
Mother’s Day during the Month of 
Mary honors and celebrates all 
moms and those who provide 
motherly love and devotion. Here 

are a few stories from moms in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City.

Cathy Roring - Ardmore
Many mothers are expe-
riencing a great deal of 
stress trying to find a 
balance between work 
and parenting during 
the stay at home orders 
due to Coronavirus. 
Cathy Roring, a parish-

ioner at Saint Mary in 
Ardmore, is a professor at 

East Central University and a licensed psy-
chologist. She thought she had the ideal set 
up for working while raising her young family. 
As the mother of six kids, age 7 and under 
(including a set of 3-year-old twin boys and 
newborn twin girls), she had set her schedule 
to be on campus two days a week, spend one 
day doing her private practice and the rest of 
the time with her babies. 

Her schedule allowed her to do school pick 
up, take off for class parties and go on field 
trips. However, in March, while still on mater-
nity leave, she received notice that her 7-year-
old and 6-year-old would no longer be going to 
school. She would now be responsible for their 
homeschooling while tending to her newborns. 
A week later, the toddler’s preschool closed, 
leaving her home with all six, while teaching 
online and keeping up with online meetings 

Sooner Catholic
soonercatholic.org  archokc.orgMay 10, 2020    

Go Make Disciples

A mother’s influence on faith

continued on page 16

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Mother’s Day May 10

Resurrection 
Memorial 
Cemetery

(405) 721-4191
resmemcem@gmail.com
resurrectionmemorial-
cemetery.com

Construction begins on mausoleum at Resurrection 
Memorial Cemetery

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

Construction is under way 
on a new Our Lady of Sorrows 
Mausoleum at the archdiocese’s 
Resurrection Memorial Cemetery 

near the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in Oklahoma City.

The cemetery’s Executive 
Director Branden Seid said the 
mausoleum should be completed 
in March or April of next year. 
It’s the first mausoleum built at 

Resurrection since 1982.
The addition will expand the 

capacity of the cemetery. When 
the new mausoleum is finished, 
it will be about 2,000 square feet 

continued on page 16
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a The April 26, 2020, 
edition’s article concern-
ing the late-Frank Hughes, 
“Longtime Catholic Educator 
Honored with Scholarship,” 
contained an error. Bishop 
McGuinness Principal David 
Morton explained scholar-
ships cannot be earmarked 
exclusively for athletics. 
Rather all scholarships are 
part of a general scholarship 
fund, and then given to stu-
dents according to need.  

a Find procedures and a 
timeline for resuming public 
Mass in Oklahoma, a list of 
frequently asked questions 
and a video message from 
Archbishop Coakley at 
archokc.org/mass.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

May 6, 2020
Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Easter

Dear Catholic Faithful of Oklahoma,

We have been heartened by the many stories of 
faithful Catholics witnessing to Jesus’ presence 
through their patience in suffering and in the good 
they are doing for their neighbors. Thank you! At the 
same time, we all to some degree are growing weary 
of isolation, threats to health and economic hardship. 
During this Easter season, we rely on Our Lord’s as-
surance: “Take courage, it is I, do not be afraid!” 

After the Apostles had experienced the shocking 
crucifixion of their beloved friend and teacher, every-
thing they thought they knew with certainty was dis-
rupted and they feared what might come next. After 
the triumph of the Resurrection, they found joy in the 
faith they shared in the Risen Christ. In their time of 
fear and uncertainty, Jesus came to them. 

After his Ascension into heaven, these still timid 
disciples gathered to celebrate Pentecost in the same 
room in Jerusalem in which they had shared the Last 
Supper and first Eucharist. They had shared in his 
suffering and now they shared the hope of the glory of 
the risen Christ. Jesus had promised that the Father 
would pour out his own Spirit upon them to guide, 
direct and protect them through all trials and tribula-
tions. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit assures us of God’s con-
tinued presence in our lives. No matter the circum-
stance, he is with us. Perhaps the greatest sacrifice 
for the lay faithful these past few months has been 
fasting from Christ’s body, blood, soul and divinity 
given to us in his real presence in the Eucharist. We 
pray that in this time of Eucharistic fasting, God has 
graced you with a profound hunger for this commu-
nion with Jesus and the members of his Body, the 
Church.

To remind us of God’s faithfulness and to prepare 
to celebrate the birth of our beloved Church on Pente-
cost, we have determined to resume the celebration of 
public Mass in Oklahoma during the week of May 18 
with Sunday Mass resuming May 23-24. 

Because of the unprecedented nature of these 
challenges, we will proceed with caution. The dis-
pensation for attending Mass and the practice of 
live-streaming Mass will remain in place for anyone 
who wishes to wait longer before returning to pub-
lic worship. We are dealing with an invisible threat 
to people’s lives, a virus that our brightest doctors 
and scientists are still figuring out. The ever-pres-
ent temptation in our American culture is to want 
solutions immediately and to act quickly, because 

we want what we want, and we want it now. As a 
Church, we must proceed more deliberatively.

Based upon guidance from civic leaders and pub-
lic health authorities as well as in consultation with 
local medical professionals, a taskforce comprised of 
priests and laity, and the Presbyteral Councils of both 
dioceses, we are issuing the “Timeline and Procedures 
for Resumption of Public Mass and Sacramental Life,” 
which will be in effect in both the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese of Tulsa and Eastern 
Oklahoma until further notice.

The procedures and timeline provide general pre-
cautions such as limiting the number of parishioners 
at each Mass and guidelines for the distribution of 
communion while providing flexibility for every parish 
and priest to determine what works best for their 
community.  

We will continue to monitor the health crisis and 
adjust implementation of the procedures accordingly. 
Frequent handwashing and social distancing remain 
vital precautions to slow the spread of this disease.  
Additionally, our pastors will learn from you and from 
each other as these guidelines are implemented, ad-
justing procedures according to what they learn. Just 
as the laity have sacrificed with their Eucharistic fast, 
the priests have sacrificed by their inability to provide 
the faithful with this heavenly banquet and celebrate 
the sacraments with them. They long to see the faces 
of their parishioners once again.

We encourage the faithful to pray the Novena to 
the Holy Spirit in preparation for Pentecost with the 
particular intention of asking the Holy Spirit to guide, 
direct and protect the Church in Oklahoma in the 
midst of these perilous times as we begin to publicly 
celebrate Mass again.

Whether separated by a virus or gathered in com-
munity, we remain brothers and sisters in Christ. 

In darkness, he dawns. Come, Holy Spirit!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

Most Reverend David A. Konderla
Bishop of Tulsa and Eastern Oklahoma

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Bishops Letter Announcing 
Resumption of Mass in Oklahoma

Lord, 
we remember the mothers 

who have gone before us. 
We remember the mothers 

of Scripture who are 
part of your story. 

We remember those who 
have not given birth to us, 

but are mothers to us.
We remember expectant 
mothers. We remember 

the mothers who have 
lost children. We remember 
the women who struggle 

with fertility. 
Lord, bless all mothers, 

grandmothers, Godmothers, 
adoptive mothers, aunts, 

sisters, women religious and 
fathers who take on the role 
of mother for their children. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
And You shall renew the face of the earth.
O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit,

did instruct the hearts of  the faithful, grant 
that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly 

wise and ever enjoy His consolations, 
Through Christ Our Lord, Amen.

archokc.org/holyspiritnovena

Parishes throughout the archdiocese are 
helping people during the COVID-19 
pandemic, from live-streaming Mass to 

expanding or creating outreach programs.
Father Joseph Jacobi, pastor of Holy Spirit 

Catholic Church in Mustang, advised people in 
need to check with their local parish. In addi-
tion to local parishes and Saint Vincent de Paul 
ministries, Father Jacobi recommended the 
food bank. 

“The Oklahoma Regional Food Bank has been 
a huge help, feeding a lot of people and even 
more during this time.”  

Father Tim Luschen, pastor of Saint Charles 
Borromeo in Oklahoma City, said they are 
working on different levels, trying to reach 
people every week, making phone calls to learn 
what they need. 

“One of the things we are concerned about is 
folks who are falling behind on their utility bills 
and rental payments,” he said. “We found out 
through the Cares Act and the COVID stimulus 
money that none of that money is available for 
undocumented people.” 

Father Luschen said that while parents may 
be undocumented, the children are U.S. cit-
izens who would otherwise be eligible for the 
funds, leaving the children still in need. 

He warned of an increased number of people 
facing evictions because they are behind on 
rent. He said while the Care Act put a morato-
rium on evictions until July, he worries there 
will be a flood of evictions as soon as it opens. 

“Some Oklahoma landlords are able to get 
around that, especially if the people renting 
from them are undocumented.” 

Father Luschen advised those facing eviction 
and those short on money, to contact their 
landlord and make a plan. 

“Make a deal to pay out rent later once things 
get better,” he said. 

He also wanted to make people aware of 
Oklahoma City University’s School of Law Pro 
Bono Eviction Assistance Program. The pro-
gram was formed to aid those facing eviction 
in Oklahoma County by informing them about 
their procedural and substantive rights. The 
program also helps detour them from facing 
the consequences of eviction.

“We don’t want families to be unsettled and 
out of their home, especially now,” Father 
Luschen said. “The idea is not that people don’t 
have to pay rent. They should. But, it is not a 
good thing to be evicting people right now. Let 
the system go where people can slowly go back 
to work.”

Metro public schools, including several other 
districts around the state, have begun to serve 
grab-and-go breakfasts and lunches Monday 
through Friday for all children to age 18. Recip-
ients are not required to show an ID, proof of 
income or apply to receive meals. 

When people call their local parish in need of 
food or financial assistance, they are often di-
rected to call the Saint Vincent de Paul Society.  

Lisa Schmidt, treasurer of the Saint Vincent 
de Paul Archdiocesan Council and vice-presi-
dent of the SVDP at Saint Thomas More Uni-
versity Parish in Norman, said they are working 

with other Saint Vincent de Pauls and commu-
nity agencies to help people. 

“We are available to help anyone in need, re-
gardless of documentation, religious or non-re-
ligious background,” Schmidt said. 

Schmidt said it takes persistence and a very 
compassionate outreach to let people know it is 
safe to ask for help. 

Father Daniel Grover, pastor of Corpus 
Christi Catholic Church in Oklahoma City, 
said his parish continues to learn and adapt to 
the needs of its parishioners, whether that is 
live-streaming Masses in several languages or 
offering walk-up window confessions out of the 
parish food bank site. 

“Our biggest request is to re-open our 
churches,” Father Grover said. “While I can’t 
do anything about that, people can continue 
to form prayer chains and pray for each other. 
That is something anybody can do.”

Patrick Raglow, executive director of Catholic 
Charities for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
said Catholic Charities is continuing to serve ev-
ery line of service they did before the pandemic.  

“We have shifted to virtual services and have 
a fully HIPPA compliant system,” Raglow said. 

Catholic Charities advises people to take 
advantage of the resources available to them in 
a timely fashion so their needs at any point are 
manageable. 

“We are blessed when we care for others. 
They are blessed when we care for them,” 
Raglow said. “That is solidarity, reflective of hu-
man dignity, reflective of Church’s teachings.” 

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic. 
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By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

How to get help during COVID-19 pandemic

Associate 
Pastor

Rev. William G. 
Banowsky

St. Charles Borromeo, Oklahoma City - 
temporary assignment. Effective July 1 and 
until return to Rome to continue studies

Supply Priest

Rev. M. Price 
Oswalt

Effective July 1

Addendum to
Official Pastoral Assignments 2020

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

In residence at 
St. Joseph Church, 
Norman effective Aug. 1

Supply Priest

Rev. James M. 
Chamberlain

Coronavirus-related 
Resources 

Catholic Charities  
catholiccharitiesok.org

Oklahoma Employment Security 
Commission Unemployment 
benefits
oesc.ok.gov

Health insurance coverage
healthcare.gov

2-1-1 Oklahoma online resources
211oklahoma.org/findhelp/index.htm

Oklahoma mental health, testing
heartlineoklahoma.org

Oklahoma State Department of 
Health
coronavirus.health.ok.gov

Stimulus check/tax relief
irs.gov/coronavirus-tax-relief-
and-economic-impact-payments

Financial assistance for Veterans  
penfedfoundation.org/apply-for-
assistance

Oklahoma City University Pro 
Bono Eviction Assistance Program - 
(405) 208-5207

Food Banks
Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma - 
regionalfoodbank.org
Local churches

Local public schools
Sister BJ’s Pantry - srbjpantry.com

Saint Vincent de Paul Societies
Altus - Prince of Peace - 
(580) 482-3367
Clinton - St. Mary - (580) 323-0345
Duncan - Assumption - 
(580) 255-0590
Harrah/McLoud
St. Teresa of Avila/St. Vincent de Paul 
- (405) 343-2938; (405) 964-5606
Lawton 
Blessed Sacrament - (580) 355-7837
Holy Family - (580) 704-8012
Midwest City - St. Philip Neri - 
(405) 741-0967
Moore - St. Andrew - (405) 314-0414
Mustang - Holy Spirit - 
(405) 367-3433

Norman 
St. Joseph - (405) 701-3693
St. Mark - (405) 366-8070
St. Thomas More - (405) 329-5372
Oklahoma City
Corpus Christi - (405) 239-2804
Epiphany - (405) 722-2110
St. Charles Borromeo - 
(405) 445-0414
St. Eugene - (405) 751-7115
St. Francis of Assisi - 
(405) 528-0485, Ext. 57
St. James the Greater - 
(405) 594-2307
Purcell - Our Lady of Victory - 
(405) 595-1087
Weatherford - St. Eugene - 
(580) 772-3209
Yukon - St. John Nepomuk - 
(405) 354-2743
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

In this time of pandemic, recalling the Influ-
enza of 1918 seems appropriate, especially the 
contributions of one particular priest, Father 
Timothy Murphy, O.S.B. The Orphans’ Record, 
the diocesan news publication of the era, de-
scribes Father Murphy thusly: “Father Murphy 
was endowed with an intelligent and progressive 
mind. He possessed many qualities, which won 
for him the affection and devotion of a very large 
circle of friends and acquaintances. As a priest, 
pastor or teacher, he was faithful to his duties, 
active and enterprising.”

Obviously gifted, he served as the first resident 
pastor of Saint John Church in McAlester from 
1908-1911. He was part of the organizing of the 
Catholic University of Oklahoma (later Saint 
Gregory’s) in Shawnee. He taught English and 
public speaking as well as his administrative 
role.

 Feeling the call to minister to the troops with 
the coming of American participation in the First 
World War in 1917, he became the Knights of Co-
lumbus chaplain in September at Camp Donifan, 
established between Fort Sill and Lawton. Father 
Murphy shared all the hardships of camp life 
with the men of the 128th machine gun battalion, 
enduring a severe winter and all the privations 
and discomforts of this new mode of existence. 

On Feb. 12, he was commissioned a 
first lieutenant and officially an army 

chaplain. He had suffered a bout 
with La Grippe (the influenza) and 
felt well enough to return to duty 

full of optimism. 
Unfortunately, 
his optimism was 
short-lived. The 
illness returned 
with a vengeance 
and, contracting 
pneumonia, he 
declined rapidly. 
Receiving the final 
sacraments after a 
visit from Bishop 
Meerschaert, he 
finally succumbed. 
He was the first 
U.S. chaplain to 
die during the First 
World War.

Father Murphy was part of the first wave of the 
flu to hit the country in the Spring of 1918. The 
second wave in the Fall was more deadly. All told, 
675,000 Americans perished. More soldiers died 
from the disease than killed in battle.

As for Father Murphy, the Orphans’ Record 
states, “While chaplain, he not only looked after 
the spiritual welfare of the men, but was one of 
them, associating with them, playing games with 
them and doing all in his power to make them 
better men, both morally and physically. For 
them he sacrificed his time, his rest, and his life.” 

His example of courage and dedication to duty 
resonates with the current situation we now face 
as a Church and country.  

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

ACCW scholarship 
winner announced

The Archdiocesan Council of 
Catholic Women announced the 
winner of their $500 scholar-
ship – Amy Rojo of Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church in Norman. 
Rojo is a senior at Norman High 
School, a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Spanish 
Honor Society and Mu Alpha 
Theta. Rojo loves music, ap-
preciates her culture and other 
cultures, and enjoys motivating 
those younger than herself. She 
also has a passion for math 
and art and wants to use those 
strengths to help others. She 
plans to attend the University of 
Oklahoma and major in engi-
neering.

Fr. Timothy Murphy, O.S.B.

Cristo Rey OKC 
names new principal

Cristo Rey OKC Catholic 
High School said farewell 
to their founding principal 
Cody Yocom on May 1. Prin-
cipal Yocom left to become 
principal of Strothoff Inter-
national School in Frank-
furt, Germany.

With his departure, Cris-
to Rey welcomes Kelsey 
Schmidt to serve as the new 
principal. Schmidt spent 
the past five years at Cristo 
Rey Dallas where she was 
their founding theology 
teacher and spent the past 
four years as their assis-
tant principal and director 
of academics. Over the past 
four years, she has held 
a number of school lead-
ership positions ranging 
from overseeing their stu-

dent support advisors and 
school psychologist, to being 
the instructional coach for 
teachers and assisting in 
student placement for the 
Corporate Work Study. She 
also started the cross coun-
try and track programs and 
coached cross-country girls 
to a third-place finish in the 
state competition.

Schmidt is a native of 
Wichita and received her 
bachelor’s degree from Regis 
University in Denver and a 
master’s degree from Rock-
hurst University in Kansas 
City. She also is a graduate 
of Teach for America.

To learn more about the 
school, go online to cristo-
reyokc.org.
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This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Robert 
Miller

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner at

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
okcvocations.com

What is your home parish?
My home parish is Saint Damien of 

Molokai in Edmond.

What seminary do you attend?
I attend Saint John Vianney Theolog-

ical Seminary in Denver.

If it is God’s will, what year will 
you be ordained a priest?

If it is God’s will, I will be ordained in 
2021.

What advice would you give to 
someone discerning a call to the 
priesthood?

My advice would be to pray, frequent 
confession and worthy reception of 
Holy Communion, meet with a spir-
itual director, don’t let fear dictate 
your decisions concerning seminary/
priesthood and prayerfully commit and 
persevere.

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest?

I look forward to spending a few 
hours every day in the confessional.

Name one thing that every  
Catholic needs to know.

Everyone needs to know the Lord 
loves every single person despite our 
sinfulness and ingratitude. As beloved 
sons and daughters of God, we ought 
to respond in love and gratitude.

Why choose a life of sacrificial 
love?

I don’t think priesthood is something 
“chosen” as one would in deciding a 
career path. Yes, there is a certain 
amount of prudential decisions made 
along the way, but as with any voca-
tion, it’s not so much we who have 
chosen the Lord as it is he who has 
chosen us. I’m “choosing” to listen to 
the Lord’s voice, to conform my heart 
to his and lay down my life for the sal-
vation of souls.

As storm season approaches, Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is 
prepared to serve. The disaster services and parish engagement departments are available 
to provide virtual disaster preparedness trainings and online resources. 

One resource is an online book that was created in Oklahoma for Oklahomans and cov-
ers preparedness, what to do after an event, and how to recover. The link below provides 
access to the resource guide created by the United Way of Central Oklahoma.

Surviving a Disaster, Your Road Map to Successful Recovery: unitedwayokc.
org/research/library.

Follow Catholic Charities on Facebook to get the latest agency information 
and to find Facebook Live Disaster Preparedness trainings this month.

To learn more about the training or to schedule a date for disas-
ter training for a parish or community organization, contact Brian 
Smith, director of parish engagement, at bsmith@ccaokc.org. 

Lawton Catholic school to 
close amid financial difficulties

LAWTON – The Su-
perintendent of Catho-
lic Schools announced 
April 16 the closing 
of Saint Mary Catho-
lic School in Lawton 
effective May 29. The 
school is part of Bless-
ed Sacrament Catholic 
Church.

 “We are thank-
ful for the efforts of 
teachers, principals, 
priests, parents and 
benefactors who have 
worked diligently over 
the past two years to 
respond to recommen-
dations made as part 
of a viability study 
and attempt to secure 
a financial future for 
the school,” Superin-
tendent Diane Floyd 
said. “Unfortunately, 
the school contin-
ued to struggle. The 
COVID-19 pandemic made the situation more 
difficult.”

Father Brian Buettner, pastor of Blessed Sac-
rament Catholic Church, met with the teachers 
and staff.    

“While we have continued to raise our enroll-
ment numbers, our costs for the school have 
continued to climb,” Father Buettner said in a 
letter to teachers, staff and school families. 

“I will miss having lunch with our students in 
the cafeteria, teaching classes about their faith 

and praying with them at our school Masses. 
As heartbroken as I am for the loss, I am grate-
ful for wonderful memories and the blessing 
Saint Mary’s has been for our entire commu-
nity. Our commitment at Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church will continue to focus on the 
faith formation of our youth and our families.”

Saint Mary Catholic School serves Pre-K4 
through 8th grade. Archdiocesan and school 
administrators are working with teachers and 
school families to help them transition.
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St. Mary Catholic Church in Clinton celebrated Fr. Mandagiri Balaswamy’s 
11th ordination anniversary April 27 with a parade. Cars drove by and peo-
ple honked and waved. Photos provided.

A drive-thru baby shower for 
Willow Pregnancy Support was 

held April 29 by the Ladies of 
St. Charles Borromeo. 

Photos provided.
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Archdiocese

Several parishes 
held “Thank You 
Parades” for priests 
on April 25. The 
parade for Epiph-
any of the Lord 
Catholic Church 
included driving by 
the homes of Arch-
bishop Coakley and 
Archbishop Emeri-
tus Beltran. Photos 
Carol Davito.

The May 
crowning of 
Mary proces-
sion on May 2 
at St. John in 
Edmond. Photo 
provided.

A Thank You parade was 

held for Fr. James Goins 

April 27 at St. Thomas More 

in Norman. Photos provided.

Workers on April 30 installed the rafters for the new building at St. Andrew Catholic 
Church in Moore. The 5,901-square-foot building is adjacent to the parish’s Youth 
Center and will provide space for indoor recreation, new learning areas, more room 
for the Scouts, and additional space for the food pantry. The completion date is ex-
pected to be in September, according an official at Apollo Building Systems.
Photo Thomas Maupin.  

Parishioners gave Fr. Kelly Edwards a “Parade of Gratitude” May 4 at 
St. Eugene in Weatherford. Parishioners thanked him for online daily 
prayers, online Mass, video messages and written letters. “We were 
hungry and he fed us.” Photo provided.
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Bishops around country consecrate U.S. to Mary 
amid COVID-19 pandemic

WASHINGTON – Bishops throughout the 
United States reconsecrated the country to 
Mary as the nation continues to struggle in the 
midst of the coronavirus pandemic.

Bishops in Canada also used May 1 to reded-
icate their country to the Blessed Mother.

Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles, 
president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, led a “Renewal of the Consecration 
of the United States of America to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary” May 1. The sparse, 
37-minute ceremony at Our 
Lady of the Angels Cathedral in 
Los Angeles was livestreamed 
on Facebook, YouTube and 
the websites of the Los Angeles 
Archdiocese and the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops.

Alternating between English 
and Spanish, Archbishop Go-
mez said: “In this difficult time 
we turn to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, mother of the church. She 
intercedes with her Son for all 
are affected in this way by the 
pandemic. ... We implore her 
maternal care for her children.”

Archbishop Gomez noted 
Mary’s history in the United 
States. “The first missionaries 
came to this country under the 
mantle of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe. Later, the bishops con-
secrated her as patroness of 
the United States of America,” 
he said. “The Virgin Mary has 
accompanied this great nation 
since our beginnings,” he added. 
“Now in this difficult hour, we 
renew our consecration to her.”

The United States has been hit harder 
than any other nation in deaths connected to 
COVID-19, with 62,547 known coronavirus 
fatalities as of April 30, with about 2,000 more 
people dying each day. Although federal and 
state health officials have been advocating 
strict measures to “flatten the curve” of infec-
tions and fatalities, none have said that deaths 
have yet reached their peak. Some Americans 
have loudly grumbled about the slow pace of 

“reopening” states to travel and commerce, 
while health officials fear a second wave of 
infections.

“Mary was the first person to consecrate 
herself to Jesus, the first to offer her whole 
heart to do his will, to set his beautiful plan of 
redemption,” Archbishop Gomez said. “We ask 
God to give us that same faith, that same cour-
age ... the strength to follow Jesus, to seek his 
holiness and his kingdom.”

The ceremony featured Marian hymns includ-
ing “Regina Coeli,” “Hail, Holy Queen” and a 
contemporary English-Latin setting of the Mag-

nificat. It also featured the recitation of two de-
cades of the rosary: the fifth Sorrowful Mystery, 
the crucifixion and death of Jesus, followed by 
the fifth Glorious Mystery, the coronation of 
Mary as queen of heaven.

At its conclusion, Archbishop Gomez said, 
“Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, is encourag-
ing us to rediscover the beauty of praying the 
rosary at home in the month of May. We are 
still in quarantine in our homes.” He noted that 

“one of the many saints in Los Angeles was the 
venerable (Father) Patrick Peyton, who coined 
the “family rosary” and the phrase “The family 
that prays together stays together.”

“Maybe we can dedicate ourselves,” Archbish-
op Gomez said, “to find time to come together 
as a family to pray the rosary in our homes.”

A similar liturgy of consecration took place 
at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington May 1, 
led by Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory of Wash-
ington, who prayed: “In this time of pandemic, 
we come to you, our sign of sure hope and 

comfort. Today we renew the act 
of consecration and entrustment 
carried out by those who have 
gone before us.”

Because of local and federal 
social distancing and self-iso-
lation mandates in an effort to 
halt the spread of COVID-19, the 
rededication liturgy at the basil-
ica was not open to the public 
but livestreamed on social media 
platforms.

This consecration reaffirms 
the bishops’ previous conse-
crations of the United States to 
Mary. In 1792, the first bishop of 
the United States, Bishop John 
Carroll, consecrated the nation 
to Mary under the title Immac-
ulate Conception, and in 1846, 
the bishops unanimously chose 
Mary under that title as the pa-
troness of the nation.

In 1959, Cardinal Patrick 
O’Boyle of Washington again 
consecrated the United States to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
This was the year when con-
struction of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception 

in Washington was completed. The national 
shrine was elevated to minor basilica status by 
St. John Paul II Oct. 12, 1990. This was re-
newed by the U.S. bishops Nov. 11, 2006.

Archbishop Gregory prayed for Mary’s “inter-
cession for the needs of our country, that every 
desire for good may be blessed and strength-
ened, that faith may be revived and nourished, 
hope sustained and enlightened, charity awak-
ened and animated.”

By Mark Pattison 
Catholic News Service 

Washington Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory leads a special liturgy in renewing the con-
secration of the U.S. to the care of our Blessed Mother at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington May 1, 2020, during the corona-
virus pandemic. CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn.

Bishop chairmen urge FDA to develop 
ethical vaccine for COVID-19

WASHINGTON – Four bishop 
chairmen of committees for the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops have urged Dr. Stephen M. 
Hahn, Commissioner of the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration, to 
ensure that vaccines for the Coro-
navirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
are developed ethically and are free 
from any connection to the ex-
ploitation of abortion.

Archbishop Joseph F. Nau-
mann of Kansas City in Kansas 
and chairman of the Committee 
on Pro-Life Activities; Archbishop 

Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City 
and chairman of the Committee 
on Domestic Justice and Human 
Development; Bishop Kevin C. 
Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South Bend 
and chairman of the Committee 
on Doctrine; and Bishop John F. 
Doerfler of Marquette and chairman 
of the Subcommittee on Healthcare 
Issues, signed the letter to the FDA 
Commissioner. They were joined by 
the leaders of many healthcare, bio-
ethics, and pro-life organizations.

The letter expressed strong 
support for efforts to develop an 

effective, safe, and widely available 
vaccine as quickly as possible, but 
also strongly urged that the federal 
government “ensure that funda-
mental moral principles are fol-
lowed in the development of such 
vaccines, most importantly, the 
principle that human life is sacred 
and should never be exploited.”

The letter noted that “among the 
dozens of vaccines currently in 
development, some are being pro-
duced using old cell lines that were 
created from the cells of aborted 
babies.” Furthermore, “there is no 

need to use ethically problematic 
cell lines to produce a COVID-19 
vaccine, or any vaccine, as other 
cell lines or processes that do not 
involve cells from abortions are 
available and are regularly being 
used,” the signers stated. 

“It is critically important that 
Americans have access to a vac-
cine that is produced ethically: 
no American should be forced to 
choose between being vaccinated 
against this potentially deadly vi-
rus and violating his or her con-
science.”



The residents at The 
Center of Family Love in 
Okarche have turned a 
less-than-desirable situa-
tion the past few months 

into an opportunity to shine.
The filter shop at the CFL em-

ploys 23 residents, and through 
the State Use Program, is con-
tracted with the state to provide 
air filters for all state agencies.

Despite the closure of the filter 
shop, residents have been able 
to continue to work safely, even 
embracing the changes that have 
come along with their new normal 
way of life. 

Because it is so important to the 
mission of the CFL to provide residents 
with continued opportunities to work, 
succeed and take pride in their accom-
plishments, filter production didn’t 
miss a beat.

As the first step in the process, the 
CFL committed to helping residents 
understand the severity of COVID-19, 
the importance of social distancing and 
how to take additional measures to 
protect themselves and others around 
them.

With the assistance of Vocational 
Director Stefanie Cotton, residents 
quickly transitioned to a “work from 
home” environment, allowing them 
to continue earning a paycheck while 
maintaining a six-foot distance from 
fellow residents. 

Each morning, Cotton picks up sup-
plies from the filter shop and delivers 
them to residents in the group homes 
and intermediate care facility. She 
explained how the closure has allowed 
residents who have worked in the filter 
shop to teach the ones who have not, 
calling it a great team effort all the way 
around.

“Residents at the intermediate care 
facility have really come out of their 
shells and they are shining,” Cotton 
said. “It’s really exciting to see!”

Friendly competitions between the 
buildings at CFL and the other filter 
shops located in Kingfisher and El 
Reno have created a teamwork mind-
set among the residents. According to 
Executive Director Debbie Espinosa, 
other residents who can no longer 
work have pitched in to help with pro-
duction.

“We have been able to meet the 
demands more quickly than we did 
before, so we are working ahead of 
schedule for our monthly clients,” she 
said.

In addition to making filters, a few 
residents continue to work in Kristy 
Lyn’s Flowers & Gifts, watering plants 
and preparing flowers for Mother’s Day 
deliveries.

Center staff continue to keep res-
idents actively engaged and partici-
pating in activities in small groups, 
including exercise, horticulture and 
culinary arts. Residents grow their own 
herbs and vegetables and learn how to 
cook with them.

“I am amazed at how much we’ve 
been able to do with our residents 
while keeping them safe in their 
homes,” she said. “We never lost mo-
mentum! From day one we allowed our 
residents to continue working, even 
though that looks different. We are still 
giving them a purpose.”

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Okarche center residents keep businesses 
going from home

Clockwise: Laura, Ashlye and Cassie 
making filters from home. Photos provided.

David working on filters at The Center of Family Love in Okarche. 
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COVID-19, beards and a new normal
Real Life Disciples

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

You have to be grateful for 
humor, especially during a time 
like this. One online joke I’ve seen 
going around is the “COVID 19,” 
which is a reference to the amount 
of weight gained during the period 
of quarantine. Evidently, I’m not 
alone in putting on a few unwant-
ed pounds directly connected to 
the nightly baking experiments 
my children keep coming up with. 
It feels like we are in a perpetual 
Christmas break that never ends. 
No more cookies kids – I can’t af-
ford 19 extra pounds!

I also know I’m not alone in 
sporting a new beard. I’m seeing 
them everywhere. Several weeks 
away from the office led to letting 
up on shaving. What started as 
“I’m not shaving until I can receive 
the Eucharist again,” has turned 
into a nice comment from my wife, 
“I kind of like a beard on you.” 

Over time, though, the new 
beard has become more symbolic 
for me. Every time I look in a mir-
ror, I am reminding myself that on 
the other side of all this I want to 
be better. Not just a return to my 
old normal or, even less desirable, 
be worse off. Instead, I want to be 
stronger, in a better place, and 
better off for having gone through 
this challenging time – a new nor-
mal. 

Through years of youth and 
young adult ministry and coun-

seling, I have learned about what 
experts call the development and 
resolution of a crisis. This hap-
pens when someone has a series 
of stressful events that leaves 
them somewhat off balance and 
struggling to cope. At some point, 
coping methods fail and they can 
spiral into a full crisis, everything 
from grasping for other ways to 
cope to losing hope altogether 
and even struggling with suicidal 
thoughts. 

What I find most interesting, 
though, with the whole theory of 
a crisis is what happens on the 
other side. There are typically 
four possible outcomes discussed: 
1) suicide or death for those 
who succumb to despair; 2) a 
“mal-adaptive” resolution for those 
who get through the crisis, but 
end up diminished in some way or 
worse off than they were before; 
3) a “restoration” resolution for 
those who get through the crisis 
and return to their “old normal” or 
former coping methods; and 4) an 
“adaptive” resolution for those who 
get through the crisis and emerge 
better off for having gone through 
it. That’s what I’m talking about 
when I say a new normal!

I saw a great blog post recently 
entitled “Let’s Not Let This Pan-
demic Go to Waste!” It was picking 
up a very similar theme to what 
I’m talking about. No one started 

the new year planning on a global 
pandemic, no one was planning 
for a six-week shut down and all 
the financial realities that follow. 
This just happened, completely 
out of our control. The question 
for us now is how are we going to 
react? Or better, how are we going 
to adapt? Let’s not let this health 
crisis go to waste!

There’s something about hard-
ship, difficulty and trial that is 
all part of the spiritual journey. 
The ability to embrace it when it 
happens is what helps us grow 
and sharpen and refine our char-
acter and virtue. Saint Paul says, 
“We are afflicted in every way, but 
not crushed; perplexed, but not 
driven to despair; persecuted, but 
not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed; always carrying in the 
body the death of Jesus, so that 
the life of Jesus also may be made 
visible in our bodies. For while we 
live, we always are being given up 
to death for Jesus’ sake, so that 
the life of Jesus may be made 
visible in our mortal flesh” (II Cor. 
4:8-11).

And, in Romans, he says, “Who 
will separate us from the love of 
Christ? Will hardship or distress 
or persecution or famine or na-
kedness or peril or sword? No, in 
all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved 
us. For I am convinced that nei-

ther death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:35, 
37-39).

These are indeed tough times, 
but that can be good for us. I 
want to encourage you – be strong 
in the face of this pandemic! Be 
filled with hope! And, be inten-
tional about what you hope to 
look like on the other side. Don’t 
settle for “restoration” or worse a 
“mal-adaptive” outcome.

Take advantage of this time 
for training – more prayer, more 
study, more planning, more dig-
ging into relationships, even if that 
means using things like Zoom. 
How is God wanting to use this 
time to help you grow closer to 
him? How is he wanting you to be-
come a stronger disciple? Say “yes” 
to all he is inviting you to. Let’s 
emerge stronger!

Please consider a gift in your WIll. Learn more about supporting your parish, 
school or other ministry with a gift in your WIll. Visit archokc.org/giftplanning 

How Will you
be remembered?

Help support your Catholic community in a meaningful way!

“A Year with Mary” is a great book for those look-
ing for a book on devotion of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. I have used this book for years. I have tried 
to find a book on Marian devotion, but cannot find 
one that equals this one. 

Paul Thigpen has compiled 
this book from various sourc-
es that reflect on Mary. Some 
of these sources are hom-
ilies or other devotionals/
prayers connected with Mary. 
Thigpen’s main source is Saint Alphonsus Ligu-
ori’s book “The Glories of Mary.” Saint Alphon-
sus’ book is a classic and Thigpen uses another 
classic “True Devotion to Mary” by Saint Louis de 
Montfort. He also uses the works of Saint John 
Henry Newman, Saint Bernard, Saint John of 
Damascus, Church Fathers, popes, saints and 
some notable lay Catholics.

Thigpen covers all kinds of topics and subjects 
related to Mary; like the Annunciation, the Nativ-
ity, the Presentation, the Resurrection, the As-
sumption, the Rosary and Marian feast days. He 
discusses the humility of Mary, the innocence of 
Mary, people’s devotion to Mary, and how people 
should live their lives after the example of Jesus 
and Mary.

Thigpen’s plan for this book is: A date, title of 
topic, short introduction to the reading and au-
thor, the actual entry that varies in length but 

usually is a page long, this is followed by reflec-
tions or meditative questions and finishes with a 
prayer that could be by a saint or a quote from 
Scripture. The book has no index or bibliography. 
It does have very short biographies of the authors. 
The Scripture quotes are from the second edition 
of The Revised Standard Version of the Bible.

The majority of the entries 
are from Saint Alphonsus’ 
“The Glories of Mary.” Saint 
Alphonsus quotes from var-
ious Church Fathers, saints 
and popes. In this way the 
reader receives information 
from a variety of sources. I 
love this aspect of this book.

I wish this book was ar-
ranged according to the cal-
endar, especially the liturgical 
calendar. The reader can start 

the book on any day of the calendar and proceed 
from there. The calendar issue is the only thing I 
do not like about this book, but other than that 
I love this book and as I have said I have used it 
for years and have not found a better book of its 
sort. I actually use the e-book version of it, which 
is with some of my other spiritual reading books. I 
highly recommend this book to those looking for a 
devotional book on Mary. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., from Saint Gregory’s Ab-
bey, is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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Our wedding feast with Christ!
The Eucharist is the heart of the book of Revelation

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

Christ is our groom. We the baptized, the 
universal Church, are the bride who despite all 
our sins and imperfections have been washed 
back to purity by Christ, the word made flesh 
and Lamb of God. 

Together we are an inseparable couple, one 
body, united by love into one unique reality. 
The history of Christ and his Church is a love 
story filled with passion, pain, sacrifice, new 
life all bound together in transcendent love. A 
love that becomes a feast. A feast that is our 
eucharistic celebration, the Mass, where we 
forever give thanks for his infinite life-giving 
love.

Ephesians 5: 25-32, begins to speak of this 
sublime truth:

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
loved the Church and handed himself over for 
her to sanctify her, cleansing her by the bath of 
water with the word, that he might present to 
himself the Church in splendor, without spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be 
holy and without blemish. So, also, husbands 
should love their wives as their own bodies. 
He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one 
hates his own flesh but rather nourishes and 
cherishes it, even as Christ does the Church, 
because we are members of his body. ‘For this 
reason, a man shall leave his father and his 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh.’ This is a great mys-
tery, but I speak in reference to Christ and the 
Church.”

Every married couple who strive to live the 
sacrament of matrimony is a sign and symbol 
to the whole community of faith of the insep-
arable loving and life-giving marriage between 
Christ and his bride, the Church. I am speak-
ing of all of us, we are Christ’s bride. As the 

previous scripture verse stated, “This is a great 
mystery, but I speak in reference to Christ and 
the Church.”

When the Book of Revelation, aka the Apoca-
lypse, speaks of the wedding feast of the lamb 
it is speaking about the Eucharist, the Mass, 
our wedding feast with Christ, the Lamb of 
God!

Revelation 19: 7-9, state this clearly: 
“‘Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glo-

ry. For the wedding day of the lamb has come, 
his bride has made herself ready. She was 
allowed to wear a bright, clean linen garment.’ 
(The linen represents the righteous deeds of the 
holy ones.) Then, the angel said to me, ‘Write 
this: Blessed are those who have been called 
to the wedding feast of the lamb.’ And he said 
to me, ‘These words are true; they come from 
God.’”

Our marriage to the Lamb of God is renewed 
and consummated again and again at every 
Mass.

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the lamb.”

And we respond:
“Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 

under my roof, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.”

As we approach the altar, the minister shows 
us our loving groom in all his glory and says 
“Body of Christ.” We who are hungry for love 
and mercy, hungry for God, hungry for the 
word, hungry for Christ say, “Amen.” 

The Church, the bride, all of the baptized 
present and living in a state of sanctifying 
grace, are once again reunited with our loving 
and life-giving groom Jesus Christ, really and 
truly alive and present under the appearances 

of bread 
and wine. 
Our sens-
es are de-
ceived but 
our hearts 
see a re-
ality that 
transcends 
the eyes.

The Revelation of John is beautifully divided 
into two parts. First the Liturgy of the Word 
with the reading of the scrolls at its’ center. 
Then, in Revelation 3:20 we hear, “Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, then I will enter 
his house and dine with him, and he with me.” 

This is the beginning of the second part of 
the Mass, the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the Last 
Supper, where we lovingly dine with our groom. 

Many verses in the Book of Revelation point 
toward the Mass and Jesus as the Lamb of 
God. In Rev. 8:3, we see an altar; Rev. 1:12 
mentions the candles; Rev. 4:4 speaks about 
the elders/priests that are present in white 
robes; Rev. 4:8 has the Holy, Holy, Holy, and 
there is much, much more. But, our commu-
nion, our receiving Christ, the Lamb of God 
and our groom, is the triumph of love.

We have nothing to fear when we are one 
with Christ, the Lamb of God, the Eucharist.

“…the lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord 
of lords and king of kings, and those with him 
are called, chosen and faithful” (Rev. 17:14).

After Mass has ended, visit Jesus, the Lamb 
of God, in the tabernacle and give thanks for 
Holy Communion and once again say “I love 
you” to your groom. Give him thanks for the 
beautiful wedding feast. Amen. 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,
Queen of the Angels 

and Mother of the Americas.
We fly to you today as your 

beloved children.
We ask you to intercede 

for us with your Son, as you 
did at the wedding in Cana.
Pray for us, loving Mother,

and gain for our nation and world, 
and for all our families and loved 
ones, the protection of your holy 

angels, that we may be spared the 
worst of this illness.

For those already afflicted,
we ask you to obtain the 

grace of healing and deliverance.
Hear the cries of those who 
are vulnerable and fearful,
wipe away their tears and 

help them to trust.
In this time of trial and testing,
teach all of us in the Church
 to love one another and to be

patient and kind.
Help us to bring the peace 
of Jesus to our land and to 

our hearts. 
We come to you with 

confidence, knowing that you 
truly are our compassionate 

mother, health of the sick and 
cause of our joy. 

Shelter us under the mantle of your 
protection, keep us in the embrace 

of your arms, help us always to 
know the love of your Son, Jesus. 

Amen.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Carta de los Obispos Anunciando la 
Reanudación de Misas Públicas en Oklahoma

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

6 de mayo de 2020
Miércoles de la Cuarta Semana de Pascua

Queridos Fieles Católicos de Oklahoma,

Nos han alentado las numerosas historias 
de fieles católicos dando testimonio de la 
presencia de Jesús a través de su pacien-
cia en el sufrimiento y en el bien que es-
tán haciendo por sus vecinos. ¡Gracias! Al 
mismo tiempo, todos estamos cansados   del 
aislamiento, las amenazas a la salud y las 
dificultades económicas. Durante esta época 
pascual, confiamos y tenemos seguridad en 
las palabras de Nuestro Señor: “¡Ánimo, no 
teman, que soy yo!”

Después de que los Apóstoles vivieran la 
impactante crucifixión de su querido amigo y 
maestro, todo lo que creían saber con certe-
za se vio interrumpido y temieron por lo que 
vendría después. Después del triunfo de la 
Resurrección, encontraron alegría en la fe 
que compartían en Cristo Resucitado. En su 
época de miedo e incertidumbre, Jesús vino 
a ellos.

Después de su Ascensión al cielo, estos 
discípulos todavía tímidos se reunieron para 
celebrar Pentecostés en la misma habitación 
en Jerusalén en la que habían compartido la 
Última Cena y la primera Eucaristía. Habían 
compartido su sufrimiento y ahora com-
partían la esperanza en la gloria de Cristo 
Resucitado. Jesús había prometido que el 
Padre derramaría su propio Espíritu sobre 
ellos para guiarlos, dirigirlos y protegerlos a 
través de todas las pruebas y tribulaciones.

El don del Espíritu Santo nos asegura 
la presencia continua de Dios en nuestras 
vidas. No importa la circunstancia, él está 
con nosotros. Quizás el mayor sacrificio para 
los fieles laicos en estos últimos meses ha 
sido el ayuno del cuerpo, la sangre, el alma 
y la divinidad de Cristo dado a nosotros en 
su presencia real en la Eucaristía. Oramos 
para que, en este tiempo de ayuno eucarísti-
co, Dios los haya bendecido con un hambre 

profunda por esta comunión con Jesús y con 
todos los miembros de su Cuerpo, la Iglesia.

Para recordar la fidelidad de Dios y prepa-
rarnos para celebrar el nacimiento de nues-
tra amada Iglesia en Pentecostés, hemos 
decidido reanudar la celebración pública de 
la Misa en Oklahoma durante la semana del 
18 de mayo y reanudar la Misa Dominical el 
23 y 24 de mayo.

Debido a la naturaleza sin precedentes de 
estos desafíos, procederemos con precau-
ción. La dispensa de la obligación de asistir a 
Misa y la práctica de Misas transmitidas en 
vivo se mantendrán para cualquier persona 
que desee esperar más tiempo antes de re-
gresar al culto público. Estamos lidiando con 
una amenaza invisible a la vida de las perso-
nas, un virus que nuestros médicos y científ-
icos más brillantes aún están luchando por 
entender. La tentación siempre presente en 
nuestra cultura estadounidense es querer 
soluciones inmediatas y actuar rápidamente, 
porque queremos lo que queremos y lo quer-
emos ahora. Como Iglesia, debemos proceder 
con más deliberación. 

Fundamentados sobre la orientación de lí-
deres cívicos y autoridades de salud pública, 
así como en consulta con profesionales médi-
cos locales, un grupo de trabajo compuesto 
por sacerdotes y laicos, y los Consejos Pres-
biterales de ambas diócesis, estamos emi-
tiendo la “Línea de Tiempo y Procedimientos 
para la Reanudación de la Misa Pública y 
Vida Sacramental”, que estará vigente tanto 
en la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City como 
en la Diócesis de Tulsa y el Éste de Oklaho-
ma hasta nuevo aviso. 

Los procedimientos y el cronograma brin-
dan precauciones generales, como el lim-
itar el número de feligreses en cada Misa y 
pautas para la distribución de la comunión, 
al tiempo que brindan flexibilidad a cada 
parroquia y sacerdote para determinar qué 
funciona mejor para su comunidad.

Continuaremos monitoreando la crisis de 
salud y ajustaremos la implementación de 

los procedimientos según sea necesario. El 
lavado frecuente de manos y el distancia-
miento social siguen siendo precauciones 
vitales para retrasar la propagación de esta 
enfermedad. Además, nuestros pastores 
aprenderán de usted y de los demás a medi-
da que se implementen estas pautas, aju-
stando los procedimientos de acuerdo con lo 
que vayan aprendiendo. Así como los laicos 
se han sacrificado con su ayuno eucarísti-
co, los sacerdotes se han sacrificado por su 
inhabilidad de proporcionar a los fieles este 
banquete celestial y celebrar los sacramentos 
con ellos. Anhelan volver a ver los rostros de 
sus feligreses.

Alentamos a los fieles a rezar la Novena al 
Espíritu Santo en preparación para Pente-
costés con la intención particular de pedirle 
al Espíritu Santo que guíe, dirija y proteja a 
la Iglesia en Oklahoma en medio de estos ti-
empos peligrosos a medida que comencemos 
a celebrar nuevamente la Misa pública. 

Ya sea separados por un virus o reunidos 
en comunidad, seguimos siendo hermanos y 
hermanas en Cristo.

Es en la oscuridad cuando él comienza a 
surgir. ¡Ven, Espíritu Santo!

Sinceramente suyos en Cristo,

 
Reverendísimo Paul S. Coakley
Arzobispo de la Ciudad de Oklahoma

 
Reverendísimo David A. Konderla
Obispo de Tulsa y el Éste de Oklahoma 

Ven, Espíritu Santo, 
Llena los corazones de tus fieles y enciende 

en ellos el fuego de tu amor.
Envía, Señor, tu Espíritu. 

Que renueve la faz de la Tierra. 
Oh Dios, que llenaste los corazones de tus

fieles con la luz del Espíritu Santo; concédenos que,
guiados por el mismo Espíritu, sintamos con rectitud y 

gocemos siempre de tu consuelo.
Por Jesucristo Nuestro Señor. 

Amén

archokc.org/holyspiritnovena

Cristo es nuestro novio. Los bautizados, la 
Iglesia universal, somos la novia que, a pesar 
de todos nuestros pecados e imperfecciones, ha 
sido devuelta a la pureza por Cristo, la Palabra 
hecha Carne y Cordero de Dios.

Juntos somos una pareja inseparable, un 
solo cuerpo, unidos en su amor, en una nueva 
realidad única y exclusiva. La historia de Cristo 
y su Iglesia es una historia de amor llena de 
pasión, dolor, sacrificio, vida nueva, todo esto 
unido en un amor trascendente. Un amor que 
se convierte en fiesta. Una fiesta que es nues-
tra celebración Eucarística, la Misa, donde 
siempre damos gracias por su infinito amor 
que nos da vida.

Efesios 5: 25-32, comienza a hablar de esta 
verdad sublime:

“Maridos, amen a sus esposas como Cris-
to amó a la Iglesia y se entregó a sí mismo 
por ella. Y después de bañarla en el agua y la 
Palabra para purificarla, la hizo santa, pues 
quería darse a sí mismo una Iglesia radiante, 
sin mancha ni arruga ni nada parecido, sino 
santa e inmaculada. Así deben también los 
maridos amar a sus esposas como aman a sus 
propios cuerpos: amar a la esposa es amarse 
a sí mismo. Y nadie aborrece su cuerpo; al 
contrario, lo alimenta y lo cuida. Y eso es justa-
mente lo que Cristo hace por la Iglesia, pues 
nosotros somos miembros de su cuerpo. La 
Escritura dice: ‘Por eso dejará el hombre a su 
padre y a su madre para unirse con su espo-
sa y los dos formarán un solo ser.’ Es éste un 
misterio muy grande, pues lo refiero a Cristo y 
a la Iglesia.” 

Cada pareja casada, que se esfuerza por vivir 
el sacramento del matrimonio, es un signo y 
un símbolo para toda la comunidad de fe del 
inseparable matrimonio, lleno de amor y vida, 
entre Cristo y su novia que somos nosotros, la 
Iglesia. ¡Sí, estoy hablando de todos nosotros! 
Nosotros somos la novia de Cristo. Como decía 

el versículo anterior de las Escrituras: “Es éste 
un misterio muy grande, pues lo refiero a Cris-
to y a la Iglesia.”

Cuando el libro de Apocalipsis, también con-
ocido como Revelación, nos habla de la fiesta 
de bodas del cordero, Nos está hablando de la 
Eucaristía, la Misa, nuestra fiesta de bodas con 
Cristo, ¡el Cordero Santo de Dios!

Apocalipsis 19: 7-9, nos dice esto claramente:
“‘Alegrémonos, regocijémonos démosle hon-

or y gloria, porque han llegado las bodas del 
Cordero. Su esposa se ha engalanado, la han 
vestido de lino fino, deslumbrante de blancura.’ 
(El lino son las buenas acciones de los santos.) 
Después el ángel me dijo: ‘Escribe: Felices los 
que han sido invitados al banquete de bodas 
del Cordero.’ Y añadió: ‘Estas son palabras ver-
daderas de Dios.’” 

Nuestro matrimonio con el Cordero de Dios 
se renueva y se consuma una y otra vez en 
cada Misa.

“He aquí el Cordero de Dios, que quita el 
pecado del mundo. Dichosos los invitados al 
banquete del Señor.” 

Y nosotros respondemos:
“Señor, no soy digno de que vengas a mí, 

pero una palabra tuya bastará para sanarme.”
Cuando nos acercamos al altar, el ministro 

nos muestra a nuestro novio lleno de amor en 
toda su gloria y dice “Cuerpo de Cristo”. Los 
que tenemos hambre de amor y misericordia, 
hambre de Dios, hambre de la Palabra, hambre 
de Cristo, decimos: “¡Amén!”.

La Iglesia, la novia, todos los presentes bau-
tizados y viviendo en un estado de gracia santi-
ficante, libres de todo pecado mortal, se reúnen 
una vez más con Jesucristo, nuestro novio lle-
no de amor y vida, real y verdaderamente vivo 
y presente bajo las apariencias de pan y vino. 
Nuestros sentidos nos están engañando, pero 
nuestros corazones ven una divina realidad 
que trasciende lo que nuestros ojos y nuestro 

paladar 
puedan 
percibir.

La Rev-
elación de 
Juan está 
bellamente 
dividida en 
dos partes. 
Primero, 
la Liturgia de la Palabra con la lectura de los 
rollos en su centro. Luego, en Apocalipsis 3:20 
escuchamos: “Mira que estoy a la puerta y lla-
mo: si uno escucha mi voz y me abre, entraré 
en su casa y comeré con él y él conmigo.”

Este es el comienzo de la segunda parte de 
la Misa, la Liturgia de la Eucaristía, la Última 
Cena, donde cenamos con amor con nuestro 
novio. 

Muchos versículos en el Apocalipsis apun-
tan hacia la Misa y a Jesús como el Cordero 
de Dios. En Apocalipsis 8: 3, vemos un altar; 
Apocalipsis 1:12 menciona las velas; Apocalip-
sis 4: 4 habla sobre los ancianos o sea los 
presbíteros o sacerdotes que están presentes 
en túnicas blancas; Apocalipsis 4: 8 tiene el 
Santo, Santo, Santo, y hay mucho, mucho 
más.” Nuestra comunión, nuestro recibir a 
Cristo, el Cordero de Dios y nuestro novio, es el 
triunfo del amor. 

No tenemos nada que temer cuando esta-
mos unidos a, en común-unión con, Cristo, el 
Cordero de Dios, la Eucaristía.

“… el Cordero los vencerá, porque es Señor 
de señores y Rey de reyes, y con él vencerán los 
suyos, los llamados y elegidos y que se man-
tienen fieles.” (Apoc. 17:14).

Después de que termine la Misa, visite a 
Jesús, el Cordero de Dios, en el sagrario y dele 
gracias por la Sagrada Comunión y una vez 
más dile “Te amo” a tu novio. Dale gracias por 
la hermosa fiesta de bodas. Amén. 
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¡Nuestra fiesta de bodas con Cristo!
La Eucaristía es el corazón del libro del Apocalipsis

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Se lanza Servicio para 
Informar sobre Abusos de 
Obispos Católicos

El nuevo servicio para 
Informar sobre Abusos de 
Obispos Católicos se lanzó 
el 16 de marzo. El servicio 
de informes de terceras par-
tes es responsable de recibir 
denuncias de abuso sexual 
contra obispos actuales o 
retirados en los Estados 
Unidos. Se pueden realizar 
denuncias al número gra-
tuito (800) 276-1562 o en 
línea en reportbishopabuse.
org. La parte informante 
puede optar por perman-
ecer en el anonimato. Para 
obtener más información, 
vaya en línea a archokc.
org/clergyabusereport. Para 
denunciar el abuso por 
parte del clero, voluntarios 
o empleados de la iglesia 
y la escuela, llame al (405) 
720-9878. Si un niño está 
en peligro inmediato, llame 
al 9-1-1.

Recursos Relacionados 
con el Coronavirus

Caridades Católicas
catholiccharitiesok.org  

Comisión de Seguridad de 
Empleo de Oklahoma
Beneficios para desempleados
oesc.ok.gov 

Cobertura del Seguro de Salud
healthcare.gov

2-1-1 Recursos en línea de 
Oklahoma
211oklahoma.org/findhelp/index.
htm

Salud Mental de Oklahoma, 
exámenes 
heartlineoklahoma.org

Departamento de Salud del 
Estado de Oklahoma
coronavirus.health.ok.gov

Cheque de estímulo/alivio fiscal
irs.gov/coronavirus-tax-
relief-and-economic-impact-
payments

Asistencia financiera para 
Veteranos - penfedfoundation.
org/apply-for-assistance

Programa de Asistencia, Pro 
Bono (Gratuito), de la 
Universidad de la Ciudad de 
Oklahoma para casos de 
Desalojo - 
(405) 208-5207

Banco de Comida
Banco Regional de Alimentos de 
Oklahoma - regionalfoodbank.org
Iglesias locales
Escuelas públicas locales
Despensa de la Hermana BJ - 
srbjpantry.com

Sociedades de San Vicente de 
Paúl
Altus - Príncipe de la Paz - 
(580) 482-3367
Clinton - Santa María - 
(580) 323-0345
Duncan - Asunción - 
(580) 255-0590
Harrah / McLoud
Santa Teresa de Ávila/San Vicente 
de Paúl - (405) 343-2938; 
(405) 964-5606
Lawton

Santísimo Sacramento - 
(580) 355-7837
Sagrada Familia - (580) 704-8012
Midwest City – San Felipe Neri - 
(405) 741-0967
Moore - San Andrés - 
(405) 314-0414
Mustang - Espíritu Santo - 
(405) 367-3433
Norman
San José - (405) 701-3693
San Marcos - (405) 366-8070
Santo Tomás Más - 
(405) 329-5372
Ciudad de Oklahoma
Corpus Christi - (405) 239-2804
Epifanía - (405) 722-2110
San Carlos Borromeo - 
(405) 445-0414
San Eugenio - (405) 751-7115
San Francisco de Asís - 
(405) 528-0485, Ext. 57
Santiago el Mayor - 
(405) 594-2307
Purcell - Nuestra Señora de la 
Victoria - (405) 595-1087
Weatherford - San Eugenio - 
(580) 772-3209
Yukón - San Juan Nepomuceno - 
(405) 354-2743
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Briefs
Please contact event or meeting 

organizers before attending.

Archbishop Coakley online Mass 
Tuesdays

Join Archbishop Coakley for 
online daily Mass each Tuesday 
livestreamed. Watch the Mass at 
archokc.org/live or on Facebook 
Live on the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City Facebook page.

COVID-19 information, online 
Mass list

Find a list of online daily and 
Sunday Masses, prayers, an act 
of spiritual communion and other 
resources related to the quaran-
tines and coronavirus at archokc.
org/health.

Support your parish
Even though public Masses are 

suspended, parishes and priests 
still need financial support from 
parishioners. Find online giving 
links and mailing addresses for 
your parish at archokc.org/parish-
giving. 

Bishop Abuse Reporting service 
The new Catholic Bishop Abuse 
Reporting service launched on 
March 16. The third-party report-
ing service is responsible for re-
ceiving allegations of sexual abuse 
against current or retired bishops 
in the United States. Allegations 
can be made to the toll-free num-
ber (800) 276-1562 or online at 
reportbishopabuse.org. The re-
porting party can choose to remain 
anonymous. For more information, 

go online to archokc.org/clergy-
abusereport. To report abuse by 
clergy, volunteers or church and 
school employees, call (405) 720-
9878. If a child is in immediate 
danger, call 9-1-1. 

Study guides available! 
Archbishop Coakley encourages 

all clergy and lay people to spend 
time studying the latest pastoral 
letter, “Go Make Disciples! Build-
ing a Culture of Conversion and 
Discipleship for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City” with the help 
of new study guides in English 
and Spanish. The letter and pas-
toral plan lay out the vision for 
the archdiocese through 2030. 
Find the pastoral letter and study 
guides at archokc.org/Vision2030.

Become a seminarian pen pal!
Our seminarians are away from 

home for months at a time during 
their formation. While at seminary, 
they would like to hear from peo-
ple back home in Oklahoma! To 
become a Seminarian Pen Pal, go 
online to archokc.org/penpal, find 
their addresses and write a note.

Deacon formation program
The application period is open 

for the Permanent Deacon Class 
of 2025. To apply, meet with the 
pastor at the parish where you are 
registered. The pastor will request 
an application be e-mailed to you. 
Complete application and provide 
supporting documents; e-mail 
completed application as instructed 
in the packet for review and assess-

ment. Applications will be accepted 
through May 29. E-mail questions 
to nmejstrik@archokc.org.

Catholic young adults of OKC 
Open to all young adults (ages 

18-39, married or single) in the 
archdiocese. Visit the Facebook 
page (Catholic Young Adults of 
OKC) for information or e-mail 
info@catholicyoungadultsokc.com.

The Wild Goose reflections
Archbishop Coakley invites you 

to reacquaint yourself with the Holy 
Spirit through a seven-week video 
reflection by The Ministry of the 
Wild Goose. The videos will help 
guide you through the Easter sea-
son to Pentecost. To receive weekly 
text message reminders with links 
to the recommended Wild Goose 
videos, text WGOKC to 84576. Visit 
archokc.org/wildgoose.

Memorial Day Masses  
Due to the pandemic and to pro-

tect the health of those in atten-
dance, the annual Memorial Day 
Masses celebrated by Archbishop 
Coakley and Archbishop Emeritus 
Beltran at Resurrection Memorial 
Cemetery have been cancelled.  

Memorial Day celebration
Everyone is invited to the an-

nual Memorial Day Celebration 
Mass at St. Patrick Cemetery at 
10 a.m. May 25 on the north side 
of N.W. 234/Sorghum Mill Road 
between Council Road and County 
Line. There will be a potluck meal 
after Mass. Plates, utensils, paper 

supplies, tea and water, tables 
and some chairs will be furnished. 
Take a portable chair, food to 
share and help celebrate and re-
member those who have died.

Archbishop’s Pentecost Vigil 
Mass

A Vigil Mass for the Feast of 
Pentecost with Archbishop Coak-
ley will be at 5 p.m. May 30. The 
Mass will be live-streamed. Join 
in prayer for a greater outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit and a New 
Pentecost in the archdiocese. Text 
PENTECOSTNOVENA to 84576 or 
visit archokc.flocknote.com/No-
vena2020 to receive daily prayers 
leading up to Pentecost. Prayers 
also available at www.archokc.org/
devotion-to-the-holy-spirit.

Sidewalk advocates
Are you interested in becoming 

a peaceful and prayerful sidewalk 
advocate? Contact Julie Lewis at 
norman@golifemobilemedical.com. 
Find more information at side-
walkadvocates.org.

Gospel of Life School
The Gospel of Life Disciples 

present “Dedicate Yourself to 
Discipleship: Encounter Christ 
through prayer, study, community 
and service.” The summer session 
is June-August and fall session is 
September-December. Contact Jim 
Armour at (405) 278-6659, jim@
gospeloflifedisciples.org.

To see more briefs, go online to 
www.archokc.org/briefs.

Teachers – Ponca City
St. Mary Catholic School in 

Ponca City is seeking teachers 
for Pre-K (3-year-old class M, 
W, F), second grade and fourth 
grade. Competitive pay and ben-
efits. Christian environment with 
smaller class sizes. Oklahoma 
certification required. Contact 
(580) 765-4387, sarah.hunsaker@
smsponcacity.org.

Math/engineering instructor - 
OKC

Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School has an opening for 
a mathematics/engineering in-
structor in the STEM department. 
The successful candidate would 
be responsible for teaching sec-
tions of Principles of Engineering, 
Pre-Calculus, and STEM II; as well 
as coaching the First Tech Chal-
lenge Robotics team. For the full 
job description and to apply, visit 
www.bmchs.org/employment.

REACH instructor - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School has an opening for a 
REACH instructor. Responsible for 
implementing an academic support 
program for students. Must be cer-
tified in special education. For the 
full job description and to apply, 

visit www.bmchs.org/employment.

Middle school math/theology 
teacher - OKC

St. James the Greater Catholic 
School, Oklahoma City, is ac-
cepting applications for a middle 
school math/theology teacher for 
the 2020-2021 school year. Should 
hold a bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion with state teaching certifica-
tion in the desired teaching area. 
Send resume, cover letter and 
copy of teaching certificate to Ali-
cia Vazquez, principal, 1224 S.W. 
41st, Oklahoma City, OK 73109 
or avazquez@stjames-catholic.
org. Download teacher application 
packet at archokc.org/careers. 

Middle school administrator - 
OKC

Christ the King Catholic School 
is interviewing middle school 
administrative applicants for the 
2020-2021 school year. A bache-
lor’s degree in secondary educa-
tion and a state teaching certifi-
cate required. Secondary teaching 
experience required and admin-
istrative experience preferred. 
Send resume, cover letter to Amy 
Feighny, Christ the King School, 
1905 Elmhurst Ave., Oklahoma 
City 73120 or afeighny@ckschool.

com. Download teacher application 
packet at archokc.org/careers.

Special education teacher - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is looking for an educator to 
work with students in the SOAR 
(Supplemental Opportunities for 
Academic Readiness) program. A 
bachelor’s degree in education is 
necessary along with special edu-
cation certification. Send resume, 
cover letter to Amy Feighny, Christ 
the King School, 1905 Elmhurst 
Ave., Oklahoma City 73120 or 
afeighny@ckschool.com. Down-
load teacher application packet at 
archokc.org/careers.

Teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catho-

lic School in Edmond is accepting 
applications for teachers for the 
2020-2021 school year. A bache-
lor’s degree in education with state 
teaching certification in the de-
sired teaching area a must. Send 
resume, cover letter and copy 
of teaching certificate to Laura 
Gallagher, principal, St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, P.O. Box 510, Edmond 
73083 or lgallagher@seasok.org. 
Download teacher application 
packet at archokc.org/careers. No 
phone calls please.

Attorney - OKC 
Catholic Charities is seeking an 

attorney to provide legal services 
to low-income individuals. The 
attorney is primarily responsible 
for assessing individuals’ eligibility 
for immigration relief and repre-
senting individuals before USCIS 
and the immigration court. This 
position may supervise office staff 
and volunteers. Candidate must 
be a member in good standing of 
the bar of any state (Oklahoma 
State Bar preferred); and be fluent 
in the reading, writing and speak-
ing of Spanish. One to two years of 
immigration law experience pre-
ferred, but willing to train the right 
candidate. Send resume and cover 
letter to Sara Bobbitt at sbobbitt@
ccaokc.org. 

Catapult teachers needed
Catapult Learning works in 

partnership with the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City to provide 
instructional intervention services 
to students, while coordinating 
efforts with school personnel and 
conferencing with parents and 
teachers. Various positions are 
available such as teachers, coun-
selors and instructional coaches. 
Visit catapultlearning.com/careers 
to learn more.

Jobs Box
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May

Fifth Sunday of Easter.

Feast of Sts. Nereus and 
Achilleus.

Archbishop Coakley’s Daily 

Jobs Box
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
executive director

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking an executive director 
for the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine. 
This position is responsible for 
the operation of the shrine, which 
is under construction in Oklaho-
ma City. Duties include leading 
the planning and execution of all 
business and operational aspects 
of the shrine; providing executive 
leadership for lay employees and 
contractors supporting the shine; 
strategic planning for the facili-
ties, programs, resource develop-
ment and outreach; serving as the 
assistant secretary of the board of 
directors for the shrine corpora-
tion as a non-voting member; and 
promotion of pilgrimages and other 
activities that will take place on the 
campus. Must be a faithful Catho-
lic who is active in parish life and 
forms life around the teachings of 
the Church; possess a bachelor’s 
degree from an accredited institu-
tion of higher education (a master’s 

degree in business or other disci-
pline using analytical processes 
preferred); five years in executive 
leadership with complete financial 
responsibility; demonstrated ability 
to provide oversight to staff and 
volunteers. Experience in shrine 
leadership preferred. Bilingual in 
Spanish strongly preferred. Send 
inquiries and resumes to nlargent@
archokc.org.

Principal - Okarche
Holy Trinity in Okarche is seek-

ing a principal for the 2020-2021 
school year. Holy Trinity has 101 
students in PreK-3 through eighth 
grade. The qualified applicant 
must be a practicing Catholic 
and have a minimum five years of 
teaching experience. Administra-
tive experience preferred. Salary 
and benefits will be commensurate 
with experience and archdiocesan 
guidelines. Position effective July 
1. Contact the Office of the Super-
intendent, P.O. Box 32180, OKC 
73123 or call (405) 721-4202.

Science teacher - OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking an advanced sci-
ence high school teaching position, 
beginning 2020-2021 school year. 
Courses include AP physics C, 
honors anatomy and AP physics I. 
Possible coaching positions avail-
able as well as extra-curricular 
clubs and organizations. Certifi-
cation required. Send resume to 
Talita DeNegri at tdenegri@mount-
stmary.org.

Principal - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City is seeking a princi-
pal for the 2020-2021 school year. 
Must be a practicing Catholic and 
an outstanding educator with a 
minimum of five years teaching ex-
perience. Administrative experience 
and bilingual in Spanish preferred. 
Applicants are expected to meet 
archdiocesan requirements. Salary 
and benefits will be commensurate 
with experience and archdiocesan 
guidelines. Position effective July 

1. Contact the Office of the Super-
intendent, P.O. Box 32180, OKC 
73123 or call (405) 721-4202.

Parish secretary – Del City
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 

Church in Del City has an immedi-
ate opening for a part-time parish 
secretary. The hours are 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Monday through Friday. Abil-
ity to communicate and interface in 
a tactful and professional manner 
with the pastor and the members 
of the parish is required as well as 
the general public in person, by 
telephone and via e-mail. Advanced 
use of Microsoft Office software, 
including Word, Excel and parish 
database software required. Orga-
nizational efficiency, adaptability, 
time management and the ability 
to meet deadlines required. Send 
inquiries and resumes to nlargent@
archokc.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Troy Snow
918-798-0012

troy.snow@kofc.org
Councils: 775, 1677, 

7392, 10388, 
11194, 11633, 11959,

13313, 15834

Kevin Pierce
Regional Agency Executive Consultant

General Agent
SKC

Office: 877-707-0752
Cell: 405-514-7660

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Trey Welker
Assistant General Agent

MDRT, SKC
405-850-4092

trey.welker@kofc.org
Councils: 3220, 10822,

12669

Bobby Stevens
SKC

405-534-0397
bobby.stevens@kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 3556,

4598, 5160, 5354, 
9901, 12108, 16048,

16214, 16367

Chad McAuliff
MDRT, SKC

918-284-0685
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606,
9668, 9737, 13828

Lance Dufour
918-550-0886

lance.dufour@kofc.org
Councils: 962, 1302,

3167, 4519, 4804, 7395,
8433, 11734, 14220,
14248, 14448, 15785

Robert Blakely
405-243-8324

robert.blakely@kofc.org
Councils: 1038, 1044,

1533, 1537, 2974, 3113,
3309, 9334, 13366  

Devon Soukup
MDRT, SKC

405-505-6030
devon.soukup@kofc.org

Councils: 767, 3101,
5440, 5759, 6478, 

8633, 14744

Mike Maggio 
405-697-8820

michael.maggio@kofc.org
Councils: 916, 949, 1053,
1903, 3336, 4026, 4042, 
5266, 5396, 9333, 9583,

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley
405-570-2179

max.yardley@kofc.org
Councils: 4601, 6477,
8204, 12518, 12605

This could be you!
Career opportunities

available. 

Michael Dalby
405-638-1274

michael.dalby@kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,

2604, 4889, 5168, 
8523, 9900, 11648,

11909, 12819, 12382

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E • D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E • L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E • R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

*World's Most Ethical Companies® and Ethisphere® names and marks are registered trademarks of Ethisphere LLC.

Ethical

Ranked the #1 Knights of Columbus 
Agency in the Order in 

2015, 2017, 2018 and 2019.

Pierce Ethical Ad_12x8 2-20.qxp_Layout 1  2/20/20  3:16 PM  Page 1

Mass live. Watch at archokc.
org/live or on Facebook.

Feast of Our Lady of Fatima. 

Feast of St. Matthias.

Feast of St. Isidore.

Sixth Sunday of Easter.

Monthly Novena to The Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to Infant Jesus of Prague.
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St. Christopher Magallanes.
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for her university position.  
“Balancing the obligations of caring for these little ones while 

also dealing with the stress and worry over the spreading virus 
has left me feeling very depleted. It’s made worse by the church 
being closed, loss of the Holy Eucharist, and feeling as though I 
am very isolated spiritually as well as generally exhausted.” 

Her husband was still working away from home full-time. 
Roring relies on the Communion of Saints both living and de-
ceased to help her through these tough times. As Mother’s Day 
approached, she said she appreciates how invaluable her own 
mother has been with her love, support, example, hard work and 
prayers. 

She also remembers on this upcoming Mother’s Day, “My 
grandmother and my great aunt who were such a great influence 
on my faith and their devotion to Christ and his Blessed Mother, 
I try to honor them in my mothering.”    

She said she is grateful for fellowship she has with other 
moms, relying on Jesus and coffee.

Raquel Sanchez - Ada
Ten years ago, Raquel Sanchez, a parish-

ioner at Saint Joseph Catholic Church in 
Ada, was walking down the street, get-
ting exercise during her seventh month of 
pregnancy, when tragedy almost struck. A 
dog attacked her, causing a serious fall 

backwards. As she fell, she instantly knew 
there was going to be a severe injury, she 

screamed, “Blessed Mother, save my child.”  
She did have severe injuries to her back and spinal column, but 

no injuries to the child. Today, her daughter, Sulma Sanchez, is 
a healthy 10-year-old with a great devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, especially Our Lady of Guadalupe.  

When little Sulma was 4 weeks old, she seemed to recognize a 
picture of the Virgin of Guadalupe. When she was 2 years old, 
Sulma reported she had seen the “Lady” many times before.  

On this Mother’s Day, the family is thankful for the special 
blessings from Jesus and his Mother, Mary. Sulma’s goal is be-
come a nun after her graduation from high school.  

Mary Aglialoro - Sulphur
A parishioner of Saint Francis Catholic Church 
in Sulphur, Mary Aglialoro is a shy lady of 
92 years. She is in good health, lives inde-
pendently, lives alone and was married for 64 
years. Her husband passed away in 2017.  

Aglialoro follows Archbishop Coakley’s “Go 
Make Disciples” by being an evangelizer. Al-

though she is very reserved, she loves to speak 
about Jesus, the Blessed Mother, the angels 

and the saints.  
On a daily basis, she reads the Bible, prays the Rosary and 

watches daily Mass on EWTN. According to her daughter, Rosali-
na, “her devotion to Christ and the Blessed Mother always has-
been a perfect example of a mother for me and the parish of Saint 
Francis.” 

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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with 992 crypts inside and out-
side. That includes 528 single 
crypts and 231 companion crypts. 

The mausoleum will be adorned 
with artwork to comfort family and 
honor the deceased. The artwork 
includes a life size white Carre-
ra marble replica of The Pieta, the 
famous Michelangelo piece that 
features the body of Jesus on the 
lap of the Blessed Mother follow-
ing the crucifixion. Seid explained 
there will be two other mosaic 
images inside the chapel, includ-
ing depictions of the raising of 
Lazarus and the raising the son of 
the widow of Nain.  

“Inside the mausoleum there will 
be an altar where funeral Masses 
can be celebrated,” Seid said.

He also explained funeral Mass-
es inside of the chapel should 
comfortably seat 
70 people. 

Members of the 
cemetery board 
said they are ex-
cited about what 
Catholics and the 
rest of the public 
will see once the 
mausoleum is 
complete. 

“The new mauso-
leum will provide a 
beautiful building 
for families dealing 
with the loss of a 
loved one,” board 
member Jim Connelly said. “The Pieta, being 
sculpted in Italy, will be spectacular inside the 
center of the facility. This will make Catholics 
in our archdiocese proud.”

Resurrection Memorial Cemetery began 
serving Catholics and others in 1960. In the 
past 60 years, some 20,000 services have 
been held at the cemetery, Seid said, including 
interments, inurnments or entombments.

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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