
OKLAHOMA CITY 
– The chilly 
morning air blew 
through the crowd 
as they huddled 

at the bottom of the north steps 
of the Oklahoma State Capitol. 
More than 500 people gathered 
for the inaugural Oklahoma 
March for Life on Jan. 22.

“We’ve been involved with 
life issues for so many years 
and I felt that we needed to be 
out here and stand up for life,” 
said Dale Dirkschneider as he 
clutched a poster he made with 
pictures of his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. The 
poster read, “Your baby is made 
in the image and likeness of 
God.”

Dirkschneider was there with 

his wife, Stella. She said they 
watched the national March for 
Life on television the day before, 
and always support pro-life 
causes. They are parishioners at 
Saint Charles Borromeo Catho-
lic Church in Oklahoma City. 

Gunner Fullbright attended 
the Oklahoma March for Life 
with his wife, Olivia Fullbright, 
who cradled their 3-month-old 
daughter Rosalyn. They drove 
from Stillwater and are Naza-
rene.

“We just want to increase the 
numbers so that people know 
that there are a lot of people out 
here who care and want to make 
a difference,” Olivia Fullbright 
said. “I think a lot of people 
think that they’re alone in their 
feelings. They don’t realize 
there’s a lot of people who care.” 

Jillian and Sean Chapman, 
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Go Make Disciples

Hundreds gather for first 
Oklahoma March for Life

Hundreds of people attended the inaugural Oklahoma March for Life on Jan. 22 at the Oklahoma State Capitol. 
Photo Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

By Dana Attocknie 
The Sooner Catholic

Patrick Raglow, executive director of  
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, and Bishop David 
Konderla, Diocese of Tulsa. Photo Avery 
Holt/Sooner Catholic.

Stella and Dale Dirkschneider. Photo 
Dana Attocknie/Sooner Catholic.

n archokc.org/
respectlife
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For all Christian church-
es and faith communities. 
May they continue to show 
one another extraordinary 
kindness in guiding them to-
ward reconciliation and unity 
in Christ. We pray to the 
Lord. Lord hear our prayer.

a The next Retrouvaille 
weekend is May 6-8. Retrou-
vaille is a Catholic ministry 
to heal hurting marriages. 
Contact (405) 443-3541, 
2034@retrouvaille.org or visit 
helpourmarriage.org.

aCatholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City present the Green Tie 
Gala at 6 p.m. March 5 at the 
National Cowboy and West-
ern Heritage Museum, 1700 
N.E. 63 in Oklahoma City. 
The gala benefits the Sanc-
tuary Women’s Development 
Centers in Stockyards City 
and Norman. Visit   
greentiegala.org.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

It has been nearly 20 years since the spot-
light of media attention made us all too 
aware of human frailty, sinfulness and even 
criminal behavior within our beloved Cath-
olic Church and its institutions. Human 
sinfulness, of course, has been with us since 
the beginning. But, the more recent scan-
dal of abuse in its various manifestations 
brought many to their knees. It has humiliat-
ed us, but also summoned us to repentance, 
accountability and reform. 

Abuse against children and vulnerable per-
sons is a cultural and societal scourge. The 
Catholic Church, therefore, is not unique in 
grappling with its effects, except in the fact 
that while the Church is a human institution 
it also is a divinely established institution. 

Because of its human members, our fail-
ings often are all too evident and disturbing. 
But, when these are highlighted, we need not 
give in to despair or turn our backs on the 
Church because we have the Lord’s prom-
ise that “the gates of hell will not prevail 
against it” (Mt. 16:18). We may be crushed 
by the weight of our sinfulness, but do not 
despair of God’s grace and mercy. When we 
seek God’s mercy, we dare not presume on 
it. Those who seek mercy must first acknowl-
edge the need for mercy and repent.

As a Church we have taken a leading role 
in society by working to ensure that Cath-
olic institutions – and those who volunteer, 
serve and staff them – are safe for children, 
young people and vulnerable adults. We 
require safe environment training, conduct 
background checks and have initiated pro-
tocols for reporting, investigating and acting 
upon allegations of misconduct. We do these 
things not because we have been forced to 
do so, but because we recognize that this is 
what our faith, our responsibilities and our 
understanding of the dignity of every human 
person requires of us. We are God’s children 

created in his image, 
and we are our broth-
ers’ and sisters’ keep-
er.

I am proud of our 
Catholic institutions: 
our parishes, health 
care facilities, social ministries and schools. 
It is through these that we can respond to 
the Lord’s command to be light for the world 
and salt for the earth. I am proud of those 
who lead and participate in these ministries 
in the service of the Jesus Christ and his 
Church. 

Do we always do so perfectly? No. But, we 
continue to affirm and celebrate the valu-
able contributions that the Catholic Church 
makes to society in promoting the sanctity 
of human life and dignity with all that this 
entails. 

This week, we continue our annual obser-
vance of Catholic Schools Week. Our schools 
are a priceless treasure for the students, 
families and communities who benefit and 
will benefit in the future from the Christ-cen-
tered Catholic education that our schools 
provide. 

This past week, a news outlet reported on a 
disturbing failure at one of our outstanding 
schools. The failure is frustrating and regret-
table. While it reminded us of the importance 
of our commitment to transparency and on-
going need for improvement, it does not ne-
gate the importance of our mission and the 
dedication of the good men and women who 
help advance that mission in service to the 
students entrusted to them by their parents.  

Please pray for our students, parents, par-
ish volunteers, school staff, clergy and others 
who contribute their time and expertise to 
strengthen the Church, create safe environ-
ments and act as good stewards of God’s 
gifts.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Faith, frailty and reform

Merciful God, 
hear our fervent prayer for all 

who suffer from the coronavirus.
May those who are infected 
receive the proper treatment

and the comfort of your healing 
presence.

May their caregivers, families 
and neighbors be shielded

from the onslaught of the virus.
Give solace to those who grieve 

the loss of loved ones.
Protect and guide those who 

strive to find a cure.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma CityFeb. 1 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center

Feb. 1 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Feb. 1 – Priests Personnel Board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Feb. 2 – School Mass for Mount St. Mary Catholic High School, 10:30 a.m., Sacred Heart, OKC
Feb. 3 – School Mass, 8:15 a.m., Christ the King School, OKC
Feb. 3 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Feb. 3 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals luncheon, 11 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC
Feb. 4 – School Mass, 9:20 a.m., Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School, OKC
Feb. 4 – Opening Mass for SEEK Conference, 5:30 p.m., OMNI Hotel Oklahoma City
Feb. 5 – Mass for Sembradores de la Fe, 8:15 a.m., CPC Conference Center
Feb. 6 – TET Mass and celebration, 11:45 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
Feb. 7-8 – Virtual joint meeting of officers of U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Canadian Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and Ecclesial Assembly of Latin America
Feb. 8 – All Staff meeting, 12:30 p.m., CPC 
Feb. 10 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Feb. 10 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Feb. 10 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Feb. 10 – Annual Catholic Appeal Mass and reception, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Feb. 11 – Annual Catholic Appeal Mass and reception, 6 p.m., St. Mary, Ponca City
Feb. 12 – Oklahoma Catholic Men’s Conference, Embassy Suites, Norman
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Registration open for 
Oklahoma Catholic 

Women’s Conference

The Blessed Stanley 
Rother Shrine is taking 
shape as construction 
continues on the inside 
and outside of the church. 
Spanish-style marbled red 
tiles are being placed for 
the roof, and crews are 
close to completing the 
roof over the chapel. 

Blessed Stanley Rother, 
pray for us!

Rother shrine update

Registration is open for 
the 2022 Oklahoma 
Catholic Women’s 
Conference, themed 
“…Be Done.” 

This year’s conference will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 26, at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel in Norman. 
The speakers include Kimberly 
Hahn, a Catholic convert, speaker 
and author; Leah Darrow, a su-
permodel turned Catholic speaker 
and author; and Sister Marie Ver-
itas, Sisters of Life, speaker and 
podcast host.

The conference will include en-
gaging talks, break-out sessions, 
vendors, Reconciliation, Adoration 

and “Vocation Corner,” which is a 
new addition. At Vocation Corner, 
religious women from at least nine 
different religious orders will meet 
attendees and give information 
about their order and vocation. 

Doors and vendors open at 8 
a.m., opening prayer begins at 
8:30 a.m. and the conference 
concludes with Mass with Tulsa 
Bishop David Konderla at 4 p.m.

Registration is $65 through Jan. 
31. It increases to $75 on Feb. 1. 
Registration includes lunch. 

Visit okcatholicwomen.com to 
register online or download a reg-
istration form to mail.

okcatholicwomen.com

At events nationwide, hope rises that abortion 
ruling will be overturned

A renewed spirit of hope reverberated 
through events nationwide that marked the 
49th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abortion.

From Vermont to Los Angeles, thousands 
of people were buoyed by the prospect that 
the court would reverse its 1973 Roe decision 
by upholding a Mississippi law banning most 
abortions after 15 weeks.

The ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization is expected in early sum-
mer.

In Oklahoma City, the first Oklahoma March 
for Life was held at the Oklahoma State Capi-
tol with Tulsa Bishop David Konderla and U.S. 
Sen. James Lankford leading the walk that 

included more than 500 participants from mul-
tiple faiths.

In Montpelier, Vt., hundreds of people bun-
dled in parkas and boots against temperatures 
that hovered near zero during the annual Rally 
for Life at the Vermont State House Jan. 22. 
Organizers described the gathering as being 
among the largest of its kind in the state capi-
tal.

Mary Beerworth, executive director of the 
Vermont Right to Life Committee, said that 
while it is impossible to predict what the Su-
preme Court may decide, “pro-lifers feel that 
finally the spotlight is shining on the humanity 
of the unborn and discussions now center on 
how early little hearts are beating.”

She cautioned, however, that even if Roe v. 
Wade is reversed the decision to allow or disal-
low abortion will return to each state.

In Vermont, legislators are debating Proposal 
5, an attempt to amend the state Constitution 
to enshrine “reproductive autonomy,” including 
abortion. If passed by the Legislature, the pro-
posal could go before voters in November.

She said pro-life Vermonters “have an uphill 
battle ahead for years to come.”

This year’s rally included a Respect Life Mass 
at St. Augustine Church and a prayer service 
at Lighthouse Christian Church, both in Mont-
pelier, before people gathered at Montpelier 

continued on page 13
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

A young priest named 
Francis Kelley who 
was serving in Michi-

gan in the 1890s was appalled 
by the conditions he witnessed 
in rural parishes: run down 
facilities, priests living in 
poverty and people struggling 
to maintain their Catholic 
faith. He also noted the need 
for more chapels to meet the 
needs of isolated and usually 
poor Catholics. It was seen as 
a challenge to bring the Gospel 
to as many people as possible. 

Father Kelley, later the sec-
ond bishop of the Diocese of 
Oklahoma, vowed to work to 
remedy the above-mentioned 
issues. With courage and cre-
ativity, he founded the Catholic 
Church Extension Society in 
1905. Headquartered in Chi-
cago, Father Kelley began the 
mammoth task of fundraising, 
which he accomplished with 
great vigor. 

To achieve bringing the sacra-
ments and Catholic fellowship 
to mission territories such as 
Oklahoma, Extension concoct-
ed the idea (barrowed from 
the Baptists) of the railroad 
chapel-car. Approved by the 
board in 1906, the first car was 
named in honor of Saint An-
thony. It was a fully equipped 
chapel complete with priest’s 
quarters. The concept was a 
stroke of genius as it became a 
temporary worship space where 
a permanent chapel was not 
possible. As an evangelization 
tool, it served as a curiosity, 

and provided access to 
Catholicism for people 
in far flung areas. 

It was a highly 

successful project as the rail-
roads were generous in exacting 
no fee to carry them since they 
seldom went further than 30 
miles per week and could easily 
be attached to a freight. While 
largely helpful (even leading to 
large automobiles and boats), 
due to the extreme heat of 
summers, it was seldom used 
during that season. 

The system of operation would 
lend itself to close cooperation 
between the missionary dioce-
san bishop and Extension. The 
host bishop assigned a chaplain 
and Extension provided the 
superintendent who served as 
a sacristan and singer-organ-
ist. All cars maintained a small 
chapel complete with altar, 
pews and a confessional. 

Oklahoma was a beneficiary 
of the chapel-car “Saint Paul” 
seen in the photo near Grand-
field in the mid-teens. It would 
service several communities 

with some eventually building 
their own churches, including 
Grandfield. The Saint Paul op-
erated between 1915 and 1918. 

The Saint Peter car was the 
longest running of the three 
continuing until the 1930s in 
the Midwest and the Pacific 
Northwest.

This pioneering spirit of 
providing the sacraments and 
connecting the faithful with the 
Universal Church was a hall-
mark of Francis Kelley’s ten-
ure as bishop as well. Forward 
thinking and intent upon bring-
ing Christ to the far reaches 
of the diocese, Bishop Kelley’s 
vision, although severely limit-
ed in funds by the Depression, 
would set the stage for his wor-
thy successor and friend Eu-
gene McGuinness, who would 
become known as the “builder 
bishop” following World War II.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Extension Mission Chapel-Car “Saint Paul” near Grandfield.

SSM Health names new ministries 
president, adds board members

ST. LOUIS – Father Michael Rozier, S.J., Ph.D., 
has been named president of SSM Health Minis-
tries, the sponsoring body responsible for preserv-
ing SSM Health’s Catholic identity and serving as 
liaison to the Vatican. 

Father Rozier succeeds Larry LeGrand, who 
served in the role for the past two years.  

Father Rozier first joined SSMHM and the SSM 
Health board in 2018. He serves as assistant pro-
fessor of health management and policy in Saint 
Louis University’s College for Public Health and 

Social Justice. 
He earned his doctorate in health management 

and public policy from the University of Michigan. 
He also holds an M.Div. from Boston College, an 
M.H.S. from Johns Hopkins University, and a B.A. 
in chemistry from Saint Louis University. He pre-
viously worked as an ethics fellow with the World 
Health Organization. 

In addition, SSM Health has announced the se-
lection of three new board members: Janice Bur-
nett, John Hardt, Ph.D., and Carolyn Kindle Betz.
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OKLAHOMA CITY – Trinity Gardens Apart-
ments, which are sponsored by Catholic Char-
ities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, soon 
will begin renovation and construction of their 
housing units.

The renovation is possible thanks to af-
fordable housing tax credits, which will help 
finance the cost of renovating 54 units and 
adding 24. Renovations and construction are 
scheduled to start this summer.

“The process to access funding is very com-
plex and highly competitive. Due to the compe-
tition, our project was not awarded the fund-
ing during its initial application,” said Carly 
Akard, director of communications for Catholic 
Charities. “However, we have partnered with 
an experienced and highly efficient property 
management company that has maintained 
a high standard of service for our clients, 
allowing us to overcome the small hurdles 
that are common in the process.” 

Trinity Gardens provides housing for 
people who are age 62 and older, and who 
meet specific income requirements. Trinity 

Gardens serves people of all faiths.
Catholic Charities first secured affordable 

housing tax credits in 1996 to finance the costs 
of rehabilitating the building. Catholic Chari-
ties made a long-term commitment for the use 
of the property to provide affordable housing 
for seniors. 

Trinity Gardens opened in April 1997 with 
54 unfurnished one-bedroom apartments and 
four unfurnished two-bedroom apartments. 
The original chapel serves as the community 
room. The building also has a large common 
area upstairs that is furnished, a coin-operated 
laundry and ample parking. The Margaret Ann 
Boys Trust provided funding for a community 
garden that is located on 
the site.

Akard added that Okla-
homa City has a serious 
shortage of affordable 
housing units. Accord-

ing to a recent article in the Curbside Chroni-
cle, there are only 41 units available for every 
100 very low-income households. Catholic 
Charities is exploring more ways to participate 
and to implement affordable housing projects 
to relieve the shortage.

“Trinity Gardens has provided an affordable 
housing opportunity for more than 25 years 
by serving the elderly with low income and 
very low income. The renovation of the existing 
units will allow Catholic Charities to continue 
to provide this service and expand the number 
of households we can serve,” Akard said.

Jolene Schonchin is a free-
lance writer 

for the 
Sooner 
Catholic.

Trinity Gardens to start renovation
By Jolene Schonchin 

The Sooner Catholic

- Resident age range: 63 to 82; 
- Maximum income to qualify: single 
$31,260, double $35,760; 
- Income range: $4,600 to $30,000; 
- Residents served: 65;
- 3825 N.W. 19, OKC 73107.

More information: Contact Carly Akard 
at (405) 523-3009, cakard@ccaokc.org.

Trinity Gardens Statistics 2020

archokc.org/schools
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From left to right: 
Matthew Tracy, 
Colin Le, Lizzie 
Newbold, Luke 
Newbold, Zara 
Mataranglo, 
Jackie Nguyen, Eli 
Challis and Jennie 
Hoang. The Bishop 
McGuinness Irish 
4 Life club mem-
bers attended the 
March for Life in 
Washington D.C. 
with the Diocese 
of Tulsa. Photo 
provided.

The Archdiocese Family 
Confirmation retreat 
was held Jan. 15 at 
St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church in 
Edmond. Joe Cipriano 
was a speaker, Daysy 
Alatorre was a trans-
lator, Abram Leon, lay 
ecclesial movement 
specialist from the 
Archdiocese of Denver, 
presented in Spanish, 
and Steve Angrisano 
presented in English. 
Photos provided.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@

archokc.org.

Fr. Mike Wheelahan and parishioners at 
Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church in 
Chickasha held a Pastorela in December. 
Photos provided.
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Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

While on a pilgrim-
age in 1997 in 
Spain, Father 
Michael Knipe 

said, “I stood in a courtyard 
in Salamanca with a guide, a 
priest friend and parishioners 
on a pilgrimage from Fatima 
to Lourdes and Rome. I was 
memorized, less by searching 
for the frog among the plat-
eresque facade of the 16th cen-
tury building, than the story 
of the Dominican Fray Luis de 
Leon and the connection of the 
university with the Church in 
the New World. Then and there, 
I desired to study here, some-
how, some way.”

On Dec.15, Father Knipe 
earned a doctorate in canon 
law from the Universidad Pon-

tificia de Salamanca. Father 
Knipe, a priest in the Dio-
cese of Tulsa, is Oklahoma’s 
first person with a doctorate 
in canon law since the late 
1950s. 

It has been a long and wind-
ing road for Father Knipe in 
his Christian journey. He grew 
up Methodist. He was born in 
southern Iowa and moved to 
Tulsa as a youth. While in col-
lege in Tahlequah, he studied 
history and criminal law and 
found himself asking what he 
was going to do. He had ob-
served the local priest, Father 
Jake Males, “totally at peace 
with the Lord.” He entered the 
seminary and was ordained a 
priest in 1988.   

In 2016, Father Knipe asked 
and was granted a sabbat-
ical to go to Colombia to be 
immersed in Spanish and to 
start working on his doctor-
ate. After nearly five years of 

study, he 
finished his 
thesis titled, 
“A Canoni-
cal Histori-
cal Study of 
Chapter Two 
of the Reform 
of Marriage 
at the Coun-
cil of Trent.”

Due to 
COVID travel 
restrictions, 
Father Knipe’s 
final defense 
of his thesis 
wasn’t until 
Dec. 15.  Fa-
ther Alessan-
dro Calderoni, 
a priest friend 
from Tulsa, 
was there for 
support.

“I walked to 
the university 
where I found 
Father Mike, 
in the chap-

el, silent in prayer before his 
defense. As we walked together 
through the great halls of the 
university, I felt transformed 
back in time, as if going back 
to the times of Trent. The Aula 
Magna where the defense took 
place was truly a sight to be-
hold,” he said.

Father Knipe has served as 
pastor at a number of parish-
es in the Tulsa area. He also 
served on the tribunal for the 
diocese. He said he is proud 
and modest about the work the 
tribunal in Oklahoma has ac-
complished. He thanked many 

people, including Archbishop 
Emeritus Beltran, Father Fred 
Schuyler, S.J., and Deacon 
Kasper Weigant. 

Father Rick Stansberry, who 
serves in the marriage tribunal 
for the Archdioese of Oklahoma 
City, said, “It will be a tremen-
dous asset for the whole state 
to have someone with a doctor-
ate in canon law working with 
us. I am looking forward to 
working with him on a number 
of issues, and have great ex-
pectations.” 

Charles Albert is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Tulsa priest earns canon law doctorate
By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Fr. Michael Knipe and the Tribunal of Professors. Photos provided.

Fr. Michael Knipe
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Each summer, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Youth Camp fills with hundreds of 
schoolchildren who spend a week making 
new friends, deepening their faith and playing 
games and sports.

An endowment at the Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma helps defray costs for some of the 
campers.

The Jacob Meier Memorial Fund is designed 
to provide need-based camp fee scholarships. 
The fund, created in 2010 by Rich and Sandy 
Meier of Yukon, is named for their son who 
was an active member of Saint John Nepomuk 
Catholic Church. He attended the camp as a 
youth and later became a counselor. Jacob 
“Jake” Meier died unexpectedly in 2009 as the 
result of a lifelong seizure disorder. He was 27.

The Meier endowment is among the many 

“field of interest” endowments at the Catholic 
foundation. These provide support to a specific 
ministry, parish or school need such as youth 
ministry ini-
tiatives with 
the founda-
tion adminis-
tering dis-
tribution of 
the funds to 
address that 
need.

The Meiers 
began their 
endowment 
with a gift 
of $5,000. 
Through additional gifts from the public, it 
has grown to nearly $30,000. At that level, the 
endowment’s annual payout is enough to cover 
the full cost for three campers.

The foundation wants to increase the endow-
ment to $50,000 and beyond to provide more 
children with the opportunity to attend camp 

each year.
In a story in the Yukon 

Review newspaper pub-
lished shortly after the 
endowment was created, 
Rich Meier said Jake 
once told him that when 
he was the camp, he 
always felt God was call-
ing him to be a priest. 
At the time of his death, 
Jake was taking classes 
to advance his youth 

ministry education.
Owen Canfield is the foundation’s associate 

director for gift planning. Contact ocanfield@
cfook.org or (405) 709-2897.

CFO endowment helps kids attend Catholic camp

Men's Evening of
Recollection

offered by the 
Prelature of Opus Dei

 

Feb 24, 2022 • 6:30 p.m.

Catholic Pastoral Center Chapel

7501 Northwest Expy, OKC, OK 73132

 

6 :30  -  C O N F E S S I O N  B E G I N S *

7 :00  -  M E D I T A T I O N  L E D  B Y  T H E  P R I E S T

8 :00  -  E X A M I N A T I O N  O F  C O N S C I E N C E  /  Q U I E T  P R A Y E R

8 :30  -  T A L K  G I V E N  B Y  T H E  L A Y M A N

9 :00  -  M E D I T A T I O N  L E D  B Y  T H E  P R I E S T  /  B E N E D I C T I O N    

9 :30  -  F E L L O W S H I P  /  R E F R E S H M E N T S

*Confession available throughout the evening except when the priest is leading

By Owen Canfield 

Tax-deductible gifts to the Jacob Meier Memorial 
Endowment can be made online at cfook.org/give 
or by mail to the Catholic Foundation of Oklaho-
ma, 7501 Northwest Expressway, OKC 73132.

Jacob Meier Memorial Endowment

parishioners at Saint Eugene Catholic Church 
in Oklahoma City, were there to support and 
announce life. 

“I’m 10 weeks pregnant. Our baby has fin-
gers, a heartbeat, toes, eyelids, teeth and a 
right to life,” read Jillian Chapman’s poster. 
She thought twice before having her photo tak-
en because people didn’t know she was preg-
nant. It turned out to be a great day to make 
the announcement. 

Sean Chapman’s sign read, “Science confirms 
life begins at 
conception.” 

Prior to 
the walk, 
there was 
prayer, 
words of en-
couragement 
and truth.

“We be-
lieve every 
single child 
is precious 
and every 
single child 
has the 
right to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” U.S. Sen. 
James Lankford (R-OK) said.  

Lankford walked in the national March for 
Life the day before in Washington D.C. and 
said this is the year the Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization decision will be 
at the forefront. 

“I believe a post-Roe America is coming very 
soon. It doesn’t end abortion in every place in 
the country. It only says to every state, like 
ours, you get to make the decision,” he said. 
“We believe every child is worthy of life.”

Rocio Montes, from Enid, said she was there 
to speak about the truth of life. She said hu-
man life must be protected from the moment of 
conception, and the “wonderful gift of life is a 
gift given by God.” 

“If I don’t believe in God, I don’t believe I’m 
God’s creation. I won’t be able to see others as 

God’s creation, and that is where the problems 
of humanity begin,” she said. “All of us togeth-
er can build a civilization of love.”

Rev. Todd Fisher, executive director 
of the Oklahoma Baptists, said when 
people think of the unborn, they also 
should consider the Lord Jesus. 

“Today, we find ourselves in the 
most crucial of time in the fight 
against abortion, and for the pro-
tection of unborn children. I want to 
declare this simple statement: We 
stand for life,” he said. “Our pro-life 
efforts are all about helping people 
have life; and have it more abundant-
ly. It was Jesus who taught us the 
golden rule. We are to treat others the 
way we want to be treated and that 
… principle certainly 
has application in 
protecting the most 
vulnerable among 
us – the unborn.”

Fisher said, “All 
of human life at 
every single stage is 
sacred,” and called 
on people to think 
about what they 
can do next.

“God calls us to 
speak for those 
who cannot speak 
for themselves 
and today we are 
doing just that, 
but what can you 
do in addition to marching for life?”

He spoke of volunteering in local pregnancy 
health ministries, foster care, adoption and 
combining efforts with people at church to give, 
pray and serve. 

The final speaker of the morning was Tulsa 
Bishop David Konderla, who drew loud ap-
plause before his talk. Bishop Konderla said 
his comments were formed by two experiences 
from his ministry work. One was a 17-year 
battle in Texas to close down an abortuary. The 
other was from working for 19 years in post 
abortion healing. 

He said the experiences taught him about 
being resolved to “never accept the lie that 

there is such 
a thing any-
where in the 
universe as a 
right to abor-
tion. It does 
not exist.” He 
said people 
have to “man 
the walls” 
outside of 
abortuaries to 
let the people 
and workers 
going there 
know that 
other people 
are praying for 
them and “to 
elect people 
who will pass 
legislation for 
life.” 

“In this fight for 
the soul of the na-
tion there is only one 
enemy, and the enemy 
is not the one who has 
had an abortion. It’s 
not the father of the 
child who is aborted. 
… The enemy against 
this nation is the devil,” 
Bishop Konderla said.

“Jesus Christ died to 
save all of us who were 

lost. If we give our lives to him and live our 
public, civic lives as subjects of his kingdom, 
he will win our battle against abortion and any 
other evil that we face. So, let us march today 
and let our march steel our resolve to be the 
hands and the feet of Jesus who will retore a 
culture of life and love to our society. Let’s get 
walking!”

The two-mile march began at the capitol 
building and ended in Midtown. 

Dana Attocknie is managing editor of the 
Sooner Catholic.
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continued from page 1

“Never accept the lie 
that there is such a 
thing anywhere in 
the universe as a 
right to abortion.” 

– Bishop David Konderla, 
Diocese of Tulsa

Top: Gunner, Olivia and 
Rosalyn Fullbright. Photo 
Dana Attocknie/Sooner 
Catholic. 

Above: Jillian and Sean 
Chapman. Photo Chris 
Porter/Sooner Catholic.

Below: Oklahoma March 
for Life rally on Jan. 22. 
Photo Avery Holt/Sooner 
Catholic.
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Oklahoma March for Life
Jan. 22 - Oklahoma City

Photos Chris Porter, Avery 
Holt and Dana Attocknie/
Sooner Catholic.
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Pro-Life Ministries
• Marriage and Family Life Ministry - archokc.org/respectlife

• Project Gabriel - gabrielproject.org
A parish-based ministry supported by Catholic Charities that provides 
support, resources, supplies and references for women struggling with 
crisis pregnancies.

• 40 Days for Life - 40daysforlife.com 
An international, religiously-based pro-life advocacy group that cam-
paigns against abortion in more than 20 nations worldwide. Find OKC 
vigils and information at 40daysforlife/OKC.

• Rose Day - roseday.life
Rose Day is held at the Oklahoma State Capitol at the beginning of 
the legislative session each year. Hundreds of pro-life advocates meet 
with their state senators and representatives, and present them red 
roses representing the sanctity of the unborn. 

• March for Life - marchforlife.org
The national March for Life is held each year in Washington D.C. It is 
the largest pro-life event in the world. It is held on Jan. 22, the anni-
versary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision that made abortion legal.

• Students for Life - studentsforlife.org
Students for Life of America is the nation’s largest youth pro-life orga-
nization. It is dedicated to training and equipping college, high school, 
middle school, medical school and law school students to defend the 
preborn and help young mothers on their campuses. 

• St. Catherine’s miscarriage and infant loss ministry -  
St. Catherine’s healing ministry

St. Catherine’s miscarriage and infant loss ministry meets 6:30 p.m. 
– 8 p.m. at Epiphany of the Lord, 7336 W. Britton Rd. in Oklahoma 
City, on the third Monday of every month. Call (405) 618-2402.

• Holy Innocents’ Chapel - holyinnocentsokc.org
Holy Innocents’ Foundation Chapel, 6114 N.W. 63, offers perpetual 
adoration with the goal of bringing about an end to abortion. To sign 
up as a committed adorer or to volunteer, visit holyinnocentsokc.org.

• Willow Pregnancy Support - willowpregnancy.org 
Willow Pregnancy Support is a nonprofit, interdenominational chari-
table organization that provides medical services, community resourc-
es and free pregnancy testing and limited ultrasounds. Locations in 
Oklahoma City, Bethany and Edmond. Contact (405) 631-4477. 

Photo Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

Rose Day Mass

The Archdiocesan 
Council of Catholic 
Women is sponsor-
ing morning Mass 
prior to the Rose 
Day event, which 
will be held at the 
State Capitol begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m. on 
Feb. 16. 

Mass will be of-
fered at 7:30 a.m. 
in the Saint Francis 
of Assisi Catholic 
Church chapel, 1901 
N.W. 18, on the 

second floor of the 
Meerschaert House. 
Immediately follow-
ing Mass, a brunch 
hosted by Saint 
Jude Guild of the 
Altar Society will be 
served in the parish 
hall.

All adults and stu-
dents in the archdi-
ocese are invited to 
show their love for 
the unborn by par-
ticipating. 

At the capitol, 
attendees will dis-
tribute roses, repre-

senting the sanctity 
of life, to government 
officials, and ask 
Oklahoma lawmak-
ers to continue their 
support of pro-life 
issues. People are 
asked to bring four 
red roses for presen-
tation. 

There also will be 
a carpool from Saint 
Francis at 9:15 a.m. 
with a return by 
about 1 p.m. Call 
or text Mary Ann 
Schmitt at (405) 
650-9674.

Rose Day

The annual pro-life rally will be at 11:30 a.m. 
Feb. 16 at the Oklahoma State Capitol. Kay James 
will be the speaker. Advocates begin handing out 
roses at 9:30 a.m.
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2022 
St. Benedict Church 

Annual Carnival 

632 N Kickapoo ~ Shawnee 

Saturday, February 26, 2022 
5:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

Something for everyone big & small  

Great Games: Bingo, Corn Hole, Kid’s Games,  

Cake Walk & more with Great Prizes! 

A variety of foods: Bake Sale,  

Hamburgers, hot dogs,  

Cajun food & Street Tacos 

Come For an Evening of Fun  

City Hall and marched to the State 
House for the rally.

At the Mass, Bishop Christopher 
J. Coyne of Burlington, said the 
nation is “beginning to move the 
dial back in terms of recognizing 
the child in the womb as a person 
who needs protection.”

However, the bishop expressed 
concern about Proposition 5, 
which he said would “enshrine in 
a nebulous way” so-called repro-
ductive rights. He called on any-
one seeking to protect the rights of 
the unborn to “be educated” and 
to share accurate information with 
voters.

Elsewhere, Archbishop Bernard 
A. Hebda of Saint Paul and Min-
neapolis told more than 2,000 
people at the annual “Prayer 
Service for Life” Jan. 22 in the 
Cathedral of Saint Paul that the 
nation could be on the brink of a 
“post-Roe world.”

The moment requires prayerful 
discernment of God’s will to build 
a culture of life, and for a deep re-
spect for all life, born and unborn, 
the archbishop said in his homily.

While awaiting the Supreme 
Court’s ruling, people can contin-
ue to work through charity and 
justice to help women and fam-
ilies struggling with crisis preg-

nancies, he said.
Quoting from a Jan. 22 opin-

ion piece in USA Today by Ashley 
McGuire, a senior fellow with The 
Catholic Association, the archbish-

op urged pro-life advocates to con-
tinue to act with “calm and stead-
fast seriousness” while they await 
the Supreme Court’s decision.

He also encouraged that they 
listen for “marching orders from 
the Lord, for promoting a culture 

of life on what could be a changed 
landscape as the battle shifts from 
Washington to each of our states,” 
including Minnesota.

Families, high school students 

and others at the prayer service 
– many of whom afterward partici-
pated in the annual March for Life 
to the nearby state Capitol despite 
temperatures in the teens and 
wind chills below zero, noted the 
gravity of the moment.

“We’re optimistic that almost 50 
years of this unjust decision might 
be overturned,” said Stephen 
Maas, 44, who was at the prayer 
service with his wife, Jennifer, and 
their five children, ages 6 to 15.

“I think there is a lot of antic-
ipation,” said Maas, a member 
of Nativity of Our Lord Parish in 
Saint Paul. “It’s not a sprint, it’s a 
marathon. The overturning of Roe 
v. Wade will be just the first leg.”

The national March for Life in 
Washington saw more than 200 
people arrive from several parish-
es and schools in the Diocese of 
Nashville, Tenn., to rally with pro-
life advocates.

Father Andy Bulso, chaplain of 
the diocese’s Office of Faith For-
mation, was among those making 
the trip. Addressing the Tennessee 
contingent before the march, Fa-
ther Bulso said that while experi-
encing discomfort because of the 
frigid temperatures in the nation’s 
capital, each person would have 
to “reconnect with your reason, 
your why” for attending.

“This is a day to get out of our-
selves,” he said. “Maturity and 
love involve getting out of our-
selves, and doing things for other 
people. This day is a real chance to 
do that.”

Kayleigh Langenstein, a student 

continued from page 3

continued on page 20

In Oklahoma City, the first Oklahoma March for Life was held on Jan. 22 and 
began at the Oklahoma State Capitol. Photo Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Principal - Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School is seeking a principal with 
experience leading faculty in cur-
riculum implementation, profes-
sional development, school finance 
and enrollment management. 
Master of educational leadership 
degree or master’s degree in re-
lated educational field; practicing 
Catholic in good standing; Oklaho-
ma principal certification or ability 
to obtain; proficient knowledge of 
the instructional and accreditation 
process; experience with the bud-
geting process and maintaining a 
balanced budget. Send cover letter 
and resume to lschuler@archokc.
org by Feb. 17. All inquiries, nom-
inations and applications will be 
confidential.

Principal – Norman
All Saints Catholic School is 

seeking a principal with experi-
ence leading faculty in curricu-
lum implementation, professional 
development, school finance and 
enrollment management. Master 
of educational leadership degree or 
master’s degree in related educa-
tional field; practicing Catholic in 
good standing; Oklahoma princi-
pal certification or ability to ob-
tain; proficient knowledge of the 
instructional and accreditation 
process; experience with the bud-
geting process and maintaining a 
balanced budget. Send cover letter 
and resume to lschuler@archokc.
org by Feb. 18. All inquiries, nom-
inations and applications will be 
confidential.

Coordinator of Catholic educa-
tion: curriculum, instruction – 
OKC

The Office of Catholic Schools in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
is seeking a coordinator of Catholic 
education with a focus on curric-
ulum and instruction to provide 
guidance and leadership to school 
administrators and faculty. Over-
see implementation of curriculum 
aligned with standards and Gos-
pel values; provide programs and 
services aligned with the mission 
to enrich academic programs and 
support the development of student 
and family life; assist principals 
with issues, problems and concerns 
at school sites. Masters’ degree in 
education, educational administra-
tion and supervision or a related 
field a must; at least five years of 
experience in Catholic school lead-
ership preferred; practicing Cath-
olic good standing, and committed 
to Catholic identity and mission of 
Catholic schools. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Director of communications - 
Shrine 

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
seeking a full-time director of com-
munications to oversee all aspects 
of communication, media relations 
and promotion of the shrine. Three 

to five years of experience in public 
relations, journalism or market-
ing; bachelor’s degree in related 
field; practicing Catholic in good 
standing; bilingual desired but 
not required. Background check 
and safe environment training 
required. Learn more at rother-
shrine.org. Send resume and cover 
letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center is 

seeking an administrative assis-
tant in the Secretariat for Divine 
Worship to organize and coor-
dinate archdiocesan liturgical 
events, retreats and workshops 
and assist the director with on-
going formation and growth of 
liturgical ministries as well as 
provide liturgical resources to be 
used in parishes. Catholic in good 
standing who is knowledgeable in 
liturgy. Independently manage a 
wide range of administrative tasks. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
mmills@archokc.org.

Accreditation manager - OKC
The Catholic Schools Office for 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking an accreditation 
manager. This will be a part-time 
position (approximately 20 hours 
per week), which supports the 
mission and vision of the Catholic 
Schools Office by providing guid-
ance, direction and leadership to 
school administrators and faculty 
through the accreditation process. 
Will serve as the coordinator for all 
activities of the Oklahoma Confer-
ence of Catholic Schools Accredit-
ing Association for the archdiocese 
and the Diocese of Tulsa. The 
successful candidate will possess 
knowledge of Oklahoma school law 
and the policies and practices of 
the state Department of Educa-
tion. Familiarity with school law in 
general required. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org. 

Alumni adviser - OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking an alumni advis-
er to guide and support students 
to and through college. Bachelor’s 
degree required; three plus years 
of experience in college or high 
school advising with students of 
limited economic means, under-
represented students, first gener-
ation students and their families; 
basic Microsoft Office skills. Apply 
at cristoreyokc.org/careers.

Director of finance - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a finance director to direct 
financial planning and accounting 
practices, including recording 
and summarizing the financial 
transactions of the agency and its 
programs. The director records all 
transactions and entries in accor-
dance with generally accepted ac-
counting practices; works closely 
with the board of directors, finance 
committee and auditors to provide 
financial assistance and analysis. 

Bachelor’s degree in accounting, 
CPA highly preferred; five-plus 
years’ experience in accounting, 
working knowledge of computers 
and associated equipment, and 
extensive knowledge of Excel, 
Word and Outlook; experience in a 
non-profit environment preferred. 
Send resume to Dcn. Dave Ashton 
at dashton@ccaokc.org.

Executive assistant – OKC 
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
an executive assistant to assist 
with development and outreach, 
finance and other administra-
tive functions as needed. Duties 
include general clerical and proj-
ect-based work for the adminis-
tration department. Provide cler-
ical assistance to the governing 
directors of Catholic Charities and 
other entities sponsored by Catho-
lic Charities. Must have bachelor’s 
degree and minimum three years’ 
experience as an administrative 
or executive assistant. Send cover 
letter and resume to Dcn. Dave 
Ashton at dashton@ccaokc.org.  

Bilingual counselor – OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a bilingual counselor for the St. 
Joseph’s Counseling Center to pro-
vide counseling and psychotherapy 
in the context of Catholic tradition 
and teachings. A master’s degree 
in clinical or counseling psychol-
ogy, counseling, social work or an 
equivalent degree from an accred-
ited college or university; training 
in individual, family and/or group 
counseling methods. At least two 
years of experience and be trained 
in psycho educational and per-
sonality assessment techniques; 
applicants must be licensed in the 
appropriate specialty in Oklaho-
ma. Send cover letter and resume 
to Amy Shipman at ashipman@
ccaokc.org.

Executive director - OKC
Santa Fe Family Life Center is 

seeking an executive director to 
guide its strategic planning, pro-
gramming, fundraising, marketing 
and other administrative activities 
across its facilities. Ten or more 
years executive management expe-
rience preferred; sports and fitness 
experience preferred; non-prof-
it and fundraising experience in 
Oklahoma preferred; strong inter-
personal and public-relations skills 
required. Send resume and cover 
letter to josef.mcguigan@sfflc.com.

Communications/outreach 
specialist - OKC

The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help is seeking a com-
munications and outreach spe-
cialist to greet visitors and parish-
ioners daily, schedule ministers, 
oversee parish outreach programs, 
help with parish committees and 
work with existing programs. Must 
be proficient in computer skills, 
coordinate media and communica-
tions for the cathedral, including 

in the planning and execution of 
all the events held at the cathe-
dral. Knowledge of Vietnamese lan-
guage helpful. Must be a Catholic 
in good standing. Benefits and 
vacations included in this full-
time position. Send references and 
resume to Fr. Rick Stansberry at 
rstansberry@cathedralokc.org.

Substitute teachers – OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Catho-

lic School is seeking a long-term 
substitute teacher for a maternity 
leave in third grade starting ap-
proximately mid-February through 
presumably six to 12 weeks later. 
The school also is seeking general 
substitute teachers. Send cover 
letter and resume to Principal Todd 
Gungoll at mr.gungoll@scbokc.org.

Theology teacher - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking qualified 
candidates to teach theology in 
2022-2023. Applicants must be 
highly motivated, be open to work-
ing in collaboration with peers and 
be prepared to deliver an integrated 
theology curriculum. A bachelor’s 
degree in theology or a related field 
is required, experience in teaching 
high school students preferred. 
Applicants must be Catholics in 
good standing and be committed to 
Catholic education with the mis-
sion to evangelize and make disci-
ples. Send resume and cover letter 
to Theology Department Chair Sue 
Ryan at sryan@bmchs.org

Organist - Kingfisher
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church in Kingfisher is seeking an 
organist for the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Contact (405) 375-4581 or 
secretary@stspeterandpaul.org. 

Internship – Norman
The Peace and Justice Group at 

St. Joseph Catholic Church in Nor-
man is offering a Care of Creation 
Internship for sharing commitment 
to stewardship and sustainability. 
Internship can be concurrent with 
school courses and often eligible for 
course credit; $500 stipend avail-
able toward one internship; must 
be age 18 or older and have con-
nection to Norman. Service hours 
also available. Contact (405) 226-
6387, Olivia.biddick@gmail.com. 
Apply by Feb. 15 at https://forms.
gle/h6Q3xrh9dnF4MHRP7.  

Development assistant - OKC
Willow Pregnancy Support is 

seeking a development/adminis-
trative assistant to prepare corre-
spondence, answer phones, assist 
with social media, enhance donor 
engagement and other duties. 
Bachelor’s degree or equivalent 
administrative work experience; 
highly organized and able to han-
dle multiple projects and dead-
lines with exceptional attention to 
detail; strong verbal and written 
communication skills; ability to 
deal compassionately and effec-
tively. Send resume to mclark@
willowpregnancy.org.

Father Michael Pratt is the vo-
cations director for the 
Diocese of Tulsa. He has 
written this short guide 
or aid (36 pages) – “Five 
Conversations about the 
Priesthood: a simple way 
busy priests can help 
young men discern” – for 
parish priests to help 
them help young men 
who are discerning a call 
to the diocesan priest-
hood. This book should be read in 
conjunction with Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan’s book “Priests for the Third 
Millennium” (2000).  

Father Pratt gives suggestions as 
to how a priest should approach a 
young man. Father Pratt informs 
priests they should recognize that 

most young discerners do not 
know many of the things priests 
and religious take for granted such 
as little active connection with 
the Church other than their local 

parish or university cam-
pus ministry. They may not 
know much about Church 
history or saints or their bi-
ographies. Most likely they 
will come to know these 
things and more as they go 
through discernment.

Father Pratt suggests 
how to identify a potential 
vocation and how to iden-
tify if someone is not. Once 

the priest has identified a potential 
vocation, he gives advice into how 
to go about having a meeting with 
that person. 

He also gives recommendations 
about what to do and not to do 
with the initial in-person meeting. 
At this meeting, the priest will be 

able to find out if the young man 
is really looking into a possible vo-
cation to the priesthood or not. It 
might be that he is not ready to go 
through the process.

If it is discovered that 
the young man is truly 
discerning the possibil-
ity of a vocation, then 
Father Pratt recom-
mends how to go about 
next steps to continue 
the conversation. He recommends 
that the next meetings be short; 
10 to 15 minutes, and on the 
phone. The phone calls should be 
scheduled at the convenience of 
the priest and the discerner on a 
weekly schedule. This makes the 
young man feel comfortable and 
also creates a safe environment for 
both.

Father Pratt recommends five 
conversations on the phone with 
the young man using Cardinal 

Dolan’s book. He suggests certain 
chapters and gives suggestions 
for conversation starters. The five 
conversation topics are: priestly 

identity, the Eucharist 
in the priest’s life, the 
Sacrament of Pen-
ance, preaching and 
parish priesthood.

After these five 
conversations, Father 

Pratt provides the next steps for 
referring the young man to the 
diocesan vocations director. This 
does not mean the priest should 
stop being involved, continuing to 
be a good example. This book is 
highly recommended to priests to 
help them encourage vocations to 
the priesthood in a safe manner. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., St. Greg-
ory’s Abbey in Shawnee, is a free-
lance writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Eugenics, forced sterilization and protecting
the mentally-challenged

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Although most Americans today are unaware 
of it, the United States has a sad and extensive 
history of forced sterilizations, especially within 
the past century. In 1907, Indiana legalized 
forced sterilizations of white men who were 
“mentally deficient,” diseased or otherwise dis-
abled. More than 30 other states subsequently 
followed suit, and the practice quickly expand-
ed to both men and women. 

In 1927, the Virginia law allowing the steril-
ization of patients in mental institutions was 
upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court in Buck v. 
Bell. In the decision, Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes made his now infamous proclama-
tion that “three generations of imbeciles are 
enough,” referring to Carrie Buck, her mother 
and daughter. Carrie was committed to a state 
mental institution as a “feeble minded woman,” 
and the Virginia law allowed for her forced ster-
ilization, allegedly for the “health of the patient 
and the welfare of society.” 

The supreme court’s decision, featuring Jus-
tice Holmes’ histrionic flair, served to catalyze 
the then-trendy push for eugenics, the idea 
that preventing unfit individuals from repro-
ducing served the public welfare. 

The flawed notion behind eugenics was that 
many social ills, including crime, poverty and 
mental deficiency, were not due to environmen-
tal factors, but largely to genetic or hereditary 
defects.

Vulnerable, institutionalized populations like 
the mentally ill, the disabled and the incarcer-
ated were among the first targets of state-spon-
sored sterilization programs. The Virginia law 
remained on the books for a half century until 
it was finally repealed in 1974. All told, close to 
60,000 Americans were rendered permanently 
infertile by these state-sponsored programs.

Historians have noted that Nazi Germany 
likely modeled its forced sterilization programs 
on the American eugenics programs of the 
1930s. The law under which Hitler sterilized 
countless German citizens contains much of 
the same language found in the 1924 Virginia 

Sterilization Act, which provided for the sexual 
sterilization of any state hospital inmate who 
was “insane, idiotic, imbecile, feeble-minded 
or epileptic, and by the laws of heredity … the 
probable potential parent of socially inadequate 
offspring likewise afflicted.” 

The jarring tagline offered by Justice Holmes 
highlighted a biased, even disdainful attitude, 
toward mentally ill persons and their ability 
to procreate. Few today would not be revolted 
by such strident branding of whole classes of 
individuals and families. Few would similarly 
countenance forcible state-sanctioned steriliza-
tions, as still happens today, to near universal 
condemnation, in certain dictatorial regimes 
bent on population control.

Direct sterilizations violate human dignity. 
A physician’s decision to recommend or par-
ticipate in the surgical mutilation of a healthy 
and properly functioning system of the body for 
the purposes of impeding fertility runs counter 
to the authentic healing mission of the med-
ical profession. At its core, medicine should 
be about fixing damaged systems of the body 
rather than damaging healthy systems.

Whenever we face situations where family 
members with severe mental illness or other 
disabilities may not be suited to the respon-
sibilities and demands of having children and 
parenting, and hence ought not to get married, 
the solution should never be direct sterilization 
but tailored care that addresses their specific 
mental health situation and respects their hu-
man sexual nature by ordering it along a path 
of chastity.

This implies that caretakers for the seriously 
mentally ill in institutional settings should as-
sure that residents are not given opportunities 
to engage in sexual encounters with others, 
that they be safeguarded from access to sexu-
ally-explicit media and internet pornography, 
that they be instructed on the importance of 
chastity to the extent possible with their men-
tal disability, and that residential settings be 
appropriately segregated as single-sex facilities. 

In other 
words, 
care-
takers 
for the 
seriously 
mental-
ly-chal-
lenged 
have a 
duty to protect them as they would protect, for 
example, young people or children. Although 
the bodies of mentally-challenged residents 
may have matured sexually, some still func-
tion intellectually at or near the level of a child. 
Living in an institutional care facility is meant 
to offer protection from the chaos of the outside 
world where they would clearly be vulnerable 
and largely defenseless.

Sometimes it is argued that due to their 
well-documented risk to be victims of sexual 
assault, individuals who are mentally-chal-
lenged, especially in institutional settings, 
should be forcefully sterilized “for their own 
good,” whether temporarily through chemical 
sterilization (like contraception), or permanent-
ly through surgical sterilization. 

It doesn’t require much reflection, however, 
to see that if it were to become generally known 
that residents were taking contraceptives or 
had been sterilized, this would only “lower the 
threshold” for those who might wish to engage 
in predatory sexual activities to the detriment 
of their mentally-challenged victims. 

The real aim should be to prevent sexual as-
saults, not to prevent the obvious consequenc-
es that might follow from such assaults, like 
pregnancy. Addressing inadequate oversight 
by caretakers and eliminating the “institution-
al chaos” that allows sexual activity to occur 
with or among residents needs to be the focus. 
Individual responsibility and accountability are 
paramount. 

Loving and caring for our family members 
with serious disabilities demands no less.

Book Review: “Five Conversations about the Priesthood”
By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 

The Sooner Catholic
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Fe, fragilidad y reforma

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El Santuario del Beato Stanley 
Rother está tomando forma a medi-
da que continúa la construcción en 
el interior y el exterior de la iglesia. 
Se están colocando tejas rojas vetea-
das estilo español en el techo, y las 
cuadrillas están cerca de terminar el 
techo sobre la capilla.

¡Beato Stanley Rother, ruega por 
nosotros!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Han pasado casi 20 años desde que el 
reflector de los medios de comunicación 
nos hizo darnos cuenta de la fragilidad 
humana, el pecado e incluso las conduc-
tas criminales dentro de nuestra amada 
Iglesia Católica y sus instituciones. El 
pecado humano, por supuesto, ha esta-
do con nosotros desde el principio. Sin 
embargo, los escándalos de abuso más 
recientes y sus muchas aristas nos puso 
de rodillas a varios. Nos ha humillado, 
pero también nos ha llamado al arrepen-
timiento, la responsabilidad y la reforma. 

El abuso de niños y personas vulnera-
bles es un flagelo cultural y social. Por lo 
tanto, la Iglesia Católica no es la úni-
ca en sufrir sus efectos, excepto por el 
hecho de que la Iglesia, aunque es insti-
tución humana, es también una insti-
tución divinamente establecida. 

Debido a que está compuesta por 
miembros humanos, nuestras fallas 
son a veces demasiado evidentes y per-
turbadoras. Sin embargo, cuando estas 
fallas salen a la luz, no debemos caer 
en la desesperanza o darle la espalda a 

la Iglesia, porque el Señor prometió que 
“las puertas del infierno no prevalecerán 
contra ella” (Mt 16,18). Quizá hemos 
sido aplastados por el peso del pecado, 
pero no podemos desconfiar en la gracia 
y la misericordia de Dios. Aquellos que 
buscan su misericordia deben primero 
reconocer su necesidad de misericordia y 
arrepentirse. 

Como Iglesia, hemos asumido el lider-
azgo social en el trabajo por garantizar 
que las instituciones católicas – y sus 
empleados y voluntarios – sean un lugar 
seguro para los niños, los jóvenes y los 
adultos vulnerables. Hemos implementa-
do entrenamientos de ambiente seguro, 
realizamos chequeos de antecedentes 
y hemos puesto en marcha protocolos 
para reportar, investigar y actuar cuando 
existe una denuncia de conducta inapro-
piada. Lo hacemos no porque nos han 
forzado a hacerlo, sino por que reconoce-
mos que esto es lo que nuestra fe, nues-
tras responsabilidades y nuestro enten-
dimiento de la dignidad de toda persona 
humana nos obliga a hacer. Somos hijos 

de Dios creados 
a su imagen y 
somos los guard-
ianes de nuestros 
hermanos y her-
manas. 

Estoy orgulloso 
de nuestras insti-
tuciones católicas: 
nuestras parro-
quias, nuestros 
hospitales, los 
ministerios socia-
les y las escuelas. 
Es a través de 
ellas que podem-
os responder al 
mandamiento del 
Señor de ser luz 

para el mundo y 
sal de la tierra. 
Estoy orgulloso 
de todos aquellos 
que trabajan en 
el liderazgo de 
estos ministeri-
os al servicio de 
Jesucristo y su Iglesia. 

¿Lo hacemos siempre a la perfección? 
No. Pero seguimos afirmando y celebran-
do las valiosas contribuciones que la Ig-
lesia Católica hace a nuestra sociedad, al 
promover la santidad de la vida humana 
con todas sus consecuencias. 

Esta semana, seguimos con nuestra 
celebración anual de la Semana de la 
Escuelas Católicas. Nuestras escuelas 
son un tesoro invaluable para los estudi-
antes, familias y comunidades que se 
benefician, y se beneficiarán en el futuro, 
de la educación católica y centrada en 
Cristo que ellas ofrecen. 

La semana pasada, un medio de comu-
nicación reportó sobre una falla pertur-
badora en una de nuestras excepciona-
les escuelas. Dicha falla es frustrante y 
lamentable. Al tiempo que nos recordó la 
importancia de nuestro compromiso con 
la transparencia y la necesidad continua 
de mejoramiento, nos hizo también pen-
sar en que no podemos olvidar la impor-
tancia de nuestra misión y en la dedi-
cación de los buenos hombres y mujeres 
que nos ayudan a cumplir esa misión de 
servicio a los estudiantes que nos han 
sido confiados por sus padres. 

Les pido oración por nuestros estudi-
antes, los padres de familia, los volun-
tarios parroquiales, el personal de las 
escuelas y todos aquellos que contribuy-
en con su tiempo y experiencia para 
fortalecer a la Iglesia, crear un ambiente 
seguro y actuar como buenos adminis-
tradores de los dones de Dios.
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Se insta a católicos orar, trabajar por un día en 
que cada vida esté protegida por ley

Por Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON – La 
oposición de la 
Iglesia Católica 
al aborto “es una 
respuesta de 

amor tanto a las madres como a 
sus hijos en el vientre materno”, 
expresó el presidente del Comité 
Pro-Vida de los obispos de Estados 
Unidos en un comunicado emitido 
para conmemorar el aniversario 
del 22 de enero de la decisión de 
la Corte Suprema en el caso Roe v. 
Wade que legalizó el aborto en los 
50 estados.

“La enseñanza de la Iglesia 
proclama un mensaje de vida, 
recordándonos que cada vida es 
un regalo sagrado de Dios desde el 
momento de la concepción hasta la 
muerte natural”, manifestó el arzo-
bispo de Baltimore, William E. Lori.

La declaración del arzobispo 
del 21 de enero se produjo cuan-
do miles de defensores de la vida 
se reunieron para “defender los 
derechos de los no nacidos” en la 
49ª Marcha anual por la Vida en el 
Mall Nacional en Washington.

El Fondo de Educación y De-
fensa de la Marcha por la Vida, 
que patrocina el evento anual, y 

muchos grupos 
pro-vida dijeron 
que tenían la 
esperanza de que 
la marcha de este 
año marcaría un 
punto de inflexión 
fundamental en 
la lucha contra el 
aborto en Estados 
Unidos. 

Muchos esper-
an que el fallo de 
la Corte Suprema 
sobre una ley 
de Mississippi, 
prohibiendo la 
mayoría de los 
abortos después 
de las 15 sema-
nas de embarazo, 
llevará a limitar 
la decisión en Roe 
o a anularla.

“Recordando 
el trágico aniver-
sario de Roe v. 
Wade, y en pet-
ición de la plena 
restauración de 
la garantía legal 
del derecho a la vida para todos 
los individuos”, la Iglesia Católi-
ca de Estados Unidos, “reconoce 
el Día Nacional de Oración por la 
Protección Legal de los Niños No 

Nacidos”, conmemorado cada 22 
de enero, indicó el arzobispo Lori.

“No podemos construir una 
sociedad verdaderamente justa y 
permanecer complacientes ante el 
impacto masivo de Roe v. Wade, 

que se ha cobrado más de 60 mil-
lones de vidas desde 1973”, acotó. 
“Oremos, ayunemos, y trabajemos 
por el día en que el don de cada 
vida humana sea protegido por la 
ley y acogido en el amor”.

Marcha por la Vida de Oklahoma el 22 de enero en la ciudad de Oklahoma. Foto Chris Porter/ 
Sooner Catholic.

Reportar abuso o comportamiento 
inapropiado con un menor.

¡INMEDIATAMENTE!
Póngase en contacto con las autoridades locales, el 
Departamento de Servicios Humanos del estado:

Todos en Oklahoma tienen la obligación de reportar casos de abusos; Se requiere informar 
incluso la sospecha de abuso; La denuncia debe realizarse de inmediato; Si un niño está en 

peligro inmediato, llame al 9-1-1.

 la Coordinadora Arquidiocesana de Asistencia a Victimas al:

(405) 720-9878

(800) 522-3511
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Briefs
Please contact organizers before 

attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa and St. 
Gregory’s Abby have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand the 
history, educational value and 
experiences of native students 
in Oklahoma Catholic boarding 
schools from 1880 to 1965. To con-
tribute documents, photographs 
or an oral history to the project, 
e-mail info@oknativeschoolsproject.
org. Learn more at archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

Listening Sessions
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indi-
an Catholic Outreach office are 
conducting Listening Sessions 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese of 
Tulsa to provide a forum for peo-
ple to discuss their experiences in 
former Catholic Indian boarding 
schools in Oklahoma. Find the 
schedule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact Dcn. 
Callison at rcallison@archokc.org 
or go online to archokc.org/  
oknativeschoolsproject.

Holy Innocents’ Chapel 
anniversary celebration

Archbishop Coakley will cele-
brate Mass at 6 p.m. Feb. 2 at the 
Holy Innocents’ Chapel, 6114 N.W. 
63 in Warr Acres, for the Solemni-
ty of the Presentation of the Lord. 

After Mass is a small reception and 
open house to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the blessing and 
dedication of the Holy Innocents’ 
Chapel and Foundation offices. 
Donations for St. Joseph and St. 
Gianna statues are being accepted. 
Visit holyinnocentsokc.org/donate. 

SEEK 2022
The Fellowship of Catholic Uni-

versity Students (FOCUS) mission-
aries at OU, OSU, Tulsa and UCO 
will be hosting a three-day confer-
ence Feb. 4-6. College students are 
invited to the weekend of prayer, 
fellowship, inspiration and enter-
tainment. Register at seek.focus.
org.

Serra Club meeting
The Serra Club of Oklahoma 

City will meet at 10:30 a.m. Feb. 
15 at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway, OKC. 
Speakers will be Rosemary and 
Dcn. Paul Lewis. Visit serraokc.org.

Rose Day
The annual pro-life rally will be 

at 11:30 a.m. Feb. 16 at the Okla-
homa State Capitol. Kay James 
will be the speaker. Advocates be-
gin handing out roses at 9:30 a.m.

Men’s Evening of Recollection
The Prelature of Opus Dei pres-

ents a “Men’s Evening of Recollec-
tion” at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 24 in the 
chapel at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 Northwest Express-
way in Oklahoma City. A priest 
and a layman of Opus Dei will 
present talks on how men can 
sanctify their day-to-day activities 

for God’s glory. Confession avail-
able. Evening will culminate in 
fellowship and refreshments.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

The Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference is Feb. 26 at Embassy 
Suites, 2501 Conference Dr. in 
Norman. Speakers are Kimberly 
Hahn, Leah Darrow and Sr. Marie 
Veritas. Price $65; late price $75. 
Register at okcatholicwomen.com. 

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Finding 

Joy in Lent” presented by Abbot 
Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., is 
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Feb. 26 at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacAr-
thur St., Shawnee. Limited seat-
ing. Masks are recommended, 
but not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Carnival
The annual carnival for St. Ben-

edict Catholic Church is 5:30 p.m. 
– 9 p.m. Feb. 26 at 632 N. Kicka-
poo in Shawnee.  The indoor Mardi 
Gras themed carnival includes 
carnival games, Bingo, corn hole, 
cake walk, bake sale, face painting 
and food booths (American, Cajun 
and street tacos). 

Encounter with God’s Call
An Encounter with God’s Call 

weekend is Feb. 26-28 at Concep-
tion Seminary College for young 
men discerning the priesthood. 
The weekend is free of charge. 

Visit ewgc.org. Contact Fr. John 
Herrera at (405) 709-2758. 

Faith Community Nurses’ 
conference

The 15th annual Faith Communi-
ty Nurses’ conference “Growing Our 
Faith Community Nursing Minis-
try” is March 2-3 online and in-per-
son at Kramer School of Nursing, 
2501 N. Blackwelder Ave. in Okla-
homa City on March 2 and Cross-
ings Community Center, 10255 N. 
Pennsylvania Ave. in Oklahoma 
City on March 3. Visit fcnaok.org. 

John Michael Talbot, music
A service of prayer and music 

with John Michael Talbot will be 
at 3 p.m. March 6 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Freewill offering will be 
accepted. 

Oklahoma Catholic Men’s 
Conference

In the Father’s Footsteps, Cath-
olic Men’s Conference is 8:45 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. March 12 at Embassy 
Suites and Conference Center, 
2501 Conference Dr. in Norman. 
Cost $59 until Feb. 14, then $69; 
college student $39; high school 
student $29. Speakers are Msgr. 
James Shea, Brian Greenfield, 
Marcellino D’Ambrosio and Steve 
Ray. Register at catholicmen.net.

Serra Club meeting
The Serra Club of Oklahoma City 

will meet at 10:30 a.m. March 15 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway, OKC. 
The speaker will be Fr. Stephen 
Bird. Visit serraokc.org.

Feb. 1 and 2: Kaden Bennett, theology student, Benedictine College
Feb. 8 and 9: Brother Guy Consumagno, director and president, Vatican 
Observatory
Feb 15. and 16: Dcn. Roy Forsythe, St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 
Oklahoma County Jail Ministry (Pt. 1)
Feb 22. and 23: Dcn. Roy Forsythe, St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 
Oklahoma County Jail Ministry (Pt. 2)

“Make Straight the Way” broadcasts on Oklahoma Catholic Radio Tuesdays at 
3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., and Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. Tune in at okcr.org.

“Make Straight the Way” 
hosted by Dcn. Larry Sousa   

OKLAHOMA CITY & TULSAOKLAHOMA CITY & TULSA
Oklahoma City - 97.3 FM

Tulsa - 94.9 FM

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
Antlers - 90.3 FM

Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM
Clinton - 98.3 FM

Edmond - 100.9 FM
Elk City - 100.7 FM

Lawton - 88.3 FM
Prague - 88.3 FM

Ringwood - 104.9 FM
Enid - 104.9 FM

Shawnee - 107.1 FM
Woodward - 93.3 FM

SPANISH STATIONSSPANISH STATIONS
East OKC - 97.7 FM
West OKC - 99.3 FM

LISTEN ONLINE
okcr.org/listen
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January

30   Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
       Time.

30   National Catholic Schools 
       Week begins, Jan. 30 – Feb.5.

30   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

31   Feast of St. John Bosco.

February

2     Solemnity of The Presentation 
       of the Lord.

2     Holy Innocents’ Chapel anni-
       versary celebration, 6 p.m. 
       Mass, 6114 N.W. 63 in Warr 
       Acres.

3     Feast of St. Ansgar.

3     Feast of St. Blaise.

3     Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
       toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
       (405) 314-5345, ccrprayers@
       gmail.com.

4     Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
       a.m. every Friday, 2453 Wil-
       cox Dr., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.   

4      First Friday Adoration, Noon 
        - 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 
        Center, 7501 Northwest 
        Expressway, OKC.

4      First Friday Sacred Heart 
        Mass at the Catholic Pastoral 
        Center. Exposition of the 
        Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
        reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
        Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
        (405) 528-6252.

4      SEEK 2022, Feb. 4-6. 
        Register at seek.focus.org.

5      Feast of St. Agatha.

5      Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
        the lay order of the Mission-
        aries of Charity of St. Teresa 
        of Calcutta, meet on the first 
        Saturday of each month at St. 
        Ann’s Independent Living Ce-
        nter in the St. Joachim 
        Chapel for Holy Mass at 9:30 
        a.m. followed by Eucharis-
        tic Adoration, the Rosary and 
        the Chaplet. A meeting is held 
       10 a.m. – Noon in the confer-
        ence room.

6      Fifth Sunday in Ordinary 
        Time.

6      St. Francis of Assisi Secular 
        Franciscan Fraternity of 
        Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
        - 4 p.m. via Zoom. Contact 
        (316) 558-0422, billfull@cox.
        net.

6     Meeting of the Third Order 
       (Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
       p.m., St. Monica, Edmond (St. 
       Ambrose Building) in room 
       No. 105, for any Catholic lay-
       person drawn to religious life. 
       Call John or Mary McClernon, 
       (405) 313-6611, (405) 414-
       9407.

6     Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., at Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. Contact Con-
       nie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

8     Feast of St. Jerome.

8     Feast of St. Josephine 
       Bakhita.

9     Catholic War Veterans USA 
       the Oklahoma Memorial Post 

       No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., Sun-
       nylane Family Reception 
       Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
       City. Contact (405) 760-3886, 
       OklaPost168@cox.net. Masks 
       and social distancing 
       required. 

10   Feast of St. Scholastica.

10   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
       toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
       (405) 314-5345, ccrprayers@
       gmail.com.

11   Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes.

11   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
       a.m. 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
       man. Contact Connie Lang, 
       (405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
       gmail.com.   
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benefitting
SANCTUARY
Women’s Development Centers

Special Emcee
with

Amanda Taylor

Live Music From
and

Justin Echols

Check in starts at 5:30 pm and doors open at 6 pm

continued from page 13

At events nationwide, hope rises that abortion 
ruling will be overturned

at Belmont University, traveled with the dioce-
san University Catholic college campus minis-
try program to Washington. Standing outside 
the Supreme Court building made an impres-
sion, she said.

“I was like ‘Holy cow, in a couple months Roe 
v. Wade could be overturned right here,’ which 
was really powerful for me,” she said. “This 
could be the last March for Life during the Roe 
v. Wade era. This could be a very real possi-
bility that the next March for Life will be more 
focused on individual states.”

Dozens of Catholic U.S. military personnel 
and members of the Archdiocese for the Mili-
tary Services joined the March for Life in Wash-
ington as well. The delegation included cadets 
from the U.S. Military Academy in West Point, 
New York, midshipmen from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Md., and others who 
were attending the archdiocese’s Young Adult 
Ministry Symposium.

Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio, who heads 
the archdiocese, was joined by Auxiliary Bishop 
Joseph L. Coffey, archdiocesan episcopal vicar 
for veterans affairs, and several priests who 
serve as military chaplains around the world.

During his homily at Mass for participants in 
the archdiocese’s Edwin Cardinal O’Brien Pas-
toral Center in Washington, Archbishop Broglio 
reminded marchers that a strong prayer life 

must feed outward demonstrations of witness 
to the Gospel.

Borrowing from Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, 
the archbishop spoke of a reservoir in which 
people of faith “fill up with Christ so that we 
are in a position to share our abundance. The 
reservoir retains water until it is filled and then 
discharges the overflow without loss to itself.”

“We cannot get up and march if we are not 
filled up with Jesus Christ and a desire to 
share his life with others,” he said. “We cannot 
teach if we do not draw the fullness of the gos-
pel of life,” he added.

In Los Angeles, thousands of people gath-
ered Jan. 22 for the eighth annual OneLife LA, 
where Archbishop José H. Gomez called on 
pro-life advocates “to build a society where it is 
easier for people to love and be loved.”

“We show that love by the way care for on 
another, especially the weak and vulnerable. 
OneLife LA reminds us of the beautiful truth 
that we are all children of God, and that every 
life is sacred,” Archbishop Gomez said.

He called on people “to create a civilization 
of love that celebrates and protects the beauty 
and dignity of all human life.”

A week earlier, Jan. 15, thousands of peo-
ple converged on the Colorado State Capitol in 
Denver for the Celebrate Life March to witness 
to basic human rights in calling for an end to 
abortion.

Attorney Dan Caplis called on participants 
to continue their work to end abortion as the 

Supreme Court weighs its decision.
“And when Roe fails, yes, the highest moun-

tain will have been conquered. But when Roe 
falls, there will be many other peaks to be 
scaled because when Roe falls, you have a 
chance to make law and to save babies,” Caplis 
said in calling on legislators to pass a law that 
would end abortion in Colorado.

Auxiliary Bishop Jorge H. Rodríguez-Novelo 
of Denver said the work of defending life “will 
require heroism, courage and suffering.”

“To defend the lives of the unborn is a real-
ity that cannot accept delay or hesitation and 
demands boldness and action. It is a matter of 
life and death to defend the life of the sick, the 
elderly, the terminally ill, the people on death 
row,” the bishop said.

“It will imply a change of heart, moving from 
individualistic, selfish and materialistic under-
standing of life to a compassionate and solidar-
ity and sharing one. The question of life is the 
greatest priority after God.”

Contributing to this roundup were Diane Clay, 
editor of the Sooner Catholic; Cori Urban, man-
aging editor of Vermont Catholic magazine, the 
official publication of the Diocese of Burlington; 
Joe Ruff, news editor of The Catholic Spirit, 
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis; and Katie Peterson, staff member 
of the Tennessee Register, newspaper of the 
Diocese of Nashville.


