
OKLAHOMA CITY – Arch-
bishop Coakley ordained 
seminarians Rodrigo Serna 

and Brannon Lepak to the 
transitional diaconate on 
June 6 at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

Due to precautions relat-
ed to COVID-19, the ordina-
tion was open to the semi-
narians’ family and friends 
but was not open to the 
public. The ordination was 
live-streamed.

God willing, the new dea-
cons will be ordained to the 
priesthood in 2021.

Archbishop Coakley spoke 

Q: What kind of Christian ex-
ample has your step-dad been 
for you?

A: Poppa has been an exam-
ple of fortitude and diligence 
when things have been hard. 
He instilled in me a quote that 
I say all the time, especially to 
my spiritual directees: “Breathe, 
and don’t lock your knees!” This 
is how Poppa has been able to 
get through his own personal 
hardships throughout his life; to 
persevere through the discom-
fort, frustration or unfairness. He 
has shown me how important it 
is to take up my cross and follow 
Christ’s example, even when it’s 
difficult.

Q: What are 
some of his goals 
for his family?

A: Poppa’s prima-
ry goal for his fam-
ily has been to get 
them to heaven. He 
has worked to make 
this goal a reality by 
being an example 
himself of charity, 
humility and com-
mitment.

Q: Who have 
been examples 
that he has fol-
lowed in his life?

A: While not an example of fa-
therhood, one of the greatest ex-
amples of Christian holiness that 
I can think of that has been a 

phenomenal influence has been 
Mother Teresa. Even before we 
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For Father’s Day, Fr. Aaron Foshee shared how his “Poppa,” G. Wayne Walton, 
taught him to be a man of integrity
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By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop ordains 
two seminarians to the 
transitional diaconate

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Coakley, Brannon Lepak (left) and Rodrigo Serna after the Ordination to the 
Transitional Diaconate on June 6 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 
Oklahoma City. Photo Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.continued on page 7

Fr. Aaron Foshee and his “Poppa” G. 
Wayne Walton. Photo provided.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a New safe environment 
training launched

The archdiocese an-
nounced a new training 
program for volunteers, 
staff members and cler-
gy that will be required 
before working with mi-
nors in Catholic churches 
or schools. The program 
launches July 1.

The training program, 
Safe & Sacred Training Pro-
gram for Catholic Dioceses, 
provides online training 
in several areas, including 
appropriate and inappropri-
ate interaction with minors, 
proper boundaries, poten-
tial red flags and how to re-
port suspected child abuse. 

To download a copy of 
the Charter, go online to 
archokc.org/safe-environ-
ment. Learn more about 
Safe & Sacred at proudto-
protect.com/proud-to-pro-
tect/safe-and-sacred.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Young people are valued members of the Body 
of Christ. They have much to offer the Church 
and the Church has much to offer them. Our 
young people are so important in the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City that our Vision 2030 
Pastoral Plan identifies them as one of the five 
key priorities we will focus on over the next 10 
years. 

It is challenging to live in today’s culture and 
young people experience challenges and circum-
stances that older people never had to consid-
er. Given the unique challenges that confront 
today’s youth, they need the strength, courage 
and hope that the grace of God offers through 
the sacraments, especially Confirmation. I am 
deeply concerned that many of our young peo-
ple are identifying less and less with the Church 
and are not receiving the fullness of God’s grace 
in their lives. This sobering trend is true not 
only in Oklahoma but throughout the country.

A 2018 study released by Saint Mary’s Press 
revealed that the new median age of people who 

stop identifying as Catholic is 13 years old! It 
also showed that approximately two-thirds of 
the disaffiliated had received First Communion, 
but only one in three had received Confirma-
tion. 

The study warned that there is a sharp “drop-
off” between the number of Catholics who are 
receiving First Communion at age 7 or 8 and 
the numbers who receive Confirmation when 
they reach middle school or high school. There 
have been many other studies that show similar 
trends. 

It seems that the vast majority of our young 
people are not staying engaged with their faith 
beyond their teen years. This is a serious con-
cern for me as it must be for all of us. We need 

to be doing all we can 
to address this sit-
uation in the coming 
years. 

During our pastoral planning process over the 
past couple of years, many people expressed 
concern about sacramental preparation, and 
Confirmation preparation in particular. Be-
cause the demands of our two-year Confirma-
tion preparation process are difficult for today’s 
teens to juggle with other realities during their 
high school years, many young people are opt-
ing not to get confirmed at all. This is tragic! 

As I have prayerfully considered this question, 
I have come to the conviction that the question 
of the most advantageous age and formation 
process for Confirmation is one we need to 
address at this time in the archdiocese. Careful 
and prayerful evaluation of what we are cur-
rently doing, and intentionally working toward 
a more effective approach will touch on all five 
pastoral priorities of our Vision 2030 plan si-

multaneously.
The unique challenges that youth face today 

and the alarming statistics lead me to believe 
that we need to re-think what we are doing. 
I have asked my staff to form a task force to 
address this concern, and they have been 
working for almost a year now. It is time for 
us to hear from as many of you as possible 
throughout the archdiocese. 

The concern around the question of Confir-
mation belongs to the entire Church. It af-
fects our youth, our families and our future. 
Sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, Con-

firmation strengthens the baptized for bearing 
witness to their faith and confronting the many 
challenges they will face as fully initiated mem-
bers of the Church. It helps us to be sensitive to 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit and to know 
Jesus more intimately as we are drawn into 
relationship with him. 

I invite you to join me with this discernment 
process. Additional information is available 
through a short video. Please take time to watch 
it and share your feedback through the online 
survey. I also encourage you to talk with your 
own children and other young people you know. 
Lastly, please join us in praying specifically for 
wisdom and insight with this decision. Come, 
Holy Spirit.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Confirmation quandary: 
Let us hear from you!

Lord, 
we remember the fathers 

who have gone before us. 
We remember the fathers of 

Scripture who are part of your 
story. We remember those who 

are not related to us but are 
fathers to us. We remember 

expectant fathers. We remem-
ber the fathers who have lost 
children. We remember the 

men who struggle with fertility. 
Lord, bless all fathers, 

grandfathers, Godfathers, 
adoptive fathers, uncles, broth-
ers, men religious, priests and 
people who take on the role of 

father for children. 
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

To take the survey or to learn 
more about Confirmation 

research, go online to 
archokc.org/confirmationresearch.

Take the Survey

June 30 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
June 30 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 30 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
July 1 – Catholic Conference of Oklahoma Board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
July 2 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
July 2 – Spitzer Center Episcopal Advisory Board meeting, 11 a.m., online

OKLAHOMA CITY – Archbishop 
Coakley celebrated a special Mass on 
June 13 for the Feast of Corpus Chris-
ti at Corpus Christi Catholic Church. 
Mass was followed by a Eucharistic 
Procession dedicated to praying for the 
sanctity of life and for an end to racism 
around the world. 

He was joined by Father Danny Gro-
ver, pastor of Corpus Christi, Father 
Brian Buettner, pastor of Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church in Lawton, 
deacons, seminarians, diocesan lead-
ers, parishioners and an online audi-
ence via livestream.

“The Sacrament of the Holy Eu-
charist is the sacrament of charity, 
it’s the sacrament of unity. … We are 
nourished by the sacrament of his 
body and blood, but it is so that we 
might be transformed. We are the body 
of Christ,” Archbishop Coakley said 
during his homily.

“Our diversity is a gift and blessing 
that we treasure, that we cherish, that 
we celebrate. … Jesus prayed at the 
Last Supper that all might be one. … 
All of us, no matter the color of our 
skin, no matter the culture, no mat-
ter the language, what we share is so 
much deeper. … Racism can 
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In the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, the Secretari-
at for Evangelization and 
Catechesis comprises seven 
different offices that sup-

port the Church’s mission of edu-
cating and preparing its members 
to “Go Make Disciples.” A vital part 
of that mission is to provide the 
tools and support for sacramental 
preparation that is the foundation 
of our commitment to the Catholic 
faith.

In July, Archbishop Coakley ap-
proached Executive Director Jim 
Beckman with a request to launch 
a task force to update and revise 
policies and procedures for sacra-
mental preparation throughout the 
archdiocese. 

By August, the Sacramental 
Preparation Revision Task Force 
had been created and held its first 
meeting, outlining a process for 
retrieving as much input and feed-
back as possible from individuals 
across the archdiocese. Members 
of the 15-person task force include 
priests, deacons, school principals 
and parish staff.

The task force has been closely 
examining current policies and 
conducting extensive research 
that will assist them in making 
recommendations for updates and 
revisions in all sacramental prepa-
ration areas – Baptism, First Com-
munion, Confirmation, Marriage 
and the Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults.

In the area of Confirmation, the 
main focus of the task force is to 
provide a recommendation regard-
ing the age at which it is received. 
A rapid decline in the number of 
youth receiving the sacrament has 

sparked concerns 
that the Church 
is losing its 
youth. 

A survey of 
all priests in 
the archdiocese 
conducted in 
January revealed 
that 80 percent 
were in favor 
of lowering the 
Confirmation age 
to allow chil-
dren to receive 
the sacramental 
graces earlier in 
life. One of the 
benefits of the 
change would be 
the opportunity 
to shift the focus 
from sacramental 
preparation to 
cultivating and 
strengthening a 
relationship with 
God during their 
teenage years.

Beckman emphasized the impor-
tance of communicating an im-
pending change of this significance 
to parishioners. 

“We want everyone to be aware 
that this is happening,” he said. 
“We want everyone to help by tell-
ing us what you think.”  

In February, the task force 
launched the information-gath-
ering phase broadly across the 
archdiocese. A website was created 
to allow Catholics to actively par-
ticipate in the process, learn more 
about the mission of the task force 
and provide feedback. 

A recent article in the National 
Catholic Register explained that, 
on average, most young people 
abandon the Catholic faith in their 
middle school years, and many 

who do receive the sacrament have 
already begun “checking out” of 
their faith. Overwhelmed with aca-
demic responsibilities and commit-
ments to sports and other extra-
curricular activities, many teens 
have placed low or no priority on 
their faith formation.

This stark reality has inspired 
dioceses to lower the age at which 
an individual receives the sacra-
ment. In 1910, Saint Pius X low-
ered the age of first communion 
to the “age of discretion,” typically 
around age 7. However, Confirma-
tion age did not change with that 
decision, leaving it at around age 
14.

Canon law now allows bishops 
the choice to set the typical age for 
administering Confirmation from 
the age of discretion to age 16. As 

of February, at least 13 dioceses 
in the United States had lowered 
Confirmation age, which revised 
the order of the sacraments of 
initiation to baptism, confirmation, 
then first communion. 

The task force plans to use the 
next few months to make a final 
push for feedback before present-
ing the results of their research 
to Archbishop Coakley this fall. 
Beckman explained that to im-
plement this change successfully, 
input from every level must be 
considered.

“We are looking for the best way 
to put the pieces into place,” he 
said. “Everyone’s voice matters 
and we want to hear from you.”

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

Archdiocesan leaders seek input on 
lowering Confirmation age

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Coakley blessed a student being confirmed at Church of the Epiphany of the Lord in 
2018. Photo Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass on June 13 at Corpus Christi 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma City. The Mass and Eucharistic Pro-
cession were held to promote life and to pray for an end to racism. 
Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

Archbishop celebrates life, prays for end to racism 

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 4

Mass, Eucharistic Procession on Feast of Corpus Christi



Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley

Archbishop of Oklahoma City
Publisher

Diane Clay 
Editor

Dana Attocknie
Managing Editor

Sooner Catholic Newspaper 
7501 Northwest Expressway 
Oklahoma City, OK 73132

(405) 721-1810 
Fax: (405) 721-5210

E-mail: tips@archokc.org 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 32180

Oklahoma City, OK 73123

Visit us online at 
www.soonercatholic.org

Visit the archdiocesan website 
at www.archokc.org

The Sooner Catholic 
(USPS 066-910) is published 

biweekly except for once in July 
by the Archdiocese of 

Oklahoma City.

The newspaper is not responsible 
for unsolicited material.  

Copyright © 2020 Sooner Catholic

Subscription rate: $25 per year 
for all who are not members of the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.  
Periodical postage paid at  

Oklahoma City, OK 73125.

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to the Sooner Catholic, 
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, 

OK 73123.

 Volume 42, Number 12

The Sooner Catholic 
is supported through the 

Annual Catholic Appeal and Sooner 
Catholic Communications Appeal.

Sooner Catholic4   June 21, 2020 

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Bishop Theophile Meerschaert

Bishop Theophile Meer-
schaert came to the 
United States from 

Belgium to bring the Gospel 
to the decidedly non-Catholic 
areas of Mississippi and later 
as vicar apostolic to what would 
become the Diocese of Okla-
homa. A series of dairies that 
meticulously tracked his move-
ments throughout the state still 
exist and are priceless vignettes 
that paint a picture of life in 
the early days of the Oklahoma 
Church. 

One such glimpse can be 
seen in the opening of the 
new church in Eufaula. This 
new structure was the result 
of the labor of Father William 
Ketchem, who would later head 
the Catholic Indian Bureau in 
Washington. His responsibil-
ities included most of eastern 
Oklahoma from Pawhuska to 
Antlers.

A strong anti-Catholic attitude 
seemed to permeate Eufaula 
(hardly unusual for the time) 
and Catholics were a distinct 
minority. The bishop arrived to 
dedicate the church on Sept. 
11, 1892, with a Pontifical High 
Mass at 10 a.m. To counteract 

the Catholics, the Meth-
odist minister had 
scheduled a revival 
to be held during the 
bishop’s visit that 

would coincide with the 
dedication. 

A special preacher was 
summoned from Arkan-
sas for the occasion. The 
Indian Advocate (the 
publication of the Church 
in Oklahoma) recounts: 
“God, however moved his 
little finger, and all turned 
out for the best; during 
the night preceding the 
celebration and on the 
morning thereof it was 
very muddy. At 10 a.m., 
only a few people came to 
the Methodist church, and 
these reporting that the 
whole town was going to 
the Catholic celebration; 
whereupon the lead-
ing elder said: ‘Well my 
friends, I met the bishop 
last evening and he seems 
to a very nice man. I don’t 
think it will hurt us to go 
to the Catholic church 
today. So, they all went to 
the Catholic Church.”

As Father James White 
observed in his book “Diary of 
a Frontier Bishop:” “…even a 
Methodist revival couldn’t com-
pete with a fully vested Catholic 
bishop, complete with throne!”

For early Oklahomans, the 
bishop’s visits were a source of 
entertainment and a unique cu-
riosity for the community. Bish-

op Meerschaert realized that the 
trappings of his office could be 
a way to bring onlookers to his 
talks and he could evangelize or 
at the very least allow people to 
see that they had nothing to fear 
from the Catholic Church. These 
forays into sometimes hostile ar-
eas won the respect of Catholics 
and non-Catholics alike.

Photos Diane Clay/
Sooner Catholic.

continued from page 3

never be acceptable. It 
can never be accept-
able to remain silent 
and indifferent when so 
many members or our 
community, so many 
members of the Church 
are suffering.”

Archbishop prayed for 
the repose of the soul 
of George Floyd, for law 
enforcement, for civic 
leaders, for protection 
of the sanctity of every 
human life and for an 
end to racism.

Diane Clay is editor of 
the Sooner Catholic.

Saint Joseph took an unwed 
mother into his home, moved 
his business at least three dif-
ferent times, saved his family 
from destruction and had un-
questioning faith in God. He 
has stood up as a role model 
for all ages, and some father’s 
like Deacon Dennis Fine and 
Deacon Juan Jimenez have 
sought to follow his example. 

Dcn. Dennis Fine - 
Ada/Sulphur 
Deacon Fine was 12 years 

old and the oldest of seven 
children when his father left 
the family. Besides always 
being there for members of 
Saint Joseph Catholic Church 
in Ada, he has always been 
there for his family. The retired 
analytical chemist has been 
married for 40 years and has 
two children and four grand-
children.  

“Dad was always there for 
us. He was the assistant coach 
for my little league team, he 
was the assistant scoutmas-
ter on every campout, he was 
there for the high school foot-
ball games to watch me in the 
marching band. It was some-
thing he just did. As a child I 
took this for granted. Now as 
a parent, I see how much he 
sacrificed for his children,” his 
son Ben said.

His daughter Sarah said, 
“Dad is someone who has nev-
er met a stranger. He greets 
everyone with warmth and 
can find a way to connect with 
anyone he comes across. Is 
it because he’s from a small 
town where you actually do 

know everyone? Maybe. It also 
seems like this is the natural 
result of genuinely caring for 
all people and wanting them to 
feel safe in his presence. It’s a 
gift, and one that is especially 
appropriate for his role as a 
deacon.”  

His son Ben added, “Like 
Saint Joseph, he is a humble 
man. He has a doctorate in 
chemistry, yet he never talks 
about it. Instead, he is a man 
of kind words, a loving smile 
and a caring hug.”

Dcn. Juan Jimenez - 
Ardmore
Deacon Jimenez was raised 

by his grandparents, Trinidad 
Jimenez and Anastasia Verga-
ra, who led him into the Cath-
olic faith. Deacon Juan is the 
father of five children and has 
been married to his wife Maria 
for 20 years.  

“Being part of Deacon Juan’s 
life is a privilege. He is the 
most caring father, an honor-
able husband and a very hard 
worker. He has been my rock 
and my support through good 

times and rough times,” Maria 
said. 

She attributes his vocation 
to the former pastors of Saint 
Mary Catholic Church in 
Ardmore, Father O’Toole and 
Father Dowdell. Deacon Juan 
also enjoys working with his 
current pastor, Father Kevin 
Ratterman.    

“My dad is a great example 
as a father, I couldn’t ask God 
for a better dad. Sometimes 
he talks too much, but always 
with a purpose. He teaches 
me to play guitar and to play 
for our church choir,” his son 
Juan said. 

Deacon Jimenez’s 10-year-
old son Gabriel said, “I like 
when he spends time with me. 
We play soccer, we enjoy run-
ning and I like to talk with him 
about random stuff. He prays 
a lot. Sometimes I joined my 
parents in evening prayers, it’s 
a long list of prayers, psalms 
and canticles.”  

Charles Albert is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

came into the Catholic Church, I remember 
Poppa having a devotion to her. When she died 
in 1997, he made a shrine to her, which made 
the rest of the family a little uncomfortable, be-
cause “well, we aren’t Catholic, and that’s not 
what we do!” How beautiful a foreshadowing 
of what was to come for his family when, three 
years later, we came into the Catholic faith to-
gether. And, I think he would be the first to say 
that Mother Teresa had a lot to do with that.

Q: What has he done that makes him a lot 
like Saint Joseph?

A: One of the things that strikes me about 
Saint Joseph is that he had no reason to pro-
tect a family that technically was not his own, 
yet he chose to say “yes” to doing so, and thus 
became the earthly “Abba: for the Son of God. 

When Poppa married my mother, I was 4 years 
old. He is not my biological father, yet he chose 
to say “yes” to loving me. He said “yes” to being 
my “Abba” — my Poppa. 

Q: What would you like to say to your 
step-dad?

A: All that I can do is thank Poppa for all he 
has done for me, my mother and my family. 
Thank you, Poppa, for showing me how to be a 
man of integrity. Thank you for supporting me 
and teaching me, listening to me and protect-
ing me. Thank you for being my personal “Saint 
Joseph.” I love you.

Fr. Foshee is pastor for Saint Joseph Catholic 
Church in Ada and Saint Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church in Sulphur.

Chuck Laterza is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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St. Joseph provides examples 
for Father’s Day

continued from page 1

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Martin 
Parizek

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner at

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
okcvocations.com

What is your home parish?
My home parish is St. John 

Nepomuk in Yukon.

What seminary do you attend?
I attend Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 

in St. Louis, Mo.

If it is God’s will, what year will 
you be ordained a priest?

If it is God’s will, I will be ordained in 
2022.

What advice would you give to 
someone discerning a call to the 
priesthood?

Be open to the call. If you think you 
might be called to the priesthood, 
speak to your pastor, another priest 
or get in touch with the vocations 
director. They will help you to listen to 
what God is trying to tell you. Don’t be 
afraid. Whatever God has in store for 
you is going to be the best part of your 
life. It is worth whatever trials you may 
have to endure, and he will be with 
you every step of the way.

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest?

There are so many things I am look-
ing forward to in becoming a priest, 
but I would have to say what I look 
forward to the most is celebrating the 
sacraments, especially the Eucharist 
and Confession.

Name one thing that every  
Catholic needs to know.

Our life in Christ should be the basis 
around which we form the rest of our 
life. Our ultimate goal is to be with 
God in heaven, every part of our lives 
should be ordered to that end.

Why choose a life of sacrificial 
love?

It is what Jesus did. He chose to 
become one of us, to suffer and die for 
our redemption. As Jesus is our model 
for holiness and perfection, and even 
though it will be difficult, I can think of 
no good reason to choose anything else 
other than a life of sacrificial love.

Dcn. Dennis FineDcn. Juan Jimenez

Father’s Day is June 21
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Archdiocese First Communion on June 
14 at Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church in Lawton. 
Photo Jolene Schonchin/
Sooner Catholic.

The Corpus Christi procession on June 14 at St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church in Sulphur. Photos provided.

The St. Philip Neri Catholic School 8th 
grade students celebrated graduation 
May 28 by throwing their masks in 
the air. Photo provided.

First Communion on 
June 7 at Our lady of 
Perpetual Help Catholic 
Church in Sterling. 
Photo provided.

Confirmation on June 3 at St. 
Ann Catholic Church in Elgin. 
Photo provided.
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Archbishop ordains two seminarians to the transitional diaconate
continued from page 1

Photos Chris Porter, Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

to the seminarians about their call-
ing, their sacrifice and their gifts.

“Strengthened by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, these men will help the 
bishop and his priests in the min-
istry of the 
word, of the 
altar and 
of charity, 
showing 
themselves 
to be ser-
vants to all. 
As minis-
ters of the 
altar, they 
will pro-
claim the 
Gospel, 
prepare the 
Sacrifice and distribute the Lord’s 
Body and Blood to the faithful,” 
Archbishop Coakley said during his 
homily.

“Firmly rooted and grounded in 
faith, you are to live chastely and 
beyond reproach before God and 

man as is proper for the minister 
of Christ and a steward of God’s 
mysteries. Never allow yourself to 
be turned away from hope offered 
by the Gospel. … When you go out 
to meet the Lord, you will be able to 
hear him say, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful ser-
vant, enter 
into the joy of 
your Lord,’”

Deacon 
Lepak’s home 
parish is 
Christ the 
King Catholic 
Church in 
Oklahoma 
City and he 
attends Pope 
Saint John 
XXIII Nation-

al Seminary in Weston, Mass. Dea-
con Serna’s home parish is Saint 
Joseph Catholic Church in Norman. 
He is studying at Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary in Saint Louis, Mo.

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner 
Catholic.

Are you discerning a call to the 
priesthood or religious life?

Contact Fr. Brian Buettner, 
vocations director, at 

bbuettner@archokc.org 
for more information. 
okcvocations.com.
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E
nsuring the Catholic faithful in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City receive the information 
they need to participate fully 
in the life of the Church is a 

daunting task in the best of times for the 
Office of Communications.

The three-person staff coordinates me-
dia relations for the archdiocese, spear-
heads social media efforts, manages the 
archdiocesan website and produces the 
bi-weekly newspaper – the Sooner Cath-
olic. 

Diane Clay, director of communica-
tions and editor of the Sooner Catholic, 
is assisted by Dana Attocknie, managing 
editor, and Avery Holt, digital media coor-
dinator.

“Communication is very important as 
part of the mission of the Church, espe-
cially these days when there are so many 

avenues to reach 
people,” Clay 
said.

It means 
using multi-
ple Facebook 
pages, Twitter, 
Instagram, the 
website, e-mail, 
letters, print and 
digital versions 
of Sooner Cath-
olic, Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio 
and more to 
reach everyone 
from teens to se-
nior adults – in 
English and in 
Spanish – simul-
taneously.

The mission 
became even 
more challeng-
ing when the 
first case of 
COVID-19 in 
Oklahoma was 
confirmed March 
11.

“It accelerated 
what a lot of peo-
ple were doing. 

From that point, we had to make a lot of 
very difficult decisions,” Clay said.

Public Mass was suspended, parish 
offices closed and Catholic schools moved 
all coursework online.

“Communication was important before 
the pandemic, but it took on a critical 
role in helping us bring the faith to every-
one and staying connected,” Clay said. 
“Communications suddenly became our 
lifeline to our faith.”

Archbishop Coakley live-streamed a 
rosary on March 19 that had more than 
22,000 views. Zoom meetings provid-
ed regular communication between the 
archbishop and priests, and allowed faith 
formation classes, Bible study groups, 
youth groups and parish staffs to meet in 
real time.

“Technology kept us from being isolated 
and detached when our regular means of 
connecting disappeared,” Clay said. “A lot 
of people had to scramble to get the tech-
nology they needed. It took parishioners, 
it took priests being open to new things.” 

Livestreamed Masses also piqued the 
interest of people who wanted to learn 
more about Catholicism and brought 
back some people who had left the 
Church, she said.

 Parishes both large and small found 
ways to keep their members engaged.

“With 1,700 families, it’s hard to be 
connected with everyone in the best 
times,” said Father Rick Stansberry, pas-
tor of Christ the King Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City.

When the pandemic hit, 
the parish sent e-mails and 
letters to let members know 
two Masses and Stations 
of the Cross services would 
be livestreamed each week. 
Other e-mails offered reflec-
tions and announcements 
like where and when to pick 
up blessed palms before 
Palm Sunday.

Fortunately, Father Stans-
berry had two seminarians 
in residence who could help 
with technology and social 
media.

“I wouldn’t have made it 
without them because my 
technology skill is bad,” he 
said.

 Duncan Tiemeyer, who is serving a 
pastoral year at Christ the King, became 

2020 COMMUNICATIONS APPEAL

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass at his home chapel on Tuesdays during the coronavirus quarantine. The communications 
department live-streamed the Mass. Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic. 

Archbishop Coakley led a live-streamed rosary from the St. Francis de Sales Chapel at the Catholic Pastoral Center on March 
19. On the Solemnity of St. Joseph, Pope Francis called for Catholics around the world to pray the Luminous Mysteries for the 
Church, for protection from the coronavirus and for all the people affected by the illness. More than 22,000 people watched the 
video. Photo Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic. 

Jayce Palmer hosted a Red Dirt Catholics 
Podcast in the studio at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center in Oklahoma City. Photo Avery Holt/
Sooner Catholic. 

Church communication 
tools highlighted 

in 2020 

By K.S. McNutt 
The Sooner Catholic

Digital Media Coordinator Avery Holt 
live-streamed the Ordination to the 
Transitional Diaconate on June 6 at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
in Oklahoma City.  Photo Diane Clay/
Sooner Catholic. 

the host of “The CK Morning Show” three days a week. 
The show featured Father Stansberry, Tiemeyer and Ste-
phen Jones – who was temporarily in residence because 

his seminary was closed – for Morning Prayer, a live chat 
and an occasional special guest. 

“We got a lot of views and a lot of posted comments,” 
Father Stansberry said, adding the show will continue 
once a month going forward.

Eight miles across town, Corpus Christi Catholic 
Church had no recording equipment, no sound equip-
ment and only iffy Internet service, Father Danny Grover 
said. 

But, the pastor did have a good iPhone that he used to 
livestream Mass on Facebook. 

“The first week, I got 2,000 new Facebook friend re-
quests,” Father Grover said. “People were yearning for 
the Eucharist, yearning to go to Mass.”

He added the Rosary, Liturgy of the Hours, Divine 
Mercy Chaplet and Adoration online, all using the iP-
hone. Mass also is livestreamed in Burmese because 
about half of the parishioners are first-generation refu-
gees from Myanmar. 

Father Titus Pau came from the Kalay Diocese in 
Myanmar in December to serve the community. He has 
helped with communications and sacraments and trans-
lated the letter regarding reopening of the church into 
Zopau, Father Grover said.

“It has been cool and crazy at the same time,” he said 
about the many changes and the technology that have 
kept people connected.

K.S. McNutt is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.

To learn more about communications for the 
archdiocese, go online to archokc.org/communications. 
To read the Sooner Catholic online or to find past issues, 

go to soonercatholic.org.
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Real Life Disciples

The COVID-19 developed; un-
certainty about the future of the 
economy and whether jobs will still 
be there for the 40 million newly 
unemployed; uncertainty about 
how long the public quarantines 
should continue; uncertainty 
about what will happen to our-
selves, our businesses, our fami-
lies and our friends. 

In the midst of so much un-
certainty, we naturally look for 
something firm to hold onto. Cat-
aclysmic disruptors, whether an 
outbreak of war, widespread riots 
and looting or a new coronavirus, 
humble us and remind us how we 
cannot guarantee our own future. 

Yet, we instinctively yearn for 
a way to assure and secure that 
future for ourselves and for our 
children. Where should we turn for 
safety? 

Maybe we can take a cue from 
our financial institutions. When 
uncertainty becomes too high, and 
lenders realize a potential borrow-
er is at high risk of default, they 
can sometimes turn to a higher 
authority like the federal govern-
ment to “guarantee” a loan, as in 
the case of guaranteed student 
loans. Such loans offer a safety net 
and take away most risks for the 
lender. 

What kind of higher authority 
should we be turning to in order to 

guarantee our future when we face 
so many uncertainties in life?

One lesson of the pandemic is 
not to place our hope in unde-
serving sources. While scientists 
may promise new treatments, and 
politicians may promise safe-
ty through contact tracing and 
lockdowns, these measures are 
stopgaps in the face of our larger 
human questions. 

Many centuries ago, a powerful 
king of the united monarchy of 
Israel and Judah mused about the 
false promise of earthly reassur-
ances. Writing in Psalm 119, King 
David presciently declared, “Some 
trust in chariots or horses, but we 
in the name of the Lord. They will 
collapse and fall, but we shall hold 
and stand firm.” 

The answer to the uncertainties 
surrounding our human condition 
lies, precisely as David noted in 
his inimitable and direct style, in 
God himself. He alone knows and 
understands every event of histo-
ry, from coronavirus pandemics 
to civil disturbances to economic 
collapses. 

It’s important for us to distin-
guish between true and false sav-
iors. While a vaccine may limit the 
immediate threat from the corona-
virus for us individually, death will 
still have its day and eventually 
lay its claim upon us. As natural 

as it may be for us to reach out for 
a vaccine to calm our preoccupa-
tions and restore predictability to 
our future, only God opens a real 
path for us beyond fear and be-
yond death. Our lives are on loan, 
and only he can guarantee the 
fulfillment of that loan in a desti-
ny that lies beyond this troubled 
world. 

Cardinal Robert Sarah summed 
it up well when he recently said: 

“This virus acted as a warning. 
In a matter of weeks, the great 
illusion of a material world that 
thought itself all-powerful seems 
to have collapsed. … A microscopic 
virus has brought this world to its 
knees… 

“We were promised to push 
the limits of human nature ever 
further by a triumphant science. 
We were told about artificial 
procreation, surrogate mother-
hood, transhumanism, enhanced 
humanity. We boasted of being a 
man of synthesis and a humanity 
that biotechnologies would make 
invincible and immortal. But here 
we are in a panic, confined by a 
virus about which we know almost 
nothing. 

“Epidemic was an outdated, 
medieval word. It suddenly became 
our everyday life. I believe this 
epidemic has dispelled the smoke 
of illusion. The so-called all-power-

ful man appears in his raw reality. 
There he is naked. His weakness 
and vulnerability are glaring. 
Being confined to our homes will 
hopefully allow us to turn our 
attention back to the essentials, to 
rediscover the importance of our 
relationship with God.”

We have an important oppor-
tunity to ponder these deeper 
lessons of the COVID-19 saga as 
it plays out in our midst. Rath-
er than placing our hopes in the 
limited promises of this world, 
the pandemic reminds us of our 
vulnerability and our need for our 
true Savior, at every moment of 
our life.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doc-
toral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Mass., and serves as the director of 
education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.

Spiritual lessons from the pandemic

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Sr. Maria Guadalupe Herrera

Sister Herrera died on June 5. She was 76. 
Sister Herrera was born to Cecilio M. Herrera 
and Maria Rebeca (Ferrara) Herrera in Laredo, 
Texas, on Dec. 22, 1943. Her siblings includ-
ed her three brothers: Bro. Joseph Eugene, 
Bro. Cecilio Jose and Alberto Jose; two sis-
ters, Maria Rebeca and Maria de Los Angeles 
(Angie). 

Sister Guadalupe entered the Sisters of 
Mercy at Frontenac, Mo., in 1961 and made 
her profession of religious final vows in 1969. 
Following her retirement in 2014 at Mercy Convent, Oklahoma 
City, she was prayerful and faithfully inquired about the care of 
others. Christian burial Resurrection Cemetery.

Sr. Maria 
Guadalupe Herrera

The Our Lady of Guadalupe Camp staff is thrilled to offer some 
new and exciting opportunities to grow in faith and join together as 

a Catholic community. 

On April 17, 2003, Holy Thursday in the Year 
of the Rosary, Saint John Paul II wrote for the 
universal Church his Encyclical Letter “Eccle-
sia de Eucharistia,” which reflected on the Eu-
charist in its relationship to the Church. Here 
is the beginning of the letter:

“The Church draws her life from the Eucha-
rist. This truth does not simply express a daily 
experience of faith but recapitulates the heart 
of the mystery of the Church. In a variety of 
ways she joyfully experiences the constant 
fulfilment of the promise: ‘Lo, I am with you 
always, to the close of the age’ (Mt 28:20), but 
in the Holy Eucharist, through the changing of 
bread and wine into the body and blood of the 
Lord, she rejoices in this presence with unique 
intensity. Ever since Pentecost, when the 
Church, the People of the New Covenant, began 
her pilgrim journey toward her heavenly home-
land, the Divine Sacrament has continued to 
mark the passing of her days, filling them with 
confident hope. … The Second Vatican Council 
rightly proclaimed that the Eucharistic sacri-
fice is ‘the source and summit of the Christian 
life. For the most holy Eucharist contains the 
Church’s entire spiritual wealth: Christ him-
self, our passover and living bread. Through 
his own flesh, now made living and life-giving 
by the Holy Spirit, he offers life to men.’ Con-
sequently, the gaze of the Church is constantly 
turned to her Lord, present in the Sacrament of 
the Altar in which she discovers the full mani-
festation of his boundless love.”

The Eucharist is someone not something, 
it is someone. The Eucharist is Jesus truly 
present before us. He feeds us with himself and 
in this nourishment, he loves us and he gives 
us life. Jesus, our loving Lord, never leaves us 
alone. Jesus calls on us, invites us to be with 
him. This is why the worship of the Eucharist 
outside of the Mass is of immeasurable and 
incalculable value for the life of the Church. 

We receive him at Communion and adore him 
always. 

When we receive the Body of Christ, we are 
united to him and everyone else that is one with 
him. This unity is not something we can see 
with our eyes, we can see its fruits, but it is an 
invisible unity that is true and real. Almost like 
invisible handcuffs that make us now insepara-
ble from Christ and each other. Saint John Paul 
II said something about this in section 36 of this 
letter. I have left the biblical quotes so you can 
see how he ties this truth to scripture…

“Invisible communion, though by its nature 
always growing, presupposes the life of grace, 
by which we become ‘partakers of the divine 
nature’ (2 Pet 1:4), and the practice of the vir-
tues of faith, hope and love. Only in this way 
do we have true communion with the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. Nor is faith suffi-
cient; we must persevere in sanctifying grace 
and love, remaining within the Church ‘bodi-
ly’ as well as ‘in our heart;’ what is required, 
in the words of Saint Paul, is ‘faith working 
through love’” (Gal 5:6).

Jesus always is present in the tabernacle, just 
look for the sanctuary lamp. And, we are bless-
ed with special occasions when Jesus Christ 
is brought out of the tabernacle and solemnly 
exposed in the monstrance for our worship and 
adoration. Adoration of Jesus Christ is essential 
for every disciple. Eucharistic adoration is our 
special time to be with Christ. He loves us and 
we love him back during every Holy Hour.

Saint John Paul II speaks of this is a section 
of paragraph 25…

“It is pleasant to spend time with him, to lie 
close to his breast like the Beloved Disciple and 
to feel the infinite love present in his heart. If 
in our time Christians must be distinguished 
above all by the ‘art of prayer,’ how can we not 
feel a renewed need to spend time in spiritual 
converse, in silent adoration, in heartfelt love 

before 
Christ 
present 
in the 
Most 
Holy 
Sacra-
ment? 
How 
often, 
dear brother and sisters, have I experienced 
this, and drawn from it strength, consolation 
and support!”

Another paragraph that guides us in our 
service to others is No. 60 that begins in this 
way… 

“Every commitment to holiness, every activity 
aimed at carrying out the Church’s mission, 
every work of pastoral planning, must draw the 
strength it needs from the Eucharistic mystery 
and in turn be directed to that mystery as its 
culmination. In the Eucharist we have Jesus, 
we have his redemptive sacrifice, we have his 
resurrection, we have the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
we have adoration, obedience and love of the 
Father. Were we to disregard the Eucharist, 
how could we overcome our own deficiency?”

I would like to end this column inviting you 
to quietly reflect on these words while visiting 
our Lord in the tabernacle. 

These are the final words of Saint John Paul 
II in his letter… 

“In the humble signs of bread and wine, 
changed into his body and blood, Christ walks 
beside us as our strength and our food for 
the journey, and he enables us to become, for 
everyone, witnesses of hope. If, in the pres-
ence of this mystery, reason experiences its 
limits, the heart, enlightened by the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, clearly sees the response that 
is demanded, and bows low in adoration and 
unbounded love.”
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St. John Paul II and the Eucharist
My favorite quotes from Ecclesia de Eucharistia

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Shaun McAfee is a convert to 
Catholicism and has written this 
book to help recent converts and 
cradle Catholics learn more about 
their faith. 

This is an introduction to Ca-
tholicism that can inspire a read-
er to pursue a more in-depth 
exploration of particular topics. 
Some of the topics he explores are 
customs, rules, traditions, prayer, 
devotions, spirituality, Sacra-
ments, morality, current issues in 
the Church and in the world, new 
evangelization, Mary, the saints 
and many other interesting and 
some not so interesting topics. 
There are no illustrations, which 
might have helped in showing 
what certain things are that were 
talked about like a rosary, holy 
cards and other things.

McAfee’s book is divided into 10 
parts with 100 chapters all togeth-
er. The chapters are short and to 
the point. Part One is an introduc-

tion to the Catholic Church. He 
presents a discussion about the 
Bible, the Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church, the precepts and other 
issues; with a reminder that the 
Church is perfect, but its members 
are not. 

Part Two: is about the Sacra-
ments. He reminds the reader 
not to pick up some bad habits 
like coming to Mass late or leav-
ing early. In Part Three, he covers 
Mary and the saints. He discusses 
the issue of “praying to Mary and 
the saints” and the use of religious 
articles. 

Part Four is on prayer and its 
various forms; like the rosary, 
the Sign of the Cross, the use of 
Holy Water, going on retreat and 
praying with one’s family. He also 
discusses vocations and praying 
for those who have died. 

Part Five is on Catholic life in 
which he encourages the read-
er how to live their faith in daily 
life. Part Six is on customs, rules 
and basic etiquette like what are 
bishops, priests, deacons, the 

pope, monks and nuns. He also 
encourages the reader to become 
familiar with a missal, the parts 
of the Mass and the 
various objects used 

and clothing worn at 
Mass. 

Part Seven is on 
morality in which 
McAfee explores 
evil, relativism, marriage, abuse, 
immigration and life issues. Part 
Eight is on knowing and defend-
ing one’s faith. He encourages the 
reader to learn about apologetics, 
the Church fathers and their writ-
ings, and learning about answer-
ing common questions from those 
not familiar with the Church and 
its teachings. He covers a lot of 
issues in this part. 

Part Nine is on evangelization 
and that we are all involved in this 
by actively working in this min-

istry or just by how we 
live our lives and by our 
example. Part 10 is the 
conclusion where he pro-
vides an appendix that 
has many bibliographical 
references to help the 
reader.

This book is highly rec-
ommended for those cu-
rious about Catholicism, 
new converts to Catholi-
cism and cradle Catholics 
interested in their faith. 
He writes on a level that 

should not overwhelm the reader. 
Again, the chapters are short and 
to the point. The reviewer felt an 
energy coming across from the 
pages of this book. It is a very 
interesting book and inspires the 
reader to explore the topics more. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., from 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey, is a free-
lance writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Book Review: An introduction to Catholicism
By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 

The Sooner Catholic



Los jóvenes son miembros valiosos del Cuer-
po de Cristo. Tienen mucho que ofrecerle a la 
Iglesia y la Iglesia tiene mucho que ofrecerles. 
Nuestros jóvenes son tan importantes en la Ar-
quidiócesis de Oklahoma City que nuestro Plan 
Pastoral Visión 2030 los identifica como una 
de las cinco prioridades claves en las que nos 
enfocaremos en los próximos 10 años.

Vivir en la cultura actual es un desafío y los 
jóvenes experimentan desafíos y circunstan-
cias que las personas mayores nunca tuvieron 
que considerar. Dados los desafíos únicos que 
enfrentan los jóvenes de hoy, necesitan fuer-

za, coraje y esperanza que la gracia de Dios 
les ofrece a través de los sacramentos, espe-
cialmente la Confirmación. Estoy profunda-
mente preocupado de que muchos de nuestros 
jóvenes se identifiquen cada vez menos con la 
Iglesia y no reciban la plenitud de la gracia de 
Dios en sus vidas. Esta tendencia aleccionado-
ra es cierta no solo en Oklahoma sino en todo 
el país.

¡Un estudio de 2018 publicado por Saint 
Mary’s Press reveló que la nueva edad pro-
medio de personas que dejan de identificarse 

como católicos son los 13 años! También 
mostró que aproximadamente dos tercios de 
los desafiliados habían recibido la Primera 
Comunión, pero solo uno de cada tres había 
recibido la Confirmación.

El estudio advirtió que existe una fuerte 
“disminución” entre el número de católicos que 
reciben la Primera Comunión a los 7 u 8 años y 
los números que reciben la Confirmación cuan-
do llegan a la escuela intermedia o secundaria. 
Han habido muchos otros estudios que mues-
tran tendencias similares.

Parece que la gran mayoría de nuestros 
jóvenes no se mantienen comprometi-
dos con su fe más allá de su adoles-
cencia. Esto es una preocupación seria 
para mí como lo debe ser para todos 
nosotros. Necesitamos estar haciendo 
todo lo posible para abordar esta situ-
ación en los próximos años.

Durante nuestro proceso de plani-
ficación pastoral en los últimos años, 
muchas personas expresaron preocu-
pación por la preparación sacramental, 
y la preparación previa a la Confir-
mación en particular. Debido a que 
las exigencias de nuestro proceso de 

preparación para la Confirmación de dos años 
son difíciles de hacer para los adolescentes de 
hoy en día con tantas otras realidades duran-
te sus años de escuela secundaria, muchos 
jóvenes optan por no ser confirmados en abso-
luto. ¡Esto es trágico!

Al considerar esta pregunta en oración, he 
llegado a la convicción de que la cuestión de 
la edad más ventajosa y el proceso de for-
mación para la Confirmación es una cuestión 
que debemos abordar en este momento en la 
arquidiócesis. La evaluación cuidadosa y en 

oración de lo que 
estamos hacien-
do actualmente, 
y trabajando 
intencionalmente 
hacia un enfoque más efectivo tocará las cinco 
prioridades pastorales de nuestro plan Visión 
2030 simultáneamente.

Los desafíos únicos que enfrentan los jóvenes 
hoy y las alarmantes estadísticas me llevan a 
creer que necesitamos reconsiderar lo que esta-
mos haciendo. Le he pedido a mi personal que 
forme un grupo de trabajo para abordar esta 
preocupación, y han estado trabajando duran-
te casi un año. Es hora de que escuchemos la 
mayor cantidad posible de ustedes en toda la 
arquidiócesis.

La preocupación en torno a la cuestión de 
la Confirmación pertenece a toda la Iglesia. 
Afecta a nuestra juventud, nuestras familias y 
nuestro futuro. Sellada con el don del Espíritu 
Santo, la Confirmación fortalece a los bautiza-
dos para dar testimonio de su fe y enfrentar los 
muchos desafíos que enfrentarán como miem-
bros de la Iglesia plenamente iniciados. Nos 
ayuda a ser sensibles a los impulsos del Espíri-
tu Santo y a conocer a Jesús más íntimamente 
a medida que nos relacionamos con él.

Los invito a unirse a mí en este proceso de 
discernimiento. Información adicional está 
disponible a través de un video corto. Tómese 
el tiempo para verlo y compartir sus comen-
tarios a través de la encuesta en línea. Tam-
bién te animo a que hables con tus propios 
hijos y otros jóvenes que conoces. Por último, 
únase a nosotros para orar específicamente por 
sabiduría y perspicacia con esta decisión. Ven, 
Espíritu Santo.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Dilema sobre la Confirmación: 
¡Queremos escuchar tu opinión!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Para participar en la encuesta o para 
obtener más información sobre la 

investigación sobre el Sacramento de la 
Confirmación, ingrese en línea a 

archokc.org/confirmationresearch.

Tomen la encuesta

Panel: Inmigrantes latinos piden ayuda a 
familias y parroquias

WASHINGTON -- Los inmi-
grantes latinos y sus familias afec-
tadas por la pandemia y el clamor 
contra el racismo no cuentan con 
las redes de ayuda que tienen 
otros, pero están encontrando el 
apoyo en sus familiares y comu-
nidades parroquiales, según los 
presentadores en un panel del 11 
de junio.

Una iniciativa de Georgetown 
University sobre Pensamiento 
Católico y Vida Pública patrocinó 
una mesa redonda en línea de 
jóvenes adultos latinos que tra-
taron el tema de la “Justicia y Fe, 
Familia y Comunidad. Liderazgo 
Latino en tiempo de crisis”.

Los negros y los latinos han 
sido afectados por la pandemia 

a muchos niveles, perdiendo sus 
trabajos y seguros médicos y con 
un acceso limitado o inexistente a 
los cuidados de salud, lo cual los 
sitúa en situaciones vulnerables, 
dijeron los panelistas.

“Sabiendo que mis padres no 
tienen seguro de salud, me dí 
cuenta de que no quería ponerlos 
en peligro de contraer el COVID, 
ya que si esto les ocurría, las 
facturas serían tremendas”, dijo 
Juan Beltman Guerrero, director 
de programas para la Iniciativa 
Kalmanovitz para el Trabajo y los 
Trabajadores Pobres en la Univer-
sidad de Georgetown.

Los padres de Guerrero no cual-
ificaban para recibir un cheque 
de impacto económico porque su 
mamá no tiene un número de Se-
guro Social. La pandemia también 
le ha obligado a él a postponer su 

boda esta primavera.
“Para el gobierno y para las 

empresas, podemos parecer tra-
bajadores desechables”, añadió 
Guerrero.

Al mismo tiempo, algunos lati-
nos y otras comunidades de color 
también han soportado el racis-
mo y la injusticia evidenciada por 
la muerte de George Floyd, un 
afroamericano que murió mientras 
estaba en custodia de la policía. El 
incidente ha desatado ira y protes-
tas por todo el país.

Muchos obispos, sacerdotes, 
religiosos y laicos católicos se han 
unido a miles de personas que 
expresaron su solidaridad con el 
movimiento Black Lives Matter 
(las vidas negras importan) y la 
necesidad de confrontar y rechazar 
el racismo, la injusticia y la brutal-
idad policial.

El obispo auxiliar de Washing-
ton, Mario E. Dorsonville, que 
recientemente participó en una 
protesta pacífica de católicos orga-
nizada por un sacerdote Josefita 
local, dijo que esos temas también 
afectan a muchos inmigrantes.

“Cuando empezaron a hablar so-
bre Black Lives Matter, también se 
referían a personas que cruzan la 
frontera, a personas que han sido 
inmigrantes aquí por años, perso-
nas que solo están esperando la 
aprobación para ser trabajadores 
documentados en los Estados Uni-
dos”, añadió el obispo Dorsonville.

El prelado pasó a tratar de la 
responsabilidad que comparten las 
sociedades en el drama humano 
que viven los inmigrantes y otras 
personas que viven en la pobreza. 

Por Norma Montenegro Flynn 
Catholic News Service 

continúa en la página 13

Enfatizó la necesidad de encontrar 
un modo de promover y vivir la 
doctrina social católica de respe-
tar la dignidad humana de toda 
persona.

El obispo Dorsonville, que dirige 
el Comité de Migraciones de la 
Conferencia de Obispos Católicos 
de Estados Unidos, subrayó que 
los inmigrantes están en primera 
línea luchando contra la pandemia 
a pesar del impacto sobre ellos y 
sus familias.

“Nuestros ‘Dreamers,’ la gente de 
TPS, gente que han estado traba-
jando, son las estrellas brillantes 
en esta pandemia”, dijo el obispo. 
“Son los de la línea de fuego. Los 
vemos trabajando en hospitales, 
granjas, factorías. Están llevando 
la buena noticia de ser ciudadanos 
fieles”. “Dreamers” son los jóvenes 
que, en su niñez, fueron traídos 
por sus padres al país ilegalmente 
y están en el programa de Deferred 

Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(programa de acción diferida para 
llegados en la niñez), o DACA. TPS 
(por sus siglas en inglés, Status de 
Protección Temporal) es un status 
de inmigración temporal extendido 
a ciudadanos de países designados 
que se enfrentan a un conflicto 
armado continuo, un desastre me-
dio ambiental u otras situaciones 
extraordinarias pero temporales.

La pandemia está afectando de-
sproporcionadamente a las comu-
nidades latinas, pero las desigual-
dades habían comenzado mucho 
antes de que golpeara la epidemia, 
dijo Michael Okinczyc-Cruz, direc-
tor ejecutivo y co-fundador de la 
Coalición para el Liderazgo Espiri-
tual y Público en Chicago.

“La conversación tiene que re-
montarse a antes del COVID. Vivi-
mos en una sociedad que ha sido 
saqueada por el racismo y vastas 
desigualdades económicas durante 
generaciones”, dijo Okinczyc-Cruz.

Explicó que la pobreza, las 
desigualdades de ingresos, las 

condiciones de trabajo peligrosas, 
las condiciones de vivienda en ha-
cinamiento, la degradación medio 
ambiental y las desigualdades en 
los cuidados de salud, han situado 
a la comunidad latina y negra en 
un riesgo más alto de contraer y 
morir a causa del COVID-19.  

“Tenemos millones de inmi-
grantes que contribuyen mucho 
a este país y que quedaron com-
pletamente fuera del paquete de 
estímulos que otorgaron más de 
medio trillón de dólares a corpo-
raciones” y que a pesar de que la 
ayuda era para que no despidieran 
a sus empleados, aún así los de-
spidieron, dijo Okinczyc-Cruz.

La escritora independiente Olga 
Segura enfatizó la importancia 
de crear espacios para el diálogo 
sobre la raza en las comunidades 
y entre familias y amigos, incluso 
si al principio esto hace sentirse 
incómoda a la gente.

“Está bien estar en esa incomo-
didad, está bien estar en tu comu-
nidad y tener esas conversaciones, 

porque eso es el primer modo en 
que podamos avanzar”, dijo Segu-
ra.

Quienes desean involucrarse 
pueden ayudar a las comuni-
dades afectadas por la pandemia 
y a quienes trabajan en esfuerzos 
contra el racismo con donativos 
económicos a las organizaciones 
que trabajan en esas causas” 
añadió Segura.

Como Guerrero, Segura también 
ha ayudado a familiares que han 
sido afectados negativamente por 
la pandemia.

Y las parroquias de todo el país 
están haciendo un gran trabajo 
en ayudar a las familias afecta-
das, informó el obispo Dorsonville. 
Hablando de su experiencia en la 
Arquidiócesis de Washington, dijo 
que los feligreses han sido in-
creíblemente solidarios ofreciendo 
comida y ayuda a quienes tienen 
más necesidad.

“El punto a resaltar aquí es que 
hacemos esto inspirados por la fe”, 
dijo el prelado.
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San Juan Pablo II y la Eucaristía
Mis citas favoritas de Ecclesia de Eucharistia

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

El 17 de abril de 2003, Jueves Santo en el 
Año del Rosario, San Juan Pablo II escribió 
para la Iglesia Universal su Carta Encíclica 
“Ecclesia de Eucharistia”, una reflexión sobre 
la Eucaristía y su relación con la Iglesia. Este 
es el comienzo de la carta:

“La Iglesia vive de la Eucaristía. Esta ver-
dad no expresa solamente una experiencia 
cotidiana de fe, sino que encierra en síntesis 
el núcleo del misterio de la Iglesia. Ésta ex-
perimenta con alegría cómo se realiza contin-
uamente, en múltiples formas, la promesa del 
Señor: ‘He aquí que yo estoy con vosotros todos 
los días hasta el fin del mundo’ (Mt 28, 20); en 
la sagrada Eucaristía, por la transformación 
del pan y el vino en el cuerpo y en la sangre 
del Señor, se alegra de esta presencia con una 
intensidad única. Desde que, en Pentecostés, la 
Iglesia, Pueblo de la Nueva Alianza, ha em-
pezado su peregrinación hacia la patria celeste, 
este divino Sacramento ha marcado sus días, 
llenándolos de confiada esperanza. …Con 
razón ha proclamado el Concilio Vaticano II 
que el Sacrificio eucarístico es ‘fuente y cima de 
toda la vida cristiana’.  ‘La sagrada Eucaristía, 
en efecto, contiene todo el bien espiritual de la 
Iglesia, es decir, Cristo mismo, nuestra Pascua 
y Pan de Vida, que da la vida a los hombres por 
medio del Espíritu Santo’. Por tanto la mira-
da de la Iglesia se dirige continuamente a su 
Señor, presente en el Sacramento del altar, en 
el cual descubre la plena manifestación de su 
inmenso amor.”.

La Eucaristía es alguien, no algo, es algui-
en. La Eucaristía es Jesús verdaderamente 
presente ante nosotros. Nos alimenta consigo 
mismo y en este alimento, nos ama y nos da 
vida. Jesús, nuestro amado Señor, nunca nos 
deja solos. Jesús nos llama, nos invita a estar 
con él. Esta es la razón por la cual el culto a la 
Eucaristía fuera de la Misa tiene un valor incal-
culable para la vida de la Iglesia. Lo recibimos 
en la comunión y lo adoramos siempre.

Cuando recibimos el Cuerpo de Cristo, 
estamos unidos a él y a todos los demás que 
son uno con él. Esta unidad no es algo que 
podamos ver con nuestros ojos, podemos ver 
sus frutos, pero es una unidad invisible que es 
verdadera y real. Casi como esposas de hierro 
invisibles que nos hacen inseparables de Cristo 
y de los demás. San Juan Pablo II dijo algo 
sobre esto en la sección 36 de esta carta. He 
dejado las citas bíblicas para que puedan ver 
cómo vincula esta verdad con las Escrituras ...

“La comunión invisible, aun siendo por natu-
raleza un crecimiento, supone la vida de gracia, 
por medio de la cual se nos hace ‘partícipes 
de la naturaleza divina’ (2 Pe 1, 4), así como 
la práctica de las virtudes de la fe, de la espe-
ranza y de la caridad. En efecto, sólo de este 
modo se obtiene verdadera comunión con el 
Padre, el Hijo y el Espíritu Santo. No basta la 
fe, sino que es preciso perseverar en la gracia 
santificante y en la caridad, permaneciendo 
en el seno de la Iglesia con el ‘cuerpo’ y con el 
‘corazón’; es decir, hace falta, por decirlo con 
palabras de san Pablo, ‘la fe que actúa por la 
caridad’ (Ga 5, 6).”

Jesús siempre está presente en el sagrar-
io, solo busca la lámpara en el santuario. Y, 
somos bendecidos con ocasiones especiales 
cuando Jesucristo es sacado del tabernáculo 
y expuesto solemnemente en la custodia para 
nuestro culto y adoración. La adoración de 
Jesucristo es esencial para cada discípulo. La 
adoración eucarística es nuestro tiempo espe-
cial para estar con Cristo. Él nos ama y no-
sotros lo amamos durante cada Hora Santa.

San Juan Pablo II habla de esto es una sec-
ción del párrafo 25...

“Es hermoso estar con Él y, reclinados sobre 
su pecho como el discípulo predilecto, palpar 
el amor infinito de su corazón. Si el cristianis-
mo ha de distinguirse en nuestro tiempo sobre 
todo por el ‘arte de la oración’, ¿cómo no sentir 
una renovada necesidad de estar largos ratos 

en conv-
ersación 
espiri-
tual, en 
adoración 
silenci-
osa, en 
actitud 
de amor, 
ante Cristo presente en el Santísimo Sacramen-
to? ¡Cuántas veces, mis queridos hermanos y 
hermanas, he hecho esta experiencia y en ella 
he encontrado fuerza, consuelo y apoyo!”

Otro párrafo que nos guía en nuestro servicio 
a los demás es el No. 60...

“Todo compromiso de santidad, toda acción 
orientada a realizar la misión de la Iglesia, toda 
puesta en práctica de planes pastorales, ha de 
sacar del Misterio eucarístico la fuerza necesar-
ia y se ha de ordenar a él como a su culmen. 
En la Eucaristía tenemos a Jesús, tenemos su 
sacrificio redentor, tenemos su resurrección, 
tenemos el don del Espíritu Santo, tenemos la 
adoración, la obediencia y el amor al Padre. Si 
descuidáramos la Eucaristía, ¿cómo podríamos 
remediar nuestra indigencia?”

Me gustaría terminar esta columna invitán-
dote a reflexionar en silencio sobre estas 
palabras mientras visitas a nuestro Señor en el 
tabernáculo.

Estas son parte de las palabras finales de 
San Juan Pablo II en su carta ...

“En el humilde signo del pan y el vino, trans-
formados en su cuerpo y en su sangre, Cristo 
camina con nosotros como nuestra fuerza y 
nuestro viático y nos convierte en testigos de 
esperanza para todos. Si ante este Misterio la 
razón experimenta sus propios límites, el cora-
zón, iluminado por la gracia del Espíritu Santo, 
intuye bien cómo ha de comportarse, sumién-
dose en la adoración y en un amor sin límites.”

continuado de la página 12
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erences to Principal Talita DeNegri 
at tdenegri@mountstmary.org. 

Art teacher - OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking a part time art 
teacher. Must have experience in 
advanced placement. Send cov-
er letter, resume, certifications 

and references to Principal Talita 
DeNegri at tdenegri@mountstmary.
org. 

Jobs Box

Listening is not the only way I 
have been influenced by Cath-
olic radio. The listeners and 
volunteers I work with play a vi-
tal part in cultivating my faith. 
Please allow me to pay tribute 
to my friend and colleague, 
Marlene Stapp.

Marlene’s story epitomizes an 
American adventure story. Iron-
ically, though, Marlene emigrat-
ed from Canada at age 20. She 
worked on a dude ranch, fell in 
love with a cowboy and mar-
ried him. As the children were 
born to the family, the cowboy 
joined the Army and became 
a medevac pilot, enduring two 
tours in Vietnam. 

It was her faith, according to 
Marlene, that helped the couple 
weather the stress and sepa-
ration of war. It was her faith 
that sustained her several years 
later when Marlene, pregnant 
with her fourth child, learned 
her husband had died of a mas-
sive heart attack. Specifically, 
Marlene credits the faith, love 
and support given her and her 
children in the compassionate 
person of her former pastor, 
Father Wade Darnell. 

In a twist right out of an 
adventure novel, Marlene’s 
brother-in-law also provided a 
lot of support. He and Marlene 
grew very close and romance 
blossomed. They were married 
in 1980. Marlene and Chuck 
moved to Norman and served 
as faithful Catholics at Saint 
Joseph Catholic Church as cate-
chists and adorers, and in stew-

ardship and other capacities.
Marlene, however, was not 

raised with a faith. She marks 
the beginning of her faith jour-
ney with an “experience” early 
in her married life. Asleep, one 
night, she became aware of a 
warmth or “presence” in the 
room. This “experience” be-
came the catalyst in seeking a 
relationship with God. Through 
neighbors who were also close 
friends, Marlene found fulfill-
ment in the Catholic Church. 

Marlene and her husband 
Chuck welcomed a fifth child 
to the family and never stopped 
saying “yes” to the opportuni-
ties God put before them; even 
the sad ones such as Chuck’s 
cancer and death in 1999. Mar-
lene’s adventurous nature was 
not abated, which is why I sus-
pect she became involved with 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio, ulti-
mately as secretary/treasurer. 

Marlene is practical, gracious, 
candid and thoughtful without 
being blunt. Those qualities, I 
think, led Marlene to be the 
“go-to “ volunteer for both Saint 
Joseph Catholic Church and 
OKCR. In fact, it was Marlene 
who started this column and 
passed the torch to me when 
she found herself wearing too 
many volunteer hats.

Marlene reluctantly retired 
several months ago to address 
some medical challenges. I 
admire her optimistic embrace 
of every project and challenge 
in her life. I hope when she 
reads this column, I am making 
her proud. If you would like to 
hear Marlene’s story in her own 
words, visit www.okcr.org/pro-
grams. Look for “Make Straight 
the Way,” Marlene Stapp Part 1 
and Part 2.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
executive director

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking an executive di-
rector for the Bl. Stanley Rother 
Shrine. This position is responsi-
ble for the operation of the shrine, 
which is under construction in 
Oklahoma City. Duties include 
leading the planning and execu-
tion of all business and operation-
al aspects of the shrine; providing 
executive leadership for lay em-
ployees and contractors support-
ing the shine; strategic planning 
for the facilities, programs, re-
source development and outreach; 
serving as the assistant secretary 
of the board of directors for the 
shrine corporation as a non-voting 
member; and promotion of pilgrim-
ages and other activities that will 
take place on the campus. Must be 
a faithful Catholic who is active in 
parish life and forms life around 
the teachings of the Church; 
possess a bachelor’s degree from 
an accredited institution of higher 
education (a master’s degree in 
business or other discipline using 
analytical processes preferred); five 
years in executive leadership with 
complete financial responsibility; 
demonstrated ability to provide 
oversight to staff and volunteers. 
Experience in shrine leadership 
preferred. Bilingual in Spanish 
strongly preferred. Send inquiries 
and resumes to nlargent@archokc.
org.

Principal - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City is seeking a princi-
pal for the 2020-2021 school year. 
Must be a practicing Catholic and 
an outstanding educator with a 
minimum of five years teaching 
experience. Administrative experi-
ence and bilingual in Spanish pre-
ferred. Applicants are expected to 
meet archdiocesan requirements. 
Salary and benefits will be com-
mensurate with experience and 
archdiocesan guidelines. Position 
effective July 1. Contact the Office 
of the Superintendent, P.O. Box 
32180, OKC 73123 or call (405) 
721-4202.

Outreach internship - OKC
St. Eugene Catholic Church in 

Oklahoma City is offering a volun-
teer outreach intern opportunity 
for creative individuals with a 
passion for spreading the Gospel 
through its various digital commu-
nication platforms. College stu-
dents or recent graduates should 
apply. Intern must be willing to 
commit 10-12 hours a week for 
eight weeks. Application deadline 
is June 30. Contact pyardley@
steugenes.org.

School librarian - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

in Oklahoma City is interviewing 
applicants for the librarian po-
sition for the 2020-2021 school 
year. A bachelor’s degree in edu-
cation along with a state teaching 
certificate is required. Send re-

sume, cover letter to Amy Feighny, 
Christ the King School, 1905 Elm-
hurst Ave., Oklahoma City 73120 
or afeighny@ckschool.com. Down-
load teacher application packet at 
archokc.org/careers.

Teaching assistant - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

in Oklahoma City is interviewing 
applicants for a teacher’s assistant 
position in a first-grade classroom 
for the 2020-2021 school year. 
Experience working with young 
children is strongly encouraged. 
Send resume, cover letter to Amy 
Feighny, Christ the King School, 
1905 Elmhurst Ave., Oklahoma 
City 73120 or afeighny@ckschool.
com. Download teacher application 
packet at archokc.org/careers.

Teachers, director - OKC
Rosary Catholic School in Okla-

homa City is accepting applica-
tions for a part-time art teacher, 
part-time music teacher and after 
care director for the 2020-2021 
school year. Send resume, cover 
letter and copy of teaching certif-
icate to Christy Harris, principal, 
1919 N.W. 18, Oklahoma City 
73106 or principal@rosaryschool.
com. Download teacher application 
packet at archokc.org/careers.

Holy Family Home director 
Catholic Charities is seeking a 

director for the Holy Family Home, 
a transitional living facility for 
homeless women and women with 
children. It is a 24-hour 7-days-a-
week facility and functions like a 
home. The director is responsible 
for the supervision, safety and 
care of the facility, staff and the 
residents. Responsibilities include 
managing and monitoring the daily 
needs of the house, the residents, 
implementing social and learning 
activities for adults and children, 
oversight of case management for 
all residents, and assist all resi-
dents with independent housing. 
Minimum qualifications: Advanced 
degree in social work, or human 
services related field, preferred. 
Three to five years’ significant 
experience in leadership positions. 
Skills in providing case manage-
ment services. Strong interperson-
al skills to effectively communicate 
with staff, management and resi-
dents. Ability to set and maintain 
healthy boundaries. Send cover 
letter and resume to Theresa Flan-
nery at tflannery@ccaokc.org.

High School swim coach - OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking a swim coach. 
Send cover letter, resume, certifi-
cations and references to Principal 
Talita DeNegri at tdenegri@mount-
stmary.org. 

Math teacher - OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking a part-time and 
full-time math teacher certified in 
all areas (preferably in Geometry, 
Algebra, Calculus). Send cover let-
ter, resume, certifications and ref-

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.
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Troy Snow
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Kevin Pierce
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kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Trey Welker
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MDRT, SKC
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trey.welker@kofc.org
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Bobby Stevens
SKC

405-534-0397
bobby.stevens@kofc.org
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Chad McAuliff
MDRT, SKC
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chad.mcauliff@kofc.org
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Lance Dufour
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lance.dufour@kofc.org
Councils: 962, 1302,
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Robert Blakely
405-243-8324

robert.blakely@kofc.org
Councils: 1038, 1044,

1533, 1537, 2974, 3113,
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Devon Soukup
MDRT, SKC

405-505-6030
devon.soukup@kofc.org

Councils: 767, 3101,
5440, 5759, 6478, 

8633, 14744

Mike Maggio 
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michael.maggio@kofc.org
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Max Yardley
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This could be you!
Career opportunities

available. 

Michael Dalby
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michael.dalby@kofc.org
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2604, 4889, 5168, 
8523, 9900, 11648,
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Briefs
Please contact event or meeting 

organizers before attending.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp

Three camp events are being 
offered this summer at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp: 
Family Camp, Camp at Home and 
Family Nights. For details visit 
archokc.org/camp. 

Shrine webcam
A new live webcam allows view-

ers to watch the building of the 
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine! The 
webcam will be live streaming 
throughout construction. Watch at 
archokc.org/shrinewebcam.

0K Fun-No-Run 
The Bl. Stanley Rother Feast 

Day 0K Fun-No-Run and Celebra-
tion for Life is July 18. The race 
requires zero movement and is for 
all ages and athletic abilities. Race 
package $35, includes T-shirt, 
victory coin, bumper sticker and 
lunch ticket. Proceeds benefit The 
Center of Family Love and spon-
soring parishes. Locations to be 
announced. Visit www.facebook.
com/0K4Rother. Contact 0K4Ro-
ther@gmail.com.

Rosary Run
The third annual Bl. Stanley 

Rother Rosary Run is July 25. This 
year the run is virtual. Visit www.
therothermen.com.

Reunion
St. Anthony Catholic School 

Alumni Association is planning 

an all-school reunion at 1 p.m. 
Aug. 1, at the St. Anthony School 
Activity Center (gym) for anyone 
who attended St. Anthony school 
from 1917 to 1970. Contact Larry 
Biddle at certplus@hotmail.com or 
(918) 756-1792.

Gospel of Life School
The Gospel of Life Disciples 

present “Dedicate Yourself to 
Discipleship: Encounter Christ 
through prayer, study, communi-
ty and service.” The fall session is 
September-December. Contact Jim 
Armour at (405) 278-6659, jim@
gospeloflifedisciples.org.

Domestic Church Evangelization 
Retreat

The next Domestic Church Evan-
gelization Retreat is Sept. 4-7, 

at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in Oklahoma City. Cost is $350; 
scholarships are possible. Contact 
Alex Schimpf at (405) 709-2755, 
aschimpf@archokc.org. Register 
online: archokc.weshareonline.
org/ws/opportunities/Domestic-
ChurchEvangelizationRetreat.

Day of Reflection
A Day of Reflection: “A Deeper 

Encounter with Christ from the 
Gospel of John” with Fr. Sean 
O’Brien will be 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Sept. 12, at St. Gregory’s Abbey in 
Shawnee. Early bird discount $30; 
$35 at the door, includes lunch. 
Contact (405) 878-5656, retreats@
monksok.org.

To see more briefs, go online to 
www.archokc.org/briefs..

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

June 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time.

Father’s Day.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

Feast of St. Paulinus of Nola.

Feast of Sts. John Fisher and 
Thomas More.

Daily Mass live-streamed from 
St. Francis de Sales Chapel, 
11:30 a.m., archokc.org/live, 
Facebook Live.

Feast of the Nativity of St. 
John the Baptist.

Feast of St. Cyril of 
Alexandria.

Thirteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.

Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul.

Feast of the First Martyrs of 
the Holy Roman Church.

Daily Mass live-streamed 
from St. Francis de Sales 
Chapel, 11:30 a.m., archokc.
org/live, Facebook Live.

July

Feast of St. Junipero Serra.

Feast of St. Thomas. 

CPC closed.

Independence Day.
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Please consider a gift to support the 2020 Sooner Catholic Communications Appeal. 
You can go online to archokc.org/SCappeal, or cut off the bottom section and return it to 

P.O. Box 32180 Oklahoma City, OK 73123

Please accept my gift to support the 
Sooner Catholic Communications Appeal.
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Parish:

The Sooner Catholic Communications Appeal helps to support 
communication efforts in the archdiocese such as:
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Live Streamed
Masses and Events

Sooner Catholic
soonercatholic.org  archokc.orgNovember 17, 2019    

Go Make Disciples

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Archdiocese blesses site, 
breaks ground on Blessed 

Stanley Rother Shrine

continued on page 8

Photo Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

Some of the most 
sought-after Catholic 
speakers and musicians 
will be in Oklahoma City 

on Dec. 7 to join Archbishop Coak-
ley for an inspiring day of celebra-
tion and formation. 

The Archdiocesan Convocation 
will include the release of Arch-
bishop Coakley’s pastoral plan for 
the next 10 years for the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City - “Vision 
2030: Building a Culture of Con-
version and Discipleship.”

The event is free. Register before 
Dec. 5 and lunch will be provided. 
Register at archokc.org/convoca-
tion. 

The event is in downtown Okla-
homa City at the Cox Convention 
Center from 8:45 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 
The event will conclude with Mass 
at 4 p.m. celebrated by Archbishop 
Coakley.

The national leaders speaking 
at the event are Jeff Cavins, who 
published The Great Adventure 
Bible series and Kevin Cotter with 
Amazing Parish. They will be 

National Catholic speakers 
coming to OKC Dec. 7

continued on page 16

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

The U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops Fall 

General Assembly was held 
Nov. 11-13. Find results, 

resources and presentation 
information at usccb.org.

OKLAHOMA CITY – Archbish-
op Paul Coakley broke ground 
Sunday, Nov. 3, for the Blessed 
Stanley Rother Shrine in south 
Oklahoma City. He was joined 
by Oklahoma City Mayor David 
Holt, Archbishop Emeritus Euse-
bius Beltran, Tulsa Bishop David 

Konderla, Little Rock Bishop 
Anthony Taylor, Abbot Lawrence 
Stasyszen and nearly 2,000 
priests, deacons and lay faithful. 

 During the ceremony, Arch-
bishop Coakley blessed the cor-
nerstone of the shrine and the 
ground where the future main 
altar will be located. He then 
processed with the bishops and 
priests to bless the area where 

Blessed Stanley Rother will be 
entombed in the chapel.  

 “What we are about to con-
struct here we are building 
for the honor and glory of God 
whose goodness, whose holiness, 
whose faithfulness, whose mercy 
shown through the life of Father 
Stanley Rother,” Archbishop 
Coakley said during his homily. 
“It is God who we glorify as God 

reveals himself in the lives of his 
holy ones. We do all of this as 
we do all things for the glory of 
God and for our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.” 

 The $40 million shrine at S.E. 
89 and Shields Boulevard is the 
signature element of the first-ev-
er capital campaign for 
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