
With a powerhouse lineup 
of dynamic speakers, 
the 23rd Oklahoma 

Catholic men’s conference, “In The 
Father’s Footsteps,” challenged 
attendees to deepen their faith.

Held March 9 at the Embassy 
Suites Convention Center in Nor-
man, the event, with a theme of 
“Building the Bridge Between Re-
pentance and Faithfulness,” was 
a sellout with 950 men filling the 
center. Educational and entertain-
ing speakers asked men to contin-

ue their commitment to serve the 
Lord and their families.

Jason Evert
The day began with Jason Evert, 

a national speaker and author. 
His topic was on “Porn Detox,” 
where he looked at the problem 
of pornography. Evert mentioned 
some of the common arguments 
to defend the viewing of X-rated 
material.

“Some say it (pornography) is 
natural. It isn’t,” Evert told the 
men. He also disputed the notion 
the industry resulted in “no 
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Go Make Disciples

St. Katharine Drexel Fund bolsters 
Catholic schools

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

Serving Jesus, families and communities

Fr. Roger J. Landry speaks to guests during the 23rd Oklahoma Catholic men’s confer-
ence March 9 in Norman. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

Miguel Mireles listens to speakers at 
the Catholic men’s conference. 

continued on page 5

Archbishop Coakley blesses items 
during the Catholic men’s conference. 

Superintendent Diane Floyd presents award funds to Prin-
cipal Todd Gungoll of St. Charles Borromeo Catholic School. 
Photo provided.

Catholic schools have been making 
a difference in the lives of families 
in Oklahoma for more than 100 

years. Nineteen elementary schools and 
three high schools form a system of 22 
communities of Catholic learning, educat-
ing 5,000 students a year.

The 3rd annual Celebrating Catholic Ed-
ucation Breakfast was held Jan. 29, where 
265 guests gathered to celebrate Catholic 
schools and their impact on society. The 
net proceeds of the breakfast are distribut-
ed through the Office of Catholic Schools 
for two new funds that support priority 
needs in financially struggling communi-
ties and leadership programs for teachers 
and principals. 

Superintendent Diane Floyd recently 
had the opportunity to make three presen-
tations to those schools identified as the 
recipients of awards from one these funds 
– the Saint Katharine Drexel Fund. 

Recognizing that Catholic school educa-
tion is important, but that it also can be a 
large responsibility for a single parish, the 
Saint Katharine Drexel Fund seeks to as-
sist parishes. By empowering local parish 
communities to direct educational funds 
where they are most needed, the Drexel 
Fund seeks to ensure the system of Catho-
lic schools in the archdiocese is financially 
stable for generations. 

continued on page 6

2019 Oklahoma Catholic men’s conference
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a Pastoral letter now 
available. Archbishop Coak-
ley’s new pastoral letter, “Go 
Make Disciples! Building a 
Culture of Conversion and 
Discipleship for the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City,” 
lays out the vision for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City through 2030. Read the 
letter or download a copy at 
www.archokc.org/2030. Print 
copies available at listening 
sessions. 

a The Assembly of Cath-
olic Professionals second 
quarterly luncheon for 2019 
is May 9 at the Downtown 
Petroleum Club in OKC. The 
guest speaker is Sr. Rose-
mary Nyirumbe. To register, 
visit www.archokc.org/asp. 
Contact (405) 709-2745 or 
acp@archokc.org.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

A little more than 20 years ago, while I was a pastor 
in Wichita, a couple came to me because their mar-
riage was falling apart.  

The problem was Internet pornography. This was 
the first time I had encountered the devastating ef-
fects of what was then an emerging plague.  

The ready access to pornography through the 
Internet was a new frontier. One didn’t have to seek 
out pornography anymore in seedy sex shops or 
slick “men’s magazines.” It now was available only a 
click away. And, that was before the advent of smart 
phones. Today, Internet pornography has become a 
pandemic.  

The effects of pornography are absolutely devastat-
ing: addiction and compulsive behavior, marriage and 
family break-ups, human trafficking, an increasingly 
distorted understanding of the meaning and dignity 
of human sexuality and the loss of respect for per-
sons who become instrumentalized for the sake of 
sexual gratification. 

This is a pastoral challenge of the first order. Every 
priest who hears confessions knows how great a chal-
lenge this has become.

In 2015, the U.S. bishops issued a document called 
“Create in Me a Clean Heart: A Pastoral Response 
to Pornography.” According to research cited in that 
document the average child is first exposed to por-
nography by age 11 and nearly all boys and more 
than half of young girls see pornography by the age of 
18.  

Very often it is through accidental access by 
means of a pop-up ad or a typo during an Internet 
search. Digital technology has become a part of our 
lives. By age 5, half of all children go online daily. By 
age 13, three quarters of them have a mobile phone 
and 15-18 year olds spend an average of one hour 
each day consuming media on their phones.  

This new digital landscape is a deadly minefield 
for unaware children and ill-prepared parents and 
families.

With the encouragement of the Priests Council and 
pastoral staff of the archdiocese, we have been de-
veloping a pastoral strategy to address this problem. 
One of the first steps is to name it, to bring this dark 
secret into the light and talk about it. This is what we 
intend to do.  

At the recent 23rd annual “In the Father’s Foot-
steps” Oklahoma Catholic men’s conference, the 
topic of pornography was addressed effectively by 

Jason Evert and other 
speakers. The Spring 
Clergy Days this past 
week dedicated the 
entire gathering to a 
pastoral exploration 
of the phenomenon of 
pornography and addic-
tion guided by Father 
Sean Kilkawley, of the 
Diocese of Lincoln, who has become an expert in this 
challenging field. 

As a next step we will be partnering with Covenant 
Eyes to get the message out through “Safe Haven 
Sunday,” a name inspired by the bishops’ “Create a 
Clean Heart” document, which says, “the use of por-
nography by anyone in the home deprives the home 
of its role as a safe haven and has negative effects 
throughout a family’s life and across generations.”  

Covenant Eyes is a company that develops account-
ability and filtering services for Internet users and is 
a leader in the crusade to make the Internet a safer 
place for users and is committed to helping to im-
plement the bishops’ pastoral document, “Create a 
Clean Heart.” 

On March 30-31, parishes of the archdiocese will 
have the opportunity to participate on a voluntary 
basis in Safe Haven Sunday. Clergy will be provided 
support, resources for prayer and guidance for ad-
dressing the issue of pornography so they can preach 
on this topic in an appropriate manner that weekend. 

Parishes also will provide the booklet “Equipped: 
Smart Catholic Parenting in a Sexualized Culture,” 
which has been prepared by Covenant Eyes as a tool 
to assist families going forward. It also will include 
access to a free 7-day e-mail crash course offering 
parents practical tips on how to make their homes 
into safe havens from pornography and places of 
healing in a sexualized culture.

Pornography is one of the great obstacles sabotag-
ing our mission of evangelization and making disci-
ples. God calls us to more. He offers us freedom.  

Please pray that those who suffer from the devastat-
ing effects of pornography will find renewed hope and 
freedom. Let us confidently take the next steps in 
creating safe havens from pornography in our homes 
and families.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Safe Haven Sunday

For our nation: 
That we may build
 a true culture of life

and bring about an end
to the evil of abortion.
We pray to the Lord:

Lord, hear our prayer.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

March 24 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., Sts. Peter and Paul, Kingfisher
March 26 – Resurrection Cemetery Board meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 26 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
March 26 – Regional Listening Session, 6 p.m., St. Mary, Clinton
March 27 – School Mass and classroom visits, 9:15 a.m., Rosary School, OKC
March 27 – Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
March 27 – College Night, 7:30 p.m., St. Thomas More University Parish and Student Center, Norman
March 28 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Sts. Peter and Paul School, Kingfisher
March 28 – Senior Staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
March 29 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. John the Baptist, Edmond
March 30 – ACCW Woman of Achievement Mass and luncheon, 11 a.m., St. Philip Neri, Midwest City
March 30 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., Blessed Sacrament, Lawton
March 31 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., St. Anthony of Padua, Okeene
March 31 – Confirmation, 2 p.m., St. Ann, Fairview
April 2 – Catholic Radio annual luncheon, 11:30 a.m., Christ the King, OKC
April 2 – Priests Continuing Education Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
April 2 – Confirmation of college students, 5:15 p.m., St. Thomas More University Parish and Student Center, Norman
April 3 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., St. Francis Xavier, Enid
April 4 – Opening prayer for Safe Environment In-Service, 9:30 a.m., CPC
April 4 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
April 6 – Regional Listening Session, 9 a.m., St. Peter, Guymon
April 6 – Confirmation, 2 p.m., St. Peter, Guymon
April 6 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., Good Shepherd, Boise City
April 7 – Annual Scout Mass, 4 p.m., CPC

LOS ANGELES – William King 
knew he wanted to be a priest 
since he was 4 years old.

He traces the decision to one 
of his childhood priests, Father 
Greg Chisholm, a Jesuit who once 
served as pastor of Holy Name of 
Jesus Church in Jefferson Park, 
Calif. Like King, Chisholm is Afri-
can American, and seeing him in 
this role planted the idea that he, 
too, could become a priest.

When King was in high school, 
another African American priest, 
Father Allan Roberts, the late pas-
tor of Saint Bernadette Church, 
took him under his wing and nur-
tured this vocation.

King, 22, aspired to be like them 
– strong preachers, personable and 
good caretakers of their parishes – 
and their presence proved to him 
that priesthood was a viable path 
for African Americans. So, after 
graduating high school in 2015, he 
entered Juan Diego House, a sem-
inary for men aiming to become 
priests for the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles.

“It made a huge impact to know 
that black men like myself could 
be in a role that’s predominantly 
seen as white or Latino – and that 
I could do it well,” he said.

But, his experience is not the 
norm. Many black men in Los An-
geles have never known an African 
American priest, and vocation 
stories like King’s are becoming 
increasingly rare.

The Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
– the nation’s most diverse Cath-
olic diocese, where worship and 
ministry happen in more than 40 
languages – has ordained only one 
U.S.-born African American priest 
in its 82-year history. 

Roberts, King’s mentor, became 
the first African American priest 
ordained by the archdiocese in 
1980, but since his death in 2016, 

Los Angeles has had no African 
American diocesan priests. 

While black priests have served 
in the city as part of religious 
orders, and African-born priests 
have headed diocesan parishes, 
Los Angeles has long been missing 
African American priests to minis-
ter to the estimated 150,000 black 
Catholics in the area.

“It’s the reality of many of our 
dioceses,” said Father Stephen 
Thorne, a priest with the National 
Black Catholic Congress. “I believe 
that God has called black men 
to the priesthood in the Catholic 
Church, so it’s not about the call. 
It’s that we have not done our best 
to recruit them and to sustain that 
vocation.”

The underrepresentation of 
African Americans in the priest-
hood is nothing new, said Matthew 
Cressler, author of the 2017 book, 
“Authentically Black and Truly 
Catholic.”

Even though Catholics of African 
descent have been in the Americas 
“for as long as there have been 
Catholics in the Americas,” he 

said, the Church has long resisted 
their presence in the clergy. 

The first priests of African de-
scent in the U.S. passed for white, 
and it wasn’t until 1886 that the 
United States had an openly black 
priest. Even then, it wasn’t be-
cause American Catholics had ac-
cepted racial equality in the clergy.

Augustus Tolton – who was born 
to enslaved parents – applied to 
seminaries across the country 
with the help of an Irish priest he 
had been studying with in Illinois, 
Cressler said. But, no seminary 
would accept him because he was 
black, so he instead had to study 
in Rome, where he was eventually 
ordained. (Tolton’s cause for saint-
hood is now in process.)

“The institutional Church for the 
majority of its history has acted as 
most white-dominated institutions 
did, which is that they barred 
ordination, education and even en-
couraging of black vocations,” said 
Cressler, who is also an assistant 
professor of religious studies at 
the College of Charleston in South 
Carolina.

It wasn’t until the mid-20th 
century that black priests were 
ordained in larger numbers in the 
United States, Cressler said. But, 
many black men still faced signifi-
cant obstacles to get there, includ-
ing harassment and hostility from 
fellow seminarians. 

Others were diverted away from 
diocesan seminaries and toward 
missionary orders that catered 
specifically to African Americans, 
such as the Society of the Divine 
Word and Saint Joseph’s Society 
of the Sacred Heart – a process 
Cressler called a “siloing of black 
vocations.”

And, when the United States 
faced a priest shortage, Cressler 
said, many churches brought in 
priests from the Global South. So, 
while African American vocations 
remain low, the number of Afri-
can-born priests has risen.

Today, of the 3 million African 
American Catholics living in the 
United States, only eight are active 
bishops, 250 are priests, and 75 
are seminarians in formation for 
the priesthood, according to the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops.

“We are still reckoning with the 
inheritances of this long tradition 
where, for most of its history in 
the United States – really up until 
the last half-century or so – the 
Catholic Church was recognized to 
be the providence of the children, 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children of European immigrants,” 
Cressler said.

For many African American men, 
these dynamics can be a deterrent 
to entering the seminary, King 
said. He was able to endure these 
challenges with the support of a 
network of black priests across the 
country. 

His mentor, Roberts, died during 
his first year at Juan Diego House, 
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Despite black Catholicism’s rich history, 
African American priests are hard to find

Faithful attend the 8th annual African American Catholic Ancestral Mass at St. 
Odilia Church in South Los Angeles on Nov. 10. Photo John McCoy.

By Caitlin Yoshiko Kandil  
Angelus News

CAMPAIGN GOAL RAISED TO DATE % GOAL

CHALLENGE GOAL $80,000,000 $83,958,500 105%

ARCHBISHOP COAKLEY’S LEAD GIFTS $20,000,000

$5,000,000

$8,535,000

$13,630,000

$10,950,000

$9,345,000

$15,350,000

$23,719,941

$2,255,424

$10,397,425

$16,152,548

$14,255,998

$6,697,058

$10,393,938

$41,917

119%

ROTHER MUSEUM & PILGRIM CENTER

10 WAVE 1 PARISHES

(Oct. ‘17 - Mar. ‘18)

29 WAVE 2 PARISHES

(Mar. ‘18 - Aug. ‘18)

34 WAVE 3 PARISHES

(Aug. ‘18 - Dec. ‘18)

31 WAVE 4 PARISHES

(Jan. ‘19 - May. ‘19)

COMBINED PARISH CAMPAIGNS

OTHER GIFTS ---- - - - -

45%

122%

119%

130%

68%

68%

continued on page 11
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Monsignor Sylvester Luecke was one of the true giants of the 
post-war Church in Oklahoma. A native Oklahoman born in 
Okeene in 1914, he was raised in a profoundly Catholic family 

as three of his sisters became Benedictine nuns. 
His first assignment after his ordination on June 6, 1938, was as an as-

sistant at Saint Joseph Old Cathedral in Oklahoma City. Ten years later, 
he came to be the pastor of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
City.

An extrovert of the highest order, Monsignor Leucke (he was named a 
monsignor in 1953) was known for his ability to motivate and help parish-
ioners feel necessary and needed. It was common for him to be involved in 
the life of the school, having students help with projects involving man-
ual labor. For him, it was an opportunity to teach and know his children 
better.

It also has been said the he was the original multitasker as someone 
who knew him recalled that “He could drive, smoke a cigar and pray his breviary at the same time.” 
While hardly advisable, it reveals an insight into his fertile mind that wasted little time. 

He also was very astute in the ways of business. In 1962, he was appointed vicar general, succeed-
ing a diocesan legend Monsignor Gustave Depreitere, who had served for 56 years. He filled those 
shoes admirably and was a champion of Blessed Stanley Rother when his academic short comings 
threatened to derail his path to ordination. 

He also served as field director of the Extension Volunteers founded by fellow Oklahoman and 
later Bishop of Grand Island, Neb., John Sullivan.

Unfortunately, health issues plagued him throughout life and he tended to ignore them. 
The Diocese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa was deprived of his gifts too early as he suffered a 
fatal heart attack in 1964 at age 50.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Monsignor Sylvester Luecke

All Saints Catholic School 
Pre-K student, Greer Cau-
dle, sings during the 40 
Days for Life kickoff rally.

Chris Davis, cam-
paign strategist for 40 
Days for Life, address-
es the audience at the 
kick-off rally.

Barbara Chishko, exec-
utive director of Birth 
Choice of Oklahoma, 
shares her story.

Isabella 
Roddy and 
Braeden 
Monasteri-
al perform 
during the 
kickoff 
rally.

Piper Tapp, Adella Monasterial and Shelby Rogers perform 
during the kickoff rally. 

40 Days for Life 
The 40 Days for Life cam-

paign is March 6-April 14 and 
includes 40 days of prayer and 
fasting, peaceful vigil and com-
munity outreach. Visit 40days-
forlife.com.  

Rosary for Life - OKC 
Sr. Maria, parishioners at St. 

James and community mem-
bers gather every morning at 
11:30 to pray the Rosary at 
1240 S.W. 44 at the corner of 
S.W. 44 and Blackwelder Ave-
nue near the abortion center. 
Anyone can participate. 

Rosary for Life - Norman
The Rosary for Life is every 

Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at the 
chapel at St. Thomas More, 
100 Stinson St., Norman. Con-
tact Connie Lang at potato.
lang@gmail.com or (405) 249-
1041.

Kickoff rally March 4 at St. Mark the Evangelist Church, Norman

 Photos Theresa Bragg/
Sooner Catholic.

one being hurt.” He cited the cases of many 
female participants in pornography dying of 
drug overdoses or suffering severe depression 
or being victims of trafficking. Some also are 
involved in multiple abortions, he noted. Evert 
said many marriages and other relationships 
have been ruined by the man viewing pornog-
raphy.

 Evert discussed how to break free of the 
vice and urged men to “flee idleness,” and 
“starve lust to free love.”

 At the end of the pre-
sentation, a video clip 
from Archbishop Coakley 
announced the archdio-
cese’s participation in Safe 
Haven Sunday on March 
31. On that day, many of 
the priests will focus their 
homilies on pornography 
and its ill effects.

Father Larry Richards
Father Larry Richards 

gave a talk on “Knowing 
God’s Mercy.” Father Rich-
ards is a noted speaker, 
retreat master and pastor 
of Saint Joseph Church/
Bread of Life Community 
in Erie, Penn. One of his 
top books is the 2009 best 
seller “Be a Man! Becoming 
the Man God Created You 
To Be.”

“We all have issues,” he said. “Sin equals 
slavery.” He further explained many people 
attempted to do things “their way,” instead of 
“God’s way.”

He noted the importance of forgiveness and 
mercy.

“We are all in need of mercy,” he said. “The 
reality is we all are blessed, and Jesus Christ 
paid for your sins. Pray every day.”

He challenged the men to “stop being a 
wimpy man and be a saint.” 

In addition, Father Richards asked the men 
to support priests and bishops, and strongly 
urged them to read the Bible daily.

Jon Leonetti
Catholic radio host, author and speaker Jon 

Leonetti spoke about a three-step program on 
becoming a saint.

“I want to become a saint,” he told the 
crowd a few times. “Anyone in heaven is a 
saint.”

Leonetti pointed out that Saint John Paul II, 
in 26 years, had canonized more saints than 

the Church had done in the past 500 years. 
He said all should strive for sainthood.

He said one way to achieve sainthood is 
through prayer. 

“Faith without prayer is a hobby,” Leonetti 
said. “Prayer is where we come to know God.”

Another avenue to sainthood is devotion to 
Our Lady, Leonetti said. 

To illustrate, he used the personal story of 
when he and his wife were expecting their 
first child. A complication during the preg-
nancy had medical professionals telling the 

couple to expect a miscar-
riage. Although saddened 
by the news, Leonetti found 
a novena prayer at a Cath-
olic bookstore in Iowa. He 
made the novena to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. The 
pregnancy continued, and 
the medical professionals 
were stumped over the 
improvement of the unborn 
child. On Dec. 11, the day 
before the feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, his son was 
born healthy.

Father Roger Landry
A familiar face from EWTN 

Catholic broadcasting, Fa-
ther Landry discussed com-
ing to God through Jesus. 
He said the conference was 
his first time back in Okla-
homa since the September 
2017 beatification of Bless-

ed Stanley Rother.  
“You all really did that up right,” he noted of 

the event at the Cox Convention Center. 
Pertaining to his talk, he said, “We’re 

summoned to come to know him who is the 
truth,” he said. “Jesus shows us holy mas-
culinity and shows us how to be a dad and a 
brother.”

He pointed out a modern “crisis of father-
hood.” He said in 1960, 6 percent of children 
were born without fathers present in their 
lives. Today, it’s more than 40 percent. Fa-
ther Landry said those living without fathers 
were more exposed to sex abuse, illegal drugs, 
behavior problems, poverty and teenage preg-
nancy.

“A good father takes delight in his children 
and is their biggest fan,” he said. “He loves 
them unconditionally.”

The day ended with Mass celebrated by 
Archbishop Coakley.

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for the Soon-
er Catholic.
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continued from page 1

Each year, the Catholic men’s conference 
provides an opportunity to hear from dy-
namic Catholic speakers who urge men to 
become more faithful and loving with their 
Catholicism as well as with their family. It 
also is a chance for men to enjoy the fel-
lowship with like-minded Catholics. 

The one-day conference is an interactive 
experience as men can participate in the 
sacrament of reconciliation and take part 
in other events such as praying the Rosa-
ry. 

Many men are excited to have the op-
portunity to see new and old friends. The 
event is more popular every year.

“It took us 23 years to have a sellout,” 
Conference Director Ray Haefele told the 
packed conference room on March 9.

The 2019 conference was not only a sell-
out, but it reached capacity weeks before 
the event was held at the Embassy Suites 
Convention Center in Norman.

Haefele said they may look for an even 
larger venue next year to accommodate 
everyone who wants to come.

Haefele also gave recognition to the hun-
dreds of men who were attending their first 
conference.  

“I was surprised to see the number of 
first-time attendees,” he said during a 
break. 

One priest rented a bus and told his par-
ish he needed to fill it for the conference.

“He got 45 guys to sign up.”  
Haefele said the younger attendees 

brought a new perspective to the group. He 
said clergy remains very supportive of the 
conference with 25 priests there to help 
with the sacrament of reconciliation. Also 
helping with the conference were many 
members of the Knights of Columbus, 
handling usher duties.

Pat Hoehne traveled to the conference 
from out of state. He is a member of Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church in Wichita 
Falls, Texas.

“I could come to this one or the one in 
Dallas,” he said. “I like this one better. 
There are good speakers and the people 
here are so nice.”

This was the sixth time he has made the 
two-hour trip. A friend of his, also from 
Wichita Falls, has attended every confer-
ence, except one a few years ago because 
of weather.

Year after year many of the same men 
continue to show up and help volunteer. 

“I thought this was one of the best 
conferences in the several I’ve attended, 
thanks to a power-packed speaker lineup. 
Jason Evert navigated a very difficult, yet 
important topic masterfully,” John Helsley 
said. 

“I’ve long been fan of Fr. Larry Richards 
and again appreciated his straight-for-
ward, bold and challenging message. Jon 
Leonetti and Father Roger Landry closed 
the afternoon with a vision of hope. And 
the addition of Steve Angrisano’s uplifting 
music added a new and welcome layer to a 
day that was inspirational in every way.”

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Oklahoma Catholic 
men’s conference 
continues to grow

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

Many fathers and sons attended the Catholic men’s conference. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic. 

Fr. Larry Richards
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The annual principals’ retreat for Catholic school principals in 
the archdiocese was held Feb. 20-22 at Subiaco Academy and 
Monastery in Subiaco, Ark. Fr. Brian Buettner led the retreat 
with the theme, “From Darkness to Light.” Spiritual direction 
was provided by Fr. Carson Krittenbrink. Photos provided.

St. Mary robotics team wins state championship
LAWTON – Out of 24 middle school teams, 

Team Dragon Warriors from Saint Mary Cath-
olic School and Team Rangers from Roland 
Public Schools were named 2018-2019 tourna-
ment champions at the Oklahoma State Robot-
ics Championship Tournament held at North-
eastern State 

University in Tahlequah. The win secured the 
team a spot at the 2019 VEX Robotics World 
Championships in Louisville.

 One of Saint Mary’s other Robotics teams, 
Team Starry Knight, also competed in the state 
championships and was awarded fifth place in 

the skills division. 
Team Starry Knight 

had previously earned a spot at the Create U.S. 
Open Robotics Championship in Iowa.

Team Dragon Warriors was previous-
ly awarded a visionary award on top of this 
championship win and Team Starry Knight has 
earned seven other awards.

For more information about the school, visit 
www.stmarys-ok.org or call (580) 355-5288.

St. Katharine Drexel Fund bolsters Catholic Schools

Thanks to the proceeds from the breakfast, the archdi-
ocese was able to award Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic 
School and Saint James Catholic School, both in Oklaho-
ma City, and Saint Joseph Catholic School in Enid with 
gifts of $5,000 each.

The goal of the Saint Katharine Drexel Fund is to pro-
vide financial support, so the school can determine how 
best to use the funds. 

The schools must meet the following guidelines:
 Funds must be used on capital expenditures or finan-

cial assistance, and not solely operating expenses;
 The goal is a direct benefit to students;
 Representatives of the school, including, but not lim-

ited to, the pastor and principal agree to be interviewed 
about the receipt of the funds and how to help raise funds 
in the future. They also agree to attend the next Celebrat-
ing Catholic Education Breakfast, which for 2020 will be 
on Jan. 28.

continued from page 1

Superintendent Diane Floyd presents 
award funds to Principal Alicia Vazquez of 
St. James Catholic School and Fr. Pruett, 
pastor of St. James. Photos provided.

Superintendent Diane Floyd presents award 
funds to Principal Wade Laffey of St. Joseph 
Catholic School and Fr. Mason, pastor of St. 
Joseph.

Team Dragon Warriors

Team Starry Knight

One of the realities I witness in 
mission dioceses is an agility in re-
sponding to the needs of commu-
nities as they develop and change. 

With limited resources, people 
who serve in under resourced 
areas of the country must adapt 
their ministries in order to reach 
people on the margins. During this 
women’s history month, it is good 
to remember how frequently the 
agile, “on the ground” ministry of 
the Church is undertaken by both 
women religious and, increasingly, 
lay women. 

Several examples from recent 
travels come to mind. One comes 
from Dothan, Miss., where I visited 
with priests from the Archdiocese 
of Boson on a mission immersion 
trip. We learned the fascinating 
story of Saint Columba Church, 
a community that has roots that 
stretch over a century and to 
which Catholic Extension gave its 
first grant in 1914. 

In recent years, though, there 
has been a growing Hispanic pres-
ence, with families moving into 
the region to work in farming. The 
current pastoral associate is Mis-
sionary Servant of the Most Bless-
ed Trinity Sister Miriam Fiduccia, 
who told us the story of her pre-
decessor, Sister Mary Kay. Some 
years ago, Sister Mary observed 
that the Hispanic presence in 
Dothan was growing, but she did 
not see them represented in the 
parish. So, she took it upon herself 

to learn where they lived, mind-
ful that very many Hispanics are 
Catholic. When she saw a chicken 
tractor in a nearby farming area, 
she followed it to learn where the 
poultry workers lived. She discov-
ered a community of some 1,000 
people and began inviting them to 
take part in the parish community.

Another woman who works at 
Saint Columba, Leticia Gordillo, 
knew that many of the workers felt 
isolated from the wider communi-
ty. She began knocking on doors 
during the 46 days before the 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
inviting them to pray the Rosary 
with her. (The 46-day Rosary is a 
devotion known to many Mexicans 
and Guatemalans, calling to mind 
the 46 stars on the Virgin’s cape.) 

Over those several weeks, she 
met some 500 people, and even-
tually they began to integrate into 
parish life. Today Saint Columba is 
a vibrant community that includes 
both Spanish-speaking and En-
glish-speaking parishioners.

Another example is Domini-
can Sister Monica Dubois, who 
leads the Saint Anne Mission in 
Klagetoh, Ariz. Like her predeces-
sor, Sister Maria Sarto, who was 
given Catholic Extension’s Lumen 
Christi Award in 1996, Sister 
Monica works closely with the 
Navajo community that surrounds 
the mission. Catholic Extension 
supports Sister Monica’s salary 
in this remote area, accessible 

only by an unpaved road that gets 
muddy in the rainy season. But, 
she maintains that the mission 
represents the presence of the 
Catholic Church to anybody who 
needs assistance. She helps run 
a food bank and a thrift store and 
arranges for Mass in the chapel. 

Reflecting on her pastoral role, 
she observes that Jesus calls his 
Church to be present to all na-
tions. The Navajos she works with 
say that the Catholic Church and 
Navajo ways go hand and hand, 
so she finds among them a will-
ingness to see Saint Anne as a 
place where they can practice their 
spirituality in ways consistent with 
what they have learned from their 
elders. Sister Monica’s leadership 
is a catalyst in this region where 
many live in poor, remote areas.

A final example, is that of San-
dra Rodriguez, the archbishop’s 
delegate for economic affairs in the 
Archdiocese of San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, whose job is to discern the 
wise stewardship of money. Cath-
olic Extension has worked with 
Rodriguez during the archdiocese 
having to navigate the intricacies 
of hurricane relief, so that it can 
continue its five centuries of ser-
vice to the people of Puerto Rico. 

The Church, she says, is funda-
mentally about charity and love, 
but like any organization it must 
find funds that will help it promote 
its mission. Sandra sees her job 
as first about carefully managing 

money, but second about help-
ing people to understand how the 
Church’s ministries can happen 
only if there are ordinary men and 
women willing to fund them. As a 
lay person, Rodriguez speaks to 
peers when she explains the rela-
tionship between the parish and 
the archdiocese, and so can bring 
a realist voice to conversations 
about money. Her quiet leadership 
is making possible many minis-
tries serving the poor of San Juan.

Throughout the dioceses served 
by Catholic Extension, we see 
many reminders of the invaluable 
leadership of women. Saints like 
Katharine Drexel, who founded 
missions and schools to black 
and Indian Catholics, and Eliz-
abeth Ann Seton, who founded 
the Catholic school system in the 
United States, tell of a long history 
of women’s leadership. And today, 
people like Sister Mary Kay, Sister 
Miriam Fiduccia, Leticia Gordillo, 
Sister Monica Dubois and Sandra 
Rodriguez – and many other wom-
en – demonstrate the vital role that 
women play in reaching people on 
the margins of society.
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“Esta es la juventud del Papa! Esta es la ju-
ventud del Papa! Esta es la juventud del Papa!” 

Thousands of young voices reverberated 
through the streets of Pan-
ama during the welcoming 
ceremony of World Youth 
Day 2019. Awaiting the 
arrival of Pope Francis, a 
group of 30 Oklahomans 
was surrounded by thou-
sands of others waving 
colorful national flags.

The group was undeniably 
one big, sweaty, joyful, ex-
hausted Body of Christ. The 
youth sang together and 
talked as best they could 
through language barri-
ers and the volume of the 
crowds as people jostled for 
a better view. 

The image of Pope Fran-
cis flashed across the large 
screens dispersed through-
out the designated areas. 
The speakers bellowed, 
“Pope Francis is on his 
way!” in several different 
languages. The energy of 
the crowd heightened. 

Security vehicles drove through as everyone’s 
individual screams and whistles grew into one 
loud roar. Hundreds of hands shot up in the 

air, and then ... there he was! The Holy Father 
had a gentle and joyful presence as he waved 
and rode through the crowds. He looked gen-
uinely happy to see everyone. As quickly as he 
had come, he had gone. 

The Oklahoma youth were left with an 
awe-inspiring realization that they had just 
seen the successor of Saint Peter, the one who 
had known Jesus, traveled with him, served 

with him, denied him, reconciled with him and 
gave his life for him. As the Holy Father took 
the stage, he spoke a message of unity and 
love. He pointed those in attendance to the 
common reason they were gathered despite 

many differences: the love of 
Jesus Christ. 

Although there were many 
great moments throughout 
World Youth Day festivities, 
the most impactful part of 
the pilgrimage was seeing the 
Body of Christ in the young 
people and their continuous 
sacrifice and love for one an-
other. The journey reflected 
how people should journey in 
their daily lives: embracing 
the ups and downs; taking 
the opportunity to sacrifice 
and suffer with Christ; tak-
ing care of another’s needs 
before their own; praying 
for one another; and much 
more. 

It was a great blessing to 
see the successor of Saint 
Peter, the rock on which the 
Catholic Church began, and 
to see thousands of young 

people who are not only the future of the 
Church, but the now. 

Courtney Neumeier is youth minister at Saint 
James in Oklahoma City.

Tim Muldoon

Catholic Extension 

The women who are heroes of the Church

An Oklahoman in Panama
World Youth Day 2019

By Courtney Neumeier 
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By Sally Linhart 
For the Sooner Catholic

Oklahoma’s Catholic summer 
camp brings fun, faith and frivolity 

Every summer since 2000, students from 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City have 
gathered at Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Youth Camp for a week of camarade-

rie, fellowship and prayer. Nestled among the trees 
in an idyllic setting, the camp is located between 
Luther and Wellston, about 45 minutes from Okla-
homa City.

Working to instill Catholic values in a safe, sup-
portive and entertaining environment, priests, sem-
inarians and counselors work together to encourage 
campers’ personal and spiritual growth through the 
development of prayer life, social skills and peer rela-
tionships.

The camp is for students who will be entering 4th 
grade up to 
high school 
seniors and 
is open to 
children of 
all faiths. 
It is led by 
counselors 
– typically 
high school 
juniors, 
seniors 
and college 
students – 
who have 
previously 
attended 
camp as a 
student. 
All staff 
members 
go through 
a screening 
process and 
complete 
the arch-
diocesan 
Safe En-
vironment 
training 
program.

Camp 
coordina-
tor Dan-
iel Spurr 
expects more than 1,000 campers to attend this 
summer. The weeklong camp offers seven sessions 
in June and July, grouping campers by grades. A 
staggered schedule gives families the opportunity to 
send their children at a time that works with their 
summer schedule. Approximately 150 campers will 
attend during each weekly session.

Spurr emphasized the focus on active participation 
in outdoor activities (no electronics allowed!) and 
developing personal relationships with peers. Daily 
Mass will be celebrated, and there will be opportuni-
ties for reconciliation, adoration and prayer. 

“We pray in fun and different ways and we teach 
these kids how to pray, so when they go home, they 
can continue the habits they learned at camp,” 
Spurr said.

Campers will spend time with activities such as 
swimming, fishing, archery, crafts and a multitude 

of sports. Campfires, games, scavenger hunts and a 
talent show are among other group activities.

Each day is similarly structured, with the excep-
tion of “wacky water Wednesdays” when campers 
dress in wacky clothing and spend the afternoon 
swimming, playing water games and having water 
balloon tosses. The day concludes with a cookout 
where campers gather outside to enjoy hamburgers 
and hot dogs grilled by camp kitchen staff.

High school senior McKenna Cash started attend-
ing the camp in 5th grade and is joining the staff for 
her second year as a counselor. She described how 
special it was to experience her faith outside of the 
typical church environment and how she integrated 
it into her social relationships.

“Growing up, this one week meant everything to 
me and I looked forward to it all year,” she said. “I’ve 
made so many close friendships!”

Cash, who 
also will 
attend the 
last week 
of camp as 
a camper, 
explained 
what, in 
part, influ-
enced her 
decision to 
become a 
counselor.

“I looked 
up to my 
counselors 
when I was 
young, and 
now I have 
kids looking 
up to me – 
that is just 
the coolest 
thing,” she 
said. “Be-
ing with the 
kids, watch-
ing them 
experience 
parts of their 
faith for the 
first time 
and seeing 
these ‘a-ha’ 
moments is 

amazing to me. I just love that feeling.”
Matthew Grover spent 10 years at camp as a 

camper. He said he didn’t hesitate to become a coun-
selor in 2011.

“Being at camp has made me who I am today,” he 
said. “Returning each summer is the least I can do 
to repay what it has given me.” 

Registration for 2019 is open. Cost is $360 per 
camper and payment plans are available. A deposit 
of $120 will hold a camper’s spot. The schedule is 
based on the grade the camper will be entering in fall 
2019.

Visit archokc.org/camp to register or contact the 
Office of Youth, Young Adult and Campus Evangeli-
zation and Discipleship at (405) 721-9220, dspurr@
archokc.org.

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Registration open for grades 4-12



Sooner Catholic10  March 24, 2019

Pilgrimages
Pilgrimage to Poland, Prague, 
Vienna

Fr. Rick Stansberry will serve as 
the spiritual director for a pilgrim-
age July 28 - Aug. 7 to Poland, 
Prague and Vienna, featuring time 
in Warsaw, Czestochowa, Wado-
wice and Krakow with an optional 
extension to Medjugorje. Cost is 
$3,723 pp., includes airfare from 
Oklahoma City on Delta. The spir-
itual director will receive no com-
pensation of fees. Contact Mariam 
Daly at (405) 596-7086; Best Cath-
olic Pilgrimages at (800) 908-2378, 
or visit info@religious-travel.com.

Pilgrimage to Greece, Turkey
Fr. Joe Arledge will lead an 

11-day pilgrimage to Greece and 
Turkey Sept. 10-20. The itinerary 
includes two nights in Istanbul, 
one night each in Kavala, Thes-
saloniki, Kalambaka and Del-
phi, and four nights in Athens. 
An optional three-day cruise to 
Mykonos, Patmos, Crete, Santo-
rini is planned. Visit to Ephesus 
included. Cost $3,500 pp. De-
posit $450 pp with final payment 
due by June 6. Package includes 
roundtrip air from all major east 
coast and Midwest cities, daily 
breakfast and dinners, first class 
hotels, air-conditioned motor 
coach and English-speaking guide. 
Early booking discount. Contact 
John Tagnesi at (888) 544-4461, 
jtag1964@verizon.net.

Pilgrimage to the shrines of Italy
Join Very Rev. Boniface Cope-

lin, O.S.B., and Richard Amend 
with St. Ann on a pilgrimage to the 
shrines of Italy Oct. 29 – Nov. 8. 
$3,500 pp, includes airfare from 
OKC, four-star hotels, 15 meals 
and more. Sites include Rome, Ba-
silica of St. Francis of Assisi, San 
Gilovanni Rotondo, tomb of Padre 
Pio, Abbey of Santissima Trinita, 
Madonna del Rosario Sanctuary, 
Vatican City, papal audience, St. 
Peter’s Basilica, Christian Rome 
city tour, St. Paul Outside the 
Walls, St. Mary Major, St. John in 
Laterna and more. Contact Richard 
Amend at (405) 721-0747 or mkt@
saintannretirementcenter.com. 

Pilgrimage to England, Scotland
Fr. Carl Janocha and Fr. Danny 

Grover will lead a pilgrimage to 
highlights of England and Scot-
land, Nov. 5-15. The trip is $3,549 
pp, including airfare from OKC, 
four-star hotels, most meals and 
more. Sites include Stonehenge, 
Salisbury, Bristol, Bath, Stratford, 
Lake District, Edinburgh, York, 
Oxford and London. A $400 depos-
it is required. Contact Fr. Janocha 
at (580) 395-2148, cwjanocha@
kanokla.net.

Pilgrimage to Eastern Europe
Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, 

O.S. B., K.C.H.S., will host the 
Splendors of Eastern Europe 

pilgrimage, featuring the Passion 
Play of Oberammergau May 13-
24, 2020. Visit Prague, Budapest, 
Vienna, Salzburg, Oberammergau 
and Munich. Cost: $4,329 pp from 
OKC, includes round-trip airfare, 
first class/select hotels, hotels/
guesthouses in Oberammergau, 
first class admissions tickets for 
the Passion Play, most meals and 
comprehensive sightseeing with an 
English-speaking guide. Contact 
Abbott Lawrence or Theresa Bragg, 
(405) 878-5490, abbot@monksok.
org, tabragg@monksok.org. 

Oberammergau pilgrimage
Join Fr. Ray Ackerman, St. John 

in Edmond, on an 11-day classi-
cal Austria and Germany trip May 
19, 2020, including first-class 
admission to the Passion Play of 
Oberammergau in the Bavarian 
Alps for the 387th performance. 
Call (405) 340-0691, Ext. 109. 
Tour arrangements by Nawas 
International Travel. Roundtrip 
airfare from OKC to Frankfurt.

Oberammergau pilgrimage
Join Fr. Scott Boeckman on 

a pilgrimage May 23-31, 2020, 
to experience the dramatic and 
inspiring Passion Play in Oberam-
mergau, Germany. It has been 
presented every 10 years since 
the mid-1660s in thanksgiving for 
being spared the ravishes of the 
plague. The pilgrimage includes 

visits to Lucerne and Engelberg, 
Switzerland; the fairy tale Neus-
chwanstein Castle in Bavaria, 
Germany; Salzburg, Austria and 
Munich, Germany. Visit www.trav-
elillume.com/trc/ttv. Contact Judi 
Wilkinson at (405) 751-7115, Ext 
115, jwilkinson@steugenes.org.

Pilgrimage to Berlin, Prague, 
Austria

Fr. Carl Janocha and Fr. Dan-
ny Grover will lead a pilgrimage 
to Berlin, Prague and Austria; 
also featuring the Passion Play of 
Oberammergau, Sept. 21-Oct. 2, 
2020. The trip is $4,599 pp, in-
cluding airfare from OKC, four-star 
hotels, most meals and more. Sites 
include Berlin, Dresden, Prague, 
Cesky Krumlov, Salzburg, Mu-
nich, Oberammergau featuring the 
Passion Play produced every 10 
years, and Frankfurt. The people 
of Oberammergau have put on the 
Passion Play since the time of the 
plague when it passed over their 
valley and they have been giving 
thanks to God. Join in for this 
truly beautiful, historic, faith-filled 
journey to the areas of the Bavar-
ian countryside of Europe. There 
will be opportunities to visit the 
Berlin cathedral, the remains of 
the Berlin Wall, old town Prague, 
the birth place of Mozart, and the 
fairy tale Neuschwanstein Castle. 
Contact Fr. Janocha at (580) 395-
2148, cwjanocha@kanokla.net.

Kristy Lyn’s Flowers & Gif�

Grown wit  love especial y for you by our resident !
E A S T E R  L I LY  &  P L A N T  S P E C IA L S

6” Easter Lilies - $15.00 each
8” Easter Lilies - $29.50 each

Hydrangeas - $25.00 each
4.5” Kalanchoes - $8.50 each
6” Kalanchoes - $14.00 each

4.5” Mum - $8.50
6” Mum - $14.00

4.5” Asiatic Lily - $8.50

LILIES, HYDRANGEAS, KALANCHOES, MUMS, CYCLAMEN, DAISIES & MORE!

6” Azalea - $24.00 each
4.5” Cyclamen - $8.50 each
6” Cyclamen - $14.00 each

4.5” Gerbera Daisy - $8.50 each
6” Gerbera Daisy - $14.00 each
5” Orchid in Ceramic - $28.00

4” African Violet - $6.95
Tulips - Please Call for Price

PLACE YOUR ORDER 
Please call: 405.263.4465 or email: giftshop@cflinc.org

WE DELIVER! Please ask us about our delivery options.
Delivery into Oklahoma City, Okarche, Piedmont, Yukon, El Reno, Kingfisher, Calumet, Loyal and surrounding areas.

CHURCH SPECIAL: 20+ EASTER LILIES DISCOUNTS (Call for prices)

Sunday,  April 14, 2019 | 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Yukon Fine Arts Center | 850 Yukon Ave. 

 

St. Francis Borgia Helping a Dying Impenitent by Goya 

ST. JOHN NEPOMUK CATHOLIC CHURCH PRESENTS 
 

The Catholic Truth 
About Angels, Demons, 
Ghosts, Exorcisms and Hauntings… 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WITNESSING TO THE POWER AND GLORY 

OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH’S 
VICTORY OVER THE KINGDOM OF EVIL… 

Dave VanVickle has spent years 
assisting priests with their 
ministries of exorcism and 
deliverance.  Thousands of 

Catholics across the country have 
had the chance to hear this 

powerful presentation. 
Do not miss out! 

Modern culture’s obsession with all things 

paranormal provides the Catholic Church with a 

unique evangelistic opportunity.  The Catholic 

Church is the only true authority on this subject, 

and it is time to share the power and the glory 

of the Church’s victory over the gates of hell.  

Dave VanVickle’s well-balanced and highly 

engaging presentation - for Catholics and non-

Catholics - will answer all of your questions 

about Angels, Demons, Ghosts, Hauntings 

and Exorcism. 

Bible study is a sure path toward disci-
pleship and holiness. Love for the Word of 
God is a love, and intense hunger placed in 
our hearts by God. The secret to this sure 
path is to never separate the word from the 
Church to which it has been entrusted and 
from the liturgy where it is celebrated and 

proclaimed.
My memories of the parish Bible 

study of my teenage years – I was 
the youngest one in the group – con-
tinue to bring joy to my heart. The 
parish didn’t have a parish hall, few 
parishes in Puerto Rico had big halls 
back then, so we would take chairs 
from the classrooms and place them 
in the courtyard and have our Bible 
study under the stars. 

Our pastor, Father Vazquez, 
walked us through the scriptures and an-
swered our many questions, with love, wis-
dom, patience and tons of humor. This was 
a key step in my life as a disciple of Christ. 

With each moment of prayer and reflection 
on his word, our friendship would grow. Je-
sus became more alive and real through this 
wonderful experience of breaking open the 
word during the parish Bible study and later 
in my personal Bible study. 

These evenings under the stars, and the 
weekend homilies that followed them, helped 
our lives of prayer and our growth as dedi-
cated disciples of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Currently, I am blessed with the oppor-
tunity to join on occasion the parish Bible 

study at 
Corpus 
Christi 
Catholic 
Church 
in Okla-
homa 
City. It 
takes 
place be-
fore Mass on Sunday mornings. The format 
is simple and practical. We gather in prayer, 
that Sunday’s readings are proclaimed, we 
share our perspective on the texts and how 
they apply in practical ways in our lives, the 
study leader brings us back to the readings 
from the Liturgy of the Word and we close 
with more prayer. Breakfast items are avail-
able during the gathering too. This is not 
complicated!

Any parish can have an evening a week 
to spend time in group Lectio Divina. Some 
small group Bible studies occur in homes. 
Morning groups of moms who gather around 
the word take place informally throughout 
the country. Evening groups of married cou-
ples also happen regularly. 

Whatever the format, we need to continue 
to promote these encounters with the word. 
Speak to your pastor about joining a group 
or maybe even starting one. 

There are many texts from LTP and Loyola 
Press that can help. Check the tips in the 
box for more ideas or call me, maybe I can 
help.
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Join your parish Bible study!
Or speak with your pastor and start one

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

Tips for starting a 
group Bible study

One of the best ways to learn about Scrip-
ture is to read it and discuss it with other 
people. If your parish doesn’t have a pro-
gram, start a group Bible study yourself. 
Here are some suggestions for getting start-
ed.
 Be clear about your purpose;
 Choose a scripture program 

that suits your purpose. The book-
lets in the “Six Weeks with the 
Bible” program are well-suited for 
groups;
 Agree on norms for discussion. 

“We’re all beginners here” is a 
good start. Others are “We want to 
read scripture prayerfully,” “We’re 
not here to give each other advice 
about our problems,” “What’s said 
in group meetings is confidential.” 
Be explicit about these norms;
 Agree on the commitment to the group 

Bible study. What priority does the group 
have in our schedules? Is everyone expected 
to do “homework” ahead of time?
 Settle housekeeping matters. Where and 

when to meet, who provides refreshments (if 
any)? How long will the meetings be? 
 Agree on leadership. The group needs a 

facilitator. This responsibility could rotate 
among members or just one person;
 Put God at the center. Scripture is the 

Word of God. Approach your readings and 
discussions prayerfully. Listen for God’s 
Word for you.

so he had to look beyond Los An-
geles for guidance from other Afri-
can American priests who under-
stood what he was going through.

“Having them in my corner really 
gave me a sense of hope,” he said.

But, these and other incidents 
weighed on King, and a year-and-
a-half into his formation he decid-
ed to leave. It was a combination 
of factors, he said – personal, 
spiritual, academic – as well as a 
realization that the seminary was 
no longer a good fit for his goals. 
So, in 2016 he withdrew from 
Juan Diego House.

The impact of not having a single 
African American priest belonging 
to the archdiocese is profound, 
black Catholic leaders in Los An-

geles said.
Solving the African American 

priest shortage will require efforts 
from both the community and the 
archdiocese, leaders said.

The first step, they said, is rec-
ognizing – and honoring – African 
American culture throughout the 
Church.

A model is in the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia, which established an 
Office for Black Catholics in 1979, 
and recently launched a campaign 
aimed at recruiting young men 
and women into religious life. The 
archdiocese currently has three 
African American diocesan priests 
and one seminarian.

Father Richard N. Owens, Phil-
adelphia’s director of the Office 
for Black Catholics, said the new 
initiative identifies young African 

American men who might be inter-
ested in the priesthood, and hosts 
a series of events to provide them 
support and educate the broader 
community about the history of 
Catholicism in the African Ameri-
can community. 

After King left the seminary in 
2016, he started working for a 
stained-glass artist who creates 
windows for churches and hos-
pitals in Los Angeles. The experi-
ence broadened his horizons and 
brought him closer to God, he 
said.

But, stepping away from semi-
nary also made clear to him that 
he needed to return.

So, last year, he re-applied and 
was accepted into seminary – but 
not to a seminary with the arch-
diocese. Instead, he is now with 

Saint Joseph’s Society of the 
Sacred Heart – commonly known 
as the Josephites – a nationwide 
religious order that specifically 
ministers to African Americans.

By joining the Josephites, he 
said, he’s guaranteed to serve Afri-
can Americans and to help revive 
the black Catholic community – 
missions he said he feels called to 
do.

“Pope Paul VI said to the sons 
and daughters of Africa, ‘Give your 
gifts of blackness to the Church,’ 
on one of his papal visits,” he said. 
“We’re trying to give our gifts of 
blackness to the Church – our 
roots, our heritage, our culture, 
our way of worship.”

Caitlin Yoshiko Kandil is a 
freelance writer and graduate of 
Harvard Divinity School.

continued from page 3

Sowers of the Faith
About 200 catechists from around the archdiocese participated in 

Sembradores de la Fe (Sowers of the Faith), the annual formation event 
in Spanish held at the Catholic Pastoral Center and sponsored by the 
Bl. Stanley Rother Institute. Mary Ann Wiesinger of the Archdiocese of 

Miami and Luis Soto of the Augustine Institute presented on Archbishop 
Coakley’s new pastoral letter, “Go Make Disciples! Building a Culture of 
Conversion and Discipleship for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.” To 
view the presentations, visit archokc.org/Sembradores. Photos provided.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Domingo del Refugio Seguro

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Hace poco más de 20 años, mientras era pár-
roco en Wichita, una pareja vino a mí porque 
su matrimonio se estaba desmoronando.

El problema era la pornografía en el internet. 
Esta fue la primera vez que me encontré con 
los efectos devastadores de lo que entonces era 
una plaga emergente.

El fácil acceso a la pornografía a través de In-
ternet fue una nueva frontera. Uno ya no tenía 
que buscar pornografía en sucias tiendas de 
sexo o “revistas para hombres”. Ahora estaba 
disponible a solo un clic de distancia. Y, eso 
fue antes de la llegada de los teléfonos inteli-
gentes. Hoy en día, la pornografía en internet 
se ha convertido en una pandemia.

Los efectos de la pornografía son absoluta-
mente devastadores: la adicción y el comporta-
miento compulsivo, las rupturas matrimoniales 
y familiares, la trata de personas, una comp-
rensión cada vez más distorsionada del signifi-
cado y la dignidad de la sexualidad humana y 
la pérdida de respeto por las personas que se 
instrumentalizan por razones sexuales. gratifi-
cación.

Este es un reto pastoral de primer orden. 
Cada sacerdote que escucha confesiones sabe 
cuán grande es este desafío.

En 2015, los obispos de EE. UU. Emitieron 
un documento llamado “Crea en Mí un Cora-
zón Puro: Una Respuesta Pastoral a la Por-
nografía”. Según la investigación citada en ese 
documento, el niño promedio está expuesto a 
la pornografía por primera vez a los 11 años y 
casi todos los niños y más de la mitad de las 
jóvenes ven pornografía al llegar a los 18 años.

Muy a menudo es a través de un acceso ac-
cidental mediante un anuncio emergente o un 
error tipográfico durante una búsqueda en In-
ternet. La tecnología digital se ha convertido en 

parte de nuestras vidas. A los 5 años, la mitad 
de todos los niños se conectan diariamente. 
A los 13 años, tres cuartos de ellos tienen un 
teléfono móvil y los de 15 a 18 años pasan un 
promedio de una hora cada día consumiendo 
medios en sus teléfonos.

Este nuevo paisaje digital es un campo mi-
nado mortal para los niños inconscientes y los 
padres y las familias mal preparados.

Con el aliento del Consejo de Sacerdotes y el 
personal pastoral de la arquidiócesis, hemos 
estado desarrollando una estrategia pastoral 
para abordar este problema. Uno de los prim-
eros pasos es nombrarlo, traer este oscuro 
secreto a la luz y hablar sobre él. Esto es lo que 
pretendemos hacer.

En la reciente 23ª Conferencia Anual de 
Hombres Católicos de Oklahoma “Siguiendo los 
Pasos del Padre”, el tema de la pornografía fue 
tratado de manera efectiva por Jason Evert y 
otros oradores. Los Días del Clero de primavera 
de la semana pasada dedicaron toda la reunión 
a una exploración pastoral del fenómeno de la 
pornografía y la adicción guiada por el Padre 
Sean Kilkawley, de la Diócesis de Lincoln, 
quien se ha convertido en un experto en este 
desafiante campo.

Como próximo paso, nos asociaremos con 
Covenant Eyes para difundir el mensaje a 
través de “Domingo de Refugio Seguro”, un 
nombre inspirado en el documento “Crea en Mi 
un Corazón Puro” de los obispos, que dice “el 
uso de pornografía por parte de cualquiera en 
el hogar priva al hogar de su papel como refu-
gio seguro y tiene efectos negativos en la vida 
de una familia y a través de las generaciones ”.

Covenant Eyes es una compañía que desar-
rolla servicios de responsabilidad y filtrado 
para usuarios de Internet y es líder en la cru-

zada para hacer 
de Internet un 
lugar más seguro 
para los usuarios 
y está compro-
metida a ayudar 
a implementar el 
documento pasto-
ral de los obispos, 
“Crea un corazón 
limpio”.

Del 30 al 31 de marzo, las parroquias de la 
arquidiócesis tendrán la oportunidad de partic-
ipar voluntariamente en Safe Haven Sunday. El 
clero recibirá apoyo, recursos para la oración 
y orientación para abordar el tema de la por-
nografía para que puedan predicar sobre este 
tema de manera adecuada ese fin de semana.

Las parroquias también proporcionarán el 
folleto “Equipado: Padres Católicos Inteligen-
tes en una Cultura Sexualizada”, que ha sido 
preparado por Covenant Eyes como una her-
ramienta para ayudar a las familias a seguir 
adelante. También incluirá acceso a un curso 
intensivo de correo electrónico de 7 días que 
ofrece a los padres consejos prácticos sobre 
cómo convertir sus hogares en refugios seguros 
a partir de la pornografía y lugares de curación 
en una cultura sexualizada.

La pornografía es uno de los grandes ob-
stáculos que sabotean nuestra misión de evan-
gelización y hacer discípulos. Dios nos llama a 
más. Él nos ofrece la libertad.

Oremos para que aquellos que sufren los 
efectos devastadores de la pornografía encuen-
tren esperanza y libertad renovadas. Demos 
con confianza los siguientes pasos para crear 
refugios seguros a partir de pornografía en 
nuestros hogares y familias.

Foto de Daniel Helfer para CRS

crsricebowl.org/2019 
crsplatodearroz.org/2019 

Local Diocesan Contact

Jazmin Cogburn

JCogburn@archokc.org

(405) 721-1415
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Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

El estudio de la Biblia es un camino seguro 
hacia el discipulado dedicado y la santidad. 
El amor por la Palabra de Dios es un amor 
y el hambre intensa colocada en nuestros 
corazones por Dios. El secreto de este camino 
seguro es nunca separar la Palabra de Dios 
de la Iglesia a la que ha sido confiada y de la 
Liturgia donde se celebra y proclama.

Mis recuerdos del estudio bíblico 
parroquial de mi adolescencia, fui 
el más joven del grupo, continúan 
trayéndome mucha alegría. La par-
roquia no tenía un salón parroquial, 
pocas parroquias en Puerto Rico 
tenían salones grandes en aquel en-
tonces, así que tomábamos sillas de 
los salones de clase y las colocába-
mos en el patio y teníamos nuestro 
estudio bíblico bajo las estrellas.

El párroco, Padre Vázquez, nos 
llevó a través de las Escrituras y respondió 
a nuestras muchas preguntas, con amor, 
sabiduría, paciencia y mucho humor. Este 
fue un paso clave en mi vida como discípulo 
y servidor de Cristo.

Con cada momento de oración y reflexión 
sobre la Palabra, nuestra amistad con el 
Señor crece. Jesús se volvió más vivo y real a 
través de esta maravillosa experiencia de ten-
er un encuentro con el Señor presente en su 
Palabra durante el estudio bíblico parroquial 
y luego en mi estudio personal de la Biblia.

Esas noches bajo las estrellas, y las hom-
ilías de fin de semana que las siguieron, 
ayudaron a nuestras vidas de oración y nues-
tro crecimiento como dedicados discípulos de 
nuestro Señor Jesucristo.

Actualmente, estoy bendecido con la opor-
tunidad de unirme en ocasiones al estu-
dio bíblico parroquial en la Iglesia Católica 

Corpus 
Chris-
ti en 
Okla-
homa 
City. 
Tiene 
lugar 
antes 
de la Misa Dominical por la mañana. El for-
mato es simple y práctico. Nos reunimos en 
oración, se proclaman las lecturas de la Misa, 
compartimos nuestra perspectiva sobre los 
textos y cómo se aplican de manera práctica 
en nuestras vidas, el líder del estudio nos 
regresa a las lecturas de la Liturgia de la Pa-
labra y cerramos con más oración. También 
hay desayuno disponible durante la reunión. 
¡Esto no es complicado!

Cualquier parroquia puede tener una 
tarde a la semana para un grupo de Lectio 
Divina. Algunos estudios bíblicos de grupos 
pequeños ocurren en hogares. Hay grupos 
matutinos de señoras que se reúnen alre-
dedor de la Palabra de Dios que se llevan a 
cabo de manera informal en todo el país. Los 
grupos nocturnos de parejas casadas tam-
bién ocurren regularmente.

Sea cual sea el formato, debemos continuar 
promoviendo estos encuentros con la Pal-
abra de Dios. Hable con su párroco acerca de 
unirse a un grupo o tal vez incluso comenzar 
uno.

Hay muchos textos de LTP y Loyola Press 
que pueden ayudar. Revise los consejos en el 
recuadro para obtener más ideas o llámeme, 
quizás pueda ayudarlo.

¡Únete a un grupo de estudio 
bíblico parroquial!

O habla con tu párroco y comienza uno

Consejos útiles para 
comenzar un grupo de 

estudio bíblico

Una de las mejores maneras de aprender 
acerca de las Escrituras es leerlas y discutir-
las con otras personas. Si su parroquia no 
tiene un programa, inicie un grupo de estu-
dio bíblico usted mismo. Aquí hay algunas 
sugerencias para comenzar.
 Sea claro acerca de su propósito;
 Elija un programa o texto de intro-

ducción, estudio o reflexión bíblica que se 
adapte a su propósito;
 Acordar normas para la dis-

cusión. “Todos somos principiantes 
aquí” es un buen comienzo. Otros 
dicen: “Queremos leer y orar con 
las Escrituras”, “No estamos aquí 
para darnos consejos unos a otros 
sobre nuestros problemas”, “Lo que 
se dice en las reuniones de grupo 
es confidencial”. Sea explícito acer-
ca de estas normas;
 Deben ponerse de acuerdo 

sobre el grado de compromiso que 
se espera de los participantes en el estudio 
bíblico. ¿Qué prioridad tiene el grupo dentro 
de mis otras responsabilidades? ¿Se espera 
que todos hagan “tareas” antes de la re-
unión?
 Resolver asuntos sobre la organización 

del estudio. ¿Dónde y cuándo reunirse, 
quién proporciona refrescos (si los hay)? 
¿Cuánto durarán las reuniones?
 Ponerse de acuerdo sobre el liderazgo. 

El grupo necesita un facilitador. Esta re-
sponsabilidad podría rotar entre los miem-
bros o solo dejarse a una persona;
 Poner a Dios en el centro. La Escritura 

es la Palabra de Dios. Acércate a tus lecturas 
y discusiones en oración. Escucha el mensa-
je que la Palabra de Dios tiene para ti.

Sembradores de la Fe
El 23 de febrero, aproximadamente 200 catequistas de alrededor 

de la Arquidiócesis participaron en Sembradores de la Fe, un evento 
anual de formación en español celebrado en el centro pastoral católico 
y patrocinado por el Instituto Beato Stanley Rother. Mary Ann Wi-
esinger de la Arquidiócesis de Miami y Luis Soto del Instituto Agustín 

presentaron en la nueva carta pastoral del Arzobispo Coakley, Vayan 
y Hagan Discípulos: Construyendo Una Cultura de Conversión y 
Discipulado para la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City. Para ver ambas 
presentaciones en linea, visite https://ArchOKC.org/Sembradores. 
Fotos suministrada.

a Cobertura adicional de noticias y 
eventos de la Iglesia y la arquidiócesis, 
solo en www.soonercatholic.org.

a Para enviar fotos, información 
sobre eventos o ideas de historias que 
pueden ser publicadas, envíe un correo
electrónico a tips@archokc.org.

El Obispo Ramos, Secretario de la Conferencia de Obispos 
de Chile, respecto al libro de Alvaro (Damián) Marfull 
“La Fe durante el Caos” dice: “Valoro especialmente, 

el interés que manifiesta en ayudar a quienes están debilita-
dos por las consecuencias del tiempo que vivimos. También su 
claridad para recalcar que todos tenemos el desafío de basar 
nuestra Fe en las enseñanzas que Jesús nos dejó, volver a ellas 
y transformar nuestra vida con Jesús en el centro”. El libro 
puede ser adquirido en las librerías “St. Thomas Moore” (Ed-
mond), “Saint Joseph worker” (Norman) y en Amazon.com. 
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Briefs

So, what have you been lis-
tening to on Oklahoma Catholic 
Radio? Has anything you have 
heard “made your day” during 
Lent? If you have not picked a 
program, it’s not too late! 

Many of the broadcasts are 
archived by network (Ave Maria 
Radio, EWTN, etc.), available 
on podcasts or even YouTube. 
Any number of programs can be 
listened to at your convenience. 
Discipline yourself to set aside 
time for God and give holiness a 
jumpstart.

Carmen Santos-Heinen, 
religious education director 
at Saint Charles Borromeo in 
Oklahoma City, said Father 
Mitch Pacwa sparks her faith 
as she listens to “EWTN Live” 
in her office on Wednesdays. 
The program airs at 2 p.m. on 
weekdays with a different host 
every day. The hosts answer 
questions posed by listeners 
who call the toll-free number – 
(833) 288-3986. 

“I love Father Mitch,” San-
tos-Heinen said. “He is so 
knowledgeable about the 
Church. He makes me look 
deeper. I always want to inves-
tigate further and know more 
when I listen to him. I also lis-
ten to the Mass every morning 

at 7 a.m. I love it when Father 
Mitch has the Mass. He really 
makes me want to know the 
truth about my faith.”

Santos-Heinen’s growing ap-
preciation for her faith bolsters 
mine. I am listening with my 
husband to Father Don Wolf of 
“Living Catholic.” Father Wolf 
has a way of turning the con-
ventional wisdom of our secular 
society upside down and sepa-
rating it from the Gospel. 

The more I listen, I recognize 
how little I know. I find myself 
open to hearing God’s voice 
and responding in prayer more 
often. That’s the whole point of 
Lent, isn’t it? By the time this 
column is in print, Lent will 
be almost over. Do not let that 
stop you. Join the discussion 
and tell me about your Lenten 
experiences listening to Catho-
lic radio.

Lent is also a time for alms 
giving, and OKCR has a terrif-
ic way for you to give. You are 
invited to the second annual 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio lun-
cheon on April 2 at Christ the 
King in Oklahoma City. Arch-
bishop Coakley and Jim Beck-
man are the featured speakers. 
Sponsorships and individual 
tickets are available. Your gifts 
are always appreciated. To 
register, make a gift online or 
for more information, visit www.
okcr.org/lunch.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

St. Kateri Tekakwitha Honor 
Dance 

Archbishop Coakley invites 
everyone from the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, the Diocese of 
Tulsa, dioceses from other states, 
families, native dancers and the 
public to join him July 6 for the 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha Honor 
Dance in Oklahoma City. The 
Honor Dance will include Mass, 
powwow dancing contests, the 
presentation of the new American 
Indian Catholic Outreach princess 
and amazing food! Visit archokc.
org/honordance.

SGU yearbooks available
St. Gregory’s College/University 

yearbooks are available to alum-
ni for $5. Yearbooks from 1970 
to 2002 and a few from several 
different years prior to 1970 avail-
able. Alumni also may order and 
pick up from the abbey. Donations 
accepted. There also are senior 
theses from the SGU library being 
returned to any graduate (after 
the school became a four-year 
institution) who would like theirs 
back. Contact Theresa Bragg at 
tabragg@monksok.org or (405) 
878-5296.

Apartments available
St. Ann has available apartments 

in independent and assisted liv-
ing. St. Ann is located at 7501 W. 
Britton Rd. and is owned and oper-
ated by the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City. Contact Richard or Brid-
get at (405) 721-0747 to schedule a 
tour. Ask about the special.

Natural Family Planning session
A free introductory session 

“Understanding your Fertility” by 
Christine Littell is at 7 p.m. March 
28 or anytime by appointment in 
the board room at St. John, 900 S. 
Littler in Edmond. Open to single 
women, engaged or married cou-
ples. To RSVP, contact Christine 
Littell (405) 348-0480, Ext. 331, 
clittell@stjohn-catholic.org. 

Bingo at St. James
St. James, OKC, will have bingo 

on March 28. $10 all games. Entry 
for 50” TV to be given away in 
October. Food at 5:45 p.m. Bingo 
6:30 p.m. Proceeds for charitable 
services.

Surviving Divorce 
A class starts March 30 and will 

meet 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. each Satur-
day at St. Monica in Edmond. The 
14-week program is for the newly 
separated and divorced, and peo-
ple struggling with issues many 
years later. It will help them an-
swer their questions, restore hope 
and begin authentic healing. To 
register, visit stmonica-edmond.
org/divorce-ministry.

One night Lenten mission
An inspiring one-woman show 

“Haunted by God: The Life of Dor-
othy Day” will be at 5 p.m. March 
31 at Epiphany of the Lord, 7336 
W. Britton Rd., OKC. The show 

is a moving dramatic portrait of 
one of the most outspoken and 
influential American Catholics of 
the 20th century. Admission free. 
Contact (405) 722-2110.

Help support Catholic radio 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio will 

host an “Into the Deep” luncheon 
at 11:30 a.m. April 2 in the Christ 
the King parish atrium. Special 
guests are Archbishop Coakley 
and Jim Beckman, executive di-
rector of the Secretariat for Evan-
gelization and Catechesis. Register 
at www.okcr.org/lunch.

Lenten mission - Edmond
St. John in Edmond presents a 

2019 One Night Lenten Mission 
REBOOT, 7 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. April 
3 with internationally renowned 
speaker and author, Chris Stefa-
nick. For registration and tickets, 
visit www.RealLifeCatholic.com, 
Stjohn-catholic.org or call (405) 
340-0691.

Calf Fry Fundraiser
St. William will host its seventh 

annual Calf Fry Fundraiser Noon 
– 1: 30 p.m. April 7 at the Bryan 
County Fairgrounds Community 
Building, 1901 S. 9 in Durant. 
Many food items, live and silent 
auctions, and kids’ activities. 
Event to benefit Parish Hall Build-
ing Fund. Meal tickets $20. Leave 
message at (580) 924-1989 or call 
Ginger Lewis at (580) 916-1438.  

Lenten silent retreat 
Everyone is invited for a Lenten 

silent retreat where they can devel-
op their creativity, work on a proj-
ect, discern a direction for their 
life or rest as they grow closer to 
God. The retreat is 9 a.m. on April 
5 to Noon on April 7 at the Catho-
lic Pastoral Center in OKC. Meals, 
lodging and three talks provided 
as part of the cost. Contact Katie 
Gordy at (405) 627-6954 or kt-
gktg1213@gmail.com.

GOLD First Friday Fundraiser
Enjoy family, food and fun 1 

p.m. – 4 p.m. April 6 at the Gospel 
of Life Disciples, St. John Paul II 
Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern Avenue, 
Moore. All ages welcome. Experi-
ence the joy of Lenten conversion 
and the joy of the Gospel. Contact 
Sr. Maria of the Trinity, (405) 778-
1107, srmaria@gospeloflifedisci-
ples.org, gospeloflifedisciples.org.

Before Holy Week, take a 
monastic moment

From 6:30 p.m. April 12 to Noon 
April 14 experience Benedictine 
life at St. Joseph Monastery. For 
single Catholic women ages 18-
35 who are open to God’s call to 
religious life. Spend time in prayer, 
reflection and conversation with 
the sisters and listen to God’s 
Word through Lectio Divina and 
liturgy. No cost. Register at stjo-
monastery@gmail.com or call Sr. 
Marie Therese at (918) 289-9251.

OKLAHGMA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Sapulpa Municipal Golf Course 

US Hwy 66 W., Sapulpa, OK 
Saturday, May 18, 2019 

8 a.m. Shotgun Start ■ 4-Person Scramble Format 
SACRED HEART KNIGHTS OF COLUBMUS COUNCIL 9333 

OPEN TO ALL: GOLFERS - $75 Per Player 

Mail entries to: Dennis Cavenah, 9106 Eisenhower St., Sapulpa, OK 74066 

dcavenah@gmail.com (918) 906-1710 

Checks payable: Sacred Heart KOC Council 9333
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March 

Third Sunday of Lent.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

Feast of the Annunciation of 
the Lord.

Pastoral letter listening 
session, 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
St. Mary, 1218 Knox Ave., 
Clinton. Register at archokc.
org/2030.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine at (405) 358-3610, 
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

“Understanding Your Fertili-
ty” by Christine Littell, 7 p.m. 
at St. John, 900 S. Littler in 
Edmond. RSVP Christine Lit-
tell (405) 348-0480, Ext. 331, 
clittell@stjohn-catholic.org.

Surviving Divorce program, 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at St. 
Mark in Norman. Contact 
Ferrella March at (405) 314-
3757, OKdivorceministry@
gmail.com.

Fourth Sunday of Lent.

“Haunted by God: The Life 
of Dorothy Day,” 5 p.m. at 

Epiphany of the Lord, 7336 
W. Britton Rd., OKC. Contact 
(405) 200-8155, www.epipha-
nyokc.com.

April 

“Marriage Mondays” 7 p.m. - 9 
p.m. in Marian Hall, St. John 
Nepomuk, Yukon.

Feast of St. Francis of Paola.

Lenten Mission REBOOT, 7 
p.m. – 9:30 at St. John, 900 
S. Littler Ave., Edmond. Visit 
www.RealLifeCatholic.com, St-
john-catholic.org or call (405) 
340-0691.

Feast of St. Isidore.

24

24

25

26

28

28

30

31

31

1

2

3

4

Feast of St. Vincent Ferrer.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
Mass. Call (405) 721-8944. 

Pastoral letter listening ses-
sion, 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. St. 
Peter the Apostle, 1220 N. 
Quinn St., Guymon, Register 
at archokc.org/2030.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m.; meet-
ing following. Contact Toni 
Harrelson, (405) 341-2199.

5
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Office assistant
Mount St. Mary 
Catholic High 
School is seeking 
a full-time posi-
tion for a school 

office assistant. Must be proficient 
in Microsoft Word, Excel and Goo-
gle. Preference given to candidates 
who are bilingual in Spanish and 
English. E-mail letter of interest 
and qualification to Talita DeNegri 
at tdenegri@mountstmary.org. 

Teachers - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City is accepting ap-
plications for full-time and part-

time teaching positions for the 
2019-2020 school year. SHCS is 
a Pre-K through 8th grade school. 
Some positions require state 
certification. Call (405) 634-5673 
for application or send resume 
to Adriana Garza at principal@
sacredheartokc.org or to Sacred 
Heart Catholic School, 2700 S. 
Shartel Ave., OKC 73109.

Teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 

School in Edmond is accepting ap-
plications for teachers 2019/2020 
school year. Should hold at least 
a bachelor’s degree in education 
with state teaching certification in 

the desired teaching area. Send 
resume, cover letter and copy of 
teaching certificate to Laura Galla-
gher, principal, 925 S. Boulevard, 
Edmond 73034 or e-mail lgallagh-
er@seasok.org. Download teacher 
application packet at archokc.org/
careers. No phone calls please.

Pre-school teacher
Bishop John Carroll Catho-

lic School in Oklahoma City is 
looking for a dynamic educator 
to head the pre-school class-
room and join the early childhood 
team. Must be a certified teacher 
with experience in early childhood. 
Experience in Catholic educa-

tion preferred. Teacher will work 
with students ages 3 and 4. Con-
tact Principal Tim McFadden 
at principal@bjccs.org. Send re-
sume and brief statement express-
ing interest.    

Pre-K teacher
St. Mary Catholic School in Law-

ton is looking for a certified Pre-K 
teacher. Must have current teach-
ing license and early childhood 
certification. Small class sizes and 
great staff. Call Principal Melby at 
(580) 355-5288.

To see more job openings, go 
online to archokc.org/jobs-box.
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Holy Spirit, MustangBlessed Sacrament, Lawton St Francis Xavier, Enid

St. Benedict, Shawnee

St. Andrew, Moore

St. Eugene, OKC

St. James, OKC St. Francis, OKC St. John, Edmond

St. Monica, Edmond

St. Mary, Guthrie

March 10

The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help,

Oklahoma City
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