
On April 27, 
Gov. Kevin Stitt 
signed Senate 

Bill 960, legalizing the 
installation of “baby 
boxes” in hospitals and 
other first response 

facilities to receive 
and triage babies who 
might otherwise end up 
in a dumpster or oth-
er location after being 
abandoned. The bill was 
proposed by Catholic 
Charities of 

In October 1976, a longtime 
and much-loved member of 
Saint Vincent de Paul died sud-
denly leaving a widow and three 
children behind.  

When two college students, 
who had served with a Saint 
Vincent de Paul chapter in high 
school, heard about the death, 
they bought a Thanksgiving 
turkey dinner for the family 
and drove 60 miles roundtrip to 
deliver it to the grieving fam-

ily. The widow and the family 
never forgot the wonderful act of 
charity.  

Today, in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City the Saint Vin-
cent de Paul Society continues 
to follow these teachings. Unlike 
many charitable organizations, 
one of the things that sets apart 
the society is that everyone is 
a volunteer. There are no paid 
staff members or buildings to 
maintain. All donations go di-
rectly to help the poor.

  Saint Vincent de Paul was a 
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Go Make Disciples

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

“Baby Box” bill provides hope, help for 
women, babies

The south team for El Camino de Apla’s prayed for the archdiocese and for the canonization of Bl. Stanley 
Rother during their camino around the archdiocese throughout July. Look for more photos of the camino 
teams and from Bl. Stanley Rother’s Feast Day in the Aug. 15 issue of the Sooner Catholic. Photo provided.

continued on page 20

Back to 
School! 

“No work of charity is foreign to the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul”

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Zeela Snodgrass and Scott Powell, members of the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society in Oklahoma. Photo 
provided.

Photo Safe Haven Baby Boxes

continued on page 10

EL CAMINO DE APLA’S

Teachers, staff and vol-
unteers are busy preparing 
classrooms for the 2021-2022 
school year, which begins in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City on Wednesday, Aug. 11. 
Each Catholic school offers 
an advanced curriculum that 
educates the total child – spirit, 
mind and body. The curricu-
lum is rooted in the life and 
teachings of Jesus Christ and 
responds to his call to make 
disciples of all peoples. To learn 
more about Catholic schools, 
visit archokc.org/schools. Peo-
ple interested in career oppor-
tunities at Catholic schools can 
visit archokc.org/jobs-box.

A teacher at St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic School in Oklahoma City 
organizes her classroom. Photo 
provided.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a May our merciful Lord 
calm the fears of all expectant 
mothers, fill them with his 
peace, and provide for every 
need.

a The Santa Fe Family Life 
Center’s pool season ends 
Labor Day weekend. Call (405) 
840 -1817 or stop by 6300 N. 
Santa Fe Ave. in Oklahoma 
City to sign up. Visit sfflc.com 
for more information.

a Day of Reflection, “I 
Shall Return to My Father: 
How to Make a Good Con-
fession” presented by Fr. 
Boniface Copelin, O.S.B., is 
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sept. 25 
at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 
W. MacArthur St., Shawnee. 
Limited seating. Masks are 
recommended. Attendees 
must pre-register by e-mail-
ing retreats@monksok.org 
or call (405) 878-5656. Cost 
$30 pre-paid or $35 at the 
door. Lunch included.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

This is the sixth and final installment of a series 
on the Precepts of the Church. As stated previously, 
these precepts are laws proposed by the Church that, 
according to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
are “meant to guarantee to the faithful the very nec-
essary minimum in the spirit of prayer and moral 
effort” to ensure our growth in love of God and neigh-
bor (CCC 2041). 

After writing about the importance of Mass and the 
sacraments, the disciplines of fasting and abstinence 
and other matters in earlier columns, I want to write 
about our duty to support the mission of the Church 
through its many apostolic works.

During his missionary journeys, Saint Paul ap-
pealed to the Christians in the communities he had 
established to come to the aid of the mother church 
in Jerusalem. Evidently, certain needs had arisen in 
Jerusalem that prompted Saint Paul to bring their 
dire situation to the at-
tention of the other local 
churches. 

To that end, he estab-
lished a collection and 
invited their generous 
participation. “Each one 
should give as much as 
he has decided on his 
own initiative, not re-
luctantly or under com-
pulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver. God is 
perfectly able to enrich 
you with every grace, so 
that you always have 
enough for every conceiv-
able need, and your resources overflow in all kinds 
of good work” (2 Cor. 9:7-8). God is the source of all 
blessings, and we have a duty to use God’s bless-
ings to enrich others without thereby impoverishing 
ourselves (2 Cor. 8:12-13). As stewards of God’s gifts, 
the way we use our God-given gifts ultimately ought 
to glorify God. 

This collection for the Jerusalem church was an 
opportunity for these Christians to put their faith 
into action, and to demonstrate in a practical way 
the charity that was the strength and binding force of 
their communion in the one Body of Christ.

Our communion (shared life) in the Body of Christ 
is the theological justification for the fifth precept of 
the Church: “You shall help to provide for the needs 
of the Church” (CCC 2043). According to the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church, this precept means 
that the faithful are obliged to assist with the materi-

al needs of the Church, 
each according to his 
own ability. This is 
accomplished not only 
by sharing our finan-
cial resources, but also 
through the generous 
stewardship of our time and talent. 

The Code of Canon Law is more explicit and helps 
us understand the larger context of this precept. 
“The Christian faithful are obliged to assist with the 
needs of the Church so that the Church has what 
is necessary for divine worship, for the works of the 
apostolate and of charity, and for the decent support 
of ministers” (can. 222). In other words, the faithful 
have a duty to assist the Church to fulfill its mission. 

We live our faith and grow in holiness in commu-
nion with others, through the mediating influence 

of the Church, its sacra-
ments and its apostolic 
works. Even as we have 
received our faith and 
hope of salvation through 
membership in the 
Church, we have a duty 
to participate actively in 
fostering the mission of 
the Church. We do this, 
at least in part, through 
our material and financial 
support of the Church, 
including our support of 
our parishes, our archdio-
cese and the works of the 

apostolate such as Catholic Charities and many oth-
ers. This is included in what it means to be a disciple, 
to respond fully to the call of Christ. It advances the 
mission of evangelization, that is, our summons to 
“Go make disciples.”

Christ loves the Church as a bridegroom loves his 
bride. He loved her even to the point of laying down 
his life for her (Eph 5:25). We have received Christ’s 
Spirit and through our ongoing conversion we gradu-
ally put on the mind of Christ. As we do, we come to 
share his concerns, his values, his joys and sorrows. 
As we grow in love for Christ through a deeper com-
munion in his Spirit, we necessarily grow in love for 
his Church. Ongoing conversion leads us to a deeper 
desire to generously share ourselves and our resourc-
es with Christ and actively support the mission of his 
Church. The fifth precept of the Church reminds us 
of this duty of charity and justice.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Precepts of the Church: 
Supporting the Church’s mission

God of wisdom and might,
we praise you for the 
wonder of our being,

for mind, body and spirit.
Be with our children as they 
begin a new school year.

Bless them and their 
teachers and staff.

Give the strength and 
grace as their bodies grow;

wisdom and knowledge 
to their minds

as they search for 
understanding;

and peace and zeal to 
their hearts.

We ask this through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Aug. 1 – Mass for Quo Vadis Days, 5 p.m., Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp
Aug. 3 – Archdiocesan Building Committee meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Aug. 3 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Aug. 5 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Aug. 5 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals Luncheon, 11 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC 
Aug. 9 – Cookout with seminarians, 6 p.m., archbishop’s residence
Aug. 10 – Group photo and meeting with seminarians, 9 a.m., CPC 
Aug. 10 – Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Aug. 10 – Archbishop’s Dinner for Seminarian Education, 6 p.m., Omni Oklahoma City Hotel
Aug. 12 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Aug. 12 – Keynote Speaker at Tulsa Legatus Chapter meeting, 5:30 p.m., Holy Family Cathedral, Tulsa
Aug. 14 – Mass and dedication of new parish hall, 5 p.m., Sacred Heart, Mangum

God is the source of all 
blessings, and we have a 
duty to use God’s bless-
ings to enrich others with-
out thereby impoverishing 
ourselves. ”

“
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Faces of the Shrine: 
Construction of the Blessed 

Stanley Rother Shrine in Oklahoma 
City is being overseen by construc-
tion manager The Boldt Company. 
Project Manager Tyler Boldt and 
his team have made significant 
contributions to the shrine while 
working closely with the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City. Earlier this 
year, the Association of General 
Contractors of Oklahoma honored 
Tyler Boldt as “Project Manager of 
the Year!” 

To learn more about the shrine or 
to watch a live webcam, go online 
to rothershrine.org. To help se-
cure the future of the shrine, go to 
give.rothershrine.org.

Rother shrine update

Tanner B., The Center of Family Love’s first-ever resident host and emcee of the annual Gift of Love Gala

Recommendations, precautions and 
protocols related to COVID-19 for youth 
activities at parishes and for students 
at Catholic schools in the archdiocese 
for Fall 2021 can be found online at 
archokc.org/health.

OKARCHE – The Center of Family 
Love celebrated its 40th anniversa-
ry by raising more than $860,000 
during the organization’s Gift of 

Love Virtual Celebration. The event was the 
eighth in CFL’s history. 

Generous donors from all over Oklahoma 
and throughout the United States participated 
at an unprecedented level during the event in 
support of the residents. Tanner, 25, one of 
CFL’s newest residents, is a survivor of trau-
matic brain injury and multiple cancer diagno-
ses. He served as the event’s first-ever resident 
host and emcee. 

The Center of Family Love, which was started 
by the Knights of Columbus, empowers individ-
uals living with intellectual and physical dis-
abilities to reach for and achieve their dreams 
while providing innovative lifetime carefree of 

charge to them and their families in the event 
they cannot afford it.  

The organization used the occasion to mark 
its 40th anniversary of serving Oklahomans 
with intellectual disabilities and held a birthday 
celebration for all of its residents, inspired by 
Pauline, CFL’s first resident in 1981, who is now 
40 years beyond her predicted life expectancy.

Additional highlights of the Gift of Love Virtu-
al Celebration included a resident production 
of “Lion Sleeps Tonight” and a resident ballet 
performance in partnership with the Oklaho-
ma City Ballet. CFL also presented its highest 
honors on two exceptional community leaders, 
with Richard “RJ” Schulte of Edmond receiving 
the Harold J. Wittrock Humanitarian Award and 
Jeanne Sullivan of Tulsa receiving the Carol and 
Bill Brown Community Ambassador Award. 

Among the key contributors helping CFL to 

achieve this fundraising record included Kurt 
and Brooke Bollenbach, Ron and Nancy Carel, 
Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund, Knights 
of Columbus Our Lady of the Rosary Council 
#1287, Ovintiv, Republic National Distributing 
Company and Rep. Mike Sanders of Oklahoma.

The Center of 
Family Love raised 
a record $860,000

Pauline, The Center of Family Love’s 
first-ever resident in 1981 Photos provided.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The impact on a stu-
dent by a concerned, 
kind, challenging and 

demanding educator cannot 
be overstated; such was the 
case with the dynamic Father 
Augustine Horn, O.S.B. At his 
core, the love of Christ and his 
church animated his very being 
and left a legacy of decency and 
goodness.

Augustine Horn came into this 
world on Nov. 28, 1914, in Cres-
co, Iowa. After his early educa-
tion in Iowa, he came to Saint 
Gregory in 1938 as a student 
and felt called to the religious 
life. He made his initial profes-
sion on July 11, 1939. 

After attending Saint John 
in Collegeville, Minn., he made 
his final profession in 1942 
and began teaching in the high 
school in 1943. The year 1945 
saw the ordination to the priest-
hood of Father Augustine Horn 
on March 17. Further studies in 
Latin included a master’s degree 
from the University of Oklahoma 
and spending some time at the 
Catholic University of America. 

At the University of Colorado, 
he studied Russian. Language 
intrigued him and his insatiable 
curiosity aided him in becom-
ing proficient in New Testa-
ment Greek. A former student 
recounts: “I was going to sem-
inary so I thought it would be 

interesting and helpful to 
take Greek. I signed up 

for the course and I 
was the only person. 
To say that it was 

intimidating to be tutored 
by a man of Father Augus-
tine’s intellect is putting it 
mildly. However, he put me 
ease and became a person 
that I looked forward to 
seeing as he had a treasure 
trove of stories. His genuine 
faith was inspiring, and his 
Benedictine outlook still 
resonates with me to this 
day.”

This vigorous man was 
slowed by a very serious 
car accident that left him 
in pain for the rest of his 
life. He walked with a limp 
and used a cane, but never 
complained. Father Robert 
Wood states: “He had yet 
another serious hip surgery 
and was confined to bedrest 
for several months, so the abbot 
gave us permission to enter 
the cloister and father taught 
us while lying flat on his back. 
Nothing was going to stop him 
from teaching. He was the con-
summate teacher: articulate, 
witty, brilliant and he had great 
mastery of the blackboard to 
help us with conjugations and 
declensions and other linguistic 
mysteries. … He taught not only 
to enrich our minds but our 
souls and our identity as Cath-
olics. He continues to be one of 
the most important and conse-
quential people in my life.”

When he finally retired from 
teaching in 1992, Father Horn 
continued to be active, giving 
tours of the abbey church and 
refectory and maintained a 

spiritual presence with the stu-
dents. He was straightforward 
in his assessments, but as his 
confrere Father Martin Lugo be-
lieves that “whatever he said to 
you was for your betterment. He 
was a wonderful conversational-
ist and storyteller.” He was one 
of the last in the community to 
remember the early monks and 
was deeply proud of the Bene-
dictine heritage in Oklahoma. 
Consequently, he was a pillar of 
that community.

Jim Abbot, former alumni 
director, summed up Father 
Augustine beautifully in the 
obituary that ran in the Soon-
er Catholic upon his death in 
December of 2003: “He cared 
about you. He loved you. And 
because he did, you loved him 
and others a little more.”

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Each year, Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School offers a unique summer class. This year, 
14 students signed up to explore and experience 
the central themes of Catholic social teaching. 
On June 16, Anne Hathcoat, assistant principal 
at Bishop McGuinness, took students to visit 
residents of St. Ann Independent Living. Students 
interviewed senior adults to learn about their rich 
histories. Following 
the interviews, St. 
Ann residents chal-
lenged students 
to a volleyball 
game, and Rich-
ard Amend took 
students on a tour 
of the communi-
ty, including St. 
Joachim Chapel. 
Photos provided. 

Fr. Augustine Horn

A new building to serve 
women in Oklahoma 
City is under con-
struction on the cam-
pus of Mercy Health 

Center. The hospital’s labor and 
delivery, and postpartum services 
have been at capacity for years, 
limiting Mercy’s ability to serve 
more patients.

Forty percent of the $98 million 
project is funded through gener-
ous local donors. When construc-
tion is complete in fall 2023, Mer-
cy will have a total of 73 patient 
rooms to serve women in the new 
center, increasing the capacity for 
deliveries by 40 percent.

As the population in Oklahoma 
City has increased over the past 
10 years, so has the need for more 
services.

“We have seen a 34 percent 
increase in childbirths at Mercy 
in the past 10 years,” said Jim 
Gebhart, community president of 
Mercy Hospital Oklahoma City. 
“We want to be able to serve every 
pregnant mom and newborn that 
needs us, but the reality is that 
our existing facility is not designed 
to support our current volume of 
patients. We simply need more 
space.”

Mercy Hospital Oklahoma City 
was built in the 1970s and the 
existing Mercy BirthPlace was 
designed to handle around 3,000 
births a year. Nearly 4,000 babies 
were delivered annually at the hos-
pital over the past two years.

“Our physicians and nursing 
staff are incredible, and they’re 
always looking for creative ways 

to serve more patients with the 
kind of compassionate care they’ve 
come to expect from Mercy,” said 
Dr. Chad Smith, obstetrician-gy-
necologist and chief medical officer 
at Mercy Hospital Oklahoma City. 
“They know the need for this new 

facility better than anyone, and 
they are just so excited to see this 
dream finally become a reality.”

The Love Family Women’s Cen-
ter will be a 175,000-square-foot, 
four-story building on the cam-
pus of Mercy Hospital Oklahoma 
City. It will feature an obstetrics 
emergency department staffed by 
obstetricians.

Three large caesarean section 
suites located in the women’s 
center will connect to the hospital 

on the first floor via the existing 
hospital surgery suite. This stra-
tegic design allows for quick, safe 
access to additional services if 
there are any medical emergencies 
during delivery. 

“We looked at a number of dif-

ferent options and locations for 
a new facility over the years and 
ultimately decided this really is the 
best of both worlds for patients,” 
said Dr. Donald Rahhal, longtime 
Oklahoma City obstetrician-gyne-
cologist and former medical direc-
tor of Mercy BirthPlace. “Patients 
will have the easy, convenient 
access a free-standing structure 
provides while also having imme-
diate access to all the services a 
hospital provides in case of any 
kind of emergency.”

Postpartum rooms will be on the 
third floor of the women’s center 
that connects to the hospital via 
a skybridge. This allows moms of 
babies needing a higher level of 
care to have direct elevator access 
to the neonatal intensive care unit 
on the fifth floor.

The new state-of-the-art facility 
will also feature Oklahoma’s first 
hospital-based low intervention 
birthing unit. The unit will be run 
by accredited midwives who are 
also registered nurses in collab-
oration with obstetricians. The 
program will offer the option of a 
low intervention birth with access 
to a higher level of care under the 
same roof if issues arrive during 
labor and delivery.

Mercy will serve women of all 
ages at the Love Family Women’s 
Center, including a dedicated area 
for women recovering from surger-
ies. Outpatient therapy services, 
specifically pelvic floor therapy, 
will also be offered. A large con-
ference center will host support 
groups and classes on everything 
from childbirth, infant care, CPR 
and more.

A large portion of this project 
was generously funded through 
Mercy Health Foundation Okla-
homa City. It is the largest fund-
raising campaign in the history of 
Mercy. The Tom and Judy Love 
family gave a $10 million lead 
donation to this project. Campaign 
co-chairs Judy Love and Cathy 
Keating led the way in raising 
more than $30 million toward the 
$40 million fundraising goal.
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Mercy breaks ground on new Love Family Women’s Center

Oklahoman wins national lay ministry award
CHICAGO – The National Associa-

tion for Lay Ministry announced three 
awards to recipients for their long-time 
support and promotion of lay ecclesial 
ministry in the United States. 

Sister Diane Koorie, R.S.M., former 
head of adult faith formation for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, received 
the Spirit of the Conference Award. 
Nelsa Elías from the Diocese of Brooklyn 
was honored with the Juan Diego Award 
and John Reid from the Reid Group 

was honored with the Gaudium et Spes 
Award.

The Spirit of the Conference Award 
recognizes an outstanding person or 
organization for their service on behalf 
of lay ministry. This person or group 
exemplifies, through their life and min-
istry, the spirit of the annual conference 
theme. This year that theme is “The 
Church has Left the Building: Sent to 
Serve.” 

Sr. Diane Koorie is a Sister of Mer-

cy with a bachelor’s degree in biology 
and chemistry and a master’s degree in 
science education from the University 
of Georgia. In addition to teaching, she 
ministered in diocesan youth ministry 
and earned a master’s degree in religious 
education. She has served in several 
leadership roles both in her community 
and in lay ministry. Since joining NALM 
in 2001, she has served and continues 
to serve on the board and continues to 
serve on several NALM committees.

Sr. Diane Koorie, 
R.S.M.

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

Expanding women’s services for pregnant moms and women of all ages



Sooner Catholic6   August 1, 2021 

    
A

ro
un

d 
th

e 
Arch

diocese

Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church, Chickasha Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church, Chickasha

St. James the Greater Catholic Church, Oklahoma City St. James the Greater Catholic Church, Oklahoma City St. James the Greater Catholic Church, Oklahoma City

St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Norman Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church, Purcell

The choir from St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 
in Sulfur sang at the Sulphur Ministerial Alliance in 
June. It was the first time the Catholic community 
had representation at the local ecumenical group. 

St. Joseph Catholic Church, Norman St. Joseph Catholic Church, Norman St. Joseph Catholic Church, Norman

Fr. Don Wolf, Fr. Vic Luong and Principal Molly 
Goldsworthy joined the fun for Field Day on May 
26 at St. Eugene Catholic School in Oklahoma 
City. 

Photos provided. 
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Gold medalist weightlifter Hidilyn Diaz inspires the 
Philippines with her victory and Catholic devotion

“Make Straight the Way” 

TOKYO – Philippine Catholic 
bishops congratulated the coun-
try’s first-ever Olympic gold med-
alist, weightlifter Hidilyn Diaz, not 
only for her victory but for her 
show of faith and devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

Diaz’s triumph came in the 
women’s 55-kilogram weightlifting 
event on July 26. She also set an 
Olympic record after lifting a com-
bined weight of 224 kilograms.

After completing her final lift in 
a very close competition, Diaz held 
her hands to her face, burst into 
tears and clutched at her Mirac-
ulous Medal of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary hanging from her neck.

“Thank you, Lord, thank you 
Lord,” she cried repeatedly after 
the winning lift.

Later on, the podium at the med-
al ceremony, Diaz pointed heaven-
ward after singing the Philippine 
national anthem, then made the 
Sign of the Cross before stepping 
down and shouting “Mabuhay ang 
Pilipinas!” (“Long live the Philip-
pines!”)

Diaz’s inspirational victory and 
public display of her Catholic faith 
touched the hearts of church lead-
ers and Filipino Catholics watch-

ing from home and 
quickly went viral 
on social media.

“We admire her 
devotion to the 
Blessed Mother as 
she carried in her 
victory her great 
faith in God,” said 
Archbishop Romu-
lo Valles, president 
of the country’s 
bishops’ confer-
ence. “Hidilyn is 
a true weightlifter 
who draws her 
strength from her 
love for the country 
and her deep Cath-
olic faith.”

In a media in-
terview on July 
27, Diaz said her 
Miraculous Medal 
was given to her by 
friends before she 
departed for Tokyo 
earlier this month.

“They prayed a 
novena for nine days before my 
competition,” she told reporters, 
adding that she prayed a novena 
herself and is grateful for all the 
support her “prayer warriors” have 
given her.

Diaz said the religious medal is 

“a sign of our prayers and faith in 
Mama Mary and Jesus Christ,” 
adding that her faith in God is the 
major reason for her success. 

Diaz is the fifth of six children 
of a poor trike driver in a small 
village in the southern Philippine 

city of Zamboanga.
A cousin introduced the then-

10-year-old girl to weightlifting by 
training her with makeshift bar-
bells made from plastic pipes with 
cast concrete weights at either 
end.

By Jose Torres Jr. 
Catholic News Agency

Filipina weightlifter Hidilyn Diaz proudly displays her Olympics gold medal and the Miraculous 
Medal, a devotional medallion depicting the Virgin Mary. Photo Catholic News Agency.

Below is a lineup of scheduled broadcasts on “Make Straight the Way” 
hosted by Deacon Larry Sousa:   

• Aug. 3 & 4: Melissa Armstrong – Speaker, pro-life ministry
• Aug. 10 & 11: Forest Champion – Convert to Catholicism
• Aug. 17 & 18: April Heiple – Executive director, Food and Shelter 

for Friends
• Aug. 24 & 25: Archbishop Coakley – Personal testimony Pt. 1
• Aug. 31 & Sept. 1: Archbishop Coakley – Personal testimony Pt. 2

“Make Straight the Way” broadcasts on Oklahoma Catholic Radio 
Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., and Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m.
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Rosary Catholic School in 
Oklahoma City made time 
capsules to commemorate 
the past year. The time 
capsules included Sooner 
Catholic articles, archdioce-
san and school protocols, a 
mask, photos from the year, 
parent letters, a letter from 
Principal Christy Harris, 
letter from fifth-grade teach-
er Katie Tooley, reflective 
writings from the year, and 
writings and images about 
50 major news events from 
this past school year. 

Knights of Columbus 
State Deputy Matt 
Maly and Fr. Rex 
Arnold, former pastor 
of St. John Nepomuk 
Catholic Church in 
Yukon, presented 
international awards 
to Landri Ward, 9, 
and Jackson Zielins-
ki, 14, at the Yukon 
Knights of Columbus 
Council #6478 Soccer 
Challenge. 

Photos provided. 

Vacation Bible School was held June 21-25 at St. Philip Neri Catholic Church in Midwest City 
led by Director of Religious Education Laurann Donahue.

Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Catholic Church in 
Duncan had Vaca-
tion Bible School 
June 28 - July 2. 
The theme was 
“Jesus’ Power Pulls 
Us Through.” The 
VBS was sponsored 
by the Knights of 
Columbus.

Totus Tuus was 
held June 21-25 
at Holy Name 
Catholic Church 
in Chickasha. 
Events included 
Mass and water 
fun with the 
Chickasha Fire 
Department.

St. Mark the 
Evangelist 
Catholic Church 
in Norman held 
their parish pic-
nic on June 13.
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Norman parish to refurbish 
historic pipe organ

NORMAN – More than a year after the ded-
ication of a new edifice, Saint Thomas More 
Catholic Church has launched a campaign to 
fund the re-
furbishment 
of an historic 
pipe organ. 

Originally 
built in 1923 
by the Ernest 
M. Skinner 
Organ Com-
pany for First 
Presbyterian 
Church of 
Stamford, 
Conn., this 
instrument 
boasts more 
than 1,800 pipes. Played in recital by Marcel 
Dupre, then organist at Notre-Dame, Paris, 
and Virgil Fox, this instrument has a long and 

storied history in the church music 
world. 

Under the leadership of Father 
Jim Goins, 
Saint Thomas 
More’s new 
chapel at the 
University of 
Oklahoma is 
home to his-
toric art and 
sanctuary 
furnishings 
reclaimed from 
closed church-
es, giving voice 
to generations past. The 
pipe organ is part of that 
vision.

The organ will be refurbished by the Schantz 
Organ Company of Orrville, Ohio, and Saint 
Thomas More has raised half of the $751,000 

necessary to bring the instrument back to life 
before its 100th birthday. Donations can be 
made online by visiting stm-ou.org/organ. 

For more information, contact Nolan Patrick 
Reilly, organist and director of music for Saint 
Thomas More, at music@stm-ou.org or (405) 
321-0990.

Parishioners at St. Mary Catholic 
Church in Clinton held a Corpus 
Christi procession and celebration.

Photos 
provided.

Knights of Columbus Council #12108 at St. Mark the 
Evangelist Catholic Church in Norman began a pro-life 
billboard campaign in 2018 with two electronic “Choose 
Life” billboards each month in the Oklahoma City metro 
area. With generous support, they have expanded to 25 
electronic billboard locations displaying the “Choose Life” 
message to drivers each day in Clinton, Del City, Ed-
mond, Elk City, Midwest City, Norman, Oklahoma City, 
Tulsa and Yukon. The Knights are asking for gifts to help 
continue the campaign. They need a minimum of $5,000 
before July 2022. Visit kofc12108.org to give online or 
mail a check to KOC Council 12108, Prolife Billboard 
Campaign, P.O. Box 893232, Oklahoma City 73189.

Freshmen from Cristo Rey 
Oklahoma City Catholic High 
School participated in a scaven-
ger hunt July 16 that included 
touring the Heritage Gallery at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center to 
find answers to questions about 
Bl. Stanley Rother. The tour was 
given by archdiocesan Archivist 
George Rigazzi. The students 
also met with Dcn. Norman Me-
jstrik, director of the Cause for 
the Canonization of Bl. Stanley 
Rother. Photos provided. 



French Catholic priest who served as a chaplain 
to imprisoned slaves in the 1600s and devoted 
his life to serving rural areas of France and the 
poor of Paris. One hundred years later, Blessed 
Frederic Ozanam, a young law student in Paris, 
founded the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul. Its 
motto is “No work of charity is foreign to the Soci-
ety of St. Vincent de Paul.”

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Noreen 
Valadez is serving her 5th year as council presi-
dent of the Archdiocesan Council of Oklahoma 
City. 

“There are so many things Christ taught 
about serving the poor. There is nothing we 
won’t try to help, all people have to do is call,” 

Valadez said. “Each conference (parish level) re-
sponds to the needs of the individual community. 
Aid and service can include things like utilities, 
rent, food, food pantries and furniture.”  

Funding for SVdP is primarily from the local 
parish. All money given by the parish, by friends 
of SVdP from other churches or the community 
or from memorial gifts go directly to help people 
in need. 

Valadez said people who become “Vincentians” 
experience spiritual growth and friendship. In ad-
dition to service, Vincentians meet twice a month 
for prayer and to share information about “cases” 
and resources. 

The two newest SVdP conferences are at Saint 
Joseph Catholic Church in Ada and Saint Francis 

Xavier Catholic Church in Sulphur, both under 
the direction of Father Aaron Foshee. 

“Since coming into the Church, I have been 
aware of the ‘preference option for the 
poor’ that has been expressed by the 
Church, and especially by recent popes,” 
Father Foshee said. “Saint Vincent de 
Paul offers a tangible way for parishes to 
address this issue in their local commu-
nities.” 

Father Foshee added, “The Catholic 
Church in east-central Oklahoma is 
growing in its identity as mis-

sionary disciples, but has, to date, not had such 
a specific outlet for ministry as Saint Vincent De 
Paul. Since inviting the Vincentians to my parish-
es a few months ago, I already have witnessed a 
profound desire to meet the needs of our neigh-

bors with the Gospel of Christ as well as the orga-
nizational communion that Saint Vincent De Paul 
offers its members.” 

Lisa Schmidt works with the Saint Vincent de 
Paul chapter in Norman. 

“My biggest wish, of course, would be that 
organizations like ours weren’t necessary. My 
more realistic wish is that there was a better 
understanding and grounding at the individual 
and parish level in the Gospel values expressed 
in Catholic Social Teachings and the very clear 
message that we all are called to see the face 
of Christ in every human being, to see them 
as God sees them, and hope they see Christ in 
us.”

Schmidt added that she wished people knew 
that “most of the people we meet through SVdP 
are decent, hard-working people who just need 
a little help. More and more of our neighbors 
in need are ‘newly poor,’ and asking for help 
from strangers or applying for assistance is 
something they never, ever saw themselves 
doing, and it’s hard for them.”

SVdP volunteer Jim Ray summarized, “The 
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is about spir-
itual growth. It is the ‘works’ part of putting 
our faith into action and growing spiritually in 
the process.” 

For more information about the Society of Saint 
Vincent de Paul in the archdiocese, go online to 
svdpokc.org or contact Noreen Valadez at (405) 
706-7069, oklahomacitysvdp@gmail.com.  

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the Soon-
er Catholic.
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continued from page 1

For more information about the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul in the archdiocese, go online to svdpokc.org or contact Noreen Valadez at (405) 706-7069,   
oklahomacitysvdp@gmail.com. Photos provided.

“No work of charity is foreign to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul”
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Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School head soccer coach, 
Francois Boda, was named the 
Oklahoman’s All-City Head 
Coach of the Year. 

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School track athletes won 
the 5A state championships: Julia Richard, 400-meters; 
Sabrina Guzman, Ari Maxwell, Julia Richard, Presley Parker, 
4x400-meter relay; and Isabella Scherm, high jump. 
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The Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School boys golf team 
was named the 2020-2021 Class 5A State Academic Champi-
ons. 

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School students Ariel 
Santos, Margot Knudtson and Fabio Chirinos earned Superior 
ratings at the OSSAA State Solo and Ensemble Contest for 
violin. 

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School students 
competed in the Oklahoma Scholastic Media State 
Competition. The Chi Rhoan student newspaper re-
ceived Highest Honors, All-Oklahoma and Sweepstakes. 
Individual staff members received the following awards: 
Kampbell Kopera, first place, sports story; Kate Fletch-
er, first place, sports story; Emily McDougall, first 
place, critical review; and Luke Wienecke, first place, 
personality profile. 

Photos provided. 

The DanceVisions team from Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School competed at the Encore Dance Company Competition 
with Kate Schomas earning Ultra High Gold and the DanceVi-
sions team earning Ultra High Gold and first place overall.

The Spirit Team from 
Mount Saint Mary 
Catholic High School 

attended the National Cheer-
leaders Association Cheerlead-
ing Camp at Oklahoma State 
University. 

The team finished with the 
Herkie Award, given to one 
team at camp who is selected 
as the best all-around team. 
Senior cheerleader, Rebekah 
Cleary, was awarded the camp 
leadership award given to one 
senior at camp. 

The team also earned a bid to 
nationals.

MSM Senior Leadership 
Award Winner Rebekah 
Cleary with MSM Head 
Spirit Coach, Kailtin Hurst.

Mount St. Mary Catholic High School hosted an annual golf 
tournament on June 8 at the Jimmie Austin Golf Club in 
Norman. The tournament was sold out and featured course 
contests, lunch and dinner as well as a silent auction, draw-
ings and awards. Funds raised provide tuition assistance and 
other needs for the high school. The tournament was won by 
(left to right) Dalton Daniel, Joey Lewis, Eric Lewis and Drew 
Faires.

Catholic Ireland 
pilgrimage

Join Fr. James Goins, 
pastor of St. Thomas 
More Catholic Church, 
on a pilgrimage to Ireland 
Oct 4-14. Spend nine 
days taking in the beau-
ty of ancient monaster-
ies and churches along 
magnificent landscapes 
while connecting with the 
Lord. Included: Round 
trip airfare on American 
Airlines; breakfast and 
dinner; specially selected 
hotel accommodations; 
air-conditioned motor 
coach; full-time tour 
manager; departure tax 
and current fuel charge. 
Cost: $4,099 from Okla-
homa City. Visit unitours.
com/questions. Contact 
Christina Young, AA 
Travel, (405) 919-0785, 
christina@aa-travel.fun.

Pilgrimage to Holy Land
Join Fr. Daniel Grover 

and Fr. Carl Janocha on 
a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land for 10 days Nov. 
3-12. Visit Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, Jerusalem and 
Tiberius among oth-
er places where Jesus 
walked and prayed. Cost 
from OKC $4,249. Con-
tact Fr. Carl Janocha, St. 
Patrick Catholic Church, 
P.O. Box 628, Anadarko 
73005-0628, (405) 527-
5255, frcarlj@gmail.com.
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

What young people could most profit from 
hearing about marriage

Young people today experience 
various pressures and expecta-
tions that can make them anxious. 
In a recent essay, Professor Tim-
othy P. O’Malley, of Notre Dame’s 
McGrath Institute for Church 
Life, crisply describes some of the 
over-the-top pressures that grad-
uating college students are likely 
to encounter in commencement 
addresses:

“Notre Dame students are told 
that their degree is not exclu-
sively an accomplishment earned 
through the completion of cred-
it hours but a pledge to change 
the world. They are charged by 
a commencement speaker to go 
cure cancer, secure a spot on the 
U.S. Supreme Court, end political 
polarization and corruption, and 
renew communities on the mar-
gins through being a transforma-
tive teacher. … In other words, the 
bar of anxiety is raised. The future 
is presented to these students as 
a series of endless accomplish-
ments that they must complete 
to be judged as worthy by their 
alma mater. … No wonder stu-
dents get drunk and hook up on 
weekends to escape the impending 
and seemingly impossible respon-
sibility of changing the very arc of 
human history before they reach 
age 30.”

He notes that marriage and 
family life are seldom part of what 

commencement speakers at No-
tre Dame and other institutions 
of higher education propose to 
graduates. Students, he says, are 
“told, sometimes quite explicitly, 
to bracket out marriage and family 
life for the sake of their profession-
al careers. And when the mar-
riages and children of prominent 
commencement speakers are pub-
licly raised on the commencement 
platform, they are always consid-
ered a lesser accomplishment.”

Putting our human accomplish-
ments into proper perspective can 
be challenging. We can be tempt-
ed, like many commencement 
speakers, to invert the relative or-
der of their importance. In the face 
of unrelenting pressure to change 
the world, climb the career ladder, 
build a nest egg, acquire expen-
sive homes, and travel the globe, 
we can easily convince ourselves 
that marriage and children are a 
hindrance.  

But, as we approach the end of 
life, we often can see with greater 
clarity what matters most.  

I remember a chat I had with 
my father as he was declining in 
health. He had had a long career 
as an astrophysics professor at the 
University of Arizona. As we were 
talking about colleges, universities 
and the world of academia, I men-
tioned how impressive his profes-
sional accomplishments had been, 

not only in teaching and research, 
but also in authoring various no-
table books with titles like “Radio 
Galaxies,” “The Catastrophic Uni-
verse” and “Radio Astrophysics.” 

“Ah, the real achievement,” he 
retorted, “what really matters, that 
would be the children.” 

He underlined that the demand-
ing intellectual work and moun-
tains of scientific output were 
insignificant compared to what he 
deemed his “real accomplishment” 
— the gift of his family. After more 
than 50 years of marriage and 
raising five children, he signaled 
what authentic satisfaction and 
human fulfillment had come to 
look like for him.

The commitments we make and 
faithfully fulfill are a source of 
stability and strength, particular-
ly against the backdrop of life’s 
turbulence and uncertainty. While 
there are conflicts, boredom, trials, 
and other challenges, the conse-
quential adventure of marriage 
and family life offers a fulfilling 
pathway toward human flourish-
ing. 

O’Malley notes that this is a nar-
rative that young people are inter-
ested in: “They want to hear how 
to be happy, and they want this 
happiness not to be tied to their 
accomplishments.” They want to 
be able to say, “I cannot control 
every dimension of the future, but 

I can dwell with this person for 
the rest of my days. I can commit 
to a common project, to a hopeful 
future with this man or woman.” 
This is an important message for 
us to pass on to younger genera-
tions, especially as they commence 
post-university life. 

In a sense, marriage and raising 
a family are becoming revolution-
ary acts in today’s world. They 
declare something positive and 
hopeful about the future and push 
back against the fear and insecu-
rity that plague our human con-
dition. They ground us in some-
thing beyond the passing security 
of worldly accomplishments and 
challenge us to a higher and more 
enduring goal.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doctor-
al work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, Mass., 
and serves as the director of edu-
cation at The National Catholic Bio-
ethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
ncbcenter.org and fathertad.com.

Two Sisters of Provi-
dence of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, Ind., with ties to 
the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, are celebrating 
jubilees this year.

Sister Lucille Lechner is 
a native of Jasper, Ind. She 
is celebrating 70 years with 
the congregation this year.

Sister Lechner, formerly 
Sister Mary Louis, entered 
the congregation on Jan. 
9, 1951, from Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church in Jasper. She 
professed perpetual vows on 
Aug. 15, 1957. During her time 
in the archdiocese, she minis-
tered as a teacher at Corpus 
Christi Catholic School in Okla-
homa City from 1976 to 1978. 

Sister Mary Lou Ruck is a 
native of Evanston, Ill. She is 
celebrating 70 years with the 
congregation this year. Sister 
Ruck, formerly Sister Mary Lu-
cian, entered the congregation 

on Feb. 2, 1951, from Saint 
Francis Xavier Catholic Church 
in Wilmette, Ill. She professed 
perpetual vows on Aug. 15, 
1958. During her time in the 
archdiocese, she ministered 
as a teacher at Corpus Christi 
Catholic School in Oklahoma 
City from 1974 to 1977, and as 
a pastoral associate at Corpus 
Christi Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City from 1977 to 
1982.

Sisters of Providence 
celebrate jubilees

Sr. Mary Lou 
Ruck

Sr. Lucille 
Lechner

Days of Reflection - Fall 2021
September 25- “I Shall Return to My Father: How to Make a Good Confession”

Presenter- Fr. Boniface Copelin, OSB
Whats confession like to you? A mechanical laundry list? A list of excuses and mitigating circumstances? Or do you 

just not go? This series of talks is to help one approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation which is conducive to growth. 
Topics of include: examination of conscience, contrition and compunction.

October 23- “The Roman Rite Mass and the Language of Ritual”
Presenter- Fr. Thomas Boyer

With a close and detailed look at the gestures and words we use with the Sacred Liturgy of the Eucharist, 
we may more deeply appreciate the tradition and theology that our ritual gestures express and enrich our 

prayerful participation in the covenant that is celebrated.

November 20- “Hearken Continually: A Primer on Discernment of God’s Will”
Presenter- Dr. Alex Schmipf

This day of reflection will offer an introduction to the practice of discerning God’s will, a regular part of 
Christian discipleship. Special attention will be paid to the virtue of holy indifference, to key spiritual prac-
tices that aid in discernment, and to various ways of testing whether a proposed course of action conforms 

to the will of God.

Pre-registration is required. Please e-mail retreats@monksok.org, call (405) 878-5656 
or go to www.monksok.org (Click on “news and events” and “Days of Reflection” for on-
line pay). Make checks payable to St. Gregory’s Abbey and mail to 1900 W. MacArthur- 

Shawnee, OK 74804. Cost is $30 (pre-paid) or $35 (if paid at the door). 
Lunch is included. The day begins at 8:30 a.m. with Mass and ends after Adoration 

around 3 p.m. Masks are recommended but not required. Limited seating.
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Jobs Box
Archdiocesan Catholic school 
coordinators - OKC 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City has two coordinator position 
openings, formerly associate super-
intendent roles. The coordinator for 
Formation and Academic Renew-
al serves to advance the mission 
of the archdiocese and Catholic 
schools by developing, executing 
and supervising a plan for the con-
tinuous renewal of the intellectual 
formation of teachers and students. 
The coordinator for Operations 
provides staff support to the direc-
tor of Catholic education and in 
particular support to principals for 
the operational tasks of 19 Cath-
olic schools. These staff members 
will serve as lead-disciples for the 
Catholic education community. 
Catholics in good standing, with a 
strong desire to assist the Church 
in faithfully and responsibly com-
municating the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the mission, ministry 
and needs of the Catholic Church 
a must. Three to five years’ experi-
ence in teaching a must. Catholic 
school administrative experience 
preferred at either the building level 
and/or central office. Send resume 
to mmills@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center has 

an opening for a part-time admin-
istrative assistant in the Secretari-
at for Clergy, Consecrated Life and 
Vocations. Excellent computer and 
organizational skills a must. Bi-
lingual in Spanish preferred. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.  

Director of children’s 
evangelization - OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a director of Chil-
dren’s Evangelization and Disciple-
ship. The position is responsible for 
all aspects of parish catechesis and 
sacramental preparation, support-
ing parish catechetical programs 
offered throughout the archdio-
cese, including but not limited to 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 
family-based catechesis, and tra-
ditional models of religious edu-
cation. Catholic in good standing, 
possess a bachelor’s degree, and 
able to travel extensively through-
out the archdiocese. Bilingual in 
Spanish required. Submit resume 
to mmills@archokc.org.

Youth evangelization, summer 
camp coordinator - OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City has an opening for the coordi-
nator of youth evangelization and 
summer camp. The coordinator is 
a missionary disciple with a pas-
sion to evangelize young people. 
They will coordinate Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Summer Camp 
and ongoing evangelization efforts. 
This position is responsible for all 
logistics, staffing and programing 
at summer camp, designing stra-
tegic activities for the initial evan-
gelization and ongoing discipleship 
of young people, and assist in the 
mentoring of parish leaders. Cath-

olic in good standing, thorough un-
derstanding of evangelization and 
discipleship, experience leading 
youth programing and bachelor’s 
degree a must. Bilingual in Span-
ish is preferred. Submit resume to 
mmills@archokc.org.

Special events manager - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a special events manager to directs 
and oversee the primary fundrais-
ing events of Catholic Charities of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
Primary functions include event 
management, pre-and-post-event 
management, event solicitation, 
and in-kind donation solicitation. 
Bachelor’s Degree in public rela-
tions, communication, business 
or related field; 1-3 years of event 
management and fundraising ex-
perience; Bilingual in Spanish and 
English preferred; Experience with 
Greater Giving preferred; A combi-
nation of education and experience 
may be considered. Send resumes 
to Christi Jeffreys at cjeffreys@
ccaokc.org.

Case manager assistant II - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a case manager assistant II to 
provide administrative and clerical 
support for case management and 
agency services; and coordinate 
the handling of incoming phone 
calls, greet clients and guests, 
provide community resource infor-
mation or referrals, and complete 
agency-oriented tasks as assigned. 
High school graduation or G.E.D., 
Associate’s degree preferred; 
Fluency in Spanish and English 
required; A combination of educa-
tion and relevant experience may 
also be considered. Send cover 
letter and resume to Dave Ashton 
at dashton@ccaokc.org.

Organist/music director - Enid
St. Francis Xavier Catholic 

Church, a bilingual parish, is 
seeking a person of faith for a 
full-time position as organist and 
director of music. In working with 
the pastor and his associates, the 
music director should be famil-
iar with liturgical settings and 
seasons, and compliant within 
the ritual of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Duties include directing 
choirs, recruiting and training 
cantors and other musicians, and 
engaging the faithful into full and 
active participation in worship. 
E-mail resume to Fr. Mark Mason 
at stfrancisenid.com.

PreK-3 aide - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City seeks a 
full-time pre-school aide. Catho-
lic preferred, but a dedication to 
living a Christian lifestyle a must. 
Must be a problem solver, forward 
thinker, be able to take direction 
and fulfill duties. Aide also must 
be able to build rapport with staff 
and families. Send a resume and 
brief statement expressing interest 

to Principal Tim McFadden at  
principal@bjccs.org.

Teachers - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City is hiring the fol-
lowing positions for the 2021-2022 
school year: 5th grade teacher; 
music teacher part-time. Contact 
Tera Albert at (405) 634-5673 or 
principal@sacredheartokc.org.

Teachers - OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a certified 4th grade teacher 
and certified middle school teach-
ers for the 2021-2022 school year 
in the areas of math, science and 
possibly theology. E-mail cover let-
ter and resume to Principal Todd 
Gungoll at principal@scbokc.org.

Van driver - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a part-time van 
driver to transport students to and 
from work on assigned routes daily. 
Drivers also can drive for special 
school functions as requested. 
Some qualifications include val-
id driver’s license; ability to pass 
background check and a clean 
DMV record (five years); bilingual 
(English/Spanish) speaking a plus; 
ability and willingness to work 
a split-shift; experience and/or 
willingness to work with youth ages 
14-18. Send resume and a brief 
statement of interest to Ashton.
Smith@CristoReyOKC.org.

Director of evangelization and 
Christian formation - Lawton

Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church in Lawton is seeking a 
full-time director of evangelization 
and Christian formation to lead 
and organize efforts in evangeli-
zation, especially among children 
and youth. Experience in evange-
lization and catechetical leader-
ship preferred. Send resume to Fr. 
John Paul Lewis at frjohnpaul@
lawtoncatholic.com.

Teacher – El Reno
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

El Reno is accepting applications 
for full-time 6th grade teaching 
position for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Oklahoma state certification 
required. Send resume to Shannon 
Statton at principal@sacredheart-
elreno.com or call (405) 262-2284.

After-school care - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-

olic School in Edmond is seeking 
part-time employees for the af-
ter-school care program. Hours are 
3 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
during the school year. Contact 
Kailee Zehrung at (405) 348-5364 
or kzehrung@seasok.org.

Teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catho-

lic School in Edmond is accepting 
applications for teachers for the 
2021-2022 school year. Interest-
ed applicants should hold at least 
a bachelor’s degree in education 

with state teaching certification in 
the desired teaching area. Send 
resume, cover letter and copy of 
teaching certificate to Laura Cain, 
principal, at lcain@seasok.org or 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, P.O. Box 
510, Edmond 73083. Download 
teacher application at archokc.
org/careers. No phone calls.

Teachers - OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eu-

gene is accepting applications for 
the 2021-2022 school year in the 
following areas: Spanish and mu-
sic. Applicants should hold at least 
a bachelor’s degree in education 
with state certification. Send re-
sume, cover letter and application 
to Molly Goldsworthy, principal, at 
jobs@steugeneschool.org.  

IT specialist - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is seeking an IT specialist for the 
2021-2022 school year. Bachelor’s 
degree and IT experience required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
Amy Feighny, Christ the King 
Catholic School, 1905 Elmhurst 
Ave., OKC 73120 or afeighny@
ckschool.com. Download teacher 
application packet at archokc.org/
careers. 

Director of evangelization and 
Christian formation - OKC

St. Joseph Old Cathedral is seek-
ing a full-time director of evangeli-
zation and Christian formation to 
lead and organize efforts in evange-
lization, especially among families, 
youth and young adults. Deep com-
mitment to the life of a missionary 
disciple and a joyful willingness to 
take an active part in parish life a 
must. Experience in evangelization 
and catechetical leadership pre-
ferred. Contact Fr. Brian Buettner 
at frbrian@sjocokc.org.

Graphic designer 
The Oklahoma Catholic Men’s 

Conference seeks a graphic de-
signer to develop collateral materi-
al for their annual event. The ideal 
candidate has extensive experience 
with the Adobe Creative Suite and 
mastery of Illustrator, InDesign 
and Photoshop. Website experi-
ence using Squarespace is desired. 
Video and sound editing a plus. 
The ideal candidate is a practic-
ing Catholic. Time commitment is 
approximately 50 hours per year. 
Send resume or inquiries to   
rayhaefele@cox.net.

Chaplain II
Mercy is seeking a chaplain to 

provide pastoral services to pa-
tients, families and personnel. 
Qualifications include masters-lev-
el work in theology, ministry, di-
vinity or related field; two years of 
health care chaplaincy experience 
(may include CPE) and eligible for 
certification as Board of Certified 
Chaplain (BCC) or currently BCC. 
Visit careers.mercy.net.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.
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A simple proposition

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

Real Life Disciples

I have a line I use frequently with my chil-
dren, “You don’t have to get married to this 
idea, just have it over for a cup of coffee.” It’s 
always delivered with a smile, and sometimes 
even some laughter. Please imagine the con-
tents of this article delivered in that same con-
text. You may not agree with what I am saying, 
but please receive this as a simple proposition.

The past month or so has been rife with 
highly charged e-mails, text messages, social 
media posts, etc. The topics have ranged from 
Catholic schools to COVID protocols to the use 
of masks. But, in all the situations, the flurry 
of communication has had several common 
characteristics. Each has had a sliver of truth, 
but only a sliver. Unfortunately, all of them 
have been filled with misinformation, misun-
derstanding, and outright fabrication. The 
rumors have been mind-boggling, and at times 
even hurtful.

I do not want to speak to any particular com-
ment or post or text, but rather to the overall 
pattern, and especially to the complete con-
tradiction to discipleship that all this entails. 
Like I said, you may disagree with me. We can 
agree to disagree. But, the pattern that sadly 
has become the norm for our society needs 
to be addressed. As a Church, we need to be 
better than society. As a family, we need to 
rise above the frenzy of modern culture and 
the quick judgements you see in the news and 
daily posts.

I learned something a long time ago that 
always has helped me when I hear something 
that makes a heated emotion rise up in me. It’s 
called the three stages of a conflict: informa-
tion, perception, judgement. 

In every conflict, it’s helpful to step back and 
ask what is the “information” in this situa-
tion? Do I have it correct? Is it possible that I 
have misunderstood in any way? Or relied on 
a source that could be inaccurate? If there is 
even a remote chance, then it behooves me to 
confirm the information. If I have no way of 
confirming it, then I should do the responsible 
thing of not passing on the potential misinfor-
mation any further. That would be gossip or, 
worse, slander.

These stages can escalate in a matter of 
seconds for anyone, so knowing that they are 
distinct stages is incredibly helpful. Also being 
able to step back from what can happen in mil-
liseconds to analyze what the stages contain is 
immensely fruitful to relationships. Information 
leads to a perception. But, if the information is 
wrong, 100 percent of the time my perception 
of what really is going on will be wrong as well, 
and the judgement that follows can be even 
further in error.

I have used this process on a weekly, some-
times daily, basis within my own marriage and 
family life where conflicts happen frequently. I 
wish I could say I use the process consistently 
all the time; unfortunately, I don’t have that 
much discipline. But, when I do use it, it saves 
countless hours of conflict, fighting and drama. 
I can’t tell you how many times my wife and I, 
when we could step back from our emotions, 
have discovered we just had different “informa-
tion.” 

It’s amazing how quickly the emotion dissi-
pates when you learn that the other person is 
thinking something completely different than 
you thought. I wish I could have spoken to 
every person who wrote an e-mail, sent a text 
message, made a social media post or shared 
in a heated discussion with someone about all 
the things they were upset about the past sev-
eral weeks. I could have listened to what their 
“information” was, and said, “No, no . . . that’s 
actually not what’s going on at all. I’m not sure 
where you heard that. But, here is what actu-
ally is happening.” Imagine how much more 
peaceful the past several weeks could have 
been!

We don’t live in a perfect world, and there 
just isn’t enough time in any given day for 
all those kinds of conversations or e-mail 
exchanges. But, I would argue that in the 
Church, we should have a different standard 
– “benefit of the doubt.” If we want to see the 
Church continue to grow and thrive in these 
hard times, I truly believe we must come to a 
place where we are fundamentally committed 
to several key principles as lifelong disciples:

Trusting our leaders and giving them the 

benefit of 
the doubt 
when 
difficult 
decisions 
are being 
made. We 
don’t have 
all the in-
formation, 
and we don’t know what all they are having to 
weigh for every decision; 

We need to be praying for our leaders, inter-
ceding for them and for their discernment, and 
trusting that they are doing their best to make 
decisions that serve the common good, which 
may not always feel like the best good for me. 
That’s part of living in a family;

When we think a decision has been made or 
is going to be made that is wrong, or immor-
al, or even against our beliefs – we need to be 
slow, deliberate and carefully discerning. A 
great starting point to that discernment would 
be, “Am I positive that I have accurate informa-
tion?” If I can’t definitively validate and confirm 
that, then I must hold off reacting, and contin-
ue researching until I can. In the meantime, I 
can pray;

If I do discover that a wrong has been done, 
there is a proper way to engage in healthy 
and productive correction. Jesus gives a great 
model for this in Matthew 18. Posting to social 
media sites, e-mail or text groups, and talking 
with every person you know about what you 
think is wrong is not included in what he says.

We are living in a highly charged and divided 
culture these days. I think as disciples, one 
of the most important tasks we have is to not 
succumb to that culture. It’s something I say 
to my kids all the time, “Be a culture shifter!” 
Don’t get changed by the culture around you, 
but instead you change the culture by being 
different! It requires swimming upstream, 
but always remember, only a dead fish swims 
downstream. Jesus likens us to fish. If we want 
to be alive, be who we are, then swimming up-
stream is what we do!

Father Mark-Mary Ames, C.F.R., is a mem-
ber and priest of the Franciscan Friars of the 
Renewal. This order was founded in the Bronx, 
N.Y., in 1987. Probably the most famous mem-
ber of the order is the late Father Benedict 
Groeschel, C.F.R., who was a psychologist and 
spiritual writer. 

Father Ames uses his order’s way of life as 
the main example for his book, “Habits for 
Holiness: small steps for making big spiritu-
al progress.” If you ever wanted to live like a 
Franciscan without professing religious vows 
here is a way to do that. He also uses some of 
his life experiences as examples in the book to 
show how certain things can be done.

There is an introduction and nine chapters. 
It is a quick read without hardly any typos or 
errors. There are no illustrations. There are 
endnotes. Throughout the book there are sev-
eral boxes with questions for reflection if one 
wants to do that.

As a Benedictine monk, I found this book 
very interesting and inspiring. Although we 
Benedictines usually stay in one place unlike 
the Franciscans, what he wrote kind of con-
nected with my Benedic-
tine way of life. He de-
scribes how one can use 
the Franciscan model to 
live a “spiritual life” that 
will show how his order 
live their way of life. 

He encourages people if they want to have 
their family involved, they can gather for prayer 
at different times when it is convenient for 
them and their schedule. He encourages fam-
ilies to eat supper or dinner together without 
television or other electronic devices to distract 
from family time. He encourages people to look 
at the things they have and to get rid of the 
excess that they can give to the poor. 

They also can volunteer in helping at soup 
kitchens or other charities. He writes that 
there are many things in the world competing 
against a spiritual or moral life; like too much 
television, social media and commercialism. 

The world is trying to get you to buy things 
and own things to make you feel better about 
yourself, which turns out to not last very long 
because it is a big lie from the devil.

Ames encourages people to devote some 
quiet time to pray and just to be in God’s 

presence. He admits this is 
hard. I would not know how 
the Franciscans do that in 
the Bronx with all the noise 
that goes on in a large city. 
It is difficult for us Benedic-
tines who usually do not live 
in large cities to do that too. 
It is part of their charism.

This book is highly recom-
mended for those looking for a 

model for a Catholic spiritual life. Father Ames 
is a young man, and he has a great future in 
being a spiritual book author.

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
Shawnee, is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Book Review: “Habits for Holiness”
By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 

The Sooner Catholic



El profesor y filósofo mex-
icano Rodrigo Guerra, 
fundador del Centro de 

Investigación Social Avanzada, 
CISAV, fue nombrado por el Papa 
Francisco como Secretario de la 
Comisión Pontificia para América 
Latina (PCAL). Al conceder su pri-
mera entrevista tras su nombra-
miento, una serie de interrogantes 
le han sido planteadas por Aleteia

¿Quién es este laico que ocupará 
el más alto rango en la estructu-
ra de la jerarquía vaticana? ¿Qué 
podemos esperar con su arribo a 
Roma? ¿Cuál podrá ser su misión 
en esta Comisión que durante un 
par de décadas estuvo a cargo, 
hasta 2019, del uruguayo Guz-

mán Carriquiry? Sobre todo, ¿qué 
representa su llegada a Roma para 
la Iglesia de una región, América 
Latina y el Caribe, que agrupa a 
poco más del cuarenta por ciento 
de los católicos del mundo?

– El Papa Francisco te ha nom-
brado Secretario de la PCAL. De 
este modo, al parecer te con-
viertes en el laico con más alta 
posición dentro de la estructura 
de la Iglesia católica. ¿Qué sig-
nifica esto para ti?

Primero que nada, agradezco 
al Santo Padre la confianza que 
conlleva este nombramiento. De 
repente me descubro enormemente 
limitado pero lleno de confianza 
en que Jesús llama cuando quiere 
y cómo quiere al seguimiento y al 
servicio. Y el llamado no es a los 
mejores, sino muchas veces a los 
más frágiles, que habiendo tocado 

fondo, se confían a la misericordia 
divina.

En el Vaticano existen, en efecto, 
laicos que colaboran como subsec-
retarios y como asesores. Hasta 
donde sé, sólo Guzmán Carriquiry, 
mi querido amigo y predecesor, ha 
ocupado un puesto de Secretario. 
Es un honor poder trabajar donde 
él ha entregado su vida. Espero 
que la próxima reforma de la Curia 
romana permita que más laicos 
participen en este tipo de respons-
abilidades por el bien de la Iglesia.

– Para el trabajo que has real-
izado, la teología y la vida espir-
itual son indispensables. ¿Cómo 
describirías tu perfil en estos 
campos?

Mi formación teológica es total-
mente silvestre. Poco después de 
que me había convertido, hacia los 
17 años, a través de un grupo de 

queridos amigos, recibí una edu-
cación cristiana fuertemente vol-
untarista, que deforma gravemente 
la mente y el corazón. Agradezco a 
Dios que conocí a los padres José 
Pereda Crespo– fundador de los 
Siervos de Jesús – y a los padres 
Siervos de Jesús Ricardo Aldana y 
Andrés Balvanera. Este último, al 
terminar mi licenciatura en filo-
sofía en 1989, me regaló los siete 
volúmenes de “Gloria”, escritos por 
Hans Urs von Balthasar. Luego es-
tudié los libros “gordos” del jesuita 
Henri de Lubac.

Posteriormente, me incliné hacia 
la teología moral. Tomé clases con 
monseñor Caffarra, estudié con 
cuidado la controversia con la 
moral de situación. Hacia 1993, 
Rocco Buttiglione me invitó a 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Los Mandamientos de la Iglesia: 
apoyar la misión de la Iglesia

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Esta es la sexta y última columna de esta 
serie sobre los Mandamientos de la Iglesia. 
Como lo dije antes, estos preceptos son leyes 
propuestas por la Iglesia que “tienen por fin ga-
rantizar a los fieles el mínimo indispensable en 
el espíritu de oración y en el esfuerzo moral, en 
el crecimiento del amor de Dios y del prójimo” 
(CIC 2041).

Después de haber escrito sobre la importan-
cia de la Misa y los sacramentos, las discipli-
nas del ayuno y la abstinencia y otros temas, 
en columnas anteriores, hoy quiero escribir 
sobre la obligación de apoyar la misión 
de la Iglesia a través de sus muchas 
obras apostólicas. 

Durante sus viajes misioneros, San 
Pablo pedía a los cristianos de las 
comunidades que había fundado, que 
ayudaran a la madre Iglesia en Je-
rusalén. Evidentemente, habían surgido 
algunas necesidades en Jerusalén que 
hacían que San Pablo mencionara su 
situación de necesidad a otras Iglesias 
locales. 

Para ello, estableció una colecta e in-
vitó a todos a participar. “Cada cual dé 
según el dictamen de su corazón, no de 
mala gana ni forzado, pues: Dios ama al que da 
con alegría. Y poderoso es Dios para colmaros 
de toda gracia a fin de que, teniendo, siempre y 
en todo, todo lo necesario, tengáis aún sobran-
te para toda obra buena” (2 Cor 9,7-8). Dios es 
fuente de toda bendición y tenemos la obli-
gación de usar sus bendiciones para enriquec-
er a los demás sin empobrecernos a nosotros 
mismo haciéndolo (2 Cor 8,12-13). Como ad-
ministradores de los dones de Dios, la manera 
en que usamos los dones que nos ha brindado 
deben siempre dar mayor gloria a Él. 

Esta colecta por la Iglesia de Jerusalén era 
una oportunidad para que los cristianos pud-

ieran poner su fe en acción, y para demostrar 
de manera práctica la caridad que era la for-
taleza y el poder que los unía en su comunión 
con el único Cuerpo de Cristo. 

Nuestra comunión (vida compartida) en el 
Cuerpo de Cristo es la justificación teológica 
del quinto mandamiento de la Iglesia: “ayudar 
a la Iglesia en sus necesidades” (CIC 2043). De 
acuerdo con el Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, 
este mandamiento significa que los fieles tienen 
la obligación de colaborar en las necesidades 
materiales de la Iglesia, cada uno de acuerdo 

con su capacidad. Esto se logra no solo com-
partiendo los recursos económicos, sino tam-
bién siendo buenos administradores de nuestro 
tiempo y talento. 

El Código de Derecho Canónico es aún más 
explícito y nos ayuda a entender el contexto 
más amplio de este precepto. “Los fieles tienen 
el deber de ayudar a la Iglesia en sus necesi-
dades, de modo que disponga de lo necesario 
para el culto divino, las obras de apostolado 
y de caridad y el conveniente sustento de los 
ministros” (Canon 222). En otras palabras, los 
fieles tienen el deber de ayudar a que la Iglesia 
cumpla su misión. 

Vivimos nues-
tra fe y crecemos 
en santidad en 
comunión con los 
demás, a través 
de la influencia 
mediadora de la Iglesia, sus sacramentos y sus 
obras apostólicas. Aun cuando hemos recibido 
nuestra fe y esperanza de salvación a través de 
nuestra pertenencia a la Iglesia, tenemos la ob-
ligación de participar activamente en la promo-
ción de la misión de la Iglesia. Lo hacemos, al 

menos en parte, a través de nuestro apoyo 
material y económico a la Iglesia, incluy-
endo nuestro apoyo a nuestras parroquias, 
nuestra arquidiócesis y otras obras apos-
tólicas, tales como caridades católicas y 
muchas más. Esto es parte de la significa 
ser un discípulo, de lo que significa re-
sponder totalmente al llamado de Cristo. 
Promover la misión de la evangelización, es 
decir, la llamada a “ir y hacer discípulos”. 

Cristo ama a la Iglesia como el novio 
ama a su novia. La amó hasta el punto de 
dar su vida por ella (Ef 5,25). Hemos reci-
bido el Espíritu de Cristo y por medio de 

una conversión continua nos vamos gradual-
mente haciendo del mismo pensar que Cristo. 
Al hacerlo, compartimos sus preocupaciones, 
valores, gozos y tristezas. Al tiempo que cre-
cemos en el amor a Cristo por una comunión 
más profunda en su Espíritu, necesariamente 
crecemos también en amor a su Iglesia. La con-
versión continua nos lleva a un deseo más pro-
fundo de compartir generosamente de nosotros 
mismos y de nuestros recursos con Cristo y 
apoyar activamente la misión de su Iglesia. El 
quinto mandamiento de la Iglesia nos recuerda 
de la obligación de vivir en caridad y justicia.

Dios es fuente de toda bendición 
y tenemos la obligación de usar 
sus bendiciones para enriquecer 
a los demás sin empobrecernos a 
nosotros mismo haciéndolo.

”

“

Un laico mexicano al servicio del Papa Francisco y de América Latina
Entrevista al filósofo Rodrigo Guerra, recién nombrado Secretario 

de la Comisión Pontificia para América Latina (PCAL)

By Jaime Septién 
Aleteia

continúa en la página 13
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Días de Quo Vadis 
El retiro de discernimiento para hombres será del 

1 al 4 de agosto en el campamento juvenil católico 
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe en Wellston. Ob-
tenga más información en okcvocations.com.

Retiro madre-hija
La Oficina Arquidiocesana de Matrimonio y Vida 

Familiar organizará un almuerzo para madre-hija, 
del 9 a.m. hasta mediodía, el 7 de agosto, 2021, en 
el Centro Pastoral Católico, 7501 NW Expressway, 
en Oklahoma City. Habrá una charla sobre, ser 
maravillosamente hecho a imagen y semejanza de 
Dios, una visión general de los ciclos de fertilidad, 
una introducción a la Teología del Cuerpo, tiempo 
para preguntas y repuestas, oración y una comida. 
El evento es bilingüe en inglés y español. Recomen-
dar mayores de 12 años. Los médicos ayudarán a 
responder preguntas y enseñar la belleza y la cien-
cia de los cuerpos. Regístrese en archokc.org/ 
mother-daughter-brunch.

Rostros del Santuario:
La construcción del Santuario del 

Beato Stanley Rother en la ciudad de 
Oklahoma está siendo supervisada por 
el gerente de construcción de la empre-
sa The Boldt Company. El Gerente de 
Proyecto Tyler Boldt y su equipo han 
hecho contribuciones significativas al 
santuario mientras que trabajan en es-
trecha colaboración con la Arquidiócesis 
de Oklahoma City. A principios de este 
año, la Asociación de Contratistas Gene-
rales de Oklahoma honró a Tyler Boldt 
como “Gerente de Proyectos del Año”.

Para obtener más información sobre el 
santuario o ver una cámara web en vivo, 
visite rothershrine.org. Para ayudar a 
asegurar el futuro del santuario, visite 
give.rothershrine.org

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

continuado de la página 12

estudiar con atención a Gustavo 
Gutiérrez y al jesuita Juan Carlos 
Scannone. A ambos los conocería 
personalmente años después. En 
espiritualidad creo que lo más 
decisivo ha sido mi encuentro con 
la Liturgia de las Horas, con la 
Fraternidad de Comunión y Lib-
eración, con las obras de Slawomir 
Biela, con los Ejercicios ignacianos 
y con el mensaje que la Virgen 
de Guadalupe le comparte a San 
Juan Diego.

– Hace algunos años, re-
spondiste públicamente las 
dudas (“dubia”) que cuatro 
cardenales presentaron ante 
la publicación de la Exhort-
ación “Amoris laetitia”. La 
controversia en torno al 
Magisterio del Papa Francis-
co no ha cesado. ¿Qué has 
aprendido de todo lo que ha 
sucedido?

Para mí fue muy dolorosa 
la controversia en torno a 
“Amoris laetitia”. Mi querido 
maestro, el cardenal Caffar-
ra, se molestó mucho cuando 
supo que yo había publicado 
una respuesta teológico-filosó-
fica a sus cuestionamientos. 
Gracias a Dios, Rocco Buttigli-
one, monseñor Víctor Manuel 
Fernández, el cardenal Schön-
born y tu servidor escribimos 
ensayos que en su conjunto 
resultan sinérgicos y complemen-
tarios.

Creo que el principal aprendizaje 
de este asunto fue precisamente 
que debajo de una aparente dis-
cusión doctrinal, en realidad, la 
cuestión de fondo, es un asunto 
de fe. El ministerio del Sucesor de 
Pedro es un misterio que rebasa 
por mucho quién es el hombre 
elegido. El Papa, sea quien sea, 
realmente es Pastor Universal de 
la Iglesia y signo permanente de 
unidad eclesial, como nos enseña 
el Catecismo.

Si de manera tácita o explíci-
ta ponemos en cuestión su pa-
pel, rápidamente el subjetivismo 
gnóstico nos devora, aunque 
maquillemos los discursos con 

la palabra “Tradición”, con una 
lectura parcial y tendenciosa de 
las obras de Benedicto XVI o con 
apelaciones fragmentarias al Mag-
isterio preconciliar. Esta lección, a 
mi parecer, aplica en tantas otras 
cosas que han sucedido: el sínodo 
panamazónico, Laudato si´, o el 
muy reciente documento “Traditio-
nis custodes”. Con ropaje doctri-
nal, muchas veces se ocultan en lo 
profundo, actitudes del corazón y 
vanidades sutiles y no tan sutiles.

– ¿Qué podemos esperar de la 

relación entre PCAL, CELAM y 
Confederación Latinoamericana 
de Religiosos (CLAR) con tu lle-
gada como Secretario?

El Papa Francisco busca que 
vivamos en la Iglesia bajo el esque-
ma de “pirámide invertida” y den-
tro de una dinámica de verdadera 
sinodalidad. Estas no son meras 
palabras ni ocurrencias. Son una 
forma pedagógica y metodológica 
de afirmar la importancia de vivir 
al estilo de Jesús, las diferentes 
responsabilidades eclesiales. La 
sinodalidad es una dimensión con-
stitutiva de la Iglesia que es preci-
so recuperar con radicalidad. To-
dos somos convocados por Jesús 
a caminar juntos, desde nuestra 
particular vocación y ministerio.

La PCAL, con la guía del Santo 
Padre y del cardenal Marc Ouel-
let, más que nunca debe ser un 
espacio de servicio y no un estor-
bo. Hubo épocas, hace muchos, 
muchos años, en que la PCAL fue 
un dolor de cabeza para el CEL-
AM y para la CLAR. Hoy todos 
tenemos que aprender una nueva 
actitud de servicio samaritano. La 
PCAL debe ser “diakonía” antes 
que burocracia, debe ser puente y 
no muro, debe ser una forma en 
que los obispos, los consagrados 

y los fieles laicos han de poder en-
contrarse realmente y a profundi-
dad, con la mente y el corazón del 
Santo Padre. Así mismo, tiene que 
ser un lugar en que la pluriforme 
vida de la Iglesia latinoamericana 
y caribeña, debe poder hallar 
expresión, abrazo cercano y comp-
rensión sincera.

– Para la Iglesia en México, tu 
nombramiento debe ser motivo 
de gran alegría y orgullo. Nunca 
antes un laico mexicano había 
sido nombrado para un puesto 
similar. ¿Qué te llevas de tu ex-
periencia con los obispos mexi-
canos?

A través de los años he vivido 
cosas muy diversas al trabajar 
cerca de la Conferencia del Episco-

pado Mexicano. Hubieron épocas, 
en torno al año 2000, de graves 
difamaciones y calumnias. El tiem-
po ayuda a serenar los ánimos y a 
que las cosas encuentren su lugar. 
Me llevo ante todo un profundo 
sentimiento de agradecimiento al 
cardenal Carlos Aguiar, quien ha 
sido un amigo entrañable duran-
te más de veinte años y aún en 
momentos de dura prueba y dolor; 
pienso de inmediato en monseñor 
Christophe Pierre, un verdadero 
maestro de prudencia pastoral 

y diplomacia evangélica; en 
monseñor Alfonso Cortés, 
obispo inteligente y bueno 
siempre preocupado por la ed-
ucación; en monseñor Faus-
tino Armendáriz, que ayudó 
a salvar al CISAV en momen-
tos de crisis; y en monseñor 
Fidencio López que desde que 
era mi párroco me mostró que 
la misericordia es camino. 
Pienso en monseñor Rogelio 
Cabrera y en el cardenal Ro-
bles, que confiaron en CISAV 
aún en escenarios delicados. 
Recuerdo a algunos que ya se 
fueron: Don Sam (don Samuel 
Ruíz), Don Arturo Lona, Don 
Sergio Obeso, el Padre-obispo 
Talavera, Don Jacinto Guerre-
ro y monseñor Chávez Joya.

Pero a quien más me llevo 
en el corazón es a monseñor 

Mario de Gasperín, maestro, 
pastor y amigo que con enorme 
paciencia ha acompañado todo 
tipo de proyectos y trabajos en los 
que me he visto involucrado en los 
últimos 24 años. Su paternidad 
me ha educado en la verdad y en 
la caridad, en el discernimiento 
y en la acción, en la oración y en 
el estudio. Gracias a él he cono-
cido a buenos amigos, como tú, 
Jaime Septién. A él le debemos 
tantas cosas, que sería muy largo 
enumerarlas. Dios le de una larga 
vida. Tal vez tú, un día, puedas es-
cribirlas para que otros descubran 
cómo un buen sacerdote puede 
dar fruto siempre, aún sembrando 
en terrenos pedregosos, como tú y 
como yo.

Rodrigo Guerra. Photo Aleteia. 
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Briefs

8-week study on Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation

THURSDAY NIGHTS
July 1 (intro) - Aug 26, 2021

7-8 p.m.  |  open to all
taught by David Harrison

Live and virtual
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88424586211?pwd=SGNwbVRjK29GenA2MTJKY2ExbTdKdz09

Passcode: 533447

Summer series 
I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. John 14:6

For more information:
Sr. Maria of the Trinity 
405.778.1107
srmaria@gospeloflifedisciples.org
GospelofLifeDisciples.org 

“Rejoice and Be Glad!”
Gaudete et Exsultate

St. John Paul II Dwelling
4113 S. Eastern Avenue
Moore, OK 73160
405-378-2436

Friday, September 3–Monday, September 6, 2021

Catholic Pastoral Center

7501 Northwest Expressway, �KC

Domestic Church

Evangelization Retreat

(Labor Day Weekend)

A retreat for sacramentally married couples

to begin, or deepen, their spiritual lives together.

Questions? Contact Alex Schimpf

405-709-2755 or aschimpf@archokc.org

Register online: archokc.org/dc

Cost: $350 per couple (includes lodging, all meals)

-Scholarships Available-

Be Light
M A R R I A G E  E N R I C H M E N T  C O U P L E S  R E T R E A T

When?

What?

R E G I S T E R  O N L I N E

Featured Presenters: 
Ryan & Mary Rose Verret

Where?

Saturday, November 6, 2021
9:00 am - 3:00 pm                                                                                   
Cost $50 per couple                                                                                            
Lunch Provided

St. Monica Catholic Church, in the Parish Hall
2001 N. Western Ave., Edmond, OK 73012                                  
 

Contact Dr. Alexander Schimpf at aschimpf@archokc.org or 405-709-2755

One-day marriage enrichment retreat on forming 
evangelizing spouses with Ryan and Mary Rose Verret 
sponsored by the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

 
RETREAT FOR MARRIED COUPLES

archokc.org/marriageretreat

Please contact organizers before 
attending. Find more briefs at archokc.
org/briefs. 

Shrine webcam
Watch construction of the 

Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine on 
a live webcam at archokc.org/
shrinewebcam.

Watch Heritage Gallery episodes 
on Bl. Stanley Rother 

The Communications Office of 
the archdiocese has produced a 
series of short videos to highlight 
items in the Heritage Gallery re-
lated to Bl. Stanley Rother. Watch 
each episode on YouTube or Face-
book. Find Episode 1 at https://
youtu.be/0HX1iDrM8zg. To sup-
port the building of a museum at 
the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine, go 
online to stanleyrother.org.

GOLD summer series
The Gospel of Life Disciples 

presents “Rejoice and Be Glad,” an 
eight-week study on Pope Francis’ 
Apostolic Exhortation 7 p.m. – 8 
p.m. on Thursday nights July 1 
– Aug. 26 at the St. John Paul II 
Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern Ave. in 
Moore and virtual. Sessions taught 
by David Harrison. Call (405) 778-
1107. Visit gospeloflifedisciples.org. 

Introduction to the Apostles 
Creed

The Gospel of Life Disciples pres-
ents Introduction to the Apostles 
Creed: Refreshing Our Catholic 
Faith 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. on Monday 
evenings at the St. John Paul II 
Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern Ave. in 
Moore. The 12 sessions taught by 
Ken Pedigo began June 14. Visit 
gospeloflifedisciples.org. 

Fiat women’s retreat
Single women ages 18-30 who 

are seeking to do God’s will are 

invited to attend a Fiat Ministries 
Discernment Retreat Aug. 5-7 at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp. Religious sisters 
from various religious orders as-
sist at the retreat by giving talks, 
leading small groups, giving their 
testimonies, and providing a joyful 
witness of what it means to be a 
consecrated religious sister. Cost 
$25; includes meals, lodging and 
materials. Register by Aug. 1 at 
fiatministries.org.

ACP luncheon
The next Assembly of Catholic 

Professionals luncheon is 11 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. Aug. 5 at the Petroleum 
Club, 100 N. Broadway Ave. in 
Oklahoma City. The guest speaker 
is Bishop David Konderla, Diocese 
of Tulsa. Visit archokc.org/acp or 
call (405) 709-2745.

Scriptural Rosary for vocations
Beginning Aug. 6, the Serra 

Club of Oklahoma City will have 
a Scriptural Rosary for vocations 
in conjunction with first Friday 
activities at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. The schedule is: 10:45 
a.m. - Scriptural Rosary; 11:30 
a.m. daily Mass; and Noon – 3 
p.m. Adoration in the chapel. 

Luncheons for Life
Luncheons 4 Life is 11:30 a.m. 

Aug. 12 at Will Rogers Theater, 
4322 N. Western Ave. in Oklahoma 
City. The guest speaker is Janine 
Marrone, founder of Luncheons 4 
Life. RSVP at luncheons4life.com/
oklahoma-city.

Mother-daughter retreat
The archdiocesan Marriage 

and Family Life Office will host a 
mother-daughter brunch 9 a.m. 
– 12:30 p.m. Aug. 7 at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma 
City. There will be a talk on being 
wonderfully made in the image 

and likeness of God, an overview 
of fertility cycles, an introduction 
to Theology of the Body, Q and A, 
prayer and a meal. The event is 
bilingual in English and Spanish. 
Recommend age 12 and older. 
Doctors will help answer questions 
and teach the beauty and science 
of bodies. Register at archokc.org/
mother-daughter-brunch.

Archbishop’s Dinner
Join Archbishop Coakley and 

the board of directors of the Cath-
olic Foundation of Oklahoma for 
the 2021 Archbishop’s Dinner at 
6:30 p.m. Aug. 10 at the Omni Ho-
tel, 100 W. Oklahoma City Blvd. 
in Oklahoma City. The dinner 
supports the St. John Vianney 
Endowment, which helps semi-
narians who are studying to be 
priests. Visit cfook.org or call (405) 
721-4115.

Bingo
The Knights of Columbus Fam-

ily Bingo at St. James Catholic 
Church, 4201 S. McKinley in 
Oklahoma City, will begin Aug. 
26. A mask is required for anyone 
who is unvaccinated. All games 
$10, with all door prizes furnished 
by the Knights. Food reasonably 
priced served at 5:45 p.m., Bin-
go 6:30 p.m. All players receive a 
raffle ticket for 58” TV to be given 
away in October. August birthdays 
will be recognized.  

Retrouvaille
There will be a Retrouvaille 

weekend Aug. 27-29 at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway in Oklahoma 
City. Retrouvaille helps couples 
through difficult times in their 
marriages. It is designed to pro-
vide tools to help get marriages 
back on track. For more infor-
mation and registration, visit  
helpourmarriage.org.

Domestic Church Evangelization 
Retreat

A Domestic Church Evange-
lization Retreat will take place 
Sept. 3-6 (Labor Day weekend) 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in Oklahoma City. Cost is $350, 
which includes lodging and meals. 
Scholarships are available. Con-
tact Alex Schimpf, (405) 709-2755; 
aschimpf@archokc.org. Register at 
archokc.org/dc. 

Anniversary celebration
Everyone is invited to the 

50th anniversary celebration at 
St. Gregory the Great Catholic 
Church in Enid during Labor Day 
weekend, Sept. 4-5.

Luncheons for Life
Luncheons 4 Life is 11:30 a.m. 

Sept. 9 at Will Rogers Theater, 
4322 N. Western Ave. in Okla-
homa City. The guest speaker is 
Steve Karlen, 40 Days for Life. 
RSVP at luncheons4life.com/ 
oklahoma-city.

40 Days for Life rally
Steve Karlen, director of 40 Days 

for Life campaigns in North Amer-
ica will be visiting Sept. 10 at the 
Oklahoma City vigil location, 1240 
S.W. 44, and possibly the Norman 
and Edmond vigil locations. De-
tails will be announced soon.  

Life of the Party Gala
The Willow Pregnancy Support 

annual Life of the Party Gala 
is Sept. 18 at the Omni Hotel, 
100 West Oklahoma City Blvd. 
in Oklahoma City. Visit   
willowpregnancy.org. 

40 Days for Life
The 40 Days for Life Fall cam-

paign is Sept. 22 – Oct. 31. Visit 
40daysforlife.com to sign up to 
pray in Oklahoma City, Edmond or 
Norman. 
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August 

1     Eighteenth Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

1     Quo Vadis Days: Men’s 
       Discernment Retreat, Aug.    
       1-4, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
       Catholic Youth Camp. Visit 
       okcvocations.com.

1     St. Francis of Assisi Secular 
       Franciscan Fraternity of 
       Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
       - 4 p.m. via Zoom. Contact 
       (316) 558-0422, billfull@cox.
       net.

1     Meeting of the Third Order 
       (Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
       p.m., St. Monica, Edmond (St. 
       Ambrose Building) in Rm. 
       105, for any Catholic 
       layperson drawn to religious 
       life. Call John or Mary Mc
       Clernon, (405) 313-6611, 
       (405) 414-9407.

1     Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
       Norman. Contact Connie 
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com.

2     Feast of St. Eusebius of 
       Vercelli.

2     Feast of St. Peter Julian 
       Eymard.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.

Troy Snow 
MDRT  

918-798-0012 
troy.snow@kofc.org 
Councils: 775, 1677,  

7392, 10388, 11194, 11633, 
11959, 13313, 15834

Kevin Pierce 
Regional Agency Executive Consultant 

General Agent 
SKC 

Office: 877-707-0752 
Cell: 405-514-7660 

kevin.pierce@kofc.org 
Councils: 1038, 1044, 1533, 1537,  
2974, 3113, 3309, 9334, 13366

Trey Welker 
Assistant General Agent 

MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
MDRT 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 1018, 3556, 4598, 
5160, 5354, 9901, 12108, 

16048, 16214

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606, 
9668, 9737, 13828, 17383

Lance Dufour 
MDRT  

918-550-0886 
lance.dufour@kofc.org 

Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 
4519, 4804, 7395, 8433, 

11734, 14220, 14248, 
14448, 15785, 17559

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
MDRT  

405-697-8820 
michael.maggio@kofc.org 
Councils: 916, 949, 1053, 
 1903, 3336, 4026, 4042,  
5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
MDRT  

405-570-2179 
max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

This could be you! 
Career opportunities 

available. 

Michael Dalby 
MDRT  

405-638-1274 
michael.dalby@kofc.org 

Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 
4889, 5168, 8523, 9900, 

11648, 11909, 12819,  
12382, 16367

Pierce Agency

Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018,  
2019 and 2020.

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

For over 138 years, our insurance program has helped  
generations of Catholic families find stability and security.
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4      Feast of St. John Vianney.

5      The Dedication of the Basilica 
        of St. Mary Major.

5      Fiat women’s retreat, Aug. 
        5-7, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
        Catholic Youth Camp. Visit 
        fiatministries.org.

5      Assembly of Catholic 
        Professionals luncheon, 11 
        a.m. - 1 p.m., Petroleum 
        Club, 100 N. Broadway Ave., 
        OKC.

5      Charismatic Catholic prayer 
        meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
        Pastoral Center. Contact 
        Elaine, (405) 314-5345, 
        ccrprayers@gmail.com.

6      The Transfiguration of the 
        Lord.

6      Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
        a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
        Norman. Contact Connie 
        Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
        lang@gmail.com.   

6      First Friday Adoration, Noon 
        - 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 
        Center, 7501 Northwest 
        Expressway, OKC.

6      First Friday Sacred Heart 
        Mass at the Catholic Pastoral 
        Center. Exposition of the 
        Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
        reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 

        Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
        (405) 528-6252.

7     Feast of St. Cajetan.

7     Feast of St. Sixlus II and 
       Companions.

7     Mother-daughter brunch, 9 
       a.m. – Noon, Catholic Pastoral 
       Center, OKC.

7     Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
       the lay order of the Mission-
       aries of Charity of St. Teresa 
       of Calcutta, meeting, 10 a.m.  
       at Holy Innocents’ confer-
       ence room. Any lay person 
       interested in living a conse-
       crated life is welcome. Contact 
       Toni Harrelson, (405) 694-
       1292, (405) 341-2199 or 
       tonimah@sbcglobal.net.

8     Nineteenth Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

8     Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
       Norman. Contact Connie 
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com. 

9     Feast of St. Teresa Benedicta 
       of the Cross.

10   Feast of St. Lawrence.

10   Archbishop’s dinner for 
       seminarian education, 6:30 
       p.m., Omni Hotel, 100 W. 

       Oklahoma City Blvd., OKC. 
       Visit cfook.org.

11   Feast of St. Clare.

11   Catholic War Veterans USA 
       the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
       No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., 
       Sunnylane Family Reception 
       Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
       City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
       OklaPost168@cox.net.

12   Feast of St. Jane Frances de 
       Chantal.

12   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact 
       Elaine, (405) 314-5345, 
       ccrprayers@gmail.com.

13   Feast of Sts. Pontian and 
       Hippolytus.

13   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
       a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
       Norman. Contact Connie 
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com.   

14   Feast of St. Maximilian Kolbe.

14   Benedictine Oblates 
       meeting, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. via 
       Zoom. For people who seek 
       to live more completely; what 
       it means to be a Christian. 
       Contact Judith Martin, (405) 
       635-5665, jmmartinosb@
       yahoo.com.
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Photo Safe Haven Baby Boxes

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and sup-
ported by the Catholic Conference of Oklaho-
ma. Once installed, these baby boxes will be 
similar to boxes in other states. 

Baby boxes are designed to work in con-
junction with Oklahoma’s current Safe Ha-
ven law as an incentive for mothers in crisis 
to safely relinquish their babies to designat-
ed locations where the babies are protected 
and provided with medical care until a per-
manent home is found. 

Safe Haven laws generally allow the par-
ent, or an agent of the parent, to remain 
anonymous and to be shielded from criminal 
liability and prosecution for child endanger-
ment, abandonment or neglect in exchange 
for surrendering the baby to a safe haven.

Installed in an exterior wall of a designat-
ed fire station or hospital, these high-tech 
boxes have an exterior door that automat-
ically locks upon placement of a newborn, 
triggering a silent alarm, and alerting trained 
medical personnel to secure the surrendered 
newborn from inside the designated building. 

The Safe Haven Baby Box organization, a 
nonprofit based out of Indiana, staffs a 24-
hour hotline (866-99BABY1) to give women 
the opportunity to talk to a trained profes-
sional as they consider safely surrendering 
their baby. 

Since the first baby box was installed in 
2016, 113 babies have been surrendered: 
11 inside the boxes, two at a fire station and 
100 surrenders resulting from calls to the 
Safe Haven Baby Box national hotline. 

The bill increased relinquishment rights of 
women from the first seven days after giving 
birth, to the first 30. 

Patrick Raglow, executive director of Cath-
olic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City, said overall, even if a small num-
ber, baby boxes recognize that some women 
feel overwhelmed by their situation as new 
moms. 

As a result, children are abandoned ev-
ery year, some in parking garages, airport 

restrooms, dumpsters and worse, Raglow 
explained. 

“The Baby Box gives these moms who are 
under stress an ability to surrender their 
child lovingly, knowing there will be no ques-
tions asked and the child will be joined with 
an adoptive family who has been praying for 
just such an opportunity; to love this little 
child into family and life and opportunity,” 
Raglow said. “It turns tragedy to opportunity, 
abandonment to life-giving surrender.”

Monica Palmer, senior director of Licensed 
Services, which oversees counseling and 
adoption services for Catholic Charities, 
said reports of infant abandonment and 
death of infants from abandonment continue 
throughout the United States. 

“Only 10 states in the country have a baby 
box allowance,” Palmer said. “The additional 
allowance now in place here in Oklahoma for 
a mother experiencing a crisis pregnancy to 
surrender her infant in a baby box, and with 
anonymity, can prove to be a game changer.”

Palmer said women who are unable to raise 
and care for their child are often harshly 
judged by others. In an effort to broaden the 
window of protection for women, the new law 
expanded the umbrella of legal protection for 
women from the first seven days of life to the 
first 30.  

“The stigma associated with surrendering 
a child that a parent experiences alongside 
fear of prosecution are common due to lack 
of understanding by the general public,” 
Palmer said. “Keep in mind that the baby 
box option is hopefully the last option rath-
er than a parent’s first option as we would 
like to see the birthparent receive supportive 
counseling and assistance both for her rights 
and her and the baby’s overall health.” 

Advocates for the law argued that without 
the law for baby boxes, a face-to-face sur-
render forces the birthmother to answer to 
“someone,” ultimately deepening the often-
times present feelings of guilt and shame 
around her decision – a decision Palmer said 

often is burdened with heavy and complex 
layers of financial, emotional and relational 
stressors.  

“Mothers in crisis pregnancies deserve ano-
nymity and protection under the law as their 
courageous decision to carry an infant to 
term is to preserve a life,” she said.

Brett Farley, executive director of the Cath-
olic Conference of Oklahoma, said they expe-
rienced overwhelming bipartisan support for 
the measure. Farley said this is a “win-win” 
for both sides and a “huge opportunity” to 
reiterate that the pro-life movement does not 
stop with the birth of a child, but supports 
and encourages the woman and child after 
birth by providing opportunities for women 
in education, transportation, health care and 
in every area where a person needs support. 

“We are encouraging life in every respect,” 
Farley said. 

Aimee Ryan, LCSW, director of social work 
and the adoption coordinator for Catholic 
Charities, said extending the length of legal 
protection for women is important, citing 
postpartum depression and lack of support, 
among other factors, that cause women to 
relinquish. 

Ryan said the installation of baby boxes 
provides an additional resource for women, 
some of whom may be panicking due to a 
lack of diapers, car seat or other material 
need. The hotline can be a lifeline for wom-
en who desire to keep their child but need a 
little help. 

“If helping a mom get a car seat means the 
baby is taken care of and the mom is happy, 
we have done our job,” Ryan said. “If she still 
needs to place her baby for adoption, we also 
help her with that.”

For more information, contact Monica 
Palmer at (405) 532-3000.

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

“Baby Box” bill provides hope, help for women, babies


