to hide prob-
lems rather than protect the values at stake,” 
including the confidentiality of the victims and 
the right of an accused to a fair trial.

Cardinal Reinhard Marx of Munich and Freis-
ing, Germany, told the summit that removing 
the pontifical secret would promote transpar-
ency in a scandal where the lack of transparen-
cy has meant “the rights of victims were effec-
tively trampled underfoot and left to the whims 
of individuals.”

In his commentary, Bishop Arrieta noted that 
already in May with the publication of “Vos Es-
tis Lux Mundi” (“You are the light of the world”) 
on procedures for handling allegations of abuse 
or of the cover-up of abuse, Pope Francis 
already banned imposing confidentiality agree-
ments on victims.

The bishop also took pains to note that the 
abolition of absolute secrecy -- the “pontifical 
secret,” which is invoked with an oath -- was 
not the same thing as removing all obligations 
for confidentiality.

The “secrecy of the office” still applies to 
Vatican officials and others involved in an in-
vestigation or trial of a cleric accused of abuse 
or of a bishop or religious superior accused of 
cover-up. Except for sharing information with 
civil authorities, the basic professional secre-
cy serves, as the new law says, to protect “the 
good name, image and privacy of all persons 
involved.”
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Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar

The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Dec. 20 – Jan. 1 – Catholic Pastoral Center Offices Closed for Christmas holiday
Jan. 2 – Senior Staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Jan. 3 – Seminarian Christmas Party, 5 p.m., Christ the King, OKC 
Jan. 4 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., St. Joseph, Bison
Jan. 5 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., St. Rose of Lima, Perry
Jan. 6-10 – Region X Bishops Retreat, San Antonio
Jan. 12 – Confirmation, 10 a.m., Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Duncan
Jan. 14 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee, 9:30 a.m., CPC 
Jan. 14 – CPC All Staff meeting, 12:30 p.m., CPC 
Jan. 14 – Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Jan. 14 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Jan. 15 – USCCB Safe Environment Training for CPC staff, 8:30 a.m., CPC 
Jan. 15 – Sanctity of Life Mass, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
Jan. 16 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Bishop John Carroll, OKC 
Jan. 16 – Senior Staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Jan. 16 – Tax Credit Scholarship Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Jan. 18-26 – Ad Limina visit to Rome

Pope lifts secrecy obligation for those who 
report having been abused

By Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service 

Please consider a gift in your WIll. Learn more about supporting your parish, 
school or other ministry with a gift in your WIll. Visit archokc.org/giftplanning 

How Will you
be remembered?

Help support your Catholic community in a meaningful way!
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CELEBRATING 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION

BREAKFAST

You’re Invited!

OKARCHE - A group, including five therapy 
dogs and their handlers, certified with Ther-
apy Dogs International visited The Center of 
Family Love to participate in a pet therapy 
activity hosted by The Center of Family 
Love Teen Board. From right to left: Richard 
Wilkinson and Heeler Mix, Salem, Terry 
Baer and Bulldog, Emma Rose, Lori Baer 
and Sheltie, Scout, David Janik and Shel-
tie, Tilly, and Kevin Micue (not pictured) 
with Sheltie, Ziva. Photos provided.

Therapy Dogs International visits 
The Center of Family Love
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Boy Scout Troop 196 completed a November 
Eagle Project at The Center of Family Love in 
Okarche. Members of Troop 196 partners with 
the center to retire the center’s previous U.S. 
flag and raise a new flagpole in a place of prom-
inence on the organization’s Okarche campus.

 The new location of the flag features a brick 
landing at the entrance of The Center of Family 
Love. Troop 196 is selling a limited number of 

memorial and honorarium engraved bricks that 
will be fitted into the landing to raise money 
for the center’s residents. A total of 225 bricks 
are available for purchase at $200 per brick. To 
purchase a brick, e-mail ckiner@cflinc.org or 
call (405) 263-4658, Ext. 1042. 

The Center of Family Love’s mission is to 
provide quality lifetime care to individuals with 
intellectual and physical disabilities.

This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Troy 
Bodman 

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner at

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
okcvocations.com

What is your 
home parish?
My home parish 

is Christ the King in 
Oklahoma City.

What seminary do you attend?
I attend Conception Seminary Col-

lege in Conception, Mo.

If it is God’s will, what year will 
you be ordained a priest?

God willing, I will be ordained a 
priest in 2025.

What advice would you give to 
someone discerning a call to the 
priesthood?

I would advise young men discern-
ing to actively seek out the graces in 
confession and the Eucharist. You 
can’t have a personal relationship with 
Christ if you don’t spend time with 
him; adoration is important!

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest?

When I think about the priesthood, 
the thing I most look forward to is 
celebrating the sacred mysteries of the 
Eucharist on behalf of the people “in 
the person of Christ the Head.” Also, 
I can invoke blessings in the name of 
God. How cool is that!

Name one thing that every  
Catholic needs to know.

Every Catholic should know the 
beautiful and wonderful realities pres-
ent in the Mass. With 2,000 years of 
tradition, symbolism and sacramental 
theology, there is so much more going 
on during that one hour than the eye 
can see! Knowledge of the Mass is 
knowledge of God and his love for us.

Why choose a life of sacrificial 
love?

All Catholics are called to a life of 
sacrificial love; the heart of all voca-
tions (and ultimately happiness) is a 
radical abandonment to God’s will and 
a renunciation of self. Married couples 
do so by offering themselves for their 
spouse and children, and the priest by 
offering himself up for his flock: If un-
derstanding one’s vocation and being 
happy is understanding how you are 
best called to love, then I believe I am 
created to love as a priest.

My favorite movie is “Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels.” I know that wasn’t a 
question, but in case you were curi-
ous!

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

According to Father James White, a diocesan histori-
an, Father Ramon Carlin “was a rare person. He both 
warmed hearts and heated blood pressures. He was 

a pied piper and an agitator. His life, in the words of the old 
liturgical rubrics, was a moveable feast.”

Born in Haskell on July 20, 1916, Ramon Andrew Carlin 
was ordained on May 9, 1941, in the service of the Diocese 
of Oklahoma City and Tulsa. Nicknamed “Tex” because of a 
large Stetson hat, he served in various assignments until he 
found his niche in missionary work. Acknowledging the call of 
Pope John XXIII to provide missionaries for Central America, 
Bishop Victor Reed gave his permission to send an Oklaho-
ma contingent to the village of Santiago Atitlan in Guatemala 
beginning in 1964. Father Carlin was named the head of the 
missionary staff. 

An organizer of great talent, he began to envision the needs 
of the mission and how to accomplish them. While sometimes 
handicapped due to his blunt demeanor, it served him well in 
getting difficult tasks completed. A force of nature, he made 
substantial improvements in education, health care as a hos-
pital was constructed, and the liturgical involvement of the laity.

Due to his persistence and oversight, he formed a language school in Antigua, Guatema-
la, to develop a written version of the local Tz’utujil dialect. He also was instrumental in 
bringing an eager young priest by the name of Father Stanley Rother to share his talents 
to serve the mission.

By 1972, Father Carlin’s zeal for missionary work had waned and his eccentric person-
ality had worn thin. After a leave absence from 1972-1976, he returned to active ministry 
in Oklahoma only to die of a heart attack while driving home to his assignment in Apache.

Despite his personality quirks, Father Ramon Carlin is a critical figure in the his-
tory of the Church in Oklahoma. His intelligence and imagination helped to bring 
about a successful missionary venture and allowed the goodness and ability of 
Blessed Stanley Rother to blossom.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Boy Scouts erect new flagpole 
at The Center of Family Love

Fr. Ramon Carlin
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WASHINGTON - The Farm Workforce Moderniza-
tion Act of 2019, passed by the House Dec. 11 with 
a 260-165 bipartisan vote, aims “to make a better 
system for both the farmer and the farmworkers and 
to create a more effective and humane agriculture 
industry,” said the chairman of the U.S. bishops’ 
Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Devel-
opment.

Archbishop Coakley, the domestic policy chairman, 
was joined in praising the House vote by Auxiliary 
Bishop Mario E. Dorsonville of Washington, chair-
man of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Committee on Migration. They issued a statement 
Dec. 13.

The measure, H.R. 4916, now goes to the Senate 
for a vote, would improve conditions for immigrant 
farmworkers and their families, as well as ensure the 
stability of the U.S. agricultural industry, the chair-
men said.

“I commend the lawmakers who worked on this im-
portant effort in a bipartisan manner and I urge the 
U.S. Senate to take up this bill which gives earned 
permanent residency for certain farmworkers,” add-
ed Bishop Dorsonville.

It amends the Immigration and Nationality Act to 
provide a process for farmworkers in the country 
without documents to seek a temporary five-and-
a-half-year “certified agricultural worker” status, 
or CAW, if they have worked for approximately six 
months in the industry in the last two years. The 
status can be extended. Under the bill the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security may grant dependent 
status to the spouse or children of the farmworker 
with the CAW status.

Among other provisions, the bill permanently 
establishes the Housing Preservation and Revitaliza-
tion Program, which provides financing assistance 
for rural rental housing and off-farm labor housing 
and rental assistance for qualified tenants of such 
housing. It also authorizes the Department of Ag-
riculture to provide various assistance, including 
funding for insuring loans and grants for new farm-
worker housing.

“The Farm Workforce Modernization Act was writ-
ten in an effort to make a better system for both the 
farmer and the farmworkers and to create a more 
effective and humane agriculture industry,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said.

“The Catholic Church has long recognized the dig-
nity of work of both citizen and immigrant farmwork-
ers and growers alike and welcomes changes in the 
law to help ensure greater protections,” he added.

In a Nov. 12 letter to House members, the USCCB 
told the lawmakers H.R. 4916 “proposes a meaning-
ful way for migrant agricultural workers to earn legal 
status through continued agricultural employment 
and contributions to the U.S. agricultural economy.”

“It also improves labor protections while produc-
ing employment flexibility that is needed to aid our 
agricultural industries,” the letter said. “H.R. 4916 
creates more accessible and predictable worker pro-
grams while ensuring more worker protections, such 
as improving the availability of farmworker housing 
and providing better health protections.”

House bill improves existing system 
for farmworkers, farmers, say bishops

By Catholic News Service 

continued from page 1

be found online at archokc.org/
clergyabusereport. 

Father Pasala returned to the 
United States and was serving as 
a pastor in the Diocese of Bak-
er, Ore. Once the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City substantiated 
the allegation that included an 
admission by Father Pasala, the 
Diocese of Baker was informed of 
the findings. Bishop Liam Cary 
immediately removed Father Pas-
ala from ministry on Dec. 6. The 
bishop in Nellore was notified 
and Father Pasala returned to In-
dia to face disciplinary action. 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City and the Diocese of Baker 
have not received further allega-
tions of abuse involving Father 
Pasala. To report abuse of a 
minor involving Father Pasala, 
contact the archdiocese’s Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at (405) 
720-9878 or, in the Diocese of 
Baker, at (541) 388-4004. 

Report abuse or inappropriate 
behavior with a minor immedi-
ately. Contact local law enforce-
ment, the state Department of 
Human Services at (800) 522-
3511 and the archdiocesan 
Victim Assistance Coordinator. 
If a child is in immediate danger, 
call 9-1-1. Reporting situations 
include incidences involving 
priests, deacons, volunteers, 
youth, chaperones and employ-
ees of a parish, school or diocese.

Opens Jan. 15
1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Monday-Saturday
1900 W. MacArthur St., 

Shawnee
(405) 878-5490

continued from page 1

Abbey to open Monks’ Marketplace

“The Monks’ Marketplace will 
have eggs from the flock of free-
range hens, honey produced by 
the abbey’s bees and craft items 
made by the monks. When avail-
able, we also will sell our own line 
of jams and jellies and seasonal 
candies and baked goods,” Brother 
Damian said.

Some of the offerings from other 
monasteries will include Monk 
Sauce from Subiaco Abbey, hand 
lotions and 
soaps from the 
Benedictine 
Sisters of Clyde, 
Mo., and break-
fast cookies and 
granola prod-
ucts from the 
Brothers and 
Sisters of Char-
ity near Ber-
ryville, Ark. 

“This is an op-
portunity for us 
to raise aware-
ness of consecrated life in the 
United States as well as expand 
the sales for our sisters and broth-
ers in other communities,” Brother 
Damian said. 

The shop will offer hand-made 
rosaries, custom jewelry, personal 
care products made with all-nat-
ural ingredients and books on 
Benedictine spirituality.

Br. Damian Whalen varnished a new counter top for the Monks 
Marketplace, which is set to open Jan. 15 at St. Gregory’s Abbey 
at 1900 W. MacArthur St. in Shawnee. Photos Theresa Bragg.
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Oklahoma teens cheer faith, prayer, 
friends at NCYC

INDIANAPOLIS – More than 20,000 teenagers 
and their mentors attended the National Catho-
lic Youth Conference in November at the Lucas 
Oil Stadium in Indiana. The conference occurs 
every two years and is produced by the Nation-
al Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry. This 
year’s conference theme 
was “Blessed, Broken, 
Given.” 

Leticia Martinez-Bowl-
by, a teen who attended 
the Steubenville con-
ference in Missouri this 
past summer, had been 
looking forward to NCYC 
since she heard about it. 

“They gave us a little 
bit of insight as to what 
NCYC would look like. It 
was only September at 
the time, but we couldn’t 
be more excited!” said 
Martinez-Bowlby, who 
attended the conference 
with the group from 
Epiphany of the Lord in 
Oklahoma City. 

Jackie Nguyen had a 
similar experience.

“My brother went to 
NCYC in 2017. He was 
so on fire with his faith. I 
could tell it had impacted his life in a profound 
way and I couldn’t wait until I could experience 
the same.” 

The Oklahoma teens arrived in Indiana by 
bus on Nov. 21. 

“When we arrived, we gathered for a For King 
and Country concert,” said Rebekah Cleary, 
who attended with a group from Saint John in 
Edmond. “Friday was filled with speakers and 

began with a group Bible study with 20,000 
people. At the end of the day there was adora-
tion and confession.”

This year’s NCYC emcees were Katie Prejean 
McGrady and Father Agustino Torres, C.F.R. 
On Saturday, the general session featured Sis-
ter Bethany Madonna. 

Breakout sessions included presentations 
about pro-life issues, chastity and “Deep Dive” 

where presenters offer practical tips on living 
their faith more intentionally through prayer 
and scripture. 

The Oklahoma groups also visited “The Glob-
al Village,” a building where different sections 
represented a continent from around the world. 

“In one ‘North America’ booth you would find 
teens helping to make mats for the homeless, 
in another you would find a booth promot-

ing pro-life, in another you might find priests 
promoting the life of the priesthood,” Marti-
nez-Bowlby said.

Adoration was the highlight of the trip, Re-
bekah Cleary said.

“Having 20,000 people surrounding you 
laying down themselves before the Lord is truly 
life changing.”

Nguyen’s favorite part of the trip was making 
new friends.

“I made so many new 
friends from around 
the country, countless 
memories, and an un-
forgettable experience 
that has completely 
changed my life for the 
better.”

The next NCYC will 
be in 2021 and the 
theme will be “Ablaze.” 
It will take place Nov. 
18-20 and the emcees 
will be Sister Miriam 
Heidland and Brian 
Greenfield.

Kaleigh Bennett, a 
teen who attended with 
Saint John, said she 
had a great experience 
at NCYC.

“It’s an amazing way 
to get to grow closer 
as a youth group and 
parish,” she said.

Martinez-Bowlby encouraged everyone to 
attend the conference, “It will be the best de-
cision of your life if you choose to go. You will 
make tons of friends, step out of your comfort 
zone and have lots of fun! I can’t wait to see 
what NCYC 2021 has in store for us!” 

Miranda Renteria is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic and a sophomore intern from 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School.

By Miranda Renteria 
The Sooner Catholic

The youth group from Epiphany of the Lord in Oklahoma City walk to Lucas Oil Stadium with an archdi-
ocesan flag on day two for opening session of NCYC. Photo provided.

Photos Chris Porter/
Sooner Catholic. 

Advent Lessons and Carols
Dec. 15  - The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
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Mary is loving mother, humble disciple, 
pope says on Guadalupe feast

VATICAN CITY – Celebrating 
the feast of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe, Pope Francis said she 
reminds Catholics of her true 
essence as a woman, a moth-

er and a “mestiza” or person of mixed race.
She revealed herself to Saint Juan Diego 

as a “mestiza” to show “that she is every-
one’s mother,” and she speaks to everyone 
as she spoke to this indigenous saint five 
centuries ago, with tenderness and mother-
ly love, the pope said in his homily during a 
Mass in Saint Peter’s Basilica Dec. 12.

Seminarians and priests from Rome’s 
Pontifical Latin American College alternated 
singing their traditional guitar-accompa-
nied songs with the Sistine Chapel choir 
singing parts of the Mass in Gregorian 
chant.

The pope and concelebrating cardinals 
and bishops processed into the basilica 
dressed in white. Among the concelebrants 
were U.S. bishops from Illinois, Indiana 
and Wisconsin who were in Rome as part of 
their Dec. 9-13 “ad limina” visits to report 
on the status of their dioceses.

Pope Francis stood before a replica of 
Saint Juan Diego’s tilma, which bears the 

image of Mary, who appeared to the saint 
in 1531.

In his homily, which the pope delivered 
off-the-cuff in Spanish, he reflected on the 
way Mary appears in the Gospels and in 
the apparitions to Saint Juan Diego.

She is first and foremost a woman who 
has been given many titles – many that 
contain the title “Our Lady,” which under-
lines her womanhood, he said.

But, he said, “she doesn’t try to be some-
thing else: she is a woman disciple,” the 
pope said.

She is humble and faithful to her teacher, 
her son, “the only Redeemer,” he said.

She never asked and “never wanted to 
take something of her son for herself. She 
never presented herself as a co-Redemptrix, 
but as a disciple” who served him and gave 
life, he said.

Pope Francis’s mention of Mary and the 
role of co-Redemptrix was a reference to 
the fact that, for decades, some Catholics, 
including specialists in Mariology, have 
requested that Mary be officially proclaimed 
co-Redemptrix for her cooperative role with 
Jesus, the redeemer. However, Saint John 
Paul II and Popes Benedict XVI and Francis 
declined to do so.

Mary is the mother of Jesus, she is “our 
mother, the mother of our people” and the 

Church, Pope Francis said in his homily.
Understanding the Church through Mary 

is essential for understanding the role of 
women in the Church, he said, because 
their role is more than just “functional.”

Like Mary, women make the Church 
maternal and transform it into the “holy 
mother Church,” he said.

It also is important, Pope Francis said, 
that Mary appeared to Saint Juan Diego as 
a woman of mixed race.

That way she shows she is the mother of 
all peoples; she became one with the people 
and, by bringing Jesus into the world, she 
also made God one of the people with Jesus 
as both true God and man.

At the end of the Mass, Cardinal Marc 
Ouellet, head of the Vatican Congregation 
for Bishops and president of the Pontifical 
Commission for Latin America, gave special 
thanks and congratulations to Pope Francis 
for the 50th anniversary of his ordination 
to the priesthood Dec. 13.

After applause from the congregation, 
Cardinal Ouellet thanked the pope for the 
way he lives the priesthood, “in a spirit of 
humility and mercy, in a spirit of reform 
and holiness, giving priority and great char-
ity to those most in need.”

By Carol Glatz  
Catholic News Service 

Several parishes in the archdiocese celebrated the feast day of Our Lady of Guadalupe with food, matachines dances, music, processions and Mass. Photos provided.



We have arrived at the last book in our Bible, 
Apocalypse or Book of Revelation. While it 
wasn’t the last book written, it is placed at the 

end of our bibles as the 
only book of its literary 
genre in the New Testa-
ment. 

Many have expressed 
fear or uneasiness regard-
ing the divinely inspired 
content of this book, and 
the Hollywood version of 
its content does not help 

erase this misunderstanding. When properly 
interpreted, the Book of Revelation is one filled 
with hope and joy in the triumph of the Lamb 
of God, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Experts say there are about five different 
ways to interpret this unique divinely inspired 
book that does need interpretation. First, many 
experts see in this book the skirmishes between 
Church and state during the time in which it 
was written. A second group believe the book 
describes what life was like in the 1st century. 
A third group interpret the Book of Revelation 
as an outline of Church history throughout the 
centuries, while a fourth group sees in the book 
a description of the ups and downs of spiritu-
al life. Finally, there are a few who sadly only 

see the book as a preview of the end times, the 
return of Christ and his final triumph. 

In my non-expert opinion, the best way 
to interpret the Book of Revelation is follow 
the Magisterium’s lead and keep in mind the 
various views above, since they all contribute 
something to our understanding of the last 
book of the New Testament.

Another key in understanding the Book of 
Revelation – reawakened by Scott Hahn and his 
best seller, “The Lamb’s Supper” – is to see it 
as an expression of truths already contained in 
our liturgical celebration of the Eucharist. 

Here is a quote from the Catholic Bible Dic-
tionary, edited by Scott Hahn. I have taken out 
the chapter references:

“Worship is both part of the plot and the 
primary action of the book. Revelation presents 
us with overtly Christian worship: it is directed 
both to God and to the Lamb. The visions are 
filled with the sights and sounds of the liturgy 
of Israel. John sees a Temple in heaven with 
the ark of the covenant, an altar of incense, 
golden lamp stands, priestly vestments, sacred 
gemstones, scrolls, trumpets, palm branches, 
harps, incense and libation bowls, and at the 
center of everything the sacrificial Lamb. There 
are songs of praise: ‘Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord God almighty, who was and is to come!’ 

All these 
sights, 
sounds, 
and even 
scents are 
familiar 
from the 
worship of 
ancient Is-
rael: they are heavenly counterparts of earthly 
realities. The same liturgical actions continue 
in the Christian Church: Revelation shows us 
that the Christian liturgy on the Lord’s day is 
a participation in the eternal divine liturgy that 
never ceases in heaven.”

I invite you to read “The Lamb’s Supper.” God 
gave us the Book of Revelation not to scare 
us, but to give us peace. In this book, God 
strengthens our faith, gives us a solid founda-
tion to our hope in and through Christ’s final 
triumph and, above all, he shows us his eternal 
love and mercy.

As this series comes to an end, I have a lot 
to be thankful for: I thank God for the Book of 
Revelation; for having ended this year’s long 
series on the Bible; and for next year’s series 
on the Eucharist, our mystery of faith (mysteri-
um fidei). 

A blessed 2020 to all! Amen.

Sooner Catholic10   December 29, 2019 

Apocalypse isn’t a scary book
It’s the end 

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Jobs Box
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
executive director

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking an executive direc-
tor for the Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine. This position is responsi-
ble for the operation of the shrine, 
which is under construction in 
Oklahoma City. Duties include 
leading the planning and execu-
tion of all business and operational 
aspects of the shrine; providing 
executive leadership for lay employ-
ees and contractors supporting the 
shine; strategic planning for the 
facilities, programs, resource devel-
opment and outreach; serving as 
the assistant secretary of the board 
of directors for the shrine corpora-
tion as a non-voting member; and 
promotion of pilgrimages and other 
activities that will take place on the 
campus. Must be a faithful Catho-
lic who is active in parish life and 
forms life around the teachings of 
the Church; possess a bachelor’s 
degree from an accredited institu-
tion of higher education (a master’s 
degree in business or other disci-
pline using analytical processes 
preferred); five years in executive 
leadership with complete financial 
responsibility; demonstrated ability 
to provide oversight to staff and 
volunteers. Experience in shrine 
leadership preferred. Bilingual in 
Spanish strongly preferred. Send 
inquiries and resumes to nlargent@
archokc.org.

Office director
Willow Pregnancy Support Inc. 

is seeking a south office director to 
promote and facilitate goals and ob-
jectives as directed by the adminis-

trative office and provide volunteers 
with support, advice and updated 
information regarding office policies 
and procedures. Bachelor’s degree, 
strong communication skills and 
bilingual a must. Must pass OSBI 
background check, computer pro-
ficient and leadership skills. Pre-
ferred two or more years of expe-
rience. E-mail resume to mclark@
willowpregnancy.org.

Substitute teacher - Kingfisher
A long-term substitute teacher 

is needed immediately for a com-
bined 3rd and 4th grade classroom 
at Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 
School in Kingfisher. An Oklaho-
ma teaching certificate required; 
experience preferred. Contact 
Joana Camacho, interim principal, 
at (405) 375-4616 or principal@
stspeterandpaul.org.

Music director
Corpus Christi in Oklahoma City 

is looking for a part-time music 
director. Knowledge of liturgy and 
gospel music a plus. Contact Fr. 
Danny Grover at dgrover2010@
gmail.com. 

Director of youth ministry - 
Norman 

St. Mark in Norman is seeking a 
director of youth ministry who will 
be responsible for the coordina-
tion and organization of the parish 
youth programs for grades 7-12. 
The youth director also will be re-
sponsible for coordinating the con-
firmation program at the parish. 
Candidate must be a practicing 
Catholic with background in reli-
gious education, pastoral ministry 

or theology. Send resumes to Fr. 
Timothy Fuller, St. Mark, 3939 W. 
Tecumseh Rd., Norman 73072.

Teacher - Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School in Yukon is accepting ap-
plications for a certified teaching 
position. A fifth-grade homeroom 
teacher is needed for the second 
semester of the current school 
year beginning Jan. 6. An Oklaho-
ma teaching certificate required, 
experience preferred. Contact Na-
talie Johnson at (405) 354-2509, 
principal@sjnok.org.

Human resources assistant
The Center of Family Love is 

seeking a full-time human re-
sources assistant to help with the 
new hire process from start to fin-
ish. The successful applicant will 
have a positive attitude, a desire 
to work as efficiently as possible, 
ability to maintain confidentiality 
and excellent customer service 
skills. Qualified candidates must 
be able to multi task and have a 
positive and friendly demeanor. 
Excellent communication skills a 
must. This position will assist the 
human resources and accounting 
departments. Send inquiries and 
resumes to Christine Eubank at 
CEubank@cflinc.org. 

Attorney - OKC
Catholic Charities is seeking an 

attorney to provide high-quality 
legal services to low-income indi-
viduals. The attorney is primarily 
responsible for assessing individ-
uals’ eligibility for immigration 
relief and representing individuals 

before USCIS and the immigration 
court. This position may supervise 
office staff and volunteers. Can-
didate must be a member in good 
standing of the bar of any state 
(Oklahoma State Bar preferred); 
and be fluent in the reading, writ-
ing and speaking of Spanish. One 
to two years of immigration law 
experience preferred, but willing 
to train the right candidate. Send 
inquiries and resumes to Sara 
Bobbitt at sbobbitt@ccaokc.org. 

Rose Home director
Willow Pregnancy Support Inc. 

is seeking a director for the Rose 
Home to manage all programs, 
ensure that programming is meet-
ing resident needs, develop and 
expand programming as necessary 
and recruit volunteers or utilize 
community resources to facilitate 
programming, including, but not 
limited to, parenting, nutrition, 
wellness, money management 
and child birth preparation. The 
director develops, maintains and 
directs Rose Home in compliance 
with directives issued by the exec-
utive director of Willow Pregnan-
cy Support Inc. toward attaining 
self-sufficiency for all Rose Home 
residents. The director manages 
staff, volunteers and the house-
hold so that safety, health, healing 
and growth are met in a smoke 
and drug-free environment. Bache-
lor’s degree, strong communication 
skills and preferred two or more 
years of experience. E-mail resume 
to mclark@willowpregnancy.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

The first edition of 
this title was edited 
by Father Leonard 
Foley, O.F.M., and 
published in 1975. 
He subsequently 
edited the second and 

third editions. The fourth through the current 
eighth editions were edited and revised by Fa-
ther Pat McCloskey, O.F.M. These editors wrote 
some of the entries, but they had help from 
various authors connected with the Franciscan 
Order and Franciscan Media.

This book does not give an entry of a saint 
or blessed for every day of the year. One has 
to go to another source for that. The days that 
have a saint or blessed entry may have more 
than one given. Entries for saints and blessed 
of interest to the United States, Canada and 
Mexico are given too. Not only entries of saints 
or blessed are given. There are entries for other 
liturgical celebrations like the Transfiguration 
(Aug. 6), the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart and 

other such celebrations of the liturgical calen-
dar.

The book has a table of contents, an intro-
duction; entries for the saints and blessed, a 
short bibliography of audio, books and video 
resources, and concludes with an index. There 
are no illustrations.

The format of the entries are as follows: 1. 
Date with liturgical rank of the day ranging 
from solemnity, feast, memorial or optional 
memorial. 2. The name of the saint or blessed. 
3. Way of life the saint or blessed lived; like 
wife, bishop or religious. 4. The dates of the life 
of the saint or blessed. 5. The biography of the 
saint or blessed. 6. A comment is given about 
the saint or blessed. 7. A quote from saint or 
blessed or some other source related to that 
person or celebration. The entries range in 
length from a page or to a page and a half. The 
entries are very readable and concise. They are 
in a summary format.

Some of the saints and blessed added since 
the seventh edition are: Saint Oscar Romero 
(March 24), Saint Marie of the Incarnation (Apr. 
30), Saint Francois de Laval (May 6), Blessed 
Miriam Teresa Demjanovich (May 8), Blessed 
Stanley Rother (July 28), Saint Paul VI (Sept. 

26, but the feast day was moved to May 29 
by Pope Francis), and Blessed Solanus Casey 
(July 30). 

Some dates of the feast 
day of saints or blesseds 
may vary from religious 
orders or countries. Like 
for Benedictines Saint 
Hildegard’s feast day is 
Sept. 17, but this book 
gives it as being Dec. 
17, and Pope Francis 
might move a saint’s or 
blessed’s feast from the 
original date to another 
day like he did with Saint 

Paul VI mentioned above.
Overall, this book is a great guide and in-

troduction to the saints and the blesseds. It is 
readable and has interesting information about 
the saints that might be true or legendary. This 
book is highly recommended to those interest-
ed in the saints or the blesseds. 

Brother Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey in Shawnee, is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

This past year, my wife and I 
have had the gift of leading a dis-
cipleship group at our parish; 12 
teenagers who we meet with every 
week. We have been reading C.S. 
Lewis books together the past se-
mester and taking time to discuss 
them when we meet. It has been 
incredible watching these young 
people grow spiritually and come 
alive in our weekly discussions. 
I’m always amazed at the deep 
capacity young people have for 
growing in their faith.

A couple of weeks 
ago, one of these teens 
went on a trip with the 
archdiocese to the Na-
tional Catholic Youth 
Conference in India-
napolis. She had an 
experience that I want 
to share.

One day, during the 
conference, her small 
group had free time 
and went to the Cath-
olic church across the 
street from the con-
vention center. They spent time in 
prayer. She told us afterward that 
she really didn’t know what to do. 
She went and just sat in a pew 
and said to herself, “Well, I guess 
I’m supposed to pray.”

But, as she sat there, she felt 
that she was supposed to take out 
her journal. And, then she felt the 
prompting to just write. This is 
what she wrote in her journal that 
day:

“A mother’s love for her child is 
like my love for you. YOU are my 
child and I love you.  

Love is patient, kind and forgiv-
ing. You are forgiven and I pa-
tiently wait for your return.  I am 
longing for you to run toward me 
and embrace me.

You may ask, ‘How am I to do 
this?’ My answer is clear: I love 
you and all I want for you to do 
is to open the door of your heart. 
Opening the door is harder than 

you expect. You have tried and 
tried, asking me to come in, but it 
does not seem to work. You end up 
going through the motions: going 
to Mass, praying in silence, being 
a good Catholic.

While these are all good things to 
do, that is not all I want from you. 
I want to be with you, totally and 
completely, forever and ever. To 
do this, you must surrender all to 
me. Stop trying to figure out your 

entire life. Learn to listen as well 
as lead. Lead by example. Listen 
with love. Show mercy and com-
passion to those who are different 
from you.

Love is God. God is love. I am 
love and you are mine.”

She shared about this experience 
in one of our discipleship groups 
after returning from the trip. As 
she read what she had written, 
the other teens in the group were 
all blown away at how profound it 
was. 

I share this young teen’s expe-
rience to make a powerful point 
about discipleship – if you want 
to grow as a disciple, you need 
to be able to hear his voice. Ob-
viously, a big part of prayer is 
discernment. We always have to be 
careful when hearing God in our 
personal prayer and be discern-
ing that it’s for sure God who is 
speaking. There are other voices in 
our hearts that we can hear. But, 
I think you would agree that what 
this young woman heard is in fact 
the Lord speaking into her heart. 
There are numerous statements 
in the message that could be cited 
with scripture references.

This kind of hearing in prayer 
is critical to discipleship because 
when we can hear the voice of God 
in our inner heart, he can speak 
into our core identity. God is desir-
ing to love us and speak that love 
directly into our hearts. And, just 
like what this teen heard, when he 
speaks that love, it often is con-

nected directly with mission. He 
loves to tell us who we are because 
that typically helps us understand 
why we are here!

This time of year provides a 
great opportunity to spend more 
time in prayer. It’s the Christmas 
season. Take some time to think 
about your New Year’s resolutions. 
I encourage you to consider doing 
something like what this young 
person did; go to the church or 
better to an adoration chapel. You 
even can imagine you are making 
a journey to the manger like the 
wise men did to visit the Christ 
child. 

Just bring a journal and a pen. 
Take time to stir up gratitude in 
your heart for all the blessings of 
the past year. How has God loved 
you and provided for you? How 
have you experienced his love 
through those you are closest to? 
After spending some time thanking 
God for all that love, tell him you’d 
love to just listen to what he has 
to say.

Have your pen and journal ready 
– I think he has some things he 
wants to say to you!
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The beautiful gift of prayer

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

Real Life Disciples

“Love is God. 
God is love. 

I am love and 
you are mine.”

“Saint of the Day: The definitive guide to the saints” 

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

Latest edition adds Bl. Stanley Rother
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Conversión en un momento 
de encuentro

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El camino de los últimos dos años ha sido 
fructífero, ya que hemos emprendido un pro-
ceso de planificación pastoral para nuestra 
arquidiócesis. Al centrarnos en la construcción 
de una cultura de conversión y discipulado, he 
tenido muchas oportunidades para reflexionar 
sobre mi propia conversión. 

He compartido esta historia varias veces 
en varios lugares. Permítanme una vez más 
compartir algunos puntos sobresalientes, no 
para presentarme como un modelo ejemplar, 
sino para atraerlos al ejercicio de “recordar 
con gratitud” sus propios momentos en los que 
el Señor ha tocado su vida, ha entrado en su 
corazón y los ha dejado cambiados y transfor-
mados. 

Cuando estaba en el penúltimo año en la 
Universidad de Kansas, participé en un grupo 
llamado (El Programa Integrado de Humani-
dades). El Programa realizó un viaje de es-
tudios a Irlanda durante un semestre. Tenía 
muchas ganas de ir con más de cien de mis 
amigos. Me imaginaba que sería un recorrido 
de cuatro meses por las tabernas de veintiséis 
condados. Sin embargo, en la primera semana 
que estuvimos allí todo cambió. Estábamos 
pasando la mitad de nuestro tiempo en una 
pequeña isla llamada Inishbofin en la costa 
oeste de Irlanda. Hacía apenas una semana 

que estábamos allí cuando algunos de nuestros 
amigos salieron una tarde a explorar. 

Era febrero, el sol se estaba poniendo, y sub-
ieron a las rocas para tener una mejor vista del 
paisaje marino y de la isla. Estos jóvenes eran 
de Kansas; no sabían nada sobre el océano, y 
ciertamente no sabían nada sobre las mareas. 
Más tarde esa noche estábamos en la taberna y 
algunos de nuestro grupo nos dijeron que Rick 
y Ed nunca regresaron. Ellos no regresaron 
esa noche y a la mañana siguiente todavía no 
había señales de ellos. Fui a la iglesia parro-
quial local, San Colman, para ir a la misa de la 
mañana. Inmediatamente después de la Misa, 
fui a la sacristía y le dije al párroco que estába-
mos preocupados por nuestros amigos. 

Cuando le conté al sacerdote lo que había 
pasado, él reconoció el peligro de la situación y 
llamó a la Guardia Costera. Llamaron a todos 
los pescadores que tenían una barca, a todos 
los que podían navegar. Pasé todo el día con 
este joven sacerdote, el Padre Martín O’Con-
nor, que sólo tenía dos o tres años de sacer-
docio. Recorrimos la costa rocosa de la isla 
buscando a nuestros amigos. Al final del día, 
llegamos a la conclusión de que tal vez nunca 
los encontraríamos. Un par de días después, 
sorprendentemente, sus cuerpos fueron re-
cuperados. Habían caído al mar y ambos se 
habían ahogado, uno tratando de rescatarse 
al otro, aparentemente porque uno de ellos se 
había resbalado y caído. 

Este fue un acontecimiento profundamente 
inesperado para un joven de 20 años que 
había estado esperando un semestre sin 
preocupaciones para andar por las tabernas. 
Estaba a cinco mil millas de casa, lejos de 
mis padres; no tenía manera de regresar. 
Una noche, hice algo que nunca había hecho 
antes. Fui y llamé a la puerta de la rectoría. 
Yo había crecido rodeado de sacerdotes; mi 
madre era secretaria de la parroquia, pero 
nunca buscaba a los sacerdotes, salvo en 

un confesionario cuando era necesario. Pero, 
durante ese tiempo difícil, fui y pasé un par de 
noches hablando con el Padre O’Connor. Esas 
visitas condujeron a una confesión general y 
a la consolidación de un proceso continuo de 
conversión. 

Mirando hacia atrás, fue ese encuentro con 
el Padre O’Connor en un momento tan vulner-
able, cuando tuve que enfrentarme a mi pro-
pia mortalidad debido a la muerte de amigos 
cercanos, ahí el Señor comenzó a sembrar las 
semillas de mi vocación. Fue en ese momento 
que empecé a inspirarme en la vida de este jo-
ven sacerdote, y empecé a entender por qué los 

sacerdotes son 
llamados “Padre”. 
Por primera vez, 
empecé a pen-
sar: “Bueno, tal 
vez Dios me está 
llamando a ser sacerdote”. En ese momento no 
estaba para nada listo para el seminario, pero 
toda la experiencia fue un momento profunda-
mente significativo y finalmente me llevó a mi 
vocación al sacerdocio. A través de los años, 
puedo recordar una situación tras otra en la 
que fui un “Padre O’Connor” para alguien más 
a quien el Señor trajo a través de mi cami-
no – no siempre hombres jóvenes como yo en 
ese momento, sino también parejas casadas, 
personas que luchan contra la pérdida y la en-
fermedad, personas que sufren, que necesitan 
consejo o ministerio. Mi vida ha estado llena de 
momentos de gracia cuando tuve el distingui-
do privilegio de hacer por otros lo que el Padre 
O’Connor había hecho por mí, facilitando un 
momento de encuentro con nuestro Señor que 
conduce a la conversión y la transformación. 

Un buen amigo estaba conmigo en ese viaje 
a Irlanda, y toda la experiencia tuvo un im-
pacto similar en su vida también. Más tarde 
ambos nos convertimos en sacerdotes, y luego 
en obispos. Él es El obispo James Conley, de 
Lincoln, Neb. Años más tarde, los dos hicimos 
una peregrinación de regreso a Irlanda. Mien-
tras estábamos allí, buscamos al Padre O’Con-
nor y lo invitamos a cenar. No tenía ni idea de 
que ambos nos habíamos convertido en sacer-
dotes, y mucho menos en obispos. Imagínense 
su alegría al ver el impacto que sus acciones de 
todos esos años atrás habían tenido en no-
sotros dos, y cómo ese impacto se manifestó a 
lo largo de los años. 

Lo esencial de la conversión es este momen-
to de encuentro. Al reflexionar sobre nuestra 
arquidiócesis y discernir en oración hacia 
dónde nos lleva Dios, me doy cuenta de que 
este es el deseo de mi corazón. Como dije en 
mi más reciente carta pastoral, “El deseo más 
profundo de mi corazón es ver a la Iglesia del 
centro y oeste de Oklahoma florecer como una 
comunidad de fe que nutre y suscita fervientes 
discípulos misioneros”. Lo que encontré en ese 
viaje hace tantos años hizo que me convirtiera 
en un discípulo. Es mi mayor deseo ver esa 
historia repetida una y otra vez a través de 
nuestra arquidiócesis en las vidas y corazones 
de nuestra gente.

Esta columna es la introducción al nuevo Plan 
Pastoral Visión 2030 del Arzobispo Coakley. Lea 
o descargue el plan en archokc.org/2030.

VISIÓN 
2 0 3 0

Plan Pastoral
para la

Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City

Mons. Paul S. Coakley
Arzobispo de Oklahoma City

8 de diciembre de 2019

archokc.org/2030

Retiro el Viñedo de Raquel - Tulsa
Febrero 7 al 9 (Ingles); Marzo 20 al 22 (Español). El aborto puede ser una de las más traumáticas experiencias en la vida de una perso-

na. Sentimientos de tristeza, ansiedad, culpa y perdida son comunes, no solo para las mujeres pero también para los hombres. Este retiro 
da a hombres y mujeres la oportunidad de hacer el duelo por la pérdida de un hijo, perdonarse a sí mismos y restaurar paz con su hijo-s y 
con Dios. Guiados por el espíritu de compasión y confidencialidad, nosotros los ayudamos en su camino de sanación. Debido a las necesi-
dades de sensibilidad y confidencialidad los grupos no son mayores de 10 participantes. Un terapista y un diacono guían el retiro. Para 
información del retiro en Ingles usted puede contactar a Mary Lee en el teléfono (918) 508-7142, o correo electrónico: marylee@cceok.org. 
Para el retiro en Español usted puede contactar a Martha en el teléfono (918) 508-7134, o correo electrónico: mstanton@cceok.org.

Hemos llegado al último libro de nuestra 
Biblia, el Apocalipsis que significa Revelación. 
Si bien no fue el último libro escrito, se coloca 
al final de nuestras biblias como el único libro 

con ese género literario en 
el Nuevo Testamento.

Muchos han expresado 
temor o inquietud con 
respecto al contenido 
divinamente inspirado de 
este libro, y la versión de 
su contenido en el cine 
de Hollywood no ayuda a 
borrar este malentendido. 

Cuando se interpreta cor-
rectamente, el Libro de Apocalipsis es uno lleno 
de esperanza y alegría en el triunfo del Cordero 
de Dios, nuestro Señor y Salvador, Jesucristo.

Los expertos dicen que hay alrededor de 
cinco formas diferentes de interpretar este 
libro único inspirado por Dios que sí necesi-
ta interpretación. Primero, muchos expertos 
ven en este libro las riñas entre la Iglesia y el 
estado durante el tiempo en que fue escrito. 
Un segundo grupo cree que el libro describe 
cómo era la vida en el siglo primero. Un tercer 
grupo interpreta el Apocalipsis como un resu-
men de la historia de la Iglesia a lo largo de los 
siglos, mientras que un cuarto grupo ve en el 
libro una descripción de los altibajos de la vida 
espiritual. Finalmente, hay algunos que lamen-

tablemente solo ven el libro como un anticipo 
del fin de los tiempos, el regreso de Cristo y su 
triunfo final. 

En mi opinión no experta, la mejor manera 
de interpretar el Apocalipsis es seguir el ejemp-
lo del Magisterio y tener en cuenta los diversos 
puntos de vista anteriores, ya que todos con-
tribuyen algo a nuestra comprensión del último 
libro del Nuevo Testamento.

Otra clave para entender el Libro de Apocalip-
sis, despertado por Scott Hahn y su excelente 
libro, “La Cena del Cordero”, es verlo como una 
expresión de verdades ya contenidas en nues-
tra celebración litúrgica de la Eucaristía.

Aquí les ofrezco mi traducción de una cita del 
Diccionario Bíblico Católico, editado por Scott 
Hahn, edición en inglés. He sacado las referen-
cias a los capítulos del Apocalipsis:

“El culto a Dios es parte de la trama y la 
acción principal del libro. La revelación nos 
presenta un culto a Dios abiertamente cristia-
no: está dirigida tanto a Dios como al Cordero. 
Las visiones están llenas de imágenes y sonidos 
de la liturgia de Israel. Juan ve un Templo en 
el cielo con el arca de la alianza, un altar de 
incienso, lámparas de oro, vestimentas sacerdo-
tales, gemas sagradas, pergaminos, trompetas, 
ramas de palma, arpas, incienso y envases para 
las libaciones, y en el centro de todo el Corde-
ro de Dios para el sacrificio. Hay canciones de 
alabanza: ‘¡Santo, santo, santo, es el Señor Dios 

todopoder-
oso, que 
fue y es y 
que ven-
drá!’ Todas 
estas 
vistas, 
sonidos 
e incluso 
olores son 
familiares en el culto del antiguo Israel: son 
celestiales contrapartes de las realidades terre-
nales. Las mismas acciones litúrgicas continúan 
en la Iglesia Cristiana: la revelación nos muestra 
que la liturgia cristiana en el día del Señor es 
una participación en la eterna liturgia divina 
que nunca cesa en el cielo.”

Los invito a leer “La Cena del Cordero”.  Dios 
nos dio el Libro del Apocalipsis no para asus-
tarnos, sino para darnos paz. En este libro, 
Dios fortalece nuestra fe, nos da una base 
sólida para nuestra esperanza en y a través del 
triunfo final de Cristo y, sobre todo, nos mues-
tra su eterno amor y misericordia.

Allegar al final de esta serie, tengo mucho 
que agradecer: agradezco a Dios por el libro del 
Apocalipsis; por haber terminado la larga serie 
de este año sobre la Biblia; y por la próxima 
serie del nuevo año sobre la Eucaristía, el mis-
terio de nuestra fe (mysterium fidei).

¡Un bendecido 2020 para todos! Amén.
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El Apocalipsis no es un libro aterrador
Es el fin

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

SEMBRADORES 
DE LA FE
Sábado 22 De Febrero

7:30am-1:00pm
Centro Pastoral Catolico

BLESSED STANLEY
ROTHER INSTITUTE
A R C H D I O C E S E  O F  O K L A H O M A  C I T Y

Todos están cordialmente invitados a una presentación matutina en la que aprenderemos a vivir 
el llamado al discipulado, a la catequesis y a como invitar a los demás en el camino. Las puertas 

se abren a las 7:30 a.m.  La misa comienza a las 8:30 y concluiremos a las 1 p.m.
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Briefs
Become a seminarian pen pal!

Our seminarians are away from 
home for months at a time during 
their formation. While at seminary, 
they would like to hear from peo-
ple back home in Oklahoma! To 
become a Seminarian Pen Pal or to 
send a Christmas card, go online 
to archokc.org/penpal, find their 
addresses and write a note.

Perpetual candles
For a $500 donation, St. Joseph 

Old Cathedral will provide a candle 
for a personal intention to burn 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
for one year. A personalized brass 
plate with the prayer intention will 
be placed on a glass candle hold-
er. To reserve a perpetual candle, 
contact the church office at (405) 
235-4565, office@sjocokc.org.

Suicide prevention training 
Did you know you can help save 

a life? Catholic Charities encour-
ages parishioners to participate in 
mental health awareness training. 
QPR is a free one-hour suicide 
prevention training that provides 
three simple steps to reach some-
one who may be feeling hopeless. 
Professional counseling available. 
Contact St. Joseph Counseling 
Center at (405) 524-0969.

Suicide grief support group
A support group for those who 

have lost someone to suicide meets 
at St. Francis in Oklahoma City on 
the third Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Meerschaert 
House located just north of the 
church building, 1901 N.W. 18. 
The gathering is in a caring atmo-
sphere to remember loved ones. 
Call (405) 528-0485.

Doane Choir 
The 2020 Doane Choir United 

States Tour will perform at 7 p.m. 
Jan. 10 at Epiphany of the Lord, 
7336 W. Britton Rd. in OKC. Do-
ane University in Crete, Neb., has 
one of the premier college choirs 
in the United States, directed by 
Kurt Runestad. The choir has 
performed throughout this coun-
try and in Brazil, Germany, Italy, 
Poland, Sweden, Switzerland and 
South Africa. Everyone is welcome. 
Offering received to benefit the 
choir.

Day of Reflection
A Day of Reflection: “Enter the 

Gallery – A Parable of Jesus as Cu-
rated Art” with Fr. Simeon Spitz, 
O.S.B., will be 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Jan. 11 at St. Gregory’s Abbey in 
Shawnee. Early bird discount $30; 
$35 at the door, includes lunch. 
Contact (405) 878-5656, retreats@
monksok.org.

Made for More
Experience “Made for More: 

Visions of the Promised Land” 
national tour 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Jan. 22 at St. Thomas More, 100 
E. Stinson in Norman. The event 
shines a spotlight on St. John Paul 

II’s “Theology of the Body” and 
what it means to be human, with 
an emphasis on the Church’s au-
thentic, beautiful vision on human 
sexuality (untwisting the stereo-
types portrayed in the culture). 
Tickets $25. Visit corproject.com/
norman.

Topic: Sex, love and gender
Everyone is invited to an evening 

with Fr. Tad Pacholczyk, 6:30 p.m. 
- 8:30 p.m. Jan. 22 at St. Monica, 
2001 N. Western Ave. in Edmond. 
He will present on homosexuali-
ty and gender identity. Fr. Tad’s 
column appears in the Sooner 
Catholic. To learn more about the 
National Catholic Bioethics Center, 
go to www.ncbcenter.org.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Attend the upcoming Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter Experience 
Jan. 24-26. Visit www.meoklaho-
ma.org or contact Gina and Mike 
Dougherty (405) 834-6627.

Celebrating Catholic Education 
Breakfast

The 2020 Celebrating Catholic 
Education Breakfast with Arch-
bishop Coakley will be at 7 a.m. 
Jan. 28 at Embassy Suites Down-
town Medical Center, 741 N. Phil-
lips Ave. in Oklahoma City. Regis-
ter at archokc.org/breakfast.

Study and Sharing
The Gospel of Life Disciples 

presents First Sunday Study and 
Sharing at the St. John Paul II 
Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern Ave. in 
Moore. Explore the universal call 
to holiness and vocations with the 
writings of St. John Paul II in three 
small groups: Women of the Way 
– discerning consecrated life: Vita 
Consecrata; Teachers of the Truth 
– discerning priesthood: Gift and 
Mystery; Lovers of Life – discern-
ing Christian marriage: Familiaris 
Consortio. Join one or all encoun-
ters to be held on Feb. 2, March 1, 
April 5, May 3 and June 7. RSVP 
at (405) 778-1107.  

Rose Day
The annual pro-life rally will 

be at 11:30 a.m. Feb. 5 at the 
Oklahoma State Capitol. Keynote 
speaker is Abbey Johnson, former 
Planned Parenthood director. Ad-
vocates begin handing out roses at 
9:30 a.m. Visit www.roseday.life.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat – 
Tulsa

Feb. 7-9 (English); March 20-22 
(Spanish). Abortion can be one 
of the most traumatic experienc-
es in a person’s life. Feelings of 
sadness, anxiety, guilt and grief 
are common, not only for women, 
but for men, relatives and friends. 
This retreat gives men and wom-
en an opportunity to grieve the 
child lost and make peace with 
themselves, their children and 
with God. No more than 10 partic-
ipants attend due to the sensitive 
and confidential needs of those in 

attendance. A therapist and dea-
con guide the retreat. For English 
retreat, contact Mary Lee at (918) 
508-7142, marylee@cceok.org. 
For Spanish retreat, contact Mar-
tha at (918) 508-7134, mstanton@
cceok.org.

Green Tie Gala 
Catholic Charities for the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City will have 
its annual Green Tie Gala Feb. 22 
at the National Cowboy and West-
ern Heritage Museum, 1700 N.E. 
63 in Oklahoma City. This event 
celebrates and supports the home-
less services of Catholic Charities: 
Sanctuary Women’s Development 
Centers in Oklahoma City and 
Norman, and Holy Family Home 
in Midwest City. Contact Chelsea 
Rose at (405) 523-3009, crose@
ccaokc.org.

Day of Reflection
A Day of Reflection: “Practicing 

the Presence of God in Lent” with 
Br. Damian Whalen, O.S.B., will 
be 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. Feb. 22 at 
St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee. 
Early bird discount $30; $35 at 
the door, includes lunch. Con-
tact (405) 878-5656, retreats@
monksok.org.

Passion and Purpose for
Marriage

Dynamic Catholic will present 
Passion and Purpose for Marriage 
6:30 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. on Feb. 28 
at Christ the King, 8005 Dorset 
Dr. in Oklahoma City. The event 
will feature author and speaker 
Allen Hunt and musical guest 
George Lower. Tickets $25 pp. 
Visit dynamiccatholic.com or call 
(859) 980-7900.

Oklahoma Catholic Men’s 
Conference

Registration is open for the 2020 
Oklahoma Catholic Men’s Confer-
ence Feb. 29 at Embassy Suites, 
2501 Conference Dr. in Norman. 
Speakers include Fr. Leo Pataling-
hug, Dr. Edward Sri, Dave DiNuz-
zo and Paul George. Visit www.
catholicmen.net.

Safe Environment facilitator 
in-service

Save the Date: The annual Safe 
Environment Facilitator’s in-ser-
vice is 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. March 5 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
conference center. The deadline to 
reserve a room at the CPC is Feb. 
17. 

Domestic Church Evangelization 
Retreat

A Domestic Church Evangeliza-
tion Retreat will be held March 26-
29 at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway in 
OKC. Cost $350; scholarships 
available. Contact Alex Schimpf 
at (405) 709-2755, aschimpf@
archokc.org. Register at archokc.
weshareonline.org/ws/opportuni-
ties/DomesticChurchEvangeliza-
tionRetreat

An evening with Melissa Ohden: 
Abortion survivor

Pro-life advocate Melissa Ohden 
will speak at 7:30 p.m. March 28 in 
the Yukon High School gym. Free-
will donations and sponsorships 
accepted. Proceeds benefit The 
Center of Family Love in Okarche, 
the Knights of Columbus Pro-Life 
Billboard Campaign and Gateway 
Express Testing in Yukon. Contact 
yukon.kofc@gmail.com to donate or 
help sponsor the event.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

Registration is open for the 
2020 Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference March 28 at Embassy 
Suites, 2501 Conference Dr. in 
Norman. Speakers include Jenni-
fer Roback Morse, Kathryn Whita-
ker and Bonnie Engstrom. Visit 
ocwconference.com.

Van wanted 
St. Catherine of Siena in Pauls 

Valley is looking for a van to take 
youth and adults to retreats, con-
ferences and archdiocesan events. 
Preferably with 90,000 miles or 
less that someone is willing to sell 
or donate. Call the church office 
at (405) 238-3741.

Holy Innocents’ Chapel needs 
adorers

Holy Innocents’ Foundation is 
seeking more adorers for the Holy 
Innocents’ Chapel. Contact Toni 
Harrelson at adoration.holyinno-
cents@gmail.com or (405) 341-
2199.

Free Rother museum tour 
The Heritage Gallery at the Cath-

olic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway, presents “The 
Shepherd Cannot Run: A Retro-
spective on the Life of Bl. Stanley 
Rother.” The free exhibit is open 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day. Special tours arranged by 
calling (405) 721-5651, Ext. 141.

Rother documentary, 
beatification available on DVD

The DVD set of the Beatification 
Mass of Bl. Stanley Rother and the 
official Emmy-nominated docu-
mentary, “An Ordinary Martyr,” 
are available at the Bl. Stanley 
Rother Book Store, 7501 North-
west Expressway, online at rother-
store.com or call (405) 721-5651, 
Ext. 114.

WAC meetings
The Catholic Women’s Activity 
Club (CWAC) invites all women to 
meet the second Thursday of each 
month September – May in the pa-
tio room at Epiphany of the Lord, 
7336 Britton Rd., OKC. Lunch 
served at 11:30 a.m. followed by a 
short program and business meet-
ing. To be a guest at a meeting, 
contact Sharon Fernbaugh at (405) 
721-2183.

To see more briefs, go online to 
www.archokc.org/briefs.
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December

CPC offices closed Dec. 23 - 
Jan. 1.

Feast of the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang at (405) 249-1041, pota-
to.lang@gmail.com.

Sixth day within the Octave 
of the Nativity of the Lord.

Seventh day within the 
Octave of the Nativity of the 
Lord.

January

New Year’s Day.

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God.

Feast of St. Basil the Great.

Feast of St. Gregory Na-
zianzen.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine at (405) 358-3610, 
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

Feast of the Most Holy Name 
of Jesus.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
(405) 528-6252.

Feast of St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Retirement 
Center, OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m. 
in the St. Joachim Chapel; 
meeting 10 a.m. - Noon. Con-
tact Toni Harrelson at (405) 
341-2199, (405) 694-1292.

Feast of the Epiphany of the 
Lord. 

The Gospel of Life Disciples 
present First Sunday Study 
and Sharing at the St. John 
Paul II Dwelling, 4113 S. 
Eastern Ave. in Moore.

St. Francis of Assisi Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity of 
Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m., St. Anthony Hos-
pital, 1000 N. Lee. Contact 
(316) 558-0422, billfull@cox.
net.

Meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
p.m., St. Monica, Edmond (St. 
Ambrose Building) in room 

No. 105, for any Catholic lay-
person drawn to religious life. 
Call John or Mary McClernon, 
(405) 313-6611, (405) 414-
9407.

Feast of St. Andre Bessette.

“Marriage Mondays” 7 p.m. - 9 
p.m. in Marian Hall, St. John 
Nepomuk, Yukon.

Feast of St. Raymond of Peña-
fort.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29 in Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

The Catholic Women’s Activity 
Club meets the second Thurs-
day of each month September 
- May in the patio room at 
Epiphany of the Lord, 7336 
Britton Rd., OKC. Lunch at 
11:30 a.m. followed by a short 
program and business meet-
ing. Contact Sharon Fern-
baugh at (405) 721-2183.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m., St. John Rapha-
el House, Edmond. Contact 
Rachel Kretchmar at (405) 
642-2254, rachelkretchmar@
gmail.com.

Benedictine Oblates meet 
the second Saturday every 
month, 12:30 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
They seek God via prayer, 
Lectio Divina and spiritual 
discussion. Contact Judith 
Martin at (405) 635-5665, 
jmmartinosb@yahoo.com.

Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord.

Feast of St. Hilary.

Sanctity of Life Mass, 6 p.m., 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake 
Ave., OKC. 

Monthly Novena to the In-
fant Jesus. Nine days of 
novenas to the Infant Jesus 
of Prague. During the nine 
days, the novena prayers will 
be: Monday-Friday following 
Noon Mass; Saturday follow-
ing 5 p.m. Mass; and Sunday 
following 11 a.m. Mass.

Feast of St. Anthony, Abbot.

The Oklahoma City Com-
munity of Secular Carmel-
ites meets monthly at Little 
Flower, OKC. Anyone inter-
ested in deepening prayer life 
with community support, call 
Vicky Caudell at (405) 637-
4611 or William Ginn at (405) 
737-2024.
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Family in Lawton.
Respect Life coordinators for the archdiocese, Noelle Garcia 

McHugh and her husband David McHugh, will lead the event, which 
includes speaking and music. Archbishop Coakley will lead Eucha-
ristic adoration.

Noelle McHugh explained that Ignite is an exciting event that the 
entire family can enjoy together. 

“This event is typically geared toward youth, but we want to open it 
up to include all ages,” she said. “My talk is easy for youth to under-
stand and it’s appropriate for children. It will center on our Christian 
responsibilities with this issue and what it truly means to be com-
passionate.”

Since moving to Oklahoma from Kansas in September, the 
McHughs have focused on networking with other leaders in Oklaho-
ma who focus 
on pro-life min-
istries.

“There are 
a lot of people 
who are trying 
to do the same 
thing we are,” 
she said. “We 
want to foster 
those relation-
ships and bring 
the communi-
ty together on 
these issues.” 

The McHughs 
spent several 
years involved 
in youth min-
istry, music 
and evangeli-
zation as well 
as anti-suicide 
efforts. While 
the Respect Life 
program covers 
all threats to the 
sanctity of hu-
man life and supports every ministry that is engaged in the respect 
of human life, they are especially focused on abortion.

“Our vision for this ministry is to have people actively engaged and 
excited, and we hope this Mass will re-energize the pro-life move-
ment,” Noelle McHugh said. “The reality is that we’ve become numb 
to this. We want to see some renewed excitement around these is-
sues, get some younger faces and new ideas involved.”

Each year, 8th grade confirmation students at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help attend the Mass as part of the class 
requirements. Confirmation catechist Samantha Vu emphasized the 
importance of engaging her students in the event. 

“It is a beautiful Mass that celebrates life. Archbishop’s homily 
circulates around how precious and sacred human life is, the impor-
tance and our duty to fight for it,” she said. 

Vu’s goal for her students is to come away from the Mass able to 
comprehend the sanctity of every human life.

“I hope and pray they have an understanding and respect for the 
value of life,” Vu said. “I also hope they know how much they are 
loved and how important they are to those around them.”

Noelle McHugh explained there are many ways for people to be-
come involved in pro-life ministry, including daily prayer. The U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops declared Jan. 22 a day of prayer for 
the legal protection of unborn children. The date marks the anni-
versary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to legalize abortion 
through Roe v. Wade.

“Every sanctity of life issue has to start in the womb,” Noelle 
McHugh said. “Our motto is children are not an obstacle to our 
dreams, they are the inspiration for them.”

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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Catholic Charities 
Catholic Charities provides many 

resources for pregnant women 
and families including: Adoption 
support, counseling services, 
transitional house and the Family 
H.O.P.E Case Management Pro-
gram. People do not have to be 
Catholic to receive services. Ser-
vices are free and always confiden-
tial. Visit catholiccharitiesok.org.

Project Gabriel
Project Gabriel is a parish-based 

ministry supported by Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. It is a confidential, 
compassionate ministry helping 
women struggling with unplanned 
pregnancies. Project Gabriel men-
tors, engages and assists women 
in need of resources, supplies, and 
emotional and spiritual support. 
Locations in Shawnee, Edmond and 
Oklahoma City. Contact (405) 523-
3012 or visit projectgabrielok.org.

Rachel’s Vineyard retreats
A Rachel’s Vineyard weekend re-

treat offers abortion healing and an 
opportunity to deeply enter into the 
grieving process. Participation is 
strictly confidential. Both men and 
women are invited. The program 
is an apostolate of the Catholic 
Church, but people from other faith 
backgrounds are welcome. Pre-reg-
istration is required. There is no 
cost to attend but space is limited. 
Contact (405) 438-0265, rachels-
vineyardokc@gmail.com.

Willow Pregnancy Support
Willow Pregnancy Support 

(formerly Birth Choice) provides 
pregnant women, concerned friends 
or family members with compas-
sionate dialog, one-to-one help and 
nurturing support. Volunteers and 
staff members provide each wom-
an whatever practical assistance 
is necessary to help her realize 
her worth and that of her unborn 
child. With help from Willow, she 
can choose the gift of life, simul-
taneously finding enrichment and 
spiritual healing. Support is given 
in a loving, personal, non-judgmen-
tal and strictly confidential way to 
meet the specific needs of each in-
dividual. Visit willowpregnancy.org

Rosary for Life - OKC 
Sr. Maria, parishioners at St. 

James and community members 
gather every morning at 11:30 a.m. 
to peacefully pray the Rosary at 
1240 S.W. 44 at the corner of S.W. 
44 and Blackwelder Avenue near 
the abortion center. Anyone can 
participate. 

 
Rosary for Life - Norman 

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., at the chapel at St. Thomas 
More, 100 Stinson St. in Norman. 
Contact Connie Lang at (405) 249-
1041, potato.lang@gmail.com.

Holy Innocents’ Chapel 
Holy Innocents’ Foundation Chapel, 
6114 N.W. 63rd, Warr Acres, offers 
perpetual adoration of the Eucha-
rist, with the special goal of bring-
ing about an end to abortion. To 
sign up as a committed adorer or to 
volunteer, visit  holyinnocentsokc.
org. 

40 Days for Life
Every spring and fall, this 

40-day campaign aims to turn 
hearts away from abortion and 
the culture of death through 
round-the-clock, peaceful prayer 
vigils outside abortion facilities. 
For information on the Oklahoma 
City vigil, contact Erika Martinez 
at 40days4life.okc@gmail.com or 
(405) 615-7642. For the Norman 
vigil, contact Connie Lang at (405) 
249-1041 or jlang9@cox.net. Visit 
40daysforlife.com.

Low-cost health clinics
To find free or low-cost health 

clinics in the archdiocese, go on-
line to archokc.org/resources.

Gospel of Life Disciples and 
Dwellings

The Gospel of Life Disciples are a 
Catholic ecclesial family of conse-
crated and lay persons committed 
to Jesus as the way, truth and life. 
They live the corporal and spiritual 
works of mercy by accompanying 
frail elders with life-affirming care, 
free of charge. Contact Sr. Maria of 
the Trinity at srmaria@gospelofli-
fedisciples.org or (405) 778-1107. 
Visit gospeloflifedisciples.org.

St. Ann’s Pregnancy and 
Early Infant Loss support 

St. Ann’s Ministry for pregnan-
cy and infant loss, 6:30 p.m. - 8 
p.m., St. John Raphael House, 
Edmond. Contact Rachel Kretch-
mar at (405) 642-2254,  
rachelkretchmar@gmail.com.

St. Catherine’s miscarriage 
and infant loss ministry

St. Catherine’s miscarriage and 
infant loss ministry meets 6:30 
p.m. – 8 p.m. at Epiphany of the 
Lord, 7336 W. Britton Rd., in Okla-
homa City, on the third Monday of 
every month. Call (405) 618-2402.

Rose Day 
At the beginning of the new 

legislative session each year, hun-
dreds gather at the State Capitol 
to promote and support the lives 
of unborn babies by meeting with 
their state senators and repre-
sentatives and presenting them 
red roses, which represent the 
sanctity of the unborn. Attendees 
are encouraged to present roses 
to their representative, senator, 
lieutenant governor and governor. 
Visit roseday.life.

March for Life 
The March for Life in Wash-

ington, D.C., began as a small 
demonstration and rapidly grew to 
be the largest pro-life event in the 
world.  It is held on Jan. 22 each 
year on the anniversary of the 
U.S. Supreme Court Roe v. Wade 
decision that made abortion legal. 
Visit marchforlife.org.

Students for Life
Students for Life of America is 

the nation’s largest youth pro-
life organization. It is dedicated 
to training and equipping col-
lege, high school, middle school, 
medical school and law school 
students, so they can defend the 
preborn and help young mothers 
on their campuses. Visit students-
forlife.org.


