
Originally sched-
uled for Nov. 5, the 
events involving 
Tepeyac Hill on the 
site of the Blessed 

Stanley Rother Shrine are now 
scheduled for Dec. 11 and 12 – 

coinciding with the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe.

On Dec. 11, the gates to the 
grounds will open at 10 a.m. and 
people will be able to congregate 
on the grounds. At 1 p.m. there 
will be a Mass outdoors and the 

reveal and blessing of the large 
images of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
and Saint Juan Diego on top of 
Tepeyac Hill. 

Following Mass, there will be 
activities and festivities including 
food trucks, an apparitions play, 

live music and an opportunity for 
visitors to go up Tepeyac Hill.

The day will conclude around 6 
p.m. as the grounds are prepared 
for the following morning. 

Summit is a night of adoration, 
confessions and praise and worship 
every third Thursday of the Month, 
beginning at 7 p.m., at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
in Oklahoma City, that focuses on 
beauty and Eucharistic adoration. 
Eucharistic adoration provides 
adorers with a moment of intimate 
encounter with our Lord who hum-
bles himself by appearing in the 
form of a consecrated host. These 
moments strengthen and nourish 

those who participate, and often 
provide some of the most powerful 
spiritual experiences.

However, moments like Summit 
are often available only to the youth 
of the Church during events like a 
youth conference or an evening of 
youth group. The office of Youth, 
Young Adult and Campus Ministry, 
who organizes the event, wanted 
Summit to be open to anyone and 
everyone. 

“We love seeing families, college 

students, youth, young adults and 
women’s and men’s groups all come 
together as one Church to praise 
the Lord at Summit,” said Jayce 
Palmer, director of the Office of 
Youth, Young Adult and Campus 
Ministry. 

These Summit nights were envi-
sioned as being “the best date night 
with Jesus in town.” The evening 
begins with the lighting of more 
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Go Make Disciples

Tepeyac Hill festivities rescheduled 
for mid-December

continued on page 20

Evenings focused on beauty and 
Eucharistic adoration fuel prayer, devotion

S U M M I T
E V E R Y 
T H I R D 

T H U R S D A Y
7 - 9 PM

C A T H E D R A L  O F  O U R  L A D Y  O F

P E R P E T U A L  H E L P
3214 N. LAKE AVENUE, OKLAHOMA CITY

A D O R A T I O N

P R A I S E 

A N D

W O R S H I P

C O N F E S S I O N S

Fr. Jerome Krug recently led Summit, a night of adoration, confessions and praise and worship at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. Photo Avery Holt.

continued on page 5



Sooner Catholic2    October 16, 2022

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a May families who have 
lost a child through miscar-
riage find hope and healing 
in Christ. We pray to the 
Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

a St. Mark the Evangelist 
Catholic Church will host a 
craft fair 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. Nov. 
12 at 3939 W. Tecumseh in 
Norman.

a The next Encounter with 
God’s Call at Conception 
Seminary College is Nov. 12-
14. Visit ewgc.org. Contact 
Fr. John Herrera at (405) 
474-5534

a Mount St. Mary Catholic 
High School open house is 
1 p.m. – 4 p.m. Nov. 13 at 
2801 S. Shartel Ave. in Okla-
homa City.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

The liturgical calendar is the Church’s schedule 
of feasts and seasons that mark the rhythm of 
our life of faith. The cornerstone of the liturgical 
year is Sunday, the Lord’s Day, which is always 
a “little Easter.”  We also have seasons such as 
Ordinary Time and days such as Ash Wednesday, 
which begins the penitential season of Lent. We 
have Advent and the Christmas season, and the 
feasts of the various saints we venerate. 

The calendar is also punctuated with faith-af-
firming seasonal devotions. March, for example, is 
a month devoted to pondering the fidelity of Saint 
Joseph. May is Mary’s month. June is devoted to 
honoring the Sacred Heart of Jesus. These devo-
tional times are scattered joyfully throughout the 
year and enable our faith to engrain itself into our 
very movement, our pilgrimage, through this life.

October is the month in which we revisit the 
great beauty of the rosary. The rosary as we know 
it today has ancient roots in Christian prayer hab-
its. The Desert Fathers of the early Church were 
known to use knotted ropes to pray the psalms 
daily. In time, hand-held ropes with small beads 
became an aid in meditating on the great events 
(mysteries) in the lives of Jesus and Mary. 

The very word “rosary” comes from a Latin term 
for a “crown of roses.” The beauty of roses and 
the splendor of the Virgin Mary became insepara-
ble images for Christians beginning in the Middle 
Ages. The rosary is an invitation by Mary, placed 
into our hands, to bring our hearts to Jesus 
Christ. The simplicity of the rosary humbly masks 
the great spiritual power it contains. Those who 
pray the rosary faithfully find great strength and 
peace in meditating on the mysteries of our salva-
tion while devoutly reciting its simple prayers. The 
world can be a deafening and stressful place; to 
linger in a quiet garden of prayer is refreshing and 
soul-healing. 

On Oct. 7, the Church celebrates the Feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary. The day honors the tra-
ditional belief that our Lady entrusted the Domin-
ican Order with the rosary as a spiritual defense 
against false teachings creeping into the Christian 
world at that time. Pope Saint Pius V, himself a 
Dominican, promoted the devotion and estab-
lished the feast day in 1571. 

A titanic naval battle the year before had in-

spired the pope to 
establish the feast. 
Vast Turkish forces, 
their ships powered by 
the labor of Christian 
slaves, were threatening 
the vulnerable Chris-
tian outpost of Cyprus. 
Pope Saint Pius V 
prayed the rosary imploring Mary for a Christian 
victory. Many of the faithful joined the pope and 
the sailors in prayer. The two forces clashed at 
Lepanto, near the Greek port of Corinth. 

Despite all odds, the Christian naval force won 
a decisive victory and checked the advance of 
Turkish expansion. Twelve-thousand Christian 
slaves were freed from their Turkish captors. The 
pope credited Mary’s intercession with the victory 
and the power of the rosary and Mary’s maternal 
protection were recognized by more and more 
Christians. 

Numerous popes have since urged the faithful to 
pray the Rosary daily. Pope Leo XIII, who reigned 
from 1878 until 1903, devoted much of his pa-
pacy’s energy to promoting the rosary, explaining 
that it placed the believer onto the one road to 
God; the believer appeals first to Mary, and then, 
through Jesus, to the Father.

In our times, Pope Saint John Paul II wrote and 
preached often on the beauty of the rosary. In 
2002, he issued an encyclical “Rosarium Virginis 
Mariae,” or Rosary of the Virgin Mary, in which 
he introduced the Luminous Mysteries to the 
centuries-old devotion. Pope Saint John Paul II’s 
advocacy did much to revive the devotion of the 
rosary, and his appeal to young Catholics infused 
new energy and enthusiasm for the ancient but 
ever new beauty of filial devotion to Mary and the 
rosary.  

In 1917, Our Lady appealed to the children of 
Fatima asking them to pray the rosary for the 
conversion of sinners and in a special way for 
Russia. In our time, I encourage all Catholics to 
rediscover the beauty of the rosary and pray it 
daily. Now, as much as in 1917, we need to pray 
for Russia and for peace in Ukraine and through-
out our world.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Our Lady of the Rosary

All praise and glory are
 yours, Lord our God.

For you have called us to 
serve you and one 

another in love.
Bless our sick today so that 
they may bear their illness 

in union with Jesus’ 
sufferings and restore them 

quickly to health.
Bless those who have grown 
old in your service and give 
them courage and strength 

in their faith. 
Lead us all to eternal glory.

We ask this through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your son, who 
lives and reigns with you in 

the unity the Holy Spirit, God, 
forever and ever. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Oct. 16 – Anniversary Mass, 3 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Oklahoma City 
Oct. 18 – Archdiocesan Review meeting, 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Oct. 19 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., Sacred Heart Catholic School, El Reno
Oct. 19 – USCCB Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism, virtual meeting, 2 p.m.
Oct. 20 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Oct. 20 – Meerschaert Society Mass and Luncheon, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Oct. 20 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Oct. 20 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Dedication Executive Committee, 3 p.m., CPC
Oct. 20 – Summit Adoration event, 7 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
Oct. 21 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., Saint John Nepomuk Catholic School, Yukon
Oct. 21 – UCO Broncho Bash, 6 p.m., St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, Edmond
Oct. 22 – Archbishop’s Mass for Medical Professionals, 10 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Oct. 22 – Confirmation, 5:30 p.m., Church of the Epiphany of the Lord, OKC 
Oct. 23 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., Saint Anthony of Padua Catholic Church, Okeene
Oct. 24-27 – Archdiocesan priests’ retreat
Oct. 27 – Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Board of Directors meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
Oct. 28 – School Mass, 8:15 a.m., Sacred Heart Catholic School, OKC
Oct. 28 – USCCB and Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, virtual meeting, 10:30 a.m.
Oct. 29 – Opening Mass for Together in Holiness conference, 8 a.m., Christ the King Catholic Church, OKC
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Ardmore parishioners celebrate 
Our Lady of the Rosary

The Boldt team continues to 
work hard to complete the floor 
in the chapel at the Bl. Stan-
ley Rother Shrine in Oklahoma 
City. The chapel sanctuary floor 
is in the pattern of crosses, 
and the floor in the pew area – 
which seats 144 people – con-
sists of Spanish tile. Bl. Stanley 
Rother’s final resting place will 
be in this chapel.

Rother shrine update

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Saint Mary Catholic 
Church in Ardmore had 
an anniversary celebra-
tion on Oct. 8, which 

concluded a week of events with 
a hamburger cookout for all pa-
rishioners. 

The events began on Sept. 30, 
and included praying the Rosary, 
Mass, adoration and a cookout.

Since the Battle of Lepanto 
in 1571, the Catholic Church 
has dedicated October as the 
month of the rosary. The univer-
sal Church has commemorated 
Oct. 7, specifically as “Our Lady 
of Victory.” The name was lat-
er changed to “Our Lady of the 
Rosary.” The Catholic Church in 
Ardmore was dedicated in 1951 
under her patronage. In front of 
the church stands a statue of 
Mary. 

Paisley Clowe, a longtime pa-
rishioner, describes this statue of 
Mother Mary holding her infant 
child as a “uniquely beautiful 
image because of her honored 
place in the front of the 
parish.”

Father Kevin Ratter-
man, pastor of Saint 
Mary Catholic Church, 
explained that the beau-
ty of the prayer of the 
rosary is its simplicity.

“Some people feel a 
need to make the action 
of praying the rosary 
more complex. Yet, the 
fact that the repetition 
and the approachabil-
ity of praying the rosary make 
it accessible from the youngest 
child to the most senior parishio-
ner. In times of need, it’s a prayer 
that moves quickly off one’s lips 

as a remedy to fear and anxiety. 
The rosary is a method of praying 
which flows from the heart of a 

son or daughter towards a loving 
mother, asking for her prayers and 
intercessions,” explained Father 
Ratterman.

“Instead of dismissing this 

prayer for its simplicity, one 
should allow one’s mind and heart 
to be at ease to rise towards the 
heavenly host. God desires to 
draw near to people, and some-
times the clutter and noise 
of someone’s mind becomes 
a barrier to being open to 
receiving him.”

Father Ratterman went 
on to say, “Sadly, not all are 
blessed with perfect biological 
mothers; yet, deep inside, we 
know what unconditional love 
and acceptance should be. 
The perfect love of Mother 
Mary fills what might be 
missing in our lives, brining 
healing the brokenness that 
is uniquely ours. We live in 
a time when some consider 
being pregnant a medical 

condition to 
be resolved. 
The love of 
Mary makes 
known that 
all are cre-
ated with 
intentionality; 
all are chil-
dren made for 
love.”

Deacon 
Juan Jimenez, 
who works 
with the youth 
of the parish 
said, “Children, 
teenagers and 
young adults 
alike, should be 
taught the signifi-
cance that Marian 
devotion could 
have in every as-
pect of their lives. 
Saint Louis Marie 

Grignion de Montfort wrote in his 
treatise, ‘True Devotion to Mary:’ 
‘All true children of God have God 
for their father and Mary for their 
mother.’ Children, even more so 

than 
adults, 
find it 
natural to 
look with 
confidence 
to their 
mother, 
to entrust 
them-
selves to 
her, and to 
confide all 
their cares, 

worries and 
troubles to 
her mater-
nal solici-
tude.”

“My 
favorite 
part of the 
Rosary is 
the very 
last line 
of the last 
prayer, 
‘ ... that 
while 
meditating 
on these 
myster-
ies of the 

most holy Rosary of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, we may imitate what 
they contain and obtain what they 
promise, through the same Christ 
our Lord. Amen.’ The Rosary is a 
living, breathing prayer and holds 
immense benefits when we bring 
ourselves fully to it,” Clowe said.

Charles Albert is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

Paroshioners at St. Mary Catholic Church in Ardmore celebrated Our Lady of the Rosary on Oct. 8 with a cookout. 
Photos provided.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Diminutive Monsignor 
Theophile Caudron 
arrived in Oklahoma 

in 1907, after his ordination in 
Belgium, to begin a life of ser-
vice with an astounding energy 
and an endearing quirkiness 
that included 53 years as pastor 
of Henryetta.

He began as pastor of 
Langston and built a church 
in Okemah, then moved to his 
beloved Henryetta to begin his 
life-long tenure. Possessing an 
uncanny ability to coerce the 
maximum from money collect-
ed, his frugality was known far 
and wide, but he was not nec-
essarily cheap. The Benedictine 
sisters that operated the school 
were given the princely sum of 
$2 (a significant total for the 
time) each at Christmas with 
the caveat that they must spend 
it on themselves.

Due to his concern for fi-
nances and his penny-pinching 
skills, he was able to build a 
church, school and gymnasium. 
Even the wealthiest parish in 
Tulsa did not have a gymnasi-
um at the time. The school was 
his pride and joy, and he would 
often times arrive unannounced 
and begin repairing or painting 
during the school day, much 
to the delight of the students. 
Another concern was the tem-
perature in the classrooms 
since that entailed heating costs 
simply stating, “Too hot,” and 
off went the stoves. He was also 
known to climb out the window 
of the senior hall to get to the 
rectory roof to repair shingles.

Father Caudron had definite 
opinions on almost everything. 
He didn’t like swimming pools, 

as he stated that he 
“wouldn’t bathe with 

other people why swim 
with them?” As for 
dancing, “Any damn 

fool can push anoth-
er around.”

Funerals were 
seen as an oppor-
tunity to remind 
people of the sin 
of Adam, and their 
participation there-
in. Once he got 
particularly ram-
bunctious when 
delivering his hell-
fire and brimstone 
homily that his false 
teeth shot from his 
mouth. Not missing 
a beat, he found 
them, put them 
back in and contin-
ued his diatribe.

Regardless of his 
eccentricities, it is 
important to point 
out that he served 
his people passion-
ately and protected his flock 
when trouble was afoot. Hen-
ryetta was a mining town and 
housed an operating glass plant 
and labor disputes were numer-
ous. Father Caudron confronted 
unions and companies, whoever 
was in the wrong, in an effort 
to keep families working. He 
was a respected and powerful 
presence whose sense of justice 
was admired even by the United 
Mine Workers president, John 
L. Lewis.

For years he harbored his un-
happiness that he had not been 
named a Monsignor, especially 
with all he had accomplished. 
Lesser lights had received the 
title, why not him? He lobbied 
Bishop McGuinness shame-
lessly to ask Rome to confer 
the honor. His personnel file 
revealed that parishioners had 
extolled his virtue by writing 
letters to the bishop request-
ing the office for their beloved 
pastor. Finally in 1953, he was 

named a domestic prelate and 
was conferred the title of Mon-
signor. He proudly returned 
home to Belgium in full regalia 
and is said to have beamed with 
happiness.

Sister Marie Mundell, whose 
musings in a 1979 “Sooner 
Catholic” article were the basis 
for some of this story, recalled 
when she was transferred to 
a school in Tulsa after eight 
years in Henryetta, “The sen-
sitive, provocative qualities of 
the big little man were visible 
in his parting words. ‘Ya, Sis-
ter,’ he said, waving his hand 
and looking proudly over his 
accomplishments, ‘have you 
ever seen such a ting? But we 
are only small potatoes here in 
Henryetta.’ Then with his chest 
swelling and his 5’4” stretching 
to almost 5’8” he added, ‘But tell 
me frankly, can any big potato 
in Tulsa match this?’”

Despite never serving in a city 
parish, Theophile Caudron was 
anything but a small potato.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Next month, November, is Na-
tive American Heritage Month. 
It’s a time 
to honor 
the sacri-
fices and 
contribu-
tions of 
American 
Indians 
to their 
country, their community and 
their faith.

It’s also a time to remember how 
cultural awareness can help avoid 

stereotypes and bring 
honor and dignity to the 
many tribes, nations and 
clans around the world. 

Please be aware during 
this time of year that 
many of the Native Amer-
ican “costumes” sold for 
Halloween and Thanks-

giving are not culturally accurate 
or appropriate. 

The regalia worn by American 
Indians should reflect the rich 
history, tradition and meaning 
of the clothing, and “costumes” 
should be avoided. 

Resources to help families, 
schools and parishes appreciate 
the history of American Indians 
in Oklahoma and the Catholic 
Church can be found online at the 
Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of the American Indian – 
americanindian.si.edu/nk360.

A message from the office of 
American Indian Catholic Outreach

Monsignor Caudron, 1953
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continued from page 1

than 30 candles and placing 
them on special, handmade 
stands around the altar. Then 
a brief reflection is given by a 
priest before processing from 
the back of the cathedral to 
expose the Blessed Sacrament 
on the altar. After a brief mo-
ment of silence, music begins to 
accompany clouds of incense in 
filling the air of the cathedral. 
The atmosphere is then com-
pleted with a spotlight coming 
down from the choir loft to 
highlight the monstrance on 
the altar. These elements were 
carefully chosen to create a 
space that allows for contem-
plation, prayer and adoration of 
our Lord.

The music is provided by Still 
Morning, a worship duo from 
Oklahoma City. It is a combi-
nation of original songs, popu-
lar praise and worship hymns 
and traditional Latin chants 
that typically accompany ado-
ration. Confessions are heard 
by the many priests around the 
Church to ensure everyone who 
wishes to experience God’s mer-
cy is able to do so. 

Near the end of the adoration 
time, one of the priests takes 
the monstrance and processes 
around the Church, bringing 
the Lord up-close to everyone 
in the pews. At the end of the 
evening, there is an opportunity 

for fellowship at the reception in 
the Connor Center. 

Spending time in front of the 
blessed sacrament is neces-
sary for the soul on the journey 
toward heaven. When people 
gather to worship the Blessed 
Sacrament in adoration, they 
have no choice but to be en-
countered by him in an intimate 
way. The beauty of the evening 
has a way of removing obstacles 
to prayer that can trick a person 
into believing prayer is fruitless 
without something “meaningful” 
to say. Appealing to the senses 
can be an encouragement on a 
long journey. 

Summit is a fruit of the Eu-
charistic Revival in the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City. The 
revival is a national movement 
in response to the declining 
number of Catholics who believe 
in the real presence of Christ 
in the Eucharist. The revival in 
Oklahoma City began in June 
with the Corpus Christi proces-
sion from Bishop McGuiness 
Catholic High School to the 
cathedral. Summit is an ongoing 
event that lifts the soul toward 
heaven and brings participants 
closer to Jesus.

Summit is every third Thurs-
day of the month, beginning at 
7 p.m., at the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, 3214 N 
Lake Ave. in Oklahoma City.

Fr. Jerome Krug at Summit, which is held every Thursday at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. Photos Avery Holt.
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Rosemary Lewis

Rosemary Lewis is the exec-
utive assistant to Archbishop 
Coakley. She has been with 
the chancery for 11 years. 
Outside of the chancery, she 
enjoys cooking for family and 
friends, gardening and chat-
ting with her granddaughters 
who live in North Carolina, 
ages 4 and 8 months.

Fr. William Novak, V.G., celebrated 
the Blue Mass for law enforcement 
and first responders on Sept. 29 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. 
The guest speaker was author and 
hostage negotiator Dan Oblinger. 
Photos Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

Blue Mass
for law enforcement and 

first responders

An encore of the documenta-
ry, “Mother Teresa: No Greater 
Love,” will be in select movie 
theaters Nov. 2 and Nov. 3. 
Showtimes are at 7 p.m. Nov. 
2, at AMC Quail Springs 24, 
2501 W. Memorial in Oklahoma 
City, and Regal Warren Theatre 
Moore Plus IMAX, 1000 Tele-
phone Rd. in Moore. 

The documentary was filmed 
on five continents and features 
both institutional archives and 
the apostolates of the Mission-
aries of Charity. Learn more at 
fathomevents.com.
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On Sept. 27, the Feast Day of Saint 
Vincent dePaul, Vincentians from 
across the archdiocese gathered 
at Corpus Christi Catholic Church 

in Oklahoma City. The evening started with 
Mass in the church, celebrated by Father Tang 
“Titus” Pau. During his homily, he noted how 
important the work of the Saint Vincent dePaul 
Society is in today’s world.

“Saint Vincent de Paul knew that God had 
sent him to bring good news to the poor, and 
the society works tirelessly to achieve this goal,” 
Father Titus said. “The Society is all about love 
for its fellow man,” explained Father Titus.

At the end of Mass, Father Titus led a com-
missioning service for all those in attendance. 
Vincentians recommitted to be faithful to the 
society so that they might grow in spirituali-
ty and friendship to serve the suffering in the 
archdio-
cese.

A 
potluck 
dinner 
followed 
in the 
parish 
hall. 
Following 
dinner, 
Jim Ray was commissioned as the new pres-
ident of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society for 
the archdiocese to a three-year term. Ray was 
the former president of the Saint Philip Neri 
Conference, and past president of the North 
Central District Council. Ray thanked out-go-
ing president, Noreen Valadez, for her service, 
not only to the poor in the community, but to 
the growth of the society under her leadership 
and guidance.

During her six years as president, the main 
goal for Valadez was for the society to revital-
ize, engage and grow.  

“As Catholic laity we are all 
called to follow the example of 
Christ. There is no better way 
than to help the unfortunate. 
We are following the Gospel of 
Matthew to feed the hungry. 
This is how we grow spiritu-
ally and follow the example of 
Christ,” said Valadez.  

Valadez has several future 
projects planned post pres-
idency, including assisting 
with tornado and disaster 
relief in the Seminole area. 

“Leadership positions in 
the society are described as 
‘servant leaders’ following 
the example of Christ. It is a 
blessing to be in this position, 
to serve among those seeking 
to grow spiritually and who 
do such great work helping 

the poor and disadvantaged. I 
hope to continue the growth of 
the society here in the archdi-
ocese, building on what Nor-
een has accomplished,” said 
Ray. “The position can be tough, but it is so 
gratifying. I get so much energy working with 
such great people who want to help.”  

The society now has 23 conferences in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, and more than 
5,000 conferences in the United States. Found-
ed in 1833, it is a worldwide organization of lay 
Catholics who follow Christ’s call to serve the 

poor. The founding activity of the Home Visit 
is still practiced today. Vincentians establish 
personal relationships with those in need, not 
only by material assistance but also by offering 
friendship, understanding and prayer.

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic. Julie Murray contributed to this 
article.

Feast day celebration of Saint Vincent de Paul 
By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Vincentians from across the archdiocese gathered on Sept. 27 at 
Corpus Christi Catholic Church in Oklahoma City to celebrate the 
Feast Day of St. Vincent dePaul. Photos provided.
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St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church in Newkirk celebrated 
their patron saint Oct. 1 - 2, in 
recognition of his feast day, Oct. 
4. Saturday morning, parishio-
ners brought their pets, which 
included dogs, a cat and two 
chickens, to be blessed in honor 
of St. Francis, the patron saint of 
animals. Following Mass Sunday 
morning, parishioners met in the 
church gym for a potluck lunch. 
Photos Everett Brazil/Sooner 
Catholic.

Fr. Joseph David and Dcn. Eulis Mobley conducted a blessing of the pets’ ceremony 
on Oct.5, at Prince of Peace Catholic Church in Altus. The Court St. Francis of Peace 
of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas sponsored the event. They collected pet 
food, toys, blankets, leashes, bowls and treats for the Altus Animal Shelter. They also 
made snuffle mats to give to each family that adopts a pet from the local shelter. 
Photos provided.

WITH GOD’S CALL
ENCOUNTER

“I came to Encounter With God’s Call during my junior 
year of high school and it changed my perspective on 
what I thought seminary would be like. I saw the love 
that the men had for each other and more importantly 
for Christ. Seeing the fraternity and how prayer was 
incorporated in their lives was important for me when 
I was discerning. I had countless worries about the 
seminary, but they did not go away until I came to 
experience it. After being able to come here and pray, I 
could see more clearly how God was calling me.”

– Jessie Ortiz
Diocese of San Angelo

CCoonnttaacctt  RReevv..  JJoohhnn  HHeerrrreerraa  ffoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oorr  ttoo  ssiiggnn  uupp::  ((440055))  447744--55553344

Fr. Zak Boazman blessed pets on Oct. 7 at Cristo Rey OKC Catholic 
High School in Oklahoma City. Photos provided. 

Blessing of the Pets

To send photos, 
event information or 
story ideas, e-mail 

communications@archokc.org.

Submission deadlines and 
publication dates can be found at 

soonercatholic.org.
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• Oct.  18 and 19: 
Deacon Fernando Hernan-
dez, St. James the Greater 
Catholic Church, Oklaho-
ma City.

• Oct.  25 and 26: Jeff 
Casey, St. John Nepomuk 
Catholic Church, Yukon.

“Make Straight the Way” 
broadcasts on Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio Tuesdays at 
3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., 
and Wednesdays at 3:30 
p.m. Listen online at okcr.
org.

OKLAHOMA CITY & TULSAOKLAHOMA CITY & TULSA
Oklahoma City - 97.3 FM

Tulsa - 94.9 FM

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM

Clinton - 98.3 FM
Edmond - 100.9 FM
Elk City - 100.7 FM

Lawton - 88.3 FM
Ringwood - 104.9 FM

Enid - 104.9 FM
Shawnee - 107.1 FM

Woodward - 93.3 FM

SPANISH STATIONSSPANISH STATIONS
East OKC - 97.7 FM
West OKC - 99.3 FM

LISTEN ONLINE
okcr.org/listen

“Make Straight 
the Way”

hosted by 
Dcn. Larry Sousa

OMRF Teen Leaders class includes Bishop 
McGuinness, Mount St. Mary students

OKLAHOMA CITY — Eight students from 
Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School and 
Mount St. Mary Catholic High School are par-
ticipating in the Oklahoma Medical Research 
Foundation’s Teen Leaders program.

 The program, now in its 10th year, helps 
selected students learn about biomedical 
research, leadership, the fundamentals of 
nonprofit fundraising and development, board 
structure, networking and using social media 
for good.

 This year’s class includes 50 students from 
around the state. The goal is to equip these 
students to become agents of change within 
their Oklahoma communities. 

 Teen Leaders from Catholic schools are: 
  • Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 

School: Zitali Armenta, Avary Cronic, Margot 

Knudtson, Isabella Kosters, Rachel Tate, Laura 
Wright

• Mount St. Mary Catholic High School: 
Thomas Doan, Maria Roquemore

 “OMRF interested me because it allowed me 
to get hands-on research for a potential career 
pursuit,” said Kosters, a Bishop McGuinness 
senior. “It gives me a chance to lead and volun-
teer with others who have common interests, 
as well.”

 Doan, a senior at Mount St. Mary, said he 
aspires to help improve the lives of others, 
“and one of the most effective ways to do so 
is through community service. I applied to 
the Teen Leaders program because I believed 
it would not only directly assist OMRF in its 
mission, but also allow me to help positively 
impact my community.”

 Group meetings began Sept. 13 and will 
continue through April. While last year’s pro-
gram was conducted primarily online due to 
COVID-19, a full return to in-person activities 
is expected this year. 

Students also will coordinate a special event 
in the spring to conclude the program.

“This program has provided first-hand com-
munity engagement experience to more than 
300 students over its first decade,” said Teen 
Leaders Coordinator Caroline Allen. “We’ve 
seen many participants go on to make a sub-
stantial impact in Oklahoma. We’re excited to 
see what the future holds for our newest class.”

 Applications for the 2023-24 program will 
open in January. For more information or to 
sign up for application reminders, visit omrf.
org/teen.

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School engineering students have 
been hard at work on sketches to 
familiarize themselves with engi-
neering design. These sketches 
began as simple objects in class 
on graph paper. The sketches 
helped engineering students in 
the brainstorming process and 
laid the foundation for build-
ing future projects. After basic 
sketches, technical sketches fur-
ther developed students’ sketch-
ing and thinking skills. 

“Student growth in these skills 
has been exponential. They un-
derstand the ‘why’ and have not 
only increased in their individual 
sketching abilities, their patience 
and attention to details has 
grown. I am super proud of how 
well they are progressing,” MSM 
Engineering Teacher, Jessica 
Thompson, said.

Photos provided.

MSM engineeringMSM 
One-Act 
Play Team
The Mount St. 
Mary Catholic 
High School 
One-Act Play 
Team claimed 
the 5A Regional 
Champion Title 
on Oct. 6. The 
Rocket team also 
won the stage 
tech award and 
five cast members 
were named to the 
all-star cast. Those 
cast members are: 
Greiner Gumerson, 
Kedon Gumerson, 
Andrew Cleary, 
Diego Cardenas and 
Hanna Andreassen. 
Photos provided.



T
he Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City recog-
nizes the importance 
of forming all married 

couples, from newlyweds to 
empty nesters, to live out their 
vocation in holiness and joy. 
As Saint John Paul II famously 
said, “As goes the family, so 
goes the nation, and so goes 
the entire world in which we 
live.” 

It is critical that families in 
the Church are empowered to 
understand and live out their 
vocation.

To promote greater formation 
for couples, the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Saint 
John Paul II Foundation are 
working together to bring the 
first Together in Holiness mar-
riage enrichment conference to 
the archdiocese on Saturday, 
Oct. 29. 

The conference will take place 
from 8 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. and 
will be hosted at Christ the 
King Catholic Church, 8005 
Dorset Dr. in Oklahoma City in 
Nichols Hills. 

The following are just a few 
of the positive comments from 
previous conference attendees 
across the country:

“The Together in Holiness 
conference was wonderful. We 
don’t often have a lot of oppor-
tunities to sit together in a qui-
et room, so we really appreciat-
ed having a whole day set aside 
to be together. It’s important 
to invest time in a marriage so 
you can stay on the same page 
with your spouse. These con-
ferences are an investment that 
can continue to yield fruit for 
years to come!” 

“Since our kids have left for 
college, our prayer life became 
individualized. At the confer-
ence, after we prayed together, 
we put a plan in place to pray 
together.”

For couples interested in 
attending the Together in Holi-
ness marriage enrichment conference, the 
full schedule, list of speakers and registra-

tion information are available at forlifeand-
family.org/events/th22-okc/.

People also can contact Conference Co-

ordinator Amanda Abi-Samra via e-mail at 
amanda@forlifeandfamily.org or by phone 
at (832) 779-1070 for more information.
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Archdiocese to host first marriage 
enrichment conference 

“Marriage helps us build our faith 
in the Lord”

Dale and Stella Dirkschneider will cel-
ebrate 25 years of marriage this year. 
Part of their plans to celebrate this 
milestone included attending the annu-
al Anniversary Mass on Oct. 16 at The 

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma 
City. Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass and recog-
nized couples celebrating a milestone wedding anni-
versary – 25, 40, 50 years, etc.

The Dirkschneiders were married on June 7, 1997, 
at Saint John Nepomuk Catholic Church in Yukon. 
Below is a glimpse of their marriage journey and the 
advice they share with other married couples. 

How long have you been married?
We have been married for 25 years.

When and how did you two meet?
We met through prayer meetings in 1995. We 

worked together in Saint Vincent DePaul in the Indi-
an Conference before getting married.

What advice do you have for other married cou-
ples or newlyweds?

Praying together is very important. We also make 
sure to go to confession monthly. Celebrating with 
family is very important; this is the second marriage 
for both of us, so including everyone around us is 
very important to us. We also feel that it is very im-
portant to get involved in the Church.

What is the most memorable vacation you have 
taken together?

We went on a pilgrimage trip to Medjugorje in 2011.

What do you think is the significance of the sacrament 
of marriage?

It is very important. It is where we continue to receive grace 
from the Lord, and it helps us stay close to the Church. The 
sacrament of marriage is also important because it helps us 
grow together as a couple and it helps us grow in our faith. 
The sacrament of marriage also helps us build our faith in 
the Lord. 

For more information about the annual Anniversary Mass, 

contact Lisa Carrasco in the archdiocesan Office of Marriage 
and Family Life at (405) 709-2709; lcarrasco@archokc.org.

The first Together in Holiness Conference is also coming 
up on Oct. 29, at Christ the King Catholic Church, 8005 
Dorset Dr. in Oklahoma City. This conference is a marriage 
enrichment initiative that inspires couples to grow together 
in holiness. Archbishop Coakley will celebrate Mass at the 
conference and there will be speakers and programming to 
enrich the marriages of those who attend. Register online at 
togetherinholiness.org.

Courtney Rhone is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By Courtney Rhone 
The Sooner Catholic

Dale and Stella Dirkschneider

TOGETHERINHOLINESS.ORG
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Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass in remembrance of babies lost before birth or 
during infancy on Oct. 1 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma 
City. Photos Fran Kozakowski/Sooner Catholic.

40 Days for Life 
The fall 40 Days for Life cam-

paign in Edmond and Oklaho-
ma City is Sept. 28 – Nov. 6. It 
is a focused pro-life campaign 
with a vision to access God’s 
power through prayer, fasting 
and peaceful vigil to end abor-
tion. To sign up, or to get more 
information, for the campaign 
at 619 N.W. 23 St. in Oklaho-
ma City contact Mike Hurney 
at mike.hurney@outlook.com. 
For the campaign at 1601 S. 
Boulevard in Edmond contact 
Tori Nunn at Warrior-For-
Christ@outlook.com. Sign up 
is also available 40daysforlife.
com.

40 Days for Life Rosary
Pray the Rosary for an end 

to abortion on Sundays during 
the fall campaign for 40 Days 
for Life.  The Rosary will be 
prayed on Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 
30 and Nov. 6. The Oklaho-
ma City Rosary is 2 p.m. each 
Sunday. Contact Mike Hurney 
at mike.hurney@outlook.com. 
The Edmond Rosary is 3 p.m. 
each Sunday. Contact Tori 
Nunn at Warrior-For-Christ@
outlook.com. 

Rosary for Life
Pray the Rosary for Life, 

9:30 a.m., every Saturday at 
Our Lady of Lebanon Catho-
lic Church, 500 Alameda St., 
Norman. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com
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Mount St. Mary homecoming
Mount St. Mary Catholic High School homecoming was Sept. 

30. The MSM student council chose “Blast off to Vegas” as the 
theme, with different dress up days for each day of the week. 
Senior Kyla Spain was elected homecoming queen, along with 
attendants Skylar Gueneri, Mckenzie Ellis, Kaitlyn Halley and 
Bella Huckaby. Priests from parishes around Oklahoma City 
drove the Rocket homecoming court to the 50-yard line and 
senior football players walked the court during the ceremony. 

(left to right) Fr. William Novak, V.G., St. Francis of Assi-
si Catholic Church, Oklahoma City, MSM Graduate Class of 
1985; Fr. Donald Wolf, Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Okla-
homa City and Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine; Fr. Jerome 
Krug, St. Eugene Catholic Church, Oklahoma City, Chaplain 
Mount St. Mary Catholic High School, MSM Graduate Class of 
2011; Fr. John Metzinger, St. John Nepomuk Catholic Church, 
Yukon; Fr. Bill Pruett, St. James Catholic Church, Oklahoma 
City.

Not pictured, but escorted MSM homecoming court by vehi-
cle to the football field were: Fr. Raymond Ackerman, St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church, Edmond and Former President of 
MSM; Fr. Kelly Edwards, St. Eugene Catholic Church, Weath-
erford; Fr. Rex Arnold, Christ the King Catholic Church, Okla-
homa City, MSM Board of Trustees.

Kenneth Gumerson, MSM Student Council president

Photos/Lindsay Tesio Photography.
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an administrative 
assistant to provide support for the 
Department of Catholic Education 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center. The 
assistant will coordinate schedules, 
facilitate communication, manage 
school and parish reporting needs, 
assist in managing events, submit 
invoices and credit statements, 
maintain files and perform other 
administrative duties, including 
answering calls and maintaining 
office supplies. Previous office ex-
perience and proficiency in Micro-
soft Word, Excel and PowerPoint 
is required. Proficiency with the 
Google platform is also desired. 
Must be a practicing Catholic in 
good standing with the Church. 
Send cover letter and resume to  
humanresources@archokc.org.

Director of music, organist – 
Shrine

The Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine is seeking a full-time direc-
tor of music and organist to collab-
orate with clergy and other ministry 
leaders to administer a multifacet-
ed liturgy and music program by 
connecting with the various forms 
and styles of the parish choir and 
musicians to inspire a blend of 
cultural and traditional repertoires. 
The director will oversee all music 
and provide organ accompaniment 
for English and Spanish weekend 
Masses, holy days, school Masses, 
special liturgies and archdioce-
san events. Must have a degree or 
equivalent certification in music or 
similar area of study, experience 
in organ performance and choral 
direction in a Catholic liturgical 
setting, an understanding of GIRM 
and the rubrics of the Roman 
Missal, and fluency in English and 
Spanish. The starting salary range 
is $55,000 – $65,000, commensu-
rate with education and experience. 
The position comes with generous 
retirement and insurance benefits, 
with many of the plans, includ-
ing health and dental, at no cost 
to the employee. The shrine will 
include an Allen Organ GX-350 in 
the church, and a Viscount Sonus 
245 in the chapel. Schoenstein and 
Co. has been selected to build a 
pipe organ for the shrine, pending 
a successful fundraiser. Send cover 
letter and resume, including links 
to recorded audio or video samples 
of performances (on YouTube, etc.), 
to humanresources@archokc.org.

Executive assistant – OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a full-time execu-
tive assistant to provide adminis-
trative services for members of the 
administration and finance senior 
staff. The executive assistant will 
be a primary point of contact 
among executives, clergy and 

staff throughout the archdiocese. 
Responsibilities include maintain-
ing databases and coordinating 
compliance documents; organizing 
calendars and meetings, distrib-
uting agendas and transcribing 
minutes; tracking expenses and 
payments and maintaining office 
supply inventory. Required compe-
tencies include being highly orga-
nized with the ability to prioritize 
and anticipate needs, excellent 
computer skills in Microsoft Word, 
Excel and PowerPoint, exception-
al attention to accuracy, and the 
ability to communicate in a profes-
sional manner in a multicultural 
environment. Must also be a prac-
ticing Catholic with previous office 
experience who is fluent in English 
and Spanish. Generous retirement 
and insurance benefits, with many 
of the plans, including health and 
dental, at no cost to the employee. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Executive assistant – OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center is 

seeking an executive assistant in 
the Secretariat for Stewardship 
and Development to prepare and 
manage donor correspondence 
and acknowledgements, sched-
ule meetings and make necessary 
reservations, prepare and distrib-
ute board and committee agendas 
and meeting minutes. Responsible 
for maintenance and management 
of all relevant databases and will 
help organize and coordinate office 
procedures to ensure effectiveness 
and efficiency, including invento-
ry of office supplies. Must be able 
to independently manage a wide 
range of administrative tasks. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Cook, event hospitality - OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center is 

seeking a part-time cook and event 
hospitality person to assist with 
meal preparation in the staff dining 
room and refreshment set-up and 
replenishment for meetings and 
conferences. The flexible schedule 
will be 20-30 hours per week and 
will include most weekends and 
some evenings. Kitchen experience 
in food preparation preferred; cus-
tomer service-related experience a 
plus; high school diploma a must. 
A background check and safe envi-
ronment training will be required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an administrative 
assistant to provide support for 
the department of evangelization 
and discipleship at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center. The assistant will 
coordinate schedules, facilitate 
communication and registration 
for departmental events, submit 
invoices and credit statements 
and perform other administrative 
duties, including answering calls 
and maintaining office supplies. 

Previous office experience and 
proficiency in Microsoft Word, 
Excel and PowerPoint is required. 
Must also be a practicing Catholic 
in good standing with the Church. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Director of communications – 
Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
seeking a director of communica-
tions to oversee all aspects of com-
munication, media relations and 
promotion of the shrine. Minimum 
three to five years of experience 
in public relations, journalism or 
marketing; bachelor’s degree in a 
related field and must be a prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing. 
Bilingual in English and Spanish 
is desired, but not required. To 
learn more, visit rothershrine.org. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinator of volunteer   
services - Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
is seeking a volunteer coordinator 
to oversee the daily management, 
coordination and support of volun-
teers at the shrine. Job duties will 
include recruiting, training, sched-
uling, supervising and recognizing 
volunteer efforts in support of pil-
grimage activities as well as spe-
cial events and celebrations held 
at the shrine. Applicant must be 
a Catholic in good standing, have 
a minimum of two years’ relevant 
experience or a bachelor’s degree in 
a related field, exhibit an interest 
in volunteerism and community 
building and demonstrate the abil-
ity to communicate effectively with 
diverse populations. Leadership 
experience with volunteer groups 
within the Catholic Church is 
preferred. Fluency in Spanish is a 
plus. Must have a desire to evange-
lize and to promote devotion to Bl. 
Stanley Rother. Send resume and 
cover letter to humanresources@
archokc.org.

Senior director of development, 
outreach – OKC

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a senior director of development 
and outreach to lead and manage 
the development and community/
parish engagement department’s 
support of the agency’s long-term 
objectives, support to program 
staff and all related activities. 
Primary functions include the 
planning and execution of agen-
cy fundraising strategies and 
supporting marketing, public 
relations, parish engagement and 
volunteer coordination activities 
undertaken by supervised staff. 
The director will work closely 
with the executive director, and 
senior staff, to ensure that the 
mission objectives are funded and 
understood. Bachelor’s degree in 
applicable field. Advanced degree 
preferred; Ten years of progres-
sive fundraising and supervision 

experience or equivalent; history of 
soliciting single gifts of $10,000 or 
more from corporations, founda-
tions and individuals; experience 
with event management of 400 or 
more guests. Send cover letter and 
resume to Dcn. Dave Ashton at 
dashton@ccaokc.org.  

Bilingual attorney – OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a bilingual attorney to assess indi-
viduals’ eligibility for immigration 
relief and represent individuals 
before USCIS and the immigration 
court. Must be member in good 
standing of the bar of any state. 
(Oklahoma State Bar preferred); 
Fluent in the reading, writing and 
speaking of Spanish; One to two 
years of immigration law experi-
ence preferred, but willing to train 
the right candidate. Send cover 
letter and resume to Kenia Castillo 
at kcastillo@ccaokc.org.

Marketing, volunteer 
coordinator – OKC 

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a marketing and volunteer coor-
dinator to assist with social me-
dia and website postings; provide 
effective and timely coordination of 
all volunteer activities; help pro-
duce and distribute internal and 
external collateral and fortify the 
structure of the volunteer program 
and enhance the culture of volun-
teerism throughout Catholic Char-
ities. High school diploma and 
at least two years of experience 
directly related to the responsibil-
ities specified; Bachelor’s degree 
preferred; valid Oklahoma driver’s 
license and clean driving record, 
fluency in written and spoken 
English and fluency in Spanish 
preferred. Send cover letter and 
resume to Carly Akard at cakard@
ccaokc.org.

Music director – Harrah
St. Teresa of Avila Catholic 

Church in Harrah is seeking a 
part time music director/organist. 
Responsibilities include directing 
the parish choir, Saturday and 
Sunday Masses with funerals and 
weddings as needed. Send resume 
to staharrah@gmail.com.

Behavior interventionist - OKC
The Good Shepherd Catholic 

School and Clinic is seeking a 
part-time behavior interventionist 
to work with students with autism, 
or other challenging behaviors, 
at three locations. High school 
diploma (or equivalent) required, 
bachelor’s degree (or pursuing) in 
psychology, social work, education 
or related field preferred. One year 
experience in ABA, childcare or 
related occupation. Must posses 
excellent verbal and written com-
munication skills and a willing-
ness to learn behavioral concepts 
and tablet-based software for data 
collection. E-mail resume to gscs@
goodshepherdcs.org. 

If you have ever had a strong 
desire to change your life in order 
to have greater satisfaction and 
fulfillment, I highly recommend 
you read “The Grace of Enough.”

This 152-page book is packed 
with inspirational quotes, real-life 
examples and challenging tips on 
how to free yourself from the cur-
rent reality and to journey with the 
vision of “pursuing less and living 
more in a throwaway culture.”

Haley Stewart, Catholic author, 
podcaster and speaker, has done a 
wonderful job sharing the journey 
she and her family took in pur-
suit of a lifestyle centered around 
home, family and relationships.  

Dissatisfied with their “cycle of 
working harder and longer while 
enjoying life less,” Stewart and 
her husband, Daniel, decided they 
and their three children would sell 
their current home, pare down 

their personal belongings and 
move to a sustainable farm out-
side of Waco, Texas.  

The decision did not come easy, 
as they would be leaving their 
comfortable home and friends to 
live in a 650-square-foot apart-
ment – with no flushing toilet. 
Daniel would have to give up his 
job, Haley would have to homes-
chool their children and the entire 
family would need to learn how to 
live the Gospel of Jesus.

The content of the book is divid-
ed into three main parts, each part 
having a few chapters. Part one fo-
cuses on “returning to our roots,” 
part two is about “reconnecting 
with what makes us human” and 
part three covers “centering our 
disconnected lives at home.”

Stewart did a great job supplying 
a spiritual quotation underneath 
each chapter title and I found this 
quite useful as it established a 
clear focus for the related content. 
There are quotations from Pope 
Francis, G.K. Chesterton, C.S. 

Lewis and other spiritual authors.  
I also found it easy, and at times 

humorous, to connect with the 
real-life exam-
ples Stewart 
shared. Per-
haps the best 
example might 
be when the 
parents tried 
to explain how each family mem-
ber was going to have to adapt to 
the non-flushing toilet. 

“Okay kids. Here’s how it 
works. You sit on the seat like 
it’s a regular potty and do your 
business. Put the toilet paper 
in the potty and then scoop up a 
cupful of sawdust from this buck-
et here. Dump the sawdust on top 
and it keeps the bathroom from 
getting smelly. Got it?” I can only 
imagine how the children, or any 
of us, might have reacted to the 
situation. 

Stewart seems to be a great 
storyteller as she blends referenc-
es from Pope Francis’ encyclical, 

“Laudato Si,” with real-life steps 
for us to take as we make our own 
journey, and for living out the 

Gospel: offering hospitality, 
reviving food 
culture, recon-
necting with the 
land, nurturing 
community, 
centering life 
around home, 
family and rela-
tionships.“The 
Grace of Enough” 
made me stop 
and think about 
my own life and 

of steps I can take to simplify it.If 
you feel you are in a rut and are 
ready to do something about it, 
this book is for you.

Author Haley Stewart will be at 
the Together in Holiness confer-
ence Oct. 29 at Christ the King 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
City.

John H. Dolezal is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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Psychedelic drugs, new mental health treatments
Making Sense of Bioethics

Book Review: “The Grace of Enough”

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

Researchers are investigating a new gen-
eration of drugs for treating mental illness 
derived from psychedelic substances. A mole-
cule known as psilocybin, for example, found 
in “magic mushrooms,” appears to be helpful 
in treating patients with depression. Although 
these powerful psychoactive substances can 
be abused for their hallucinogenic/psychedelic 
properties, several strategies can help assure 
their therapeutic use in an ethically-sound way 
for the treatment of mental illness.

One strategy involves an approach known as 
“microdosing.” A microdose relies on a fraction 
of the dose that typically causes a hallucino-
genic, psychedelic experience. Anti-depressant 
benefits have been reported with doses a tenth 
to a twentieth of the psychotropic “tripping 
dose,” thereby avoiding a full-blown psychedel-
ic experience.

A 2022 study published in the journal “Na-
ture” by researchers from the University of 
British Columbia confirmed that at one month 
post treatment, psilocybin microdosers demon-
strated greater observed improvements in 
mood and mental health when compared to 
non-microdosed controls.

In addition to psilocybin, a faster-acting psy-
chedelic drug known as dimethyltryptamine, 
or DMT, is also being studied for its ability 
to provide durable antidepressant activity for 
some patients, with benefits reportedly lasting 
three-five months following treatment. 

Psychedelic-assisted approaches show par-
ticular promise when combined with psycho-
therapy sessions to treat severe depression or 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) or both. 
Following a microdosing session, an individual 
may report feeling more emotionally tender, 
more sensitive to his or her own feelings, and 
more open to breaking out of neurotic thought 
loops. 

In the hands of a skilled therapist, it may be 
possible to use that period of reflection to help 
a patient find his or her way through a past 
trauma. Integration becomes quite important, 
as the therapist seeks to “imprint” new insights 
and create new pathways. 

Some clinicians have emphasized that with-
out supportive interventions and appropriate 
psychotherapy, if a painful experience is un-
locked, there is a risk of re-traumatization and 
severe stress. Individuals being treated with 
psychedelics might be triggered to confront un-
anticipated and painful memories; alternative-
ly, visceral, uncomfortable or frightening expe-
riences may be provoked, potentially making 
matters worse for an individual who is seeking 
improved mental health. Accompaniment and 
therapy in psychedelic treatment is, therefore, 
particularly important. An already-established, 
trusted and tested relationship with a psycho-
therapist is invaluable prior to turning towards 
approaches that rely on drug-induced alter-
ations of one’s mental state.

Although the physiological safety of psyche-
delics is relatively well established, psychologi-
cal and psychiatric effects are less predictable, 
with effects that depend on setting, health, 
mood, belief systems and cultural environ-
ment. A good measure of caution and circum-
spection are required, and these agents should 
only be used under skilled supervision. People 
have entered into states of psychosis after 
experimenting with psychedelic drugs. Experi-
encing a “bad trip” can leave individuals with 
flashbacks for years. If someone is already on 
the brink of psychosis or despair, the wrong 
experience could be very damaging.

When it comes to psychotherapy, moreover, 
not all practitioners will necessarily be equally 
competent. The adage, “Be careful who you al-
low to walk in the landscape of your mind,” im-
plies that care and practical wisdom are called 
for when pursuing professional guidance and 
support. A competent Catholic psychotherapist 
can assist with treatment from a holistic angle 
that integrates spiritual, religious and psycho-
logical dimensions, all of which may be needed 
for healing therapies to be most effective.

Young people require special attention and 
protection from drug-induced effects. Early 
exposure to mind-altering drugs can turn into 
disastrous multi-year stretches with various 
addictions. Mind-altering drugs raise the pros-

pect of 
pushing 
youth 
with 
fragile, 
still-de-
veloping 
neural 
circuits 
“over the edge” and leading them into a future 
marked by struggles with substance dependen-
cies.

For more extreme cases of depression, pa-
tients receiving larger psychedelic doses than 
microdoses have also sometimes reported 
enduring improvements. Advocates for the 
use of psychedelic substances note that while 
some may recoil at the prospect of “tripping” or 
encountering distortions in perception, those 
facing severe depression already have a highly 
distorted perception and that such drugs may 
help derail patterns of neural activity that un-
derlie these distortions. 

As clinical work with psychedelic substances 
advances, we may begin to see the development 
of other variants of these molecules that will of-
fer desirable therapeutic outcomes without the 
“hallucinations” that are often seen as a barrier 
for these types of drugs. 

Recognizing a certain eagerness on the 
part of the public to become early adopters of 
psychotropic therapies, e.g. marijuana treat-
ments promoted on limited evidence, it re-
mains important to emphasize how prudence 
and caution are in order. In the words of one 
researcher, “public uptake of microdosing has 
outpaced evidence, mandating further prospec-
tive research.” 

As these drugs begin to appear on the scene 
for valid therapeutic purposes, it will be im-
portant to acknowledge the risks and dangers 
of non-monitored or self-administered psyche-
delics, even as we seek to identify and carefully 
minister to mental health subpopulations that 
may benefit significantly from these novel and 
promising approaches.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Nuestra Señora del Rosario

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

El equipo de Boldt sigue trabajan-
do duro para completar el piso de 
la capilla del Santuario Bl. Stanley 
Rother en Oklahoma City. El piso 
del santuario de la capilla tiene un 
diseño de cruces, y el piso de la 
zona de los bancos, con capacidad 
para 144 personas, es de baldosas 
españolas. El lugar de descanso 
final del Beato Stanley Rother será 
en la capilla.

El calendario litúrgico es el programa 
de fechas y tiempos de la Iglesia que 
marcan su ritmo de vida y de fe. La 
piedra angular del año litúrgico es el 
Domingo, el Día del Señor, el cual es 
como una “pequeña pascua”. Tenemos 
otros tiempos como el Tiempo Ordinario 
y días como el Miércoles de Ceniza, con 
el cual comienza el tiempo penitencial 
de la Cuaresma. Tenemos también el 
tiempo Adviento y de Navidad, y las 
fiestas de varios santos que veneramos. 

El calendario está también lleno de 
devociones que afirman la fe. Marzo, 
por ejemplo, es un mes dedicado a 
meditar en la fidelidad de San José.  
Mayo es el mes de María.  Junio está 
dedicado a honrar al Sagrado Corazón 
de Jesús. Estos tiempos devocionales 
están felizmente situados a lo largo del 
año y nos permiten que nuestra fe se 
arraigue en nuestro propio movimiento, 
nuestra peregrinación, a través de esta 
vida.

Octubre es el mes en el que revisi-
tamos la gran belleza del rosario. El 
rosario, tal como lo conocemos hoy en 
día, tiene raíces antiguas en los hábitos 
de oración cristianos. Sabemos que los 
Padres del Desierto de la Iglesia primiti-
va usaban nudos para rezar los salmos 
diariamente. Con el tiempo, unas cuer-
das con pequeñas cuentas se usaban 
para ayudar en la meditación de los 
grandes acontecimientos (misterios) de 
las vidas de Jesús y María. 

La palabra “rosario” proviene de un 
término latino para una “corona de 
rosas”. La belleza de las rosas y el 
esplendor de la Virgen María se con-
virtieron en imágenes inseparables 
para los cristianos a partir de la Edad 

Media. El rosario es una invitación de 
María, puesta en nuestras manos, para 
llevar nuestros corazones a Jesucristo. 
La sencillez del rosario esconde hu-
mildemente el gran poder espiritual que 
contiene. Aquellos que rezan fielmente 
el rosario encuentran gran fuerza y paz 
en meditar en los misterios de nuestra 
salvación mientras recitan devotamente 
sus sencillas oraciones.  El mundo 
puede ser un lugar ensordecedor y es-
tresante; quedarse en un jardín tran-
quilo de oración nos renueva y sana 
nuestra alma. 

En octubre 7, la Iglesia celebra la Fi-
esta de Nuestra Señora del Rosario. El 
día honra la creencia tradicional de que 
Nuestra Señora confió a la Orden de los 
Dominicos el rosario como una defensa 
espiritual contra las falsas enseñanzas 
que crecían entre los cristianos de ese 
tiempo. El Papa San Pío V, dominico él 
mismo, promovió la devoción y estab-
leció el día de la fiesta en 1571. 

Una batalla naval titánica el año 
anterior habría inspirado al Papa a 
establecer la fiesta. Numerosas fuerzas 
turcas, con barcos propulsados por el 
trabajo de esclavos cristianos, amenaz-
aban el vulnerable puesto de avanzada 
cristiano de Chipre. El Papa San Pío V 
rezó el rosario implorando a María por 
una victoria cristiana. Muchos de los 
fieles se unieron al Papa y a los mari-
neros en oración.  Las dos fuerzas se 
enfrentaron en Lepanto, cerca del puer-
to griego de Corinto. 

Contra todo pronóstico, la fuerza 
naval cristiana obtuvo una victoria 
decisiva y frenó el avance de la expan-
sión turca. Doce mil esclavos cristia-
nos fueron liberados de sus captores 

turcos. El Papa 
atribuyó la vic-
toria a la inter-
cesión de María 
y el poder del 
rosario y la pro-
tección maternal 
de María fueron reconocidos por más y 
más cristianos.  

Desde entonces, numerosos papas 
han instado a los fieles a rezar el Rosa-
rio diariamente. El Papa León XIII, que 
reinó desde 1878 hasta 1903, dedicó 
gran parte de la energía de su papado 
a promover el rosario, explicando que 
dirigía al creyente en un camino hacia 
Dios; el creyente ruega primero a María, 
y luego, a través de Jesús, al Padre. 

En nuestros tiempos, el Papa San 
Juan Pablo II escribió y predicó a 
menudo sobre la belleza del rosario. En 
2002, publicó la encíclica “Rosarium 
Virginis Mariae”, o Rosario de la Virgen 
María, en la que introdujo los Misterios 
Luminosos a la devoción centenaria.  La 
defensa del Papa San Juan Pablo II hizo 
mucho para revivir la devoción del rosa-
rio, y su llamado a los jóvenes católicos 
infundió nueva energía y entusiasmo 
por la antigua, pero siempre nueva 
belleza de la devoción filial a María y al 
rosario.  

En 1917, Nuestra Señora les pidió a 
los niños de Fátima que rezaran el ro-
sario por la conversión de los pecadores 
y de una manera especial para Rusia. 
En nuestro tiempo, invito a todos los 
católicos a redescubrir la belleza del 
rosario y rezarlo diariamente. Ahora, 
tanto como en 1917, necesitamos orar 
por Rusia y por la paz en Ucrania y en 
todo nuestro mundo.

Originalmente programados 
para el 5 de noviembre, los 
eventos relacionados con el 
Cerro del Tepeyac en el sitio 
del Santuario del Beato Stan-

ley Rother ahora están programados para 
el 11 y 12 de diciembre, coincidiendo con la 
Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe.

El 11 de diciembre, las puertas de los 
terrenos del santuario se abrirán a las 10 
a. m. y la gente podrá congregarse allí. A 
la 1 p. m. habrá una Misa al aire libre y el 
develamiento y bendición de las grandes 
imágenes de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 
y de San Juan Diego en la cima del Cerro 
del Tepeyac.

Después de la Misa, habrá actividades y 
festividades que incluyen camiones de co-
mida, una obra de teatro de las apariciones, 
música en vivo y una oportunidad para que 
los visitantes suban al Cerro del Tepeyac.

La jornada concluirá alrededor de las 6 
p.m. mientras se preparan los terrenos para 
la mañana siguiente.

El 12 de diciembre, la mañana comenzará 
con mañanitas a las 5 a.m., seguido por el 
rosario, pan dulce y la posibilidad de que la 
gente visite los predios y el Cerro del Tepey-
ac. Las mañanitas consisten en una serena-
ta tradicional a Nuestra Señora de Guada-
lupe en su día de fiesta.

Ambos eventos son gratuitos y abiertos al público. Al tratarse 
de eventos al aire libre, las condiciones climáticas también 

pueden afectar los horarios del día. Se puede encontrar más 
información sobre estos eventos en línea en rothershrine.org/
tepeyac-hill.
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Fiestas del Cerro del Tepeyac reprogramadas 
para mediados de diciembre

Un fin de semana de Encuentro Matrimonial Mundial, en es-
pañol, se celebrará del 21 al 23 de octubre en el Centro Pastoral 
Católico, 7501 Northwest Expressway en Oklahoma City. Pón-
gase en contacto con Efrén y Mary Palacios al (405) 474-4250.

Caja de trabajos
¡El Santuario del Beato Stanley 

Rother está contratando!

Las posiciones actuales incluy-
en director de Comunicaciones y 
coordinador de servicios de volun-
tariado

Director de comunicaciones / 
Director of communications – 
Santuario

El Santuario del Beato Stanley 
Rother está buscando un director 
de comunicaciones para supervis-
ar todos los aspectos de la comu-
nicación, las relaciones con los 
medios y la promoción del santu-
ario. Debe contar con experiencia 
mínima de tres a cinco años en 
relaciones públicas, periodismo 
o marketing; licenciatura en un 
campo relacionado y debe ser un 
católico practicante con buena 
reputación. Se desea, pero no se 
requiere, ser bilingüe en inglés y 
español. Para obtener más in-
formación, visite rothershrine.
org. Enviar currículum y carta de 
presentación a humanresources@
archokc.org.

Coordinador de servicios de 
voluntariado / Coordinator of 
volunteer services – Santuario

El Santuario del Beato Stan-
ley Rother está buscando un 

coordinador de voluntarios para 
supervisar la gestión diaria, la 
coordinación y el apoyo de los 
voluntarios en el santuario. Los 
deberes del trabajo incluirán el 
reclutamiento, la capacitación, la 
programación, la supervisión y el 
reconocimiento de los esfuerzos 
de los voluntarios apoyando las 
actividades de peregrinación, así 
como los eventos y celebraciones 
especiales que se llevan a cabo en 
el santuario. El solicitante debe 
ser católico con buena reputación, 
tener un mínimo de dos años de 
experiencia relevante o una licen-
ciatura en un campo relacionado, 
mostrar interés en el voluntariado 
y la construcción de comunidades 
y demostrar la capacidad de co-
municarse de manera efectiva con 
diversas poblaciones. Se prefiere 
la experiencia de liderazgo con 
grupos de voluntarios dentro de 
la Iglesia Católica. La fluidez en 
español es una ventaja. Debe tener 
el deseo de evangelizar y promover 
la devoción al Beato Stanley Roth-
er. Enviar currículum y carta de 
presentación a humanresources@
archokc.org.

Visite Sooner Catholic Jobs Box 
en archokc.org/jobs-box para ob-
tener más información.



Shrine Tepeyac Hill dedication 
Dec. 11

Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 
of the archdiocese and guests at 1 
p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 11 at the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine in Okla-
homa City for an outdoor Mass 
and the blessing of Tepeyac Hill 
and the images of St. Juan Diego 
and Our Lady of Guadalupe. This 
event is open to the public and 
will feature Mass, entertainment, 
food trucks and more. Find more 
information at rothershrine.org/
tepeyac-hill.

Mañanitas of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Dec. 12

Celebrate the Feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe on Monday, Dec. 12, 
with Mañanitas at the Bl. Stanley 
Rother Shrine in Oklahoma City. 
Starting at 5 a.m. there will be 
Mañanitas (a song to Our Lady), a 
rosary, pan dulce and an opportu-
nity to see the shrine campus and 
Tepeyac Hill. Learn more at rother-
shrine.org/tepeyac-hill.

Rother shrine dedication 
Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 

of the archdiocese, bishops and 
guests for the dedication of the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine on Friday, 
Feb. 17, in Oklahoma City. The 
dedication will be the centerpiece of 
a week-long celebration and is open 
to the public. Seating will be limited 
and available on a first-come, first-
serve basis. Find more information 
at rothershrine.org/dedication.

Rother store
Find items such as rosaries, 

prayer cards, books and Guate-
malan crafts at the Rother Store 
online at rotherstore.com.

Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa and  
St. Gregory’s Abbey have  
launched the Oklahoma Catholic 
Native Schools Project to better 
understand the history and experi-
ences of native students in Okla-
homa Catholic boarding schools 
from 1880 to 1965. To contribute 
documents, photographs or an 
oral history, e-mail info@  
oknativeschoolsproject.org.   

Learn more at archokc.org/  
oknativeschoolsproject.

One month free
St. Ann Retirement Center at 

7501 W. Britton Rd. in Oklahoma 
City is offering one month free in 
its independent living community. 
Limited time offer. Contact (405) 
721-0747, Ext. 322.

Visitation 
The Secular Order of the Dis-

calced Carmelites of the Bl. Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. Teresa 
of Jesus Community of Oklahoma 
will be having visitations of their 
orders during October, November 
and December. Anyone inspired 
by the spirituality of St. Teresa of 
Jesus and St. John of the Cross 
can contact Letty Silva, O.C.D.S., 
formation director, at (405) 706-
4817 or Susan Staudt, O.C.D.S., 
president, at (405) 473-6328.

Grand House dinner
The Knights of Columbus coun-

cil at St. Eugene Catholic Church 
is hosting a dinner at Grand 
House Asian Bistro at 6 p.m. 
Oct. 18. The dinner will have five 
courses and a wine pairing with 
each course. Cost: $60, includes 
tax and gratuity. Contact Steve 
Chastain at (405) 408-8931.  Make 
checks payable to K of C Council 
10822 and mail to Steve Chastain 
at 12532 Deep Wood Creek Dr., 
Oklahoma City, OK 73142.

Legacy Society Mass
Archbishop Paul Coakley and the 

Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma 
want to honor people who have 
remembered their church, school 
or other Catholic ministry in their 
estate planning with a Mass at 
11:30 a.m. Oct. 20 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway in Oklahoma City. 
Participants will be formally wel-
comed into the Bishop Meerschae-
rt Legacy Society. RSVP by Oct. 
17, to Owen Canfield at ocanfield@
cfook.org or (405) 709-2745.

Bronco Bash
The annual Broncho Bash is 

6 p.m. Oct. 21 in the Great Hall 
at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church, 900 S. Littler Ave. in Ed-

mond. Proceeds from the evening 
of games, food and dancing bene-
fit UCO campus ministry efforts. 
Wine pull and raffles. Raffle tick-
ets: $25 per ticket or five for $100; 
Dinner: $150 pp; Sponsor a table: 
$1500, Each table will have eight 
seats; six seats for guests, two for 
UCO students. Contact Emily San-
chez at (405) 990-7386.

Medical Mass 
Archbishop Coakley invites 

everyone to the Mass for Medical 
Professionals at 10 a.m. Oct. 22 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. 
in Oklahoma City. Guest speak-
er is Dr. Natalie King. Register at 
archokc.org/medicalmass.

Merciful mother’s retreat
A retreat for every stage of moth-

erhood, “The Merciful Mama” is 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m. Oct. 22 at St. John 
Nepomuk Catholic Church, 600 S. 
Garth Brooks Blvd. in Yukon. Re-
treat led by Lauren Nelson, creator 
of Gathering Manna. Cost $25 pp. 
Childcare available; $10 per child 
(four or more children free). Regis-
ter at sjnok.org/news. 

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “The Gift of 

Stability in a Chaotic World,” pre-
sented by Abbot Lawrence Sta-
syzen, O.S.B., is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Oct. 22 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
1900 W. MacArthur St., Shawnee. 
Attendees must pre-register by 
e-mailing retreats@monksok.org 
or call (405) 878-5656. Cost $30 
pre-paid or $35 at the door. Lunch 
included.

Lebanese food festival
Our Lady of Lebanon Catholic 

Church is having a Lebanese her-
itage and food festival 11 a.m. – 7 
p.m. Oct. 22 at 500 Alameda in 
Norman. 

Halloween carnival
The St. Charles Borromeo Catho-

lic School annual Halloween carni-
val is 5:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. Oct. 28 at 
5000 N. Grove in Oklahoma City. 
Dress up and enjoy games, food, 
bingo and candy. Proceeds benefit 
the school.
Bingo

The Knights of Columbus Fam-
ily Bingo is 6:30 p.m. Oct. 28 at 
St. James the Greater Catholic 
Church, 4210 S. McKinley in 
Oklahoma City. All games $10. 
Door prizes. Food available for 
purchase, served at 5:45 p.m. All 
players receive a raffle ticket for 
a LG 50-inch LED TV to be given 
away in October. October birth-
days recognized.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

is having a weekend to strengthen 
and build up marriages Oct. 28-30 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in Oklahoma City. Contact Bryan 
and Karen Berland at bkberland@
gmail.com or (405) 850-4274. Ap-
ply at meoklahoma.org.

Dia de los Muertos dinner
The Enid Catholic community is 

hosting a Dia de los Muertos din-
ner fundraiser at 6 p.m. Oct. 29 at 
St. Francis Leven Center, 110 N. 
Madison in Enid. Tickets $30, in-
cludes dinner and drink. Adults 21 
and older. Festive cheerful attire 
award for best dressed. Raffle tick-
ets $5, available from St. Francis 
Xavier Catholic Church religious 
education office in Enid. Proceeds 
benefit Totus Tuus and Steuben-
ville trip. 

Early application
Early application opens for the 

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School Class of 2027, on Nov.1. 
Visit mountstmary.org.

OU alumni tailgate
St. Thomas More Catholic 

Church is inviting all OU alumni 
to a tailgate Nov. 5 at 1535 Jen-
kins Ave. in Norman. The event 
begins three hours before the OU 
game. RSVP: tinyurl.com/sooner-
catholics. Contact Janna Clare 
Garza at jannaclare@stm-ou.org. 

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “Advent … 

Resetting the Clock,” presented 
by Fr. Boniface Copelin, O.S.B., is 
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Nov. 12 at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacAr-
thur St., Shawnee. Limited seat-
ing. Attendees must pre-register by 
e-mailing retreats@monksok.org 
or call (405) 878-5656. Cost $30 
pre-paid or $35 at the door. Lunch 
included.

Craft fair - Mustang
Holy Spirit Catholic Church will 

host a craft fair 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Nov. 12 at 1100 N. Sara Rd. in 
Mustang.

Holiday market, health fair 
Vendor booths are available for 

the St. Ann Retirement Center 
holiday market and health fair 
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Nov. 12 at 7501 
W. Britton Rd. in Oklahoma City. 
Booths are $35 and include one 
lunch and one table. Contact Lisa 
or Kimberly at (405) 721-0747. 

Sooner Catholic18  October 16, 2022

Briefs
October 16, 2022    19Sooner Catholic

October 

16   Twenty-Ninth Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

16   The Secular Franciscan Order 
       (OFS) St. Francis of Assisi 
       Fraternity of Central Okla-
       homa meets at 2 p.m. on the 
       third Sunday of the month 
       at St. Eugene Catholic 
       Church in Ross Hall. Interest-
       ed individuals can join. Con-
       tact Bill Full, OFS minister, at 
       billfull@cox.net.

16   Anniversary Mass, 3 p.m., 
       The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
       Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake 
       Ave., Oklahoma City.

16   40 Days for Life Rosary, 2 
       p.m., 619 N.W. 23 St., Okla-
       homa City and 3 p.m., 1601 
       S. Boulevard, Edmond.

17   Feast of St. Ignatius of 
       Anitoch.

17   Monthly Novena to the Infant 
       Jesus of Prague begins.

18   Feast of St. Luke.

18   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
       west Expressway, OKC. Visit 
       serraokc.org.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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4889, 5168, 8523, 9900, 

11648, 11909, 12819, 12382, 
16367

Pierce Agency

Jake Stone 
405-923-3048 

jake.stone@kofc.org 
Councils: 1044, 3113,  

1533, 9334, 10822, 13366

Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018,  
2019 and 2020.
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18   Suicide grief support group, 6  
        p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis of 
        Assisi Catholic Church, 1901 
        N.W. 18, Oklahoma City

18    St. Eugene Catholic Church 
        Knights of Columbus coun-
        cil dinner, 6 p.m. Oct. 18, 
        Grand House Asian Bistro, 
        2701 N. Classen Blvd., Okla-
        homa City. Cost: $60, in-
        cludes tax and gratuity. 
        Contact Steve Chastain, (405) 
        408-8931.

19   Feast of Sts. John de Brebeuf 
        and Isaac Jogues and 
        Companions.

20    Feast of St. Paul of the Cross.

20    Catholic Foundation of Okla-
        homa Legacy Society Mass, 
        11:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral 
        Center, 7501 Northwest 
        Expressway, Oklahoma City.

21    Broncho Bash, 6 p.m. St. 
        John the Baptist Catholic 
        Church, 900 S. Littler Ave., 
        Edmond. Contact Emily 
        Sanchez, (405) 990-7386.

21   Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
        ter weekend in Spanish, Oct. 
        21-23, Catholic Pastoral Cen-
        ter, 7501 Northwest Express-
        way, Oklahoma City.

22   Feast of St. John Paul II.

22   Day of Reflection, “The Gift of    
       Stability in a Chaotic World,” 
       8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m., St. Grego-
       ry’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacAr-
       thur St., Shawnee. 

22   “The Merciful Mama” mother’s 
       retreat, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., St. 
       John Nepomuk Catholic 
       Church, 600 S. Garth Brooks 
       Blvd., Yukon.

22   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
       a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. Contact Con-
       nie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com

22   Mass for Medical Profession-
       als, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of 
       Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
       3214 N. Lake Ave., Oklahoma 
       City.

22   Lebanese heritage and food 
       festival, 11 a.m.– 7 p.m., Our 
       Lady of Lebanon Catholic 
       Church, 500 Alameda, 
       Norman.

23   Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary 
       Time.

23   40 Days for Life Rosary, 2 
       p.m., 619 N.W. 23 St., Okla-
       homa City and 3 p.m., 1601 S. 
       Boulevard, Edmond.

24   Feast of St. Anthony Mary 
       Claret.

28   Feast of Sts. Simon and Jude.

28   Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
       ter weekend, Oct. 28-30, 
       Catholic Pastoral Center, 
       7501 Northwest Expressway, 
       Oklahoma City.

28   St. Charles Borromeo Cath-
       olic School Halloween carni-
       val, 5:30 p.m. – 9 p.m., 5000 
       N. Grove, Oklahoma City.

28   Bingo, 6:30 p.m., St. James 
       the Greater Catholic Church, 
       4210 S. McKinley, Oklahoma 
       City.

29   Together in Holiness confer-
       ence, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m., Christ 
       the King Catholic Church, 
       8005 Dorset Dr., Oklahoma 
       City.

29   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
       a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com

29   Dia de los Muertos dinner 
       fundraiser, 6 p.m., St. Francis 
       Xavier Catholic Church, 110 
       N. Madison, Enid.
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Tepeyac Hill festivities rescheduled 
for mid-December

continued from page 1

On Dec. 12, the morning will begin with 
Mañanitas at 5 a.m., followed by a rosary, pan 
dulce and the ability for people to visit the 
grounds and Tepeyac Hill. Mañanitas is a tra-
ditional serenade to Our Lady of Guadalupe on 
her Feast Day.

Both of these events are free to attend and 
open to the public. As these are outdoor events, 
weather conditions may also affect the sched-
ules of the day. More information about these 
events can be found online at rothershrine.
org/tepeyac-hill.


