
As the number of coronavirus cases 
and hospitalization were rising daily 
around the nation, dedicated Catholic 
men and women within the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City were serving on 
the frontlines, helping others, caring 
for the sick, protecting and serving 
the communities, and educating stu-
dents through it all.

While people were told to stay home, 
these unsung heroes were in the 
middle of the pandemic every day. 
Dedicated people such as health care 
professionals, educators, city workers, 
law enforcement officers, food sup-
pliers and emergency management 
teams helped those in need, leaning 
on their Catholic faith to get them 
through.
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Go Make Disciples

Sister BJ’s Pantry has taken the ministry 
on the road with the use of a new “mo-
bile meals” bus. Going mobile allows 
volunteers to bring meals, clothing and 

even prayer to their friends on the streets while 
helping keep everyone safe during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“It’s really one of the few ways we can get out 
there and see our friends who are still on the 
street because we can’t have large gatherings 
anymore,” Sister Barbara Joseph said.

Sister BJ’s mobile meals travel around down-
town Oklahoma City on Sunday mornings in 
search of those who need assistance. She said 
she recognizes the impact her ministry has on 

Frontline workers lean on Catholic faith while 
serving during pandemic

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Sr. BJ’s Pantry gains new bus to 
deliver meals, hope

Church 
celebrates Christ 

the King while 
nation celebrates 

Thanksgiving

Sr. Barbara Joseph sits in her new “mobile meals” bus that helps feed the homeless. Photo provided. 

continued on page 7

Michelle 
DeLeon, 
a labor and 
delivery 
nurse at 
Oklahoma 
Children’s 
Hospital. 
Photo 
provided.
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By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic
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After the Spanish Flu 100 years 
ago, Pope Pius XI gave Catholics 
the Feast Day of Christ the King 
to “hasten the return of society to 
our loving savior.” 

Christ has always been known 
as the King. As Saint Paul told 
the Philippians, “At the name of 
Jesus, every knee should bend 
of those in heaven, and on earth, 
and under the earth.” In Revela-
tions 19:16, “Christ is referred as 
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a The U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
gathered virtually for the 
2020 Fall General 
Assembly on 
Nov. 16-17. Find 
more information 
at usccb.org.

a Catholic Bishop Abuse 
Reporting service
The new Catholic Bishop 
Abuse Reporting service 
launched on March 16. The 
third-party reporting service 
is responsible for receiving 
allegations of sexual abuse 
against current or retired 
bishops in the United States. 
Allegations can be made to 
the toll-free number (800) 
276-1562 or online at re-
portbishopabuse.org. The 
reporting party can choose 
to remain anonymous. For 
more information, go online 
to archokc.org/clergyabuse. 
To report abuse by clergy, 
volunteers or church and 
school employees, call (405) 
720-9878. If a child is in im-
mediate danger, call 9-1-1. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

This week, we will observe Thanksgiving. It is per-
haps the most distinctly American of our national 
holidays. Normally Thanksgiving marks the begin-
ning of the “holiday season.” The year 2020, however, 
has been anything but normal. We may not be feeling 
very festive this Thanksgiving. 

In the aftermath of a bitterly contested election, 
civil disturbances, scandals and the ongoing global 
pandemic, it might be hard to remember what we 
ought to be grateful for this year. Stresses from all 
the ordinary personal, economic and societal chal-
lenges seem to have been multiplied by COVID-19. 
And, as the recent dramatic spike in COVID infec-
tions has reminded us, we are not out of the woods 
yet.

During this difficult time, I have been reflecting 
on a passage from Saint Paul in which he bares his 
soul about his struggle with weakness and vulnera-
bility. He says, “Three times I begged the Lord about 
this, that it might leave me, but he said to me, ‘My 
grace is sufficient for you, for power is made per-
fect in weakness.’ I will rather boast most gladly of 
my weaknesses, in 
order that the power 
of Christ may dwell 
with me … for when 
I am weak, then I am 
strong” (2 Cor. 12:8-
10). This is the para-
dox at the heart of our 
Christian faith and 
experience. 

Like Saint Paul we have been praying daily for 
deliverance from this pandemic and its devastating 
effects. But, until that happens, how can we find God 
in it? Not despite our weakness and need, but rather 
because of these, how has Christ been able to reveal 
himself in our midst? 

The experience of isolation during this pandemic 
has reminded us of how important it is to be in com-
munion and relationship with others. I am grateful 
for all emergency workers, health care workers and 
those who have helped provide all kinds of services 
despite the personal risks involved.

I have marveled at the creativity and determination 
of so many of our priests, lay leaders and parishio-
ners during this pandemic. This is the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Christ is present in it. The challenges of 
this time have helped foster a marvelous missionary 
spirit. Not many were expert in live-streaming events 
before COVID. Who knew anything about ZOOM 
meetings? Yet, ever since the beginning of the tem-
porary suspension of public Masses, our priests and 

lay collaborators have 
embraced new ways to 
carry on the mission 
and ministries of the 
Church by adapting in 
such innovative ways as 
live-streaming Masses, 
“parking lot” Masses and 
online religious forma-
tion. 

Since then, we have seen armies of staff and volun-
teers step up to provide parishes with technology as-
sistance and pitch in to prepare and sanitize church-
es for a safe resumption of public Masses. We have 
seen beautiful outreach efforts as parishes developed 
websites and set up calling trees and other means to 
support and help carry one another’s burdens. The 
Knights of Columbus developed a beautiful “Leave No 
Neighbor Behind” initiative that some parishes have 
embraced. I have marveled at the way in which our 
Catholic schools and religious education programs 
adapted both to online instruction and the return to 

live classroom in-
struction during such 
uncertain times. The 
selfless cooperation 
and sacrifices needed 
to keep one another 
safe are a work of the 
Holy Spirit as well.

With so many people 
having more time on 

their hands and struggling with the experience of 
isolation, I have witnessed people being more inten-
tional about how they use their time, making time for 
family, for prayer and to foster the important rela-
tionships in their lives. 

The pandemic experience has been a time to repri-
oritize many things in our lives. We have discovered 
that we can get along quite well without some things, 
some habits and behaviors that once shaped and 
dominated our lives. Aware of our vulnerability we 
have perhaps become more aware of our need for 
quiet and prayer, more aware of the needs of others 
and more appreciative of the gifts that we have taken 
for granted, including health, the beauty of nature 
and the importance of friends, family, co-workers 
and loved ones. 

For many, this pandemic has been a time of signifi-
cant spiritual growth. It has not been easy. We would 
not have chosen it for ourselves. But, perhaps we are 
beginning to recognize that God is with us through it 
all. And, for this we can be truly grateful.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Giving thanks during a pandemic

Father in Heaven, 
please look kindly 

upon us and receive our 
heartfelt gratitude in this 

time of giving thanks. 
Thank you for all the 
graces and blessings 
you have bestowed 

upon us. 
Please grant us 

continued graces and 
blessing throughout 

the coming year. 
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Nov. 22 – Mass, 10 a.m., St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC 
Nov. 23 – USCCB Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism virtual meeting 1 p.m.
Nov. 24 – Mass, 11:30 p.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 25 – Mass, 11:30 p.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Nov. 26-27 – CPC closed for Thanksgiving holiday
Nov. 29 – Mass and blessing of new Discipleship Building, 10:30 a.m., St. John Nepomuk, Yukon
Dec. 1 – St. Ann Retirement Center Board meeting, 8 a.m., CPC 
Dec. 1 – Department Directors meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Dec. 1 – Archdiocesan Building Committee meeting, 1 p.m., CPC 
Dec. 2 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., Holy Trinity Catholic School, Okarche
Dec. 3 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Dec. 3 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offices, OKC 
Dec. 3 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2:30 p.m., CPC 
Dec. 4 – CPC Staff Advent Retreat, 9 a.m., CPC
Dec. 4 – Mass, 11:30 p.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Dec. 4 – Catholic Foundation Board of Directors meeting, 1 p.m., CPC 
Dec. 5 – Mass of Dedication of New Altar, 10 a.m., Blessed Sacrament, Lawton

“In the aftermath of a bitterly contested 
election, civil disturbances, scandals 
and the ongoing global pandemic, it 
might be hard to remember what we 
ought to be grateful for this year.”

VATICAN CITY – The Vatican 
Secretariat of State’s report on 
Theodore E. McCarrick provides a 
glimpse into how a number of wit-
nesses and victims of the former 
cardinal’s abuse sought numer-
ous ways to alert church officials 
and were disturbingly aware their 
allegations might trigger repercus-
sions.

Over its 460 pages, the report 
also reveals how much difference 
30 years can make when it comes 
to flagging misconduct and abuse.

The report begins with a New 
York mother’s account of writ-
ing to every U.S. cardinal and 
the papal representative in the 
mid-1980s detailing McCarrick’s 
“dangerous” behavior toward her 
underage sons. Having left no ad-
dress or legible name, her red-flag 
warnings went unheeded.

Decades later, in 2017, when 
the Archdiocese of New York re-
ceived an allegation of the sexu-
al abuse of minor by McCarrick 
in the early 1970s, the report 
showed how the archdiocese’s 
now mandatory reporting system 
and procedures resulted in Mc-
Carrick’s eventual dismissal first 
from the College of Cardinals and, 
later, from the priesthood.

But for decades in between, the 
victims and witnesses described 
in the report recount how they 
struggled to figure out if and how 
they should or could make their 
claims in essentially a no-man’s 
land for accusations.

Haphazardly handled, ignored 
or dismissed allegations meant 
spotty paper trails, ineffective 
investigations that failed to find 

“hard” credible evidence and a 
climate of incessant gossip and 
rumors about McCarrick’s procliv-
ities that ended up being lever-
aged by some to paint him as “a 
victim” of envy and enemies.

A New York woman, called 
“Mother 1” in the report, describes 
how McCarrick groomed her fam-
ily into trusting him and feeling 
special by receiving his kind and 
generous attention during the 
1970s and ‘80s.

But she began to see the 
then-bishop as a threat when she 
caught him massaging her sons’ 
inner thighs in front of her hus-
band, who seemed, in her words, 
“oblivious to Ted’s behavior.”

While she felt they needed to get 
him “out of our lives,” her hus-
band “refused to understand,” 
and she proceeded to witness on-
going inappropriate touching and 
massaging by McCarrick with her 
oldest son. But when she found 
out the priest was bringing alco-
hol along on overnight trips with 
her underage sons, she realized 
he was “a dangerous person” en-
gaged in premeditated actions.

She confronted “Ted” for pres-
suring her distraught son into go-
ing on these trips and, after that, 
his “charm disappeared.” She said 
she felt alone in her suspicions 
and feared McCarrick could re-
taliate against her children if she 
made a report.

“Not knowing where to go or 
who to turn to” in order to warn 
church leaders about McCarrick, 
the report said, the woman spent 
a whole day “feeling pure anger” 
and writing a letter to each U.S. 
cardinal and the papal nuncio, 
Archbishop Pio Laghi, using 
names and addresses found in 
the Catholic directory at a library 

in Metuchen, New Jersey, near 
McCarrick’s residence.

Her letters, and a series of let-
ters that unknown sources would 
send to church officials in 1992 
and 1993 accusing McCarrick of 
pedophilia, were anonymous. She 
did not want to identify herself 
or her children, just warn others 
that McCarrick had “an attraction 
to boys” by including all events 
she personally witnessed.

Her fear and anxiety over po-
tential repercussions gave way to 
anger when “nothing was being 
done” and her letters seemed ig-
nored. The report said no originals 
or copies of her letters were ever 
found.

During her interview for the 
report, she said she had wanted 
to go public in the early 1990s, 
but her one son insisted McCar-
rick’s behavior was only “creepy” 
and “uncomfortable,” not actual 
abuse. However, she said, she “re-
gretted every day” not acting more 
firmly earlier.

The report also goes into detail 
about the experiences of sever-
al seminarians and priests, who 
also sought to alert people in the 
church about their bishop’s be-
havior.

The report claims “Priest 1” was 
the first individual to make an 
allegation of McCarrick’s sexual 
misconduct. On several occasions 
from 1993 to 1996, he informed 
his bishop, Bishop Edward 
Hughes of Metuchen, McCarrick’s 
successor, about incidents of 
McCarrick’s sexual misconduct 
against him.

“Priest 1” was repeatedly regard-
ed as unreliable because of his 
own admission of abusing two 
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Victims in McCarrick report show 
fear, courage, anger, need for action

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

Archbishop Coakley’s 
statement in response to 
the McCarrick Report 

“The revelations included 
in the report on former cardi-
nal Theodore McCarrick are 
shocking and disturbing to our 
sense of decency. This behavior 
should not exist in the Cath-
olic Church or anywhere and 
certainly shouldn’t be allowed 
to continue for decades. While 
the Catholic Church in the 
United States and the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City have 
worked diligently to create safe 
environments for all people 
within the Church, this report 
is another challenge for us to 
stay focused on preventing 
abuse from ever occurring and 
acting swiftly and justly if an 
allegation is received. I am 
grateful for our dedicated cler-
gy, religious men and women 
and laypeople who continue 
to lead the way in our efforts 
to remain transparent and to 
protect children, young people 
and the most vulnerable from 
such abuses. I invite everyone 
to pray for survivors of abuse 
and their families with the 
hope that they may find peace 
and healing.”

Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley, 
Archbishop of Oklahoma City 

If you or someone you know 
has been abused by a member 
of the clergy or anyone rep-
resenting the Church, please 
call the Archdiocesan Pasto-
ral Response Hotline at (405) 
720-9878. Abuse or suspicion 
of abuse of a minor by any 
adult, including clergy, teach-
ers, coaches, friends or family 
members, should be reported 
immediately to local law en-
forcement. 

The full report can be found 
at archokc.org/clergyabuse.

continued on page 6

Bl. Stanley 
Rother Shrine 

Photos Diane Clay/
Sooner Catholic 

Concrete pour and 
blessed medals

Nov. 13, 2020

Archbishop Coakley placed blessed medals into the foun-
dation of the main altar of the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine. 

The chapel altar where Bl. 
Stanley will be entombed 
was poured the previous 
week. The shrine is ex-
pected to be completed in 
2022. stanleyrother.org 
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The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City will hold the Re-
tirement Fund for Religious collection Dec. 12-13.

The National Religious Retirement Office coordi-
nates this annual appeal and distributes the 

proceeds to assist eligible U.S. religious communi-
ties with their retirement needs. Nearly 30,000 senior 

sisters, brothers and religious order priests benefit.

This past year, the archdiocese donated $79,149.92 
to the collection. 

In 1988, Catholic bishops of the United States ini-
tiated the Retirement Fund for Religious collection to 
help address the deficit in retirement funding among 
U.S. religious congregations. Each congregation is 

responsible for the care and support of its members. 
Financial distributions from the collection are sent 
to a congregation’s central house and may be applied 
toward immediate expenses – such as medicines or 
nursing care – or invested for future eldercare needs. 

Historically, Catholic sisters, brothers and reli-
gious order priests served for little to no pay. Today, 

many religious communities lack 
sufficient retirement savings. Of 
531 communities providing data to 
the NRRO, only 29 are adequately 
funded for retirement. Rising health 
care costs and a growing number 
of senior members compound the 
challenge to meet retirement ex-
penses. 

The 2019 collection raised $26.2 
million, and in June, the NRRO 
disbursed $25 million in financial 
assistance to 341 religious com-
munities. Throughout the year, 
additional funding is allocated for 
resources and services that help 

communities improve eldercare delivery and plan 
for long-term retirement needs. For example, a new 
online webinar offers professional guidance on adapt-
ing care protocols to address issues arising from the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Visit retiredreligious.org to learn more.

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Bishop Theophile Meer-
schaert, Bishop of 
Oklahoma (the state 

was one diocese until 1973), had 
decerned that the growth of the 
Church in Tulsa had necessitat-
ed the erection of a new church 
to be called Sacred Heart. This 
occurred in 1917, and within a 
year a brick church had been 
constructed. It soon became 
clear with the oil boom of the 
1920s and the influx of Catholics 
from the east coast that the need 
for a larger space was apparent.

The new bishop, Francis Clem-
ent Kelley (installed in 1924), 
took a special interest in its con-
struction. It would become his 
favorite church. Kelley was fasci-
nated by Chicago architect Barry 
Byrne who was a protégé of the 
famed Frank Lloyd Wright. Byrne 
was one of the first religious 
architects to abandon historic 
styles such as Gothic and Ro-
manesque. According to Byrne, 
the church was a “holy enclo-
sure” and should be planned 
from the inside-out. Alfonso 
Ianneli was hired to create the 
stained glass and mosaics and 

noted Oklahoma architect 
Bruce Goff also designed 

interior décor. 
The result – Christ 

the King Catholic 

Church – with such creative 
talent was an Art Deco mas-
terpiece. Iannelli’s stained 
glass reveals three kings who 
are canonized saints on the 
north side and two Old Tes-
tament kings along with the 
Magi all offering their crowns 
to the King of Kings. Liturgi-
cal artists have proclaimed 
them to be among the best in 
the United States. 

With its completion in 
1927, it was determined that 
it would be dedicated to the 
newly proclaimed feast of 
Christ the King by Pope Pius 
XI. It would become the first 
church in the world with 
that title. In 1934, Marquette 
School was completed in 
keeping with the style of the 
church. 

Christ the King continues to be 
a vibrant parish in the heart of 
Tulsa and a source of pride for 
all Oklahoma Catholics. Along 
with Boston Avenue Methodist 
Church (also in the Art Deco 
style), it continues to be studied 
by students of architecture for its 
unique and daring (for the time) 
interpretation of the worship 
space.

In his book about Bishop 
Kelley, Monsignor James Gaffey 
offers this observation: “ …the 

church met each of Byrne’s stern 
specifications; and Tulsa was giv-
en a graceful, chaste building in 
which the sanctuary protruded 
into a wide, column free nave, an 
ideal setting for focusing atten-
tion to the Eucharistic rite. This 
concept of placing architecture 
at the service of the liturgy drew 
rave reviews from designers, 
including Wright, and Byrne’s 
creation was featured in general 
reference works like the Ency-
clopedia Britannica as a model 
of a functional contemporary 
church.”

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Bishop Francis Clement Kelley at Christ 
the King Catholic Church.

Fund assists elderly sisters, 
brothers, priests in religious orders

Rev. Thomas Dowdell

Rev. Thomas Robert Dowdell died Nov. 6 in Tul-
sa after a long illness. He was 75.  

Father Dowdell was born in Roswell, N.M., on 
April 20, 1945, to Thomas Philip and Jean (Pick-
ett) Dowdell. He was baptized at Saint Peter Cath-
olic Church in Roswell on May 6, 1945.

The family moved to Tulsa where they attended 
Christ the King Catholic Church.

Father Dowdell attended Marquette School and 
Bishop Kelley Catholic High School in Tulsa. Fol-
lowing the inspiration of his uncle, Father Robert 
Pickett, a priest of the Diocese of Oklahoma City 
and Tulsa, Father Dowdell discerned a vocation 
to the priesthood. 

He attended Saint Francis de Sales Minor Sem-
inary in Oklahoma City and Conception Abbey 
and College Seminary in Conception, Mo.

After completing college seminary, Father 
Dowdell was sent to Assumption Seminary in 
San Antonio in 1967 to begin his graduate theo-
logical formation. On May 21, 1971, he was 
ordained to the priesthood in the then Diocese 
of Oklahoma City and Tulsa at Christ the King 
Catholic Church in Tulsa by Bishop Victor Reed. 
Soon after his ordination, the Diocese of Okla-
homa City and Tulsa was divided into two parts, 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City and the Diocese of Tulsa. 
Father Dowdell became incar-
dinated in the new Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City.

He served at Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church in Ada; Saint 
Joseph Catholic Church in 
Blackwell; Saint Gregory the 
Great Catholic Church in 
Enid and its mission of Saint 
Michael Catholic Church in 
Goltry; Saint Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church in Oklaho-
ma City; Saint Rose of Lima 
Catholic Church in Perry and 
its mission of Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Billings; 
Saint Mary Catholic Church in 
Ardmore; Christ the King Cath-
olic Church in Oklahoma City; 
Saint Charles Borromeo Cath-
olic Church in Oklahoma City; 
and Saint James the Greater 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma 

City. He retired in 2018. 
Father Dowdell served as a 

regional vicar and on the Pres-
byteral Council for two terms, 
one of them as chairman.

In April 2018, Father 
Dowdell retired to Saint Ann 
Assisted Living Center in Okla-
homa City. In June, Father 
Dowdell transferred to Univer-
sity Village in Tulsa.

Father Dowdell was preceded 
in death by his parents and 
infant brother; and also by 
brothers-in-law Arnold Junger and Father Thomas 
McSherry as well as by several aunts and uncles.
He is survived by his siblings, Jean (Arnold) Jung-
er, Richard (Noreen) Dowdell and Judge John (Ro-
chelle) Dowdell, and several nieces and nephews.  

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Nov. 
12 at Christ the King Catholic Church in Tulsa 
with Archbishop Coakley presiding and San Anto-
nio Auxiliary Bishop Michael Boulette as homilist. 
Interment is at Calvary Cemetery in Tulsa. 

Memorials may be made to Catholic Charities 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City as well as 
Marquette, Bishop Kelley or San Miguel Catholic 
schools of Tulsa.

Rev. John Michalicka

Rev. John Joseph Michalicka, a retired beloved 
priest of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, died 
peacefully on Nov. 13 at his residence in Oklaho-
ma City. He was 86.

Father Michalicka was born Nov. 25, 1933, 
in Union City to Joseph and Aloisia (Novosad) 
Michalicka. He attended Saint Joseph Catholic 
School in Union City and Saint Gregory Catholic 
High School in Shawnee. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree at Saint Benedict College in Kansas, a de-
gree at East Central State University and a clinical 
pastoral certification at Saint Anthony Hospital.

He attended Saint Thomas Seminary in Colora-
do and was ordained a priest on May 16, 1959, 
by Bishop Victor Reed at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help. 

He served at Saint Peter Catholic Church in 
Woodward, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help, Saint Mary Catholic Church in Ponca 
City, Holy Family in Lawton, Blessed Sacra-
ment in Coalgate, Epiphany of the Lord Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City, the Saint Francis de 
Sales Chapel at the Catholic Pastoral Center and 
as chaplain at the Christian Renewal Center and 
Saint Anthony Hospital. He served on the boards 
of Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School and 
the Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma. He par-
ticipated regularly with the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas national council and the Czech 

Festival in Yukon. 
Father Michalicka was 

known as a gracious, kind and 
generous priest who exhibited 
joy and humble gratitude for 
the blessing of being a sim-
ple shepherd for his people. 
While quiet and contemplative, 
he was always ready to flash 
quick wit and a dry sense of 
humor, often with his friend 
Father Lowell Stieferman serv-
ing as his comedic partner. 
In his later years, he enjoyed 
many international trips with fellow priests and 
family members.   

He is survived by his brother Cyrill Michalicka, 
wife Nila and their children John, Michael, Mark 
and Steve; and his sister Ambrosia Geffre and 
children John, Johanna, Cecilia, Cindy, David 
and Roseanne. He was preceded in death by his 
brother-in-law, Sebastian Geffre.

The Vigil was held Nov. 20 at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City 
with Father John Metzinger presiding. The Mass 
of Christian Burial was Nov. 21 at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Archbishop Coak-
ley was principal celebrant. Interment at Resur-
rection Memorial Cemetery.

Memorial gifts can be made to Catholic Chari-
ties of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.       
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This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Max 
Marcott

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner at

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
okcvocations.com

What is your 
home parish?

My home parish 
is Saint James the Greater Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City.

What seminary do you attend?
I attend Pope Saint John XXIII Na-

tional Seminary in Weston, Mass.

If it is God’s will, what year will 
you be ordained a priest?

God willing, I will be ordained a 
priest in 2025.

What advice would you give to 
someone discerning a call to the 
priesthood?

Do not be afraid. God will never 
abandon you, for you are his beloved 
child, regardless of your age. Re-
member that you could never desire 
your own good or the good of another 
more than God. No matter what the 
Lord is calling you to, your main job, 
as hard as it can be, is simple. Open 
your heart to our Lord, invite him 
into every corner, and then share the 
love that he will instill there. 

What do you look forward to 
most about becoming a priest?

I look forward to celebrating and 
administering the sacraments, pro-
claiming the Kingdom with the grac-
es of ordination and giving blessings!

Name one thing that every  
Catholic needs to know.

Every Catholic needs to know what 
“poverty of spirit” means, and that 
our humanity is a priceless gift.

Why choose a life of sacrificial 
love?

Every vocation calls us to live a 
life of sacrificial love. We never can 
directly love God the way that he 
loves us, but through sacrificial love 
for one another, and for the sake of 
his name, God provides a way for us 
to truly reciprocate his love. If you 
always run from sacrifice, you will 
always run from love.

Rev. Thomas 
Robert Dowdell

Rev. John 
Joseph Michalicka
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Elk City parish prepares to celebrate 50 years

minors. However, the psycholo-
gists who treated and worked with 
“Priest 1” found his claims of being 
a victim of McCarrick credible and 
told Bishop Hughes and others of 
their assessments.

The allegations by “Priest 1” 
reached the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith between 
2004 and 2005 after he petitioned 
the office for recourse concerning 
restrictions on his ministry. That 
information apparently reached 
Pope Benedict XVI, who then 
reversed his decision in 2005 to 
extend for two years the 75-year-
old McCarrick’s term in Washing-
ton, D.C., and instead to have him 
step down.

McCarrick negotiated the terms 
of his retirement with Cardinal 
Giovanni Re, then head of the 
Congregation for Bishops, to be 
after Easter 2006.

Although there were rumors he 
had been a victim, “Priest 2” avoid-
ed media inquiries in 2002 because 
he had left the priesthood, started 
a family and was not prepared to 
“turn my life upside down.”

By 2004, his signed statement 
alleging sexual harassment by 
McCarrick had gone to the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh’s review board and 
to then-Bishop Donald Wuerl, who 
sent it to the U.S. nuncio, Arch-
bishop Gabriel Montalvo. The for-
mer priest also had informed the 
Diocese of Metuchen in 2004.

“Priest 2” eventual entered into 
a confidential settlement agree-
ment in 2005 with the Dioceses of 
Metuchen and Trenton and Arch-
diocese of Newark for his claims of 
sexual harassment by McCarrick. 
Archbishop John J. Meyers of 
Newark, who then discovered there 
had been at least one other settle-
ment by the Diocese of Metuchen, 
told the nuncio about the 2005 
settlement. The Vatican report 
found no record that “Priest 2’s” 
statement was ever given to offi-
cials in Rome.

“Priest 3,” who said he was sex-
ually assaulted by McCarrick on 
different occasions in 1991, told 
his confessor of the abuse in 1993, 
and his confessor urged him to tell 
his bishop, Bishop Hughes, which 
he did in 1994.

The bishop advised him to for-
give McCarrick for the good of the 
Church, and the priest did not 
discuss the incidents again until 
2010.

He filed a civil complaint in New 
Jersey in 2011 regarding both Mc-
Carrick and Bishop Paul Bootkoski 
of Metuchen, and he wrote to the 
nuncio, Archbishop Carlo Maria 
Vigano in 2012, who relayed the 
matter to Cardinal Marc Ouellet, 
head of the bishops’ congregation, 
who then gave Archbishop Viga-
no specific instructions on how to 
investigate the matter further.

“Priest 3” said in the report that 
he was never contacted again by 
the nuncio, who instead contacted 

Bishop Bootkoski, who said “Priest 
3” was not credible or reliable.

Msgr. Dominic Bottino, vo-
cations director under Bishop 
James McHugh of Camden, said 
he witnessed McCarrick, appar-
ently inebriated, at a small private 
dinner in a Newark catering hall 
groping a terrified “young cleric” in 
1990 in the presence of the bishop 
and Auxiliary Bishop John Smith 
of Newark.

He never told anyone until 2018 
when he told his bishop, Bishop 
Dennis Sullivan of Camden, who 
then encouraged him to imme-
diately send a written account 
to the U.S. nuncio, Archbishop 
Christophe Pierre. He gave his 
testimony “to relieve any burden of 
conscience that I had about that 
incident and to provide informa-
tion” about McCarrick.

“Priest 4” said that in 1984 and 
1985, McCarrick made inappropri-
ate physical contact with him that 
felt “odd and creepy” but did not 
seem sexual at the time. Howev-
er, he said he later was sexually 
accosted by McCarrick during 
an overnight stay at the Sea Girt 
beach house.

“Priest 4” said he told the dio-
cese’s director of vocations, Msgr. 
Anthony Gambino, who made him 
feel he had been at fault for mak-
ing such serious allegations and 
told him he would need counseling 
and might not be ordained.

When “Priest 4” repelled the sex-
ual advances of Jesuit Father Ed-

ward Zogny, the counselor Msgr. 
Gambino arranged for, “Priest 4” 
said he felt the whole thing was a 
setup with a clear message that 
complaining about his bishop 
would be useless.

“Priest 4” said he told his bish-
op, Bishop Edward Hughes, in 
1989 about the sexual assault at 
the beach house. The bishop was 
visibly angry and said he would 
take care of it. The report found no 
indication that anything of sub-
stance was done.

“Priest 4” did not tell anyone 
else until 2018, saying he had felt 
he did all he could do since “you 
couldn’t go higher than a bishop in 
a diocese.”

He told those compiling the re-
port that “if I had been listened to, 
things might have been different.”

He said he still feels angry and 
frustrated and finds it difficult to 
trust bishops because with his sit-
uation, they held so much power 
over him and others, and that this 
may be what prevents others from 
coming forward.

“Bishops need to understand 
that someone like me is a victim, 
too, and needs to be listened to, 
understood and taken seriously,” 
he said. “To address the problem 
that McCarrick represents, the hi-
erarchy must not remain passive, 
simply waiting for victims to come 
forward, but needs to actively seek 
victims, whether lay or clergy, and 
provide them with the assistance 
they need.”

continued from page 3

Saint Matthew Catholic Church is preparing 
to celebrate the parish’s 50th anniversary in 
December. Archbishop Coakley will celebrate 
Mass on Dec. 13. 

The first Masses were said at Saint Matthew 
on Dec. 5-6, 1970, after Bishop Victor Reed 
combined three parishes in the area – Saint 
Francis, Saint Joseph and Holy Family. Pa-
rishioners met in a temporary space until 1998 
when a permanent church was built. 

To commemorate the 50th anniversary, pa-
rishioner Don Greteman recalled his family’s 
history in the wide-open western portions of 
Oklahoma that led to Saint Matthew Catholic 
Church.

“Before I can adequately relate the history of 
this iconic church, I need to go to where it all 
began – Saint Francis.

I crossed Turkey Creek, a small tributary 
that runs one mile south of Canute and headed 
toward Saint Francis Cemetery. The cemetery 
lies a little more than a mile east of the old 
“two mile bar,” a leftover of one of the many 
oil busts of western Oklahoma. The site rested 
below a small hill dotted with pasture grass 
and fields of red sand surrounding what was 
once the home of a vibrant church community 
– Saint Francis Catholic Church, “the mother 
church” of western Oklahoma. 

In the latter part of the 19th century, Okla-
homa missionary priests from Saint Francis 
of Assisi in El Reno made the arduous jour-
ney west to minister to the pioneer families 
who had settled near an area that later would 
be known as Scheidel. Mass was said in the 
homes and dugouts of the pioneers until a 
small church was completed in March 1900. 
P.N. (Lippy) Schones had donated five acres of 

land for the site. Eight men volunteered to take 
their teams and wagons to Weatherford for the 
materials, a journey of two and a half days. A 
year later, two rooms were added to accommo-
date the resident pastor. In 1903, a new rectory 
was begun. It later lodged the Sisters of Mercy 
who staffed the school. The congregation was 
rapidly increasing, which resulted in the build-
ing of a new church in 1905.

In the cemetery lay pioneer Catholic families, 
mostly ethnic German immigrants who first 
settled in Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin and Minne-
sota, and later made the demanding journey to 
Oklahoma Territory.  

While the history of the Catholic Church in 
western Oklahoma began at Saint Francis, it 
quickly spread to the communities of Sayre, 
Elk City, Weatherford, Thomas, Clinton, Cor-
dell, Hobart and Mangum. A year before state-
hood, Bishop Theophile Meerschaert dedicated 
a new church, Saint Joseph Catholic Church in 
Elk City. In 1926, Saint Joseph Catholic School 
was built, and in 1926, the Canute members 
broke away from Saint Francis and established 
Holy Family Catholic Church. 

Unlike Saint Francis, the former church 
building was still standing, plus a rectory and 
the old gym. Since Holy Family was located on 
Route 66, the grotto had been a favorite tour-
ist stop in the 1950s and 1960s. Later, when 
Route 66 became Interstate 40, the town of Ca-
nute fell victim to the bypass. Local businesses 
closed due to the loss of traffic and the grotto 
attracted fewer tourists.

I made the eight-mile trek to Elk City via 
I-40 to visit the site of Saint Joseph Catholic 
Church. The former church building was now a 
community theater.  

The Catholic churches of Saint Francis, Holy 
Family and Saint Joseph served the needs of 

western Oklahoma Catholics for more than 80 
years. Although they shared a common faith, 
there was a sense of individualism in each 
parish. It was on Dec. 5 and 6, 1970, two very 
emotional days, Mass was celebrated for the 
last time in the three parishes.

The lack of priestly personnel and the finan-
cial pressure was too great to maintain three 
parishes. Bishop Reed wrote, “It is my sincere 
hope that you will mutually support Saint 
Matthew Church in a cooperative spirit in or-
der that it may grow into a parish community 
marked by fraternal love and regard for one an-
other, and to cooperate working together as a 
parish family, that future pastors will be happy 
to serve here.” 

A site on the eastern edge of Elk City was 
chosen as the home of the new parish. The 
members of the three parishes started worship-
ing in temporary quarters at Saint Matthew 
School. In 1998, a permanent church was dedi-
cated adjoining the school building. The new 
structure was dedicated to Saint Mary Magda-
lene.

The three-bell tower features bells from the 
three churches. The 10,000-square-foot church 
also has a crucifix from Saint Joseph; stations 
of the cross from Holy Family; and stained-
glass windows from Saint Francis. The church 
also features an outside mosaic of Saint Mat-
thew, a granite baptismal font with a water-
fall, a prayer garden, a reconciliation room, a 
sacristy and an audio-visual control room with 
seating for more than 500 people. 

Much has transpired in those 50 years. Saint 
Matthew and its sister community of Queen of 
All Saints Catholic Church in Sayre will cel-
ebrate a special milestone as they continue 
to reveal God’s presence to both Catholic and 
non-Catholic people in western Oklahoma.” 

By Sooner Catholic Staff

the less fortunate, but said her 
volunteers often receive as much 
good from the ministry as the peo-
ple they serve. 

“It happens all of the time,” she 
said. “The ministry helps the vol-
unteers’ faith. It shows them that 
God really does provide for us.”

Their new bus is one of the most 
recent examples of God’s continual 
provision for the ministry. 

Within one month of their idea to 
search for a bus, they had found 

and secured one. Sister Barbara 
Joseph said the day after they 
decided to purchase the bus, she 
opened a letter with a check inside 
big enough to cover its expense.

“It was kind of obvious,” she 
chuckled, “We were doing what the 
Lord was asking of us.” 

After the bus was acquired, 
renovations ensured they could 
keep people safe while providing 
the storage space needed. Over 
the next month, seats were pulled 
and shelving and a new plexiglass 
window were installed to allow 

volunteers to safely hand out food 
and other items. 

Ryan Maxwell, a volunteer for 
the past four years, said he saw a 
lot of people living on the 
street during the pandemic 
and wondered how many 
of those people could be 
found on Sunday morn-
ings. It didn’t take long for 
them to begin reconnecting 
with friends, old and new.

“We quickly learned we 
would be able to get them 
a hot breakfast, socks, 
hygiene products and blan-
kets,” Maxwell says. “Once 
you begin to make friends 
with people on the street, 
it’s hard on volunteers not 
to be able to see them. To 
reconnect with them was 
really great.”

The bus only has been in 
service since October, but 
volunteers already serve 
about 100 hot meals every 
Sunday.

The ministry is support-
ed by monetary gifts and 
volunteers, especially those 
from The Order of Malta of 
Saint Eugene, who get up 
early every Sunday to cook, 
assemble and package 
breakfast burritos. 

Pam Archer, a volunteer for the 
past six years, said it’s fun for her 
to yell out the window, “Hot break-
fast! Who wants a hot breakfast?!”

“I absolutely love it,” she said. 
Archer and her husband, Tim, vol-
unteer together for both the pantry 
and Sister BJ’s foot clinic. 

“It’s fun because when someone 
yells out the window, ‘Do you want 

a free hot breakfast?’ they are so 
happy and grateful. It’s just won-
derful.” 

The bus was blessed by Arch-

bishop Coakley and recently ap-
plied graphics to help people better 
identify it. 

To support Sister BJ’s mobile 
meals to help with gas and other 
expenses, go online to srbjpantry.
com. The pantry also has a Face-
book page. 

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

RestoreOKC is one of the national 
grants from the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development 
in the archdiocese. CCHD is the 
national anti-poverty program of 

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, work-
ing to carry out the mission of Jesus Christ. 
It is overseen by the USCCB Domestic Justice 
and Human Development Committee for which 
Archbishop Coakley serves as chairman.  

With support from CCHD, RestoreOKC creat-
ed a program called Restore Farms that part-
ners with the northeast side of Oklahoma City. 
The farms’ mission is to, “empower our youth 
with experiences in basic job skills, sustainable 
agriculture, entrepreneurship and incentivize 
graduation and higher education for long-term 
community opportunity.” 

In northeast Oklahoma City, 73 percent of 
children live below the poverty level. The com-
munity also has the highest school dropout 
rates and incarceration rates in the nation. 
Children are struggling and being systemical-

ly left behind and have limited access to food 
compared to surrounding communities. 

“People have a lot of assumptions as to why 
the youth in our community dropout of school; 
lazy, not smart enough. However, that is 100 
percent not the truth for our interns. They are 
so smart; the truth is they are trying to meet 
their basic needs. We have kids who work to 
provide their family with food. School feels like 
a fantasy for them,” said Ann Miller, farm di-
rector of Restore Farms.

Restore Farms focuses on providing job train-
ing for youth in the community and healthy 
food access for the neighborhood. 

Restore Farms hired 15 students in middle 
school and high school to intern at the farms. 
They learn about agriculture, landscaping and 
basic job skills. Most importantly, they learn 
responsibility and increase personal develop-
ment alongside their peers.

Upon graduation from high school and the 
Restore Farms internship program, the in-
terns can attend college with a full scholarship 
at one of the universities partnered with the 
program. Currently, Langston University is 
the only partnered university, but the program 

continues to grow. Restore Farms focuses on 
teaching this generation the importance of giv-
ing to their community, so the next generation 
has the confidence to continue doing the same. 

A Restore Farm intern said their favorite part 
of the job is harvesting and cooking with the 
food that grows in the garden. 

“We have guest chefs come and teach us how 
to cook, and I enjoy learning more about that 
because I want to become a chef.” 

Another intern said their favorite part is land-
scaping because “the hard work you put into 
something becomes pretty.” 

In addition to job training, Restore Farms 
creates and supplies healthy and affordable 
food. Restore Farms uses a grocery market, a 
community garden and organically grown food 
through their aquaponics system. 

Programs like Restore Farms rely on grants 
from the Catholic Campaign for Human Devel-
opment to serve communities in the archdio-
cese. To learn more about CCHD, go online to 
usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-hu-
man-development. Provide a gift through the 
envelop provided for the national collection on 
Nov. 21-22 or check parish online offertory. 
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Catholic campaign helps bring affordable food, 
work experience to OKC communities

Volunteers help serve hot meals in Oklahoma City. Visit srbjpantry.com to learn 
more about this ministry. Photo provided.

continued from page 1

Sr. Barbara Joseph gets help customizing her 
new “mobile meals” bus to feed the homeless. 
Photo provided. 

CCHD national collection Nov. 21-22

By Brian Smith 
For the Sooner Catholic



“In the nearly 14 years that I have done this job, I 
have approached it with God, and unfortunately there 
was a time I attempted it on my own,” said Lt. Chris-
topher Brugh, of the Yukon Police Department. “What 
I have learned is this job is far more rewarding and I 
am far more effective when I do it with God. Saint John 
Paul II once said, ‘Do not be afraid. Do not be satisfied 
with mediocrity. Put out into the deep and let down 
your nets for a catch.’”

“Through my faith, I am able to trust in God’s love 
and presence. I am 
able to work my 
hardest day in and 
day out, knowing 
God will place me 
where he needs me 
that day. If I cast 
myself into the deep, 
and open my nets, 
he will lead me to 
those in need. There 
have been many 
times, especially in 
this pandemic, when 
I walked away from 
a single contact or a 
single call and said, 
‘That moment there 
was exactly why 
God placed me here 
today.’”

Suzanne Clem, the 
priests’ nurse for the 
archdiocese, shares 
with the priests 
COVID-19 informa-
tion (prevention, 
symptoms, treat-
ment) and assists 
the priests if they 
have had a potential 
exposure by finding 
a testing site, explaining quarantine and checking on 
them by telephone throughout their illness.

“My faith is an important part of my work. I try to be 
open to whatever God puts before me each day. During 
the pandemic, the ways I serve in my work have be-
come different and challenging in order to protect 
others and myself from exposure to COVID-19. The 
necessary precautions also have created isolation and 

loneliness for some, especially those in nursing facili-
ties. This has created more opportunity to say ‘yes’ by 
reaching out more often and staying more connected. 
God also reminds me to be gentle, loving and pa-
tient with others, and myself, when the challenges of 
COVID-19 become tiresome.” 

Michelle DeLeon, a labor and delivery nurse at 
Oklahoma Children’s Hospital, said, “Praying helps 
reduce my anxiety of going to work. On my way to 
work, I always pray for every patient on our unit and 
my co-workers. I ask God to keep us all safe and 
healthy to return home. I pray that my co-workers 

and I keep giving our best patient care after long and 
exhausting days. When I feel tension rising in my unit 
I like to say to my co-workers ‘what would Jesus do?’ I 
want to make sure I bring the light of God where it is 
most needed. I always pray that I give my patients and 
co-workers hope because I feel that God put me in this 
position to help others in time of need. And, I have 
faith that the Lord will protect us all.”

The frontline workers also lean on saints for 
prayers and intersession.

“Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton not only shares her 
name with our school, but she also is the patron 
saint of all catholic schools and my patron saint 
from Confirmation!” said Jenny Lang, a second 
grade teacher at Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-
olic School in Edmond. “I continually ask for her 
intercession, to guide and share my positive out-
look with others, and to help community members 
recognize what a gift it is to be in school during 
this time. As a teacher there is no way for me to 

honor God more than to lead and guide 
children by setting a positive example 
and helping them learn to turn to God in 
uncertain times.” 

Lt. Brugh said he leans on Saint Mi-
chael the Archangel for prayers and 
intersession.

“I don’t know a single Catholic police of-
ficer who doesn’t have a special love and 
relationship with Saint Michael. Whether 
it’s a precious medal they carry, patch 
that wear on their vest, tattoo they may 
have or card they keep close. For years 
I have worn a Saint Michael patch on 
my vest under my uniform. Every single 
shift starts with the Saint Michael prayer, 
followed by a prayer to my patron saint, 
Saint Anthony of Padua, ‘Help me to see 
what I need to see, hear what I need to 
hear and be who I need to be.’ I can’t 
tell you how many times I have prayed 
an intercessory prayer to Saint Anthony 
over and over, sometimes most of a shift 
looking for someone. Whether it is a suspect, 
a silver alert person, a runaway ... it’s always 
the same prayer. When I worked investiga-
tions, and I was working crimes against chil-
dren, sex crimes and Internet crimes against 
children, I really leaned on intercessory 
prayers to Saint Michael; prayers to guard my 
heart and my soul, because I learned quickly 
those cases really take you to dark places in 

this world.”  
Residents said having these steadfast men and wom-

en on the frontline of the COVID-19 pandemic gives 
communities a sense of security and hope.

“I am thankful for the frontline workers for risking 
their health to help patients and to protect us during 
this pandemic,” said Gina Muse, parishioner at Holy 
Family Catholic Church in Lawton.

Sonia 
Chavez 
Hastings, a 
parishioner at 
Blessed Sac-
rament Cath-
olic Church in 
Lawton, also 
is appreciative 
of the front-

line workers dedication to their community and family.
“Not only are they taking care of their family, but 

they are taking care of ours too,” she said.
“The pandemic has been so hard on everyone,” said 

Patricia Bread, a parishioner at Our Lady of Sorrows 
Catholic Church in Apache. “I am thankful for all of 
the workers who are helping us get through it all, espe-
cially the elders of our communities.”

Nurse Suzanne Clem added, “I am most thankful for 
all those who make sacrifices to serve others during 
this pandemic, especially those who risk exposure 
during their work and those whose jobs do not allow 
them to work from home. I’m also thankful for the daily 
sacrifices everyone makes to help prevent the spread of 
the virus.”

Lang explained how her second-grade class prays the 
Rosary once a week for not only the frontline workers, 
but for all who have been affected by the coronavirus.

“Each week on Fridays, our second-grade class prays 
the Rosary together. It’s such a special time of our 
week! We go outside by our Mary statue in the court-
yard and the children each find a special spot to reflect 
as we pray. It has been amazing to see how the chil-
dren gravitate closer to Mary’s statue. I’m in absolute 
awe of the personal relationship each one of them is 
developing with God and the Blessed Mother.”

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Prayer to St. Joseph the Worker

Heavenly Father, we put our trust in you. 
We ask the intercession of St. Joseph under his title of the worker 

to be open to your divine plan even in difficult and uncertain 
times and circumstances. 

We ask that through his intercession and following his example we 
may come to understand our place in your plan and exercise our 
responsibility for the welfare of others, especially those close to 

us who depend on us. 
We pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in these weeks before 
Pentecost so that your plan might be clearer to us, and that our 

desire to follow it would be more wholehearted. 
We ask all this through Christ our risen Lord. 

Amen.

continued from page 1

Frontline workers lean on Catholic faith while serving during pandemic

Jenny Lang’s 
second grade 
class at St. 
Elizabeth 
Ann Seton 
Catholic 
School in 
Edmond.
Photo 
provided.

Lt. Christopher Brugh of the Yukon Police Department.

Suzanne Clem, the priests’ nurse for the archdiocese, checks Fr. Gerard MacAulay’s blood pressure. Photo 
Dana Attocknie/Sooner Catholic.

Archbishop Coakley prays for 
victims, survivors of blast in 

Lebanon

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass Nov. 1 at Our Lady of 
Lebanon Catholic Church in Norman to celebrate All Saints 
Day and to remember the 200 people killed, 6,500 injured 
and thousands left homeless in Beirut by a massive explosion 

in August.
Archbishop Coakley was joined by Father Nabil Mouannes, pastor of 

Our Lady of Lebanon, with Deacon Paul Lewis and Deacon Paul Albert. 
The Feast of All Saints fell on the same day as the liturgical new year 

on the Maronite calendar when Maronites all over the world celebrate 
the consecration of the Church.

Prayers were said in Aramaic and in English. After Mass, Archbishop 
Coakley blessed the cross at the entrance of the church.  

Photos provided.



Dcn. James Warnke

Deacon Jim Warnke died Nov. 10 
in Sayre. He was 74. Deacon Warnke 
was born March 3, 1946, in Elk City 
to Lawrence and Bernice (Winkler) 
Warnke. 

He grew up in Canute where he 
graduated in 1964. After graduation, 
he worked in the oil fields before at-
tending Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University in Weatherford where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration in 1969. While in col-
lege, he married Dawana Sue Webb on 
Jan. 21, 1967, in Canute.

In 1978, he opened his own busi-
ness, Pipe Inspection Inc. From 1978 
to 2000, he continued operating the 
business and added a Pepperidge 
Farm Cookie franchise in western 
Oklahoma and the Texas panhan-
dle. He left the oil field in 2002 and 
purchased Broadway Cleaners. Jim 
continued operating the dry-cleaning 
business until 2015 when he worked 
for the City of Sayre until his retire-
ment in 2016. Jim was strong in his 
faith and service to the Lord. He was 
ordained to the permanent diaconate 
in 2002 to serve at Saint Matthew 
Catholic Church until retirement in 
2017. He was a member of the Knights 
of Columbus 4th  Degree and received 

his degree in pas-
toral ministry from 
Newman University 
in 2004. He also 
was a member of 
the Elk City Jay-
cee’s and Kiwanis 
clubs. He enjoyed 
water and snow 
skiing, attending 
rodeos, attending 
his grandson’s 
sporting events and 
spending time with 
family and friends. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents; one brother, Tony Warnke; 
two brothers-in-law, Ralph Musella 
and David Webb; two sisters-in-law, 
Joanne Warnke and Peggy Warnke. 
Jim is survived by his wife, Sue; two 
daughters, Gina Luree Warnke Sa-
linas and husband, Rob; and Julie 
Ann Warnke; one grandson, Eric Ryan 
Salinas; one great granddaughter, 
Arya Brienne Salinas; and a host of 
other relatives and friends. In lieu 
of flowers the family suggest gifts to 
Saint Matthew Fourth Degree Knights 
of Columbus. Mass of Christian Burial 
was Nov. 16 at Saint Matthew Cath-
olic Church with Father Philip Louis 
as principal celebrant. Burial at Holy 
Family Cemetery.

Sr. Maria 
Elena Gonzalez

                                                            
Sister Elena Gonzalez died 

Oct. 31 in Oklahoma City. 
She was 79.

Sister Gonzalez was born 
Aug. 20, 1941, to Bernardi-
no Gonzalez and Joaquina 
Garcia Gonzalez, in Amarillo. 
She had four brothers; Chief 
Master Sergeant Ignacio, 
Father Antonio, Bernardino 
Angel and Dr. Juan Carlos 
and four sisters; Maria del 
Refugio, Maria Esperanza, 
Maria Guadalupe and Dr. 
Rosa Margarita. 

She attended Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Elementary 
School and Saint Mary’s 
Academy in Amarillo. She 
earned a bachelor’s degree at 
Webster University in Saint 
Louis and a master’s degree 
in theology at Saint Mary’s 
University in San Antonio. 
She received recognitions and 
certificates for theological 
studies at the Jesuit School 
of Theology in California, 
spiritual direction at the Mer-
cy Center in California; and 
a doctorate of humane letters 
at the Episcopal Theological 
Seminary of the Southwest in 
Austin. She received honor-
ary degrees in humanities at 
Humanitarian Award NCCJ; 
Saint Edward University in 
Austin; Salve Regina Uni-
versity in Newport, R.I.; and 
from Georgian Court Univer-
sity in Lakewood, N.J.

Sister 
Gonzalez 
entered 
the Sisters 
of Mercy 
on Sept. 8, 
1959, at 
Frontenac, 
Mo., and 
made her 
profession 
of final 
religious 
vows on 
Aug. 16, 1967. She taught el-
ementary classes in Missouri 
and Texas. In Plainview, Tex-
as, she was vicar coordinator 
and director of child develop-
ment. Sister was missioned 
to Saint Louis until 1979.  

In 2013, Sister Gonzalez 
was missioned to the Mercy 
Health Center Convent in 
Oklahoma City. She enjoyed 
her volunteer work as a 
translator at the Mercy Good 
Samaritan Clinic, assisted 
with the Sabbatical Program 
at Oblate School of Theology 
and with the Sisters Intercul-
tural Studies, and assisted 
with the diaconate program 
at the Mexican American 
Catholic College. 

A memorial service was 
held at Mercy Health Cen-
ter Convent in Oklahoma 
City. Memorial Mass will be 
celebrated at a future date. 
Celebrant: Father Paul Koda-
karakaran. Christian burial 
was Nov. 5 at Resurrection 
Memorial Cemetery in Okla-
homa City.
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Jobs Box
Hispanic leadership develop-
ment coordinator – OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City seeks a coordinator for His-
panic Leadership Development. 
This position will collaborate with 
and serve as a resource for the 
offices of Religious Education 
and Youth and Young Adults in 
their formation programs with the 
Hispanic community; work with 
both the director of the Bl. Stan-
ley Rother Institute as well as the 
assistant director of Evangeliza-
tion and Catechesis in articulating 
formation programs to respond to 
the leadership development and 
formation needs of Spanish-speak-
ing Catholics; facilitate meetings, 
gatherings and parish leadership 
training activities and assist with 
recruiting and developing new 
faculty for the Spanish programs 
of the institute. Must be fluent in 
speaking and writing in Spanish 
and English; have a bachelor’s 
degree or five years of experience; 
be a practicing Catholic in good 
standing with the Church; have 
several years of parish Hispanic 
Ministry experience preferably as 
catechist and leader; must pos-
sess basic computer knowledge; 
including use of Microsoft Office 
tools. Submit resume to mmills@
archokc.org.

Cook – OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center 

seeks an experienced cook for a 
part-time position. Flexible sched-
ule (approximately 25 hours per 
week), some evening and week-
ends. Minimum five years’ expe-
rience in food service. Catering 
experience preferred. Submit a 
resume to mmills@archokc.org. 
Applications available at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway, OKC 73132.

Middle school social studies/
math teacher

Rosary Catholic School in Okla-
homa City is accepting applications 
for a middle school social studies/
math teacher for the second semes-
ter of this school year. Applicants 
must have a teaching certificate. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
Christy Harris, principal, 1919 
N.W. 18, OKC 73106 or principal@
rosaryschool.com. Download appli-
cation at archokc.org/careers.

Substitute teachers - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is looking for sub-
stitute teachers. E-mail bishop@
bmchs.org. Candidates should 
include a cover letter and resume, 
with the subject line Substitute 
Teacher.

Classroom substitutes - OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eugene 

is seeking applicants for an on-call 
substitute list. Teaching experi-
ence is not required. Must pass a 
background check and have Safe 
Environment training (or be will-
ing to complete). Please fill out an 
application at archokc.org/careers 
and at jobs@steugeneschool.org. 
St. Eugene is PreK-8th grade.

Business manager – OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking an accountant 
to fill the school’s business man-
ager position. The position reports 
directly to the school principal. 
Accounting responsibilities in-
clude financial reporting, oversite 
of the general ledger, budgeting, 
accounts receivable, investments, 
accounts payable, accruals and 
fixed assets. Student financial 
aid applications and awards also 
are managed by this position. A 
bachelor’s degree in accounting or 
finance, proficiency with Microsoft 
Office applications, making pre-
sentations and experience using 
accounting software a must. The 
position requires attention to de-
tail, strong communication skills, 
accuracy and the ability to work 
well with parents and school staff. 
Bilingual in Spanish preferred. 

Send inquiries and resumes to 
cfinsel@mountstmary.org.

Communications coordinator - 
Norman

St. Joseph Catholic Church in 
Norman is seeking a part-time 
communications coordinator to 
assist staff and key volunteers daily 
with distribution of parish infor-
mation and updates to the parish 
community. It is preferable that the 
applicant has experience in basic 
graphic design and social media 
and is bilingual in English and 
Spanish. Send resume to tatiana.
rodriguez@stjosephsok.org.

Special education teacher - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is looking for an educator to work 
with students in the Supplemental 
Opportunities for Academic Readi-
ness (SOAR) program. A bachelor’s 
degree in education is required 
along with special education cer-
tification. Send resume and cover 
letter to Amy Feighny, Christ the 
King Catholic School, 1905 Elm-
hurst Ave., OKC 73120; afeighny@
ckschool.com. Download teacher 
application packet at archokc.org/
careers.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

Sr. Maria 
Elena Gonzalez

Dcn. James 
Warnke 
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Should I get vaccinated?
Recently, many people have been reach-

ing out with questions about vaccines. So, I 
thought it would be helpful to mention some of 
the most common ones and try to provide some 
answers.

Are there sound medical reasons to oppose 
vaccination? There can be, but vaccines typ-
ically provide a path toward individual pro-
tection and herd immunity that involves less 
burden and risk than becoming infected with a 
disease. Today’s childhood vaccination sched-
ule protects against more than a dozen differ-
ent diseases. Some individuals, though, may 
need to decline vaccines if they have a compro-
mised immune system or an allergy to one of 
the ingredients. When a vaccine is determined 
to be safe and effective, it will often make sense 
for healthy individuals to choose, on their own 
initiative, to get immunized. 

Are vaccines safe? The safety profile of vac-
cines is typically verified by extensive clinical 
trials involving more than 30,000 participants. 
Even after successful safety testing, children 
or adults can develop symptoms or problems, 
apparently from an inoculation they received. 
When the problem is further investigated, it 
may turn out to be a separate health issue un-
related to vaccination. Still, vaccines are not a 
zero-risk proposal, and on rare occasions, ad-
verse events do occur. No medical intervention 
is ever completely risk-free. The risk of com-
plications or side effects from vaccines, being 
reasonably low overall, can be deemed accept-
able when compared to the prospect of compli-
cations that may arise from the disease itself. 
For generations, some of those complications 
included family members living in an iron lung 
after being ravaged by polio, married individu-
als rendered infertile from mumps, and infants 
dying due to whooping cough. Recent gener-
ations have been shielded from these types of 
devastating outcomes through the availability 
of vaccines.

Are there ethical reasons not to receive vac-

cines? Certain concerns of conscience arise 
when cell lines derived from abortions are used 
in the development and production of vaccines. 
Vaccines should not be manufactured in this 
way, and pharmaceutical companies should 
not make use of these fetal cell lines. The Vati-
can’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
has noted, however, that when vaccines have 
been produced this way, it is morally permissi-
ble to receive them. When equivalent alterna-
tive vaccines that don’t rely on such cell lines 
are available, however, those should clearly be 
the preferred option. 

Why wouldn’t it be wrong to receive a vaccine 
made from aborted fetal cell lines? No moral 
evil is committed by those who get inoculat-
ed with vaccines made from problematic cell 
lines; rather those who originally exploited 
aborted children for their cells, or established 
pharmaceutical company policies that rely on 
the abortion-derived cells, commit moral evils. 
The one receiving the vaccine has no causal 
connection to these wrongful decisions made 
previously by others, and the end user cannot 
be held culpable for their wrongdoing. Even so, 
the Vatican emphasizes that when we receive 
vaccines manufactured in this way, we should 
take steps to register our disagreement and call 
on pharmaceutical companies to reformulate 
their vaccines using alternative and ethically 
acceptable cell sources. Fortunately, none of 
the 2020-2021 flu vaccines use aborted fetal 
material, a common concern as the winter 
season draws near. However, even if they did, 
it would be ethically permissible to receive the 
vaccine as an end user, as explained.

If a vaccine for COVID-19 becomes avail-
able, would we be obliged as Christians and 
as citizens to take it to defeat the spread of the 
virus? Each person must evaluate his or her 
individual situation and make a good pruden-
tial judgment regarding the benefit-to-burden 
ratio when accepting a COVID-19 vaccine. For 
example, health care workers who have not 

been ex-
posed to 
COVID-19 
should 
seriously 
consid-
er the 
benefits 
of getting 
vaccinated, and their workplace may even 
require it. The elderly and other vulnerable 
populations should carefully consider the 
benefits as well. For younger individuals with 
very low chances of detrimental outcomes there 
may be less urgency, particularly if they do not 
have any contact with vulnerable populations. 
Governments should not compel citizens to ac-
cept COVID-19 vaccinations, but rather inform 
them of the benefits and risks while encourag-
ing them to carefully decide for themselves.

What about the new technologies behind RNA 
vaccines which have never been used before 
in humans? The criteria for vaccine safety and 
efficacy are generally well-established and 
won’t differ fundamentally for a COVID-19 RNA 
vaccine when compared to other more standard 
types of vaccines. In light of the various studies 
that have already been done in animals, and 
presupposing rigorous human clinical trials, 
it should soon become clear whether mRNA 
vaccines are as safe and effective as other vac-
cines.

These kinds of questions about vaccinations 
and human health merit attention, as they 
manifest an important desire both for sound 
scientific information and ethical clarity.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of 
the diocese of Fall River, Mass., and serves as 
the director of education at The National Catho-
lic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.

“Sacred Journey,” written by 
Karen Poutabaee, appears to be 
an excellent resource for those 
wanting to experience the Advent 
season with “deeper faith.”

The beautiful book cover illustra-
tion and subtitle (Through Advent 
to Epiphany) sets an inspiration-
al vision for the reader to begin 
a personal journey toward the 
Epiphany. And, the author pro-
vides inspirational devotionals for 
the reader to travel from the first 
day of Advent and ending with the 
Feast of Epiphany.

The devotionals are a blend of 
prayer, scripture and narrative ac-
companied with beautiful artwork, 
and I found it very easy to follow 
along as the journey progressed.

Perhaps, my favorite devotion-
al was titled “Star Gazing” and is 
found on Pg. 33. In this devotion-
al, Poutabaee offers, “An outdoor 

escapade can speak to you and 
energize your faith.  Indeed, a little 
stargazing just might change your 
outlook on life.” And, to this sug-
gestion, I respond Amen! Often, I 
take a few minutes in the evening, 
out on our farm, to stargaze away 
from the blinding city lights, and I 
always experience God’s presence 
in a special way as my faith is 
re-energized.

The author also shares many of 
her Advent and Christmas sea-
son traditions. The “From Dark-
ness to Light” devotional and the 
prayer Poutabaee provided at the 
bottom of Pg. 45, “Jesus, Light of 
the World, lead me by your grace 
through the darkness, guiding 
me to your wonder light,” sparks 
personal reflection on our family 
tradition of lighting the Advent 
candles. 

As I journeyed into the week 
before Christmas devotionals, I 
could feel the author had prepared 
me for Christ’s upcoming entrance 

into the world. With these devo-
tionals we are introduced to the 
use of antiphons, (short chants 

often sung as a 
refrain) an oppor-
tunity to benefit 
from how music 
can touch the 
soul, deepening 
our journey experience.

This book differs from many 
other Advent season devotionals in 
that the daily devotionals contin-
ue beyond Christmas through the 
Feast of the Epiphany. Epipha-
ny is important as it marks the 
day Jesus was manifested and 
revealed to the entire world, and 
for me, a great destination for the 

“Sacred Journey.”
The devotionals, artwork and 

narrative clearly highlight the fact 
that Poutabaee has a spe-
cial passion for her Cath-
olic faith and considerable 
knowledge of the Advent 
season. She also seems to 
have a special talent as an 
author. Poutabaee is a mem-
ber of Saint John the Baptist 
Catholic Church in Edmond 
and I highly recommend 
this book for anyone striving 
to experience the Advent to 
Epiphany season with “deeper 
faith.”

 This book can be purchased on 
Amazon or wherever your favorite 
books are sold. Signed copies from 
the author can be requested at 
karen71682@att.net. Also, Pou-
tabaee provides devotional reflec-
tions through the Saint John the 
Baptist monthly “Messenger.”

John H. Dolezal is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Making Sense of Bioethics

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

“Sacred Journey” for the Advent season
By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Dar gracias durante una pandemia

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Esta semana, observaremos el Día de Acción 
de Gracias. Es probablemente el dia festivo 
más distintivo de nuestras fiestas nacionales 
en Estados Unidos. Normalmente, el Día de 
Acción de Gracias marca el comienzo de la 
“temporada festiva”. El año 2020, sin embargo, 
no ha sido todo normal. Puede ser a que no nos 
sintamos muy festivos este Día de Acción de 
Gracias.

A raíz de unas elecciones tan controvertidas, 
disturbios civiles, escándalos y la pandemia 
global en curso, podría ser difícil recordar por 
qué deberíamos estar agradecidos este año. 
El estrés de todos los desafíos personales, 
económicos y sociales ordinarios parecen haber 
sido multiplicados por el COVID-19. Y, 
como nos ha recordado el reciente aumento 
dramático en las infecciones por el COVID, 
todavía no estamos fuera de peligro.

Durante este tiempo difícil, he esta-
do reflexionando sobre un pasaje de San 
Pablo en el cual hable que abrió su cora-
zón acerca de su lucha contra la debilidad 
y la vulnerabilidad. Él dice: “Tres veces le 
rogué al Señor acerca de esto, para que 
me la quitara, pero él me dijo: ‘Te basta con 
mi gracia, pues mi poder se perfecciona en la 
debilidad.’ Por lo tanto, gustosamente haré más 
bien alarde de mis debilidades, para que per-
manezca sobre mí el poder de Cristo ... porque 
cuando soy débil, entonces soy fuerte” (2 Cor. 
12: 8-10). Esto constituye una paradoja en el 
corazón de nuestra fe y experiencia cristiana. 

Como San Pablo, hemos estado orando dia-
riamente por la liberación de esta pandemia y 
sus devastadores efectos. Pero, hasta que eso 
suceda, ¿cómo podemos encontrar a Dios en 
eso? No a pesar de nuestra debilidad y necesi-
dad, sino por eso, ¿cómo ha podido Cristo 
revelarse en medio de nosotros?

La experiencia de aislamiento durante esta 
pandemia nos ha recordado lo importante que 
es estar en comunión y relación con los demás. 
Agradezco a todos los trabajadores de emergen-

cia, trabajadores de salud y a aquellos que han 
ayudado a brindar todo tipo de servicios a pesar 
de los riesgos personales que esto conlleva.

 Me he maravillado de la creatividad y de-
terminación de muchos de nuestros sacer-
dotes, líderes laicos y feligreses durante esta 
pandemia. Esta es la obra del Espíritu Santo. 
Cristo está presente en él. Los desafíos de este 
tiempo han ayudado a fomentar un maravilloso 
espíritu misionero. No muchos eran expertos 
en eventos de transmisión en vivo antes de 
COVID. ¿Quién sabía algo sobre las reuniones 
ZOOM? Sin embargo, desde el comienzo de la 
suspensión temporal de las Misas públicas, 
nuestros sacerdotes y colaboradores laicos han 

adoptado nuevas formas de llevar a cabo la 
misión y los ministerios de la Iglesia adaptán-
dose de maneras tan innovadoras como las Mi-
sas en vivo, las Misas en el “estacionamiento”. 
y formación religiosa en línea.

Desde entonces, hemos visto ejércitos de 
personal y voluntarios que brindan asistencia 
tecnológica a las parroquias y colaboran para 
preparar y desinfectar las iglesias para una 
reanudación segura de las misas públicas. 
Hemos visto hermosos esfuerzos de alcance a 
medida que las parroquias desarrollaron si-
tios web y establecieron cadenas telefónicas de 
llamadas y otros medios para apoyarse y ayudar 
a llevar las cargas de los demás. Los Caballeros 
de Colón desarrollaron una hermosa iniciativa 
“No dejes a ningún vecino atrás” que algunas 
parroquias han adoptado. Me ha maravillado 
la forma en que nuestras escuelas católicas y 

los programas de 
educación religio-
sa se adaptaron 
tanto a la in-
strucción en línea 
como al regreso 
a la instrucción 
en el aula en vivo 
durante tiempos 
tan inciertos. La 
cooperación desinteresada y los sacrificios nece-
sarios para mantenernos seguros los unos a los 
otros también son obra del Espíritu Santo.

Con tantas personas que tienen más tiem-
po en sus manos y luchan con la experiencia 

del aislamiento, he sido testigo 
de como las personas usan su 
tiempo con más consideración, 
dedicando tiempo a la familia, 
a la oración y a fomentar las 
relaciones importantes en sus 
vidas.

La experiencia de la pan-
demia ha sido un momento 
para priorizar muchas cosas en 

nuestras vidas. Hemos descubierto que po-
demos estar bastante bien sin algunas cosas, 
algunos hábitos y comportamientos que alguna 
vez dieron forma y dominaron nuestras vidas. 
Conscientes de nuestra vulnerabilidad, tal vez 
nos hemos vuelto más conscientes de nues-
tra necesidad de tranquilidad y oración; más 
conscientes de las necesidades de los demás y 
más agradecidos de los dones que hemos dado 
por hecho, incluyendo la salud, la belleza de la 
naturaleza y la importancia de los amigos, fa-
milia, compañeros de trabajo y seres queridos.

Para muchos, esta pandemia ha sido una 
época de crecimiento espiritual significativo. 
No ha sido fácil. No lo hubiéramos elegido 
por nosotros mismos. Pero, quizás estemos 
comenzando a reconocer que Dios está con 
nosotros en todo momento y por esto, podemos 
estar realmente agradecidos.

“A raíz de unas elecciones tan controvertidas, 
disturbios civiles, escándalos y la pandemia 
global en curso, podría ser difícil recordar por 
qué deberíamos estar agradecidos este año”.

Se lanza Servicio para Informar sobre Abusos de Obispos Católicos
El nuevo servicio para Informar sobre Abusos de Obispos Católicos 

se lanzó el 16 de marzo. El servicio de informes de terceras partes es 
responsable de recibir denuncias de abuso sexual contra obispos ac-
tuales o retirados en los Estados Unidos. Se pueden realizar denuncias 
al número gratuito (800) 276-1562 o en línea en reportbishopabuse.org. 
La parte informante puede optar por permanecer en el anonimato. Para 
obtener más información, vaya en línea a archokc.org/clergyabuse. 
Para denunciar el abuso por parte del clero, voluntarios o empleados 
de la iglesia y la escuela, llame al (405) 720-9878. Si un niño está en 
peligro inmediato, llame al 9-1-1.
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Informe de McCarrick describe falta de 
investigación seria de rumores

CIUDAD DEL VATI-
CANO – Aunque fue 
perseguido durante 
años por rumores 
de conducta sexual 
inapropiada, The-

odore E. McCarrick pudo escalar 
la estructura jerárquica católica 
gracias a contactos personales, 
protestas de su inocencia, y la 
falta de funcionarios de la iglesia 
que informaran e investigaran las 
acusaciones, según el resumen del 
Vaticano de su informe sobre el 
asunto.

Al elegir al entonces arzobispo 
Theodore E. McCarrick de New-
ark en el 2000 para ser arzobispo 
de Washington y luego elevarlo a 
cardenal, San Juan Pablo II proba-
blemente no le dio mucha atención 
a los rumores y acusaciones sobre 
la conducta sexual inapropiada 
de McCarrick debido a una larga 
relación con él, la fuerte negación 
de McCarrick, y la experiencia del 
papa con las autoridades comu-
nistas en Polonia haciendo acu-
saciones para desacreditar a la 
iglesia, expone el resumen.

Pero, de hecho, los rumores sobre 
la conducta de McCarrick, especial-
mente el conocimiento de que había 
hombres jóvenes y seminaristas 
durmiendo en la misma cama con 
él cuando era obispo de Metuchen, 
Nueva Jersey, llevaron al Vaticano 
a decidir que sería “impruden-
te” promoverlo cuando se estaba 
buscando candidatos para el cargo 
de arzobispo de Chicago en 1997, 
Nueva York en 1999-2000 e, inicial-
mente, de Washington en julio de 
2000, según el informe.

Una hora antes de la publicación 
el 10 de noviembre del “Informe 
sobre el conocimiento institucional 
y la toma de decisiones de la Santa 
Sede en relación con el ex cardenal 
Theodore Edgar McCarrick”, los 
periodistas recibieron un resumen 
de 14 páginas del documento que 
describía la investigación de dos 
años que condujo a la compilación 
del informe y dio un “resumen ejec-
utivo” de sus hallazgos.

En junio de 2018, el Vaticano 
suspendió a McCarrick del minis-
terio después de que una investi-
gación de la Arquidiócesis de Nueva 
York encontró creíble un cargo 
de que abusó sexualmente de un 
adolescente. McCarrick renunció al 
Colegio Cardenalicio en julio, y en 
febrero de 2019, tras que un pro-
ceso canónico declarara culpable 
a McCarrick de “solicitación en el 
sacramento de la confesión y peca-
dos contra el Sexto Mandamiento 
con menores y con adultos, con 
el agravante del abuso de poder”, 
el papa Francisco lo destituyó del 
sacerdocio.

En agosto de 2018, el arzobis-
po Carlo Maria Viganò, ex nuncio 
en Estados Unidos, pidió al papa 

Francisco que renunciara, después 
de afirmar que había informado 
al Santo Padre sobre el abuso de 
McCarrick en 2013 y que los altos 
funcionarios del Vaticano sabían 
del comportamiento abusivo de Mc-
Carrick durante años.

Esa afirmación llevó al papa 
Francisco a iniciar una investi-
gación sobre cómo McCarrick pudo 
continuar ascendiendo en las filas 
de la iglesia a pesar de los repetidos 
rumores, cartas anónimas, acu-
saciones e incluso acuerdos con 
presuntas víctimas.

El resumen del informe exterior-
izaba: “No hay registros que apoy-
en el relato de Viganò” sobre su 
reunión con el papa Francisco “y 
la evidencia de lo que dijo es muy 
disputada”.

Hasta que se presentaron las 
acusaciones sobre abuso sexual de 
menores a la Arquidiócesis de Nue-
va York en 2017, “Francisco solo 
había escuchado que había existido 
acusaciones y rumores relaciona-
dos con la conducta inmoral con 
adultos previo al nombramiento de 
McCarrick en Washington”, señaló.

“Sabiendo que las acusaciones ya 
habían sido revisadas y rechazadas 
por el papa Juan Pablo II, y muy 
consciente de que McCarrick estuvo 
activo durante el papado de Bene-
dicto XVI, el papa Francisco no vio 
la necesidad de alterar el enfoque 
que se había adoptado en años an-
teriores”, explicaba el resumen.

La introducción al informe indi-
caba que se basa en documentos 
encontrados en el Vaticano y la 
nunciatura apostólica en Estados 
Unidos, así como entrevistas, “que 
duran de una a 30 horas”, con más 
de 90 testigos en Estados Unidos, 
Italia, y otros lugares. Las entrevis-
tas incluyen sobrevivientes, carde-
nales, obispos, y ex seminaristas.

En un comunicado emitido con el 
informe, el cardenal Pietro Parolin, 
secretario de estado del Vaticano, 
expresó que las contribuciones de 
los sobrevivientes eran “fundamen-
tales”. La introducción del informe 
advierte a sobrevivientes de abu-
so que ciertas secciones “podrían 
resultar traumáticas” y advierte que 
algunas partes del documento son 
“inapropiadas para menores”.

También dijo que en el transcur-
so de los dos años que se tardaron 
en completar la investigación y 
compilar el informe, “hemos dado 
pasos importantes para asegurar 
una mayor atención a la protección 
de menores e intervenciones más 
efectivas para evitar” la repetición 
de errores del pasado.

Entre esos pasos, destacó “Vos 
Estis Lux Mundi” (“Ustedes son 
la luz del mundo”), el documento 
realizado por el papa Francisco 
en 2019 sobre la promoción de la 
responsabilidad de los obispos y el 
establecimiento de procedimientos 
para manejar las acusaciones de 
abuso contra los obispos.

Según el resumen, las decisiones 
de San Juan Pablo de nombrar a 

McCarrick obispo de Metuchen en 
1981 y arzobispo de Newark en 
1986 se basaron en “sus anteced-
entes, habilidades y logros. Du-
rante el proceso de nombramiento, 
McCarrick fue ampliamente presen-
tado como un obispo inteligente y 
entusiasta”.

El resumen también decía que, 
en ese momento, “no surgió infor-
mación creíble que sugiriera que 
hubiera incurrido en alguna mala 
conducta”.

Sin embargo, en octubre de 1999, 
el cardenal John J. O’Connor de 
Nueva York escribió al arzobispo 
Gabriel Montalvo, entonces nuncio 
en Estados Unidos, resumiendo las 
acusaciones sobre McCarrick, en 
aquel tiempo arzobispo de Newark. 
La carta fue entregada a San Juan 
Pablo, quien le pidió al arzobispo 
Montalvo que investigara.

El nuncio lo hizo escribiendo a 
cuatro obispos de Nueva Jersey, 
apuntaba el resumen sin nombrar 
a los obispos. Los obispos, nombra-
dos en el informe completo, fueron 
los obispos James T. McHugh de 
Camden, 1989-1998; Vincent D. 
Breen de Metuchen, 1997-2000; 
Edward T. Hughes de Metuchen, 
1987-1997; y John M. Smith de 
Trenton, 1997-2010.

“Lo que ahora se sabe, a través 
de la investigación realizada para la 
preparación del informe, es que tres 
de los cuatro obispos estadoun-
idenses proporcionaron información 
inexacta e incompleta a la Santa 
Sede sobre la conducta sexual de 
McCarrick con adultos jóvenes”, 
expone el resumen.

En respuesta a las acusaciones 
del cardenal O’Connor, según el 
informe, McCarrick escribió al 
ahora cardenal Stanislaw Dziwisz, 
secretario de San Juan Pablo, afir-
mando: “En los 70 años de mi vida, 
nunca he tenido relaciones sexuales 
con ninguna persona, hombre o 
mujer, joven o viejo, clérigo o laico, 
ni he abusado de otra persona ni la 
he tratado con falta de respeto”.

“Se creyó en la negación de McCa-
rrick”, indicaba el resumen, agre-
gando que debido a “la naturaleza 
limitada de la propia investigación 
previa de la Santa Sede, la Santa 
Sede nunca había recibido una 
denuncia directa de una víctima, ya 
sea adulta o menor, sobre la con-
ducta de McCarrick”.

“Aunque no hay evidencia di-
recta”, agrega el resumen, “parece 
probable, a partir de la información 
obtenida, que la experiencia pasada 
de Juan Pablo II en Polonia con re-
specto al uso de acusaciones falsas 
contra los obispos para degradar la 
posición de la iglesia, jugó un papel 
en su voluntad para creer en las 
negaciones de McCarrick”.

Además, McCarrick tenía una 
relación con el papa polaco que se 
remonta a sus días como cardenal 
de Cracovia. El resumen señalaba: 
“La relación directa de McCarrick 
con Juan Pablo II probablemente 
también tuvo un impacto en la 

toma de decisiones del papa”.
San Juan Pablo II “tomó per-

sonalmente la decisión” de nom-
brarlo arzobispo de Washington y 
cardenal, registró.

El informe también concluyó que 
el ahora retirado papa Benedicto 
XVI no inició un proceso canóni-
co formal contra McCarrick y que 
ni siquiera le impuso sanciones 
porque “no hubo acusaciones 
creíbles de abuso infantil; McCar-
rick reconoció bajo su ‘juramento 
como obispo’ que las acusaciones 
eran falsas; las acusaciones de 
mala conducta con adultos eran 
relacionadas a eventos en la década 
de 1980; y no había indicios de nin-
guna mala conducta reciente”.

Sin embargo, después de pedirle 
inicialmente a McCarrick que per-
maneciera en Washington duran-
te dos años después de su 75avo 
cumpleaños en 2005, según el 
resumen, surgieron nuevos detalles 
relacionados con las acusaciones 
de un sacerdote sobre la conducta 
sexual inapropiada de McCarrick y 
el papa Benedicto XVI le pidió que 
renunciara en 2006.

En ese momento, expresaba el re-
sumen, el cardenal Giovanni Battis-
ta Re, entonces prefecto de la Con-
gregación para los Obispos, le dijo 
a McCarrick que “debería mantener 
un perfil más bajo y minimizar los 
viajes por el bien de la iglesia”.

“Si bien el enfoque del cardenal 
Re fue aprobado por el papa Ben-
edicto XVI, las indicaciones no 
llevaban el imprimátur explícito del 
papa, no se basaban en un hallazgo 
fáctico de que McCarrick realmente 
había cometido mala conducta, y 
no incluía una prohibición del min-
isterio público”, expone el resumen.

El arzobispo Viganò, mientras tra-
bajaba en la Secretaría de Estado 
del Vaticano, escribió memorandos 
en 2006 y 2008, “trayendo pregun-
tas relacionadas con McCarrick a 
la atención de los superiores”, dice 
el resumen. Los memorandos se 
referían a acusaciones y rumores 
sobre la “mala conducta de McCa-
rrick durante la década de 1980 y 
plantearon preocupaciones de que 
pudiera producirse un escándalo 
dado que la información ya había 
circulado ampliamente”.

El arzobispo, según el informe, 
señaló que “las acusaciones 
seguían sin ser probadas”, pero 
sugirió abrir un proceso canónico 
para investigar.

El arzobispo Viganò, quien fue 
nombrado nuncio en Estados Uni-
dos el 2011, recibió “instrucciones” 
en 2012 para que realizara una 
investigación sobre las acusaciones 
de un sacerdote que afirmó haber 
sido agredido sexualmente por Mc-
Carrick, según el resumen.

El arzobispo Viganò, continuó el 
resumen, “no tomó estos pasos y, 
por lo tanto, nunca se colocó en la 
posición de verificar la credibilidad” 
de las afirmaciones del sacerdote.

Por Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 
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There is a common sentiment 
that people cannot wait to be 
done with 2020. There were a 
lot of us who sequestered our-
selves, then socially distanced 
and wore masks like good sol-
diers, observing mandates and 
following conventional wisdom. 

We held onto the assurance 
that if we did our part and 
cooperated as one society, the 
raging pandemic would be a 
temporary inconvenience, sput-
tering out by July or August. 
That did not happen. Instead, 
racial tensions flared, and 
bonfires ignited everywhere 
over race, economics and how 
we administer law in our com-
munities. The virus mimicked 
our emotions and flamed out of 
control rather than smothering 
from herd immunity. Election 
hysteria kindled more fear and 
ravaged hope.

So, what are we left with? It 
has become a good question 
to ask because it demands a 
metric. I am challenged to take 
stock and identify the positive. 
As a Catholic whose life is in-
formed by listening to Catholic 
Radio, I find I am left with quite 
a lot. Let me elaborate.

After the election, during the 
next weekend, I still felt unset-
tled, perhaps even apprehensive 
as I mulled government policies 
openly hostile to my Catholic 
beliefs and practices, favored 
by many elected. There was a 
lot of uncertainty swirling in my 
mind when I turned on Bishop 
Barron’s program, “Word on 
Fire.” He talked me back from 
the ledge.

What I found reassuring was 
the subject, “The Philosophers 
That Shaped 2020.” It was 
comforting to have someone so 
articulate assist me in a ratio-
nal contemplation of the “why” 
and “how” of society and hu-
man behavior as we encounter 
it. In another person’s hands, 
Karl Marx, Friedrich Nietzsche, 
Jean-Paul Sartre and Michel 
Foucault would have been too 
intimidating for me. Bishop 
Barron’s folksy, down-to-earth 
demeanor disarmed me and 
opened me up to curiosity, 
ready to learn. I was humbled 
to realize that the Holy Spirit 
was at work: my anxiety was 
being answered by one of the 
most well-read and able scholar 
bishops in America!

My dread and feelings of help-
lessness lifted. The conclusion 
of the Lord’s Prayer captured 
my thoughts, “For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the 
glory ...” Oh yeah, I thought, 
this is God’s kingdom. He does 
make sure his stewards are in 
place, whether we recognize 
that or not; to carry out his will.

He does not seem to be asking 
me to cure a virus or orches-
trate world peace and prosperi-
ty ... whew! Right at that mo-
ment, he was expecting me to 
drive to a volunteer activity and 
to call my 93-year-old father 
before the end of the day.

Gratitude welled up in me. I 
had my Catholic faith to sus-
tain me in Mass and the sac-
raments. I was immersed in a 
Catholic community, reinforcing 
me as I become the person God 
intends me to be. And, there is 
Catholic Radio, live, archived or 
in podcast to keep me afloat, in-
formed, challenged and edified.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

OKLAHOMA CITY & TULSAOKLAHOMA CITY & TULSA
Oklahoma City - 97.3 FM

Tulsa - 94.9 FM

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
Antlers - 90.3 FM

Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM
Clinton - 98.3 FM

Edmond - 100.9 FM
Elk City - 100.7 FM

Lawton - 88.3 FM
Prague - 88.3 FM

Ringwood - 104.9 FM
Enid - 104.9 FM

Shawnee - 107.1 FM
Woodward - 93.3 FM

SPANISH STATIONSSPANISH STATIONS
East OKC - 97.7 FM
West OKC - 99.3 FM

LISTEN ONLINE
okcr.org/listen

Please contact event or meeting 
organizers before attending.

Mask requirement remains in 
place

Archbishop Coakley has issued a 
mandatory requirement for masks 
to be worn for all public Masses 
in the archdiocese. To find guide-
lines for Mass, RE classes, parish 
gatherings or to read archbishop’s 
“Letter to the Faithful,” go online 
to archokc.org/mass.

First Friday Adoration
Join the staff of the Catholic 

Pastoral Center on the first Friday 
of every month for adoration and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet in the St. 
Francis de Sales Chapel. Adoration 
is open to the public.

New safe environment training 
launched

The archdiocese announced a 
new training program for volun-
teers, staff members and clergy 
that will be required before work-
ing with minors in the diocese’s 
Catholic churches or schools. 
Learn more at archokc.org/
safe-environment.

Shrine webcam
Watch construction of the 

Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine on 
a live webcam at archokc.org/
shrinewebcam.

Watch Heritage Gallery episodes 
on Bl. Stanley Rother 

The Communications Office of 
the archdiocese has produced a 
series of short videos to highlight 
items in the Heritage Gallery re-
lated to Bl. Stanley Rother. Watch 
each episode on YouTube or Face-
book. Find Episode 1 at https://
youtu.be/0HX1iDrM8zg. To sup-
port the building of a museum at 
the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine, go 
online to stanleyrother.org.

COVID-19 information
Find Procedures for Resum-

ing Ministries, prayers, an act of 
spiritual communion and other 
resources related to the quaran-
tine and coronavirus at archokc.
org/health, archokc.org/mass or 
archokc.org/digitalresources.

Support your parish
With public Masses not at full 

capacity, parishes and priests 
still need financial support from 
parishioners. Find online giving 
links and mailing addresses for 
your parish at archokc.org/parish-
giving.

Study guides available! 
Archbishop Coakley encourages 

all clergy and lay people to spend 
time studying the latest pastoral 
letter, “Go Make Disciples! Build-
ing a Culture of Conversion and 
Discipleship for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City” with the help 
of new study guides in English 
and Spanish. The letter and pas-
toral plan lay out the vision for 
the archdiocese through 2030. 

Find the pastoral letter and study 
guides at archokc.org/Vision2030.

Thanksgiving dinner cancelled
St. Joseph Catholic Church in 

Bison has been cancelled its annu-
al community Thanksgiving dinner 
for 2020.

Coat drive
From now until Thanksgiving 

weekend, the Knights of Columbus 
has cartons at Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic Church in Marlow 
and Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Catholic Church in 
Duncan to collect coats for chil-
dren. The most needed youth sizes 
for boys and girls are 2 -16. If 
there is a specific family in parish 
that needs coats, please notify any 
KOC member.

Advent Lessons and Carols
Join Archbishop Coakley in-per-

son, online or on Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio for the 2020 Ad-
vent Lessons and Carols on Dec. 
3 at 7 p.m. at Saint Thomas More 
University Parish in Norman. The 
service will be live-streamed at 
archokc.org/live, on Facebook and 
on YouTube. More information at 
archokc.org/carols.

Luncheons 4 Life
The next Luncheons 4 Life is 

11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Dec. 10 at 
Embassy Suites by Hilton, 741 N. 
Phillips Ave. in Oklahoma City. 
Speaker: Andrew Ochs, Mission 
Integration, St. Anthony Hospital. 
Topic: Building Culture of Life in 
Medicine. RSVP at respectlife@
archokc.org. 

Jesus 2020 Conference
On Dec. 11-12, several Jesus 

2020 gatherings will be held 
during a national virtual confer-
ence. Local host site locations 
available soon. For more infor-
mation, go to archokc.org/Je-
sus2020.

Luncheons 4 Life
The January Luncheons 4 Life 

is 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Jan. 14 at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway in Okla-
homa City. Speaker: Dcn. Patrick 
Lappert, Plastic Surgeon. Topic: 
Transgender Issues/Christian An-
thropology. RSVP at respectlife@
archokc.org. 

Oklahoma March for Life
The Oklahoma March for Life 

is Jan. 22 at the Oklahoma State 
Capitol. More information can be 
found at okmarchforlife.com.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

The 2021 Oklahoma Catholic 
Women’s Conference is Feb. 27 at 
Embassy Suites, 2501 Conference 
Dr. in Norman. Tickets $55 before 
Dec. 1; $65 after Dec. 1. Visit ok-
catholicwomen.com.

To see more briefs, go online to 
www.archokc.org/briefs.
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November

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

Feast of Blessed Miguel 
Agustin Pro.

Feast of St. Clement I.

Feast of St. Columban.

Last Week in Ordinary Time.

Feast of St. Andrew 
Dung-Lac.

Daily Mass live-streamed 
from St. Francis de Sales 
Chapel, 11:30 a.m., archokc.
org/live, Facebook Live, 
YouTube Live.

Feast of St. Catherine of 
Alexandria.

Thanksgiving Day.

First Sunday of Advent.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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p.m., at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

Feast of St. Andrew.

December 

Daily Mass live-streamed from 
St. Francis de Sales Chapel, 
11:30 a.m., archokc.org/live, 
Facebook Live, YouTube Live.

Feast of St. Francis Xavier.

Advent Lessons and Carols, 
7 p.m., St. Thomas More 
University Parish and Stu-
dent Center, 100 Stinson St., 
Norman.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine 
at (405) 358-3610, 
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

Feast of St. John Damascene.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
(405) 528-6252.

Lay Missionaries of Charity, the lay order of the Missionaries of 
Charity of St. Teresa of Calcutta, meeting at 10 a.m. at Holy Inno-
cents’ conference room. Any lay person interested in living a conse-
crated life is welcome to “come and see.” Contact Toni Harrelson at 
(405) 694-1292, (405) 341-2199 or tonimah@sbcglobal.net.
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to King of King and Lord of Lords.”
Since the 4th century, Catholics state in the 

Nicene Creed, “His Kingdom will have no end.” 
Christ the King marks the end of the Church 

calendar before Advent begins. It is time to 
reflect on the Kingdom of Christ. 

Even though 
Christ was King, 
he gave a won-
derful example 
how lonely it can 
be as a Christian 
on the Way of 
the Cross. Luke 
5:16 says, “Je-
sus withdrew 
into lonely places 
and he prayed.” 
Christ showed his 
human side when 
he said in Mat-
thew 27:46, “My 
God, my God, 
why hast thou 
forsaken me?” 

Father Aaron 
Foshee, pastor 
of Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church 
in Ada, explained 
the feast in the 
following manner, 
“In the 17th cen-
tury, Saint John Eudes, a French priest, wrote 
a treatise ‘On the Kingdom of Jesus.’ In it, he 
speaks to how our participation in the Body 

of Christ acts as a means by which to divinize 
us. Saint John Eudes wrote: ‘(Christ) fulfills 
his hidden life in us, hidden with him in God 
... causing us to suffer, die and rise again with 
him and in him ... (so as to) live a glorious, 
eternal life with him and in him in heaven.’”

Father Foshee added the following, “By 
this, we can infer that if we listen to and obey 

Christ, we will participate in who 
he is. When we are reborn in the 
crystal waters of regeneration, we 
participate in 
his incarnation. 
When we pro-
claim his king-
dom to the ends 
of the Earth, 
we participate 
in his ceaseless 
proclamation 
of the Kingdom 
of God. When 
we suffer, we 
struggle, and 
God-willing 
when we even 
die for the Good 
News, we par-
ticipate in what 
our King Jesus 
has done for 
us.”

“And, with 
confidence we 
believe that we 

will rise again, and reign in 
majesty as kings and priests 
in God’s dominion, because 

we will be found within the loving and intimate 
embrace of him who loves us and has freed us 
from the cancer of our sin by his blood. For 
us, then, the meaning of kingship for which we 
must strive, and from which we will receive our 
strength, is to listen – not to the chaos of the 
world around us, but to the voice of truth, who 
we claim as the sovereign of our souls. To him 
be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.”

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Cameron and Jodi Homeyer 
were inspired to become certified 
Natural Family Planning teachers 
five years ago so they could share 
with others the amazing 
gift NFP has been in their 
spiritual journey and their 
marriage. 

People often think Natu-
ral Family Planning is only 
about avoiding pregnancy.

“It’s not just focused on 
the physical aspects of your 
marriage, but on the whole 
gamut of what it means to 
be a married couple,” Camer-
on said. “Children are great 
fruits of marriage, but there is 
so much more.”

Natural Family Planning 
was a big part of marriage 
preparation for the couple, 
who met as freshmen at Texas 
A&M University and were mar-
ried shortly after graduation. 
When they moved to Norman 
in 2014, they had been married 
for nearly 10 years and had 
two children.

Cameron is an associate 
professor of meteorology at the 
University of Oklahoma, and 
Jodi is the director of religious 
education at Saint Mark the Evan-
gelist Catholic Church in Norman.

They wanted to educate and 
support couples in family plan-

ning to help spouses respect God’s 
design for their life and marriage, 
so they became certified teachers 
of the Sympto-Thermal Method as-
sociated with the Couple to Couple 
League. It is one of the NFP meth-
ods offered by the archdiocese.

“It’s scientifically 

based, using a woman’s fertility 
signs for achieving or avoiding 
pregnancy. We’ve had success at 
both,” Jodi Homeyer said.

Today, the couple has four chil-
dren, ages 10, 8, 5 and 1. 

Each time the couple prayed 
and discerned and felt God calling 
them “to be open to another little 
soul,” she said.

When they married, the 

couple knew they wanted children, 
but not how many and when. 

“This plan allowed us to contin-
ually ask the question. Natural 
Family Planning is a continual act 

of discernment each month for 
both spouses,” Cameron Homey-
er said. “That constant commu-
nication is a part of making the 
decisions about God’s will in your 
life. A positive byproduct is good 
communication in all aspects of 
marriage.”

As a scientist, Cameron appre-
ciates the evidence that NFP is 99 
percent effective if practiced cor-
rectly. It has helped many couples 
overcome fertility issues, he said.

“It’s a very powerful tool to have 
in your married life,” Cameron 
said. “And, a powerful tool for 
identifying health problems that 
you wouldn’t see. It’s increasingly 
popular even outside the Church.”

Couples who want to learn about 
the Sympto-Thermal Method can 
find the Homeyers through the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
website (archokc.org/nfp), a refer-
ral from their priest or an intro-
duction class at their parish.

The three-part instruction can 
be taken in private lessons or 
small group classes. It also is 
available online with the Homey-
ers serving as mentors, an option 
that has been helpful during the 
pandemic. 

“People are sometimes uncom-
fortable talking about this,” Jodi 
Homeyer said. “Our goal is they 

start to see the beauty in this as 
not just a tool physically, but also 
spiritually.”

K.S. McNutt is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.
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Family planning strengthens marriages, families

A Prayer to Christ the King

Lord, Jesus Christ, 
our sovereign King

The beginning and end of all 
things, you have made your 

Church to be a people that bears 
witness to the goodness and 

beauty of your kingdom.
By your Holy Spirit, you have 

united us as one body,
called to live as one family of God.

Fill our hearts with your grace,
that we would be close to you

by being close to the vulnerable 
and marginalized.

Give us the patience to share 
one another’s burdens, and, give 

us the courage to always 
be friends of the truth. 

May we remain with you always.
Amen.

By K.S. McNutt 
The Sooner Catholic

continued from page 1

The Homeyer family. Photo provided.


