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Go Make Disciples

Seminarians look to Bl. Stanley for 
inspiration, encouragement

God is calling men you know. Will you help them answer Him?

Seminarian Education Fund 2022  |  Give Online: archokc.org/seminarianfund  |  Give by Phone: 405-709-2745

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

For many priests, the discernment 
process leading up to the decision 
to become a seminarian is based 
on their own unique experiences of 

the Church. Current seminary students from 
Oklahoma are unique in that they have an ex-
tremely special source of inspiration in Blessed 
Stanley Rother.

With Oklahoma at the center of historic 
events surrounding Bless-
ed Stanley, his influence 
on all people has been 
deeply felt, especially by 
young men considering a 
vocation to the priesthood. 

Nathaniel Boyd, a junior 
at Conception Seminary 
College, follows the exam-
ples set by Blessed Stan-
ley — particularly when 
he is in need of encour-
agement and inspiration. 

¨Being able to identify 
with Blessed Stanley gives 
him a special place in my 
life that I hope to contin-
ue cultivating,” said Boyd. 
“I truly admire Blessed 
Stanley’s dedication to the 
priesthood. Throughout 
his life, he put God’s call 
first, whether persevering 
in seminary or returning 
to his flock in Guatema-
la.” 

Like any student study-
ing away from home, Boyd 
has experienced moments 
of being homesick and 
overwhelmed. A resident 
of Oklahoma City, whose 
home parish is Saint 
John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Edmond, Boyd 
looks to Blessed Stanley 

for solace when he needs a boost of encourage-
ment. 

“Blessed Stanley’s vocation journey has, like 
many seminarians I’d imagine, pushed me to 
persevere when time at seminary hits hard 
points,” explained Boyd. 

As Boyd looks forward to possibly one day 

becoming a priest, Blessed Stanley’s influence 
continues to serve as a beacon of hope and 
inspiration. In particular, he hopes to be as 
steadfast in his devotion to hearing and an-
swering God’s call as Blessed Stanley was. 

“I am so grateful for the example Blessed 
Stanley set by the way he lived his life, so that 
his example could encourage me in mine,” said 
Boyd.

Dominick Denney, currently in his spirituality 
year at Saint John Vianney Theological Semi-
nary in Denver, has also found a common bond 
with Blessed Stanley. 

“One quality that I really admire about Bless-
ed Stanley is his love and devotion to the people 
entrusted to his care,” said Denney. “My heart 
has been set aflame with a great zeal for souls, 
and this is a quality that I certainly share with 
him. Being able to share in the joys, but also 
the sorrows, of this zeal with him has been 
such a gift.”

Denney, whose home parish is Saint Francis 
Xavier Catholic Church in Enid, explained how 
Blessed Stanley’s story has inspired him in his 
own vocation.

“In the past years of my formation, there have 
been many moments in which I was unsure 
of where the road would lead,” Denney said. 
“Blessed Stanley has inspired my vocational 
journey through his unwavering trust in God’s 
providence.”  

Although Blessed Stanley has served as an 
inspiration for clergy and laypeople, his par-
ticular influence on seminarians is one that 
will create a deep and lasting impact on the 
Church.

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the  
Sooner Catholic.

Dominick Denney at the 2022 Bl. Stanley Feast 
Day Mass celebrated by Archbishop Peter Wells in 
Okarche. Photo provided.

Nathaniel Boyd

Dominick Denney

Bl. Stanley Rother at seminary
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a For our friends and rel-
atives who have died. May 
God lead them to the joy 
of heaven and send us his 
comfort and peace. We pray 
to the Lord. Lord, hear our 
prayer.

a The next Retrouvaille 
weekend is Nov. 18-20. 
Retrouvaille helps couples 
through difficult times in 
their marriages. Visit hel-
pourmarriage.org. Contact 
Oklahoma Retrouvaille at 
(405) 443-3541; okc@  
retrouvaille.org.

a The Central Region 
Council of Catholic Women 
presents “Theology of the 
Eucharist” with speaker Fr. 
Daniel McCaffrey 9 a.m. – 
Noon Nov. 19 at Epiphany 
of the Lord Catholic Church, 
7336 W. Britton Rd. in 
Oklahoma City. Enter on the 
west side in the patio room. 
Contact Jodi Ford at (405) 
831-8340, or e-mail ford@
wingspreadrecords.com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

On the Via Veneto just north of the Piazza Bar-
berini in Rome is a well-known church called 
Santa Maria della Concezione dei Cappucini. To 
many tourists it is more popularly known as “the 
bone church.” While this Capuchin church has 
many notable artistic features, these are not what 
make the church famous. Nor does its stately Ital-
ianate façade make it particularly noteworthy in a 
city filled with architectural marvels. Instead, this 
church is famous because of its crypt, which con-
tains a number of strangely decorated chapels.

In 1631, Cardinal Antonio Barberini, a Capuchin 
friar, ordered that the remains of hundreds of Ca-
puchin friars be exhumed from their cemetery. The 
bones of these friars were arranged in the crypt to 
become arches and columns, aedicules and orna-
ments surrounding the altars in a macabre display 
of post-renaissance piety.

Today, the crypt or ossuary, contains the re-
mains of some 4,000 friars who had died between 
the 16th to the 19th centuries. On a large plaque 
visitors read the “memento mori,” a remembrance 
of death, in three languages: “What you are now, 
we once were; what we are now, you shall be.”

Situated at the heart of the Christian mystery is 
this reality of death and an acknowledgment of its 
certainty for all of us. German Catholic philoso-
pher Josef Pieper notes, however, that death is hid-
den away in polite bourgeois society. In our secular 
culture we find what he refers to as “the materi-
alistic trivialization of death.” Death becomes a 
statistic, seen as the mere consequence of an act of 
violence, tragedy or sickness, and simply the end 
of personal existence.

In our Catholic tradition, death maintains an ap-
propriate place on our liturgical calendars and cel-
ebrations. The beginning of the month of November 
illustrates this rather poignantly. On Nov. 1 and 
Nov. 2, we remember all who have died in faith.

On Nov. 1, All Saints Day, we celebrate everyone 
who has passed through the portal of death and 
who are rejoicing in the vision of God in Heaven. 
These are the saints – the citizens of the Heavenly 
Jerusalem, people of every vocation and state in 
life. Their deaths bear witness to the glory of the 
resurrection, a glory that Christ first revealed to 
his apostles when he rose victorious over death. It 
is a glory offered to each of us who are called to be 
saints in virtue of our baptism. Some of us are for-
tunate to have met someone declared to be a saint 
by the Church.

I have had the privilege of meeting two canonized 

saints, Saint John Paul 
II and Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta. Some among 
us knew Blessed Stan-
ley Rother, our Okla-
homa martyr. Saints 
are real people! Many 
of us know people who 
lived lives of unmistakable holiness, but who may 
never publicly be declared saints by the Church. 

The saints are all those who enjoy the vision of 
God in Heaven whether known or unknown to us 
on earth. Holy Mother Church obliges us to cele-
brate all of these on Nov. 1: All Saints Day.

On Nov. 2, All Souls Day, we commemorate our 
loved ones who have gone before us “marked with 
the sign faith.” We pray for them, and we entrust 
them to God’s mercy. This day summons us to re-
member in charity those from whom we have been 
separated by death. It affirms our belief that to 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven, we must be spotless 
and pure. 

If that purification has not been completed in 
this life, it will happen after death before we can 
enter the presence of God; thus, the reality of pur-
gatory comes to the Catholic mind. On this day, 
Nov. 2, we express our solidarity with those mem-
bers of the Church suffering the final purification 
of purgatory as we affirm our common pilgrimage 
to the Kingdom of Heaven where the Church tri-
umphant lives in everlasting glory.

On these two days, we acknowledge the mystery 
of death as the path to eternal life. It is important 
that our liturgy and piety commemorate these days 
appropriately, for as Benedict XVI reminded us, 
“Attitudes to dying determine attitudes to living. 
Death becomes key to the question: What really is 
man?” 

We celebrate the witness and glory of the saints 
in heaven, we assist the soon-to-be saints in pur-
gatory by our prayers, and we reflect on our own 
call to become saints – the meaning and direction 
of our lives. “Am I living purposefully with an eye 
fixed on the glory that awaits us with Christ and 
the saints in heaven?” 

The bones of the Capuchins decorate the crypt 
chapel in Rome not merely as a warning about 
shortness of life, but as an affirmation about the 
beauty of a holy death and the glory that awaits us 
in the Heavenly Jerusalem.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Living with purpose

God our Father, 
you made each of us
to use our gifts in the 

Body of Christ.
We ask that you inspire

young people whom 
you call to priesthood and 

consecrated life
to courageously follow 

your will.
Send workers into your 
great harvest so that the 

Gospel is preached,
the poor are served with love,

the suffering are comforted
and your people are 
strengthened by the 

sacraments.
We ask this through 

Christ our Lord.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Nov. 1 – School Mass with Mount St. Mary High School, 9:50 a.m., Sacred Heart Church, OKC 
Nov. 3 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals luncheon, 11 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC
Nov. 4 – SSM Health Saints Ball, 6:30 p.m., National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum, OKC
Nov. 8 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 10 – Mass, 9:30 a.m., Center of Family Love, Okarche
Nov. 10 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee, 2 p.m., CPC
Nov. 10 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Dedication Executive Committee, 3 p.m., CPC 
Nov. 11 – Mass of Candidacy with Permanent Deacon Class, 7 p.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel at CPC
Nov. 12 – USCCB Administrative Committee meeting, 1 p.m., Baltimore
Nov. 12 – Institute for Priestly Formation Advisory Council meeting, 6 p.m., Baltimore
Nov. 13 – USCCB Divine Worship Committee, 12:30 a.m., Baltimore.
Nov. 13 – USCCB Religious Liberty Committee, 6 p.m., Baltimore

October is Respect Life Month, 
and the new Carried and Loved 
ministry puts light onto another 
aspect of the pro-life month, that 
of losing a child in the womb, 

which is a challenging subject for many women 
and families.

“During the month of October, the Church 
asks us to reflect on how life should be cher-
ished from the moment of conception. A com-
mon conversation amongst Catholic women 
is on one of the hardest, yet most beautiful, 
teachings of the faith – being open to life, 
which goes hand in hand with being pro-life. 
And as all too many women are aware, being 
open to life, also means you are open to death,” 
explained Stephanie Stovall, of Carried and 
Loved. “Carried and Loved hopes to be a soft 
place for the heart to land when navigating the 
logistics of losing a child in the womb. By pro-
viding parents with an abundance of resourc-
es – from blessings available to the grieving 
family, to what to expect during delivery, this 
ministry eases the burden of answering the 
questions parents hoped to never have to ask.”

Stovall went on to explain that while people 
should be, as a Church, always pushing pro-
life efforts forward, some mothers have experi-
enced a sense of neglect from the Church when 
they experienced a miscarriage. 

“This is at no fault of our Mother Church, 
who does provide many ways to honor a baby 
lost in the womb. The problem is, there has not 
been enough of a highlight on what our Church 
does offer grieving parents,” Stovall elaborated. 

“This ministry started to come together when 
a few of us moms were connected in 2016. We 
all had our own experiences with pregnancy 
and infant loss and knew that more support 
needed to be made available to families in their 
grief. We found an incredibly supportive com-
munity at the parish of Saint John the Baptist 
Catholic Church in Edmond. The parish nurse 
at the time, Marilyn Seiler, formed a support 
group that met monthly. A couple of us even-
tually became co-facilitators of the group and 
it was a really wonderful experience of healing 

for those of us involved. Over time, interest 
in the support group started to drop off and 
by the time the pandemic hit, we had pretty 
much decided to stop meeting. There was also 
a wonderful group of women doing this work 
at Epiphany of the Lord Catholic Church, but 
I think their experiences were similar to ours,” 
said Rachel Ketchmar, of Carried and Loved.

Kretchmar added that throughout the pan-
demic, some of the members continued to 
receive phone calls from families experiencing 
loss and looking for 
help. A few of them 
met and decided 
that the ministry 
needed to contin-
ue, but that they 
needed to shift their 
approach. Families 
were reaching out to 
the ministry for sup-
port, but a support 
group didn’t seem to 
be filling the need of 
what families want-
ed. This led to the 
creation of Carried 
and Loved. 

“We are simply 
a group of moms 
who know how 
overwhelming and 
isolating it can be 
to lose a baby and 
who desperately 
wished for more support as we experienced our 
losses. There is so much that we didn’t know. 
I would have loved to have a friend take me by 
the hand and walk with me through the process 
of miscarrying and the physical and emotional 
aftermath of pregnancy loss. Our hope is that 
this ministry can help guide families as they 
navigate their loss with everything from guid-
ance about delivery, and what to expect as they 
deliver, how to make burial arrangements with 
information about local options, grief support, 
etc. We would love to be able to offer one-to-
one peer support and to also see this grow into 
a parish-based ministry where Churches have 
their own Carried and Loved team to help with 
meals and more personalized care following a 

family’s loss. There is so much we can all do to 
affirm families in their love and grief for their 
babies and a goal of this ministry is also to raise 
awareness of this type of loss,” Ketchmar said.

Stovall said she is thankful Archbishop Coak-
ley lovingly celebrated the first Mass for Preg-
nancy and Infant Loss on Oct. 1. She reported 
that it was a beautiful testimony to the reality 
that the Church does truly cherish each life 
from the very moment of conception.

“Losing a baby in the womb is an excruci-
ating pain that is 
so very multi-lay-
ered. From dealing 
with well-inten-
tioned comments 
that cut you to the 
core, to the physi-
cal and emotional 
feeling of empti-
ness in your body 
… no one should 
be left to navigate 
this loss on their 
own. Unfortunately, 
this is where many 
women find them-
selves. The problem 
is, there has not 
been enough of a 
highlight on what 
our Church does 
offer grieving par-
ents. Thanks be to 
God, in our arch-

diocese that is changing now more than ever,” 
Stovall concluded.

For more information about Carried and 
Loved, visit carriedandloved.com.

Another support ministry is Catholic Miscar-
riage Support, catholicmiscarriagesupport.com. 
This website provides information on topics 
ranging from grief support to the physical 
process of miscarriage and what people need 
to know, burial information, speaking with 
siblings about the loss and more. The ministry 
wants parents to know they are not alone, and 
that many people who have walked this jour-
ney would like to walk it with others. 

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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A new ministry for those experiencing a miscarriage 
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

The Pilgrim Center at the Bl. Stanley 
Rother Shrine, which will start wel-
coming pilgrims from all around the 
world after the shrine’s dedication on 
Feb. 17, is growing and taking amaz-
ing shape. The progress continues as 
windows, doors and dry wall are be-
ing installed and finished. The Pilgrim 
Center will contain a welcoming area 
to the visiting pilgrims, the offices of 
the shrine staff and a museum where 
people will get to know about the 
extraordinary life of Bl. Stanley Roth-
er – whose life and heroic martyrdom 
will encourage and inspire pilgrims to 
follow his example and dedicate their 
lives to serving God and others. 

Blessed Stanley Rother pray for us!

Rother shrine update

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

“The death penalty does little to heal the 
wounds of grief and loss, and as a state that 
supports the sanctity of human life for the 
unborn, we need to continue to build a soci-
ety that chooses life in all situations. We must 
stop the cycle of violence and end the use of 
the death penalty. This barbaric practice is an 
outdated method of punishment that is plagued 
with errors and controversy. Please join me in 
praying for Brianna Cole, the soul of Benjamin 
Cole, their families, and for the corrections staff 
involved in carrying out the execution.”

Archbishop Coakley’s 
statement on the 

execution of 
Benjamin Cole
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

As Veterans Day 
approaches, it 
seems appro-

priate to acknowledge 
the service of our 
priests in the Second 
World War. Some were 
in combat roles and 
others in support, but 
all willingly gave of 
themselves in a noble 
cause that would be 
a portent of things to 
come in a vocation that 
also required self-sac-
rifice.

Such men as Elmer 
Robnett, Wade Darnall 
and Joseph Kolb were 
on the ground and 
saw extensive combat. 
Father Robnett was in 
the Pacific Theater and 
was a paratrooper in 
the battle to retake the 
Philippines. Remark-
ably, he was afraid of 
heights! After seeing 
the agony of hungry 
and homeless children 
that he witnessed in 
this campaign, he was 
inspired to become a 
priest. This was also 
the impetus behind his 
now legendary assis-
tance to refugees from 
Vietnam in which he 
helped 6,000 people 
while a pastor in Law-
ton.

Father Wade Darnall 
was also in the Pacific 
as an artillery officer in 
New Guinea and later 
in the Philippines. A 
colorful character, he 
had a special place in 
his heart for Hispan-
ic migrant workers in 
western Oklahoma 
during the late 1960s 
and 70s. While in the 
war, Father Darnall 

prayed the first 
decade of 

the rosary 
before every 
firing mis-

sion for the 
safety of the 
troops. The 
second de-
cade was for 
the Japanese 
soldiers hit by 
the shells. He 
was awarded 
the Bronze 
Star for brav-
ery.

Joe Kolb 
fought with 
the 103rd 
Infantry 
Division 
and became 
embroiled 
in the fight-
ing after the 
Battle of the Bulge as 
radioman. Stringing 
wires across an active 
battlefield is a precar-
ious and frightening 
exercise and casualties 
were the norm. Father 
Joe escaped without 
a scratch. Like Father 
Darnall, he also was 
given the Bronze Star.

Father Kolb served 
the archdiocese well 
and had a lengthy 
career of ministering 
to the poor and taking 
trucks of supplies to 
Guatemala. He was 
known as well for being 
only the third priest to 
own and fly an air-
plane.

Besides the ground 
pounders, Joseph 
Burger was a crew 
member on the USS 
President Polk, de-
signed for troop 
transportation. Fa-
ther Burger’s ship 
was involved with the 
Tarawa invasion, a 
two-mile-long atoll that 
became a costly and 
bloody battle. He came 
to admire the Maryk-
noll missionaries who 
served the people on 

the atoll. Father Burger 
was an effective priest, 
and built the current 
church in Guymon.

From the air, Joseph 
Mazaika flew 35 mis-
sions in a B-17 as a 
radio operator. Battle 
damage did occur, but 
he beat the odds to ful-
fill his mission quota. 
He was the recipient of 
the Air Medal and six 
oak leaf clusters.

Of those who were in 
the various branches 
of the military but were 
non-combatants, John 
“Tex” Scheller was in 
the Army Air Force 
with the 15th Air Force 
in Bari, Italy. Father 
Tex had a deep to de-
votion to Saint Padre 
Pio as the holy man 
heard his confession 
while he was assigned 
in Italy.

Louis Lamb was 
training to be a tail 
gunner on a B-29 
bound for the Pacific 
when the war ended. 
He often told the story 
of being 45 miles from 
the detonation of the 
experimental atomic 
bomb, Trinity, in New 
Mexico. Father Lamb 

is best remembered 
for being the pastor 
of Saint Joseph Old 
Cathedral when the 
Murrah building was 
bombed and was a pil-
lar of strength during 
the aftermath.

There were others 
of course others such 
as John Steichen who 
landed on Omaha 
Beach after the inva-
sion, Joseph Howell 
became an aircraft car-
rier qualified pilot, but 
spent the war training 
other pilots; and Fa-
thers Paul Mollan and 
William Ross entered 
the Navy in 1945 as 
the war was ending.

This is by no means 
an exhaustive list, but 
rather meant to give 
a glimpse of the cour-
age, patriotism and the 
willingness to give of 
self that would be the 
hallmark of their ca-
reers as priests. Forged 
in the crucible of war, 
they sought to help 
create a better world 
by doing their best to 
alleviate the pain of 
those less fortunate 
than themselves. 

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Fr. Joe Kolb in the cabin of his airplane, 1968.

Two retirement celebrations were held for Dcn. 
Bernie Hollier. One was held on Sept. 18 at St. 
Robert Bellarmine 
Catholic Church 
in Jones, and one 
was held on Oct. 9 
at Corpus Christi 
Catholic Church 
in Oklahoma 
City. Dcn. Hollier 
is pictured with 
his son James, 
daughter-in-law 
Siobhan and wife 
Cynthia. Photos 
provided.
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Saint Mary Catholic School in Ponca City 
has been serving the educational needs of Kay 
County for more than 120 years – training 
the students and nourishing their minds and 
souls. That tradition continues today, 
and on Oct. 8, the school was on full 
display as the parish held their annual 
Fall Fest in support of the school.

Sitting in his office at Saint Mary 
Catholic Church, Father Carson Krit-
tenbrink reflected on the success of the 
event.

“I thought it was great. It was packed, 
everyone seemed to have fun. We had 
plenty of food, plenty of drinks, plenty 
of fun,” Father Krittenbrink said, esti-
mating that approximately 1,000 people 
attended at some point in the evening. 

What is now Saint Mary Catholic 
School opened in 1901 as Saint Mary’s 
Academy, operated by a group of reli-
gious sisters. Ponca City’s original par-
ish, Saint Felix Catholic Church, was locat-
ed closer to downtown, near where the First 
United Methodist Church is today. The first 
facility burned, and a second parish com-
munity, also named in honor of Saint Felix, 
outgrew its space, leading to the current 
Saint Mary Catholic Church, constructed in 
1954.

One hundred and twenty-one years later, 
Saint Mary Catholic Church and School 
are still going strong, as Oct. 8 proved. The 
event began as soon as the 5 p.m. Mass 
ended. Volunteers helped set up for the Fall 
Fest that morning, with continued logistics 
and planning throughout the day leading 
up to the event. Those leaving Mass that 
evening, and all those who attended, were 
treated to a variety of activities and foods, 
ranging from grilled hotdogs and hamburgers 
to kids’ games and activities, including bounce 
houses. The Ponca City High School FFA pro-
vided a petting zoo and local radio host Sean 
Roberts, of KLOR, broadcasted throughout the 
event. 

There was a silent auction with all proceeds 
going to support the school, and $13,000 was 
raised through raffle tickets sales alone. The 
Fall Fest is a fundraiser for the school through 
the Parent Teacher Conference, and all pro-
ceeds go toward the school.

“The money is being used by the PTC to fund 
continuing education 

for teachers, profes-
sional development, school supplies for teach-
ers and school supplies for children, as well,” 
Father Krittenbrink explained. “They are the 
parents helping the teachers in the school, 
anything they need to teach.”

The event has been held for many decades, 

but it was the first Fall Fest in several years 
due to illness in the community.

“We haven’t held it since 2020 because of 
COVID-19, and in 2021, there was a spike 
in cases. Lots of people were getting sick and 
going to the hospital again, and we decided to 
pull it for another year,” Father Krittenbrink 

said.
Saint Mary Catholic School educates stu-

dents in pre-kindergarten through eighth 
grade, and boasts a total student body of 
103. Also attending the school are sever-
al Newkirk students who are members of 
Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic Church. 
The student-teacher ratio is such that stu-
dents can have more one-on-one interaction 
with their educators.

Like their peers in public schools, they 
learn from a standard curriculum of read-

ing, math and science, but have the 
unique ability to experience a spiri-
tual education not available in public 
schools.

“I think Catholic education not only 
turns out brilliant minds, but also 
future saints,” Father Krittenbrink 
proudly explained. “The mission of 
Catholic schools is to get people to 
heaven.”

Wade Laffey is principal of the 
school and sees first-hand how im-
portant Catholic education is.

“Catholic schools are about the val-
ues you want to give to your child,” 
Laffey said.

While Saint Mary Catholic School is 
part of the larger parish, many of the 
students, and even staff, do not have a 
Catholic background, as they welcome 
everyone in the community.

“We welcome everyone. You don’t 
have to be Catholic to attend school at 

Saint Mary,” Father Krittenbrink said. “Catho-
lic schools focus on forming the whole person – 
body, mind and soul. Catholic schools exist to 
help the child know, love and serve God so they 
can be happy in this life, and supremely happy 
in the next.” 

Everett Brazil, III is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Everett Brazil, III 
The Sooner Catholic

Popular fall festival supports Ponca City 
Catholic School in forming future saints

Parishioners at St. Mary Catholic 
Church in Ponca City celebrat-
ed their annual Fall Fest Oct. 
8, with proceeds benefiting St. 
Mary Catholic School. Photos 
Everett Brazil/Sooner Catholic.
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Priest appreciation dinner

Sophia Thiebaut

Sophia Thiebaut is part 
of the operations team for 
the Secretariat for Evangeli-
zation and Catechesis. She 
provides administrative and 
secretarial support for the 
offices of Marriage and Family 
Life; Youth, Young Adult and 
Campus Ministry and chil-
dren’s evangelization. Outside 
of the chancery, she enjoys 
playing sports with the Cath-
olic Young Adults community, 
finding new local restaurants, 
trying new cooking or baking 
recipes and traveling with 
friends and family. She loves 
to encourage others to be 
strengthened in their faith to 
go where God calls them, and 
to share the joy of the Gospel 
and the self-giving love that 
Christ has made known for 
everyone.

WITH GOD’S CALL
ENCOUNTER

“I came to Encounter With God’s Call during my junior 
year of high school and it changed my perspective on 
what I thought seminary would be like. I saw the love 
that the men had for each other and more importantly 
for Christ. Seeing the fraternity and how prayer was 
incorporated in their lives was important for me when 
I was discerning. I had countless worries about the 
seminary, but they did not go away until I came to 
experience it. After being able to come here and pray, I 
could see more clearly how God was calling me.”

– Jessie Ortiz
Diocese of San Angelo

CCoonnttaacctt  RReevv..  JJoohhnn  HHeerrrreerraa  ffoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oorr  ttoo  ssiiggnn  uupp::  ((440055))  447744--55553344

The Oklahoma City 
Marriage Encounter 
Team hosted a priest 
appreciation dinner on 
Oct. 17 at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help in Oklahoma City. 
The evening began with 
Vespers. Fr. Joe Arledge 
is the spiritual director 
for the Oklahoma City 
movement. Photos Chris 
Porter/Sooner Catholic. 

FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students) invites people of all ages to leave old 
things behind and answer a new call to great-
ness, holiness, joy and mission by experiencing 
“SEEK23: You Are Called.” 

This five-day event, hosted by FOCUS, will 
take place Jan. 2 – 6, 2023, at the America’s 

Center Convention Complex in St. Louis.
Through fellowship, prayer, world-class 

speakers and entertainment, participants will 
be inspired to “Fear not; rise, He is 
calling you” (Mk 10:49). 

SEEK23 attendees will step away 
from daily distractions and participate 

in prayer, ado-
ration, Scripture 
and the sacra-
ments celebrated 
by hundreds of 
priests—including 
Timothy Cardinal 
Dolan, who will be 
an impact speak-
er, and Monsignor 
James Shea, who 
will be a con-
current speaker. 
Several bishops 
plan to attend, 
including Arch-
bishop Samuel 

Aquila (Denver) 
and Archbishop Mitchell 
Rozanski (St. Louis).  

Tens of thousands of 
FOCUS alumni and lay 
ecclesial leaders long for 
their parish and diocese 
to be on fire with the 
Catholic faith. 

The Making Missionary 
Disciples Track will equip 
post-college attendees to 
help transform parishes, 
dioceses, families and 
communities through im-
plementing the Church’s 
vision for missionary 
discipleship.  

Making Missionary 
Disciples impact sessions 
at SEEK23 will include 

talks and workshops from parish 
evangelization experts on topics 
such as sharing your testimony, 
praying with others, accompani-
ment, evangelization in the par-
ish and family, and much more. 

Well-known Catholic speakers 
and catechetical teachers will in-
spire and encourage participants 
to seek the heart of Christ’s call 
and the truth, beauty, goodness 
and abundance of the Catholic 
faith. 

Speakers for SEEK23 include 
Sister Miriam James Heidland, 

SOLT, Father Joshua Johnson, Sister Bethany 
Madonna, S.V., Father Mike Schmitz, Chika 
Anyanwu, Hilary Draftz, Jason Evert, Paul. 

J. Kim, Curtis Martin and Dr. Edward Sri. In 
addition to Timothy Cardinal Dolan, SEEK23 
impact session speakers include Sister Mary 
Grace, S.V., Father Chase Hilgenbrinck, Father 
Sean Kilcawley, Father Agustino Torres, C.F.R., 
Matt Fradd, Damon Owens, Dr. Jonathan 
Reyes, Oscar Rivera and Emily Wilson. Many 
additional speakers and entertainment will be 
announced soon. 

Registration is open at seek.focus.org. The 
early-bird price through Nov. 1 for an event 
pass for students at campuses with FOCUS 
teams is $459. Several options are available for 
college students and high school students with 
chaperones. 

The individual registration price for non-stu-
dents is $609. Parish groups who buy a bundle 
of five event passes will receive a sixth pass for 
free. Special pricing is available for seminar-
ians, deacons, religious, priests and FOCUS 
staff alumni. American Sign Language inter-
pretation is available when requested within 
registration.  

After SEEK is over, registrants will be able 
access the talks for six months. 

Those unable to join others in St. Louis can 
still experience the very best of SEEK and 
have the opportunity to encounter the Lord 
alongside thousands of others through several 
remote options, including Individual Remote 
Viewer ($75) and Remote Groups ($675 for up 
to 10 people). The Remote Parish Pack ($3,750) 
includes unlimited registrations for parishio-
ners and access to content up to six months 
after SEEK. 
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“SEEK23: You Are Called” 
The five-day event, hosted by FOCUS, will take place Jan. 2 – 6, 2023, at 

the America’s Center Convention Complex in St. Louis
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St. Ann Skilled Nursing and 
Therapy presented Community 
Outreach Awards on Oct. 12 
in Oklahoma City. Fr. Stephen 
Bird received an award present-
ed to Church of the Epiphany 
of the Lord in appreciation of 
30 years of service and sup-
port to the St. Ann community. 
Daylight Donuts also received 
an award. Photos Rosalinda 
Rivera/Sooner Catholic.

Nov. 1 and 2: Archbishop Paul 
Coakley, His faith journey – 
Part 1

Nov. 8 and 9: Archbishop Paul 
Coakley, His faith journey – 
Part 2

Nov. 15 and 16: Linda Walton, 
parishioner, St. Phillip Neri, 
Midwest City, mother of Father 
Aaron Foshee.

Nov. 22 and 23: Dr. John 
Otto, part 1, parishioner, 
St. Thomas More, Norman, 
founder of The Guardian An-
gels program at Mable Basset 
Correctional Facility and the 
Friends for Folks program at 
the Lexington prison. The pro-
grams allow offenders serving 
time at the facilities to train 
dogs considered unacceptable 
to prepare them for a home.

Nov. 29 and 30: Dr. John 
Otto, part 2

“Make Straight the Way” broad-
casts on Oklahoma Catholic Radio 
Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m., and Wednesdays at 3:30 
p.m. Listen online at okcr.org.

“Make Straight 
the Way” 

hosted by 
Dcn. Larry Sousa

A Silver Rose on a nine-month 
pilgrimage will be the centerpiece 
of a special prayer service and 
Mass at 5 p.m. Nov. 4 at Saint 
John the Baptist Catholic Church 
in Edmond. 

After the 7:30 a.m. 
Mass on Nov. 4, the 
Knights will have 
a symbolic walk 
of the Silver 
Rose from 
Mitch Park to 
Saint John the 
Baptist Cath-
olic Church, 9 
and S. Littler, 
in Edmond. 
The Knights of 
Columbus Council 
6477 will sponsor the 
program to honor Our Lady 
of Guadalupe and express both 
international unity and dedication 
to the sanctity of human life. 

The journey of the silver rose 

begins each year in March and 
ends on Dec. 12, the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. During that 
time, Silver Roses travel from 
town to town along eight routes 
throughout North America. Sev-

eral of those routes begin 
in Canada and end in 

Mexico.
History of the 
Silver Rose

The Silver Rose 
Program began 
in 1960, when 
the first rose – a 
real, live one – 
was blessed by a 

bishop in Ontario. 
The rose then trav-

eled to New York and 
then to Texas where it 

was taken across the border 
into Mexico. The rose ended its 
pilgrimage at the Basilica of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in Monterrey 
on Dec. 12, the Feast of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe. To ensure future 
annual trips, a silver rose was 
made. Today, due to the popular-
ity of the program throughout the 
North American continent, eight 
silver roses travel unique routes.

In 2001, when Carl Anderson, 
previous supreme knight of the 
Knights of Columbus, expanded 
the Silver Rose Program, he com-
mented: “Through [the Silver Rose 
Program] we honor not only Our 
Lady of Guadalupe and express 
the unity of the [Knights of Co-
lumbus], but we also reaffirm the 
order’s dedication to the sanctity 
of human life. It is to the Bless-
ed Mother that we turn in prayer 
as we work to end the Culture of 
Death that grips our society. As 
we think in terms of ‘One Life, 
One Rose,’ it is most appropri-
ate that we turn to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe who made known her 
will through Juan Diego and the 
miracle of the roses.”

Spread the Word!
Knights of Columbus Council 

6477 in Edmond is one of 17,000 
Knights of Columbus councils 
that make up the world’s largest 
Catholic fraternal service organi-
zation. Founded in 1882 to assist 
working-class and immigrant 
Catholics in the United States, to-
day the approximately two million 
members of the Knights put their 
faith into action through a broad 
range of charitable causes locally, 
nationally, and internationally 
through financial contributions 
and hands-on service. 

For more information, contact 
R.J. Schulte, faith director, at 
schrj.kc@att.net or (405) 620-
7491, Richard Baker, program di-
rector, at richbaker56@gmail.com 
or (707) 330-3979, Jack Goodson, 
grand knight, at jacgoodson@aol.
com or (405) 312-5008.
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I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. John 14:6

ST JOHN PAUL II DWELLING
4113 S. Eastern Ave. Moore, OK 73160 

Good Shepherd Chapel:

DAILY: Adoration every day from 3-4 p.m.

WEEKLY: All night Adoration every week from Thursday 9 p.m. - Friday 3 p.m.
To sign up for one of these hours of Adoration, or for more information, contact Sister Maria.

Sr. Maria of the Trinity 
405.778.1107
srmaria@gospeloflifedisciples.org
GospelofLifeDisciples.org

    
AdorationEUCHARISTIC

$25 donation per ticket, 5 for $100
CASH PRIZES: 

$3000 for first place 
$2000 for second place 
$1000 for third place

Do to others whatever you would have them do to you... Matthew 7:12 

en RULE 

Raffle

This annual raffle benefits the 
Gospel of Life Dwellings (          )

Please note: Because a raffle ticket donation provides you with the potential to receive a financial gain, the IRS does not consider this raffle donation to be tax deductible as a charitable contribution. 

DRAWING:  
November 24, 2022 (Thanksgiving Day) 

https://gospel-of-life-disciples.secured.atpay.com/campaign/golden-rule-raffle
https://gospel-of-life-disciples.secured.atpay.com/campaign/golden-rule-raffle
https://gospel-of-life-disciples.secured.atpay.com/campaign/golden-rule-raffle
Order your tickets by Nov. 23 here: Order your tickets by Nov. 23!

 online
www.gospeloflifedisciples.org

or purchase them in person
or mail your check to

 

Local Knights of Columbus sponsor Silver 
Rose in honor of life, Our Lady of Guadalupe

40 Days for Life 
The fall 40 Days for Life campaign 

ends Nov. 6. To sign up for the Okla-
homa City campaign, contact Mike 
Hurney at mike.hurney@outlook.com. 
For the Edmond campaign, contact 
Tori Nunn at Warrior-For-Christ@
outlook.com. 

40 Days for Life Rosary
Pray the Rosary for an end to 

abortion on Nov. 6. The Oklahoma 
City Rosary is 2 p.m. Contact Mike 
Hurney at mike.hurney@outlook.
com. The Edmond Rosary is 3 p.m. 
Contact Tori Nunn at Warrior-For-
Christ@outlook.com. 

Rosary for Life
Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 

a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon Catholic 
Church, 500 Alameda St., Norman. 
Contact Connie Lang, (405) 249-
1041, potato.lang@gmail.com.
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Anniversary 
Mass

Archbishop Coakley celebrated the annual An-
niversary Mass on Oct. 16 at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. 
Couples celebrated milestone anniversaries (25, 
40, 50+) in the calendar year 2022. Photos Avery 
Holt/Sooner Catholic.



Sooner Catholic12   October 30, 2022

The Blessed Stanley 
Rother Hispanic Cultur-
al Institute at Saint Jo-
seph Catholic Church in 
Norman commemorated 
its 15th anniversary 
with a special event. The 
Institute, founded by 
Ignacio M. Ruiz, María 
de Jesús Páez de Ruíz, 
Luis Cortest and Angelo 
and Annie Lombardo, 
supports the learning of 
the Spanish language 
and the promotion of 
Hispanic culture in 
Norman. The activities 
and work of the Institute 
have been recognized by 
all the participants and 
facilitators in showcas-
ing the cultural richness 

of the Spanish speaking 
countries and their con-
tribution to the Ameri-
can community. 

The anniversary gala 
included cultural pre-
sentations by the Gua-
temalan dancing group 
of children and adults 
“Eterna Primavera,” and 
the Colombian tradi-
tional dance “La pollera 
colorá,” performed by 
Layla Rickman and Luis 
Carlos Mendoza. As the 
final act of the night, 
Elizabeth Mieres-Stowe 
and Marisol Faro sang 
two traditional songs 
of Venezuelan folklore, 
“Moliendo café” and “Ni 
se compra ni se vende.”

Bl. Stanley Rother Hispanic Cultural Institute 
celebrates 15th anniversary 

Photos 
provided.
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Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine jobs
Director of music, organist – 
Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
seeking a full-time director of mu-
sic and organist to collaborate with 
clergy and other ministry leaders 
to administer a multifaceted liturgy 
and music program by connecting 
with the various forms and styles 
of the parish choir and musicians 
to inspire a blend of cultural and 
traditional repertoires. Oversee all 
music and provide organ accom-
paniment for English and Spanish 
weekend Masses, holy days, school 
Masses, special liturgies and 
archdiocesan events. Must have a 
degree or equivalent certification 
in music or similar area of study, 
experience in organ performance 
and choral direction in a Catholic 

liturgical setting, an understand-
ing of the GIRM and the rubrics of 
the Roman Missal and fluency in 
English and Spanish. The starting 
salary range is $55,000 – $65,000, 
commensurate with education and 
experience. Generous retirement 
and insurance benefits, with many 
of the plans, including health and 
dental, at no cost to the employee. 
The shrine will include an Allen 
Organ GX-350 in the church, 
and a Viscount Sonus 245 in the 
chapel. Schoenstein and Co. has 
been selected to build a pipe organ 
for the shrine, pending a success-
ful fundraiser. Send cover letter 
and resume, including links to 
recorded audio or video samples of 
performances to humanresources@
archokc.org.

Director of communications – 
Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
seeking a director of communica-
tions to oversee all aspects of com-
munication, media relations and 
promotion of the shrine. Minimum 
three to five years of experience 
in public relations, journalism or 
marketing; bachelor’s degree in a 
related field and must be a prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing. 
Bilingual in English and Spanish 
is desired, but not required. To 
learn more, visit rothershrine.org. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinator of volunteer   
services - Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 

is seeking a coordinator of volun-
teer services to oversee the daily 
management, coordination and 
support of volunteers. Job duties: 
recruiting, training, scheduling, 
supervising and recognizing volun-
teer efforts in support of pilgrim-
age activities, special events and 
celebrations. Must be a Catholic in 
good standing, have a minimum of 
two years’ relevant experience or a 
bachelor’s degree in a related field, 
exhibit an interest in volunteerism 
and community building and com-
municate effectively with diverse 
populations. Leadership experi-
ence with volunteer groups within 
the Catholic Church is preferred. 
Fluency in Spanish is a plus. Send 
resume and cover letter to 

humanresources@archokc.org.

Archbishop Coakley celebrated the annual 
Mass for Medical Professionals on Oct. 22 at 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
in Oklahoma City. The guest speaker follow-
ing Mass was Dr. Natalie King. Photos Chris 
Porter/Sooner Catholic.

MedicalMass
for Medical Professionals 



Sooner Catholic14   October 30, 2022

Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Coordinator of Hispanic   
ministry – OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a full-time coordi-
nator of Hispanic ministry to work 
closely with the community to fa-
cilitate and promote the catechet-
ical, evangelical and formational 
programs of Latinos throughout 
the archdiocese. This position will 
collaborate with Hispanic parish 
leaders to implement, coordi-
nate and support new methods 
of outreach as well as work with 
English-speaking leaders to act as 
a communication bridge and meet 
the needs of the growing Hispanic 
communities. The candidate cmst 
demonstrate a strong commitment 
to Hispanic values and a deep un-
derstanding of the pastoral needs 
and gifts of the Hispanic commu-
nity. At least three years of pasto-
ral experience. A bachelor’s degree 
is a plus. Knowledge and experi-
ence of Latino/Hispanic cultures 
in the United States, fluency in 
both English and Spanish, strong 
interpersonal, presentation, teach-
ing and leaderships skills. Must 
be a practicing Catholic in good 
standing with the Church and 
possess a strong knowledge of the 
faith. Send cover letter and resume 
to humanresources@archokc.org.

Executive assistant – OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a full-time execu-
tive assistant to provide adminis-
trative services for members of the 
administration and finance senior 
staff. The executive assistant will 
be a primary point of contact 
among executives, clergy and 
staff throughout the archdiocese. 
Responsibilities include maintain-
ing databases and coordinating 
compliance documents; organizing 
calendars and meetings, distrib-
uting agendas and transcribing 
minutes; tracking expenses and 
payments and maintaining office 
supply inventory. Required compe-
tencies include being highly orga-
nized with the ability to prioritize 
and anticipate needs, excellent 
computer skills in Microsoft Word, 
Excel and PowerPoint, exception-
al attention to accuracy, and the 
ability to communicate in a profes-
sional manner in a multicultural 
environment. Must also be a prac-
ticing Catholic with previous office 
experience who is fluent in English 
and Spanish. Generous retirement 
and insurance benefits, with many 
of the plans, including health and 
dental, at no cost to the employee. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Executive assistant – OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center is 

seeking an executive assistant in 
the Secretariat for Stewardship 
and Development to prepare and 
manage donor correspondence 
and acknowledgements, sched-

ule meetings and make necessary 
reservations, prepare and distrib-
ute board and committee agendas 
and meeting minutes. Responsible 
for maintenance and management 
of all relevant databases and will 
help organize and coordinate office 
procedures to ensure effectiveness 
and efficiency, including invento-
ry of office supplies. Must be able 
to independently manage a wide 
range of administrative tasks. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Cook, event hospitality - OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center is 

seeking a part-time cook and event 
hospitality person to assist with 
meal preparation in the staff dining 
room and refreshment set-up and 
replenishment for meetings and 
conferences. The flexible schedule 
will be 20-30 hours per week and 
will include most weekends and 
some evenings. Kitchen experience 
in food preparation preferred; cus-
tomer service-related experience a 
plus; high school diploma a must. 
A background check and safe envi-
ronment training will be required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an administrative 
assistant in the department of 
evangelization and discipleship 
to coordinate schedules, facilitate 
communication and registration 
for departmental events, submit 
invoices and credit statements 
and perform other administrative 
duties, including answering calls 
and maintaining office supplies. 
Previous office experience and 
proficiency in Microsoft Word, 
Excel and PowerPoint is required. 
Must also be a practicing Catholic 
in good standing with the Church. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an administrative 
assistant in the Department of 
Catholic Education to coordinate 
schedules, facilitate communica-
tion, manage school and parish 
reporting needs, assist in managing 
events, submit invoices and cred-
it statements, maintain files and 
perform other administrative du-
ties, including answering calls and 
maintaining office supplies. Previ-
ous office experience and proficien-
cy in Microsoft Word, Excel and 
PowerPoint is required. Proficiency 
with the Google platform is also de-
sired. Must be a practicing Catholic 
in good standing with the Church. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Behavior interventionist - OKC
The Good Shepherd Catholic 

School and Clinic is seeking a 
part-time behavior interventionist 
to work with students with autism, 
or other challenging behaviors, 

at three locations. High school 
diploma (or equivalent) required, 
bachelor’s degree (or pursuing) in 
psychology, social work, education 
or related field preferred. One year 
experience in ABA, childcare or re-
lated occupation. Excellent verbal 
and written communication skills 
and a willingness to learn behav-
ioral concepts and tablet-based 
software. E-mail resume to gscs@
goodshepherdcs.org. 

Disaster case manager –   
Seminole

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a temporary disaster case manager 
to support and aid disaster survi-
vors in need of disaster recovery 
services; secure and evaluate ap-
plicable related information; refer 
clients to community resourc-
es and other organizations, per 
disaster case management best 
practices. High school diploma: 
a bachelor’s degree in a related 
social service field is preferred; at 
least three years of experience that 
is directly related to the duties and 
responsibilities specified. Send 
cover letter and resume to Kaylinn 
Young at kyoung@ccaokc.org.

Senior director of development, 
outreach – OKC

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a senior director of development 
and outreach to lead and manage 
the development and community/
parish engagement department’s 
support of the agency’s long-term 
objectives, support to program staff 
and all related activities. Primary 
functions include the planning and 
execution of agency fundraising 
strategies and supporting mar-
keting, public relations, parish 
engagement and volunteer coor-
dination activities undertaken by 
supervised staff. The director will 
work closely with the executive 
director, and senior staff, to ensure 
that the mission objectives are 
funded and understood. Bachelor’s 
degree in applicable field. Advanced 
degree preferred; Ten years of 
progressive fundraising and su-
pervision experience or equivalent; 
history of soliciting single gifts of 
$10,000 or more from corpora-
tions, foundations and individuals; 
experience with event management 
of 400 or more guests. Send cover 
letter and resume to Dcn. Dave 
Ashton at dashton@ccaokc.org.  

Refugee case manager – OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a temporary refugee case manager 
to help refugee families by pro-
viding basic needs, core group of 
services and determining eligibility 
for state-funded programs. High 
school diploma; at least two years 
of experience directly related to the 
duties specified; bachelor’s degree 
in a related social service field is 
preferred; multi-lingual bi-lingual 
preferred (Vietnamese, Burmese, 

Kinyarwadan, Spanish, Pashto, 
Dari, etc.); valid Oklahoma Driver’s 
License and clean driving record. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
Alonda McGraw at amcgraw@
ccaokc.org. 

Bilingual attorney – OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a bilingual attorney to assess indi-
viduals’ eligibility for immigration 
relief and represent individuals 
before USCIS and the immigration 
court. Must be member in good 
standing of the bar of any state. 
(Oklahoma State Bar preferred); 
Fluent in the reading, writing and 
speaking of Spanish; One to two 
years of immigration law experi-
ence preferred, but willing to train 
the right candidate. Send cover 
letter and resume to Kenia Castillo 
at kcastillo@ccaokc.org.

Teacher - Okarche
Holy Trinity Catholic School 

in Okarche is seeking a middle 
school reading teacher for the 
2022-2023 school year. Bachelor’s 
degree with Oklahoma state teach-
ing certification is desired. Send a 
resume and cover letter to Princi-
pal Alice Newman at anewman@
holytrinityok.org.

Band teacher – OKC 
Christ the King Catholic School 

and St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 
School are seeking a band teach-
er. This individual would split 
time throughout the week at both 
schools and work with students 
in grades 4-8. Applicants must 
have knowledge of music (band) 
instruction. Send resume and 
cover letter to either Amy Feighny, 
afeighny@ckschool.com or Todd 
Gungoll, mr.gungoll@scbokc.org. 
Download application packet at 
archokc.org/careers.

Spanish teacher – OKC
St. Eugene Catholic School is 

seeking a Spanish teacher for the 
2022-2023 school year. Applicants 
should hold at least a bachelor’s 
degree in education with state 
certification. For more informa-
tion and specific positions visit 
steugeneschool.org/careers. Send 
resume, cover letter and archdio-
cese teacher application to Prin-
cipal Molly Goldsworthy at jobs@
steugeneschool.org. 

Music director – Harrah
St. Teresa of Avila Catholic 

Church in Harrah is seeking a 
part time music director/organist. 
Responsibilities include directing 
the parish choir, Saturday and 
Sunday Masses with funerals and 
weddings as needed. Send resume 
to staharrah@gmail.com.

Organist - Kingfisher
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church in Kingfisher is seeking an 
organist for the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Contact (405) 375-4581 or 
secretary@stspeterandpaul.org. 

“Fat Luther, Slim Pickins” is a 
creative book with a fascinating 
approach to increasing our appre-
ciation for how cultural diversity 
can contribute to the Catholic 
faith. Specifically, this book is a 
“black Catholic Celebration of our 
faith and traditions.”

The attention-grabbing title, 
according to the authors and 
described by them in an article in 
the online U.S. Catholic magazine, 
is “based on Luther Vandross, a 
great R&B singer in the 1980s, 
and he was a large man. Thus, the 
‘Fat Luther’ reference. 

As for the ‘Slim Pickins,’ it comes 
from the idea that as black Cath-
olics, especially as black Catho-
lic women, we are often left with 
what’s at the bottom of the barrel. 
We have to make do with what we 
get.”

The book is authored by Marcia 
Lane-McGee and Shannon Wimp 
Schmidt. Lane-McGee is the co-
host of the “Plaid Skirts and Basic 
Black” podcast and a family teach-

er at Mooseheart Child City and 
School. She is a founding member 
and executive board member of 
Catholics United for Black Lives. 
Schmidt is the cohost of the “Plaid 
Skirts and Basic Black” podcast, 
and a founding member of Catho-
lics United for Black Lives.

The authors do an outstanding 
job of providing a black cultural 
perspective, while taking the read-
er through the Catholic liturgical 
seasons and providing marvelous 
chapter titles, sharing personal 
reflections and quoting several 
spiritual leaders. 

I found the authors’ use of 
metaphors for the chapter titles 
brought a smile to my face. For 
example, their title for the cele-
bration of the baptism of Jesus is 
“Wash Day,” and for the season of 
Lent at the foot of the cross, they 
use “The Refiner’s Fire.”

The authors’ use of personal and 
family experiences (Lane-McGee’s 
story and Schmidt’s story) high-
lighted how diverse the celebra-
tion of the liturgical seasons can 
be while encouraging unity in the 
Church.

Reading through this 147-page 

book increased my awareness and 
appreciation for the value of di-
versity in celebrating and practic-
ing our Catholic faith. With each 
chapter, I found myself stopping 
to reflect 
on how 
our family 
celebrates 
Advent, 
Christmas, 
the baptism 
of Jesus, 
Easter, 
Epiphany, Pentecost and the 
Feast of Christ the King. In do-
ing so, it sparked fresh ideas on 
how we might incorporate our 
own culture into these liturgical 
seasons.

I found the reflection ques-
tions at the end of each chapter 
practical and useful for using 
this book as a self-study spiritual 
development resource. Each set of 
reflection questions included ideas 
on steps we can take for personal 
spiritual growth and questions 
on how we can incorporate more 
diversity into our Catholic faith.

In Pope Francis’ address to 
Catholic Fraternity of the Char-

ismatic Covenant Communities 
and Fellowship on Oct. 31, 2014, 
we gain insight as to the value of 
diversity for the Universal Catholic 
Church. He stated, “Unity in diver-

sity involves the joyful recog-
nition and acceptance of the 
various gifts which the Holy 

Spirit gives 
to each one 
and the 
placing of 
these gifts 
at the ser-
vice of all 
members of 
the Church. 
Don’t be 
afraid of dif-
ferences!”

Lane-McGee 
and Schmidt 
have done 

a wonderful job of “placing their 
gifts at the service” of the Catho-
lic Church and encouraging us to 
include and appreciate the diver-
sity of black culture for the benefit 
of all.

I highly recommend this book!
John H. Dolezal is a freelance 

writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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The Catholic Difference

Why Vatican II was necessary

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Book Review: “Fat Luther, Slim Pickins”
By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

Writing my new book, “To Sanctify the World: 
The Vital Legacy of Vatican II” (Basic Books), 
afforded me the welcome opportunity to dig 
into the Council’s 16 texts and the many 
fine commentaries on them. It also made me 
ponder why the Council was necessary. That 
question is often raised today by young Catho-
lics who, unsettled by the excessive ecclesias-
tical air turbulence over the past decade, and 
generally ill-informed about the pre-conciliar 
Church, imagine that everything in Catholicism 
was copacetic until John XXIII made the fatal 
mistake of summoning an ecumenical council. 
That, however, was not the view of some quite 
orthodox Catholic leaders in the decade before 
Vatican II.

Monsignor Giuseppe De Luca was a stalwart 
churchman who had drafted the Holy Office de-
cree placing the books of 1947 Nobel Prize-win-
ner André Gide on the Index of Forbidden 
Books. In 1953, however, he found the atmo-
sphere in the Holy Office, the Suprema among 
curial offices, insufferable. So, he vented his 
frustrations to Msgr. Giovanni Battista Mon-
tini, the future Pope Paul VI, in these no-non-
sense terms: “In this suffocating atmosphere 
of unctuous and arrogant imbecility, perhaps 
a scream — chaotic but Christian — would do 
some good.”

Then there was the Swiss polymath-theo-
logian Hans Urs von Balthasar. In 1952, he 
published a small book in German, “Razing the 
Bastions: On the Church in This Age,” in which 
he worried that the great Catholic tradition had 
become fossilized and had “slipped out of the 
[Church’s] living center of holiness.” The “great 
salvage operation” of the Counter-Reformation 
had been necessary, Balthasar argued, but it 
was over, and the Church had to get out of its 

defensive crouch and get on with offering hu-
manity the truth of God in Christ.  

In the years immediately after the Council, 
Joseph Ratzinger, the future Pope Benedict 
XVI, who was one of the three most influential 
theologians at Vatican II, knew that the Coun-
cil’s reception was imperfect and its implemen-
tation even more imperfect. Nonetheless, he 
identified further reasons why Vatican II was 
necessary and why its teaching was essential 
for the Church’s life going forward:

“[The] Council reinserted into the Church as 
a whole a doctrine of [papal] primacy that was 
dangerously isolated; it integrated into the one 
mysterium of the Body of Christ a too-isolated 
conception of the hierarchy; it restored to the 
ordered unity of faith an isolated Mariology; it 
gave the biblical word its full due; it made the 
liturgy once more accessible; and, in addition, 
it made a courageous step forward toward the 
unity of all Christians.”

Thus, the Council had many theological 
and doctrinal accomplishments to its credit. 
These were crucial to rekindling that radical, 
Christ-centered faith that would be the source 
of a revitalized Catholic mission to convert the 
modern world. Similarly, the Council’s rejection 
of Catholic triumphalism was good in itself and 
necessary for its mission: “It was both neces-
sary and good for the Council to put an end 
to the false forms of the Church’s glorification 
of self on earth, and by suppressing her com-
pulsive tendency to defend her past history, to 
eliminate her false justification of self.” 

That having been done, however, Ratzinger 
believed that continual, obsessive self-flagella-
tion put another obstacle in the path of evan-
gelization and mission. Unlocking the promise 
of the Second Vatican Council meant renewing 

our faith 
in the 
Lord’s 
pledge 
“to be 
with you 
always” 
(Matthew 
28:20). 
So, the future pope concluded, “It is time…to 
reawaken our joy in the reality of an unbroken 
community of faith in Jesus Christ. We must 
rediscover that luminous trail that is the histo-
ry of the saints and of the beautiful — a history 
in which the joy of the Gospel has been irrefut-
ably expressed throughout the centuries.”

 That reference to “the saints and the 
beautiful” helps us understand another reason 
why Vatican II was necessary. The Church’s 
pre-conciliar proclamation and apologetics 
were strong on logic. But a world become irre-
ligious — not pagan, for paganism had a sense 
of this world’s englobement in a greater reality, 
but irreligious, tone-deaf to rumors of angels — 
was not, in the main, going to be converted by 
logical demonstrations. It would be converted 
by holiness, manifest in the lives of those who 
had become friends of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and joined themselves to his cause. It would be 
converted by the Church offering more beauty 
than the world could manage to create. 

Where Catholicism is alive today, and Vati-
can II well-received and implemented, it is be-
cause local Churches have embraced holiness 
and beauty as evangelical and catechetical 
pathways toward a Christocentric future.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Viviendo con propósito

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

En la calle Via Veneto, al norte de la 
plaza Berberini en Roma, hay una iglesia 
muy conocida que se llama Santa María 
della Concezione dei Cappucini. Muchos 
turistas la conocen como la “iglesia del 
hueso”. Aun cuando esta iglesia capuchina 
tiene muchos atributos artísticos, estos no 
son los que la hacen famosa. Ni tampoco 
destaca por su magnífica fachada italiana 
en una ciudad llena de maravillas arqui-
tectónicas. Esta iglesia es famosa por su 
cripta, la cual contiene varias capillas dec-
oradas extrañamente. 

En 1631, el cardenal Antonio Barberini, 
un fraile capuchino, ordenó que los restos 
mortales de cientos de frailes capuchinos 
fueran exhumados de su cementerio. Los 
huesos de estos frailes fueron usados para 
hacer los arcos, las columnas, los nichos 
y ornamentos de los altares de la cripta, 
en una demostración macabra de piedad 
post-renacentista. 

Hoy en día, esta cripta u osario, contiene 
los restos de alrededor de 4,000 frailes 
que murieron entre los siglos XVI y XIX. 
Una enorme lápida hace que los visitantes 
lean el “memento mori”, recordatorio de 
la muerte, en tres idiomas: “Lo que ahora 
eres, algún día fuimos; lo que ahora so-
mos, algún día serás”. 

En el corazón del misterio cristiano se 
encuentra la realidad de la muerte y el 
reconocimiento de su certeza para todos 
nosotros. El filósofo católico alemán Josef 
Pieper destacó, sin embargo, que la muerte 
está escondida en la educada sociedad 
burguesa. En nuestra cultura secular en-
contramos aquello a lo que se refería como 
“la materialista trivialización de la muerte”. 
La muerte se ha convertido en estática, 
vista solo como una mera consecuencia de 
un acto violento, una tragedia o enferme-
dad, y simplemente como el fin de la exis-
tencia personal. 

En nuestra tradición católica, la muerte 

sigue manteniendo su lugar adecuado en 
el calendario litúrgico y celebraciones. Los 
principios del mes de noviembre ilustran 
esta realidad de manera conmovedora. El 
1 y 2 de noviembre recordamos a todos 
aquellos que han muerto en la fe. 

El 1 de noviembre, el Día de todos los 
santos, celebramos a aquellos que han 
pasado el umbral de la muerte y gozan de 
la visión de Dios en el cielo. Son los san-
tos, los ciudadanos de la Jerusalén Ce-
lestial, personas de todas las vocaciones 
y estados de vida. Sus muertes son un 
testimonio de la gloria de la resurrección, 
una gloria que Cristo reveló primero a sus 
apóstoles cuando resucitó victorioso de en-
tre los muertos. Una gloria ofrecida a cada 
uno de nosotros, los llamados a ser santos 
por virtud del bautismo. Algunos hemos 
incluso tenido la fortuna de haber conoci-
do a alguien declarado santo por la Iglesia. 

He tenido el privilegio de haber conocido 
a dos santos canonizados, San Juan Pab-
lo II y Santa Teresa de Calcuta. Algunos 
entre nosotros conocieron al Beato Stanley 
Rother, nuestro mártir de Oklahoma. ¡Los 
santos son personas reales! Muchos hemos 
conocido a personas que vivieron vidas 
de indudable santidad, pero quizá nunca 
serán declarados públicamente santos por 
la Iglesia. 

Los santos son aquellos que gozan de 
la visión beatífica en el cielo, ya sea que 
nosotros en la tierra lo sepamos o no. La 
Santa Madre Iglesia nos obliga a celebrar 
a todos estos santos el 1 de noviembre: 
Solemnidad de todos los santos. 

El 2 de noviembre es Día de los fieles 
difuntos, el día en que conmemoramos a 
nuestros seres queridos que han partido 
antes que nosotros “marcados con el signo 
de la fe”. Oramos por ellos y los confiamos 
a la misericordia de Dios. Este día nos 
invita a recordar en caridad a aquellos de 
los cuales hemos sido separados por la 

muerte. Confir-
ma nuestra fe 
en que, para en-
tra al Reino de 
los Cielos, debe-
mos ser puros y 
sin mancha. 

Si la purifi-
cación no ha terminado en esta vida, esta 
sucederá después de nuestra muerte y 
antes de entrar a la presencia de Dios; 
aquí es donde la realidad del purgatorio se 
hace parte de la mente cristiana. En este 
día, el 2 de noviembre, expresamos nues-
tra solidaridad con aquellos miembros de 
la Iglesia que sufren la purificación final, 
al tiempo que afirmamos nuestra pere-
grinación común al Reino de los Cielos, 
donde la Iglesia triunfante vive en gloria 
eterna. 

En estos dos días, reconocemos el miste-
rio de la muerte como el camino a la vida 
eterna. Es importante que nuestra liturgia 
y piedad conmemore estos días de mane-
ra apropiada, porque, como Benedicto 
XVI nos recordó, “las actitudes frente a la 
muerte determinan las actitudes frente a 
la vida. La muerte se convierte en la clave 
para responder a la pregunta: ¿Qué es el 
hombre?”

Celebramos el testimonio y la gloria de 
los santos en el cielo, asistimos con nues-
tras oraciones a los que pronto serán 
santos en el purgatorio y reflexionamos 
en nuestra propia llamada a ser santos, 
el sentido y dirección de nuestras vidas. 
“¿Estoy viviendo una vida con propósito y 
con la mirada fija en la gloria que nos es-
pera con Cristo y los santos en el cielo?”

Los huesos de los capuchinos decoran 
la cripta en Roma no solamente como una 
advertencia de lo corto que es la vida, sino 
como una afirmación de la belleza de una 
santa muerte y la gloria que nos espera en 
la Jerusalén Celestial.

El Centro del Peregrino en el San-
tuario del Beato Stanley Rother, que 
comenzará a recibir peregrinos de 
todo el mundo después de la inaugu-
ración del santuario el 17 de febrero, 
está creciendo y tomando una for-
ma increíble. El progreso continúa a 
medida que se instalan y terminan las 
ventanas, puertas y paneles de yeso. 
El Centro de Peregrinos contendrá un 
área de bienvenida para los peregrinos 
visitantes, las oficinas del personal del 
santuario y un museo donde las per-
sonas conocerán la extraordinaria vida 
del Beato Stanley Rother, cuya vida y 
heroico martirio alentarán e inspirarán 
a los peregrinos a seguir su ejemplo y 
dedicar sus vidas al servicio de Dios y 
de los demás. 

¡Beato Stanley Rother ruega por 
nosotros!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario
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Dios está llamando 
a hombres que conoces. 

¿Les ayudarás a responderle?

Fondo de educación seminarista 2022

Por favor visite:  
archokc.org/seminarianfund

Por favor llame a: 
405-709-2745

Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City

El 8 de octubre se llevó a cabo una elección para los 
nuevos coordinadores del movimiento de Renovación 
Carismática Católica en Oklahoma en la Iglesia Católica 
del Sagrado Corazón en la Oklahoma City. Lourdes Cruz y 
Jacob Suárez de la Iglesia Católica St. Eugene en la Okla-
homa City fueron elegidos como los nuevos coordinadores. 
Aracely Rodríguez y Wilson Martínez se desempeñaron 
anteriormente como coordinadores. Fotos proporcionadas.

Caja de trabajos
Director de comunicaciones -  
Santuario

El Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother 
está buscando un director de comunica-
ciones para supervisar todos los aspec-
tos de la comunicación, las relaciones 
con los medios y la promoción del 
santuario. Debe contar con experiencia 
mínima de tres a cinco años en rela-
ciones públicas, periodismo o market-
ing; licenciatura en un campo relacio-
nado y debe ser un católico practicante 
con buena reputación. Se desea, pero 
no se requiere, ser bilingüe en inglés y 
español. Para obtener más información, 
visite rothershrine.org. Enviar currícu-
lum y carta de presentación a  
humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinador de servicios de  
voluntariado – Santuario

El Santuario del Beato Stanley Roth-
er está buscando un coordinador de 
voluntarios para supervisar la gestión 
diaria, la coordinación y el apoyo de los 
voluntarios en el santuario. Los deberes 
del trabajo incluirán el reclutamiento, 
la capacitación, la programación, la 
supervisión y el reconocimiento de los 
esfuerzos de los voluntarios apoyando 
las actividades de peregrinación, así 
como los eventos y celebraciones espe-
ciales que se llevan a cabo en el santu-
ario. El solicitante debe ser católico con 
buena reputación, tener un mínimo de 
dos años de experiencia relevante o una 
licenciatura en un campo relacionado, 
mostrar interés en el voluntariado y la 
construcción de comunidades y dem-
ostrar la capacidad de comunicarse de 

manera efectiva con diversas pobla-
ciones. Se prefiere la experiencia de lid-
erazgo con grupos de voluntarios dentro 
de la Iglesia Católica. Enviar currículum 
y carta de presentación a   
humanresources@archokc.org.

Director de música, organista –  
Santuario

El Santuario Beato Stanley Rother 
está buscando un director de música 
y organista de tiempo completo para 
colaborar con el clero y otros líderes 
ministeriales para administrar un pro-
grama de liturgia y música multifacético 
al conectarse con las diversas formas y 
estilos del coro parroquial y los músi-
cos para inspirar una combinación. de 
repertorios culturales y tradicionales. 
El director supervisará toda la música 
y brindará acompañamiento de órgano 
para las Misas de fin de semana en in-
glés y español, los días festivos, las Mi-
sas escolares, las liturgias especiales y 
los eventos arquidiocesanos. Debe tener 
un título o certificación equivalente en 
música o un área de estudio similar, 
experiencia en interpretación de órgano 
y dirección coral en un entorno litúrgico 
católico, comprensión de GIRM (Instruc-
ciones Generales del Misal Romano) y 
las rúbricas del Misal Romano, y fluidez 
en inglés y español. El rango de salario 
inicial es de $55,000 a $65,000 dólares, 
acorde con la educación y la experien-
cia. Envíe la carta de presentación y 
el currículum, incluidos los enlaces a 
muestras de audio o video grabadas de 
las actuaciones, a humanresources@
archokc.org.
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Briefs

One morning, when one of my 
daughters was about 5 years 
old, I reminded her of some-
thing she would need that day. 
She stopped and gave me a 
harried look. “Wednesdays are 
my busiest day!”

Perhaps you, like me, are 
feeling that every day is a 
Wednesday. Especially as we 
head into Thanksgiving, Ad-
vent and Christmas, our stress 
levels can take off. It could be 
the pressure of living up to 
unrealistic expectations, or a 
past traumatic experience. It 
manifests in “negative cognitive 
beliefs” according to Dr. Kim-
berly Scipone, therapist and 
Sept. 24 guest on Crystalina 
Evert’s EWTN program, “Women 
Made New “

Scipone wrote a chapter titled 
“Space for Grace,” in Evert’s 
new book, “Women Made New, 
Reflections on Adversity, Trans-
formation and Healing.” Sci-
pone’s work is helping women 
and families in a therapeutic 
setting. Her message in “Space 
for Grace” is don’t let the trau-
ma and dark circumstances of 
your life define you. God loves 
you and has a purpose for you 
to help others. But if you refuse 
to face the darkness in your life, 
you shut off God’s healing and 
prevent your own restoration.

I thought the program was 
an important listen, especially 
at this time of year. The neg-
ative cognitive beliefs that Dr. 
Scipone refers to have every-
thing to do with our spiritual 
battle. They tell us that we are 
of no value and have no power 
to make changes that would 
release us from trauma and 
ongoing stress. Throughout the 
interview, Evert and Scipone 
discuss this dark thinking as 
directly opposed to the reality 
of God’s love for us, leading 
us to depression and despair. 
The women detailed the conse-
quences of this: isolating your-
self because you feel guilt and 

shame, developing negative cop-
ing mechanisms and putting up 
barriers to control people out of 
fear and hopelessness.

Both women encouraged 
listeners to understand that 
their darkness does not have to 
rule their lives. They cited their 
own personal examples, which 
they distilled into some basic 
steps. Overarching everything is 
accepting the love God has for 
us and having the courage to 
believe he wants to restore you. 
Both women agreed that when 
we rely on God, we can admit 
our weakness and vulnerabil-
ity, and then we can be free to 
go for help – first in Confession 
and then in counseling. 

“We are released from fear of 
our own weakness because we 
have the strength of God behind 
us,” Scipone said. Crystalina 
Evert underscored this, stating 
her reliance “on the Eucharistic 
Jesus,” Holy Communion.

Both urged listeners to con-
sider seeking therapy when 
dealing with traumatic and 
difficult circumstances. Scipone 
termed it “conversation and 
connection.” There is no shame, 
she explained, in seeking help 
from a therapist. Once you have 
admitted your weakness to God, 
a therapist or counselor can 
help you understand and put 
your circumstances in per-
spective for a right relationship 
with God. You recognize God’s 
love and grace and his desire 
for you to help others. As you 
help others, you gain access 
to God’s strength, despite your 
weakness. That grace is your 
connection. 

“Especially when your chil-
dren are involved,”Scipone said, 
“you want to work on connec-
tion, not control.”

Listening to this episode of 
“Women Made New” was an 
hour well spent as I prepare for 
the pressures I face in the com-
ing months. Our stresses, big 
and little, can lead us astray. 
This program was a tonic for 
the darkness and despair that 
can infect us. What a boost, 
knowing Jesus has my back 
when I call on his strength!

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Shrine Tepeyac Hill dedication 
Dec. 11

Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 
of the archdiocese and guests at 1 
p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 11 at the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine in Okla-
homa City for an outdoor Mass 
and the blessing of Tepeyac Hill 
and the images of St. Juan Diego 
and Our Lady of Guadalupe. This 
event is open to the public and will 
feature Mass, entertainment, food 
trucks and more. Learn more at 
rothershrine.org/tepeyac-hill.

Mañanitas of Our Lady of   
Guadalupe Dec. 12

Celebrate the Feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe on Monday, Dec. 12, 
with Mañanitas at the Bl. Stanley 
Rother Shrine in Oklahoma City. 
Starting at 5 a.m. there will be 
Mañanitas (a song to Our Lady), a 
rosary, pan dulce and an oppor-
tunity to see the shrine campus 
and Tepeyac Hill. Learn more at  
rothershrine.org/tepeyac-hill.

Rother shrine dedication 
Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 

of the archdiocese, bishops and 
guests for the dedication of the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine on Friday, 
Feb. 17, in Oklahoma City. The 
dedication will be the centerpiece 
of a week-long celebration and is 
open to the public. Seating will be 
limited and available on a first-
come, first-serve basis. Learn more 
at rothershrine.org/dedication.

Rother store
Find items such as rosaries, 

prayer cards, books and Guate-
malan crafts at the Rother Store 
online at rotherstore.com.

Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa and St. 
Gregory’s Abbey have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand the 
history and experiences of Native 
American students in Oklahoma 
Catholic boarding schools from 
1880 to 1965. To contribute doc-
uments, photographs or an oral 
history, e-mail info@oknative-
schoolsproject.org. Visit archokc.
org/oknativeschoolsproject.

Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration will take 

place every Thursday, after the 
11:30 a.m. Mass, from Noon to 
3:50 p.m. in the St. Francis de 
Sales Chapel at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center, 7501 Northwest Ex-
pressway. The period of Adoration 
will conclude with Benediction.

Visitation 
The Secular Order of the Dis-

calced Carmelites of the Bl. Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. Teresa 
of Jesus Community of Oklahoma 
will be having visitations of their 
orders during October, November 
and December. Anyone inspired 
by the spirituality of St. Teresa of 

Jesus and St. John of the Cross 
can contact Letty Silva, O.C.D.S., 
formation director, at (405) 706-
4817 or Susan Staudt, O.C.D.S., 
president, at (405) 473-6328.

Early application
Early application opens for the 

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School Class of 2027, on Nov.1. 
Visit mountstmary.org.

Silver Rose ceremony
The Knights of Columbus Coun-

cil 6477 will have a prayer service 
and Mass at 5 p.m. Nov. 4 at St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church, 
900 S. Littler Ave. in Edmond. 
There will be a symbolic walk of 
the Silver Rose after the 7:30 a.m. 
Mass Nov. 4, from Mitch Park 
to St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church.

OU alumni tailgate
St. Thomas More Catholic 

Church is inviting all OU alumni 
to a tailgate Nov. 5 at 1535 Jen-
kins Ave. in Norman. The event 
begins three hours before the OU 
game. RSVP: tinyurl.com/sooner-
catholics. Contact Janna Clare 
Garza at jannaclare@stm-ou.org. 

Turkey dinner
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church annual turkey dinner is 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m. Nov. 6 in Ross Hall, 
315 S. Main in Kingfisher. Drive 
through carry-out will be available 
at the new parish hall. Contact the 
church office at (405) 375-4616.

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “Advent … 

Resetting the Clock,” presented 
by Fr. Boniface Copelin, O.S.B., is 
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Nov. 12 at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacAr-
thur St., Shawnee. Limited seat-
ing. Attendees must pre-register 
by e-mailing retreats@monksok.
org or call (405) 878-5656. Cost 
$30 pre-paid or $35 at the door. 
Lunch included.

Craft fair - Norman
St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic 

Church craft fair is 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Nov. 12 at 3939 W. Tecumseh in 
Norman.

Craft fair - Mustang
Holy Spirit Catholic Church craft 

fair is 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Nov. 12 at 
1100 N. Sara Rd. in Mustang. 

Holiday market, health fair 
St. Ann Retirement Center hol-

iday market and health fair is 10 
a.m. – 3 p.m. Nov. 12 at 7501 W. 
Britton Rd. in Oklahoma City. 

Thanksgiving dinner
St. Joseph Catholic Church 

will host their 100th Thanksgiving 
dinner 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Nov. 13 at 
211 N. Porter in Norman. Dine-in 
inside the gym and to-go orders. 
Tickets are on sale in the parish 
office 9 a.m. – Noon and 1 p.m. – 4 
p.m. 

Encounter with God’s Call
The next Encounter with God’s 

Call at Conception Seminary Col-
lege is Nov. 12-14. The weekend 
provides an opportunity to discern 
the call to priesthood and learn 
about college seminary life. Visit 
ewgc.org. Contact Fr. John Herre-
ra at (405) 474-5534. 

MSM open house
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School open house is 1 p.m. – 4 
p.m. Nov. 13 at 2801 S. Shartel 
Ave. in Oklahoma City.

To see more briefs, go online to 
archokc.org/briefs. 
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October

30   Thirty-First Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

30   40 Days for Life Rosary, 2 
       p.m., Oklahoma City and 3 
       p.m., Edmond. Contact Mike
       Hurney, mike.hurney@
       outlook.com or Tori Nunn, 
       Warrior-For-Christ@outlook.
       com, respectively.

November 

1     All Saints’ Day. CPC closed.

1     Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
       School Class of 2027 early 
       application begins.

2     The Commemoration of all 
       the Faithful Departed (All 
       Souls’ Day).

3     Feast of St. Martin de Porres.

4     Feast of St. Charles 
       Borromeo.

4     First Friday Sacred Heart 
       Mass, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
       toral Center. Exposition of 
       the Blessed Sacrament 5:30 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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       p.m.; reconciliation prior to 
       Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
       (405) 528-6252.

4     Silver Rose ceremony, 5 p.m., 
       St. John the Baptist Catholic 
       Church, 900 S. Littler Ave., 
       Edmond. 

5     Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
       a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. Contact Con-
       nie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

5     Lay Missionaries of Charity 
       provides an explanation 
       through prayer and the 
       charism of St. Teresa of 
       Calcutta. Meeting on the first 
       Saturday of the month at St. 
       Ann for Holy Mass at 9:30 
       a.m., adoration and the Ro-
       sary. On the third Saturday of 
       the month the meeting is at 
       Holy Innocents’ conference 
       room. Contact Toni Harrelson 
       at (405) 341-2199.

5     OU alumni tailgate, three 
       hours before the game, St. 
       Thomas More Catholic 
       Church, 100 Stinson St., 
       Norman.

6      Thirty-Second Sunday in 
        Ordinary Time.

6     Daylight Saving Time ends.

6     40 Days for Life Rosary, 2 
       p.m., Oklahoma City and 3 
       p.m., Edmond. Contact Mike 
       Hurney, mike.hurney@
       outlook.com or Tori Nunn, 
       Warrior-For-Christ@outlook.
       com, respectively.

6     Third Order (Lay) Dominicans 
       meeting, 3 p.m. - 5 p.m., St. 
       Monica Catholic Church, Ed-
       mond (St. Ambrose building 
       room No. 105), for any Cath-
       olic layperson drawn to re-
       ligious life. Call John or Mary 
       McClernon, (405) 313-6611.

6     Turkey dinner, 11 a.m. – 6 
       p.m., Sts. Peter and Paul 
       Catholic Church Ross Hall, 
       315 S. Main, Kingfisher.

9     The Dedication of the Lateran 
       Basilica.

9     Catholic War Veterans USA 
       the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
       No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., Sun-
       nylane Family Reception Cen-
       ter, 3900 S.E. 29, Del City. 
       Contact (405) 760-3886, 
       OklaPost168@cox.net. Masks 
       and social distancing required. 

10   Feast of St. Leo the Great.

11   Feast of St. Martin of Tours.

11   Veterans Day.

12   Feast of St. Josaphat.

12   Encounter with God’s Call 
       weekend. Visit ewgc.org.
       Contact Fr. John Herrera,  
       (405) 474-5534.

12   Day of Reflection, “Advent … 
       Resetting the Clock,” 8:30 
       a.m. - 3 p.m., St. Gregory’s 
       Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur 
       St., Shawnee.

12   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
       a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

12   Craft fair, is 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
       St. Mark the Evangelist Cath-
       olic Church, 3939 W. Tecum-
       seh in Norman.

12   Craft fair, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
       Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 
       1100 N. Sara Rd., Mustang.

12   Holiday market and health 
       fair, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., St. Ann 
       Retirement Center, 7501 W. 
       Britton Rd. in Oklahoma City.



Sooner Catholic20   October 30, 2022

God is calling men you know. Will you help them answer Him?
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