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Go Make Disciples

CRS unveils 
hunger awareness 

campaign as 
pandemic hinders 

access to food

M   ore than 600 people across the arch-
diocese were preparing for the Sac-
raments of Initiation at Easter when 
the ceremonies welcoming them into 

the Church were 
postponed by the 
coronavirus pan-
demic.

Father Stephen 
Bird, pastor at 
Epiphany of the 
Lord Catholic 
Church and di-
rector for the Sec-
retariat for Divine 
Worship, said 280 
catechumens and 
330 candidates 
joined Archbishop 
Coakley for the 
Rite of Election 
on March 1. But, 
two weeks be-
fore they were to 
enter the Catholic 
Church during 
the Easter Vigil, 
the archbishop 
announced the 
suspension of 
public Masses to slow the spread of COVID-19.

Now that public Mass may resume with social 
distancing precautions, pastors are moving ahead 
to bring the elect into the Church.

At Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in 

Oklahoma City, 25 men and women are more than 
ready. News of the rescheduled Rite of Initiation 
was met with joy and excitement, said their pastor 
Father William Novak, vicar general.

“They’ve been very patient. They were geared up 
and had just been to the cathedral and met the 
bishop,” Father Novak said. 

“Some have been preparing for many years. They 
want so desper-
ately to become 
a full member of 
the Church.”

The Roman 
Missal’s rarely 
celebrated Vigil 
for Pentecost will 
provide the per-
fect celebration 
for the occasion, 
Father Novak 
said.

“It’s a unique 
liturgy. It does 
have the feel of 
the Easter Vigil,” 
he said.

The Liturgy of 
the Word includes 
four readings 
from the Old 
Testament, each 
one illustrating 
a longing for the 
promised Holy 

Spirit among God’s people and followed by a re-
sponse and prayer. The Epistle, Romans 8:22-27, 
and Gospel, John 7:37-39, continue the theme of 

Hundreds of catechumens, 
candidates prepare to enter Church 

By K.S. McNutt 
The Sooner Catholic

Catechumens, candidates and their sponsor from St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Oklahoma City attended 
the Rite of Election on March 1 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Photo Dcn. John Harned.

continued on page 16

Keith Hamel led a session of a five-lesson study called “Discovery” 
on YouTube for RCIA participants from St. John Nepomuk Catholic 
Church in Yukon. Photo provided.

By Dennis Sadowski  
Catholic News Service 

CLEVELAND – As tens of 
millions more people are at risk 
of acute hunger because of the 
global coronavirus pandemic, 
Catholic Relief Services is em-
barking on a campaign to raise 
awareness, advocate and raise 
funds to head off the brewing 
crisis.

The effort, called Lead the Way 
on Hunger, will address how the 
agency and the Catholic Church 
worldwide is responding to the 
needs of the people who are un-
able to access sufficient amounts 
of nutritious food.

“There’s an urgency right now,” 
said Sean Callahan, CRS presi-
dent and CEO, in introducing the 
campaign during a teleconference 
May 14.

He said millions of people 
cannot afford nutritious food 
because they have been out of 
work since the start of the sweep-
ing pandemic, while others are 
unable to purchase seed as the 
planting season begins in many 
parts of the world.

Citing a World Food Program 
report that projects more than 
a quarter billion people – nearly 
double the current amount – will 
experience acute hunger by the 
end of the year, Callahan said 
the Church is called to respond 

continued on page 16
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a The new Catholic Bishop 
Abuse Reporting service 
launched on March 16. The 
third-party reporting service 
is responsible for receiving 
allegations of sexual abuse 
against current or retired 
bishops in the United States. 
Allegations can be made to 
the toll-free number (800) 
276-1562 or online at re-
portbishopabuse.org. The 
reporting party can choose 
to remain anonymous. For 
more information, go online 
to archokc.org/clergyabuse. 
To report abuse by clergy, 
volunteers or church and 
school employees, call (405) 
720-9878. If a child is in im-
mediate danger, call 9-1-1. 

a Catholic young adults 
of OKC Open to all young 
adults (ages 18-39, married 
or single) in the archdiocese. 
Visit the Facebook page 
(Catholic Young Adults of 
OKC) for events and informa-
tion or e-mail info@catholicy-
oungadultsokc.com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

The drama and the tension that we have been living 
with since COVID-19 began to disrupt life as we know 
it in the United States (and beyond) means that for 
some of us this day is long overdue while for others it 
still seems premature. I am referring to the fact that 
as this issue of the Sooner Catholic is published pub-
lic Masses in Oklahoma are resuming. We will have 
different reactions to this development. Many are 
eager. Others, due to fragile health or other concerns, 
are not ready to return. 

The faithful, however, will once again be able to 
participate face-to-face in the celebration of Mass 
and receive Holy Communion! The celebration of the 
Sacraments and many other pastoral activities are 
resuming. But, this will be a gradual transition. 

It will not be an immediate return to “business as 
usual.” Perhaps it will never be “business as usu-
al” again. We have learned a lot about the benefits 
and potential of new digital platforms to gather and 
connect people. We have become more aware of the 
importance of social gatherings as well as social 
distancing. Undoubtedly, there will be many other 
valuable takeaways from our experience of these last 
few months.

Even with the resumption of public Masses we are 
still limited in the number of people who can be ac-
commodated in our churches and other settings due 
to the continuing threat of infection. 

Patience and planning will be necessary. The dis-
pensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
is still in effect. Until a vaccine has been developed, 
we will continue to take many of the same precau-
tions that limit the likelihood of transmission of this 
potentially deadly virus. We still will limit the type of 
contact we can engage in. Many of these restrictions 

were outlined in the 
procedures and timeline 
that we published earli-
er this month in prepar-
ing for the resumption 
of public Masses in 
Oklahoma. 

In developing these 
principles, we consulted 
local, state and federal 
guidelines. We prayed. We consulted medical experts 
and pastoral leaders. We made prudential judgments 
based on our faith, on good science and our obliga-
tions to accept personal responsibility and promote 
the common good. We all are in this together, as we 
have heard so often in recent months.

Resuming public Masses is a critically important 
step for us. The Eucharist is the source and summit, 
the very center of our lives. 

We are taking this step during the days leading up 
to the celebration of Pentecost. We pray for an abun-
dant outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Church 
and our world during this time of crisis. We pray for 
a renewal in holiness that we may be more credible 
witnesses to the hope that our faith provides.

As we resume public Masses and increase access 
to the Sacraments, the next step is to prepare for the 
safe and orderly resumption of other kinds of pastoral 
activities and gatherings. We are publishing a new set 
of guidelines that gives direction for many of those 
activities as well. May the Lord continue to guide and 
protect us during this time.

Thank you for your prayers and your patience with 
one another. Come, Holy Spirit, come!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Prepare for a new Pentecost!

Come Holy Spirit, 
fill the hearts of your 

faithful and 
kindle in them the
fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and 
they shall be created.
And you shall renew the

face of the earth.
O, God, who by the light of 

the Holy Spirit,
did instruct the hearts of 

the faithful,
grant that by the same 

Holy Spirit
we may be truly wise and 

ever enjoy his consolations,
Through Christ Our Lord,

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

May 26 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
May 28 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
May 28 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
May 30 – Pentecost Vigil Mass, live-streamed, 5 p.m. on archokc.org/live, YouTube and Facebook Live
June 2 – St. Ann Retirement Center Board meeting (conference call), 8 a.m.
June 4 – Archdiocesan School Advisory Council meeting, 7:30 a.m., CPC
June 4 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
June 5 – Vespers and Holy Hour with priests in anticipation of ordination (private event with social distancing 
in place)
June 6 – Ordination of Transitional Deacons, 10 a.m., (live-streamed at archokc.org/live, YouTube and Face-
book Live; invitation only)

The Daily Mass at the St. Francis de Sales Chapel has limited seating.

PENTECOST
VIGIL MASS
JOIN ARCHBISHOP COAKLEY

SATURDAY, MAY 30
AT 5 P.M.
FOR A LIVESTREAM OF THE

PENTECOST VIGIL MASS

WATCH LIVE ON
FACEBOOK LIVE, YOUTUBE LIVE 

& ARCHOKC.ORG/LIVE

OKLAHOMA CITY – 
Due to concerns and 
requirements related 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City has 
cancelled Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp for sum-
mer 2020.

“This was a very dif-
ficult decision that we 
wish we didn’t have to 
make, but the quality 
of the camp experience 
and the safety of our 
youth and their families is too 
important to risk,” said Daniel 
Spurr, camp coordinator. “We 
love camp, our kids love camp 
and we will work to stay connect-
ed as a camp community this 
summer and continue to help 
young people experience God’s 
love.”

All families who have registered 
their children for camp will re-
ceive a full refund.

With guidance from the Ameri-
can Camping Association and the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, staff of the Office 
of Youth, Young Adult and Cam-
pus Evangelization and Disci-
pleship are working to find other 
opportunities to serve youth this 
summer.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catho-
lic Youth Camp offers an oppor-
tunity for a faith-filled experience 

in a safe environment. 
It has been shaping 
young Catholics’ lives 
for more than 20 years. 
Camp promotes per-
sonal and spiritual 
growth in each young 
person by developing 
their prayer life, social 
skills, independence 
and respect for others.

Camp is located on 
480 acres outside of 
Luther. Campers stay 
in cabins, and partici-
pate in activities such 

as swimming, archery, hiking, 
fishing, daily Mass, canoeing, 
arts and crafts, prayer, a talent 
show and community building 
games.

For more information on camp 
and upcoming youth events, go 
online to archokc.org/camp or 
archokc.org/youth-young-adult 
or e-mail ologsummercamp@
archokc.org.
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There is still time to turn in CRS Rice Bowl gifts online, by 
phone or mail, and share the hope of Easter with thousands of 
families experiencing hunger and poverty around the world. For 
more information, sign-up for the CRS Flocknote group or check 
out www.crsricebowl.org.

Special 
Studies

Rev. Zachary 
M. Boazman
Pursuing a 
Master of Arts 
(Liturgical 
Studies)
at the Liturgi-
cal Institute of 
the University 
of Saint Mary 
of the Lake (in 
addition to cur-
rent pastoral 
assignment)

Addendum to
Official Pastoral 

Assignments 2020

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

DEACON FORMATION 
PROGRAM 

applications due 
May 29, 2020

Applications for the next diaconate formation class are 
available for the men who have been discerning the call 
to the Permanent Diaconate. 

HOW THE APPLICATION PROCESS WORKS
1. Meet with the pastor at the parish where you are 
registered to request an application.

2. If your pastor recommends you for the program, he 
will request an application be emailed to you.

3. Complete the application and provide the indicated 
supporting documents. Expect that it will take several 
weeks to compile this information.

4. Email the completed application as instructed in the 
packet for review and assessment. Qualified applicants 
will be contacted for interviews and other evaluations.

Email questions to nmejstrik@archokc.org 
Formation weekends begin August 2021

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp cancelled for 2020



CLEVELAND – Advocates fighting human traffick-
ers are alerting children, parents and vulnerable 
adults that the coronavirus pandemic has pushed 
traffickers into new venues, potentially endangering 
more people to being exploited.

Seemingly innocent online venues are becoming 
popular places for sex traffickers to groom unwitting 
children and entice adults facing financial turmoil 
because of the pandemic. The danger is leading the 
advocates to call for funding of anti-trafficking pro-
grams in any new federal legislation in response to 
the public health crisis.

The pandemic’s impact on labor trafficking is less 
certain, but the advocates warn that people desper-
ate for work may be prone to employment schemes 
in which they are cheated out of promised wages.

What is known, according to the Polaris Project, 
which operates the U.S. National Human Trafficking 

Hotline, is that buyers of sex are as active as ever, 
pandemic or not.

“Anecdotally, we have heard from survivors that 
trafficking victims are now being forced to partic-
ipate in remote, web-based sexual activity or por-
nography and that the marketplace for those activi-
ties has grown,” the organization said in an April 17 
post on its blog at polarisproject.org. 

That poses dangers for children, said Jennifer 
Reyes Lay, executive director of U.S. Catholic Sis-
ters Against Human Trafficking.

“With the restrictions and limited mobility and 
physical distancing, the fear is that particularly 
children, but anyone who can be a potential victim, 
is going to be more targeted through online sourc-
es,” she said.

Tracking the inroads of traffickers into new online 
venues is difficult. They can move silently through 
online sites frequented by children, who are spend-
ing more unsupervised time surfing the internet 
while at home. Once identified, traffickers quickly 
move on, hiding out in cyberspace waiting for the 
next young person to show up.

Concern among the advocates largely rests in on-
line pornography.

“There is a huge demand for pornography online 
right now,” said Hilary Chester, associate director 
for anti-trafficking programs with Migration and 
Refugee Services of the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops. “People (traffickers) are going to try to 
meet that demand. There are real concerns about 
people being coerced into it, not realizing they are 
being recorded.”

While it is difficult to track the emerging trends 
in the actions of traffickers, experience has shown 
they are adept at maneuvering around their track-
ers and their motivation is money.

The chairmen of three USCCB committees recent-
ly called on Attorney General William Barr to “con-
front the ongoing harms wrought by the pornogra-
phy industry and to protect its victims.”

In an April 30 letter, they urged Barr to enforce 
obscenity laws, open criminal investigations of por-
nography producers and website owners, and carry 
out “national leadership in encouraging states and 

localities to develop rig-
orous policies against the 
industry.”

Pornography, they said, 
is the “antithesis” of Pope 
Francis’ reflection during a 
March 27 prayer service in 
the throes of the pandem-
ic in Italy that “affirmed 
our common ‘belonging as 
brothers and sisters’ in the 
midst of crisis” deserving of 
human dignity and respect.

The letter was signed 
by Archbishop Salva-
tore J. Cordileone of San 
Francisco, chairman of 
the Committee on Laity, 
Marriage, Family Life and 
Youth; Archbishop Paul S. 
Coakley of Oklahoma City, 
chairman of the Committee 
on Domestic Justice and 
Human Development; and 
Bishop David A. Konderla 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, chair-
man of the Subcommittee 
for the Promotion and De-
fense of Marriage.

Some of the trafficking 
is being fueled by what 

Chester called “transactional sex.” She described 
stories of how unscrupulous landlords use sex as a 
bargaining chip against someone who has lost a job 
during the pandemic and is fearful of being evicted. 
In other cases, people may be coerced into sex to 
keep from being laid off, she said.

Acknowledging the various challenges trafficking 
poses, Rep. Chris Smith, R-New Jersey, twice in 
recent weeks called on international organizations 
to examine how traffickers are maneuvering around 
existing safety and legal measures to groom and 
exploit children and adults.

Citing his recent discussion with Lori Cohen, 
executive director of EPCAT-USA, Smith said there 
has been a rise in online outreach by traffickers to 
children who are isolated and only virtually con-
nected to the world. He said sex trafficking appears 
to be on the rise while law enforcement focuses on 
more immediate needs in response to the pandemic.

EPCAT-USA, which works to protect children from 
commercial sexual exploitation, has developed on-
line safety pamphlets for young people and parents 
and is developing a third document for educators. 

Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley

Archbishop of Oklahoma City
Publisher

Diane Clay 
Editor

Dana Attocknie
Managing Editor

Sooner Catholic Newspaper 
7501 Northwest Expressway 
Oklahoma City, OK 73132

(405) 721-1810 
Fax: (405) 721-5210

E-mail: tips@archokc.org 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 32180

Oklahoma City, OK 73123

Visit us online at 
www.soonercatholic.org

Visit the archdiocesan website 
at www.archokc.org

The Sooner Catholic 
(USPS 066-910) is published 

biweekly except for once in July 
by the Archdiocese of 

Oklahoma City.

The newspaper is not responsible 
for unsolicited material.  

Copyright © 2020 Sooner Catholic

Subscription rate: $25 per year 
for all who are not members of the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.  
Periodical postage paid at  

Oklahoma City, OK 73125.

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to the Sooner Catholic, 
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, 

OK 73123.

 Volume 42, Number 10

The Sooner Catholic 
is supported through the 

Annual Catholic Appeal and Sooner 
Catholic Communications Appeal.

Sooner Catholic4   May 24, 2020

Advocates fight traffickers who 
thrive despite pandemic

By Dennis Sadowski 
Catholic News Service 

A safe house in Louisville, Ky., is seen Feb. 10. Advocates fighting human traf-
fickers are alerting children, parents and vulnerable adults that the coronavirus 
pandemic has pushed traffickers into new venues, potentially endangering more 
people to being exploited. CNS photo/USA TODAY NETWORK, Michael Clevenger, 
The Courier Journal via Reuters.

WASHINGTON 
(CNS) – Three U.S. 
bishops said in a joint 
statement May 13 
they are “heartbro-
ken” that American 
Indians and other 
indigenous people 
in the United States 
“continue to great-
ly suffer from the 
COVID-19 epidemic” 
and at “dispropor-
tionately high rates” 
compared to other 
U.S. communities.

They also are “con-
cerned about the lack 
of sufficient resourc-
es to respond to the 
crisis” in these com-
munities.

“As native commu-
nities continue to 
greatly suffer from 
the COVID-19 epi-
demic, the Church is 
developing ways to 
draw upon its deep 
roots in the person of Jesus to foster strength, 
charity and support to those who are sick and 
those who have died,” the bishops said.

“We cherish our close connections to native 
communities through our Catholic parishes, 
missions and schools. We recall once more our 
profound desire to develop pathways to hope,” 
they added.

Signing the statement were Bishop Shelton 
J. Fabre of Houma-Thibodaux, La., chairman 
of U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Ad 
Hoc Committee Against Racism; Archbishop 
Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City, chairman of 
USCCB’s Domestic Justice and Human Devel-
opment; and Bishop James S. Wall of Gallup, 
N.M., chairman of the USCCB’s Subcommittee 
on Native American Affairs.

“We are especially mindful of the Navajo 
Nation where people are being infected with the 
coronavirus at some of the highest rates in the 
country,” the prelates said. “We hold in prayer 
our brothers and sisters who are suffering and 
grieving in these communities, and we stand 
with them in calling for a robust response to 
the pandemic in their lands.”

They said the current pandemic “is exacer-
bating health disparities and long-standing 
social inequalities facing native and indigenous 
communities.”

The bishops noted that 
“adequate funding” has 
“long been a challenge” for 
the Indian Health Service, 
or IHS, which is a feder-
al agency within the U.S. 
Department of Health 
and Human Services, and 
pointed to reports IHS 
has “shortages of medical 
personnel and hospital 
beds.” The agency provides 
comprehensive health care 
services to nearly 2 mil-
lion American Indians and 

native peoples in Alaska.
Archbishop Coakley and Bishops Fabre and 

Wall said they hoped the Senate’s unanimous 
confirmation of a new IHS director April 22 
“affirms the recognition for the need of a strong 
advocate for the health needs of tribal commu-
nities.”

“It is also good that additional resources were 
allocated in recent legislation, and it is essen-
tial that this funding reach its intended recipi-
ents as soon as possible,” they said.

Rear Adm. Michael Weahkee, nominated by 
President Donald Trump this past October, is 
the new IHS director. An enrolled citizen of the 
Zuni Indian Tribe, he had been serving as the 
principal deputy director and acting director 
of the agency since the last year of the Obama 
administration.

The bishops added: “We implore lawmakers 
and government officials to protect the life and 
dignity of native and indigenous peoples by 
working with tribal leaders to ensure strong 
support and ample resources to protect their 
communities, including resources to adequate-
ly respond to large native populations living in 
urban areas and resources devoted to address-
ing underlying medical conditions that increase 
the threat of COVID-19 for native populations.”
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Bishops urge “robust 
response” on virus for nation’s 

indigenous peoples
This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Michael 
Mollman

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner at

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
okcvocations.com

What is your home parish?
My home parish is St. Thomas More 

in Norman.

What seminary do you attend?
I attend St. John Vianney Theological 

Seminary.

If it is God’s will, what year will 
you be ordained a priest?

If it is God’s will, I will be ordained in 
2024.

What advice would you give to 
someone discerning a call to the 
priesthood?

You will never hear a call to the 
priesthood if you do not pray! Pray 
daily and seek to know the love of 
Jesus through the sacraments. Pray 
with the scriptures, especially the call 
of the apostles and ask Jesus to reveal 
his call for you. Then, talk to a wise 
priest and share with him what Jesus 
is revealing to you.  

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest?

I look forwarded to celebrating the 
Holy Mass for Christ’s Church! 

Name one thing that every  
Catholic needs to know.

The Sacraments transform our lives. 
We all can become saints, not merely 
by our own power, but through the 
grace of the Sacraments. 

Why choose a life of sacrificial 
love?

A life without sacrificial love is false 
and empty. There is no life without 
sacrificial love. Jesus died, resurrected 
and ascended into heaven so that we 
may have life and have it abundantly. 
Life begins by entering into this mys-
tery. 

SWOSU alumni network
Fr. Kelly Edwards, pastor of St. Eugene Catholic 

Church in Weatherford, is looking for 
SWOSU alumni to join their Flocknote 

alumni network. 

Text SWOSUalum 
to 84576 to join.

Archbishop Coakley joins bishops in push for resources

Chris Long, 32, and his girlfriend Shannon Monroe, 30, from the Navajo Na-
tion reservation in Birdsprings, Az., came to shop at Walmart in Winslow April 
12. The tribal community has experienced high numbers of people infected with 
COVID-19, prompting the U.S. bishops to express solidarity with native and indig-
enous communities disproportionately affected by the coronavirus pandemic. CNS 
photo/Nick Oza, Reuters.
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Confirmed case of COVID-19 at 
The Center of Family Love

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Although now a part of the 
Tulsa Diocese, in 1911, 
the Catholic churches in 

the communities of McAlester, 
Krebs and Hartshorne were par-
ishes in the Diocese of Oklahoma 
that covered the entire state. The 
compelling story of Father Dom-
inic Tarizzo transcends current 
diocesan boundaries.

Father Dominic came from 
Italy in 1910 ostensibly to serve 
Italian immigrants (as well as the 
Polish, Irish and Mexican immi-
grants) who were working in the 
coal mines. His first stop was 
Little Rock, Ark., but moved to 
McAlester in February 1911. Life 
in the mines was drudgery and 
dangerous work. Frustration with 
their conditions led to anger and 
violence.

The Church was working dili-
gently to provide stability in the 
lives of the people, and many 
were devout Catholics. Howev-

er, a faction of anarchists 
from southern Italy who 

were notoriously hard 
drinkers and outspo-
ken in their hatred 

of the Church, posed a spiritual 
challenge for Father Dominic. 
On a pastoral visit to Haileyville 
(a town between McAlester and 
Hartshorne and home of Mine 
No. 2) to make contacts with his 
countrymen, he was attacked by 
the miners and beaten severely. 

He was carried to a nearby 
house and was cared for by pa-
rishioners as well as the Mercy 
Sisters. His tormentors continued 
to harass as they walked in front 
of the house dragging a dead dog 
proclaiming that when he came 
out of the house, he would suffer 
the same fate. He never came out 
as he succumbed to his injuries 
on October 20. 

In a letter to Bishop Meerschae-
rt, Father Vincent, the pastor of 
McAlester, wrote the following: 
“Now as to the funeral. Your 
heart would love the spontaneous 
outpouring of people from the 
McAlester, Krebs, and Harts-
horne. The funeral was actually 
a triumph. We engaged a special, 
large interurban electric car to 
take the body to Hartshorne … 
The whole parish (almost) was 

there with the school 
children and the sisters. 
We formed a line and 
proceeded slowly to the 
church; an immense and 
orderly concourse of the 
faithful bowed in rever-
ence and silent prayer. 
That was the best ser-
mon ever preached to the 
non-Catholics of Harts-
horne.”

In a newspaper article 
of the day, Father Vin-
cent paid tribute to the 
young priest: “Rich in 
natural gifts and ac-
quired knowledge, win-
ning but unostentatious, 
he displayed qualities of 
a high order with the un-
consciousness of child-
like simplicity and the 
charming unconcern of 
Christian humility.” 

Despite one of the most 
tragic and shameful 
incidents in the histo-
ry of the Church in Oklahoma, 
service to the immigrants of the 
area continued to flourish unde-

terred. Father Tarizzo’s example 
of courage and Christian witness 
strengthened an already faithful 
community. 

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Holy Rosary in Hartshorne

OKARCHE – The Center of Family Love 
has experienced its first confirmed case of 
COVID-19 on its main campus in Okarche. 
One of the 130 intellectually and physically 
disabled individuals the organization serves 
tested positive for COVID-19 on May 13. 

“Our residents’ health, safety and well-being 
are always our first priority,” said Debbie Es-
pinoza, president and CEO. “In addition to the 

extensive preventative measures we put in place 
on March 13, we have been preparing to reduce 
the impact and the spread of the virus. Shortly 
after the pandemic began, we designed an isola-
tion unit complete with its own shower facilities, 
laundry room and nursing station as well as 
separate air ventilation for each isolation room.” 

As a direct-care provider for a vulnerable 
population, the center took immediate action to 

isolate the individual at the first onset of mild 
symptoms that began May 9 while waiting for 
the results of a COVID-19 test. 

According to Espinosa, CFL will continue 
maintaining its extreme preventative policies 
it has upheld since March 13, including a 
closed-campus policy allowing only medically 
essential personnel on campus to reduce the 
spread of this virus.

Parishioners at St. Benedict 
Catholic Church in Shawnee 
held a church parade May 
3 in honor of “Lift Up your 
Clergy Week.” Fr. Joseph 
Schwarz, Fr. Lawrence Dami-
an, Dcn. Bill Thurman and 
Dcn. Roy Callison all partici-
pated. Photos provided.
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Vatican announces Laudato Si’ 
anniversary year

VATICAN CITY – The Vatican announced 
that it will commemorate the 5th anniversa-
ry of Pope Francis’s encyclical on the envi-
ronment with a yearlong series of initiatives 
dedicated to the safeguarding and care for 
the Earth.

In a statement released by the Vatican 
press office May 16, the Dicastery for Pro-
moting Integral Human Development an-
nounced a “Special Laudato Si’ Anniversary 
Year” from May 24, 2020, to May 24, 2021, 
which will emphasize “ecological conversion 
in action.”

As the world continues to deal with the 
coronavirus pandemic, the dicastery said, 
the encyclical’s message is “just as prophetic 
today as it was in 2015.”

“Truly, COVID-19 has made clear how 
deeply we are all interconnected and inter-
dependent. As we begin to envision a post-
COVID world, we need above all an integral 
approach as 
everything is 
closely interre-
lated and today’s 
problems call for 
a vision capable 
of taking into 
account every 
aspect of the 
global crisis,” 
the statement 
said.

Among the 
events set to 
take place 
throughout the 
year are prayer 
services and we-
binars dedicated 
to environmental 
care, education 
and the econo-
my. The dicast-
ery also detailed 
the rollout of 
a “seven-year 

journey toward integral ecology” for 
families, dioceses, schools, universi-
ties, hospitals, businesses, farms and 
religious orders.

The Dicastery for Promoting Inte-
gral Human Development said that 
amid the current pandemic, “Laudato 
Si’” can “indeed provide the moral 
and spiritual compass for the journey 
to create a more caring, fraternal, 
peaceful and sustainable world.”

“We have, in fact, a unique op-
portunity to transform the present 
groaning and travail into the birth 
pangs of a new way of living together, 
bonded together in love, compassion 
and solidarity and a more harmo-
nious relationship with the natural 
world, our common home,” the di-

castery’s statement said.
“As Pope Francis reminds us,” it said, “’all 

of us can cooperate as instruments of God for 
the care of creation, each according to his or 
her own culture, experience, involvements and 
talents.’”

Recalling the 5th anniversary of his encycli-
cal after reciting the “Regina Coeli” prayer May 
17, Pope Francis expressed his hope that the 
message of “Laudato Si’” will encourage people 
to take upon themselves the shared responsi-
bility of caring for the Earth.

“In these times of pandemic, in which we are 
more aware of the importance of caring for our 
common home, I hope that all our common 
reflection and commitment will help to create 
and strengthen constructive behaviors for the 
care of creation.”

Colorful wildflowers frame the peak of Byron Glacier near Girwood, Alaska, in this file photo. The 
Vatican announced May 16 that it will commemorate the 5th anniversary of Pope Francis’s encyc-
lical on the environment with a year-long series of initiatives dedicated to the safeguarding and 
care for the earth. CNS photo/Sam Lucero, The Compass.

By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

To read or download Pope Francis’s 
encyclical on the environment, visit 
archokc.org/papalencyclicals.

Please consider a gift in your WIll. Learn more about supporting your parish, 
school or other ministry with a gift in your WIll. Visit archokc.org/giftplanning 

How Will you
be remembered?

Help support your Catholic community in a meaningful way!



The elders who call the Gospel 
of Life Dwellings (GOLD) home 
have been sheltering in place 
this spring, but the pandemic 
cut them off from the care and 
fellowship of many regular visi-
tors and volunteers.  

“It’s important to know – especially in this time 
of COVID – how alone and vulnerable so many 
elderly are,” said Sister Maria Faulkner, who 
established the homes where elders are given 
life-affirming care, free of charge.

The elders and their live-in volunteers are fam-
ily who share a Gospel home, Sister Maria said. 
The LifeGuards, as she calls them, receive room 

and board and a stipend.
“Our live-in LifeGuards are to be lauded in 

their patience and perseverance. They are hidden 
heroes. It’s really beautiful to see,” Sister Maria 
said. 

Outside LifeGuards who volunteer to clean, 
cook and provide care have been unable to help 
since mid-March because of the need to limit 
exposure to the coronavirus. Many still drop off 
groceries, call residents and offer donations and 
prayers, she said.

The pandemic and need for social distancing 
also disrupted the regular “fun-raisers” that sup-
port the GOLD ministry. Earlier this year there 
was a tea party and a polka party. The events 
serve the double purpose of bringing in money 
and visitors of all ages.

“They promote the family spirit of the home,” 

Sister Maria said. “It’s a time for encounter.”
GOLD has shifted to other ways to keep do-

nations coming in. A benefit concert April 4 on 
Facebook Live presented by David McHugh and 
Noelle Garcia raised more than $20,000, Sister 
Maria said. 

Not all the fun is gone just because the 
fun-raisers are on hold. The family at Saint 
James GOLD got creative when Lucy turned 94 
in April. They held an outdoor “drive-in movie” 
night with popcorn and classic “I Love Lucy” ep-
isodes shown on the side of a building at nearby 
Saint James the Greater Catholic Church.

Divine Providence
COVID-19 has heightened everyone’s devotion 

“to protect the lives entrusted to us by God,” 
Sister Maria said. “It’s one of our higher works, to 
care for our most vulnerable.”
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“It’s a time for encounter”
By K.S. McNutt 

The Sooner Catholic

To learn how to become a volunteer at GOLD, contact Jamie 
Lynch at (405) 808-7581 or jamie@gospeloflifedisciples.org.

She and 10 live-in volunteers current-
ly care for 15 elders at the three locations. 
Saint James GOLD in Oklahoma City and 
Saint Adelaide GOLD in Grand Prairie, Tex-
as, both opened in September 2013. Saint 
John Paul II Dwelling for the Dying in Moore 
opened in October 2018 for those on the last 
leg of their earthly journey.

Sister Maria, 56, who was born in Okla-
homa and grew up in Minnesota, said God 
called her to come to Saint James in 2013 
for the purpose of establishing the first 
GOLD. “The Lord wanted this ministry to be 
here,” she said.

The first resident was a 98-year-old woman 
who was alone and barely surviving. Hospice 
doctors gave her two weeks to live, but she 
lived 14 months with the care of the Life-
Guards. Likewise, the first Saint Adelaide 
GOLD resident was in dire need. He moved 
in at age 95 and continues to live there at 
101.

Sister Maria calls those first two elders 
Anna and Simeon in honor of the elders who 
encountered the infant Jesus in the temple.

Human Response
Once the doors can be opened to the 

community again, Sister Maria hopes many 
new volunteers will join the ministry. GOLD 
needs both its committed consistent volun-
teers – those who bring a meal once a month 
or come weekly to play the piano or mow the 
lawn – and project volunteers who can repair 
a fence or nurture a garden.

“However, someone is inspired by God to 
give, that’s what we need,” Sister Maria said. 
“People shouldn’t be afraid to volunteer. It’s 
a blessing to do just a little bit and see how 
God blesses that offering.”

Young men and women seeking to deepen 
their relationship with Christ can sign up for 
the Gospel of Life School for the summer or a 
full year. They will learn and live as mission-
ary disciples at a GOLD site.

“It’s a simple beautiful life and ministry,” 
Sister Maria said. “We welcome each day as 
a gift and live it.” 

K.S. McNutt is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

The St. John Paul II GOLD family gathered for Easter dinner. Photo by Melina Maloukis.

Clockwise: Residents got haircuts on the porch of the St. 
John Paul II Dwelling. Photo Sr. Maria Faulkner.
Sr. Maria Faulkner helped Annabelle, 97, as she exited the 
elevator at the St. John Paul II Dwelling in Moore. Photo 
Melina Maloukis.
Loraine, 96, who passed away in January, enjoyed a sun-
set with Sandy, 101, in December at the St. John Paul II 
Dwelling. Sandy, a resident of St. Adelaide GOLD in Texas, 
visited for Christmas and his birthday. Photo Eva Spohn.

Members of the St. James Catholic Church GOLD family participated in a Walk for Life 
earlier this year. (L-R) Rosalio, Lisa, Max, Annabelle and Joe. Photo Sr. Maria Faulkner.



Creating a new vaccine and 
bringing it to market typically 
requires more than a decade of 
research and clinical testing. Many 
companies and research groups 
are working overtime to shorten 
this timeline dramatically in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Some have suggested it may 
be possible to develop a vaccine 
within a year or two, but such a 
feat would be a first, especially 
considering that no vaccine for any 
type of coronavirus has ever been 
successfully developed. 

The former director at the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration’s 
Office of Biotechnology put it this 
way: “Scientists 
have tried unsuc-
cessfully for de-
cades to develop 
a vaccine to pre-
vent HIV/AIDS 
and a ‘universal’ 
flu vaccine that 
wouldn’t need to 
be reformulated 
and re-adminis-
tered every year. 
All have been duds.” 

Another specialist in the field of 
infectious diseases, when asked 
about the prospects of a quick 
COVID-19 vaccine, demurred, 
saying it would require a “home 
run” and “nearly everything to go 
right.” 

Some vaccines end up taking so 
long to develop that the original 
threat disappears by the time they 
become available, as happened, for 
example, with the Ebola vaccine 
after the original viral outbreak in 
Africa. 

Nevertheless, scores of labora-
tories are now urgently working 
to develop a COVID-19 vaccine. 
Their haste in trying not only to 

save lives, but also to beat their 
competitors, raises the concern 
that biomedical researchers may 
succumb to temptations to cut 
corners ethically in the research 
and development phases of their 
work.

One concern involves safety 
testing. The bar for safety has 
always been very high for vaccines 
that are to be administered to 
healthy people, and typically tens 
of thousands of people need to 
be systematically tested before a 
new vaccine receives approval and 
becomes widely available. The first 
rotavirus vaccine (RotaTeq) was 
tested on 72,000 healthy infants, 

while the newest shingles vaccine 
(Shingrix) underwent safety test-
ing on about 29,000 people. And, 
those tests were done only after 
extensive testing on animals had 
been completed.

Such large-scale testing is a 
formidable and meticulous task re-
quiring a good deal of time and ex-
pense so that the purported treat-
ment doesn’t unintentionally harm 
those it intends to help. In terms 
of COVID-19, the concerns about 
safety are even greater, since some 
developers are looking at novel and 
largely unproven technologies, like 
mRNA vaccines and DNA vaccines, 
raising further safety questions 
that may require additional time to 

sort through during the phase of 
clinical trials.

Another concern involves the 
proposal to shorten the timeline by 
soliciting young, uninfected volun-
teers who would be intentionally 
infected with the virus after hav-
ing been given either the potential 
vaccine or a placebo. This “chal-
lenge trial” approach would enable 
researchers to assess the effective-
ness of a proposed vaccine more 
rapidly than a traditional clinical 
trial, which would require wait-
ing for some of the participants to 
become infected in the course of 
ordinary life. 

Experts who favor this approach 
say that they have already 
heard from many people 
willing to volunteer. Car-
rying out a challenge trial 
for a virus with no known 
cure clearly involves risk. 
There is no way to predict 
what kind of reaction a 
volunteer may have from 
either the virus or the 
proposed vaccine; even the 
young and healthy could 

end up hospitalized or dying. 
While it is not intrinsically 

unethical to take actions with 
a degree of risk for the good of 
the community, provided that it 
comes with the patients’ full and 
informed consent, questions about 
whether it would be prudent to do 
so need to be carefully addressed. 
Given the significant competi-
tive pressures arising from many 
dozens of companies and research 
teams trying to get to the finish 
line first, big pharma needs to re-
main vigilant about over-stepping 
the boundaries of reasonable risk. 

A final concern in attempting 
to speed up vaccine development 
involves the use of human cell 

lines derived from abortions. A 
variety of cell lines are available 
for COVID-19 research and vac-
cine development, some originat-
ing from hamsters, mice or other 
mammals, some from insects and 
some from humans. The cell lines 
from humans may come from 
acceptable sources like human 
skin, or from problematic sources 
like direct abortions. Regrettably, 
several of the COVID-19 vac-
cine candidates being developed 
have relied on cell lines that were 
harvested from aborted fetuses. 
Scientists have a duty to avoid the 
use of such unethically derived 
cell lines and should instead select 
available alternatives as they ramp 
up their research programs.

Vaccines, of course, are real 
“game changers” in public health. 
As a society, we must continue to 
insist that vaccine development 
and production be held to the 
highest ethical standards. This is 
especially true during the acceler-
ated push arising from the present 
pandemic, lest we foster practices 
meant to save lives by risking the 
lives of other vulnerable human 
beings.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doc-
toral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Mass., and serves as the director of 
education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.

If ever there was a Catholic children’s book 
that showed appreciation for the small things 
and the joy of living a life of service, this book 
is it!

“Hooray! I’m Catholic!” by Hanna Cole is a 
delightful, easy-to-read book for elementa-
ry-aged children or children learning how to 
read. 

“This cheerful and enthusiastic book shows 
children the little things that make being Cath-
olic fun and the big things that make being 
Catholic wonderful – like belonging to the big-
gest family on earth!” a description in the book 
states.

Children will find all 28-pages filled with sen-
tences that rhyme, vibrant illustrations by Jo-
anna Steege and, most of all, happiness. Each 
page shares what makes being Catholic great. 

It highlights many aspects of the faith, from 
the celebration of Mass 
and helping other people 
to nighttime prayers and 
saving dollars for mis-
sions. 

“Praying for the home-
less, praying for the poor, 
praying for the moms and dads and children 
hurt by war,” prays a little girl kneeling by her 
bed in her pink pajamas with her eyes closed. 

This beautiful, hard-cover book has a sen-
tence or two on most pages. The book is pub-
lished by Ambassador Children’s Books. 

Hanna Cole was the pen name used by 
Susan Heyboer O’Keefe. She has since passed 
away, but leaves behind a simple, joyful book 
that cherishes elements of Mass like candles 
and bells. It also captures the excitement of 
learning how much Jesus loves us.

Quickly into the book, readers will see Jesus 
holding hands with two kids while many more 

are following, “What makes being Catholic 
great? Lots of big things too! Knowing Jesus 
loves me. Knowing he loves you, knowing 
that forever – forever and a day – Jesus 

holds me by the hand, 
showing me the 
way.” 

The last page 
shows children, 
who all look dif-
ferent, filled with 
excitement at the 
church doors and 
the words, “Hooray! 
Hooray! I’m Catholic! 
I’m Catholic every 

day! Jesus loves us – me and you. Hooray! 
Hooray! Hooray!”

This would be a wonderful book to celebrate 
a child’s First Holy Communion. 

Dana Attocknie is managing editor of the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Accelerating vaccine development

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Book Review: Hooray! I’m Catholic!
By Dana Attocknie 
The Sooner Catholic

“As a society, we must continue 
to insist that vaccine development 
and production be held to the 
highest ethical standards.”
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Our unity intensifies through the Eucharist
The Eucharist makes us one through the love, life and power of the Holy Spirit 

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a 
participation in the blood of Christ? The bread 
that we break, is it not a participation in the 
body of Christ? Because the loaf of bread is 
one, we, though many, are one body, for we all 
partake of the one loaf” (1 Cor. 11, 16-17).

I invite all my readers to practice a word sub-
stitution regarding the Eucharist. Every time 
you see or hear the word “communion” think 
“common union” and when you see or hear 
“community” think of “common unity.”

This might help us better understand what 
happens when we receive the Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of Christ at Mass. The Holy 
Spirt works through the Eucharist to realize 
our common union and unity in his love.

Our union and unity with Christ, and with 
one another, is one born of divine love and life, 
grace. This unity in divine love is one of the pri-
mary effects of being nourished with the Holy 
Eucharist. The love, life and power of the Holy 
Spirit makes us one, a love communicated to 
us through the Eucharist. We are what we eat, 
the Body of Christ.

The Eucharist makes the Church. Catholics 
and every baptized Anglo, Mexican, Vietnam-
ese, African-American, American Indian and 
every other nationality, group, etc., are intrin-
sically united in the love, life and power of God, 
through the Holy Spirit, when we receive Jesus 
Christ in the Eucharist. 

We are not separated or divided when the 
Eucharist makes us one. Separations and 
divisions are born from sin while grace, the 
Eucharist, unites us in a love that transcends 

our own ability to love. Only our own personal 
sins destroy this unity. Where sin abounds so 
does division and strife. Where grace abounds, 
wherever you find a truly eucharistic people, 
you will find one body united in love, you will 
find Christ.

Any Catholic that properly receives the Holy 
Eucharist is united and becomes one with God, 
his love and every other person on this planet 
that is baptized. 

The unity among the baptized is intensified 
through the Eucharist. Race, color, language, 
nationality, gender do not separate those that 
are one in the Holy Spirit that acts in and 
through Holy Communion, our eucharistic 
feast. To say that we share the same Eucharist 

and then say that 
we are separated, 
to deny or ignore 
our true unity with 
Christ and one an-
other, is wrong and 
causes great harm. 

Those that live an 
intense eucharistic 
spirituality are nev-
er separated from 
others that live that 
same spirituality 
even if they don’t 
speak English, even 
if they do not have 
our citizenship, 
even if they live, 
or once lived, in 
another country. 
There are social 
consequences to 
receiving the Eu-
charist. All human 
beings become 
brothers and sisters 

at baptism, and this is intensified through the 
actions of the Holy Spirit in every person who 
receives the Eucharist.

To receive the Eucharist and deny the real 
unity with anyone else receiving the same 
Eucharist is a clear sign of someone in need of 
profound conversion of heart. Spiritual unity 
in the Body of Christ is more intense and more 
real than social or national unity. We need 
to give witness to the world of truly being a 
eucharistic people. We need to show the world 
that “though many, are one body, for we all 
partake of the one loaf.”

Nearly 20 years ago, the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops published a wonderful little 
pamphlet entitled, “The real presence of Jesus 
Christ in the Sacrament of the Eucharist: Basic 
questions and answers.” Here are two quotes 
from the document:

“…the 
sharing of 
an ordi-
nary meal 
establishes 
… com-
munion 
among the 
people who 
share it; in the Eucharist, the people of God 
share a meal that brings them into communion 
not only with each other but with the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.”

“…the priest also asks the Father to send 
the Holy Spirit down upon the whole assembly 
so that ‘those who take part in the Eucharist 
may be one body and one spirit.’ It is through 
the Holy Spirit that the gift of the Eucharistic 
Body of Christ comes to us and through the 
Holy Spirit that we are joined to Christ and 
each other as the Mystical Body of Christ … 
The celebration of the Eucharist should thus 
increase our love for one another and remind 
us of our responsibilities toward one another. 
Furthermore, as members of the Mystical Body, 
we have a duty to represent Christ and to bring 
Christ to the world.” 

I would like to end with another quote. This 
time from Saint John Paul II’s encyclical on the 
Holy Spirit, Dominum et Vivificantem. These 
quotes are taken from paragraph 62: 

“Through the Eucharist, individuals and 
communities, by the action of the Para-
clete-Counselor, learn to discover the divine 
sense of human life, as spoken of by the Coun-
cil: that sense whereby Jesus Christ ‘fully 
reveals man to man himself,’ suggesting ‘a cer-
tain likeness between the union of the divine 
persons, and the union of God’s children in 
truth and charity.’ This union is expressed and 
made real especially through the Eucharist, 
in which man shares in the sacrifice of Christ 
which this celebration actualizes, and he also 
learns to ‘find himself ... through a ... gift of 
himself,’ through communion with God and 
with others, his brothers and sisters.”

“All believers in Christ, therefore, following 
the example of the Apostles, must fervently 
strive to conform their thinking and action to 
the will of the Holy Spirit, ‘the principle of the 
Church’s unity,’ so that all who have been bap-
tized in the one Spirit in order to make up one 
body may be brethren joined in the celebration 
of the same Eucharist, ‘a sacrament of love, a 
sign of unity, a bond of charity!’” 

Visit the Blessed Sacrament and just say, 
“Thank you Jesus for making us one body. 
Thank you for so many brothers and sisters. 
Help me with the power of your love to be able 
to love and live the unity that you invite us to 
live. Amen.”

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
Paragraph 1396:

The unity of the Mystical Body: the Eucharist makes the Church. 
Those who receive the Eucharist are united more closely to Christ. 
Through it, Christ unites them to all the faithful in one body – the 
Church. Communion renews, strengthens and deepens this incor-
poration into the Church, already achieved by Baptism. In Baptism, 
we have been called to form but one body. The Eucharist fulfills this 
call: ‘The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in 
the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participa-
tion in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are 
many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread:’

If you are the body and members of Christ, then it is your sacra-
ment that is placed on the table of the Lord; it is your sacrament 
that you receive. To that which you are you respond ‘Amen’ and by 
responding to it you assent to it. For you hear the words, ‘the Body 
of Christ’ and respond ‘Amen.’ Be then a member of the Body of 
Christ that your Amen may be true.”

SINSINAWA, Wis. — Sister Alfonso Glancey, O.P., 
will mark her 75th jubilee in 2020, along with two 
other Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa commemorating 
75 years. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Mass in 
their honor is postponed. 

In the Diocese of Tulsa, Sister Alfonso served as 
principal and taught at Saints Peter and Paul in Tulsa 
from 1968-1980. In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
Sister Alfonso ministered as principal and taught at 
Saints Peter and Paul in Kingfisher from 1982-1989. 

Sister Alfonso is living in community at the Mother-
house, Sinsinawa. 

SINSINAWA, Wis. — Sister Suzanne Schuman, 
O.P., will mark her 70th jubilee in 2020, along 
with 14 other Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa 
commemorating 70 years. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Mass in their honor is postponed.

In the Diocese of Tulsa, Sister Suzanne taught 
at Saints Peter and Paul from 1952-1960. In the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Sister Suzanne 
was principal and taught at Saints Peter and 
Paul in Kingfisher from 1965-1972. 

Sister Suzanne is living in community in Oak 
Lawn, Ill. 

Sr. Alfonso Glancey, O.P., 
marks jubilee

Sr. Suzanne Schuman, O.P., 
marks jubilee

Sr. Alfonso 
Glancey

Sr. Suzanne 
Schuman
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

¡Prepárense para un nuevo Pentecostés!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El drama y la tensión con la que hemos estado viviendo desde que 
COVID-19 comenzó a perturbar la vida tal como la conocemos en los 
Estados Unidos (y más allá) significa que para algunos de nosotros este 
día se ha retrasado, mientras que para otros todavía parece prematuro. 
Me refiero al hecho de que a medida que se publique este número del 
Sooner Catholic, se reanudarán las Misas públicas en Oklahoma. Ten-
dremos diferentes reacciones a este desarrollo. Muchos están ansiosos. 
Otros, debido a la salud frágil u otras preocupaciones, no están listos 
para regresar.

¡Sin embargo, los fieles podrán participar cara a cara en la celebración 
de la Misa y recibir la Sagrada Comunión! Se reanuda la celebración de 
los sacramentos y muchas otras actividades pastorales. Pero, esta será 
una transición gradual.

No será un regreso inmediato a “una situación normal”. Quizás nunca 
vuelva a ser “una situación normal” . Hemos aprendido mucho sobre 
los beneficios y el potencial de las nuevas plataformas digitales para 
reunir y conectar a las personas. Nos hemos vuelto más conscientes de 
la importancia de las reuniones sociales, así como del distanciamiento 
social. Sin lugar a dudas, habrá muchas otras conclusiones valiosas de 
nuestra experiencia de estos últimos meses.

Incluso con la reanudación de las Misas públicas, todavía tenemos un 
número limitado de personas que se pueden acomodar en nuestras igle-
sias y otros entornos debido a la continua amenaza de infección.

Se necesitará paciencia y planificación. La exención de la obligación 
de asistir a la Misa Dominical sigue vigente. Hasta que se desarrolle una 
vacuna, continuaremos tomando muchas de las mismas precauciones 
que limitan la probabilidad de transmisión de este virus potencialmente 
mortal. Todavía limitaremos el tipo de contacto en el que podemos 

participar. Muchas de estas restricciones 
se describieron en los procedimientos y el 
cronograma que publicamos a principios 
de este mes para preparar la reanudación 
de las Misas públicas en Oklahoma.

Al desarrollar estos principios, consulta-
mos pautas locales, estatales y federales. 
Rezamos y consultamos expertos médicos 
y líderes pastorales. Hicimos juicios pru-
dentes basados   en nuestra fe, buena ciencia y en nuestra obligación 
de aceptar responsabilidad personal y promover el bien común. Todos 
estamos unidos en esto, como se ha dicho tan a menudo en los últimos 
meses.

Reanudar las Misas públicas es un paso fundamental para nosotros. 
La Eucaristía es la fuente, la cumbre y el centro de nuestras vidas.

Estamos dando este paso durante los días previos a la celebración 
de Pentecostés. Oramos por un abundante derramamiento del Espíritu 
Santo sobre la Iglesia y nuestro mundo durante este tiempo de crisis. 
Oramos por una renovación en la santidad para que podamos ser testi-
gos más creíbles de la esperanza que brinda nuestra fe.

A medida que reanudamos las Misas públicas y aumentamos el acceso 
a los sacramentos, el siguiente paso es prepararse para la reanudación 
segura y ordenada de otros tipos de actividades y reuniones pastorales. 
Estamos publicando un nuevo conjunto de pautas que también da di-
rección para muchas de esas actividades. Que el Señor continúe guián-
donos y protegiéndonos durante este tiempo.

Gracias por sus oraciones y su paciencia unos con otros. Espíritu 
Santo, ¡Ven!, ¡Ven! 

Vaticano anuncia año para celebrar aniversario de Laudato Si’

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – El Vat-
icano anunció que conmemorará el 
quinto aniversario de la encíclica del 
papa Francisco sobre el medio ambi-
ente con una serie de iniciativas de 
un año dedicadas a la protección y el 
cuidado de la Tierra. 

En un comunicado emitido por la 
oficina de prensa del Vaticano el 16 
de mayo, el Dicasterio para la Pro-
moción del Desarrollo Humano In-
tegral anunció un “Año especial de 
aniversario de Laudato Si’” del 24 de 
mayo de 2020 al 24 de mayo de 2021, 
enfatizando la” conversión ecológica 
en acción”.  

A medida que el mundo continúa 
lidiando con la pandemia del corona-
virus, según el dicasterio, el mensaje 
de la encíclica es “tan profético hoy 
como lo fue en 2015”.

“Verdaderamente, COVID-19 ha 
aclarado cuán profundamente es-
tamos interconectados e interde-
pendientes. Mientras comenzamos 
a imaginar un mundo post-COVID, 
necesitamos sobre todo un enfoque in-
tegral, ya que todo está estrechamente 
relacionado y los problemas actuales 
requieren una visión capaz de tomar 
en cuenta todos los aspectos de la cri-
sis mundial”, dijo el comunicado.

Entre los eventos que se realizarán 
durante todo el año se encuentran 
los servicios de oración y seminari-
os por internet dedicados al cuidado 
del medio ambiente, la educación y 
la economía. El dicasterio también 
detalló el lanzamiento de un “viaje 

de siete años hacia la ecología inte-
gral” para familias, diócesis, escuelas, 
universidades, hospitales, empresas, 
granjas y órdenes religiosas.

El Dicasterio para la Promoción 
del Desarrollo Humano Integral dijo 
que, en medio de la pandemia actual, 
“Laudato Si’” puede “proporcionar la 
brújula moral y espiritual para un via-
je para crear un mundo más solidario, 
fraternal, pacífico y sostenible”.

“Tenemos, de hecho, una oportuni-
dad única para transformar el pre-
sente gemido y esfuerzo en los dolores 
de parto de una nueva forma de vivir 
juntos, unidos en el amor, la compa-
sión y la solidaridad y una relación 
más armoniosa con el mundo natu-
ral, nuestro hogar común”, decía la 
declaración del dicasterio.

“Como nos recuerda el papa Fran-
cisco”, decía, “’todos podemos cooper-
ar como instrumentos de Dios para el 
cuidado de la creación, cada uno de 
acuerdo con su propia cultura, experi-
encia, implicaciones y talentos’”.

Recordando el quinto aniversario 
de su encíclica después de recitar la 
oración “Regina Coeli” el 17 de mayo, 
el papa Francisco expresó su esper-
anza de que el mensaje de “Laudato 
Si’” aliente a las personas a asumir la 
responsabilidad compartida de cuidar 
la Tierra.

“En estos tiempos de pandemia, en 
los que nos encontramos más con-
scientes de la importancia de cuidar 
nuestro hogar común, espero que 
toda nuestra reflexión y compromiso 
común ayuden a crear y fortalecer 
comportamientos constructivos para 
el cuidado de la creación”, dijo el 
papa.

Por Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

“La copa de bendición que bendecimos, ¿no 
es comunión con la sangre de Cristo? Y el pan 
que partimos, ¿no es comunión con el cuerpo 
de Cristo?  Así, siendo muchos formamos un 
solo cuerpo, porque el pan es uno y todos par-
ticipamos del mismo pan.” (1 Cor 10, 16-17).

Invito a todos mis lectores a practicar una 
sustitución de palabras con respecto a la Eu-
caristía. Cada vez que vea o escuche la palabra 

“comunión” piense en “unión común” y cuando 
vea o escuche “comunidad” piense en “unidad 
común”.

Esto podría ayudarnos a comprender mejor 
lo que sucede cuando recibimos el Cuerpo y 
la Sangre, el Alma y la Divinidad de Cristo en 
la Misa. El Espíritu Santo trabaja a través de 
la Eucaristía para realizar nuestra unión y 
unidad común en su amor. Nuestra unión y 
unidad con Cristo, y entre nosotros, nace del 
amor y vida divina, la gracia. Esta unidad en 
el amor divino es uno de los principales efectos 
de alimentarse con la Sagrada Eucaristía. El 
amor, la vida y el poder del Espíritu Santo nos 
hacen uno, un amor que se nos comunica a 
través de la Eucaristía. Somos lo que comemos, 
el Cuerpo de Cristo.

La Eucaristía hace a la Iglesia. Católicos y 
cada anglosajón mexicano, vietnamita, indio 
americano, afroamericano y cualquier otra 
nacionalidad, grupo, etc., que estén bautiza-
dos, están intrínsecamente unidos en el amor, 
la vida y el poder de Dios, a través del Espíritu 
Santo, cuando recibimos a Jesucristo en la 
Eucaristía. No estamos separados o divididos 
cuando la Eucaristía nos hace uno. Las sepa-
raciones y divisiones nacen del pecado, mien-
tras que la gracia, la Eucaristía, nos une en un 
amor que trasciende nuestra propia capacidad 

de amar. Solo nuestros propios pecados perso-
nales destruyen esta unidad. Donde abunda el 
pecado, también abundan las divisiones y lu-
chas internas. Donde abunda la gracia, donde 
sea que encuentres un pueblo verdaderamente 
eucarístico, encontrarás un cuerpo unido en el 
amor, encontrarás a Cristo.

Cualquier católico que reciba apropiada-
mente la Sagrada Eucaristía está unido a Dios, 

a su amor y tam-
bién a todas las 
demás personas en 
este planeta que 
están bautizados.

La unidad entre 
los bautizados se 
intensifica a través 
de la Eucaristía. 
La raza, el color, el 
idioma, la naciona-
lidad y el género no 
separan a aquellos 
que son uno en el 
Espíritu Santo que 
actúa en y a través 
de la Sagrada Co-
munión, nuestra 
fiesta eucarística. 
Decir que compar-
timos la misma 
Eucaristía y luego 
decir que estamos 
separados, negar 
o ignorar nuestra 
verdadera unidad 

en y con Cristo y con los demás, es un error y 
hace mucho daño.

Aquellos que viven una espiritualidad eu-
carística intensa nunca se separan de otros 
que viven esa misma espiritualidad, aunque 
no hablan inglés o español, incluso si carecen 
de una ciudadanía específica, incluso si viven 
o alguna vez vivieron en otro país. Hay conse-
cuencias sociales al recibir la Eucaristía. Todos 
los seres humanos se convierten en hermanos 
y hermanas en el bautismo, y esto se intensi-
fica a través de las acciones del Espíritu Santo 
en cada persona que recibe la Eucaristía.

Recibir la Eucaristía y negar la verdadera 
unidad con cualquier otra persona que reciba 
la misma Eucaristía es una clara señal de que 
alguien necesita una profunda conversión de 
corazón. La unidad espiritual en el Cuerpo de 
Cristo es más intensa y más real que la unidad 
social o nacional. Necesitamos dar testimonio 
del mundo de ser verdaderamente un pueblo 
eucarístico. Necesitamos mostrarle al mundo 
que aun… “…siendo muchos formamos un solo 
cuerpo, porque el pan es uno y todos participa-
mos del mismo pan.”

Hace casi 20 años, la Conferencia de Obispos 
Católicos de EE. UU. Publicó un pequeño fol-
leto maravilloso titulado “La Presencia real de 
Jesucristo en el sacramento de la Eucaristía: 

Preguntas 
básicas y 
respues-
tas”. Aquí 
hay dos 
citas del 
documen-
to:

“... al 
compartir 
una comida ordinaria se establece una cierta 
comunión entre las personas que la comparten; 
en la Eucaristía, el Pueblo de Dios comparte 
una comida que lo lleva a la comunión no sólo 
mutua sino con el Padre, Hijo y Espíritu San-
to.”.

“… el sacerdote pide al Padre que envíe el 
Espíritu Santo sobre toda la asamblea para que 
‘quienes toman parte en la Eucaristía sean un 
solo cuerpo y un solo espíritu’. Es mediante el 
Espíritu Santo que el don del Cuerpo de Cristo 
eucarístico viene a nosotros y mediante el Es-
píritu Santo nos unimos a Cristo y nos unimos 
entre nosotros para formar el Cuerpo Místico 
de Cristo... La celebración de la Eucaristía debe 
acrecentar así nuestro amor recíproco y hacer-
nos recordar nuestros compromisos mutuos. 
Asimismo, como miembros del Cuerpo Místico, 
tenemos el deber de hacer presente a Cristo y 
de traerlo al mundo.” 

Me gustaría terminar con otra cita. Esta vez 
de la encíclica de San Juan Pablo II sobre el 
Espíritu Santo, Dominum et Vivificantem. Es-
tas citas están tomadas del párrafo 62: 

“Mediante la Eucaristía, las personas y co-
munidades, bajo la acción del Paráclito conso-
lador, aprenden a descubrir el sentido divino 
de la vida humana, aludido por el Concilio: 
el sentido por el que Jesucristo ‘revela plena-
mente el hombre al hombre’, sugiriendo ‘una 
cierta semejanza entre la unión de las Personas 
divinas y la unión de los hijos de Dios en la 
verdad y en la caridad’. Esta unión se expresa y 
se realiza especialmente mediante la Eucaristía 
en la que el hombre, participando del sacrificio 
de Cristo, que tal celebración actualiza, apren-
de también a ‘encontrarse ... en la entrega 
sincera de sí mismo’ en la comunión con Dios y 
con los otros hombres, sus hermanos.”

“Todos los creyentes en Cristo, a ejemplo de 
los Apóstoles, deberán poner todo su empeño 
en conformar su pensamiento y acción a la vol-
untad del Espíritu Santo, ‘principio de unidad 
de la Iglesia’ para que todos los bautizados en 
un solo Espíritu, para formar un solo cuerpo, 
se encuentren unidos como hermanos en la 
celebración de la misma Eucaristía ‘sacra-
mento de piedad, signo de unidad, vínculo de 
caridad’”.

Visite el Santísimo Sacramento y solo diga: 
“Gracias Jesús por hacernos un cuerpo. Gra-
cias por tantos hermanos y hermanas. Ayú-
dame con el poder de tu amor para poder amar 
y vivir la unidad que nos invitas a vivir. Amén.”
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Nuestra unidad se intensifica a través 
de la Eucaristía 

La Eucaristía nos hace uno a través del amor, vida y poder del Espíritu Santo

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, 
Párrafo 1396:

La unidad del Cuerpo místico: La Eucaristía hace la Iglesia. Los 
que reciben la Eucaristía se unen más estrechamente a Cristo. Por 
ello mismo, Cristo los une a todos los fieles en un solo cuerpo: la Ig-
lesia. La comunión renueva, fortifica, profundiza esta incorporación 
a la Iglesia realizada ya por el Bautismo. En el Bautismo fuimos 
llamados a no formar más que un solo cuerpo. La Eucaristía realiza 
esta llamada: ‘El cáliz de bendición que bendecimos ¿no es acaso co-
munión con la sangre de Cristo? y el pan que partimos ¿no es comu-
nión con el Cuerpo de Cristo? Porque aun siendo muchos, un solo 
pan y un solo cuerpo somos, pues todos participamos de un solo 
pan’: “Si vosotros mismos sois Cuerpo y miembros de Cristo, sois 
el sacramento que es puesto sobre la mesa del Señor, y recibís este 
sacramento vuestro. Respondéis ‘Amén’ es decir, ‘sí’, ‘es verdad’ a lo 
que recibís, con lo que, respondiendo, lo reafirmáis. Oyes decir ‘el 
Cuerpo de Cristo’, y respondes ‘Amén’. Por lo tanto, sé tú verdadero 
miembro de Cristo para que tu ‘Amén’ sea también verdadero.”

Se lanza Servicio para Informar sobre Abusos de Obispos Católicos
El nuevo servicio para Informar sobre Abusos de Obispos Católicos se lanzó el 16 de marzo. El servicio de 

informes de terceras partes es responsable de recibir denuncias de abuso sexual contra obispos actuales o 
retirados en los Estados Unidos. Se pueden realizar denuncias al número gratuito (800) 276-1562 o en línea 
en reportbishopabuse.org. La parte informante puede optar por permanecer en el anonimato. Para obtener 
más información, vaya en línea a archokc.org/clergyabuse. Para denunciar el abuso por parte del clero, vol-
untarios o empleados de la iglesia y la escuela, llame al (405) 720-9878. Si un niño está en peligro inmediato, 
llame al 9-1-1.

Para enviar fotos, 
información sobre eventos 
o ideas de historias que 
pueden ser publicadas,

envíe un correo
electrónico a 

tips@archokc.org.
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Jobs Box
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
executive director

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking an executive di-
rector for the Bl. Stanley Rother 
Shrine. This position is responsi-
ble for the operation of the shrine, 
which is under construction in 
Oklahoma City. Duties include 
leading the planning and execu-
tion of all business and operational 
aspects of the shrine; providing 
executive leadership for lay employ-
ees and contractors supporting the 
shine; strategic planning for the 
facilities, programs, resource devel-
opment and outreach; serving as 
the assistant secretary of the board 
of directors for the shrine corpora-
tion as a non-voting member; and 
promotion of pilgrimages and other 
activities that will take place on the 
campus. Must be a faithful Catho-
lic who is active in parish life and 
forms life around the teachings of 
the Church; possess a bachelor’s 
degree from an accredited institu-
tion of higher education (a master’s 
degree in business or other disci-
pline using analytical processes 
preferred); five years in executive 
leadership with complete financial 
responsibility; demonstrated ability 
to provide oversight to staff and 
volunteers. Experience in shrine 
leadership preferred. Bilingual in 
Spanish strongly preferred. Send 
inquiries and resumes to nlargent@
archokc.org. 

Rose Home night/weekend 
monitor

Willow Pregnancy Support of 
Oklahoma, Inc./Rose Home is 
seeking night and weekend mon-
itors to assure the well-being and 
safety of residents. Monitors may 
perform minor maintenance as 
needed. Utmost confidentiality 
must be maintained. High school 
diploma or GED, some college 
preferred. Volunteer experience 
with Rose Home or Birth Choice 
preferred. Must be able to pass 
background check, have current 
valid driver’s license and good 
driving record. CPR Certification 
required after hire. Send resumes 
to Dolores Person at dperson@
willowpregnancy.org.

Music teacher - OKC
Rosary Catholic School in Okla-

homa City is accepting applica-
tions for a music teacher for the 
2020-2021 school year. Should 
hold a bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion with state teaching certifica-
tion in Music. Send resume, cover 
letter and copy of teaching certif-
icate to Christy Harris, principal, 
1919 N.W. 18, Oklahoma City 
73106 or principal@rosaryschool.
com. Download teacher application 
packet at archokc.org/careers.

Pre-K4 and 4th grade/inter-
mediate elementary teacher - 
Okarche

Holy Trinity Catholic School 
in Okarche is accepting applica-
tions for a Pre-K4 early childhood 
teacher and 4th grade/intermediate 

elementary teacher for the 2020-
2021 school year. The candidates 
should hold a bachelor’s degree 
in education with state teaching 
certification in early childhood and 
elementary education, respectively. 
Send resume, cover letter and copy 
of teaching certificate to Fr. Cory 
Stanley, pastor, P.O. Box 485, N. 
2 and Missouri, Okarche 73762 or 
frstanley@holytrinityok.org. Down-
load a teacher application packet 
at archokc.org/careers.

Pre-K assistant - OKC
Rosary Catholic School in Okla-

homa City is accepting applications 
for a Pre-K assistant for the 2020-
2021 school year. Should have 
experience working with young 
children. Send resume and cover 
letter to Christy Harris, principal, 
1919 N.W. 18, Oklahoma City 
73106 or principal@rosaryschool.
com. Download teacher application 
packet at archokc.org/careers.

High school swim coach - OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking a swim coach. 
Send cover letter, resume, certifi-
cations and references to Principal 
Talita DeNegri at tdenegri@mount-
stmary.org. 

Math teacher - OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking a math teacher 
certified in all areas (preferably in 
Geometry, Algebra, Calculus). Send 
cover letter, resume, certifications 
and references to Principal Talita 
DeNegri at tdenegri@mountstmary.
org. 

Art teacher - OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking a part time art 
teacher. Must have experience in 
advanced placement. Send cover 
letter, resume, certifications and 
references to Principal Talita DeNe-
gri at tdenegri@mountstmary.org. 

Holy Family Home director 
Catholic Charities is seeking a 

director for the Holy Family Home, 
a transitional living facility for 
homeless women and women with 
children. It is a 24-hour 7-days-a-
week facility and functions like a 
home. The director is responsible 
for the supervision, safety and care 
of the facility, staff and residents. 
Responsibilities include managing 
and monitoring daily needs of the 
house, residents, implementing 
social and learning activities for 
adults and children, oversight of 
case management, and assist with 
independent housing. Advanced 
degree in social work, or human 
services related field, preferred. 
Three to five years’ significant 
experience in leadership positions. 
Skills in providing case manage-
ment services. Strong interpersonal 
skills to effectively communicate 
with staff, management and resi-
dents. Ability to set and maintain 
healthy boundaries. Send cover 
letter and resume to Theresa Flan-
nery at tflannery@ccaokc.org.

The Spring Radiothon punc-
tuated a new era for Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio. Because of the 
virus, hosts, guests and vol-
unteers operated differently, 
many remote from the broadcast 
center. I took advantage of this to 
listen continuously as I took calls 
from supporters.

The biggest takeaway from 
binge-listening? Our priests from 
every corner of the diocese are 
invested in Catholic radio as a 
means of discipleship. Father 
Joseph Irwin shared how Father 
Ricardo’s “Christ Is the Answer” 
influences his homilies. Father 
Danny Grover referenced “Cath-
olic Answers Live” fueling him as 
a high school chaplain for ques-
tions that come his way. We hear 
the truths of our Catholic faith 
articulated on Catholic radio. 
That resonates within us, moving 
us to share the truth.

Kudos to Father Danny and 
Father Kelly Edwards as hosts. 
They were yin and yang. Their 
energy and enthusiasm juxta-
posed to thoughtful, analytical 
interviews drew out informa-
tion and operational explana-
tions about OKCR for listeners.

One new aspect of giving was 
the announcement of “Keepers of 
the Airwaves.” Donors who give 
on a monthly, recurring basis are 
now recognized with this desig-
nation. These gifts allow OKCR 
to plan for the future, to grow 
and reach more people through 
increased programing and sta-
tion expansion. You can join the 
Keepers of the Airwaves society 
at www.okcr.org/keepers. 

My favorite segment of the 
radiothon was Father Danny 
hosting Father Rick Stansberry. 
Much of their discussion cen-
tered on streaming as a means 
of connecting with their parish-
ioners.

Father Rick admonished Father 
Danny for breaking the cardinal 
rule of streaming. He referred to 
one of Father Danny’s posts in 
which a distinct whoosh of water 
could be heard in the back-
ground. “That wasn’t me!” object-
ed Father Danny. Then, as they 
mulled the resumption of parish 
Masses, Father Danny countered 
by outing Father Rick’s large 
stash of hand sanitizer. 

Everybody loves a friendly 
competition and the Catholic 
high school chaplains delivered. 
Father Alex Kroll, new chaplain 
of Mount Saint Mary Catholic 
High School and Father Grover, 
chaplain of Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic High School challenged 
the schools’ supporters to give to 
OKCR. The chaplain that gar-
nered the most donations would 
be treated to a pizza, courtesy of 
the losing chaplain. Mount St. 
Mary took the lead, right out of 
the chute, but Bishop McGuin-
ness prevailed. I don’t think we 
have heard the last of this.

What emerged from this radio-
thon was the steadying hand of 
our shepherds. They are listen-
ing when Christ speaks to them 
through Catholic radio! I only 
mentioned a few, but there were 
many more. Look for our tribute 
to Archbishop Coakley and the 
participating priests at www.
okcr.org as well as on our social 
media pages. Follow Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio on Facebook, Ins-
tagram and Twitter. 

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Special Events Manager - OKC
Catholic Charities is seeking a 

special events manager to direct 
and oversee the primary fundrais-
ing events of Catholic Charities of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
Primary functions include event 
management, pre-and-post-event 
management, event solicitation 
and in-kind donation solicitation. 
Bachelor’s degree in public rela-
tions, communication, business 
or related field. One-three years of 
event management and fundraising 
experience; bilingual in Spanish 
and English preferred; experience 
with Greater Giving is preferred. A 
combination of education and expe-
rience considered. Send cover letter 
and resume to Jessi Riesenberg at 
jriesenberg@ccaokc.org.

Principal - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City is seeking a princi-
pal for the 2020-2021 school year. 
Must be a practicing Catholic and 
an outstanding educator with a 
minimum of five years teaching ex-
perience. Administrative experience 
and bilingual in Spanish preferred. 
Applicants are expected to meet 
archdiocesan requirements. Salary 
and benefits will be commensurate 
with experience and archdiocesan 
guidelines. Position effective July 
1. Contact the Office of the Super-
intendent, P.O. Box 32180, OKC 
73123 or call (405) 721-4202.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.
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May 

Seventh Sunday of Easter.

The Ascension of the Lord.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com   

Memorial Day - CPC closed.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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8204, 12518, 12605

This could be you!
Career opportunities

available. 

Michael Dalby
405-638-1274

michael.dalby@kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,

2604, 4889, 5168, 
8523, 9900, 11648,

11909, 12819, 12382
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Feast of St. Bede the Venera-
ble.

Feast of St. Gregory VII.

Feast of St. Mary Magdalene 
de’ Pazzi.

Memorial Day celebration at 
St. Patrick Cemetery at 10 a.m. 
May 25 on the north side of 
N.W. 234/Sorghum Mill Road 
between Council Road and 
County Line.

Feast of St. Philip Neri.

Feast of St. Augustine of Can-
terbury.

St. Paul VI.

Pentecost Vigil Mass Archbish-
op Coakley 5 p.m. live streamed 
at archokc.org/live, YouTube 
and Facebook Live.

June 

Feast of The Blessed Virgin 
Mary.

Feast of Sts. Marcellinus and 
Peter.

Feast of St. Charles Lwanga 
and Companions.

Feast of St. Boniface.

Feast of St. Norbert.

Ordination of Transition-
al Deacons, 10 a.m., (live-
streamed at archokc.org/live, 
YouTube and Facebook Live; 
invitation only)

24

24

24

25

Briefs
Please contact event or meeting 

organizers before attending.

Online Mass Tuesdays
Join Archbishop Coakley and 

priests of the archdiocese for 
online daily Mass at 11:30 a.m. 
every Tuesday from the St. Fran-
cis de Sales Chapel at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center. Mass will be 
livestreamed at archokc.org/live, 
YouTube and on Facebook Live on 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
Facebook page.

COVID-19 information, online 
Mass list

Find a list of online daily and 
Sunday Masses, prayers, an act 
of spiritual communion and other 
resources related to the quaran-
tines and coronavirus at archokc.
org/health.

Mass information
Find procedures and a timeline 

for resuming public Mass in Okla-
homa in English and Spanish, a 
list of frequently asked questions 
and a video message from Arch-
bishop Coakley at archokc.org/
mass.

Support your parish
With public Masses not at full 

capacity yet, parishes and priests 
still need financial support from 
parishioners. Find online giving 
links and mailing addresses for 
your parish at archokc.org/  
parishgiving. 

Shrine webcam
A new live webcam allows view-

ers to watch the building of the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine! 
The webcam will be live streaming 
throughout construction. Watch at 
archokc.org/shrinewebcam.

The Wild Goose reflections
Archbishop Coakley invites you 

to reacquaint yourself with the 
Holy Spirit through a seven-week 
video reflection by The Ministry 
of the Wild Goose. The videos will 
guide people through the Easter 
season to Pentecost. To receive 
weekly text message reminders 
with links to the recommended 
Wild Goose videos, text WGOKC 
to 84576. Visit archokc.org/wild-
goose.

Memorial Day Masses
Due to the pandemic and to pro-

tect the health of those in atten-
dance, the annual Memorial Day 
Masses celebrated by Archbishop 
Coakley and Archbishop Emeritus 
Beltran at Resurrection Memorial 
Cemetery have been cancelled.

Memorial Day celebration
Everyone is invited to the an-

nual Memorial Day Celebration 
Mass at St. Patrick Cemetery at 
10 a.m. May 25 on the north side 

of N.W. 234/Sorghum Mill Road 
between Council Road and County 
Line. There will be a potluck meal. 
Plates, utensils, paper supplies, 
tea and water, tables and some 
chairs will be furnished. Take a 
portable chair and food to share.

Sidewalk advocates
Are you interested in becoming 

a peaceful and prayerful sidewalk 
advocate? Contact Julie Lewis at 
norman@golifemobilemedical.com. 
Find more information at side-
walkadvocates.org.

Gospel of Life School
The Gospel of Life Disciples 

present “Dedicate Yourself to 
Discipleship: Encounter Christ 
through prayer, study, community 
and service.” The summer session 
is June-August and fall session is 
September-December. Contact Jim 
Armour at (405) 278-6659, jim@
gospeloflifedisciples.org.
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to the needs of “our brothers and sisters” who 
are facing a crisis.

The Global Report on Food Crises 2020 said 
265 million people in low- and middle-income 
countries face a severe threat of hunger unless 
the world swiftly responds to the pandemic. 
Currently one in nine people, about 135 mil-
lion, experience acute hunger.

Callahan said while there may be plenty of 
food around the world, access to it is being se-
verely restricted because of the pandemic.

“Pope Francis has called all of us to respond,” 
Callahan said. “He said we have two choices: 
turn inward or reach outward and be open 

outward. The 
Church is 
on the front 
line right 
now. The 
Church nev-
er stopped 

assisting those in need in the United States, it 
didn’t stop pastoral outreach and it didn’t stop 
overseas.”

The campaign is being introduced as the 
Church observes the fifth anniversary of Pope 
Francis’ encyclical “Laudato Si’, on Care for 
Our Common Home,” which focused on the 
environment and the relationship of human 
beings to each other and creation.

During the teleconference, Daniel Mumumi of 
CRS Sierra Leone described how such a frame-
work functions to bring food in response to 
food insecurity among children.

CRS coordinates a program that provides 
meals to 50,000 school-age children and 1,500 
teachers in 300 communities across the West 
African nation, Mumumi said.

“They come to school without breakfast and 
no guarantee of dinner,” Mumumi explained. 
“Through the program, they are able to get nu-
trition and food.”

The pandemic has worsened poverty for 
thousands of families in Sierra Leone, he said, 

comparing the current crisis to the one caused 
by the Ebola epidemic that rocked the country 
for 18 months beginning in December 2014.

CRS, the U.S. bishops’ overseas relief and 
development agency, continues to seek funding 
from the U.S. government to address hunger 
around the world. Callahan said it is advo-
cating that $12 billion be included in another 
emergency aid bill being considered by Con-
gress.

The CRS leader also said that not responding 
to people in need could create greater problems 

and lead to widespread outbreaks of diseases 
such as measles, creating greater health con-
cerns for the world.

Callahan invited Catholics to join a day of 
prayer May 24 that will mark Pope Francis’ 
signing of his encyclical. The prayer at Noon lo-
cal time concludes Laudato Si’ Week, which is 
sponsored by the Vatican Dicastery for Integral 
Human Development.

The campaign is expected to continue at least 
through 2021.
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Laborers carried bags of wheat on to roof-high stacks at a warehouse operated by Ethiopia’s National Disas-
ter Risk Management Commission in Shinile, Ethiopia, Feb. 9, 2019. As acute hunger is expected to double 
in vulnerable populations because of the coronavirus pandemic, CRS launched an advocacy campaign May 
14, to raise awareness about the world’s hungriest people. CNS Photo/Will Baxter, Catholic Relief Services.

www.crs.org/get-in-
volved/lead-way/hunger

waiting for the coming Holy Spirit.
Saint Fran-

cis of Assisi will 
celebrate the 
Vigil for Pente-
cost at 8 p.m. 
May 30 after the 
regular Saturday 
5 p.m. Mass. 
The church can 
accommodate 
120 people, so 
the catechumens 
and candidates 
can be joined by 
their sponsors 
and close fami-
ly, Father Novak 
said. Others 
can watch a live 
stream.

Social distanc-
ing protocols will 
require some 
changes – like no 

laying on of hands, using fresh holy water for 
each person being baptized and anointing fore-
heads with a cotton ball dipped in the holy oils.

Saint John of Nepomuk 
Catholic Church in Yukon 
also will use the Vigil for 
Pentecost extended liturgy 
May 30 when 18 catechu-
mens and candidates will 
receive the sacraments.

Parishioner Ann Cook, 
who works in the Secretar-
iat of Evangelization and 
Catechesis at the archdio-
cese, said the RCIA team at 
Saint John Nepomuk lead 
the elect through a five-
week study called “Discov-
ery” during Lent. The study 
focuses on encountering 
Christ, knowing him as Lord 
and Savior, and committing 
to a relationship with him.

“This year was a little dif-
ferent, of course,” Cook said. 
“Our catechists ended up 
recording their discussions 

for lessons four and five in YouTube videos.”
Sponsors arranged a time to watch the videos 

with their candidates and catechumens so they 
could stop and discuss the questions as they 
went. They were encouraged to e-mail the RCIA 
team with questions and comments about the 
lesson within a week of receiving the message. 

Participants sent messages saying how the 
lessons spoke to them and thanking the cate-
chists for keeping the RCIA program going.

“Like everyone, we have been challenged this 
year to stay connected with our RCIA partici-
pants,” RCIA Coordinator Bryan Hooper said. 
“Though nothing takes the place of face-to-
face interaction, I have been very pleased, and 
thankful for the results of utilizing video com-
munication to stay connected.”

The challenge to provide an RCIA experience 
that would communicate the love and presence 
of God to participants in a new way was met, 
Hooper said. It reminded him of a quote from 
Saint Augustine: “The words of God are infused 
with grace.”

“He made this a reality for us, even through 
video,” Hooper said.

K.S. McNutt is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Hundreds of catechumens, candidates 
prepare to enter Church 

continued from page 1

Julie Mayfield led a session of a five-lesson study 
called “Discovery” on YouTube for RCIA partici-
pants from St. John Nepomuk Catholic Church in 
Yukon. Photo provided.


