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Go Make Disciples

Catholic dioceses launch Oklahoma Catholic 
Native Schools Project

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Shop Christmas gifts at local 
Catholic bookstores

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City and the Diocese of Tulsa on 
Nov. 11 launched a new project 
to better understand the history, 
educational value and experiences 
of Native students in Oklahoma 
Catholic boarding schools from 
1880 to 1965.  

The Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project seeks to under-
stand the history of Catholic Indian 
boarding schools in Oklahoma by 
gathering oral histories from former 
students and their descendants, 
studying documentation on Cath-

olic Indian boarding schools from 
parishes, religious orders, tribes, 
the U.S. Department of the Interior 
and other reputable sources.  

The information collected 
through documents and oral histo-
ries will be compiled into a report.

“It is important we learn and un-
derstand the experiences of Ameri-
can Indian children and their fami-
lies at Catholic boarding schools in 
Oklahoma so we can make better 
and more informed decisions mov-
ing forward,” Archbishop Coakley 
said. “We will continue to build a 
culture of inclusion, healing and 
understanding related to Native 

Project will study the history, experiences of Catholic Indian boarding schools in Oklahoma

continued on page 7

Church’s evangelizing 
mission can heal 

division, archbishop 
tells assembly

Oklahoma Catholics look-
ing to support local Catholic 
businesses this Christmas 
have several shopping options, 
including a new Catholic book-
store in southwest Oklahoma 
City.  

After eight years of operating 
Cordero De Dios Libreria out of 
their garage, Norma and Salva-
dor Vasquez moved their book-
store to a storefront location 
earlier this year. Located on 
S.W. 44 near Western Avenue, 
the bookstore is within walking 
distance of Saint James the 
Greater Catholic Church. 

The store offers an impressive 
selection of books and gifts, 
both Spanish and English, for 
children and adults. For the 
Vasquezes, it is more than 
just a bookstore; it is how they 
minister. 

“When people come and buy 
anything, each item will help 
people to know more about 
God,” Norma Vasquez said. 

New arrivals at Cordero De 
Dios Libreria include nativi-
ty sets, advent wreaths and 
books, including the recently 
released title “Elwood: The 
Story of a Catholic World War 
II Hero.” Also included in the 
store’s literary options are 

continued on page 12

Find a list of  local 
Catholic bookstores 
on page 12.

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 5

BALTIMORE – The U.S. Church to-
day is called more than ever to carry 
out its centuries-long evangelizing 
mission at a time of spiritual awak-
ening rising from “under the clouds 
of the pandemic” and the country’s 
uncertain future, the president of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops told his fellow prelates.

“People are starting to examine 
what they truly believe and what 
they value most deeply in their 
lives,” said Los Angeles Archbishop 
José H. Gomez, who spoke Nov. 16 
during the opening public session 
of the USCCB’s Nov. 15-18 general 
assembly in Baltimore. He received a 
standing ovation from the bishops.

The questions from people allow 
the Church to continue its mission, 
even in an increasingly secularized 
society, the archbishop said.

The challenge, he said, is “to 
understand how the church should 
carry out her mission.”

Archbishop Gomez acknowledged 
that differences among members of 
the Church exist because of the dif-
fering views people hold on how to 

By Dennis Sadowski 
Catholic News Service 
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For an increase of vo-
cations to the priesthood, 
diaconate, religious life and 
holy marriages. We pray 
to the Lord. Lord, hear our 
prayer.

a Lay Missionaries of 
Charity, the lay order of the 
Missionaries of Charity of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet 
on the first Saturday of each 
month for Holy Mass at 9:30 
a.m. at St. Ann Indepen-
dent Living Center in the St. 
Joachim Chapel followed 
by Eucharistic adoration, 
the Rosary and the Chap-
let. Meeting 10 a.m. – Noon 
in the conference room. 
They also meet on the third 
Saturday of each month 
10 a.m. – Noon in the Holy 
Innocents’ conference room. 
Any lay person interested in 
living a consecrated life is 
welcome to attend at ei-
ther location. Contact Toni 
Harrelson, (405) 341-2199, 
(405) 694-1292, tonimah@
sbcglobal.net.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

During November as we see the natural world 
around us preparing for its long winter rest, the 
Church’s liturgy and many popular customs invite 
us to reflect on what we call the four last things: 
death, judgment, heaven and hell. 

This is no morbid fascination, but a sober remind-
er of the transitory nature of this world and a bold 
summons to Christian hope. We began the month 
celebrating the saints in glory on All Saints Day. On 
Nov. 2, we observed the Commemoration of All the 
Faithful Departed (All Souls Day) and later in the 
month, on the last Sunday of the liturgical year, we 
celebrate the triumphant Solemnity of Christ the 
King.

Though we may not give much thought to the 
“four last things,” they are an inescapable reality for 
each of us. They remind us of the eternal destiny of 
heavenly glory that God has prepared for us in Je-
sus Christ and the eternal consequences of turning 
our back on God’s love. 

Saint John of the Cross wrote, “In the evening 
of our life, we shall be judged on our love.” At the 
end of life’s journey, perfect love will make possible 
our immediate entrance into heaven. If our love is 
imperfect and still mingled with selfishness, we will 
need further purification. A total lack of authentic 
love will mean eternal separation from God because 
God is love.

God has made us for heaven, where he has pre-
pared for us the perfect fulfillment of all human 
longing in supreme and eternal happiness. We will 
enter the presence of God and share his life forever. 
We cannot even begin to imagine the joy God has 
prepared for us in heaven. 

The bible uses images such as a wedding banquet 
and being welcomed into our Father’s house, as in 
the parable of the Prodigal Son, to give us a glimpse 
of the happiness of heaven. We know that we will 
enjoy a perfect communion love with the most Holy 
Trinity and all the angels and saints. In order to 
share with us the Father’s mercy, Jesus Christ 
has opened the gates of heaven for us by accepting 
death for our sins and gaining victory over sin in his 
Resurrection from the dead.

At the other end of the spectrum is ultimately the 
rejection of mercy, which is hell. The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church teaches that “The chief pun-
ishment of hell is eternal separation from God” 
(CCC 1035) who alone is our supreme and ultimate 
fulfillment. In choosing to persist in sin, those who 
are condemned to hell have freely rejected God’s 
love and his call to repentance. “God predestines no 
one to go to hell” (CCC 1037). He desires only our 
happiness. But, he will not and cannot violate our 
freedom by forcing us to accept his mercy and love. 

In that sense, hell is of 
our own making and 
choosing. 

Those who die in the 
state of friendship with 
God but who are not 
fully perfected in love are assured of salvation, but 
they must first undergo further purification from 
the effects of their sins. Only those who are perfect-
ed in love and holiness are able to bear the weight 
of glory and enter into the presence of the Most 
Holy Trinity. This process of purification after death 
is called purgatory. “The Church gives the name 
Purgatory to the final purification of the elect, which 
is entirely different from the punishment of the 
damned” (CCC 1031). 

We really do not know exactly what purgatory is. 
It is often described in terms of a purifying fire. The 
image of fire helps us recognize that perfect love is 
achieved only through a painful stripping away of 
the remnants of self-centeredness that cling to us 
and keep us from loving freely and totally. 

In the Nicene Creed, which we profess at Sunday 
Mass, we profess belief in the Communion of Saints. 
In the Communion of Saints, we are united with 
fellow believers on earth, with the suffering souls 
in purgatory as well as the saints in heaven. In this 
wonderful communion of life and love we are able 
to assist and be assisted by the prayers and good 
works of one another. 

The Church always is mindful of the duty to assist 
those in purgatory, especially through the cele-
bration of the Eucharist. We pray for the faithful 
departed as part of the Eucharistic Prayer in every 
Mass. But, we also can request that Masses be 
offered for the intention of the deceased, especially 
for our deceased loved ones. As an expression of the 
mystery of the Communion of Saints, the Church 
also allows us to obtain indulgences and apply them 
in charity toward the souls in purgatory.  

Though it is our Christian duty always to be 
mindful of the faithful departed, the month of 
November is an opportune time to pray for them. 
On All Souls Day, we come to the aid our deceased 
brothers and sisters by special remembrances at 
Mass and other local customs. In many cultures it 
is the day set aside for the praiseworthy practice of 
visiting cemeteries and the graves of departed loved 
ones and friends. 

By visiting these sacred places, we honor the dead 
and by our prayers we assist them as they await 
the fulfillment of their hope (and ours), which is the 
resurrection of the body and life everlasting. 

May the souls of the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Remembering the four 
last things

Lord, we thank you
for the goodness of our people

and for the spirit of justice
that fills this nation.

We thank you for the beauty 
and fullness of the

land and the challenge of the 
cities. We thank you for our work 

and our rest,
for one another, and for 

our homes.
We thank you, Lord:

accept our thanksgiving 
on this day.

We pray and give thanks 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Nov. 23 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 24 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Nov. 29 - Dec. 1 – Visit to Conception Seminary College, Conception, Mo. 
Dec. 2 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., St. James the Greater, OKC 
Dec. 2 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities offices, OKC 
Dec. 3 – CPC staff Advent Reflection Day, CPC offices closed 8:30 a.m. - Noon

As the pandemic continued to put 
a strain on hospitals, the morale 
of medical professionals began to 
wither. 

“When it first happened, every-
body was on board and the health care work-
ers were the heroes, and EMS were the heroes. 
People brought food and they brought supplies 
and they made clackers and signs. There was 
a lot of support. But, as the pandemic 
dragged on, 
there wasn’t 
as much sup-
port. People 
got fatigued 
with it,” said 
Mary Pinzon, 
a former nurse 
at Integris 
Southwest 
Medical Cen-
ter, who also 
taught stroke 
education in her 
community.

“There is a 
spiritual attack 
going on right 
now, and 
there is a lot 
we can do.”

When 
Pinzon visit-
ed with her 
friends in the 
medical field, 
they shared 
their stories of 
having a low 
morale affect-
ing them and 
COVID-19 pa-
tients.

She asked her medial friends about bring-
ing pictures to staff to help. Pinzon had done 
something similar in the past to help boost 

morale at nursing homes.
“Around Thanksgiving, I found some of the 

kids at Christ the King in Oklahoma City, 
and asked if some of them would be willing to 
color pictures that I could take to the nursing 
homes. It was for the staff as well as the clients 
and the residents, and they were over the 
moon,” she said.

Using that same concept, she asked the 
students if they were willing to do that again. 
She named the project the Good News Chroni-
cles. She said she found the coloring pages on 
Pinterest and other websites. 

Students at Saint James Catholic 
School in Oklahoma City joined 
in, coloring pages for medical staff 
and first responders to help cheer 
them up.

“The school took it on as a proj-
ect, and every teacher in every 
class decided to do something 
different. Some of the cards 
went to only Integris Southwest 
Medical Center because 
many of the parents 
work there. I made 
copies and shared them 
with all seven hospitals 
in the metro.”

Some of the students 
dressed as doctors and 
nurses and teachers took 
photos for Pinzon to 
share with hospital staff. 
Some students added 
prayers and poetry to 
the color pages.

“They caused a few 
moist eyes, and you 
saw the kids under-
stand clearly what’s 
going on, and one of 
the students put on 
their photo ‘I’m sorry 
you have to see peo-

ple die,’” she said.
A public charter school in 

Oklahoma City also had their art 
students make different kinds of pictures and 
creations to give. 

Pinzon 
said she envi-
sions The Good 
News Chroni-
cles spreading 
around the state. 
She called on 
others to support 
the medical staff 
at hospitals, law 
enforcement, fire-
fighters and EMS.

“I want to en-
courage people to 
reach out to share 
something good. 
There’s so much 
good out there, so 
if you see some-
thing good, share it. 
It’s easier when it’s 
not faced alone.”

Jolene Schonchin 
is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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Students raise morale in hospitals 
through photos, prayers 

The Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine 
reflects the beauty of its Spanish 
architecture. One item that is be-
coming more visible is the Perla PEP 
White B Pine King – the white brick. 
The bricks are clay with a low iron 
content. When mixed with chalk and 
fired, they turn white. The bricks 
provide the look of white Spanish 
stucco with the required hardiness 
for Oklahoma weather.

Rother shrine update

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The events leading to the 
imagining and ultimate 
failure of Saint John 

Vianney Seminary in the Tulsa 
area became a story of the great 
depression and a compelling 
conflict between two very strong 
and gifted men both possessing 
formidable egos. 

Monsignor John Heiring was 
born in Dyersville, Iowa, on Oct. 
24, 1874, to German immigrant 
parents. Ordained for the Vicar-
iate of Oklahoma (the Diocese of 
Oklahoma was erected in 1905) 
in 1901, he became the pastor of 
Tulsa’s Holy Family Church, the 
first Catholic church in Tulsa. 

It soon became apparent that 
as Catholics came in droves to 
Tulsa, a larger and much grand-
er facility was required. What 
resulted from his work and 
passion was the largest church 
in Oklahoma at the time. The 
new Holy Family Church was 
dedicated on April 1, 1914, and 
quickly became a Tulsa land-
mark. 

By 1917, the parish had 
become unwieldy with 4,000 
parishioners and Monsignor 
Heiring saw the need to divide 
it. Buying property at 15th and 
Peoria, Sacred Heart Parish was 
born. Ten years later, Bishop 
Kelley’s art deco masterpiece, 
Christ the King, would be con-
structed on the property and 
Sacred Heart would cease to be.

A leading figure of the Church 
in eastern Oklahoma, his many 
successes lead to him being 
referred to as the “father of 
Tulsa.” Blessed with a number 
of admirable qualities, his many 
triumphs in building and his re-
lationships with the wealthy had 
left him with (according to Bish-
op Kelley’s biographer James 
Gaffey) “a sense of independence 
and self-esteem, making it diffi-

cult to subject himself to 
a superior.” Being the 

classic introvert, his 
mode of operation 
was the direct oppo-

site of Bishop Kelley 
whose freewheeling, 
improvisational style 
was a source of irrita-
tion to him.

In 1928, Heiring 
gave rather generously 
a 60-acre plot on the 
edge of Tulsa to serve 
as the location of the 
new seminary. Bishop 
Kelley requested that 
monsignor be put in 
charge of finance and 
building the complex 
and he, in turn, would 
recruit the faculty. Hei-
ring’s early estimates 
saw September 1929 as 
a reasonable date for 
opening. This however 
was optimistic.

The relationship began to dete-
riorate quickly as Bishop Kelley 
made a proposition to borrow 
funds from the seminary to bail 
out Saint Anthony’s in Okmul-
gee, which had defaulted on a 
debt of $118,000. Heiring was 
irate in learning of the possibili-
ty and Kelley backed off.

However, trust became a 
problem, and as a consequence, 
Heiring questioned the bishop’s 
resolve and not without reason. 
Kelley had made urgent appeals 
publicly and lamented the whole 
project in private. With the oil 
boom in full swing in Oklahoma 
City, Kelley joined in the wildcat-
ting craze and allowed drilling 
on orphanage property, hoping 
that this would be the end of the 
diocese’s monetary woes. Due to 
the inherent dangers to children, 
they were moved to the seminary 
property. 

Monsignor Heiring was in-
censed and resigned. He also 
lamented giving up the pastor-
ate of Holy Family to take on 
the seminary project. He now 
asked for an extended leave of 
absence. Kelley saw the possible 
firestorm his resignation could 
cause due to his exalted status 
in the community. Doing his 

best to calm the ire of donors 
and priests, he continued with 
the project, but the stock market 
crash of 1929 all but paralyzed 
any future projects. The cost of 
maintaining the plant would be 
at least $20,000, an unaccept-
able figure.

In 1931, Bishop Kelley sold 
the property to the Good Shep-
herd Sisters as a shelter for 
girls for $50,000 – it was worth 
$230,000. It later would be 
the grounds of Saint Bernard 
Church. With the resolution, the 
diocese was relieved of a prob-
lem and the diocesan debt was 
paid. 

Kelley did not shirk his re-
sponsibility for the disaster: “I 
believe a mistake was made in 
building our preparatory semi-
nary. That was mistake is mine. 
I can blame no one else for it.”

The clash of titans was done, 
but the relationship between 
them never improved. Monsi-
gnor Heiring served in western 
Oklahoma in Chickasha and 
Sacred Heart in Oklahoma City. 
He ended his career as chaplain 
at Saint John’s Hospital in Tulsa 
from 1944-1963. Bishop Kelley 
survived the Depression and 
World War II, passing away in 
1948 after battling illness for the 
last six years of his life.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Monsignor John Heiring

OKLAHOMA CITY – For the ninth consecutive 
time, Mercy Hospital Oklahoma City has received an 
“A” Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade for achievements 
in protecting patients from harm and errors in the 
hospital. 

The Leapfrog Group, an independent, nation-
al watchdog organization, assigns letter grades to 
hospitals across the country based on more than 30 
performance measures reflecting errors, injuries, ac-
cidents and infections as well as the systems hospi-
tals have in place to prevent harm to their patients.

In Oklahoma, Mercy Hospital Oklahoma City was 

one of only 11 hospitals throughout the state to 
earn an “A” grade from Leapfrog in the Fall 2021 
grades. 

The “A” grade from The Leapfrog Group is in 
addition to other recent recognitions of safety and 
quality at Mercy Hospital Oklahoma City, including 
a sixth 2021 IBM Watson Health 100 Top Hospital 
award and a 2021 Best Maternity Hospital by News-
week and The Leapfrog Group. 

For more details and to access patient tips for stay-
ing safe in a hospital, visit hospitalsafetygrade.org. To 
learn more about Mercy Hospital, visit mercy.net.

Mercy Hospital Oklahoma City honored with 
“A” grade for patient safety

move forward. Still, he said, “there 
are also many signs of hope” that 
present new opportunities to bring 
the Gospel to others.

The archbishop turned to a 
19th-century prelate to find inspi-
ration for the 
path ahead. 
Archbishop 
John Ireland, 
who as a 
young priest 
served as a 
chaplain in 
the Union 
Army, was 
a “powerful 
advocate for African Americans 
and for the rights of immigrants,” 
he explained.

“Archbishop Ireland believed 
deeply in what Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King and others have called 
the ‘American creed,’ the belief 
expressed in our founding docu-
ments that all men and women are 
created equal and endowed with 
sacred dignity, a transcendent dig-
nity, and rights that must never be 
denied,” Archbishop Gomez said.

He quoted Archbishop Ireland’s 
1889 address, “The Mission of 
Catholics in America.” He de-
scribed how Archbishop Ireland 
spoke of a “dependency upon our 
cooperation with the divine action 
in the world.”

The address continued, “The 
duty of the moment is to under-
stand our responsibility and to 
do the full work that heaven has 
allotted to us. … With us it will 
be done, without us it will not be 
done.”

Archbishop Gomez said that 
Archbishop Ireland’s talk illus-
trates how every Catholics shares 
responsibility for the church’s 
mission. “We are all baptized to be 
missionaries,” Archbishop Gomez 
said.

“Second, he understood that the 
church’s purpose does not depend 
on forces outside the Church. It 
does not change with the culture, 
or politics or the spirit of the age,” 
he added.

“The Church’s mission is the 
same in every time and place. It 

is to proclaim 
Jesus Christ 
and to help 
every person to 
find him and to 
walk with him,” 
Archbishop 
Gomez said.

From there, 
he said, it 
remains for all 

members of the church to act, and 
by acting, the challenges posed by 
injustice, poverty and other social 
ills can be overcome.

Secularization and division seem 
to be leading Amer-
ican society “to be 
losing its ‘story,’” 
the archbishop con-
tinued. It’s a story 
that gave people 
meaning in their 
lives that is rooted 
in “a biblical world 
view and the values 
of our Judeo-Chris-
tian heritage.”

That story, he 
added, told of how 
each person was 
created in God’s 
image and “invest-
ed with an earthly 
vocation to build a 
society where peo-
ple live in freedom, 
with equality and 
dignity.”

He also described 
the three-year 
eucharistic revival 
that the U.S. Cath-
olic Church will un-
dergo as a “mission-
ary project” that 

aims to draw 
people deeper 
into the heart 
of the mystery 
of the Catholic 
faith.

He invited 
the bishops to 
accompany the 
faithful during 
the revival by 
sharing their 
personal stories 
of discovering 
“friendship with 
Jesus and the 
love of God” in 
the sacrament of 
the Eucharist.

Calling the 
Eucharist “the 
gateway key to 
the civilization of love that we long 
to create,” the archbishop said 

that reviving “this sacramental 
awareness” can help end “Human 
indifference and social injustice.”
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Deacon Frank Alexander:  
Church of the Epiphany of the 
Lord, Oklahoma City; secondary 
assignment to St. John the 
Baptist, Edmond

Deacon David Ashton:  St. 
Joseph Old Cathedral, Oklahoma 
City; secondary assignment to St. 
John the Baptist, Edmond

Deacon Philip Bodman:  Christ 
the King, Oklahoma City

Deacon James Cerrone:  Holy 
Family, Lawton

Deacon Robert Dunlap:  St. John 
the Baptist, Edmond

Deacon Juan Frausto:  St. 
Catherine of Siena, Pauls Valley

Deacon Patrick Gaffney:  St. 
Eugene, Oklahoma City

Deacon Lawrence Germann:  St. 
John Nepomuk, Yukon

Deacon Howard Harper:  Blessed 
Sacrament, Lawton

Deacon Hector Hernandez:  St. 
Mary, Clinton

Deacon William Horinek:  St. 
Francis of Assisi, Newkirk

Deacon Charles Krumsiek:  Holy 
Trinity, Okarche

Deacon Long Luong: St. James 
the Greater, Oklahoma City

Deacon Adrian Meave:  St. 
Catherine of Siena, Paul’s Valley

Deacon Arnoldo Moreno:  St. 
James the Greater, Oklahoma City

Deacon Zsolt Nagykaldi:  St. 
John the Baptist, Edmond

Deacon Cuu Nguyen:  St. Andrew 
Dung-Lac, Oklahoma City

Deacon Hans Nguyen:  The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, Oklahoma City

Deacon Jacob Nguyen:  The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, Oklahoma City

Deacon Louis Nix:  Holy Name, 
Chickasha

Deacon Thai Pham:  St. Andrew, 
Moore

Deacon Mickey Reeves:  St. 
Eugene, Oklahoma City

Deacon Richard Rosencrans:  St. 
John the Baptist, Edmond

Deacon Javier Solis:  St. Philip 
Neri, Midwest City

Deacon James Tucker:  St. Philip 
Neri, Midwest City

Deacon Joseph Vandervort:  St. 
Mark the Evangelist, Norman

Deacon Sergio Vera-Silva:  Holy 
Angels, Oklahoma City

Official Deacon Assignments
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

The following assignments were effective Nov. 5

continued from page 1

Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., of St. Gregory’s Abbey blessed the abbey cemetery after the 
Mass to Commemorate Deceased Monks on Nov. 5. Photos Theresa Bragg.

For updated information 
on the issues of the USCCB 
Fall General Assembly, visit 

usccb.org. Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, gives his presidential 
address Nov. 16, 2021, during a session of the bishops’ 
fall general assembly in Baltimore. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is the first in-person bishops’ meeting since 
2019. Photo CNS/Bob Roller.
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American Indian 
Catholic Outreach 
Princess Arlene 
Schonchin partici-
pated in an honor 
powwow on Nov. 6 at 
Rogers State Univer-
sity in Claremore. 
The powwow was for 
the outgoing Miss 
Indian Oklahoma 
and Jr. Miss Indian 
Oklahoma. Schon-
chin introduced 
herself to the crowd 
in the Comanche 
language. Her broth-
er, Modesto, was the 
head man dancer. 
The Schonchin fami-
ly are parishioners at 
Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church 
in Lawton. Photos 
Jolene Schonchin. 

The leadership class at Bishop McGuinness Cath-
olic High School invited 30 veterans to the school 
and honored them at an assembly on Veterans Day. 
Photos provided.

The Archbishop’s Broncho 
Bash to support Catholic 
campus ministry at the Uni-
versity of Central Oklahoma 
was held Oct. 20 at St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church 
in Edmond. Archbishop 
Coakley, Catholic Foundation 
of Oklahoma board members 
and UCO Chaplain Fr. Alex 
Kroll attended. The event 
raised more than $20,000. 
Photos provided.

Knights of Columbus Council #916 in Guthrie completed their third annual “Stuff the Truck with 
Turkeys” for God’s Food Bank in Guthrie. They collected more than 300 turkeys at St. Mary Catholic 
Church, Guthrie High School and through donations to the council as well as 3,485 pounds of food. 
Pictured are Mike Schmidt with 100 turkeys being loaded, Grand Knight David Nolan helping unload a 
truck of turkeys and Robert Carey with a load of turkeys from St. Mary Catholic Church. Photos provided.

Parishioners 
at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church 
in Anadarko 
held the annu-
al community 
Halloween/
Trunk-or-Treat 
party on Oct. 24. 
The high school 
students oversaw 
the games; adults 
decorated cars. 
Photos provided.

To send photos, event 
information or story 

ideas, e-mail 
communications@

archokc.org.

Kicking off Vocations 
Awareness Week on 
Nov. 5, more than 150 
fifth-grade students 
spent the day at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Youth Camp 
learning about voca-
tions and meeting with 
priests and religious 
women. Photo provided.

SULPHUR – With the arrival of 
Father Aaron Foshee as pastor in 
2018, the staff and parishioners 
at Saint Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church began thinking of ways to 
follow Archbishops Coakley’s call 
to “go and make disciples.”  

“When I was seminarian, I 

learned a Spanish phrase that 
has always struck with me, ‘Misa, 
Mesa, Musa,’ which translates to 
Mass, Table, Music. This phrase 
exemplifies the focus of our inau-
gural Feast Day Mass and celebra-
tion, which will be held in down-
town Sulphur on Dec. 3,” Father 
Foshee said.

The program will be held in the 
city plaza and is open to the pub-
lic. 

“This outreach to our local com-

munity springs from our parish’s 
desire to offer the Catholic Faith 
to our neighbors in a way we’ve 
not done before. We want people 
to know who we are and who they 
can be in Christ, by presenting 
the very source and summit of our 
Catholic Faith for all to see in the 
Eucharist.” 

The event will include tamales, 
tacos, Mexican Christmas punch, 
hot chocolate, snacks, music and 
games.  

It is a huge undertaking for the 
small parish and requires a num-
ber of volunteers.

“The parishioners have really 
stepped up and volunteered to 
help on this huge undertaking. 
It is such an exciting event,” said 
Rosalina Aglialoro –Hoyle, parish 
secretary. “We couldn’t even begin 
to try to do it without everyone 
pitching in.”

Charles Albert is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

American Catholics in our state.”
The dioceses will work with Marquette University in Milwaukee, 

Wisc., which holds the archives for the Bureau of Catholic Indian 
Missions, with specific collaboration with Marquette professor Bryan 
Rindfleisch, who specializes in American Indian history and studies. 
Oral histories and research will be coordinated locally by university 
researchers.

“It is by understanding the past that we are able to improve and build 
on good ideas in the present and, where necessary, make amends for 
failures in the past,” said Bishop David A. Konderla, Bishop of Tulsa.

Eleven Catholic Indian boarding schools existed in Oklahoma be-
tween 1880 and 1965. The first one opened in Konawa in 1880 and 

closed in 1926. The last Catholic Indian boarding school, Saint Pat-
rick’s in Anadarko, closed in 1965. They were all overseen by various 
religious orders.

To learn more about experiences at the schools, the office of Ameri-
can Indian Catholic Outreach has been conducting listening sessions 
across the state since October to invite input. Sessions have been held 
in Shawnee, Pawhuska, Fairfax and Anadarko. The sessions are being 
led by Deacon Roy Callison, a member of the Cherokee Nation in Okla-
homa, and his wife Susan Callison, who is a member of the Choctaw 
Nation of Oklahoma.

To learn more about the project, go online to archokc.org/oknative-
schoolsproject. To participate in the project or to share an experience 
from a Catholic Indian boarding school in Oklahoma, e-mail info@
oknativeschoolsproject.org.

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic.
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N at i v e  a m e r i c a N
H e r i t a g e  M o n t h

C e l e b r a t e

archokc.org/aico

continued from page 1

A message from the office 
of American Indian 
Catholic Outreach

November is Native American Heritage 
Month. It’s a time to honor the sacrifices and 
contributions of American Indians to their 
country, their community and their faith.

It’s also a time to remember how cultural 
awareness can help avoid stereotypes and 
bring honor and dignity to the many tribes, 
nations and clans around the world. 

Please be aware during this time of year that 
many of the Native American “costumes” sold 
for Halloween and Thanksgiving are not cul-
turally accurate or appropriate. 

The regalia worn by American Indians 
should reflect the rich history, tradition and 
meaning of the clothing, and “costumes” 
should be avoided. 

Resources to help families, schools and 
parishes appreciate the history of American 
Indians in Oklahoma and the Catholic Church 
can be found online at the Smithsonian In-
stitution’s National Museum of the American 
Indian – americanindian.si.edu/nk360. 

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Sulphur parish to celebrate “Misa, Mesa, Musa” 

Below is a lineup of scheduled broadcasts on “Make Straight the Way” hosted by Dcn. Larry Sousa   

Dec. 7 and 8:  Kelly Deaver, district president, Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Dec. 14 and 15: Very Rev. William Novak, vicar general, Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
Dec. 21 and 22: Luis Soto, assistant executive director, Secretariat for Evangelization and 
Catechesis, Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
Dec. 28 and 29: Dr. Jad Ziokowska, professor of environmental economics, University of 
Oklahoma  

Jan. 4 and 5: Fr. Nabil Moannas, pastor, Our Lady of Lebanon Catholic Church, Norman 
(Maronite Rite) 
Jan. 11 and 12: Lou Wise, instructor RCIA, past president St. Vincent de Paul Society
Jan. 18 and 19: Jerry Lang, retired assistant principal, All Saints Catholic School, Norman.
Jan. 25 and 26: Juan Valarde, catechist, St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Sulphur.

“Make Straight the Way” airs on Oklahoma Catholic Radio Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., 
and Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. Listen at okcr.org. 
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Archbishop Coakley celebrated the annual Serra Club Mass on Nov. 9 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. To learn more about the 
club that prays and supports vocations, visit serraokc.org. Photos Fran Kozakowski/Sooner Catholic. 

St. Patrick Catholic Church 
in Oklahoma City was visited 
by many saints on All Saints 
Day when children were en-
couraged to dress up as their 
favorite saint and join the 
procession into Mass. Fr. Jo-
seph Arledge and Dcn. Duane 
Fischer encouraged the “little” 
saints to share who they 
chose to honor. Photos Fran 
Kozakowski/Sooner Catholic.

If you are 70 1/2 or older and own a traditional
IRA, you can use it to help Catholic churches,
schools or ministries across the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City.

With a Qualified Charitable Distribution, IRA
owners can direct gifts annually to charity
without that amount counting as taxable
income.

This tool is especially helpful for those 72 and
older, who must take a Required Minimum
Distribution from their IRA each year.

Give Through 

 Your IRA

To learn more about making a
Qualified Charitable
Distribution to the Catholic
Foundation of Oklahoma for the
benefit of your favorite ministry,
visit www.cfook.org/qcd or
contact Owen Canfield at the
foundation, 405-721-4115
ocanfield@cfook.org.
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On Nov. 6, the archdiocesan office of Marriage and Family Life Ministry 
hosted “Be Light: A Marriage Retreat for Couples” at St. Monica Catholic 
Church in Edmond. The one-day marriage retreat focused on forming 
spouses in evangelization. The keynote speakers were Ryan and Mary-
Rose Verret, founders of Witness to Love. They shared their reflections 
on how to make homes into domestic churches and missionary out-
posts of parishes. For information on upcoming marriage and family life 
opportunities, visit archokc.org/family-life. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner 
Catholic. 

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

On Nov. 7, parishioners of St. Patrick Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City celebrated the 15th ordi-
nation anniversary of Dcn. Duane Fischer. 

In his service to the parish, Dcn. Fischer has been a 
member of the pastoral and finance councils, taught 
Baptism, Confirmation and RCIA classes, and trained 
lectors and altar servers to support ministries at the 
church. 
“One of the most rewarding experiences as a deacon is 
to participate in the Baptism of children, watching them 
grow, and then to be part of their First Communion and 
Confirmation,” Dcn. Fischer said. 
Fr. Joseph Arledge acknowledged Dcn. Fischer’s years of 
service in an appreciation reception in the parish fellow-
ship hall following Mass. Photos Fran Kozakowski/Sooner 
Catholic.
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Twenty-seven men were ordained to the permanent diaconate by Archbishop Coakley on Nov. 5 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. The evening before, Archbishop 
Coakley presided over a Holy Hour with the deacon candidates in the St. Francis de Sales Chapel at the Catholic Pastoral Center. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

The Ordination to the Order of Deacon



Catholic books on parenting teenagers and 
tweens, black Catholic saints, holiness in 
motherhood and parenting children with spe-
cial needs. 

The Vasquezes also own Saint Joseph the 
Worker bookstore in Norman.

In northwest Oklahoma City, the Saint 
Thomas More bookstore on May Avenue offers 
several new items for Christmas, including 
Gregory Cameron’s new release, “An Advent 
Book of Days: Meeting the Characters of 
Christmas.” 

For children, there is Sandy Eisenberg Sas-
so’s new release, “The Raven and the Dove, the 
Big Fish, and the Stubborn Donkey: Stories of 
Animals From the Bible.”

At Trinity Mercantile in Edmond, shoppers 
will find the recently released children’s book 
“Saints Around the World” by Meg Hunter-Kilm-

er as well as several Oklahoma-themed candles 
from 46th State Candle Company. The local-
ly-made candles feature scents such as Lakes 

of Oklahoma, Thunderstorms of Oklahoma 
and Speakeasy, a mix of mahogany, tobac-
co and leather scents. Another gift idea is 
David Warren’s title, “Brilliant: 25 Catholic 
Scientists, Mathematicians, and Supers-
mart People.”

Holy Family Catholic Church in Lawton 
has a bookstore located inside the parish, 
in the religious education hallway. Open be-
fore and after Mass on weekends as well as 
Wednesdays while faith formation is in ses-
sion, the store offers a selection of books, 
gifts, rosaries and crucifixes.

Store owners said the benefits of sup-
porting locally-owned Catholic business-
es are greater than simply supporting a 
small business and crossing names off of a 
Christmas list. Every item that is purchased 
serves as a tool for evangelization, Norma 
Vasquez said.

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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ST. THERESE OF THE INFANT JESUS ENDOWMENT:

 supporting faith formation

BLESSED STANLEY ROTHER SHRINE ENDOWMENT:

 supporting shrine ministry

OKLAHOMA CATHOLIC RADIO ENDOWMENT:

supporting Catholic radio in Oklahoma

 

 

GIVING

TUESDAY

For other ministries give now at 
www.cfook.org/give

to pray for the sanctity and respect of all
human life from conception until natural death

SANCTITY OF
LIFE MASS

J O I N  U S  F O R  T H E

JANUARY 26 AT 6PM
THE CATHEDRAL OF OUR LADY

OF PERPETUAL HELP
3214 LAKE AVENUE | OKC | 73118

Following Mass, pizza will be served for the
youth and Father Will Banowsky will be

presenting.

continued from page 1
Cordero De Dios Libreria
1107 S.W. 44
OKC 73109
(405) 985-7584
Tuesday-Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
theworkerstore.com 

St. Joseph the Worker Bookstore 
425 E. Tonhawa St.
Norman 73071 
(405) 314-4299
Wednesday Noon - 5 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
theworkerstore.com

St. Thomas More Books and Gifts
7904 N. May Ave.
Oklahoma City 73120 
(405) 842-9911
Monday-Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
stmcatholicgifts.com

Trinity Mercantile 
23 S. Broadway Ave.
Edmond 73034 
(405) 285-7663
Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
trinitymercantilellc.myshopify.com

Holy Family Gift and Bookstore 
1010 N.W. 82
Lawton 73505
(580) 536-6351
Wednesdays and weekends
Before and after Mass

Cordero De Dios Libreria in Oklahoma City. Photos Sally 
Linhart/Sooner Catholic.

A bouncy house, 
tug-of-war, dunk 
tanks and food 

awaited the children from 
The Boys and Girls Club 
of Oklahoma County 
when they arrived Oct. 28 
at the carnival organized 
by the Class of 2022.

All 171 seniors helped 
with the annual service 
project. 

“Traditionally, the se-
nior class does a service 
project together as kind 
of a culminating act of 
service,” said Christine 
Pankratz-West, senior 
class sponsor. 

The Halloween carnival 
allowed seniors to spend 
time with younger chil-
dren and gave them an 
opportunity to be a posi-
tive influence.

“We do it to help give 
back to the community 
and just teach the values 
of service to the senior 

class,” Senior Vice Presi-
dent Ashley Hill said. 

From e-mails to the se-
niors on the importance of 
service to the fundraising 
efforts to benefit The Boys 
and Girls Club, a lot of 
work was done behind the 
scenes to make the project 

a success. 
“Everyone played their 

part. We made the kids 
smile,” Senior President 
Anson Nguyen said. 

Emma Wilson is a staff 
writer for the Chi Rhoan 
newspaper at BMCHS.

By Emma Wilson 
For the Sooner Catholic
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What are you thankful for?

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

Real Life Disciples

What are you thankful for? Seems a bit trendy 
to ask such a question at a time like this, 
Thanksgiving and all. I’m hoping you will dig a 
little deeper with me, though, as you read this. 
What are you really thankful for? And, when is 
the last time you told someone about it? 

Gratitude sort of lends itself toward sharing. 
In fact, it grows when we share it. Numerous 
studies have shown that people who feel and 
express gratitude experience higher levels of 
happiness. The Harvard Medical School Health 
Publishing site goes so far as saying, “Grati-
tude helps people feel more positive emotions, 
relish good experiences, improve their health, 
deal with adversity and build strong relation-
ships.” Go figure!

So, who do we tell? Well, first we should tell 
God. Luke 17 was a recent Gospel reading at 
Mass with the story about the 10 lepers being 
healed by Jesus. Yet, only one of them returns 
to Jesus to thank him, “Ten were cleansed, 
were they not? Where are the other nine? Has 
none but this foreigner returned to give thanks 
to God?” (Luke 17:17-18). 

The point is clear, don’t forget who to thank 
first! We need to be aware of what God has 
done for us, we need to stir up gratitude for 
those things, and we need to go back to him to 
express our gratitude. This week is a great time 
to reflect on all those blessings. Give thanks to 
God for his many benefits (Psalm 103:2).

But, we also need to tell others. When we 
share our gratitude with other people, several 
things happen. First, as stated before, the grat-
itude actually deepens and expands within us. 

Second, the more we share, the more concrete 
the gratitude becomes. As human beings we 
are somewhat fickle; feelings of gratitude won’t 
last. When we share about our gratitude and 
the reasons for it, something solidifies within 
us that is much harder to take away than the 
feelings themselves. 

And, the reason for that concretization is the 
third thing that happens, when we share our 
gratitude with others the gratitude and the rea-
sons for it become a part of our memory, which 
makes it “lasting.” There’s a neuroscience to 
all this. But, notice that everything I’m talking 
about so far is just the benefits to us. We could 
go on and on, talking about all the benefits to 
the other people we are sharing with.

When you take time to reflect on what you 
are really thankful for, I hope your heart is 
stirred by the wonder of our salvation. Many a 
saint has pondered and been lost in contem-
plation over this mystery. How could the God 
who created the whole universe care somehow 
about me? How could Jesus care enough about 
me to take on the weight of my sin? Why would 
he choose to lay down his life for me? 

Saint Leo expressed the great mystery like 
this, “Our Lord Jesus Christ, born true man 
without ever ceasing to be true God, began in 
his person a new creation and by the manner 
of his birth gave man a spiritual origin. What 
mind can grasp this mystery? What tongue can 
fittingly recount this gift of love? Guilt becomes 
innocence, old becomes new, strangers are 
adopted, and outsiders are made heirs. Rouse 
yourself, man, and recognize the dignity of your 

nature” 
(Saint 
Leo the 
Great).

You 
may 
think 
you’re not 
nearly as 
eloquent 
as Saint Leo, and even feel a bit intimidated to 
share the blessings of your faith with others. 
But, Pope Francis encourages all of us, “Ev-
ery Christian is challenged, here and now, to 
be actively engaged in evangelization; indeed, 
anyone who has truly experienced God’s saving 
love does not need much time or lengthy train-
ing to go out and proclaim that love (Evangelii 
Gaudium). In that one sentence, Pope Francis 
takes all that we have been saying about grat-
itude and thankfulness, and firmly connects 
it to love. When you’re sharing with someone 
else about someone you love, all the challenges 
and difficulties fade away. We all love to share 
about someone we love! 

I encourage you during this season of 
Thanksgiving to reflect on what you are thank-
ful for, but far more importantly to go share 
your gratitude with someone else. I even would 
challenge you with the hard question, when is 
the last time that you shared your faith with 
another person? If it has been a long time, 
maybe even years, then this year, it’s time. Stir 
up gratitude in your heart, and then go share 
what you are grateful for with a friend!

SINSINAWA, Wis. – Sister Virgil Kum-
mer, O.P., died Oct. 25 at St. Dominic 
Villa, Hazel Green, Wis. Burial took 
place in the Motherhouse Cemetery in 
Sinsinawa, Wis. She was age 97.

Sister Virgil made her first profession 
as a Dominican Sister 
of Sinsinawa Aug. 30, 
1947, and her perpet-
ual profession Aug. 30, 
1950. She taught music 
and sometimes reli-
gion for 22 years and 
served as liturgist and 
music coordinator for 
52 years. Sister Virgil 
involved the communi-
ties where she minis-
tered with the musical 
education of the students. Her voice, as 
was her faith, was strong and clear. She 
served in Oklahoma, Illinois Wisconsin, 
Iowa, South Dakota, Nebraska, New 
York and Texas. 

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, Sister Virgil taught at Holy Rosa-
ry Catholic School in Oklahoma City 
from 1948-1949, and Saints Peter and 
Paul Catholic School in Kingfisher from 
1949-1953. She served as liturgist and 
music coordinator at Saint Eugene 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma City 
from 1977-1981 and at Saint Patrick 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma City from 
1981-1982. 

Sr. Virgil 
Kummer, O.P.

Sr. Virgil 
Kummer, O.P.

Seniors sponsor carnival for Boys 
and Girls Club 

Hank Garrett, senior, arm wrestles with a child at The Boys and 
Girls Club of Oklahoma County. Photo Nathan Coomes/Bishop Mc-
Guinness Catholic High School.
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Jobs Box
Human resources director - OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a director of human 
resources to be responsible for 
advancing the mission of the arch-
diocese by providing day-to-day 
support to chancery staff as well as 
HR personnel across the archdio-
cese, including employee relations, 
performance management, policy 
review, training and development 
and other human resources needs. 
The director supervises support 
staff in benefits, payroll and facility 
management. Bachelor’s degree in 
human resources management or 
related field or equivalent combina-
tion of education and experience, at 
least eight years of human resourc-
es experience that includes three 
years of management experience, 
and be a Catholic in good standing 
a must. Must be knowledgeable in 
pertinent federal, state and local 
employment laws, possess excellent 
verbal and written communication 
skills, strong interpersonal skills, 
and excellent skills in Microsoft 
Office. Human resources national 
certification desirable. Send re-
sume and cover letter to Chancellor 
Michael Scaperlanda at   
mscaperlanda@archokc.org.

Safe Environment coordinator - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a Safe Environ-
ment coordinator to administer the 
archdiocesan Safe Environment 
program; monitor and maintain the 
Safe Environment training por-
tal, and plan and implement Safe 
Environment training for archdioc-
esan staff and volunteers. Requires 
regular communication with Safe 
Environment facilitators. Will sup-
port training and compliance ef-
forts at the local level and conduct 
parish onsite visits and audits. Will 
work with the Catholic schools and 
youth office to evaluate children’s 
Safe Environment curriculum and 
teen volunteer program. Requires 
collaboration with the victim 
assistance coordinator and crisis 
assistance as needed. Bachelor’s 
degree and practicing Catholic in 
good standing a must. Knowledge 
and/or experience in child abuse 
and child abuse prevention pre-
ferred. Must possess a valid driver’s 
license and be willing to travel the 
archdiocese. Send resume and cov-
er letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Director of development - OKC
The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 

seeking a director of development 
for all aspects of fundraising and 
donor relations. The director will 
organize and manage all fundrais-
ing programs and services for the 
shrine, including direct mail, gift 
cultivation and solicitation, annual 
appeals, donor events, database 
management, planned giving, 
endowment funding and grant 
writing. Collaborate with pastors, 
parish leaders, chancery staff and 
potential donors to identify and 
cultivate gift prospects for special 
projects and programs of the shrine 

as well as create annual calendar of 
development initiatives. Bachelor’s 
degree (master’s or MBA pre-
ferred) in business/management 
or another relevant field or possess 
general management experience in 
a comparable position a must; a 
minimum five years of development 
experience; and be a practicing 
Catholic in good standing. Send 
resume and cover letter to mmills@
archokc.org.

Pilgrimage director - OKC
The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 

seeking a pilgrimage director to co-
ordinate pilgrimages and religious 
events at the shrine; manage and 
organize shrine pilgrimages, includ-
ing scheduling Masses, tours and 
special events, and train staff and 
volunteers. Coordinate outreach 
and promotion of shrine pilgrimag-
es in dioceses, churches, schools, 
conferences and events. Have a 
desire to promote the Church’s 
work of evangelization and promote 
knowledge of and devotion to Bl. 
Stanley Rother. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Cook – OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center of 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
is seeking a full-time experienced 
cook to work a flexible schedule 
that requires evening and weekend 
work. Must have a minimum of two 
years’ experience in food service. 
Catering experience is preferred. 
Send resume to mmills@archokc.
org. Applications are available 
during regular business hours at 
the CPC, 7501 Northwest Express-
way, Oklahoma City.

Tax Credit Scholarship program 
director – OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a director for the 
Tax Credit Scholarship program to 
plan, manage and implement culti-
vation, solicitation and stewardship 
activities. Candidate should enjoy a 
diverse range of responsibilities, a 
fast-paced office and have a flex-
ible demeanor. Candidate should 
be calm under pressure, have 
excellent written and oral commu-
nication skills and be comfortable 
calling and meeting with people 
and asking for gifts to support 
Catholic ministries. Send resume to 
mmills@archokc.org.     

Archdiocesan Catholic school 
coordinators - OKC 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City has two education coordinator 
position openings. The coordinator 
for formation and academic renewal 
will develop, execute and supervise 
a plan for the continuous education 
of teachers and students. The coor-
dinator for operations provides staff 
support to the director of Catholic 
education, principals for the opera-
tional tasks of 19 Catholic schools. 
Catholics in good standing, with 
a desire to assist the Church in 
communicating the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the mission, ministry 
and needs of the Church a must. 

Three to five years’ experience in 
teaching a must. Catholic school 
administrative experience preferred 
at either the building level and/
or central office. Send resume to 
mmills@archokc.org.

Coordinator of youth 
evangelization - OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a coordinator of 
youth evangelization and summer 
camp. Responsible for logistics, 
staffing and programing at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Youth 
Camp, designing strategic activ-
ities for the initial evangelization 
and ongoing discipleship of young 
people, and assist in mentoring of 
parish leaders. Catholic in good 
standing, understanding of evan-
gelization and discipleship, experi-
ence leading youth programing and 
bachelor’s degree a must. Bilingual 
in Spanish preferred. Send resume 
to mmills@archokc.org.

Event specialist - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an event specialist 
to be part of the operations team 
within the Secretariat for Evange-
lization and Catechesis to provide 
administrative and clerical support 
for event planning, logistics and 
operations for all the programs and 
ministries of the secretariat. The 
event specialist will coordinate with 
appropriate departments regard-
ing event and ministry scheduling, 
reservation of facilities for all events 
and meetings, and managing the 
secretariat data management sys-
tem (CRM); coordinate the enroll-
ment and registration processes for 
all events, classes, or other activi-
ties of the secretariat; with approval 
from appropriate departments, will 
organize materials, purchase dec-
orations, and order food for events 
as well as organize required cater-
ing services and staffing needs. A 
minimum of three years general 
office experience required, with 
advanced use of Microsoft Office 
software. Send resume and cover 
letter to mmills@archokc.org.  

Communications specialist - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a communications 
specialist to be part of the Sec-
retariat for Evangelization and 
Catechesis. The communications 
specialist, in close collaboration 
with the archdiocesan communi-
cations office, will provide admin-
istrative and clerical support for 
communication, marketing efforts 
and graphic design needs for all 
the programs and ministries of 
the secretariat. This staff role will 
provide oversight and coordination 
of all outgoing communication. The 
successful candidate will develop, 
maintain, and manage all secre-
tariat web pages and social media 
accounts, and collaborate with 
departments and team members 
to develop a content strategy that 
promotes greater user engagement. 
A minimum of three years gener-
al office experience required, with 

advanced use of Microsoft Office 
software. Send resume and cover 
letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Marketing director – OKC
St. Ann Retirement Center is 

seeking a marketing director with 
existing referral relationships in 
the Oklahoma City area; highly 
enthusiastic, energetic and flexi-
ble; be familiar with long-term care 
and senior living operations and 
regulations; be highly organized 
and accurate; a good listener, 
speaker; a team player; truly enjoy 
working with seniors and their 
families and be able to offer solu-
tions to meet their needs; possess 
a proven track record in cold-call 
marketing, on-site touring and 
leasing; and be computer savvy 
and proficient with admissions 
paperwork. Send resume and cov-
er letter to Joyce Clark at joyce@
saintannretirementcenter.com.

Director of finance - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdio-

cese of Oklahoma City is seeking a 
finance director to direct financial 
planning and accounting practices, 
including recording and summa-
rizing the financial transactions of 
the agency and its programs. The 
director records all transactions 
and entries in accordance with gen-
erally accepted accounting practic-
es; works closely with the board of 
directors, finance committee and 
auditors to provide financial as-
sistance and analysis. Bachelor’s 
degree in accounting, CPA highly 
preferred; five-plus years’ experi-
ence in accounting, working knowl-
edge of computers and associated 
equipment, and extensive knowl-
edge of Excel, Word and Outlook; 
experience in a non-profit envi-
ronment preferred. Send resume 
to Dcn. Dave Ashton at dashton@
ccaokc.org.

Bilingual counselor – OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a bilingual counselor for the St. 
Joseph’s Counseling Center to be 
responsible for providing counsel-
ing and psychotherapy to children, 
adults, couples and families in 
the context of Catholic tradition 
and teachings. A master’s degree 
in clinical or counseling psychol-
ogy, counseling, social work or an 
equivalent degree from an accred-
ited college or university; training 
in individual, family and/or group 
counseling methods. At least two 
years of experience and be trained 
in psycho educational and per-
sonality assessment techniques; 
applicants must be licensed in the 
appropriate specialty in Oklahoma. 
Knowledge of Catholic tradition 
and teaching is required. Send 
cover letter and resume to Amy 
Shipman at ashipman@ccaokc.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box. Some 
positions have a more detailed job 
description online. 

This short book, 94 pages, by Monsignor 
James Shea, the president of the University 
of Mary (sponsored by Benedictine sisters) in 
North Dakota is worth pondering. “From Chris-
tendom to Apostolic Mission: pastoral strate-
gies for an Apostolic Age” is not an easy read. It 
is an academic and theological presentation of 
Shea’s vision of what Catholicism could be with 
the New Evangelization of the Church, which 
several of the recent popes have called for. 

Those who know medieval history will think 
the term “Christendom” that Shea uses means 
Christian Europe and the region of those days, 
but he is not referring to that term. He is using 
that term to refer to recent decades where some 
Catholics are Catholic because they were cradle 
Catholics and really don’t know their faith as 
well as they should. 

Some of these Catholics do not believe in 
the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 
They don’t see suffering or sacrifices as a good 
thing. They think a priest should break the 
seal of confession. They think the Church is all 
about rules and morality. Secular society can 

persuade them to think that many of the “good 
things” it does is what Jesus would approve of. 
Some of that could be true, but a lot of secu-
lar society is influenced by the enlightenment, 
which excludes God and 
relies more on humanity.

Many Catholics, ac-
cording to Shea, have 
lost the vision that there 
are two worlds; the vis-
ible and the invisible or 
supernatural, which in-
cludes God. There is a battle between good and 
evil in the world and in the supernatural world. 
In some ways the devil and his minions are try-
ing to convince us that there is no afterlife and 
that there is no God.

Shea did not write exactly the following, but 
it fits. He is concerned that something would 
happen whereby Catholics would quit going to 
Mass or doing Catholic things. This has sort of 
happened with the COVID-19 pandemic. Some 
Catholics have stopped going to Mass since 
they got used to not going when the churches 
were closed due to the virus. Another excuse is 
the sexual abuse scandal.

The “Apostolic Age” is Shea’s vision of the 
Church and its members living up to what 

Christ taught. It is a time similar to the age of 
the early Church of the Apostles and the early 
martyrs where Catholics took their faith seri-
ously and not in a nominal way. They would 

believe in the Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist. That is a good thing to help the 

poor for the sake of Christ 
and not for prideful 
reasons. Shea’s vision 
also concerns educa-
tion, the arts, the lit-
urgy and many other 
cultural and political 
endeavors. The vision 
is broad and calls for 
a New Evangelization 
through many avenues 
and aspects of society.

Again, this book is 
not an easy read, as is 
shown by what I have 
tried to write about it. It 

is very worthwhile to ponder, especially by cler-
gy, religious and the laity as we are all called to 
the New Evangelization. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., St. Gregory’s Abbey 
in Shawnee, is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Sexual atoms and molecules

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Book review: “From Christendom to Apostolic Mission”

A major issue in bioethics to-
day involves “informed consent,” 
but some try to make everything 
about consent. This is especially 
notable when it comes to ethical 
discussions around the exercise of 
human sexuality.

In a thought-provoking 2015 
article entitled “Liberalism Can’t 
Understand Sex,” author and re-
searcher Jason Morgan challenges 
the reigning cultural view that 
sees sexual activity as acceptable 
between any two or more individ-
uals as long as they freely consent 
to engage in it. 

He notes that in such a frame-
work, “all activities are equal as 
long as we have obtained consent 
when those activities involve oth-
ers.” 

This assumption about the 
equivalence of all consensual 
activities, however, is dubious at 
best, given that sexual activity af-
fects and engages us in a way that 
is radically different from other 
human activities. 

Morgan notes that “sex, unlike 
anything else we might do with an-
other person, transcends the self 
while radically reorienting it within 
a new, shared context with our 
sexual partner. Consent assumes 
that sex will not do this, that sex 
will leave two people as fully au-
tonomous after sex as they were 
before. But, this is precisely the 
one thing that sex was designed 
not to do. Sex, even if entered into 
based on a free agreement between 
two autonomous people, by its 
very nature dismantles the auton-
omy upon which the consensual 

understanding of sex had been 
based.”

In other words, sex touches us 
at a deeper level than other activ-
ities, binding us to another and 
speaking a language not of au-
tonomy or transient engagement, 
but of communion and enduring 
self-gift. To suggest that sex is just 
about being sure you gave consent 
before the clothes started flying is 
to leave young people unfulfilled. 
That’s what happens routinely in 
hook-up experiences and patterns 
of cohabitation.

Morgan sums up the central flaw 
in consent-based notions of hu-
man sexuality this way: the “yes” 
given to sex and premised on indi-
vidual autonomy is “fundamentally 
different from the ‘yes’ in which 
human sexuality is designed to 
operate: a ‘yes’ to the other in 
his or her spiritual, intellectual, 
emotional and physical entirety. 
Sex functions precisely to break 
down autonomy and overcome the 
overweening sovereignty of the self 
upon which consent is ultimately 
based.”

He continues: “By contrast, sex 
draws two people into the most 
intimate form of community, 
forming a new relationship based 
on a shared totality of existence. 
Where liberalism deals in a world 
of unjoinable, antagonistic atoms, 
human sexuality strives to bring 
two atoms together to make an 
entirely different molecule.”

By talking about consent ad 
nauseum, we misdirect young 
people down primrose paths, away 
from the unique anchoring pow-

er of love in marriage, wherein 
the full experience of the human 
sexual encounter, embodying both 
transcendence and sacrifice, is 
lived out.

This plenitude of sex cannot be 
adequately captured by the va-
garies of in-the-moment consent, 
which reduces and over-simplifies 
the bigger question of whether 
or not to have sex to the choice 
between “yes” or “no” regarding a 
particular act of intercourse.

Instead, the “yes” or “no” raised 
by sex is not just to the physical 
joining of two bodies, but to the 
richly rewarding and sacrificial 
intermingling of two selves becom-
ing one entity in a life-long union 
of persons. This commingling 
automatically expresses the stron-
gest and most authentic human 
affirmation each one can give to 
the other, even to the point of 
embracing each other not only as 
spouses but also as parents in the 
potentially life-giving act of marital 
intimacy. 

Those who partake of sex within 
a loosely committed relationship 
like cohabitation, on the other 
hand, sense – especially women 
– that the troubling absence of a 
marital commitment ultimately 
connotes an incomplete, inauthen-
tic and unstable promise about 
love.

By pushing back against the 
hollow notion of “consent-for-to-
night” and encouraging chaste 
continence until marriage, we initi-
ate the process of restoring sex to 
its rightful place – not as contrac-
tual or bargained recreation, but 

as the unrestricted gift of one for 
the other and the reception of that 
same gift. 

In this perspective, unique to 
the setting of marriage, men and 
women give of themselves for the 
sake of each other. Such a form 
of mutual honoring involves the 
sacrifice of oneself in an other-cen-
teredness that can and often does 
elevate the dignity of each to a new 
and transcendent level.

The ethical issue, in sum, is not 
merely one of mutual consent, but 
of authentic interpersonal good. 
Consenting to harmonious hedo-
nisms or reciprocal exploitation is 
obviously against the good of the 
individuals involved, as anyone 
who has ever been sexually objec-
tified, used and discarded sadly 
knows. Consent is necessary, but 
not sufficient. What also is needed 
is to secure the mutual, lasting 
good of the parties involved.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doctor-
al work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, Mass., 
and serves as the director of edu-
cation at The National Catholic Bio-
ethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
ncbcenter.org and fathertad.com.

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Recordando las últimas cuatro cosas

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Durante noviembre, mientras 
vemos el mundo natural que 
nos rodea preparándose para 
su largo descanso invernal, la 
liturgia de la Iglesia y muchas 
costumbres populares nos in-
vitan a reflexionar sobre lo que 
llamamos las últimas cuatro 
cosas: muerte, juicio, cielo e 
infierno.

Esto no es una fascinación 
mórbida, sino un recordatorio 
sobrio de la naturaleza tran-
sitoria de este mundo y un 
llamamiento audaz a la espe-
ranza cristiana. Comenzamos 
el mes celebrando a los santos 
en gloria en el Día de Todos 
los Santos. El 2 de noviembre, 
celebramos la Conmemoración 
de Todos los Fieles Difuntos 
(Día de Todos los Difuntos) y 
más tarde en el mes, el último 
domingo del año litúrgico, cele-
bramos la solemnidad triunfal 
de Cristo Rey.

Aunque no le demos mucha 
importancia a las “cuatro últi-
mas cosas”, son una realidad 
ineludible para cada uno de 
nosotros. Nos recuerdan el des-
tino eterno de la gloria celestial 
que Dios ha preparado para 
nosotros en Jesucristo y las 
consecuencias eternas de darle 
la espalda al amor de Dios.

San Juan de la Cruz escribió: 
“En la tarde de nuestra vida, 
seremos juzgados por nues-
tro amor”. Al final del viaje de 
la vida, el amor perfecto hará 
posible nuestra entrada inmed-
iata al cielo. Si nuestro amor es 
imperfecto y aún se mezcla con 
el egoísmo, necesitaremos más 
purificación. Una falta total 

de amor auténtico significará 
una separación eterna de Dios 
porque Dios es amor.

Dios nos ha hecho para el 
cielo, donde nos ha preparado 
el cumplimiento perfecto de 
todo anhelo humano en la feli-
cidad suprema y eterna. Entra-
remos en la presencia de Dios 
y compartiremos su vida para 
siempre. Ni siquiera podemos 
empezar a imaginar el gozo que 
Dios ha preparado para no-
sotros en el cielo.

La Biblia usa imágenes como 
un banquete de bodas y la 
bienvenida a la casa de nuestro 
Padre, como en la parábola del 
hijo pródigo, para darnos una 
idea de la felicidad del cielo. 
Sabemos que disfrutaremos de 
una perfecta comunión de amor 
con la Santísima Trinidad y con 
todos los ángeles y santos. Para 
compartir con nosotros la mi-
sericordia del Padre, Jesucristo 
nos ha abierto las puertas del 
cielo al aceptar la muerte por 
nuestros pecados y obtener la 
victoria sobre el pecado en su 
resurrección de entre los muer-
tos.

En el otro extremo del espec-
tro está, en última instancia, el 
rechazo de la misericordia, que 
es el infierno. El Catecismo de 
la Iglesia Católica enseña que 
“El castigo principal del infierno 
es la separación eterna de Dios” 
(CCC 1035), quien es el único 
y nuestro supremo y último 
cumplimiento. Al elegir persistir 
en el pecado, los condenados al 
infierno han rechazado libre-
mente el amor de Dios y su lla-
mado al arrepentimiento. “Dios 

no predestina a nadie para ir al 
infierno” (CIC 1037). Solo desea 
nuestra felicidad. Pero él no 
violará ni puede violar nuestra 
libertad al obligarnos a aceptar 
su misericordia y amor. En ese 
sentido, el infierno es de nues-
tra propia creación y elección.

Aquellos que mueren en el es-
tado de amistad con Dios pero 
que no están completamente 
perfeccionados en el amor 
tienen asegurada la salvación, 
pero primero deben someterse 
a una mayor purificación de los 
efectos de sus pecados. Sólo 
los perfeccionados en el amor 
y la santidad pueden soportar 
el peso de la gloria y entrar en 
la presencia de la Santísima 
Trinidad. Este proceso de pu-
rificación después de la muerte 
se llama purgatorio. “La Iglesia 
da el nombre de Purgatorio a la 
purificación final de los elegi-
dos, que es completamente 
diferente del castigo de los con-
denados” (CIC 1031).

En realidad, no sabemos ex-
actamente qué es el purgatorio. 
A menudo se describe en térmi-
nos de un fuego purificador. La 
imagen del fuego nos ayuda a 
reconocer que el amor perfec-
to se logra solo a través de un 
doloroso despojo de los restos 
de egocentrismo que se aferran 
a nosotros y nos impiden amar 
libre y totalmente.

En el Credo de Nicea, que 
profesamos en la misa domini-
cal, profesamos creer en la 
Comunión de los Santos. En la 
Comunión de los Santos, esta-
mos unidos con los hermanos 
en la fe en la tierra, con las 

almas que sufren 
en el purgatorio 
y con los santos 
en el cielo. En 
esta maravillosa 
comunión de vida 
y amor podemos 
ayudarnos y ser 

asistidos por las oraciones y las 
buenas obras de los demás.

La Iglesia siempre está con-
sciente del deber de ayudar 
a los del purgatorio, espe-
cialmente a través de la cel-
ebración de la Eucaristía. 
Oramos por los fieles difuntos 
como parte de la Plegaria Eu-
carística en cada Misa. Pero 
también podemos solicitar 
que se ofrezcan Misas por la 
intención del difunto, especial-
mente por nuestros seres queri-
dos fallecidos. Como expresión 
del misterio de la Comunión de 
los Santos, la Iglesia también 
nos permite obtener indulgen-
cias y aplicarlas en la caridad 
hacia las almas del purgatorio.

Aunque es nuestro deber 
cristiano estar siempre aten-
tos a los fieles difuntos, el mes 
de noviembre es un momento 
oportuno para orar por ellos. 
En el Día de los Difuntos, acu-
dimos en ayuda de nuestros 
hermanos y hermanas falleci-
dos con recuerdos especiales 
en la Misa y otras costumbres 
locales. En muchas culturas es 
el día reservado para la loable 
práctica de visitar cementerios 
y las tumbas de los seres queri-
dos y amigos fallecidos.

Al visitar estos lugares sagra-
dos, honramos a los muertos 
y con nuestras oraciones los 
asistimos mientras esperan el 
cumplimiento de su esperanza 
(y la nuestra), que es la res-
urrección del cuerpo y la vida 
eterna.

Que las almas de los fieles 
difuntos, por la misericordia de 
Dios, descansen en paz. Amén.

El Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother 
refleja la belleza de su arquitectura es-
pañola. Un elemento que se está volvi-
endo más visible es el Perla PEP White B 
Pine King: el ladrillo blanco. Los ladril-
los son de arcilla con bajo contenido en 
hierro. Cuando se mezclan con tiza y se 
cuecen, se vuelven blancos. Los ladrillos 
dan la apariencia de estuco blanco es-
pañol con la resistencia requerida para 
el clima de Oklahoma.

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Los católicos de Oklahoma que buscan apo-
yar a las empresas católicas locales esta Navi-
dad tienen varias opciones de donde comprar, 
incluyendo una nueva librería católica en el 
suroeste de la ciudad de Oklahoma.

Después de ocho años de operar Cordero De 
Dios Libreria desde su garaje, Norma y Sal-
vador Vásquez trasladaron su librería a una 
tienda a principios de este año. Ubicado en 
S.W. 44 cerca de Western Avenue, la librería se 
encuentra a poca distancia de la iglesia católica 
Saint James the Greater.

La tienda ofrece una impresionante selección 
de libros y regalos, tanto en español como en 
inglés, para niños y adultos. Para los Vásquez, 
es más que una librería; así es como ministran.

“Cuando la gente viene y compra algo, cada 
artículo ayudará a la gente a conocer más acer-
ca de Dios”, dijo Norma Vásquez.

Lo recién llegado a Cordero De Dios Libre-
ria incluye juegos de natividad, coronas de 
adviento y libros, incluyendo el título recien-

temente lanzado “Elwood: La historia de un 
héroe católico de la Segunda Guerra Mundial”. 
También se incluyen en las opciones literarias 
de la tienda los libros católicos sobre la crianza 
de adolescentes y preadolescentes, los santos 

católicos negros, la santidad en la maternidad 
y la crianza de niños con necesidades especia-
les.

Los Vásquez también son dueños de la libre-
ría Saint Joseph the Worker en Norman.

En el noroeste de la ciudad de Oklahoma, 
la librería Saint Thomas More en May Avenue 

ofrece varios artículos nuevos para Navi-
dad, incluyendo el nuevo lanzamiento de 
Gregory Cameron, “Un libro de días de 
Adviento: Conociendo a los personajes de 
la Navidad”.

Para los niños, está el nuevo lan-
zamiento de Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, “El 
cuervo y la paloma, el pez grande y el 
burro obstinado: historias de animales de 
la Biblia”.

En Trinity Mercantile en Edmond, los 
compradores encontrarán el libro para 
niños recientemente publicado “Saints 
Around the World” de Meg Hunter-Kilm-
er, así como varias velas con temas de 
Oklahoma de la 46th State Candle Com-
pany. Las velas fabricadas localmente 
tienen aromas como Lakes of Oklahoma, 
Thunderstorms of Oklahoma y Speak-
easy, una mezcla de aromas de caoba, 
tabaco y cuero. Otra idea de regalo es 
el título de David Warren, “Brillante: 25 
científicos católicos, matemáticos y perso-
nas súper inteligentes”.

La Iglesia Católica Holy Family en 
Lawton tiene una librería ubicada dentro de la 
parroquia, en el pasillo de educación religiosa. 
Está abierto antes y después de la misa los 
fines de semana y los miércoles mientras se 
realiza la formación en la fe, la tienda ofrece 

una selección de libros, obsequios, rosarios y 
crucifijos.

Los dueños de las tiendas dijeron que los 
beneficios de apoyar a las empresas católicas 
de propiedad local son mayores que simple-
mente apoyar a una pequeña empresa y tachar 
nombres de una lista navideña. Cada artículo 
que se compra sirve como una herramienta 
para la evangelización, dijo Norma Vásquez.

Sally Linhart es una escritora independiente 
para Sooner Catholic.
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Compre regalos de Navidad en las librerías 
católicas locales

Por Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Cordero De Dios Libreria
1107 S.W. 44
OKC 73109
(405) 985-7584
Martes a sábado 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
theworkerstore.com

St. Joseph the Worker Bookstore 
425 E. Tonhawa St.
Norman 73071
(405) 314-4299
Miércoles al mediodía - 5 p.m.
Jueves a sábado 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Domingo 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
theworkerstore.com

St. Thomas More Books and Gifts
7904 N. May Ave.
Ciudad de Oklahoma 73120
(405) 842-9911
Lunes a viernes de 10 a.m. a 6 p.m.
Sábado 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
stmcatholicgifts.com

Trinity Mercantile 
23 S. Broadway Ave.
Edmond 73034
(405) 285-7663
Martes a sábado 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
trinitymercantilellc.myshopify.com

Holy Family Gift and Bookstore 
1010 N.W. 82
Lawton 73505
(580) 536-6351
Miércoles y fines de semana
Antes y después de la misa

Cordero De Dios Libreria en Oklahoma City. Fotos Sally 
Linhart/Sooner Catholic.
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Briefs
Please contact organizers before 

attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Listening Sessions
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indi-
an Catholic Outreach office are 
conducting Listening Sessions 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese of 
Tulsa to provide a forum for people 
to discuss their experiences in 
former Catholic Indian boarding 
schools in Oklahoma. Find the 
schedule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact Dcn. 
Callison at rcallison@archokc.org.

Sidewalk advocates
Anyone interested in becoming 

a peaceful and prayerful sidewalk 
advocate can contact Julie Lewis 
at norman@golifemobilemedical.
com. Find more information at 
sidewalkadvocates.org.

Holy Innocents Chapel
The only freestanding 24/7 per-

petual adoration chapel in Oklaho-
ma City dedicated to the protection 
of all life from conception until 
natural death is seeking more 
dedicated and substitute adorers. 
The chapel is located at 6114 N.W. 
63 in Warr Acres. Contact: Julie 
Mayfield (English), (405) 413-0272; 
Maria Santana (Spanish), (405) 
664-3052.

High school shadow visits
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School admissions office is hosting 
shadow visits on campus for 8th 
grade students. Schedule a visit 
or chat about admissions with 
MSM Director of Admissions Diane 
Floyd at dfloyd@mountstmary.
org. Early admissions applications 
closes Dec. 1.

Feast Day Mass 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic 

Church will celebrate a St. Francis 
Xavier Feast Day Mass at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 3 at the plaza in downtown 
Sulphur. 

Rachel’s Vineyard
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

weekend is Dec. 3-5 in Oklaho-
ma City. This confidential healing 
retreat is for post-abortive women 
and men, and is a place where 
other people have been through 
similar pain. E-mail rachelsvine-
yardokc@gmail.com to register or 
call (405) 709-2714.

Surviving Divorce class
A 13-week Surviving Divorce 

class will begin Dec. 7 at St. Mon-
ica Catholic Church in Edmond. 
Classes are 6:15 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 
Tuesday evenings, and will help 
the newly separated, divorced and 
people struggling with issues many 
years later. Register at stmoni-
ca-edmond.org/divorce-ministry.

Sanctity of Life Mass
The annual Sanctity of Life Mass 

is Jan. 26 at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklaho-
ma City. More details to come.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

The Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference is Feb. 26 at Embassy 
Suites, 2501 Conference Dr. in 
Norman. Speakers are Kimberly 
Hahn, Leah Darrow and Sr. Ma-
rie Veritas. Earlybird price $55; 
regular price $65; late price $75. 
Register at okcatholicwomen.com. 

Shrine webcam
Watch construction of the 

Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine on 
a live webcam at archokc.org/
shrinewebcam.

First Friday Adoration
Join the staff of the Catholic 

Pastoral Center on the first Friday 
of every month Noon - 3 p.m. for 
adoration and the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet in the St. Francis de Sales 
Chapel, 7501 Northwest Express-
way, Oklahoma City. Adoration 
open to the public.

Scriptural Rosary for vocations
The Serra Club of Oklahoma 

City will have a Scriptural Rosary 
for vocations in conjunction with 
first Friday activities at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center. The schedule 

is: 10:45 a.m. Scriptural Rosary; 
11:30 a.m. daily Mass; and Noon - 
3 p.m. adoration in the chapel. 

First Friday Mass
The monthly first Friday Mass 

in honor of the Sacred Heart is 
7 p.m. at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 Northwest Express-
way in Oklahoma City. Exposition 
(confessions available) 5:30 p.m. 
– 6:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion about Home Enthronement, 
contact Francisco Lozano at (405) 
921-5095, filozano12@gmail.com. 
Sponsored by the archdiocesan 
Marriage and Family Life office. 

Poland, Vienna, Germany   
pilgrimage

Join Fr. Rick Stansberry on 
an 11-day pilgrimage to Poland, 
Vienna and Germany Aug. 1-11, 
2022. The pilgrimage includes 
the Oberammergau Passion Play. 
Other hosts include Marcellino 
D’Ambrosio, Fr. Casey F. Jones 
and Dcn. Pete Markwald. Contact 
Select International Tours at (800) 
842-4842, jane@select-intl.com. 
Visit selectinternationaltours.com.  

The Monks’ Marketplace 
Store hours for The Monks’ Mar-

ketplace at St. Gregory’s Abbey in 
Shawnee are Thursday and Friday 
1:30 p.m. - 4 p.m.; and Saturday- 
9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 - 4 
p.m.

JOIN US 
Saturday,

December 4, 2021

10:00 a.m. Mass
11:00 a.m. Presentation in English
12:00 p.m.  Lunch and fellowship
1:00 p.m.  Presentation in Spanish

The Meaning of the Image 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Significado del Mantoura de la Virgen de Guadalupe 
with Ingrid Meyer

Gospel Journey
through

Join us every Sunday during Advent at 4:30 p.m.

with the Gospel of Life Disciples

4:30 p.m.: Advent Gospel reflection with Ken Pedigo

5:30 p.m.: Sunday Vespers (Evening Prayer)

6:00 p.m.: Supper

7:00 p.m.: Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration with 
 meditative music and silence

November 28 · December 5 · December 12 · December 19

Join us for all or part of these Advent encounters!
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November

21   Our Lord Jesus Christ, King 
       of the Universe.

21   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

22   Thirty-Fourth or Last Week in 
       Ordinary Time.

22   Feast of St. Cecilia.

23   Feast of Bl. Miguel Agustin 
       Pro.

23   Feast of St. Clement I.

23   Feast of St. Columban.

24   Feast of St. Andrew Dung-
       Lac.

24   CPC closes at Noon. CPC 
       reopens Nov. 29.

25   Thanksgiving Day.  

25   Feast of St. Catherine of 
       Alexandria.

26   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
       a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
       Norman. Contact Connie  
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com.   

28   First Sunday of Advent.

30   Feast of St. Andrew.

December 

2      Charismatic Catholic prayer 
        meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
        Pastoral Center. Contact 
        Elaine, (405) 314-5345, 
        ccrprayers@gmail.com.

3      Feast of St. Francis Xavier.

3      First Friday Adoration, Noon 
        - 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 
        Center, 7501 Northwest 
        Expressway, OKC.

3      First Friday Sacred Heart 
        Mass at the Catholic Pastoral 
        Center. Exposition of the 
        Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
        reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
        Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
        (405) 528-6252.

3      Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
        a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
        Norman. Contact Connie 
        Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
        lang@gmail.com.   

3      Rachel’s Vineyard retreat, 
        Dec. 3-5 in Oklahoma City. 
        Contact rachelsvineyardokc@
        gmail.com; (405) 709-2714.

3      St. Francis Xavier Feast Day 
        Mass, 6 p.m., outdoors at the  

       plaza in downtown Sulphur.

4     Feast of St. John Damascene.

4     Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
       the lay order of the Mission-
       aries of Charity of St. Teresa 
       of Calcutta, Holy Mass at 9:30 
       a.m. at St. Ann Independent 
       Living Center in the St. Joa- 
       chim Chapel followed by 

       Eucharistic adoration, the 
       Rosary and the Chaplet. 
       Meeting 10 a.m. – Noon in 
       the conference room. Any lay 
       person interested in living 
       a consecrated life is welcome 
       to “come and see.” Contact 
       Toni Harrelson, (405) 694-
       1292, (405) 341-2199 or 
       tonimah@sbcglobal.net.

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 
1100 N. Sara Rd., Mustang
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FOCUS Missions to host 150 trips in the U.S., 
around the world 

DENVER – Since 2004, more 
than 13,000 college students, 
chaplains and FOCUS mission-
aries have served on more than 
1,000 FOCUS mission trips 
around the world, making FOCUS 
Missions the largest Catholic mis-
sions program. During this past 
year’s program, despite pandemic 
restrictions, FOCUS Missions sent 
more than 1,100 participants on 
more than 60 trips, many of which 
were in the United States. 

For the 2021-2022 academic 
year, FOCUS Missions will host 
150 mission trips around the 
world, partnering with local reli-
gious orders, apostolates and or-
ganizations that understand their 
communities’ greatest needs. 

College students, missionaries, 
alumni and chaplains on FOCUS 
mission trips serve the poor and 
share the message of the Gos-
pel. Examples of service projects 
include providing patient care 
services at medical clinics, serving 
the homeless, and building and 
renovating community infrastruc-
ture. FOCUS Missions anticipates 

that more than 2,300 participants 
will serve on trips in the next year. 
The deadline to apply for spring 
break trips is Nov. 30. Applications 
for summer trips are due by Feb. 
15, 2022. More information is at 
focusmissions.org. 

New FOCUS mis-
sion trip locations 
include a spring 
break trip to Suri-
name to serve with 
the Servidora Sis-
ters (March 25-April 
3). Participants 
on the new trip to 
Romania will serve 
along with the Mis-
sionaries of Charity 
(March 4-13). Two 
new locations in 
California offer both 
an opportunity in 
San Francisco to 
help the Missionar-
ies of Charity (March 11-20) and a 
special California Missions Pil-
grimage (March 11-20). 

Popular trip locations include 
Brazil (Petropolis and Amazon 

trips), Mexico and the Holy Land. 
FOCUS Missions coordinates sev-
eral FOCUS Greek trips and Var-
sity Catholic Mission Camps for 
student-athletes. Medical mission 
trips to Peru, Argentina and Texas 

give students in the medical field 
an opportunity to share their skills 
and the love of Christ. A full list of 
trips is at focusmissions.org. 

FOCUS Missions prioritizes 

safety for participants on any 
mission trip and offers trips to 
locations only after they have been 
researched and vetted with people 
on the ground. Other precautions 
FOCUS Missions takes include 

consulting government 
agencies such as the U.S. 
State Department, the 
Smart Traveler Enrollment 
Program and the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention regarding travel-
er health. 

FOCUS Missions also has 
a number of resources ded-
icated to promoting safety 
and mitigating risk, includ-
ing paying for a security 
consultant to monitor the 
safety of all trip locations, 
training every mission 
director in safety and risk 
management at the inter-
national Mission Director 

Leadership Summit, taking out 
insurance policies for each trip 
and equipping staff and students 
with safety guidelines at trip orien-
tation. 

Spring break trip deadline Nov. 30

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat of Child and 
Youth Protection has released the 2020 Annual 
Report – Findings and Recommendations on 
the Implementation of the Charter for the Pro-
tection of Children and Young People.

The report is based on the audit findings of 
Stonebridge Business Partners, a specialty con-
sulting firm headquartered in Rochester, N.Y., 
which provides forensic, internal and compli-
ance audit services to leading organizations 
nationwide. A survey on allegations conducted 
by the Center for Applied Research in the Apos-
tolate also is included as part of the report.

This is the 18th such report since 2002 when 
the U.S. bishops established and adopted the 
Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People, a comprehensive set of proce-
dures to address allegations of sexual abuse of 
minors by Catholic clergy and made a promise 
to protect and a pledge to heal. 

The report, which is typically released in 
June each year, was delayed due to the health 
and safety restrictions as a result of the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic. A mid-cycle adjust-
ment was made to extend the time frame of the 
audit process to accommodate diocesan offices, 
which had closed, diocesan staff who had tran-
sitioned to remote work, and for the elements 
of on-site audits to go virtual. This adjustment 
did not alter data collected or information gar-
nered from the audit process.

The 2020 report for audit year July 1, 2019 - 
June 30, 2020, states that 3,924 adults came 
forward with 4,228 allegations. The number of 
allegations is slightly less than that reported in 
2019. As noted in the 2019 Annual Report, the 

number of allegations increased significantly in 
large part due to allegations received in con-
nection with lawsuits, compensation programs 
and bankruptcies.

During this audit year, 22 allegations were 
made by current minors, six of which were 
substantiated, two were unsubstantiat-
ed, three were unable to be proven, seven were 
still under investigation and four were catego-
rized as “other.”

The report notes the ongoing work of the 
Church in continuing the call to ensure the 
safety of children and vulnerable adults. In 
2020, the Church’s investment in protective 
services increased by 15 percent.

This included more than 2.5 million back-
ground checks conducted on clergy, employees 
and volunteers. In addition, in 2020 more than 
2.5 million adults and 3.1 million children 
and youth were trained on how to identify the 
warning signs of abuse and how to report those 
signs.

The Church also continues to provide out-
reach and support to 2,458 victim survivors 
and their families in the form of counseling, 
spiritual assistance and other social services.

Despite restrictions experienced due to the 
pandemic, evaluation of compliance with the 
charter continued. Necessary adjustments to 
social distancing did not alter elements includ-
ed in the audit process conducted by Stone-
bridge Business Partners. The Archdiocese of 
New Orleans requested a one-year postpone-
ment of the audit as the area continues to re-
cover from natural disasters. The report noted 
the following: 

61 dioceses/eparchies were visited either 

in-person or via remote technology and data 
collected from 135 others; 

There were four instances of non-compliance: 
the Diocese of Fort Worth and the Diocese of 
Helena were found non-compliant with Arti-
cle 2 of the charter due to inactivity of their 
Review Boards; Saint Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy and Our Lady of Deliverance 
of Newark Eparchy were both found non-com-
pliant with Articles 12 (training of youth and 
adults) and Article 13 (background checks) of 
the charter;

Two eparchies did not participate in the 
audit: the Eparchy of Saint Mary Queen of 
Peace, and the Eparchy of Saint Peter the 
Apostle.

The USCCB’s Committee on the Protection of 
Children and Young People and the National 
Review Board continue to emphasize that the 
audit and continued application of zero-tol-
erance policies are two important tools in the 
Church’s broader program of creating a culture 
of protection and healing that exceeds the re-
quirements of the charter.

The full Annual Report, and all previously 
published Annual Reports, may be found on 
the secretariat’s audit page - usccb.org/offices/
child-and-youth-protection/audits.

The Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People may be found at: usccb.
org/offices/child-and-youth-protection/char-
ter-protection-children-and-young-people

Additional information on diocesan require-
ments for the protection of children and young 
people may be found at: usccb.org/about/
communications/bishops-resources/upload/
cyp-norms-bulletin-insert.pdf.

U.S. Bishops’ Secretariat for Child and Youth 
Protection releases annual report

FOCUS Missionaries in Peru with local children. Photo pro-
vided.


