
When parishes in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City began using the YDisciple program for small 
group ministry, many ministry leaders had no idea 
how valuable the program would become. As chang-
es in circumstances continue to push face-to-face 
interactions to a virtual platform, many parishes 
have been able to make a smooth transition with 
their youth ministry groups.

YDisciple, branded as a virtual toolbox, was cre-
ated to help parishes establish and facilitate small 
group youth ministries. It provides online resources 
and facilitator training that guides leaders in effec-
tive small group ministry, helping them establish a 
deeper connection with each member. More impor-

tantly, YDisciple is designed to be used interchange-
ably in-person and virtually.

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City has partnered 
with YDisciple to sponsor the program for parish-
es interested in building their small youth groups. 
Currently, there are nine local parishes that have 
implemented the YDisciple program as part of their 
evangelization efforts.  

Joseph Cipriano, director of Youth, Young Adult 
and Campus Evangelization and Discipleship for the 
archdiocese, explained that the goal is to support 
the small group ministry concept.

“The principle behind YDisciple is what’s import-
ant. The program is directly aimed at the small 
group discipleship component of faith formation,” 
Cipriano said.
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Go Make Disciples

Religious Education classes continue 
in era of pandemic

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Although cases of COVID-19 are 
rising in the state, Religious Edu-
cation classes have continued de-
spite the pandemic. Thanks to the 
innovative procedures of the RE 

catechists throughout the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City, students 
are continuing their Catholic stud-
ies on schedule. 

“Many parishes have made the 
decision to start fall formation lat-
er this year, allowing more time to 
adapt to archdiocesan and nation-
al health guidelines. The struc-

ture and format of faith formation 
really varies from one parish to an-
other. Pastors with their lead staff 
and catechists have been prepar-
ing for fall formation with a mis-
sionary spirit, exploring creative 
options that suit their particular 
community and setting,” explained 
Ann Grim, director of Children’s 

Evangelization and Discipleship. 
“Some formation classes contin-

ue to meet on site. Most find the 
hybrid format is better, providing 
opportunities for both in person 
gatherings and virtual. Some par-
ishes are opting to use virtual 

Archbishop 
Coakley  
celebrated 
the St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha
Honor Dance 
Mass on July 
6, 2019, at St. 
John Nepomuk 
Catholic 
Church in 
Yukon. 
Photos Chris 
Porter/Sooner 
Catholic. 

continued on page 8

YDisciple brings small-group 
discipleship to Oklahoma parishes

continued on page 7

continued on page 10

By Dana Attocknie 
The Sooner Catholic

American Indian Catholics celebrate faith, culture
November is National American Indian Heritage Month

When participating in tradition-
al American Indian dances and 
ceremonies, Jolene Schonchin 
always wears a cross and a medal 

of Mary on her regalia. 
“I have been a Catholic my entire life,” Schon-

chin said. “We cook traditional Native American 
meals when we celebrate a saint’s feast day and 



Sooner Catholic2    November 8, 2020

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a Jesus 2020 Conference
On Dec. 11-12, several Jesus 
2020 gatherings will be held 
during a national virtual 
conference. Local host site 
locations available soon. For 
more information, go to ar-
chokc.org/Jesus2020.

a The 2021 Oklahoma 
Catholic Women’s Confer-
ence is Feb. 27 at Embassy 
Suites, 2501 Conference Dr. 
in Norman. Tickets $55 be-
fore Dec. 1; $65 after Dec. 1. 
Visit okcatholicwomen.com.

a Sidewalk advocates
Are you interested in becom-
ing a peaceful and prayerful 
sidewalk advocate? Contact 
Julie Lewis at norman@go-
lifemobilemedical.com. Find 
more information at side-
walkadvocates.org.

a Join the Serra Club
The Serra Club of Oklahoma 
City is a group of lay wom-
en and men who promote 
and pray for vocations in 
the archdiocese. The group 
meets at 10:30 a.m. on the 
third Tuesday of each month 
via Zoom and at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway. Followed 
by Mass. All welcome.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

I am writing this column on Monday, Nov. 2 (All 
Souls Day), the day before Election Day. Many peo-
ple are calling this election one of the most conse-
quential in recent history given the very different 
visions for America being espoused by the candi-
dates and major political parties. Election Day will 
be behind us by the time this appears in the Sooner 
Catholic. Hopefully the outcome of the major races 
will be clear by then. 

If the disturbing events of 2020 are predictive, we 
unfortunately can expect that no matter who wins 
the hotly contested presidential race there will be a 
continuation of the massive protests that have been 
so characteristic of this pandemic year. God forbid 
that any frustration over the outcomes results in 
violence. 

As Catholics we take our civic responsibilities 
seriously. Voting is a precious right. We recognize 
that an important element in exercising that right 
responsibly is to be sure that we do not compart-
mentalize our faith by putting it in a box and leav-
ing it outside the voting booth. 

Rather, in order to truly become light to the world 
and salt for the earth we ought to seek to exercise 
our faith and our civic responsibility in ways that 
give public witness to the vision for human dignity, 
human destiny, a just society and human flourish-
ing that our faith offers rooted in the revelation that 
we have received in Jesus Christ, the Savior of the 
world. 

In a society that is increasingly secular and char-
acterized by unbelief, even believers run the risk of 
falling under the influence of a “practical” atheism. 
Historically, Americans have been a religious peo-
ple. While many Americans no longer go to church 
with the same frequency as was common a genera-
tion or two ago, a growing number of those who do 

consider themselves 
church going Chris-
tians and even Catho-
lics, today regard faith 
and religion as a strictly private affair.

Practical atheism does not deny the existence 
of God. It simply acts as if God does not exist. It 
excludes faith from public life, considering it only 
something for individual believers to be concerned 
with in their private affairs. 

Too often today, Christianity is appreciated as 
little more than a set of rules and rituals to be 
followed, or an organization to belong to, or a set 
of doctrinal statements to which we assent. That 
is a caricature of a truly robust Christian faith. 
Christian faith, rooted in a saving encounter with 
the person of Jesus and animated by his indwell-
ing Spirit, enables Christians not only to see some 
things differently, but rather to see everything 
differently! It is to see with new eyes. When that 
overarching Christian vision is lacking other things 
take its place. 

Given the intensity of the political discourse that 
we have witnessed recently, it is clear that politics 
has become one of those things. Political fervor has 
taken on a quasi-religious intensity. It has become 
a source of division and discord. Political decisions 
are consequential. But, in the end, they cannot ac-
count for everything. We already have a Savior. 

Nearly half of our country is going to be disap-
pointed with the outcome of these elections. Let 
us pray that our nation may turn again to Jesus 
Christ and, aided by the intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, find healing and reconciliation to bind 
up the wounds that have been suffered during this 
difficult time. May God bless America.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Pray for healing and 
reconciliation

God of love,
may we grow in our 

love for you by 
respecting the dignity of 
all people we encounter.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Nov. 8 – Mass and cookout with young adults, 3 p.m., Epiphany of the Lord, CPC patio and grounds
Nov. 9 – USCCB Administrative Committee meeting (virtual), 10 a.m.
Nov. 10 – Live with Oklahoma Catholic Radio Radiothon, 8:30 a.m.
Nov. 10 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 10 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Nov. 10 – CPC all-staff meeting, 12:30 p.m., CPC 
Nov. 10 – Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Nov. 11 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., Sacred Heart School, El Reno
Nov. 11 – Lunch with OU Focus Team, Noon, CPC 
Nov. 11 – Live with Oklahoma Catholic Radio Radiothon, 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 12 – School Mass, 9 a.m., St. Philip Neri School, Midwest City
Nov. 12 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Nov. 12 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Spending Priority meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Nov. 12 – Serra Club Oklahoma City Founding Mass and Reception, 6 p.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Nov. 14 – Institute for Priestly Formation Bishops Advisory Council virtual meeting, 3 p.m.
Nov. 15 – USCCB Pro-Life Committee virtual meeting, 1 p.m.
Nov. 15 – USCCB Religious Liberty Committee virtual meeting, 4:45 p.m.
Nov. 16 – USCCB virtual Plenary Assembly, Noon
Nov. 17 – USCCB Region X Bishops virtual meeting, 10:30 a.m.
Nov. 17 – USCCB virtual Plenary Assembly, Noon
Nov. 17 – Catholic Benefits Association/Catholic Insurance Company Board annual meeting (virtual), 6 p.m.
Nov. 19 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Nov. 19 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Nov. 20 – Mass with Mount St. Mary High School Senior Class, 12:30 p.m., Sacred Heart, OKC
Nov. 22 – Mass, 10 a.m., St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC

For 50 years, the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development (CCHD) has 
provided funding to groups that em-
power individuals to break the cycle 

of poverty for themselves as well as defend 
the dignity of all human beings in the United 
States. 

An annual collection in all Catholic parishes 
helps to end poverty in America through fund-
ing CCHD’s anti-poverty grants and education 
programs. Without generous support, this 
good work would not be possible. One-fourth 
of the money 
collected each 
year in the 
Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City 
is used to fund 
local grants. 
Below are just 
a few examples 
of the projects 
in the archdio-
cese that have 
received past support:
n Building Understanding and a Voice in 

the Community is a project through Saint 

Charles Catholic Church’s Peace and Justice 
Committee that advocates for public policy re-
specting the common good of people. Focus 
areas for the project include economic, immi-
gration, education and restorative justice. 
n Developing Hispanic Leaders is a project to 

develop leaders in the Hispanic community in 
Mustang through VOICE training. Grant funds 
help with dues and the services of a trainer to 
train the leadership team on how to engage the 
Hispanic population at the parish to become 
aware of and how to address issues affect-
ing their families.  
n Gabriel’s Angels is a program supported by 

the Project Gabriel Ministry at Saint Benedict 
in Shawnee which embraces the sanctity and 

dignity of life by nurturing 
pregnant and parenting 
women. In partnership with 
the parish family, multi-
faith-based networks and 
community organizations, 
the program empowers 
families by providing edu-
cation, practical assistance, 
mentoring and support. It 
pairs mentors with moth-
ers who desire to grow as 

a parent and as an individual. The Woman to 
Woman program strives to provide skills for the 
mothers and their children by supporting their 

emotional, spiritual, and educational growth. 
n RestoreOKC is a grant funded by the na-

tional CCHD office, which created a program 
called Restore Farms that partners with the 
northeast side of OKC. The farm’s mission is to 
empower youth with experiences in basic job 
skills, sustainable agriculture, entrepreneur-
ship and incentivize graduation and higher-ed-
ucation for long-term community opportunity. 
The program focuses on providing job training 
for youth in the community and healthy food 
access for the neighborhood.

To help programs like these continue to make 
lasting changes for communities in the archdi-
ocese, consider a gift to the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development. The annual collection 
will take place on Nov. 21-22. 

For more information, contact Brian Smith at bsmith@
ccaokc.org.
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CCHD annual collection to aid 
families in poverty

St. Gregory’s Abbey 
celebrated the 65th 
anniversary of the 
Consecration of the 
Abbey Church on Oct. 
26. The Abbey Church 
was completed and 
dedicated in 1942. For-
tunately, contracts for 
its building materials 
had been complet-
ed before the United 
States entered into 
World War II. Bish-
op Eugene McGuinness 
solemnly consecrated 
the Abbey Church on 
Oct. 26, 1955.  On 
the same day, Abbot 
President Denis Stritt-
matter, O.S.B., blessed 
the new monastery 
building at St. Grego-
ry’s. The Abbey Church 
is open to visitors daily 
between 5:30 a.m. and 
7:15 p.m. 

Top right: Bishop  
McGuinness blessing 
the church walls. Photo 
St. Gregory Abbey  
Archives.

Right: Br. Benet Exton, 
O.S.B. lights the wall 
sconces before the 
Anniversary Mass. The 
sconces are at the loca-
tions of the blessings. 
Photos Theresa Bragg. 

By Brian Smith 
For the Sooner Catholic

Collection Nov. 21-22
Contact Brian Smith
bsmith@ccaokc.org

Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Bishop Eugene McGuin-
ness was a visionary of 
boundless energy and 

after 11 years as Bishop of the 
Diocese of Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa, proposed a bold and in-
novative plan. Experiencing the 
ignorance and fear of the Catho-
lic Church that many possessed 
in Oklahoma during the 1950s, 
he devised “Operation Under-
standing.”  

In a brochure of the day, 
Bishop McGuinness explained: 
“Think of the thousands of peo-
ple who know nothing about the 
Catholic Church – and no one 
has ever invited them to learn 
about it.  Many have strange 
ideas about the Catholic Church 
– ideas learned from their par-
ents, and no one has ever tried 
to correct those ideas. This is the 
objective of Operation Under-
standing.”

In February 1956, the cam-
paign’s first phase began in ear-
nest. Lay people were trained to 
canvas neighborhoods in teams 
of two to invite neighbors to an 
open house in all the Catholic 
churches in Oklahoma to be held 
on March 4.  It was hoped as 
well that “fallen away” Catholics 
also would attend.  

During the open house (the 
second phase), “they will have 

the opportunity to see 
and have explained the 
usage of baptismal 
fonts, confessionals, 

Stations of the Cross, 
statues, the altar, etc.  
There will be no at-
tempt made to teach 
doctrine or beliefs. All 
questions will be an-
swered, however, and to 
those visitors wishing 
additional information 
about Catholic beliefs, 
a further invitation will 
be extended to three 
follow-up Information 
Forums.”

Nearly 50,000 people 
attended throughout the 
state, with more than 
20,000 being Protes-
tants. It was the first at-
tempt at evangelization 
on a scale of this mag-
nitude. The Southwest 
Courier, the diocesan 
newspaper, reported 
that nothing like this 
had ever been attempt-
ed by the Church in America.   

Bishop McGuinness was suc-
cinct in reminding Oklahoma 
Catholics that Operation Under-
standing was very much a lay 
endeavor: “Our faith has always 
required that laymen and lay-
women participate in the Apos-
tolic work of the Church. But, 
here in Oklahoma, where only 
a small percentage of our peo-
ple are Catholic, and where our 
priests are few, our obligation is 
greater than in many other plac-
es.” In fact, 15,000 volunteered 

to help during the open house 
phase and countless faithful 
performed the difficult task of 
door-to-door evangelization.  

As Archbishop Coakley calls 
Oklahoma Catholics to faithful 
discipleship, 64 years ago the 
Church in Oklahoma received 
a similar mandate from Bishop 
McGuinness: “I urge you to par-
ticipate with enthusiasm for here 
is your chance to be a real Apos-
tle, and I feel sure that the effect 
of your work will not only save 
souls for Christ, but will also 
bring great personal blessings.”

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Bishop McGuinness at the kick-off dinner for 
Operation Understanding.

Official Pastoral 
Assignment

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Effective Oct. 22, 2020

Rev. Ruben 
Tena-Guzman, 
CORC                  

Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, 
Oklahoma City

ASSOCIATE 
PASTOR
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This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Austin 
Harper

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner at

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
okcvocations.com

What is your home parish?
My home parish is Blessed Sacra-

ment Catholic Church in Lawton.

What seminary do you attend?
I attend Kenrick-Glennon Semi-

nary in Saint Louis.

If it is God’s will, what year will 
you be ordained a priest?

God willing, I will be ordained to 
the priesthood in 2026.

What advice would you give to 
someone discerning a call to the 
priesthood?

My advice would be don’t fight 
him, let yourself surrender to God’s 
will, no matter where he leads you. 
He knows what’s best.

What do you look forward to 
most about becoming a priest?

I look forward to celebrating the 
Mass, of course. I also look forward 
to Anointing of the Sick, including 
Viaticum and Apostolic Pardon, 
because I know these impact souls 
in a special way that echoes into 
eternity.

Name one thing that every  
Catholic needs to know.

Every Catholic needs to know 
how to pray, not simply in a rou-
tine or labor-intensive way. I call 
it “free-style prayer.” Do whatever 
form of prayer works for you in that 
moment. The important thing is 
creating and maintaining an inti-
mate, lasting union with the Lord.

Why choose a life of sacrificial 
love?

Any life worth living is one of 
sacrificial love. It is what defines us 
as Catholics. Love entails sacrifice, 
regardless of your state in life.

‘He lived the Beatitudes:’ Mass of 
Thanksgiving for Bl. Michael McGivney

At the Nov. 1 Mass of 
Thanksgiving for newly beati-
fied Father Michael McGivney, 
founder of the Knights of Co-
lumbus, Archbishop William 
Lori of Baltimore said Mc-
Givney provides a model for 
both priests and laypeople of 
how to “live the Beatitudes.”

“Anyone aspiring to holiness 
will exhibit those luminous 
qualities that Jesus perfectly 
exemplified ... having lived 
the Beatitudes so consistent-
ly and thoroughly, Father 
McGivney led his parishioners 
to holiness,” Lori said in his 
homily.

Pope Francis, via apostolic 
letter, beatified McGivney Oct. 
31, making him the fourth 
U.S.-born man to be beatified, 
joining Blessed Stanley Roth-
er, Blessed James Miller and 
Blessed Solanus Casey.

Archbishop Lori, who serves 
as Supreme Chaplain for the 
Knights of Columbus, was the 
principal celebrant at the Nov. 
1 Mass of Thanksgiving.

McGivney founded the 
Knights of Columbus in New 
Haven, Conn., in 1882. Ini-
tially, the organization was 
intended to assist widows and 
their families upon the deaths 
of their husbands. It has grown 
into a worldwide Catholic fra-
ternal order with more than 2 
million members carrying out 
works of charity and evange-
lization across the globe. The 
Knights also offer life insurance 
policies to their members.

The Thanksgiving Mass was 
held at Saint Mary Catholic 
Church in New Haven, the 
church where McGivney first 

founded the fraternal organiza-
tion.

Several other archbishops 
and bishops, including repre-
sentatives from the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, also were 
present, along with Michael Mc-
Givney Schacle, the child who 
McGivney’s intercession saved 
in utero from a fatal condition.

Lori noted that the “men and 
women of outstanding holiness 
from every race and culture” 
that the Church celebrates 
on the Solemnity of All Saints 
include not only those canon-
ized, but also those who never 
receive earthly recognition.

“They represent every con-
ceivable vocation and state of 
life, but all these holy men and 
women have one thing in com-
mon: they lived the Beatitudes,” 
Lori said.

Describing McGivney as “the 
quintessential parish priest,” 
Lori in his homily offered a 

reflection on the ways that Mc-
Givney lived the Beatitudes.

McGivney was “poor in spirit” 
because he gave up his time, 
energy and resources to those 
in need, taking little in return. 
He mourned alongside poor 
families – many of whom were 
helped by the Knights – who 
had lost fathers and breadwin-
ners.

He exhibited meekness; Lori 
noted that McGivney shunned 
the limelight, largely stepping 
away from leadership of the 
Knights as the organization 
grew and became successful, 
preferring instead to serve out 
of the spotlight, as chaplain.

McGivney helped others, es-
pecially the young, to “hunger 
and thirst for righteousness,” 
as he did; he was a “peacemak-
er,” responding to challenges 
and disputes in the community 

By Jonah McKeown  
Catholic News Agency

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of Newark, N.J., prays with other prelates 
during the Oct. 31 beatification Mass of Bl. Michael McGivney, founder 
of the Knights of Columbus, at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford, 
Conn. CNS photo/courtesy Knights of Columbus.

continued on page 6



with disarming humility 
and wisdom.

The date selected for 
McGivney’s feast, Aug. 
13, is the day between 
his birth, which was Aug. 
12, 1852, and his death, 
which was Aug. 14, 1890.

Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson offered a reflec-
tion on Father McGivney 
following the Mass, noting 
that during the late 19th 
century when McGivney 
founded the Knights, the 
United States was still 
considered “mission terri-
tory” for the Church.

The 1880s and the de-
cades after were a time of 
virulent anti-Catholicism 
in much of the United 
States, Anderson noted. 
The late 19th century was 
a time of prosperity for 
many Americans, but of 
abject poverty for many 
others. Priests in Ameri-
ca’s urban centers knew 
this well and confronted 
these challenges on a “dai-
ly basis.”

“McGivney was deter-
mined that the social evils 
of his day would not over-
whelm his parishioners. 
He strove tirelessly to 
overcome evil with good, 
by putting a Catholic ethic 
of charity at the center of 
their lives.”

Anderson said it is 
worth reflecting on how 
“innovative and extraor-

dinary” was McGivney’s 
vision of a fraternity of 
Catholic laymen, based on 
charity, especially in such 
a difficult time to be Cath-
olic in the United States.

By founding the 
Knights, McGivney cre-
ated a “practical path for 
millions of men” to put 
their faith into action, an-
ticipating by nearly a cen-
tury the Second Vatican 
Council’s call for laypeople 
to “transform society in 
the light of the Gospel.”

“Blessed Michael Mc-
Givney’s great achieve-
ment was to find a prac-
tical means to strengthen 
the (Church’s) center, 
while extending its reach 
into the peripheries,” he 
said. “His greatest charity 
was the gift of himself.”

Cardinal Joseph Tobin 
of Newark, the appoint-
ed representative of Pope 
Francis, was principal 
celebrant of the beatifi-
cation Mass at Hartford’s 
cathedral Oct. 31.

While the Church has 
recognized three women 
born in the United States 
as saints – Saint Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, Saint Kath-
arine Drexel and Saint 
Kateri Tekawitha – there 
have not yet been any 
U.S.-born canonized men.

After his Nov. 1 Angelus 
address, Pope Francis not-
ed McGivney’s beatifica-
tion the day before.
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Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School recently 

hosted the annual Clancy’s All Sports Golf Classic 

at the Lincoln Park Golf Course to benefit BMCHS 

athletics. Lunch was provided by Hollie’s Flatiron Grill.

In Men’s Flight A the winners were Daniel C. Stith, Daniel 

Stith Jr, Joe Valhberg and Mike Chancellor; Men’s Flight B 

winners were Gary Savely, Dan Points, Susie Ellegard and Ju-

lie Savely; and the Women’s Flight winners were Karen Nester, 

Di Taylor, Lori Garrison and Dana Loffer.

The longest drive for men was Jacob Stone and for women 

was Sarah Storm. Closest to the Hole were Travis Black, Bryan 

Holliday, Mike Golshani and Paul Lienhard. Winning the put-

ting contest was Julie Savely. Photos provided.

Women’s Flight

Men’s Flight B
Men’s Flight A

Archbishop Coakley celebrated the Red Mass for Legal Professionals Oct. 29 at St. Thom-
as More University Parish in Norman. The Mass was followed with a talk by Teresa Collett, 
J.D., University of St. Thomas School of Law. Photos Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

continued from page 5
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Dorothy Day Center commemorates 
service to hunger relief

The Dorothy Day Center at Saint 
Charles Borromeo has been rising 
early to deliver food, toting heavy 
grocery sacks and responding to 
messages for help for 15 years.

This year, the Dorothy Day Center commem-
orates 15 years of service to people in need.

Part of the parish’s social ministry program, 
the Dorothy Day Center is an all-volunteer, de-
livery only, community-wide hunger ministry. 
In partnership with Archbishop Oscar Romero 
Catholic Worker House, volunteers meet the 
third and fourth Saturdays monthly to sack 
and deliver to households. Weekday deliveries 
also are made.

Director Marcus Evans has been a volunteer 
from the earliest days. 

“Some people delivered groceries with a cart 
attached to bicycles,” Evans said.

Reflecting on changes, Evans said, “We were 
sacking groceries on the sidewalk at Bob Wal-
drop’s house. Now we have volunteers, a bank 
account, funding, computers and warehouse 
equipment. In 15 years, we’ve evolved. There 
aren’t requirements like proof of income. We 
figure if people ask for food they need it.”

The center obtains bulk items from the 

Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, but parish-
ioners from Saint Charles also participate by 
bringing non-perishable foods to the church’s 
wooden bin. Requests are printed in the bulle-
tin for items not available from the food bank.

Since 2005, volunteers have delivered gro-
ceries to more than 172,000 people, sharing 
almost three million pounds of food. Dorothy 
Day herself summed up the irony of numbers 
by saying she could talk of serving thousands 
of meals but that God was concerned with 

Joe, Teresa and Mary who rose at 5 a.m. to fix 
coffee for each guest, each child of God, who 
visited the houses of hospitality for breakfast.  

Evans reflected, “The whole secret about this 
kind of work is not that you change people’s 
lives but what it does for you. I don’t know if 
I’ve changed anyone’s life but I know that it 
has changed me.” 

Find further information at thedorothyday-
center.com and on Facebook.

By Monica Knudsen 
For the Sooner Catholic

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
thedorothydaycenter.com

Facebook: The Dorothy Day Center and St. 
Charles Community Organic Garden

Dorothy Day Center

For more  
information 
on YDisciple, 
visit archokc.
org/ydisciple

“Most parish youth min-
istries are large groups,” he 
said. “We want to focus on 
the small group aspect of 
youth ministry and continue 
to utilize large group minis-
tries as a supplement.” 

Each YDisciple group typi-
cally consists of four to eight 
people.

In 2015, Saint Monica 
Catholic Church in Edmond 
started a YDisciple pilot 
program for their high school 
senior girls. Parishioner 
Julia Lopez spent her senior 
year engaging in small group 
activity with about six of her 
peers. Lopez described the 
group as an intentional com-
munity of growth, account-
ability and discipleship. The 
group, facilitated by leader 
Carrie Harkey, met weekly.  

“It was very relational,” 
Lopez said. “We ate dinner 
together, watched a video 
from the series, then reflect-
ed on it and discussed it as a 
group.”

For Lopez, the group pro-
vided an aspect of account-
ability that helped her create 
and reach personal goals in 
her prayer life. 

“I didn’t know what it 
meant to live out a relation-
ship with Jesus,” she said. 

She said being in a small 
group of girls with the same 
goals, encouraging each 
other, helped her feel more 
comfortable opening up and 
sharing. 

“Because our group was 
small, we got really close,” 
Lopez said. “That trust was 
formed, and we all felt com-
fortable being open and 
vulnerable with each other. 

With vulnerability came spir-
itual growth.”

The biggest advantage of 
YDisciple is that each person 
has the opportunity to estab-
lish a personal relationship 
with the person leading the 
ministry, and know that per-
son that is praying for them. 
Cipriano explained that this 
concept aligns with the call 
from Archbishop Coakley to 
“Go Make Disciples.”

“Ministry is all about rela-
tionships,” Cipriano said. “It 
is impossible to have a rela-
tionship with every person 
in a large group. This small 
group concept resonates 
with people because if we’re 
not making connections, our 
ministry isn’t effective, and 
we’re losing our disciples.”

Sally Linhart is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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People sacked groceries for delivery at The Dorothy Day Center. Photo provided. 



we sing church hymns in our Comanche language.” 
Schonchin, a member of the Comanche Nation, attends 

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church in Lawton with her 
family. She and other American Indian Catholics share both 
a complex history with the Catholic Church and a faith that 
is woven into their tribal culture. 

“As a Native American Catholic, the biggest challenge is 
defending my faith and the Church to fellow Native Ameri-
cans who have not forgotten or forgiven the Church’s histo-
ry with Native Americans, especially in regard to missionary 
and boarding schools,” Schonchin said.

“Although atrocities did happen, forgiveness is the first 
step in healing. Those individuals who committed those 
brutalities have to answer to God, and he is just. Holding 
on to the hatred and grudges that were committed only 
breeds bad thoughts and actions, and that is not what God 
is about.”

Although not all boarding schools were Catholic or filled 
with negative experiences, that era touches generations 
of some American Indian families, both Catholic and 

non-Catholic. 
Geneva Woomavoyah Navarro recalled when her grand-

father, Tuinupu, went to a government boarding school, 
Riverside Indian School in Anadarko, and did not speak 
or understand English. As soon as he arrived, they cut his 
hair. He didn’t know what was happening when they cut his 
hair or why they did it.

“He was worried that someone died because the Coman-
che custom was to cut your hair when someone died. So, he 

left and walked back home to Apache,” Navarro said. “Later, 
when he married and had a family, the Catholics wanted 
his children to attend Saint Patrick’s Mission School, which 
was a boarding school. He felt like this religion was special 
and did not think it would be like the government boarding 
school he ran away from. Little did he know it was very sim-
ilar. Several of his children, James, Eva and Ester attend-
ed Saint Patrick’s Mission when they were small children. 
James would tell of the nuns hitting him with a ruler on his 
hands when he spoke his language to his cousin who could 
not speak English.”

Navarro, a member of the Comanche Nation, went to Fort 
Sill Indian School and then Haskell Institute in Lawrence, 
Kan. After Haskell, she 
attended nursing school at 
Saint Anthony’s Hospital 
in Oklahoma City, where 
she became a registered 
nurse. 

While at Haskell, she 
had to choose a religion.

“I told them I was in the 
Peyote religion and 
they said I had 
to choose a white 
man religion,” she 
said. She chose 
Catholicism and 
said she did not 
really think about 
the history of 
American Indians 
and the Church. 

“I wanted to 
belong to the 
Catholic Church, 
because I believed 
in God and want-
ed to belong to 
the Church that 
believed in God. 
I attended the 
Comanche Re-
formed Church for 
a while because 
the Comanche’s 
would sing hymns 
in the Comanche 
language, but I 
went back to the 
Catholic Church 
because I felt more 
comfortable. I took 
religious classes 
at the Catholic church and enjoyed learning what 
they taught, the people and the overall community, 
especially at Anadarko and Lawton.”

Today, Navarro, who is 94, lives in Albuquerque 
with her daughter, attends Our Lady of Annunci-
ation Catholic Church and continues to teach the 
Comanche language. 

Father Michael Carson, assistant director of 
Native American affairs for the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, said the most important part of 
reconciliation and healing is the art of listening. 

“Reconciliation and healing is a dialogue of under-
standing and empathy. People and native communi-
ties heal in different ways. These ways are based not 
only culture, but on individual experiences. Not only 
does the Church listen to the narratives of historical 
trauma, but it also works to learn from the past to 

direct the future of Christ’s ministry,” said Father Carson, 
who is of Choctaw ancestry. 

Not all tribes had a negative experience with the Church. 
Tammy Fugate Baldauff, a member of the Osage Nation, 
said her knowledge of the Osages and the Church is mostly 
amicable and respectful. She is a cradle Catholic, born in 
Pawhuska. Her mother is Osage and Catholic, and, for a 
few years, her mother attended a Catholic all girls board-
ing school in Paola, Kan., run by the Ursuline Sisters. Her 

maternal grandparents were both American Indian and 
Catholic. 

“First, I want to acknowledge the history of profound pain, 
suffering and injustice that American Indians endured at 
the hands of men from the federal government and Chris-
tian missionaries, not just the Catholic Church. Whether it 
be for land or trying to save our souls by taking the Indian 
out of us, it was wrong,” Baldauff said. “I pray for healing 
and reconciliation for all those affected by any tragedy or 
trauma that may have been inflicted by men, especially in 
the name of God. While it is important to know our history, 
God doesn’t want us to live in the past and bitterly dwell on 
evils. Through many prayers and the grace of God, we must 

learn to forgive and live in the present, understanding that 
a path to peace can be difficult.”

Baldauff also is of Sac-n-Fox, Absentee Shawnee, Kaw 
and Citizen Band Potawatomi ancestry. She attends Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Skiatook. While living in Houston, 
she began a Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Prayer Circle to bring 
together other American Indians in the area.

Father Brian Buettner, vocations director for the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City, said the past 400 years has 
changed his tribe in both positive and negative ways, but 
to try to erase the spiritual growth, inspired and led by the 
Catholic Church, would be a huge loss to their history and 
their future.

“I am a proud member 
of the Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation,” Father Buettner 
said. “The forceful removal 
of Native American tribes, 
like my own tribe, left 
lasting wounds. However, 
it is important to note that 
the families being displaced 
were not alone. 
Priests and mission-
aries were right there 
with them, suffering 
with them, encour-
aging them, and 
like Moses, spiritu-
ally led them to the 
Lord. It is clear that 
the faith of my tribe 
was important to 
them because every-
where they settled, 
they built a Catholic 
church.”

“I might not even be 
here today if it were 
not for the priests 
walking by their side, 
encouraging them 
to raise their eyes 
from their immedi-
ate suffering, and to 
embrace the broken 
body of Jesus Christ 
upon the cross with 
hope rather than 
despair.”

Father Buettner 
said the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation 
was largely Catholic 

after French missionaries and fur traders evangelized 
and eventually married into the tribe near the Great 
Lakes area. They were eventually relocated to Kansas 
and then Shawnee. It was there that they donated 
land to build their first Catholic church in Konawa 
and later Saint Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee. 

In New Mexico, each pueblo celebrates a feast day 
each year to honor their patron saint. In Oklaho-
ma there are 39 tribal nations and the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City established the American Indian 
Catholic Outreach.

“I believe God created Native Americans with a 
perceptive sense of spirituality in creation and na-
ture, and so helped prepare us for the coming of His 
Son, Jesus and His Church,” Baldauff said. “There is 
a common bond of natural law and ceremony with-
in these spiritualties given by our creator to help us 
practice both if we so choose. They are not mutually ex-
clusive as long as we give honor and glory to the One True 
Creator.”

According to the 2019 USCCB report, “Two Rivers; A Re-
port on Catholic Native American Culture and Ministry,” in 
2010 some 536,600 U.S. residents self-identifying as Ameri-
can Indian or Alaskan Native were estimated to be Catholic, 
representing about 18.3 percent of the 2.9 million people of 
this race and ethnicity in the country. Accounting for popu-

lation growth from 2010 to 2015, 0.9 percent of U.S. Cath-
olics are estimated to be American Indian or Native Alaskan 
amounting to a population of more than 708,000.

“The Roman Catholic Church encompasses all cultures 
and peoples. There are universal truths that we all share. 
Those truths are adapted in a culturally responsive way, so 
everyone can be welcomed and every culture appreciated in 
our common Baptismal call to evangelize,” Father Carson 
said. 

Father Carson said the Church reaches out to American 
Indians by listening to American Indian Catholic leaders on 
how to plan and direct American Indian ministry together 
with the bishops. The Church reaches out to non-Catho-
lic American Indians by being in tune with the issues and 
concerns of the wider American Indian and Alaska Native 
communities.

“Through the grace of God, I embraced and lived both my 
native heritage and Catholic faith both on and off the reser-
vation. When I look back at the history of each, it is a story 
of suffering in the United States, sometimes at the hand of 
each other but both fought, struggled and survived,” Bal-
dauff said. 

“I’m proud and thankful to be an American Indian Cath-
olic. Just look at Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Servant of God 
Nicholas Black Elk and the LaFlorida Martyrs to name a few 
holy American Indians who loved, embraced and practiced 
the Catholic faith with heroic virtue. These are my heroes 
who help strengthen my faith as I pray for their intercession 
on this short path of life.”

Dana Attocknie is the managing editor of the Sooner Cath-
olic.
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Jolene Schonchin and her family gathered before Mass at Blessed  
Sacrament Catholic Church in Lawton. Photo provided.

Geneva Woomavoyah Navarro served as head lady dancer during a  
Comanche Nation College powwow in Lawton. Photo provided.

Tammy Fugate Baldauff touched her rosary to a St. Kateri Tekakwitha relic during a Prayer in the Four Directions retreat. Photo Dana 
Attocknie/Sooner Catholic.

American Indian Catholics celebrate faith, culture
November is National American Indian Heritage Month

Tah Ahpu, Awk Tomoba?ahtuu; 

Nan su wukai Tu uh nahnia; 

Uh Tekwapu ha piturie beh; Siku 

soba?a tomoba?atu Waiku; Numi 

maka sika ta beni; Numi tusuuna na 

hina aiku numi hanipkatu; Ketaa aiku 

numi petsuuru; Tsaa ku numi munhe; 

Oyo ru nah narumi; Mohaats ku numi 

kama ku tu; Numi sutai, uu suni; Ura

Tah Ahpu
(Our Father)

Translated into 
Comanche by 
Gloria Cable.
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classes for the younger grades while youth con-
tinue to gather physically at the parish. A few 
are using a blended A/B model similar to what 
the schools use.”

Saint Patrick Catholic Church in Anadarko is 
taking advantage of the mild 
Autumn weather while it 
lasts and is holding classes 
outside.

“Every class meets near 
a different tree behind our 
Activity Building, practicing 
social distancing. It is work-
ing out well. The little ones 
sometimes get distracted by 
a grasshopper or something, 
but their catechist handles 
it well. Each student has 
their own canvas bag with 
class appropriate supplies, 
i.e. Bible, pencil, crayons, 
clipboard, with a sealed 
drink and snack. When the 
weather gets cooler, we will 
social distance inside” said 
Carolyn Cantrell, director 
of Religious Education for 
Saint Patrick.

Another church that has 
been innovative in teaching 
their RE students is Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church 
in Lawton. 

“After polling families, the 
decision was made to return 
to virtual instruction. We are 
using an online program to 
work with our groups. Pre-K 
and K are given packets, 
containing activities for one 
month at a time. Catechists 
send an invitation to a Zoom 
meeting each week. We 
have an opportunity to meet 
with the children for about 
30 minutes each Wednesday. Then, they are 
instructed to work on their online lesson,” said 
Alicia Brierton, director of Religious Education. 

“Each catechist adds his/her own flair to 
each week. Using Google classroom, playing 

games, and sharing stories provides us with an 
opportunity to keep the children engaged.”

The RE catechists are adapting to the change 
in how they teach during the pandemic, and 
have become creative in their approach, and 
are thinking outside the box, according to 
Grim. She added the classroom goes beyond 
the physical space. Formation can be present-

ed in a variety of ways and can be more than 
written textbook material.

“The catechists have been positive, open to 
change, and are learning new practices. Zoom 
is a big resource. The challenges make the ex-

perience better for the next week. If anything, 
the Zoom meetings are definitely unpredictable! 
Did the families receive the invitation to the 
meeting? Will the audio work? Will the video 
work? Will I be able to share my screen? In the 
end, we have made a direct connection with the 
children. The time in the meeting is a wonder-

ful time to pray together,” 
Brierton said.

Although the classes are 
geared to the students, the 
parents play a big role in the 
new way RE is being taught 
this year. Grim reminds par-
ents to stay positive, pause 
and reflect on God’s presence 
in the midst of chaos. Also, 
praying with children before 
leaving for formation class or 
before sharing faith activities 
at home is recommended. 

“The parents have been 
great as always. They make 
sure the kids are at RE on 
time and pick them up on 
time. They are very helpful 
and understanding. I always 
have thought we have the 
best parents,” Cantrell said.

Brierton added it is very 
important to stay connected 
with the catechists. Using 
communication  such as 
e-mail, Remind, Facebook, 
among others, are useful to 
keep parents informed.

“The most important 
preparation is to pray to-
gether, keep communication 
open, and take a few minutes 
to review what was shared in 
the lesson. Parents are the 
first teachers. Anything they 

can do to share God’s love is valuable,” Brier-
ton added.

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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The Religious Education class at Saint Patrick Catholic Church in Anadarko enjoyed a lesson outside. Photo provided. 

Religious Education teachers at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church in Lawton use 
Zoom to conduct classes. Photo provided.

This is a version of the Gos-
pel according to Saint Luke 
for children ages seven and 
above. This book was origi-
nally published in French 
in 2017. Scriptural quotes 
are from the “Revised 
Standard Version of the 
Bible” – the second Cath-
olic edition. The authors 
are a team of two mem-
bers of the laity and two 
priests and the illustrator 
Adelin Avril.

There is a table of contents 
which is followed by a gener-
al introduction and then an 
introduction to the Old and 
New Testaments. The story of 
the life of Jesus is told follow-
ing Saint Luke’s order of the 
Gospel. 

A chapter and verses are 
given and the story is pre-
sented to children where they 
can understand the story 
presented in that chapter. 
Some Scripture verses are 

given which are in italics. 
Sometimes there are words in 
bold print which indicates the 
authors provide an explana-
tion of it in a sidebar. There 
are other sidebars that ex-
plain other topics connected 

with the 

story. 
Sometimes 

there are 
full page 
illustrations 
about the 
topic of the 
story being 
presented. Toward the 
beginning of the book there 
is a explanation of what the 
political and religious sit-
uation was at that time. A 
full-page map of Israel/the 
Holy Land is given. The book 
concludes with a two-page in-

troduction to what happened 
after Jesus’ ascension which 
could lead to another book 
by Saint Luke, the Acts of the 
Apostles. There is no index or 
bibliography.

The book is meant for 
children but can serve as 
an introduction to the Gos-

pel of Saint Luke 
for teenagers and 
adults who want a 
quick introduction. 
The illustrations 
alone help tell the 
stories too. The 
illustrations are 
colorful and inspir-
ing for children. This 
book is recommend-
ed to grandparents, 
parents and other 
relatives or friends of 
children which can 

serve as a great gift for vari-
ous occasions or for the ad-
vancement of a child’s faith. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., St. 
Gregory’s Abbey, Shawnee, 
is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

How are you holding up? It seems each day 
brings new challenges, new battles and an end-
less onslaught of “stuff.” Will it ever end?! Add 
an epic ice storm to the list for 2020. I spent 
an entire weekend cleaning downed trees out 
of my yard, along with the rest of my neighbors 
and I’m sure many of you.

I had to travel this past week and found 
myself in a flurry of issues. I got stranded in 
Chicago after missing a connection, then the 
next day learned that my reservation no longer 
existed because I missed my connection and 
the flight was terminated. Then, it snowed in 
Chicago and my new flight was delayed. I final-
ly made it to Pittsburgh, almost 24 hours later 
than planned. 

Wouldn’t you know it, my car rental was 
canceled because I was late. I was assigned a 
car, but it was being cleaned and serviced from 
a previous rental. I dumbly asked why they 
couldn’t rent me one of the 50 cars I could see 
in the lot, only to be shamed into submission 
by the agent.

“Those” cars were not in my “rental class” 
and could not be rented to me. My trip home 
was no different. The return flight was mysteri-
ously cancelled, and I was re-routed to Denver, 
where the plane had mechanical issues and 
was delayed for hours. At least the Denver air-
port brought back nice memories of living there 
for more than 20 years. Multiple times during 
those three days I was asking, “What is going 
on?! Can anything go right on this trip?”

Hardship, difficulty, temptation – these are 
all part of the journey for us, and God actu-
ally uses all these trials to help us grow and 
mold us into people after his own heart. Still, I 
observe in myself a defiant resistance to dif-
ficulties. I want peace, order, tranquility, but 
typically from more of a worldly perspective. I 
want things to go well for me, I want to have lit-

tle to no difficulty in my day-to-day experience, 
I want things to go my way. It almost hurts 
to say that out loud, but if I’m really honest, I 
have to admit it’s true. 

These desires are natural, even human, but 
they fly in the face of Scripture: “Beloved, do 
not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes 
upon you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you” (I Peter 4:12). 
“Blessed is the man who remains steadfast 
under trial, for when he has stood the test he 
will receive the crown of life, which God has 
promised to those who love him” (James 1:12). 
“More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance” 
(Romans 5:3). 

I could go on and on – there are dozens of 
passages just like this. The fact is, you cannot 
find ANY scripture that says, or even implies, 
that when you decide to follow Jesus every-
thing is going to work out well for you. 

The truth actually is just the opposite. “My 
child, when you come to serve the Lord, pre-
pare yourself for trials” (Sirach 2:1). Scripture 
is filled with exhortations about enduring 
hardship and trial and using those as a means 
for not only growth but the eternal reward 
promised to us. This column has focused on 
similar themes over the past year (the May 10, 
2020, issue in particular). I also have found in 
my own life that surges of growth and progress 
usually result on the other side of such trials. 
So, if your 2020 has been as challenging as 
mine, be sure to take some time as the end of 
the year nears to measure how much you have 
grown!

Another important principle to mention is 
that struggle and trial prepare us for the over-
all spiritual battle. The reality is that we are 
not going to get to heaven without trial and dif-
ficulty, and our fundamental battle is the one 

with sin 
and our 
own dis-
ordered 
passions, 
desires 
and 
attach-
ments. 
In some 
mysterious way, joyfully embracing all the 
inconveniences and difficulties of my travel this 
past week can actually help me in that more 
primary battle. 

First, it helps condition me for struggle and 
challenge, which ultimately can help me de-
velop greater resistance and perseverance, 
building up endurance for temptations and 
other things the enemy throws at me. Second, 
when that endurance in me gets built up, I 
actually develop greater personal character. I 
become more and more who God created me to 
be through things that test and challenge me – 
kind of like the old sports adage, “no pain, no 
gain.” 

Finally, with greater character comes a deep, 
abiding hope. With every difficulty we endure, 
we are filled with greater courage for the next 
one; with every victory over our circumstances, 
we find ourselves with greater hope that we can 
endure whatever will come at us next.

This is exactly what Saint Paul was talking 
about in his letter to the Romans: “We re-
joice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and 
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us” (Ro-
mans 5:2-5). 
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The ongoing battle

The Life of Jesus according to Saint Luke

Real Life Disciples

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

Sr. Dorothy Drobis

Sr. Adeline 
Dorothy Drobis

Sister Adeline Dorothy Drobis died 
Oct. 15 in Indiana. She was 88. She 
was born Feb. 20, 1932, in Chicago to 
August Drobis and Veronica Kowalski.

Sister Dorothy entered the Congre-
gation of the Sisters of Providence 
on Feb. 2,1952, 
and received the 
name Sister Irene 
Therese. She pro-
fessed Final Vows 
Aug. 15, 1959. For 
40 years she min-
istered as teacher 
in schools in Okla-
homa, Indiana, 
Illinois and North 
Carolina. She 
served at Corpus 
Christi Catholic 
School in Oklahoma City and Immac-
ulate Conception Catholic School in 
Tulsa. 

Due to the restrictions on group 
meetings, no public wake and funeral 
is scheduled. Burial was in the ceme-
tery of the Sisters of Providence. Share 
or read memories of Sister Dorothy 
on the Sister of Providence web page 
at spsmw.org/category/obituaries.



WASHINGTON – En su nueva 
encíclica, “Fratelli Tutti, sobre la 
fraternidad y la amistad social”, 
el papa Francisco recuerda a los 
fieles que “el plan de Dios para la 
humanidad tiene implicaciones 
para todos los aspectos de nuestras 
vidas”, expresó el presidente de la 
Conferencia de Obispos Católicos 
de Estados Unidos.

Estos aspectos van “desde cómo 
nos tratamos unos a otros en nues-
tras relaciones personales, hasta 
cómo organizamos y operamos 
nuestras sociedades y economías”, 
explicó el arzobispo José H. Gómez 
de Los Ángeles en un comunicado 
el 4 de octubre, día en que el Vati-
cano publicó la encíclica.

El arzobispo Gómez llamó la 

enseñanza del papa “profunda y 
hermosa” y dijo que “como ‘Lauda-
to Si’ antes de ella, ‘Fratelli Tutti’ es 
una contribución importante a la 
rica tradición de doctrina social de 
la iglesia”.

“Al analizar las condiciones del 
mundo de hoy, el Santo Padre 
nos brinda una visión poderosa y 
urgente para la renovación moral 
de la política y las instituciones 
políticas y económicas desde el niv-
el local al nivel global, llamándonos 
a construir un futuro común que 
realmente sirva para el bien de la 
persona humana”, señaló el arzo-
bispo Gómez.

“Para la iglesia, el papa nos está 
desafiando a superar el individual-
ismo en nuestra cultura y a servir 
a nuestro prójimo con amor”, dijo, 
“viendo a Jesucristo en cada per-
sona, y buscando una sociedad de 

justicia y misericordia, compasión 
y preocupación mutua”.

El cardenal Blase J. Cupich de 
Chicago expuso que “Fratelli Tutti” 
está “destinado a ser un docu-
mento determinante y un cuerpo 
de enseñanza para el pontificado 
del papa Francisco”. Lo llamó un 
documento poderoso en el que el 
papa “nos recuerda una vez más 
por qué se le considera un maestro 
moral prominente, en un momento 
extraordinariamente crítico y tenso 
de la historia humana”.

“El papa comienza identifican-
do los desafíos que resultan de la 
fragmentación y división que aflige 
a la humanidad a nivel personal, 
nacional, e internacional”, indicó el 
cardenal.

“Estos incluyen la violencia y la 
perspectiva de guerra y disturbios 
civiles, el racismo, la degradación 
del medio ambiente, el ‘descarte’ de 
los pobres y vulnerables, las crisis 
provocadas por la migración de 
pueblos desesperados, economías 
que benefician a grupos privilegia-
dos”, explicó el cardenal Cupich, 
agregando, “además de una dis-
cordancia y torpeza que marcan 
nuestro discurso público y comu-
nicaciones privadas y deshabili-
tan las posibilidades de conexión 
humana real”.

El pontífice “ocupa el resto de la 
encíclica re imaginando una nueva 
y esperanzadora forma de vivir 
juntos, una que se establece en 
el amor y respeto por la dignidad 
de todas las personas”, declaró el 
cardenal Cupich.

“Esta nueva y esperanzado-
ra visión implica una apertura 

e interés por aquellas personas 
que son diferentes, conduciendo 
al enriquecimiento que viene en 
el intercambio de regalos. . ., una 
mejor política . . ., y una cultura 
de diálogo y de amistad, “añadió el 
cardenal.

“La visión que describe presenta 
un marcado contraste con la forma 
predominante de hacer negocios 
políticos: venganza por pérdidas 
pasadas, el uso de la fuerza, y una 
visión de ganancia económica como 
aspecto primordial”, expuso el 
cardenal.

El arzobispo de Washington, 
Wilton D. Gregory, dijo que cree 
que la nueva encíclica del papa “ha 
llegado a nosotros precisamente en 
el momento adecuado”.

“El COVID-19 obviamente aún 
no ha terminado. Muchos han 
hablado de ‘una nueva normalidad’ 
cuando el virus haya sido abatido”, 
expresó en un comunicado. “Más 
bien creo que deberíamos hacer de 
esta trágica pandemia una opor-
tunidad para pensar en ‘una nueva 
diferencia’ en términos de lo que 
valoramos, a quién valoramos, y 
que todos estamos juntos en esto”.

“El papa Francisco habla repetid-
amente de la renovación del len-
guaje del ‘bien común’ y las ac-
ciones del ‘bien común’”, explicó el 
arzobispo Gregory.

El papa nos incita a seguir una 
vida compartida y a ver al ‘otro’ 
como hermano y hermana, como 
seres humanos y todos como se-
mejantes en ‘nuestra casa común’”, 
añadió. “Nos invita a construir una 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Orar por sanación y reconciliación

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Nueva encíclica del papa Francisco es descrita como ‘profunda y hermosa’
Por Catholic News Service 

continúa en la página 13

Estoy escribiendo esta columna el lunes 2 de 
noviembre (Día de los Fieles Difuntos), el día 
antes de las elecciones. Mucha gente está lla-
mando a esta elección una de las más trascen-
dentes en la historia reciente, dadas las muy 
diferentes visiones de los Estados Unidos, sien-
do expuestas por los candidatos y los princi-
pales partidos políticos. El día de las elecciones 
habrá quedado atrás para cuando esto aparez-
ca en el Sooner Catholic. Ojalá el resultado de 
las grandes carreras esté claro para entonces.

Si los eventos inquietantes del 2020 son 
predictivos, lamentablemente podemos esper-
ar que, sin importar quién gane la disputada 
carrera presidencial, habrá una continuación 
de las protestas masivas que han sido tan 
características de este año pandémico. Dios no 
permita que cualquier frustración por los resul-
tados resulte en violencia.

Como católicos, nos tomamos muy en serio 
nuestras responsabilidades cívicas. Votar es un 
derecho precioso. Reconocemos que un ele-
mento importante en el ejercicio responsable de 
ese derecho es estar seguros de que no com-
partimentamos nuestra fe colocándola en una 
caja y dejándola fuera de la cabina de votación.

Más bien, para convertirnos verdaderamente 
en luz para el mundo y sal para la tierra, debe-
mos procurar ejercitar nuestra fe y nuestra 
responsabilidad cívica de manera que den tes-

timonio público de la visión de la dignidad hu-
mana, el destino humano, una sociedad justa y 
el florecimiento humano que nuestra fe ofrece 
arraigada en la revelación que hemos recibido 
en Jesucristo, el Salvador del mundo.

En una sociedad cada vez más secular y car-
acterizada por la incredulidad, incluso los crey-
entes corren el riesgo de caer bajo la influencia 
de un ateísmo “práctico”. Históricamente, los 
estadounidenses han sido un pueblo religioso. 
Si bien muchos estadounidenses ya no van a la 
iglesia con la misma frecuencia que era común 
hace una o dos generaciones, un número cre-
ciente de aquellos que se consideran cristianos 
que van a la iglesia e incluso católicos, hoy 
consideran la fe y la religión como un asunto 
estrictamente privado.

El ateísmo práctico no niega la existencia de 
Dios. Simplemente actúa como si Dios no ex-
istiera. Excluye la fe de la vida pública, consid-
erándola solo algo de lo que deben ocuparse los 
creyentes individuales en sus asuntos privados.

Con demasiada frecuencia hoy en día, el 
cristianismo es apreciado como poco más que 
un conjunto de reglas y rituales a seguir, o una 
organización a la que pertenecer, o un conjunto 
de declaraciones doctrinales a las que acepta-
mos. Esa es una caricatura de una fe cristiana 
verdaderamente sólida. La fe cristiana, arraiga-
da en un encuentro salvador con la persona de 

Jesús y animada 
por su Espíritu 
que habita en 
nosotros, permite 
a los cristianos 
no solo ver al-
gunas cosas de 
manera diferente, 
¡sino ver todo de 
manera diferente! 
Es ver con nuevos ojos. Cuando falta esa visión 
cristiana general, otras cosas toman su lugar.

Dada la intensidad del discurso político que 
hemos presenciado recientemente, está cla-
ro que la política se ha convertido en una de 
esas cosas. El fervor político ha adquirido una 
intensidad cuasi-religiosa. Se ha convertido en 
una fuente de división y discordia. Las deci-
siones políticas son consecuentes. Pero, al fi-
nal, no pueden dar cuenta de todo. Ya tenemos 
un Salvador.

Casi la mitad de nuestro país va a estar 
decepcionado con el resultado de estas elec-
ciones. Oremos para que nuestra nación se 
vuelva nuevamente a Jesucristo y, ayuda-
da por la intercesión de la Santísima Virgen 
María, encuentre la curación y la reconciliación 
para vendar las heridas sufridas durante este 
momento difícil. Que Dios bendiga a Estados 
Unidos de América.

‘cultura de encuentro’ con orgullo de expre-
sar que somos católicos y también cómo nos 
enriquece el diálogo con todas las personas de 
buena voluntad”.

En la Diócesis de Kalamazoo, Michigan, el 
obispo Paul J. Bradley el 6 de octubre aplaudió 
al papa por su nueva encíclica, diciendo: “En 
estos tiempos tumultuosos y desafiantes de 
gran malestar social, necesitamos abrazar las 
hermosas enseñanzas detalladas por el papa 
Francisco en ‘Fratelli Tutti’”.

“El Santo Padre apunta a la fraternidad, al 
diálogo, y la amistad social como el camino 
para construir un mundo mejor, más justo y 
pacífico, con un rotundo ‘no’ a la guerra y la 
indiferencia global”, declaró.

Si bien el papa “detalla muchas de las caí-
das del mundo”, incluidas la guerra, la incer-
tidumbre económica, el cambio climático, la 
inmigración, los conflictos violentos, las armas 
nucleares, y la desigualdad, “su mensaje de 
esperanza es uno que resuena en mí y esper-
emos que nos inspire a todos”, agregó el obispo 
Bradley.

El obispo Bradley animó a todos los católi-
cos a leer la encíclica y rezó para que “todos 
tomemos en serio estas enseñanzas, permitien-
do, con renovada esperanza, que la gracia de 
Dios nos fortalezca para poner estas enseñan-
zas en práctica en nuestras vidas”.

El liderazgo de las cuatro ramas de la famil-
ia Maryknoll — las Hermanas Maryknoll, los 
Padres y Hermanos Maryknoll, los Misioner-
os Laicos Maryknoll y los Afiliados Maryknoll 
— emitieron un comunicado el 6 de octubre 
dando la bienvenida a esta “encíclica histórica 
sobre la paz y el diálogo que ofrece una visión 
de sanación al mundo de las profundas divi-
siones sociales y económicas en el momento de 
la pandemia del COVID-19”.

“Como misioneros dedicados a compartir el 
Evangelio a través del amor y la esperanza al 
servir a los más necesitados en todo el mun-
do, podemos dar fe de los desafíos urgentes 

que enfrenta el mundo”, indicaron. “Estos 
son desafíos que el Santo Padre dice que solo 
se pueden enfrentar cuando nos unimos en 
el amor como hermanas y hermanos, con un 
cuidado como el del buen samaritano”.

Agregaron: “Nuestra experiencia vivida como 
misioneros de 
Maryknoll afirma la 
enseñanza del papa 
de la parábola como 
una lección no solo 
sobre la caridad, 
sino también como 
un encuentro trans-
formador de miseri-
cordia”.

El 8 de octubre, 
la Oficina Maryk-
noll para Asuntos 
Globales publicó 
una guía de estudio 
de seis páginas para 
“Fratelli Tutti”, que 
ofrece puntos clave y 
citas de cada capítu-
lo de la encíclica, 
junto con preguntas 
de reflexión y dos 
oraciones del papa 
Francisco. Esta guía 
se puede descargar 
en https://maryk-
nollogc.org.

“La visión esper-
anzadora de unidad 
global que ofrece 
el papa Francisco 
en ‘Fratelli Tutti’ es 
fundamental para 
nuestro tiempo, en el 
que nos enfrentamos 
a grandes desafíos y 
divisiones sociales”, 
expuso Susan Gunn, 
directora de la Ofi-
cina Maryknoll para 
Asuntos Globales.

“Estamos entusiasmados de compartir esta 
guía, que esperamos que permita a las per-
sonas y a grupos pequeños aprender las en-
señanzas del papa Francisco y utilizarlas para 
construir paz y solidaridad en sus relaciones, 
la comunidad, y el mundo”, comentó.
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El amor a Dios siempre se mide por el amor al 
prójimo, dice el papa

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – La 
prueba de estar en un camino de 
conversión y santidad consiste 
siempre en amar al prójimo, dijo el 
papa Francisco.

“Mientras haya un hermano 
o una hermana a la que cerre-
mos nuestro corazón, estaremos 
todavía lejos del ser discípulos 
como Jesús nos pide”, dijo antes 
de rezar el Ángelus con personas 
reunidas en la Plaza de San Pedro 
el 25 de octubre.

El papa reflexionó sobre la lec-
tura del Evangelio del día (Mt 22: 
34-40) en la que Jesús dijo que el 
mayor mandamiento era amar al 
Señor con todo el corazón, alma y 
mente, y el segundo mandamiento 
era amar al prójimo como a uno 
mismo. Con esto, “Jesús establece 
dos fundamentos esenciales para 
los creyentes de todos los tiem-
pos”, dijo el papa. 

El primero es que el amor, no la 
ansiedad ni la obligación, debe ser 
siempre la fuerza impulsora detrás 

de los mandamientos de Dios, dijo.
“El segundo fundamento es que 

el amor debe tender juntos e in-
separablemente hacia Dios y hacia 
el prójimo”, dijo el papa.

“Esta es una de las principales 
novedades de la enseñanza de 
Jesús y nos hace entender que 
no es verdadero amor de Dios el 
que no se expresa en el amor al 
prójimo; y, de la misma manera, 
no es verdadero amor al prójimo el 
que no se deriva de la relación con 
Dios”, dijo.

El amor a Dios se expresa sobre 
todo en la oración y la adoración, 
dijo el papa Francisco, y el amor 
al prójimo se expresa estando 
cerca de las personas, escuchán-
dolas, compartiendo y cuidando a 
los demás.

“Muchas veces nosotros de-
scuidamos el escuchar al otro 
porque es aburrido o porque me 
quita tiempo, o de llevarlo, acom-
pañarlo en sus dolores, en sus 
pruebas”, dijo. “¡Pero siempre 
encontramos tiempo para chismor-
rear, siempre! No tenemos tiempo 
para consolar a los afligidos, pero 

mucho tiempo para chismorrear. 
¡Estad atentos!”

La comunión “es un don para 
invocar cada día, pero también 
compromiso personal para que 
nuestra vida no se deje esclavizar 
por los ídolos del mundo”, dijo.

“La verificación de nuestro cami-

no de conversión y de santidad 
está siempre en el amor al próji-
mo”, dijo el papa.

La divina misericordia “no nos 
permite desanimarnos, es más nos 
llama a empezar de nuevo cada día 
para vivir coherentemente el Evan-
gelio”, agregó.

Por Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

Dios está llamando 
a hombres que conoces. 

¿Les ayudarás a responderle?

Fondo de educación seminarista 2020

Por favor visite:  
archokc.org/seminarianfund

Por favor llame a: 
405-709-2745

Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City

continuado de la página 12
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Briefs
Please contact event or meeting 

organizers before attending.

Mask requirement in place
Archbishop Coakley has issued a 

mandatory requirement for masks 
to be worn for all public Masses in 
the archdiocese. For more infor-
mation go online to archokc.org/
mass.

New safe environment training 
launched

The archdiocese announced a 
new training program for volun-
teers, staff members and clergy 
that will be required before work-
ing with minors in the diocese’s 
Catholic churches or schools. 
Learn more at archokc.org/
safe-environment.

Shrine webcam
Watch construction of the 

Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine on 
a live webcam at archokc.org/
shrinewebcam.

Watch Heritage Gallery episodes 
on Bl. Stanley Rother 

The Communications Office of 
the archdiocese has produced a 
series of short videos to highlight 
items in the Heritage Gallery re-
lated to Bl. Stanley Rother. Watch 
each episode on YouTube or Face-
book. Find Episode 1 at https://
youtu.be/0HX1iDrM8zg. To sup-
port the building of a museum at 

the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine, go 
online to stanleyrother.org.

Online Mass Tuesdays
Join Archbishop Coakley and 

priests of the archdiocese for 
online daily Mass at 11:30 a.m. 
every Tuesday from the St. Francis 
de Sales Chapel at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Mass will be live-
streamed at archokc.org/live, You-
Tube Live and on Facebook Live.

COVID-19 information
Find Procedures for Resum-

ing Ministries, prayers, an act of 
spiritual communion and other 
resources related to the quaran-
tine and coronavirus at archokc.
org/health, archokc.org/mass or 
archokc.org/digitalresources.

Support your parish
With public Masses not at full 

capacity, parishes and priests still 
need financial support from parish-
ioners. Find online giving links and 
mailing addresses for your parish 
at archokc.org/parishgiving.

Study guides available! 
Archbishop Coakley encourages 

all clergy and lay people to spend 
time studying the latest pastoral 
letter, “Go Make Disciples! Build-
ing a Culture of Conversion and 
Discipleship for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City” with the help 
of new study guides in English 

and Spanish. The letter and pas-
toral plan lay out the vision for 
the archdiocese through 2030. 
Find the pastoral letter and study 
guides at archokc.org/Vision2030.

Luncheons 4 Life
The next Luncheons 4 Life is 

11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Nov. 12 at 
Embassy Suites by Hilton, 741 N. 
Phillips Ave. in Oklahoma City. 
Enjoy a free hot meal and get to 
know other prolife people. RSVP at 
respectlife@archokc.org.

Ladies Auxiliary raffle
The St. Mark Council 12108 

Ladies Auxiliary is having a raf-
fle to help fund their scholarship 
programs. Tickets $10 each from 
an auxiliary member or at www.
kofc12108.org. Drawing will be 
held at the Made with Love Craft 
Fair, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. Nov. 14 at St. 
Mark Catholic Church, 3939 W. 
Tecumseh Rd. in Norman. 

Craft fair
Holy Spirit Catholic Church in 

Mustang will have a craft fair 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m. Nov. 14 at 1100 N. 
Sara Rd. Raffles, barbecue, enchi-
lada lunch, bake sale, 30 vendors. 
Masks required and social distanc-
ing enforced.

Surviving Divorce
The Surviving Divorce program 

offers hope, healing and commu-

nity to those who have experi-
enced the pain and loneliness of 
a broken marriage. This 14-week 
program is for the newly sepa-
rated and divorced and anyone 
still struggling. It will help them 
answer their questions, restore 
hope and begin authentic healing. 
Classes Nov. 16 – Feb. 15. Partic-
ipants meet 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
on Mondays at Holy Spirit Cath-
olic Church in Mustang. Contact 
Brenda Arambula at (405) 822-
1803, survivingdivorceok@gmail.
com. 

Thanksgiving dinner cancelled
St. Joseph Catholic Church in 

Bison has been cancelled its annu-
al community Thanksgiving dinner 
for 2020.

Coat drive
The Knights of Columbus will 

have cartons placed at Immacu-
late Conception Catholic Church 
in Marlow and Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic 
Church in Duncan to collect coats 
for children in the communities. 
Donations can be made up to the 
Thanksgiving weekend. The pri-
mary organization that the coats 
will go to is the Gabriel House in 
Duncan. The most needed youth 
sizes for boys and girls are 2 -16. 
If there is a specific family in the 
parish that needs coats, please let 
any KOC member know.

Jobs Box
Hispanic leadership development 
coordinator – OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City seeks a coordinator for His-
panic Leadership Development. 
This position will collaborate with 
and serve as a resource for the 
offices of Religious Education 
and Youth and Young Adults in 
their formation programs with the 
Hispanic community; work with 
both the director of the Blessed 
Stanley Rother Institute as well as 
the assistant director of Evangeliza-
tion and Catechesis in articulating 
formation programs to respond to 
the leadership development and 
formation needs of Spanish-speak-
ing Catholics; facilitate meetings, 
gatherings and parish leadership 
training activities and assist with 
recruiting and developing new 
faculty for the Spanish programs 
of the institute. Must be fluent in 
speaking and writing in Spanish 
and English; have a bachelor’s de-
gree or five years of experience; be 
a practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing with the Church; have several 
years of parish Hispanic Ministry 
experience preferably as catechist 
and leader; must possess basic 
computer knowledge; including use 
of Microsoft Office tools. Submit 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.

Cook – OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center 

seeks an experienced cook for a 
part-time position. Flexible sched-
ule (approximately 25 hours per 
week), some evening and weekends. 
Minimum five years’ experience in 
food service. Catering experience 
preferred. Submit a resume to 
mmills@archokc.org. Applications 
available during regular business 
hours at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter, 7501 Northwest Expressway, 
Oklahoma City 73132.

Operations manager – OKC
Santa Fe Family Life Center is 

seeking an operations manager. 
Major duties and responsibilities 
include management, member 
relations, financial, operations 
and human resources. Bachelor’s 
degree in kinesiology, business ad-
ministration or related field. Send 
cover letter and resume to james.
timberlake@sfflc.com.

Substitute teachers – OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking substitute teach-
ers for the current academic year. 
Substitute teachers are responsible 
for learning continuity, maintain-
ing classroom management and 
delivering behavior strategies for 
the safety and welfare of all schol-
ars. They provide students with 
specified learning activities and 
experiences in the core academic 
subject area assigned to help them 

fulfill their potential for intellectu-
al, emotional, physical and social 
growth. Cristo Rey OKC educates 
young people of limited economic 
means to become men and women 
of knowledge, faith, purpose and 
service. Apply at www.cristoreyokc.
org/careers.

School nurse – OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a school nurse 
for the current academic year. The 
position’s responsibilities include 
developing protocols for acute, 
chronic and emergency health 
problems, conducting medical 
screenings, managing policies and 
protocols for administering drugs 
to students, and tracking student 
immunization records. The school 
nurse leads all health trainings and 
initiatives for Cristo Rey OKC in-
cluding providing relevant guidance 
and counseling to assist students 
and parents with student health 
maintenance, assisting the athletic 
director and HR department with 
student and staff injury reports, 
and assisting counseling with 
planning and implementing parent 
works. Applicants must be an RN 
or LVN, be bilingual (English and 
Spanish), have up-to-date CPR and 
AED certification, and maintained 
state certification for vision, hear-
ing and spinal screening. Apply at 
www.cristoreyokc.org/careers.

Parish secretary – Ardmore
St. Mary Catholic Church in Ar-

dmore has an immediate opening 
for a parish secretary, who will be 
responsible for providing welcome 
to all guests who enter or call the 
parish office; provide general office 
support with a variety of cleri-
cal activities and related tasks. 
This position is responsible for 
maintaining sacramental record, 
preparing the weekly bulletin, 
preparing ministry schedules and 
reserving parish facilities. Ad-
vanced use of Microsoft Office soft-
ware and a minimum of two years 
related experience a must. Send 
inquiries and resumes to kratter-
man@gmail.com.

Mother’s Day Out position- 
OKC

Christ the King Catholic Church 
is hiring for a part-time position 
in its Mother’s Day Out program. 
Regular shifts are 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays with 
occasional evening and weekend 
shifts. Seeking good communica-
tors who are nurturing and genu-
inely enjoy working with children. 
Contact Children’s Formation Co-
ordinator Margaret Tunell at (405) 
242-4521 or margaret@ckokc.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.
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November

Thirty-Second Sunday in Or-
dinary Time.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., chapel at St. Thomas 
More, 100 Stinson St., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.

Catholic Young Adults (ages 
18-39) Mass and cookout 
with Archbishop Coakley, 3 
p.m., Epiphany of the Lord, 
7336 W. Britton Rd., Oklaho-
ma City.

The Dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica.

Feast of St. Leo the Great.

Oklahoma Catholic Radio Fall 
Radiothon Nov. 10-11. Visit 
okcr.org.

Daily Mass live-streamed 
from St. Francis de Sales 
Chapel, 11:30 a.m., archokc.
org/live, Facebook Live, You-
Tube Live.

Feast of St. Martin of Tours.

Catholic War Veterans USA 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Troy Snow 
918-798-0012 

troy.snow@kofc.org 
Councils: 775, 1677,  

7392, 10388, 11194, 11633, 
11959, 13313, 15834

Kevin Pierce 
Regional Agency Executive Consultant 

General Agent 
SKC 

Office: 877-707-0752 
Cell: 405-514-7660 

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Trey Welker 
Assistant General Agent 

MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
SKC 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 1018, 3556, 4598, 
5160, 5354, 9901, 12108, 

16048, 16214, 16367

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606, 
9668, 9737, 13828

Lance Dufour 
918-550-0886 

lance.dufour@kofc.org 
Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 
4519, 4804, 7395, 8433, 

11734, 14220, 14248, 
14448, 15785

Chris Wright 
405-822-2181 

chris.wright@kofc.org 
Councils: 1038, 1044, 

1533, 1537, 2974, 3113, 
3309, 9334, 13366

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
405-697-8820 

michael.maggio@kofc.org 
Councils: 916, 949, 1053, 
 1903, 3336, 4026, 4042,  
5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
405-570-2179 

max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

This could be you! 
Career opportunities 

available. 

Michael Dalby 
405-638-1274 

michael.dalby@kofc.org 
Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 
4889, 5168, 8523, 9900, 

11648, 11909, 12819, 12382

Pierce Agency

Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018 and 2019.

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

For over 138 years, our insurance program has helped  
generations of Catholic families find stability and security.
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the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net. Masks 
and social distancing required.

Feast of St. Josaphat.

Luncheons 4 Life, 11:30 a.m. 
Embassy Suites by Hilton, 
741 N. Phillips Ave., Oklaho-
ma City.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine 
at (405) 358-3610, ccrpray-
ers@gmail.com.

Feast of St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini.

Benedictine Oblates meet the 
second Saturday each month, 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. via Zoom. For 
people who seek to live more 
completely; what it means to 
be a Christian. Contact Ju-
dith Martin, (405) 635-5665, 
jmmartinosb@yahoo.com.

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordi-
nary Time. 

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 

p.m., at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

Feast of St. Gertrude.

Feast of St. Margaret of Scot-
land.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During the nine days, the 
novena prayers will be: Mon-
day-Friday following Noon 
Mass, Saturday following 5 
p.m. Mass, and Sunday fol-
lowing 11 a.m. Mass.

Feast of St. Elizabeth of Hun-
gary.

Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
meeting, 10:30 a.m. Register 
at serraokc.org.

Daily Mass live-streamed from 
St. Francis de Sales Chapel, 
11:30 a.m., archokc.org/live, 
Facebook Live, YouTube Live.

Suicide grief support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. 
Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC. 
(3rd Tuesday)

Feast of St. Rose Philippine 
Duchesne.

The Dedication of the Basili-
cas of Sts. Peter and Paul.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine 
at (405) 358-3610, ccrpray-
ers@gmail.com.

The Presentation of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary.

Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
the lay order of the Missionar-
ies of Charity of St. Teresa of 
Calcutta, meeting at 10 a.m. 
at Holy Innocents’ conference 
room. Any lay person inter-
ested in living a consecrated 
life is welcome to “come and 
see.” Contact Toni Harrelson 
at (405) 694-1292, (405) 341-
2199 or tonimah@sbcglobal.
net.

The Oklahoma City Com-
munity of Secular Carmel-
ites meets monthly at Little 
Flower, OKC. Anyone inter-
ested in deepening prayer life 
with community support, call 
Vicky Caudell at (405) 637-
4611 or William Ginn at (405) 
737-2024.
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God is calling men you know. Will you help them answer Him?

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Seminarian Education Fund 2020  |  Join Online: archokc.org/seminarianfund  •  Join by Phone: 405-709-2745

Please consider becoming a member of the Living Faith Society. Your monthly gift can be drafted directly from your checking account 

or a credit card. As a Living Faith Society member, you will receive the Living Faith Devotional Booklet four times a year with updates on 

how your gifts are allowing future priests to strengthen their faith and grow into passionate, faithful leaders. Please call or enroll online.

Parishioners at St. Gregory the 
Great Catholic Church in Enid held 
a Rosary Rally this past month. 
Photos Sherry Stotts.


