
Recently, a new busi-
ness has been grac-
ing the art communi-
ty of Oklahoma City, 
offering a variety of 

items including stationary, mag-
nets and prints – with a decidedly 
Catholic influence, all sold online 
from a home in northwest Oklaho-
ma City.

Stephen and Leigha Liuzza are 
the proprietors of Zelie Creative 
Co. Leigha is the co-founder with 
sister, Julia Price, who serves as 
a graphic designer. Stephen is a 
physical therapist and serves as 

CFO and COO of the company.
The business was named after 

Saint Zélie Guérin Martin, the 
mother of Saint Thérèse of Lisieux.

“She was a devoted wife and 
mother, focused mostly on leading 
her family to Christ. Leigha and 
her sister, Julia, really connect 
with that priority,” explained Ste-
phen. “Secondly, she was a lace-
maker and small-business owner. 
So, to call her our patron seems 
right since she’s also a creative 
spirit.”

The Liuzzas are members of 
Saint Eugene Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City. It was at Saint 
Eugene that the couple met, al-
though Stephen is originally from 
New Orleans. His father relocated 

to Oklahoma City for his medical 
career, and Stephen soon followed, 
after graduating from Louisiana 
State University.

“My father took a job doing 
hospital administration, and after 
graduating, I moved home to live 
with my parents, and save mon-
ey,” said Stephen. 

Leigha added, “We met at 
church, and the rest is history.”

Stephen would later finish his 
physical therapy education at 
Langston University. The couple 
soon started a family togeth-
er, with Stephen in his physical 
therapy role, and Leigha as an art 
teacher at Mount Saint Mary 
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Go Make Disciples

Together in Holiness conference help couples 
discover God’s plan for their marriages

By Courtney Rhone 
The Sooner Catholic

By Everett Brazil, III 
The Sooner Catholic

A panel discussion was held at the Together in Holiness conference 
on Oct. 29 in Oklahoma City. Photo Courtney Rhone/Sooner Catholic.

Local Catholic artists seek to bring truth, beauty 
and goodness to the world of art and design

Zelie Creative Co. is a new local Catholic business. Photo provided.

continued on page 20 Stephen and Leigha Liuzza

Christ the King Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
City hosted the first Together in Holiness confer-
ence on Oct. 29. Together in Holiness is a marriage 
enrichment initiative that inspires couples to grow 
together in holiness and empowers and equips par-
ents to form their children in the Catholic faith. The 
conference began with Mass celebrated by Arch-
bishop Coakley.

continued on page 8
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a That prayer, hard work 
and generous service will 
prepare many men and 
women to answer the Lord’s 
call to follow him as priests, 
deacons and in the conse-
crated life. We pray to the 
Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

a Watch construction of 
the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
on a live webcam at archokc.
org/shrinewebcam.

a Watch the official docu-
mentary on Oklahoma’s Bl. 
Stanley Rother at stanley-
rother.org or https://youtu.
be/hsOvNtoZVzc. Copies also 
are available at the Rother 
Store online at rotherstore.
com.

a Our seminarians are 
away from home for months 
at a time during their for-
mation. To become a Semi-
narian Pen Pal, go online to 
archokc.org/penpal to find 
their addresses and write a 
note.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln pro-
claimed a National Day of Thanksgiving to be 
observed on the final Thursday in November 
throughout the United States. The precedents 
for such a day of thanksgiving go back much 
further in our history. 

We celebrate Thanksgiving Day as a na-
tion by taking time to be thankful and ex-
press gratitude for the good things we have 
received: our life, our family, our friends, 
our freedom and, for us Catholics, our faith. 
On this one day every year, everyone in our 
country, no matter how divided we may be 
politically, socially or economically can be 
united in gratitude.

For us as Christians, however, this grati-
tude for the good things we have received in 
life is not meant to be a confined to a single 
day in November. 

Saint Paul exhorts us, “Rejoice always, pray 
constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you” (1 Thess 5:16-18). In another place he 
tells us, “Have no anxiety about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God” (Phil 4:6). 

The witness of Scripture is clear that 
gratitude is a daily duty of those who fol-
low Christ. The same attitude we have on 
Thanksgiving Day, in which we call to mind 
the blessings we have received, ought to be 
our attitude every single day of our lives, in 
every circumstance in which we find our-
selves. This poses a challenge to each of us: 
How do I foster this sense of gratitude with 
which I am called to live constantly as a 
Christian disciple? I would like to offer two 
very simple ways in which we can better fos-
ter this virtue of thanksgiving or gratitude in 
our own spiritual lives.

The first is to make a daily examination 
of our lives. At the end of your day, before 
going to bed, spend a little time looking back 
at your day. Go hour by hour and recall the 
events of your day. As you do so, search in 
your memory for the ways in which the Lord 
worked in your life. Whether it be through a 
good conversation with a friend or one of our 

beautiful Oklahoma 
sunsets or a particu-
lar word you received 
from the Lord while 
praying with Scrip-
ture.

God is constantly 
bestowing blessings 
upon us. In everything that happens in our 
lives, it is possible to discern the hand of God 
inviting us closer to himself. This daily habit 
of prayerfully examining how God has been 
present and active in our lives will open our 
hearts to recognize him more clearly. It also 
will foster a greater sense of wonder and grat-
itude as we live our lives each day.

A second thing we can do to foster thank-
fulness is found again in Sacred Scripture. 
In Psalm 116, we pray, “How can I repay the 
Lord for the good done for me? I will offer 
a sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the 
name of the Lord” (Ps 116: 12,17). When I 
was ordained a priest, my parents gave me a 
beautiful chalice as an ordination gift. I had 
those words engraved on the chalice as a re-
minder to be thankful always. 

Eucharist means thanksgiving. The celebra-
tion of the Eucharist is “the source and sum-
mit of the Christian Life” (Lumen Gentium 
11). Every day at Mass, the Christian faithful 
throughout the world gather to celebrate the 
Eucharist and participate in the sacrifice of 
Jesus on the Cross. What better way is there 
to foster a eucharistic heart, a heart filled 
with gratitude, than by participating often in 
the Paschal Mystery of Christ that brings us 
salvation? 

During this time of our national Eucharistic 
Revival, I encourage each of you to partic-
ipate in daily Mass whenever possible. If it 
isn’t possible for you, I at least challenge you 
to deepen your appreciation for participating 
fully in Sunday Mass. If we all grow in our 
appreciation for the Eucharist, we will grow 
together as the Body of Christ, and fulfill our 
Christian calling to live and offer our lives 
in thanksgiving to God through, with and in 
Christ.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Give thanks always

Loving God, 
you are the source of every 
blessing. As we celebrate 

Thanksgiving, grant us the 
grace to recognize the bless-
ings you have placed in our 

lives and help us to be grate-
ful for all that we have re-

ceived. For people who travel, 
grant safe passage and good 
health. For people who will 
not see family or friends, 

grant the solace of your loving 
presence. Make us one in 
your love, as you are one, 

God, forever and ever. 
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Nov. 13 – USCCB Divine Worship committee, 12:30 p.m., Baltimore
Nov. 13 – USCCB Religious Liberty committee, 6 p.m., Baltimore
Nov. 14-17 – USCCB general meeting, Baltimore
Nov. 18 – Wine tasting supporting Catholic education, 6 p.m., private residence
Nov. 20 – Confirmation, 3 p.m., Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Okarche
Nov. 22 – Archdiocesan Building Committee, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 22 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Nov. 22 – Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Nov. 23 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Nov. 24 – Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 25 – CPC offices closed for Thanksgiving holiday
Nov. 27 – 60th Anniversary Mass, 10 a.m., St. Andrew Catholic Church, Moore
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“Christ has no body but yours, no hands no 
feet on earth but yours”

As construction of the Bl. Stan-
ley Rother Shrine is finishing up, 
and people are preparing for the 
dedication events, the shrine staff 
is also being built up. In Octo-
ber, Vanessa Baquera joined the 
shrine team, and she will serve as 
the manager of the gift shop and 
museum. 

Welcome Vanessa! 

Rother shrine update

This year’s theme for the Catholic 
Charities Annual Appeal, “Christ 
has no body but yours, no hands 
no feet on earth but yours,” per-
tains to the seven Corporal Works 

of Mercy. Corporal meaning from the body, and 
mercy commonly meaning a gift or kindness. 
Something done from the body that is a gift of 
kindness. That is exactly the 
story of Promise Ekpe and his 
brother. 

Promise is a young man from 
Nigeria. He has been a legal 
and productive resident of the 
United States for several years. 
He has a beautiful wife and 
family. After their incredible 
journey from Nigeria to the 
United States, and achieving 
the American dream, Promise 
was diagnosed with Paroxys-
mal Nocturnal Hemoglobinuria 
and Aplastic Anemia. Both 
are caused by a gene muta-
tion, and in cases as severe as 
Promise’s, the only treatment 
is a bone marrow transplant 
from a compatible donor. Ac-
cording to the Institute of Jus-
tice, 75% of people of African 
American descent requiring a 
bone marrow transplant perish 
as a result of not finding a 
compatible donor. There was 
not a single match in the bone 
marrow registry for Promise. 
All of Promise’s family volun-
teered to be tested and only 
his brother was a match. 

Promise’s brother still lives 
in Nigeria. His daily life is in 
devotion to others. He works at a boarding 
school in Nigeria, helping to shape the minds 
of young people. He cares for his family and 
spends all his free time caring for his and 
Promise’s mother. When Promise’s brother 
learned that Promise needed a transplant, he 
did not hesitate. He endured a long journey to 
a hospital to test his bone marrow, an incred-

ibly painful procedure, but he knew he was 
Promise’s only chance of survival.  

Promise was given mere months to live and 
frantically began the immigration process to 
allow his brother to come to the United States 
and donate his bone marrow. Promise sent 
several applications for a Humanitarian Visa 
for his brother, and every single time the appli-

cations were denied. Promise had almost given 
up, until he contacted Catholic Charities and 
hope was restored. 

The Immigration Legal Services Department 
of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City began the monumental effort 
to obtain a Humanitarian Visa. There had 
been several prior denials, but the team began 

a fight against a ticking clock with a consul-
tation with Promise. It was determined that a 
Humanitarian Visa Application was viable, and 
the arduous task of document collection and 
drafting began. This process required affida-
vits, financial statements, and many other 
documents from Promise’s brother and his 
associates in Nigeria, Promise and his associ-

ates in Oklahoma and 
the Immigration Legal 
Services team. 

On April 1, 2021, the 
application packet to 
request authorization 
for Promise’s brother 
to travel to Oklahoma 
was sent to the United 
States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services 
(USCIS). Two months 
later, light-speed for 
USCIS, the application 
was approved. Prom-
ise’s brother traveled to 
Oklahoma, the trans-
plant was performed, 
Promise’s brother was 
allowed time to heal 
and he traveled back to 
Nigeria. The transplant 
was successful. Promise 
was discharged from 
the hospital in August 
2021 and is on the road 
to a full recovery! 

Due to the hard work 
and effort lead by the 
Immigration Legal 
Services Department 
of Catholic Charities, 

Promise’s brother was allowed to visit the sick 
and to care for the ill. Now, Promise’s future is 
no longer in jeopardy and, because, of dona-
tions to the annual appeal, he will go on and 
perform the seven Corporal Works of Mercy for 
others.

Live out the faith through this work. Make 
a gift today! To give to the Catholic Charities 
Annual Appeal, visit givetocc.org.

Visit the Sick – The story of Promise Ekpe and his brother

Catholic Charities employees with Promise Ekpe. (L to R) Miriam Martinez, Kenia Castillo, 
Promise Ekpe, Sara Bobbitt, Mayra Montenegro and Yenth Chaidez. Photo provided. 
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Brother Dominic Lam-
bert, OSB, was a 
witness to the very 

beginnings of the Church in 
Oklahoma as the traveling 
companion, and assistant, 
to Father Isidore Robot. The 
monks came to the state from 
France to establish the faith 
in what was most assured-
ly mission territory. Brother 
Dominic’s story is unique, 
in that he served as a Papal 
Zouave enlisted to protect the 
Papal States and Rome from 
the Italian Nationalists in the 
1860s. He became a member of 
a strict-observance Benedictine 

monastery at Pierre-qui-
Vire in France, making 

his profession in 
1870. His experience 
and physical prowess 
made him the obvi-

ous choice to accompany the 
less than robust Robot.

Embarking from New Orle-
ans, they spent time in Loui-
siana where Brother Dominic 
contracted yellow fever. Ex-
tremely ill, he battled through 
the disease that killed thou-
sands, and with Father Isidore, 
finally arrived in Atoka on Oct. 
12, 1875. 

With the generosity of the 
Potawatomi tribe, the mon-
astery of Sacred Heart was 
founded near Konawa. Father 
Isidore had been appointed 
Prefect Apostolic of the Territo-
ry to oversee the expansion of 
the Church in Oklahoma. The 
ever-resourceful Brother Lam-
bert helped to build the first log 
structure at Sacred Heart in 
1877.

He continued to serve as 

Dom Isidore’s companion on 
his many travels throughout 
the state until the Prefect’s 
resignation in 1886. Brother 
Dominic returned to Sacred 
Heart to become the master 
of the wine cellar, as his vines 
provided what was necessary 
for sacramental wine and con-
sumption at the abbey. This 
was his work until he decided 
to return to Europe in 1912 to 
the Abbey at Kain in Belgium, 
where he died three years later.

As the intrepid partner to 
one of the most prominent 
figures in the history of the 
Church in Oklahoma, Brother 
Dominic Lambert is one of the 
lesser-known figures of this 
critical time and fulfilled his 
duties while being faithful to 
the Benedictine credo “Ora et 
Labora” (prayer and work).

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Br. Dominic Lambert standing to the right of Fr. Isidore Robert with the Mercy Sisters.

Mothers from around Okla-
homa, and in different 
stages of motherhood, gath-
ered on Oct. 22 at St. John 
Nepomuk Catholic Church 
in Yukon for the Merciful 
Mama’s Retreat lead by 
speaker Lauren 
Nelson, creator 
of Gathering 
Manna. The 
mothers discov-
ered how God’s 
way of parenting 
can transform 
their way of par-
enting, and they 
learned secrets 
from the saints 
about how to 
stay present, 
glean more joy 
from days with 
their children, 
all the while 
deepening their 
own prayer and 
holiness. 

Photos 
provided. 

On Friday, Oct. 14, several lead-
ers of the Industrial Areas Founda-
tion network had the rare oppor-
tunity to visit with Pope Francis at 
the Vatican. I was fortunate to be 
part of this group as pastor of Saint 
Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
in Oklahoma City and leader of the 
local IAF organization, VOICE. 

I was among the group of the 
interfaith delegation of 20 leaders 
and organizers from the West/
Southwest Industrial Areas Foun-
dation. We met with the Holy Fa-
ther to share our collective work 
of broad-based organizing at a 
time when Pope Francis is guiding 
the global church in the historic 
Synod listening process. 

The Holy Father sat side-by-side 
with us in his residence. What 
ensued was a true dialogue, a 
90-minute conversation in Span-
ish with lots of back-and-forth 
engagement. The encounter was 
filled with many graced moments 
about both the joys and the strug-
gles of organizing work, and the 
work of the Church, past, present 
and to come.

This invitation to meet was in 
large part due to the recognition 
of our work by local bishops, in 
particular those involved with the 
Recognizing the Stranger strategy, 
which is dedicated to formation 
and leadership development of im-
migrant parishioners. As well, our 
involvement to support the Synod 
process in multiple dioceses has 
helped to bring those in the mar-
gins to the center of the synodal 
dialogue.

As the leaders shared experienc-
es of organizing, we were struck by 
how carefully he listened, asked 
questions, and engaged with lots 
of humor. 

Early on, the Pope reflected, 
“Usaron mucho las palabras ‘ver’ 
y ‘escuchar,’ ... Me impresiona 
que ninguno de ustedes es parte 
de alguna teoría. Ninguno dice ‘leí 
un libro y me interesó eso.’” (“You 
constantly use the words ‘to see’ 
and ‘to listen.’ I am impressed that 
none of you start with any theory. 
No one says ‘I read a book and 
that interested me,’).” “El peligro 
es intelectualizar el problema.” 
(“The danger is when you intellec-
tualize a problem,”).

Pope Francis emphasized the im-
portance of being with people and 
paying attention to their reality, 
emphasizing “Amor Concreto,” love 
concretely in action, saying that 
he understood our work as seeing 
and hearing of injustice in the real 
lives of people, acting to change 
the situation and being changed 
ourselves as a result. 

He expressed his appreciation 
for the focus on what the leaders 
are doing, rather than to complain 
about what is not being done or to 

disparage anyone. “Ust-
edes no menospreciaron a 
nadie.” 

Before concluding our 
meeting, he thanked us 
for the visit, saying that 
although he had never 
known of IAF before, he 
was glad that he knew us 
now and he welcomed fur-
ther conversation around 
our continuing work with 
the Synod process.

Some in our delegation were 
able to meet also with others at 
the Vatican, including leader-
ship in the Dicastery for Integral 
Human Development, the Gen-
eral Secretariat of the Synod and 
the Pontifical Commission for 
Latin America. It was a trip that 
opened many doors.

We are grateful to all of you for 
your support of this historic vis-
it. Many of you contributed with 
your prayers, advice, encourage-
ment and financial investment. 
We spent a full day in advance 
of the meeting with Pope Francis 
by conducting our own synodal 
process. We all felt our obliga-
tion to you and those who came 
before us in making this pilgrim-
age possible.

We teach that power recogniz-
es power. For Pope Francis, “el 
verdadero poder es el servicio,” 
(“True power is service,”).  

Recounting the Good Samar-
itan, he clearly stated that the 
Gospel cannot be understood 
without acting with those who 
are suffering. He recognized the 
leaders and organizations of the 
IAF and the powerful work that 
is happening every day at the 
margins. He referred to the IAF 
as “Good News for the United 
States.”

We are humbled to represent 
the many decades of work from 
those who preceded us and we 
are encouraged in the continua-
tion of our work into the future. 

November 13, 2022   5Sooner Catholic

Community organizers meet with Pope Francis, 
Vatican officials

God is calling men you know. 
Will you help them answer Him?

Seminarian Education Fund 2022

Please visit:  
archokc.org/seminarianfund

Please call: 
405-709-2745

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

By Fr. Tim Luschen 

Above: Leaders of the Industrial 
Areas Foundation network met 
with Pope Francis in October. 

Left: Fr. Tim Luschen, pastor at 
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City, met 
Pope Francis on Oct. 14 at the 
Vatican. 

Photos provided.
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Archdiocese of Oklahoma City to 
hold collection to aid Catholic 

aging religious

Fr. William Novak, V.G.

Fr. Novak is the vicar gener-
al and moderator of the curia 
for the chancery, where he 
has served for 17 years. He 
has been vicar general for 10 
years and served as vocations 
director before that. He is 
pastor of St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
City and serves on many com-
mittees and advisory boards, 
including committees for the 
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine. His 
hobbies include oil painting, 
traveling, especially to the 
Southwest, and walking his 
dog, Bullet.

OKLAHOMA CITY — The National Religious Re-
tirement Office announces that on Dec. 10-11, the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City will hold the annual 
Retirement Fund for Religious collection in parish-
es throughout the archdiocese. 

Last year, parishioners of the archdiocese do-
nated $101,401.98 to the collection. In 2022, the 
Benedictine Fathers received a total of $33,131.47 
in financial support made possible by the Retire-
ment Fund for Religious.

About the upcoming collection, NRRO Executive 
Director Sister Stephanie Still, a member of the 
Sisters of the Presentation of San Francisco, said, 
“The care of our aging religious presents an enor-
mous financial responsibility. It is our privilege to 
care for those who gave a lifetime of tireless ser-
vice, and I feel we are deeply blessed by all the U.S. 
Catholic donors who have steadfastly contributed 
to this fund.”

Historically, Catholic sisters, brothers and reli-

gious order priests — known collectively as women 
and men religious — served for little to no pay. 
With rising health-care expenses, hundreds of U.S. 
religious communities face a large gap between the 
needs of their older members and the funds avail-
able to support their care. As a result, many now 
lack adequate retirement savings.  

The 2021 appeal raised nearly $28.5 million, and 
the NRRO distributed funding to 271 U.S. religious 
communities. Donations also underwrite resources 
that help religious communities improve elder care 
and plan for long-term retirement needs.  

The National Religious Retirement Office coor-
dinates the annual national appeal for the Retire-
ment Fund for Religious and distributes financial 
assistance for retirement needs to eligible religious 
institutes. To help address the deficit in retirement 
funding among U.S. religious orders, Catholic bish-
ops of the United States initiated the Retirement 
Fund for Religious Collection in 1988.

In remembrance of the deceased 
monks of St. Gregory’s Abbey, Mass 
was celebrated on Nov. 3 in the Abbey 
Church and the community gathered 
in prayer at the Abbey Cemetery. This 
annual gathering is to remember the 
monks buried at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
Sacred Heart, Montebello, Calif. and 
other locations. Photos Theresa Bragg.

Above: Rt. Rev. Lawrence 
Stasyszen, O.S.B., abbot 
of St. Gregory’s Abbey 
blessed the cemetery.

Left: Br. Damian Wha-
len, O.S.B. and Br. John 
Michael Nguyen, O.S.B. 
reflect on some of the de-
ceased monks buried at 
St. Gregory’s Abbey.

Above: Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B. 
and Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B.

Right: Fr. Martin Lugo, O.S.B., Fr. Charles 
Buckley, O.S.B. and Fr. Paul Zahler, O.S.B. 
gathered in prayer at the cemetery.
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Legacy society Mass, luncheon

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma held its first Meer-
schaert Legacy Society Mass and luncheon on Oct. 20 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City.

The event served to recognize and thank those who are remem-
bering the Church in their estate plans.

The legacy society is named for Theophile Meerschaert, the first 
Catholic bishop in Oklahoma. Meerschaert was named Vicar Apos-
tolic of Indian Territory in 1891. During the next 32 years, he estab-
lished parishes, appointed pastors and recruited religious sisters to 
staff schools and hospitals.

Archbishop Coakley noted during the luncheon that Meerschae-
rt’s work put the Church in Oklahoma on solid ground, and that 
estate gifts from those in attendance will help the Church in the 
future.

“The Catholic Church here is healthy and growing, and that’s not 
the case as much in some parts of the country,” said Archbishop 
Coakley. “Your gifts will help parishes, schools and other ministries 
for years to come.”

If anyone has provided a gift in their will to support their parish 
or other Church ministry, let the Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma 
know. Supporters will be enrolled in the Bishop Meerschaert Legacy 
Society and will be invited to future society activities. Visit cfook.
org/legacysociety or call (405) 721-4115.

Archbishop Coakley spoke during the first Meerschaert Legacy Society luncheon 
on Oct. 20 at the Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City. Photos Rosalinda 
Rivera.

On Nov. 2, All Soul’s Day, Sr. Barbara Joseph Foley, Fr. Rex Arnold, two 
members of the Order of Malta and Resurrection Cemetery staff interred 
the first cremated re-
mains into a crypt pur-
chased by Sr. Barbara 
Joseph at Resurrection 
Memorial Cemetery in 
Oklahoma City. The 
crypt will be the final 
resting place for the 
cremated remains of 
those who had no fam-
ily to provide a proper 
burial, including those 
who were orphaned 
and those who’s family 
didn’t have the means 
to pay for a proper 
burial. Fr. Arnold, chaplain of Sr. 
BJ’s Pantry, a ministry to homeless 
men and women in Oklahoma City, 
blessed the space and interred the 
remains of two individuals. The first 
was Claude Boswell, a homeless gen-
tleman who Sr. BJ’s Pantry worked 
with during his life. The second indi-
vidual was a man who died in 2008, 
was cremated and never claimed by 
his family. Both now have been pro-
vided a final resting place thanks to 
the efforts of Sr. Barbara Joseph and 
those who support Sr. BJ’s Pantry. 
The crypt will be opened twice per 
year in order to inter any others who 
have died and were not provided 
with a proper burial.

Sister BJ’s Pantry Homeless Friends Crypt
Blessing and First Interment

Photos Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic. 
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continued from page 1

Together in Holiness conference help couples 
discover God’s plan for their marriages

Many couples, ranging from 
newly engaged couples to couples 
who have been married for more 
than 30 years, gathered for Mass 
and a marriage blessing, engaging 
presentations, reconciliation and 
eucharistic adoration. 

The Together in Holiness Con-
ference also allowed couples 
to socialize with other Catholic 
couples. During his homily, Arch-
bishop Coakley discussed count-
er-cultural scripture passages 
and stressed the importance of 
understanding what the pattern 
of a Christian life is. 

“Husbands and wives should be 
subordinate to one another out 
of reverence to Christ,” extolled 
Archbishop Coakley, quoting 
from scripture. “The pattern of 
the Christian life is to become a 
gift for others and to receive a gift 
from others.” 

Mass was followed by several 
presentations. The first speaker, 
Roland Millare, S.T.D., vice pres-
ident of curriculum and director 
of clergy initiatives at the Saint 
John Paul II Foundation, spoke 
about the Eucharistic Form of 
Life. 

“We are called to integrate the 
sacraments into our daily lives, 
which is why the ‘eucharist must 
become the very form of our 

lives,’” explained Millare. 
Alexander Schimpf, 

director of Marriage and 
Family Life Ministry for 
the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, spoke on a 
panel discussing the 
meaning of the domestic 
church. He emphasized 
the Christian family as 
being the first place of 
education in prayer. 

The domestic church 
“reminds us that we will 
be judged on the religious 
migration of our families,” 
said Schimpf. “In the end, 
what will be important is, 
‘did you help your family 
get to heaven?’”

After the panel discus-
sion, couples were en-
couraged to spend time 
in prayer together and to 
participate in the sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

The final speaker of the confer-
ence was author Haley Stewart. 
She discussed the importance of 
liturgical living in the home. The 
first Together in Holiness Con-
ference concluded with closing 
comments and a sending forth.

Learn more about the Saint 
John Paul II Foundation at   
forlifeandfamily.org.

Courtney Rhone is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Above: Archbishop Coakley 
celebrated Mass at the To-
gether in Holiness conference 
for married and engaged 
couples on Oct. 29 at Christ 
the King Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City. 

Left: Roland Millare, S.T.D., 
vice president of curriculum 
and director of clergy initia-
tives at the St. John Paul II 
Foundation.

Photos Courtney Rhone/
Sooner Catholic.
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Archbishop Coakley blessed and dedicated the University of Central 
Oklahoma’s new Catholic student center under the patronage of St. John 
Paul II on Sept. 14. The Mass brought students from UCO, Oklahoma 
Christian University and other surrounding schools to the centralized 
location for many Catholic college students seeking community, a place 
to pray and continue to be disciples of Jesus Christ. Photos provided.

The second-annual Broncho Bash was held 
on Oct. 21 at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Edmond. More than 150 guests 
attended to support the growing ministry of 
Broncho Catholic at the University of Central 
Oklahoma. The ministry strives to serve stu-
dents at UCO, Oklahoma Christian University, 

Oklahoma City University 
and other surrounding 
schools. It was a 
night of trivia, food, 
testimonies from 
students and danc-
ing. The night raised 
more than $25,000 
to fund the expens-
es of the ministry 

and contribute to the expansion of the 
current student center facilities to ac-
commodate more students. To support 
the mission at Broncho Catholic, or re-
fer college students seeking communi-
ty, visit bronchocatholic.com. Photos provided.

Archbishop blesses new 
Catholic student center

    Broncho Bash

First Friday Mass
The monthly first-Friday Mass 

in honor of the Sacred Heart 
is 7 p.m. at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway in Oklahoma City. 
Adoration with confessions 
available from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. For more information 
about Home Enthronement, 
contact Francisco Lozano at 
(405) 921-5095, filozano12@
gmail.com. Sponsored by the 
archdiocesan Marriage and 
Family Life office. 

Join the Serra Club
The Serra Club of Oklahoma 

City is a group of lay women 
and men who promote and pray 
for vocations in the archdio-
cese. The group meets at 10:30 
a.m. on the third Tuesday of 
each month at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway in Oklahoma City, 
with Mass following in the St. 
Francis de Sales chapel. Learn 
more at serraokc.org.
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Parishioners at Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church 
in Duncan held their first religious 
education fall festival. The parents 
dressed their children up as a saint 
or Bible character. The evening 
started with everyone enjoying pizza 
donated by the Knights of Columbus. 
The students then rotated to three 
different stations: games, story and a 
craft station. Photos provided.

Seven students from Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School were selected as National 
Merit Semifinalists. They are (L to R) Jacob Love, Noah Rice, Maureen Grimes, Jack Dolan, 
Henry Ison, Encho Genchev and Curt Schwager. Photo provided.

The Enid Cath-
olic Community 
hosted a Dia 
de los Muertos 
dinner fund-
raiser on Oct. 
29 at St. Fran-
cis Xavier Cath-
olic Church in 
Enid. Proceeds 
will benefit 
Totus Tuus and 
a Steubenville 
trip. Photos 
provided.

Parishioners at St. Mark the 
Evangelist Catholic Church 
in Norman held an October-
fest celebration on Oct. 2. 
Photos David Long. 

Parishioners at St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church in Harrah and St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church in McLoud celebrated the Feast Day of St. Teresa of Avila Feast Day on Oct. 16. 
Mass was celebrated by Fr. Deva Undralla and Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., abbot of St. Gregory’s Abbey. The day included a catered meal and a procession from the church to the 
prayer garden near the statue of St. Teresa of Avila. This year, parishioners had a nine-day novena to St. Teresa of Avila in the church prior to her Feast Day on Oct. 15. Photos provided. 

The Mount St. Mary Catholic High School volleyball team won the 2022 Class 5A Volleyball State Champi-
onship. The Rockets defeated Bishop McGuinness in three straight sets to claim the title. Rocket Volleyball 
finished the season with 41 wins, the most wins in Mount St. Mary history. The team includes - Freshman: 
Kenleigh Booth, Ally Cataoano, Ella Hale and Bella Huckaby. Sophomores: Georgia Ahlert, McKenzie Bass, 
Sienna Easley, Abby Fudickar, Gia McGrew and Liv Ward. Juniors: Ally Fees and Avery Moses. Seniors: Jane 
Ertl, Caroline Galavan and Maria Roquemore. Team Manager: Sophomore, Maddison Russell. Photo provided. 

Fr. Joe Arledge and parishioners at St. Patrick Catholic Church in Oklahoma City celebrated All Saints’ Day with a celebration after Mass on Oct. 30. Photos Fran Kozakowski. 
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Archbishop 
Coakley visited 
Mount St. Mary 
Catholic High 
School on Nov. 
1. He toured 
the school, met 
with the Rocket 
state champion 
volleyball team 
for a picture 
and visited with 
the Rocket stu-
dents. Photos 
provided. 

The directors, cast and crew of the Mount St. Mary Catholic High School one-act play 
claimed third place at the state competition for Class 5A. Hanna Andreassen was named to 
the All-State cast. Photo provided. 

Parishioners at St. Patrick Catholic Church in Oklahoma City held a carnival on Oct. 16. They had food, music, dances and bouncy houses. Photos Fran Kozakowski.



The possibility of suffering from dementia later 
in life is a worrisome and unpleasant prospect 
for many of us. Most people I know would like 
to remain in possession of their mental facul-
ties until the end. Stephen Post, director of the 
Center for Medical Humanities, Compassionate 
Care and Bioethics at Stonybrook University 
describes it this way: 

“The leading symptoms of dementia are, 
frankly, terrifying: loss of memory, of language 
and of reasoning ability. We all feel at least a 
slight anxiety about dementia because these 
dreaded symptoms seem to assault our very 
identities, to dissolve the autobiographical 
narratives that constitute the very story of our 
lives.”

The dreaded symptoms of dementia may lead 
to spiritual temptations. The prospect of losing 
autonomy and control can lead some to despair 
and even attempt suicide. 

What can we say about the meaning of a 
life-changing reality like dementia for ourselves 
and our loved ones? Could it be that God is 
seeking to carry out a particular spiritual work?

For some who face dementia, it can have 
the effect of getting them off the treadmill and 
detaching them from those aspects of their lives 
that may be binding them, whether it’s work 
and career, hobbies or pastimes, or something 
else that may be drawing them away from a 
needed spiritual focus.

In one of his articles, Stephen Post mentions 
Peter, who through his struggle with a diagnosis 
of Alzheimer’s, experienced a spiritual reawak-
ening and encountered the Lord’s grace: 

“I’d say, ‘Why did you let this happen to me? 
I had such a good career. Everything was going 

fine for me.’ He would say to me probably, ‘Well, 
why did you fight it? I was trying to lead you 
in this direction.’ Oh, I didn’t realize that. Well, 
I’ve come to the conclusion that everything has 
a purpose, so the good Lord, he knows the best 
for you. So maybe this was to slow me down to 
enjoy life and to enjoy my family and to enjoy 
what’s out there. And right now, I can say that 
I’m a better person for it, in appreciation of oth-
er people’s needs and illnesses, than I ever was 
when I was working that rat race back and forth 
day to day.”

It can be very hard for a family, especially a 
spouse, to watch the slow destruction of a loved 
one’s faculties. At times the person suffering 
from dementia can become so frustrated they 
are aggressive towards those around them. 
There is need for a great deal of patience and 
spiritual and social support in these situations.

The lives of caregivers tend to be upended and 
changed profoundly by caring for a family mem-
ber, relative or friend with dementia, and the 
generous love they share is itself often sustained 
by faith in God. As caregivers watch their loved 
ones with “deep forgetfulness” disengage from 
the people around them, and from other previ-
ously important reference points in their lives, 
they also witness the emergence of an unmis-
takable simplicity in those they care for. 

In a 2010 essay, Mary Anne Moresco beauti-
fully sums up her dad’s and her family’s trans-
formative spiritual journey this way:

“My 83-year-old father has dementia. He can 
remember things that happened a lifetime ago 
like it was yesterday, but he often can’t remem-
ber yesterday at all … My father needs this time 
in life. And we, his children, need it too. We 

need to 
glimpse 
into his 
past days, 
as he 
journeys 
backward. 
We need 
to show 
him love, as best as we can. We need to offer 
up our prayers for him. This time is useful. It is 
valuable. For everything there is a season, and 
this winter season of my father’s life is part of 
what will help guide his soul into eternity. Dad, 
through his dementia is working out his salva-
tion. He isn’t doing that the way his children 
wanted him to do it. He isn’t doing that the way 
he wanted to do it. He is doing it the way God 
has deemed that he must do it. ‘… unless you 
become like little children, you will not ender 
the Kingdom of Heaven.’ (Matt. 18:3) … With 
each passing month, my father grows more 
humble and more childlike, more dependent 
and more trusting and I do not doubt, closer to 
our Lord and to Heaven.”

As the symptoms and complications of de-
mentia unfold, the challenges we face from the 
disease can unexpectedly become an invitation 
from God. Although dementia can contribute 
to spiritual growth, it almost always involves 
a great deal of suffering for all concerned, and 
the challenges should not be underestimated. 
Such moments, nevertheless, offer important 
opportunities to grow in grace, to slow down, 
to reevaluate our priorities and to enter into a 
more profound relationship with him who is our 
final destination and abiding hope.
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We are privileged to have worked 
alongside the Oklahoma

community at:
SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital, Oklahoma City

SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital, Shawnee
SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital Midwest, Midwest City

SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital South

Thank you for journeying
with us.

Franciscan Sisters of Mary
(Formerly known as the Sisters of St. Mary and 

Sisters of St. Francis of Maryville, MO)

$25 donation per ticket, 5 for $100
CASH PRIZES: 

$3000 for first place 
$2000 for second place 
$1000 for third place

Do to others whatever you would have them do to you... Matthew 7:12 

en RULE 

Raffle

This annual raffle benefits the 
Gospel of Life Dwellings (          )

Please note: Because a raffle ticket donation provides you with the potential to receive a financial gain, the IRS does not consider this raffle donation to be tax deductible as a charitable contribution. 

DRAWING:  
November 24, 2022 (Thanksgiving Day) 

https://gospel-of-life-disciples.secured.atpay.com/campaign/golden-rule-raffle
https://gospel-of-life-disciples.secured.atpay.com/campaign/golden-rule-raffle
https://gospel-of-life-disciples.secured.atpay.com/campaign/golden-rule-raffle
Order your tickets by Nov. 23 here: Order your tickets by Nov. 23!

 online
www.gospeloflifedisciples.org

or purchase them in person
or mail your check to

 

Making Sense of Bioethics

Seeking the spiritual side of dementia
Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National 
Catholic Bioethics 

Center 
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Knights of Columbus 
Catholic citizenship 

essay contest 
winners

Thirty-two eighth-grade stu-
dents from St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Catholic School participated 
in the annual Catholic citizen-
ship essay contest hosted by the 
Knights of Columbus Council No. 
6477. Students were asked to 
write an essay of 500-750 words 
explaining how young Catholics 
can share their faith to families 
and friends who have turned away 
from religion and encourage them 
to return to the Church and em-
brace the sacraments. 

Kimberly P. won first place 
in the contest. Winning second 
place was Caroline R., and Ella 
K. achieved third place. Each of 
the winners were presented with 
a certificate of participation and a 
cash award commensurate with 
each student’s place. The remain-
ing 29 students were presented 
with a certificate of participation.

The Knights of Colum-
bus introduced the Keep 
Christ in Christmas poster 
contest. This program was 
designed to engage youth 
in their creative talent and 
imagination while under-
standing the true, spiritual 
meaning of Christmas. 
The contest was open to 
students aged 5 – 14. En-
trants competed in one of 
three age groups: 5 to 7, 8 
to 10 or 11 to 14.  

Sixteen posters were 
qualified for judging by 
members of the pasto-
ral staff at St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church, 
members of the Knights of 

Columbus and a few par-
ents from St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Catholic School. The 
following entrants, aged 
5 to 7, received accolades 
and certificates of partic-
ipation. Third place was 
awarded to John B., sec-
ond place to Martha C. and 
first place to Caroline B.  

In the 8 to 10 age group 
the following participants 
submitted posters which 
embodied and expressed 
the message very clearly: 
Third place was awarded to 
Isabella C. along with $15. 
Second place, with a cash 
prize of $25, was awarded 
to Katherine D. The first-

place winner, Matthew P., 
impressed all the judges 
with his display of the mes-
sage of Christmas on sever-
al levels. He was awarded a 
$50 cash prize.  

The top three students 
overall were invited to sub-
mit their artwork, which 
were made into Christmas 
Cards for sale this Christ-
mas.  

St. John the Baptist 
Knights of Columbus 
Council No. 6477 in Ed-
mond sponsored the local 
poster competition through 
the church and St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Catholic 
School.

Knights of Columbus 
Christmas poster contest 

winners

Above: First place poster in the 8 to 10 age group is by 
Matthew P. 

Right: (R to L) Second place poster in the 8 to 10 age group 
is by Katherine D.

Third place poster in the 8 to 10 age group is by Isabella C. 

Knights of Columbus 
Soccer Challenge 

champions

Four boys and girls from 
Edmond, ages 9 to 14, were 
named local champions of the 
2022 Knights of Columbus 

Soccer Challenge, and have earned the 
right to compete at the district level. 
St. John the Baptist Council No. 6477 
in Edmond sponsored the local compe-
tition held at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic School playground and soccer 
field. All youth ages 9 to 14 were eligi-
ble to participate.

Theodore H. was the winner in the 
10-year-old boys’ division. In the 
11-year-olds boys’ bracket, Thomas H. 
was the boys’ champion. Finishing in 
second place in the 11-year-old boys’ 
bracket was Levi S. Twelve-year-old 
winner in the girls’ division is Tatiana 
K.  Each of these students were invited 
to compete in the District 11 level on 
Oct. 22.

The District 11 competition resulted 
in the following students now moving 
up to the State of Oklahoma compe-
tition on Nov. 12, on the soccer field 
behind St. Monica Catholic Church, 
2001 N. Western Ave. in Edmond. The-
odore H. and Tatiana K. will represent 
Council No. 6477 and District 11 at 
the state competition.

Council No. 6477 in Edmond is one 
of 17,000 Knights of Columbus coun-
cils that make up the world’s largest 
Catholic fraternal service organiza-
tion. Founded in 1882 to assist work-
ing-class and immigrant Catholics in 
the United States, today the approx-
imately two million members of the 
Knights put their faith into action 
through a broad range of charitable 
causes locally, nationally and interna-
tionally with financial contributions 
and hands-on service.
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Executive assistant – OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a full-time execu-
tive assistant to provide adminis-
trative services for members of the 
administration and finance senior 
staff. Be a primary point of contact 
among executives, clergy and staff 
throughout the archdiocese. Main-
tain databases and coordinate 
compliance documents; organize 
calendars and meetings, distribute 
agendas and transcribe minutes; 
track expenses and payments and 
maintain office supply invento-
ry. Be highly organized with the 
ability to prioritize and anticipate 
needs, excellent computer skills in 
Microsoft Word, Excel and Pow-
erPoint, exceptional attention to 
accuracy, and the ability to com-
municate in a professional manner 
in a multicultural environment. 
Must be a practicing Catholic with 
previous office experience who is 
fluent in English and Spanish. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinator of youth, young 
adult, campus evangelization - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a full-time coor-
dinator of youth, young adult 
and campus ministry to be re-
sponsible for all aspects of youth, 
young adult and campus ministry. 
Promote and provide training, re-
sourcing and programs that ben-
efit parishes with a particular em-
phasis on missionary discipleship 
for all young people throughout 
the archdiocese. Develop, design 
and implement strategic efforts 
and archdiocesan-wide events for 
the evangelization of youth and 
young adults. Send cover letter 
and resume to humanresources@
archokc.org.

Coordinator of youth evangeliza-
tion, summer camp - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
is seeking a full-time coordina-
tor of youth evangelization and 
summer camp to be responsible 
for all evangelization efforts for 
youth throughout the archdio-
cese and the overall direction and 
supervision of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Catholic Camp, including 
staffing and logistics. Coordinate 
and implement strategic activities 
for evangelization and ongoing 
discipleship of young people and 
facilitate long term strategic plan-
ning for the camp including overall 
development, vision, leadership 
and programs. Send cover letter 
and resume to humanresources@
archokc.org. 

Coordinator of Hispanic   
ministry – OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a full-time coordi-
nator of Hispanic ministry to work 
closely with the community to fa-

cilitate and promote the catechet-
ical, evangelical and formational 
programs of Latinos throughout 
the archdiocese. Collaborate with 
Hispanic parish leaders to im-
plement, coordinate and support 
new methods of outreach as well 
as work with English-speaking 
leaders to act as a communication 
bridge and meet the needs of the 
growing Hispanic communities. 
Must demonstrate a strong com-
mitment to Hispanic values and a 
deep understanding of the pastoral 
needs and gifts of the Hispanic 
community. At least three years 
of pastoral experience. A bache-
lor’s degree is a plus. Knowledge 
and experience of Latino/Hispanic 
cultures in the United States, flu-
ency in both English and Spanish, 
strong interpersonal, presentation, 
teaching and leaderships skills. 
Must be a practicing Catholic in 
good standing with the Church 
and possess a strong knowledge 
of the faith. Send cover letter and 
resume to humanresources@  
archokc.org.

Director of communications – 
Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
seeking a director of communica-
tions to oversee all aspects of com-
munication, media relations and 
promotion of the shrine. Minimum 
three to five years of experience 
in public relations, journalism or 
marketing; bachelor’s degree in a 
related field and must be a prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing. 
Bilingual in English and Spanish 
is desired, but not required. To 
learn more, visit rothershrine.org. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Case manager – OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a social services case manager 
level II to provide services through 
social services programs and work 
across multiple departments, pri-
marily family support services and 
as assigned. High school diploma 
or GED; bachelor’s degree in social 
work or related field preferred; 
three years of experience in case 
management or community action; 
fluency in Spanish and English 
preferred; a combination of educa-
tion and relevant experience may 
also be considered. Send cover let-
ter and resume to Kaylinn Young 
at kyoung@ccaokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a temporary administrative assis-
tant in the refugee resettlement 
department for a variety of clerical 
and secretarial tasks including 
answering, screening and trans-
ferring calls, distributing phone 
messages and U.S. mail, maintain-
ing various databases, facilitating 
inter-department communication 
and managing any mailing, bulk 
or otherwise. High school diploma 

or equivalent; office management, 
communication and comput-
er skills; two years’ experience 
working in an office environment; 
pleasant phone personality; bilin-
gual in Spanish, Burmese, Con-
golese or Arabic preferred. Send 
cover letter and resume to Alonda 
McGraw at amcgraw@ccaokc.org.

Marketing, volunteer coordina-
tor – OKC 

Catholic Charities of the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City is seeking a 
marketing and volunteer coordina-
tor to assist with social media and 
website postings; provide effec-
tive and timely coordination of all 
volunteer activities; help produce 
and distribute internal and exter-
nal collateral and fortify the struc-
ture of the volunteer program and 
enhance the culture of volunteer-
ism throughout Catholic Charities. 
High school diploma and at least 
two years of experience directly 
related to the responsibilities spec-
ified; Bachelor’s degree preferred; 
valid Oklahoma driver’s license 
and clean driving record, fluency 
in written and spoken English and 
fluency in Spanish preferred. Send 
cover letter and resume to Carly 
Akard at cakard@ccaokc.org.

Bilingual counselor - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a part-time bilingual counselor to 
provide counseling and psycho-
therapy in the context of Catholic 
tradition and teaching. Master’s 
degree in clinical or counseling 
psychology, counseling, social 
work or an equivalent degree from 
an accredited college or university; 
training in individual, family and/
or group counseling methods; at 
least two years’ experience and 
training in psycho educational 
and personality assessment tech-
niques. Must be licensed in the 
appropriate specialty in Oklaho-
ma. Knowledge of Catholic tradi-
tion and teaching required. Send 
resume and cover letter to Amy 
Shipman at ashipman@ccaokc.org.

Writing, language arts teacher - 
Edmond

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 
School in Edmond has an imme-
diate opening for a middle school 
writing and language arts teacher 
for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Must hold a teaching degree, cer-
tification and/or experience, serve 
in the spirit of Christ and bear 
witness to young people in all that 
they do. Must uphold and model 
the Roman Catholic Church teach-
ings in faith and morals. Send 
resume and cover letter to Princi-
pal Nicole De Longe at ndelonge@
seasok.org.

Development assistant – OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a development 
assistant to implement mail so-
licitations and the annual fund 
program, schedule and plan all 

campus tours and meetings for 
visitors and serve as the donor 
database administrator. Bachelor’s 
degree or comparable experience 
or related field; high level of atten-
tion to detail; knowledge of Mic-
rosoft Office, PDF, e-mail, Zoom/
Google Meet. Send cover letter and 
resume to Ameil Shadid, director 
of development at Ameil.Shadid@
cristoreyokc.org.

Teachers – Enid
St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Enid has immediate openings for a 
literacy specialist and a part-time 
early learning teaching assistant 
for the 2022-2023 school year. The 
teacher will maintain a schedule, 
support colleagues in the class-
room, and dialogue with parents. 
Bachelor’s degree in education or 
suitable degree certification and/
or experience and practicing Cath-
olic in good standing who fully ad-
heres to, and models, the Catholic 
Church’s teachings in faith and 
morals. Send resume and cover 
letter to Principal Fred Martin at 
fmartin@stjosephschoolenid.com. 
Download application packet at 
archokc.org/careers.

Teacher - Okarche
Holy Trinity Catholic School 

in Okarche is seeking a middle 
school reading teacher for the 
2022-2023 school year. Bachelor’s 
degree with Oklahoma state teach-
ing certification is desired. Send 
resume and cover letter to Princi-
pal Alice Newman at anewman@
holytrinityok.org.

Band teacher – OKC 
Christ the King Catholic School 

and St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 
School are seeking a band teacher 
to split time throughout the week 
at both schools and work with 
students in grades 4-8. Must have 
knowledge of music (band) in-
struction. Send resume and cover 
letter to Amy Feighny, afeighny@
ckschool.com or Todd Gungoll, 
mr.gungoll@scbokc.org. Download 
application packet at archokc.org/
careers.

Teachers 2023/2024 – Enid
St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Enid is seeking a music teacher, 
elementary teacher and middle 
school teachers for the 2023-2024 
school year. Bachelor’s degree in 
necessary fields, suitable certifi-
cation and experience with chil-
dren. Must be practicing Catholic 
in good standing who fully ad-
heres to, and models, the Catholic 
Church’s teachings in faith and 
morals. Send resume and cover 
letter to Principal Fred Martin at 
fmartin@stjosephschoolenid.com. 
Download application packet at 
archokc.org/careers.

Organist - Kingfisher
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church in Kingfisher is seeking an 
organist for the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Contact (405) 375-4581.

“Saints Around the World” written by Meg 
Hunter-Kilmer and illustrated by Lindsey 
Sanders is an interesting book of a collection of 
saints and blesseds that would be appealing to 
teenagers and adults of all ages.  

The biographies are two or three pages in 
length with colorful illustrations, suitable for 
children and adults. The entries have the name 
of the saint or blessed at the top. On the top 
left is a pronunciation guide for the person’s 
name. This is followed by where the person 
lived and then dates of the person’s life span, 
followed by the date of their feast day. On the 
right side is a map of the world which shows 
where the saint or blessed lived and died. Be-
low the image of the person is an explanation 
of the symbols involved in the colorful image.

Hunter-Kilmer includes a geographical index, 

feast day index, topical index and a chronologi-
cal index. In the front is a world map where the 
reader can find where the saint is from. She 
includes 100 saints and 
blesseds in her book in 
no particular order. Some 
of the figures included in 
this book are: the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Saint Monica, 
Saint Martin de Porres, 
Saint Josephine Bakhita, Saint Juan Diego, 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Blessed Carlo Acu-
tis, Blessed Carlos Rodriguez, Blessed Cyprian 
Michael Iwene Tansi, Saint Faustina, Saint 
Hildegard, Blessed John Sullivan, Saint Oscar 
Romero, Blessed Stanley Rother and Saint Te-
resa of Calcutta. This book is full of intriguing 
information for readers of any age. 

Meg Hunter-Kilmer was involved in the 
former Saint Gregory’s University’s campus 
ministry. She is a speaker, writer and mission-

ary. She is the author of a quasi-sequel to this 
book, “Pray for Us : 75 saints who sinned, 
suffered, and struggled on their way to holi-

ness,” published by Ave 
Maria Press in 2021. 
She also writes for 
the magazine “Magni-
ficat.” 

“Saints Around the 
World” is highly recom-
mended to readers of 
any age who are seek-
ing to learn more about 
people recognized by 
the Church for leading 

lives of holiness. The artwork is very intriguing 
along with the symbolism of the art for each 
saint or blessed. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey, Shawnee, is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Book review: “Saints Around the World”
By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 

The Sooner Catholic

In “Pray for Us: 75 saints who 
sinned, suffered, and struggled on 
their way to holiness” Meg Hunt-
er-Kilmer writes about saints, 
blesseds, venerables and servants 
of God. 

The book contains biographies 
of these holy men and women 
that are roughly two pages long. 
There are no illustrations in this 
publication. The author divides 
these people that she calls “saints” 
to use one term in a loose way to 
refer to these holy people. 

She divides them into groups of 
12. The groups are: Saints who 
defied expectations, saints who 
never gave up, saints who had 
great adventures, saints who lived 
ordinary lives, saints with difficult 
families, saints who found holiness 
through suffering, saints whose 
ruined plans opened the way to 

more beautiful things, saints who 
were failures, saints who lived with 
great humility, saints whose gen-
erosity changed the world, saints 
with sinful pasts and saints who 
were merciful.  

These categories 
cover many kinds 
of people. The 
reader will be 
exposed to some 
figures they may 
not have heard of 
before. This was the case for me 
in learning about Blessed Nich-
olas Steno, Saint Luigi Versiglia, 
Venerable Margaret Sinclair, Saint 
Columba Kim Hyo-im, Saint Dulce 
Pontes, Blessed Anthony Neyrot 

and many others for the first time.
Hunter-Kilmer does include 

some well-known saints like: Saint 
Jerome, Saint Hugh of Grenoble, 
the now Saint Charles de Fou-
cauld, the newly beatified Rutilio 
Grande, Blessed Carlo Acutis, 

Saint Robert Southwell, 
Saint Charles Lwanga and 
others. 

One of the figures rec-
ognizes, Blessed Bartolo 
Longo, had been a satanist 
priest who was converted 
and went on to build the 
large shrine to Our Lady of 
the Rosary in Pompei, Italy. 

There is a biography of 
Saint Michael Ho Dinh Hy, 
one of the Vietnamese martyrs 
who is one of the patrons for 
one of my fellow monks, Broth-

er John Michael Nguyen, O.S.B.  
This book is packed with all 

kinds of information that is in-
triguing to the reader. The intro-
duction informs the reader how to 

use the book. There are endnotes 
with citations for outside books 
and websites. There is an alpha-
betical index of saints, chronolog-
ical index, feast day index, geo-
graphical index and the book ends 
with a topical index. 

Hunter-Kilmer earned bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from the 
University of Notre Dame. She has 
been a speaker, writer and campus 
minister. She was involved with 
the former Saint Gregory’s Univer-
sity’s campus ministry. 

This book is highly recommend-
ed to those interested in an intro-
duction to some of the men and 
women the Church has recognized 
for living lives of holiness. Unfor-
tunately, however, for us Oklaho-
mans, this book does not include 
a biography of Blessed Stanley 
Rother.

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey, Shawnee, is a 
freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Book review: “Pray for Us: 75 saints who sinned, 
suffered, and struggled on their way to holiness”

• Nov. 15 and 16: Linda Walton, parishioner at St. 
Phillip Neri Catholic Church, Midwest City and mother 
of Fr. Aaron Foshee.

• Nov. 22 and 23: Dr. John Otto, part 1, parishioner 
at St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Norman and 
founder of The Guardian Angels program at Mable 
Basset Correctional Facility and the Friends for Folks 
program at the Lexington prison. The programs allow 
offenders serving time at the facilities to train dogs 
considered unacceptable to prepare them for a home.

• Nov. 29 and 30: Dr. John Otto, part 2

“Make Straight the Way” broadcasts on Oklahoma Catho-
lic Radio Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and Wednes-
days at 3:30 p.m. Tune in at okcr.org.

OKLAHOMA CITY & TULSAOKLAHOMA CITY & TULSA
Oklahoma City - 97.3 FM

Tulsa - 94.9 FM

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM

Clinton - 98.3 FM
Edmond - 100.9 FM
Elk City - 100.7 FM

Lawton - 88.3 FM
Ringwood - 104.9 FM

Enid - 104.9 FM
Shawnee - 107.1 FM

Woodward - 93.3 FM

SPANISH STATIONSSPANISH STATIONS
East OKC - 97.7 FM
West OKC - 99.3 FM

LISTEN ONLINE
okcr.org/listen

“Make Straight the Way”
hosted by Deacon Larry Sousa  

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Demos gracias siempre

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Así como la construcción del 
Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother 
está terminando, y la gente se está 
preparando para los eventos de 
dedicación, el personal del santu-
ario también se está formando. En 
octubre, Vanessa Baquera se unió 
al equipo del santuario y se desem-
peñará como gerente de la tienda de 
regalos y el museo. 

¡Bienvenida Vanesa!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

En 1863, el presidente Abraham Lincoln de-
claró que el Día Nacional de Acción de Gracias 
debería ser observado el último jueves del mes 
de noviembre en todos los Estados Unidos. Los 
precedentes de dicha celebración van mucho 
más atrás en la historia. 

Celebramos el Día de Acción de Gracias como 
nación tomando el tiempo de dar gracias y 
expresar nuestra gratitud por las cosas bue-
nas que hemos recibido: nuestra vida, nuestra 
familia, nuestros amigos, nuestra libertad y, 
como católicos, nuestra fe. En este día, to-
dos los años, todas las personas del país, sin 
importar las divisiones políticas, sociales o 
económicas nos unimos para dar gracias. 

Para nosotros como cristianos, sin embargo, 
la gratitud por las bendiciones que hemos re-
cibido no debería estar confinada a un solo día 
en noviembre. 

San Pablo nos exhorta a “estar siempre 
alegres, orar constantemente y dar gracias 
por todo, pues esto es lo que Dios, en Cristo 
Jesús, quiere de nosotros” (1 Tes 6,16-18). Y en 
otro lugar nos dice, “no se inquieten por cosa 
alguna; antes bien, en toda ocasión, presenten 
a Dios sus peticiones, mediante la oración y la 
súplica, acompañadas de la acción de gracias” 
(Fil 4,6). 

La Sagrada Escritura claramente da testimo-
nio de que la gratitud es una obligación diaria 
de aquellos que siguen a Cristo. La actitud que 
tenemos en el Día de Acción de Gracias, en el 
cual recordamos las bendiciones que hemos re-
cibido, debería ser la misma que tenemos todos 

los días de nuestra vida, en cualquier circun-
stancia que nos encontremos. Esto represen-
ta un reto para todos nosotros: ¿Cómo puedo 
desarrollar este sentido de gratitud con el que 
estoy llamado a vivir de manera constante como 
discípulo cristiano? Quisiera ofrecer dos mane-
ras sencillas con las cuales podemos desarrollar 
de mejor manera la virtud de la acción de gra-
cias o la gratitud en nuestras vidas espirituales. 

La primera es hacer una examinación diaria 
en nuestras vidas. Al final de su día, antes de 
irse a la cama, dedique un poco de tiempo a 
mirar su día. Hágalo hora por hora y recuerde 
los eventos del día. Al hacerlo, busque en su 
memoria las maneras en que el Señor obró en 
su vida. Ya sea mediante una buena conver-
sación con un amigo o una hermosa puesta de 
sol en Oklahoma o alguna palabra en particu-
lar que recibió del Señor mientras oraba con la 
Sagrada Escritura. 

Dios nos bendice constantemente. Es posible 
ver la mano de Dios invitándonos a acercarnos 
a Él, en todo lo que pasa en nuestras vidas. 
Este hábito diario de examinar en oración 
las maneras en que Dios ha estado presente 
y activo en nuestras vidas, abrirá nuestros 
corazones a reconocerlo de manera más clara. 
Desarrollará también un mayor sentido de 
asombro y gratitud en nuestra vida diaria. 

En la Sagrada Escritura, encontramos una 
segunda cosa que podemos hacer para desarr-
ollar el sentido de agradecimiento. En el Salmo 
116 oramos: “¿Cómo pagar a Yahvé todo el 
bien que me ha hecho?... Ofreceré sacrificio de 

acción de gra-
cias e invocaré 
el nombre del 
Señor” (Sal 116, 
12,17). Cuan-
do fui ordenado 
sacerdote, mis 
padres me dieron 
un hermoso cáliz 
como regalo de ordenación. El cáliz tenía esas 
palabras grabadas como recordatorio de ser 
siempre agradecido. 

Eucaristía significa acción de gracias. La 
celebración de la Eucaristía es la “fuente y cul-
men de la vida cristiana” (Lumen Gentium 11). 
Todos los días en la Misa, los fieles cristianos a 
lo largo y ancho del mundo se reúnen a cele-
brar la Eucaristía y participar en el sacrificio de 
Jesús en la Cruz. ¿Qué mejor manera de cul-
tivar un corazón eucarístico, un corazón lleno 
de gratitud, que participar frecuentemente en 
el Misterio Pascual de Cristo que nos trae la 
salvación? 

Durante el tiempo del Avivamiento Eucarísti-
co nacional, les conmino a participar de la Misa 
diaria cuando sea posible. Si no le es posible 
asistir a Misa diaria, le invito a profundizar en 
su apreciación participando activamente en 
la Misa de Domingo. Si crecemos en nuestra 
apreciación de la Eucaristía, creceremos juntos 
como Cuerpo de Cristo, y cumpliremos nuestro 
llamado cristiano de vivir y ofrecer nuestras 
vidas en acción de gracias a Dios por Cristo, 
con Él y en Él.

Dedicación del Santuario del Cerro del 
Tepeyac - 11 de diciembre

Únase al Arzobispo Coakley, a los sac-
erdotes de la arquidiócesis e invitados a 
la 1 p.m. el domingo 11 de diciembre en 
el Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother en 
Oklahoma City para una Misa al aire libre 
y la bendición del Cerro del Tepeyac y 
las imágenes de San Juan Diego y Nues-
tra Señora de Guadalupe. Este evento 
está abierto al público y contará con una 
Misa, entretenimiento, camiones de comi-
da y más. Encuentre más información en 
rothershrine.org/tepeyac-hill.

Mañanitas de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe – 12 de diciembre

Celebre la Fiesta de Nuestra Señora  
de Guadalupe el lunes 12 de diciembre 
con Mañanitas en el Santuario del  
Beato Stanley Rother en Oklahoma City. 
A partir de las 5 a. m. habrá mañanitas 
(un canto a la Virgen), rosario, pan dulce 
y la oportunidad de ver el recinto del 
santuario y del Cerro del Tepeyac.  

Obtenga más información en            
rothershrine.org/tepeyac-hill.
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Caja de trabajos
Coordinador del Ministerio   
Hispano – OKC

La Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma 
City está buscando un coordinador 
de tiempo completo del ministerio 
hispano para trabajar en estrecha 
colaboración con la comunidad 
para facilitar y promover los pro-
gramas de catequesis, evangeli-
zación y formación de latinos en 
toda la arquidiócesis. Debe colab-
orar con los líderes parroquiales 
hispanos para implementar, coor-
dinar y apoyar nuevos métodos de 
divulgación, así como con líderes 
de habla inglesa para actuar como 
un puente de comunicación y 
satisfacer las necesidades de las 
crecientes comunidades hispanas 
de manera más efectiva. Debe dem-
ostrar un fuerte compromiso con 
los valores hispanos y una profun-
da comprensión de las necesidades 
y dones pastorales de la comuni-
dad hispana. Al menos tres años 
de experiencia pastoral. Tener una 
licenciatura es una ventaja. Cono-
cimiento y experiencia de las cultu-
ras latina/hispana en los Estados 
Unidos, fluidez en inglés y español, 
sólidas habilidades interpersonales, 
de presentación, de enseñanza y 

de liderazgo. Debe ser un católico 
practicante con buena reputación 
en la Iglesia y poseer un sólido con-
ocimiento de la fe. Envíe una carta 
de presentación y su currículum a 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Asistente ejecutivo - OKC
La Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma 

City está buscando un asistente 
ejecutivo de tiempo completo para 
brindar apoyo administrativo al 
canciller, director financiero, direc-
tor de recursos humanos y mod-
erador de la curia/vicario general. 
El asistente ejecutivo mantendrá 
bases de datos y coordinará doc-
umentos y otros requisitos para 
clérigos, religiosos y laicos. Debe 
mantener calendarios, programar 
reuniones, distribuir agendas 
y transcribir actas; realizar un 
seguimiento de los gastos y pagos 
y mantener el inventario de sumi-
nistros de oficina. Debe excelentes 
habilidades informáticas en Mic-
rosoft Word, Excel y PowerPoint, 
con una atención excepcional a los 
detalles y la precisión; debe tener 
la capacidad de comunicarse de 
manera profesional con el clero, el 
personal y el público en general en 

un entorno multicultural; debe ser 
un católico practicante con buena 
reputación en la Iglesia que hable 
inglés y español con fluidez; se re-
quiere al menos tres años de expe-
riencia en el cargo. Envíe una carta 
de presentación y un currículum a 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Director de comunicaciones – 
Santuario

El Santuario del Beato Stanley 
Rother está buscando un director 
de comunicaciones para supervis-
ar todos los aspectos de la comu-
nicación, las relaciones con los 
medios y la promoción del santu-
ario. Debe contar con experiencia 
mínima de tres a cinco años en 
relaciones públicas, periodismo o 
marketing; licenciatura en un cam-
po relacionado y debe ser un católi-
co practicante con buena reputa-
ción. Se desea, pero no se requiere, 
ser bilingüe en inglés y español. 
Para obtener más información, 
visite rothershrine.org. Enviar cur-
rículum y carta de presentación a 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinador de servicios de  
voluntariado - Santuario

El Santuario del Beato Stanley 
Rother está buscando un coordi-
nador de voluntarios para supervis-
ar la gestión diaria, la coordinación 
y el apoyo de los voluntarios en el 
santuario. Los deberes del traba-
jo incluirán el reclutamiento, la 
capacitación, la programación, la 
supervisión y el reconocimiento 
de los esfuerzos de los voluntarios 
apoyando las actividades de per-
egrinación, así como los eventos 
y celebraciones especiales que se 
llevan a cabo en el santuario. El 
solicitante debe ser católico con 
buena reputación, tener un mín-
imo de dos años de experiencia 
relevante o una licenciatura en un 
campo relacionado, mostrar interés 
en el voluntariado y la construcción 
de comunidades y demostrar la ca-
pacidad de comunicarse de manera 
efectiva con diversas poblaciones. 
Se prefiere la experiencia de lid-
erazgo con grupos de voluntarios 
dentro de la Iglesia Católica. La 
fluidez en español es una ventaja. 
Debe tener el deseo de evangelizar 
y promover la devoción al Beato 
Stanley Rother. Enviar currículum 
y carta de presentación a human-
resources@archokc.org.
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Briefs
Eucharistic Revival conference

Join Archbishop Coakley, 
priests, parish staff and ministry 
leaders from around the archdi-
ocese for a Eucharistic Revival 
Conference 8 a.m. – 2:45 p.m. 
Dec. 3 at St. Mark the Evangelist 
Catholic Church, 3939 W. Tecum-
seh Rd. in Norman. The conference 
will explore the various aspects of 
the parish phase of the National 
Eucharistic Revival, one year of 
the three-year initiative. There will 
be Mass, a keynote talk by Msgr. 
James Shea of the University of 
Mary, adoration, panel discussions 
and lunch included in registra-
tion. Learn more and register at  
archokc.org/revival-conference. 

Shrine Tepeyac Hill dedication 
Dec. 11

Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 
of the archdiocese and guests at 1 
p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 11 at the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine in Okla-
homa City for an outdoor Mass 
and the blessing of Tepeyac Hill 
and the images of St. Juan Diego 
and Our Lady of Guadalupe. This 
event is open to the public and 
will feature Mass, entertainment, 
food trucks and more. Find more 
information at rothershrine.org/
tepeyac-hill.

Mañanitas of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe Dec. 12

Celebrate the Feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe on Monday, Dec. 12 
with Mañanitas at the Bl. Stanley 
Rother Shrine in Oklahoma City. 
Starting at 5 a.m. there will be 
Mañanitas (a song to Our Lady), a 
rosary, pan dulce and an oppor-
tunity to see the shrine campus 
and Tepeyac Hill. Learn more at  
rothershrine.org/tepeyac-hill. 

Rother shrine dedication Feb. 17
Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 

of the archdiocese, bishops and 
guests for the dedication of the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine on Friday, 
Feb. 17 in Oklahoma City. The 
dedication will be the centerpiece 

of a week-long celebration and is 
open to the public. Seating will be 
limited and available on a first-
come, first-serve basis. Find more 
information at rothershrine.org/
dedication.

Rother store
Find items such as rosaries, 

prayer cards, books and Guate-
malan crafts at the Rother Store 
online at rotherstore.com.

Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa and St. 
Gregory’s Abbey have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand the 
history and experiences of native 
students in Oklahoma Catholic 
boarding schools from 1880 to 
1965. To contribute documents, 
photographs or an oral history, 
e-mail info@oknativeschoolsproject.
org. Visit archokc.org/  
oknativeschoolsproject.

Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration will take 

place every Thursday, after the 
11:30 a.m. Mass, from Noon to 
3:50 p.m. in the St. Francis de 
Sales Chapel at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center, 7501 Northwest Ex-
pressway. The period of Adoration 
will conclude with Benediction.

Visitation 
The Secular Order of the Dis-

calced Carmelites of the Bl. Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. Teresa 
of Jesus Community of Oklahoma 
will be having visitations of their 
orders during October, November 
and December. Anyone inspired 
by the spirituality of St. Teresa of 
Jesus and St. John of the Cross 
can contact Letty Silva, O.C.D.S., 
formation director, at (405) 706-
4817 or Susan Staudt, O.C.D.S., 
president, at (405) 473-6328.

Thanksgiving dinner
St. Joseph Catholic Church 

will host their 100th Thanksgiving 
dinner 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Nov. 13 at 
211 N. Porter in Norman. Dine-in 
in the gym and to-go orders. Tick-
ets on sale in the parish office 9 
a.m. – Noon and 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

MSM open house
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School open house is 1 p.m. – 4 
p.m. Nov. 13 at 2801 S. Shartel 
Ave. in Oklahoma City. MSM early 
application timeline for the Class 
of 2027 is now open. Apply be-
tween Nov. 1 and Dec. 1 to save a 
seat. Visit mountstmary.org.

Retrouvaille
The next Retrouvaille weekend 

is Nov. 18-20. Retrouvaille helps 
couples through difficult times in 
their marriages. Visit helpourmar-
riage.org. Contact Oklahoma Re-
trouvaille at (405) 443-3541; okc@
retrouvaille.org.

“Theology of the Eucharist”
The Central Region Council of 

Catholic Women presents “Theol-
ogy of the Eucharist” with speaker 
Fr. Daniel McCaffrey 9 a.m. – Noon 
Nov. 19 at Epiphany of the Lord 
Catholic Church, 7336 W. Britton 
Rd. in Oklahoma City. Enter on the 
west side in the patio room. Con-
tact Jodi Ford at (405) 831-8340, 
ford@wingspreadrecords.com.

Domestic Church
A Discipleship and the Domestic 

Church conference is 10 a.m. – 
2:30 p.m. Nov. 19 at Good Shep-
herd Catholic Church, 200 North 
8, in Marietta. To register, contact 
Carol Steinbock at (903) 312-5956, 
csteinteach@yahoo.com.

Surviving Divorce 
St. Monica Catholic Church in 

Edmond is offering a Surviving 
Divorce class 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 
p.m. on Tuesdays beginning Nov. 
29 at 2001 N. Western Ave. in 
Edmond. The 13-session class is 
for the newly separated, divorced 
and those still struggling with 

issues years later. It will help them 
answer their questions, restore 
hope and begin authentic healing. 
Register at stmonica-edmond.org/
divorce-ministry.

St. Nick’s Backyard Bazaar
The second annual St. Nick’s 

Backyard Bazaar is 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. Dec. 3 at 613 E. Mansur Ave, 
in Guthrie. Local Catholic art-
ists and vendors will share their 
products, and everyone is invited 
to shop locally. Interested vendors 
can contact Rachel Sandoval at 
rachelsandoval2020@gmail.com.

Middle school retreat
A middle school retreat organized 

by the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is Dec. 9-11 at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Camp. Grades 
7-8. Early bird price: $99; Nov. 9 - 
30 $129. Contact Rae Biesiada at 
rbiesiada@archokc.org. Register at 
archokc.org/youth.

Oklahoma March for Life
The Oklahoma March for Life 

begins at 10 a.m. Jan. 21 and is 
from the Oklahoma City Nation-
al Memorial to the state capitol 
building. Featured speakers are 
Archbishop Coakley and Owen 
Nease, Ph.D., pastor, Oklahoma 
City Emmaus Baptist Church.  

Magic at the Mount Gala
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School Magic at The Mount Gala 
Feb. 11 at The Omni, 100 West 
Oklahoma City Blvd. in Oklahoma 
City.

Holy Innocents’ Chapel
The only freestanding 24/7 per-

petual adoration chapel in Oklaho-
ma City, dedicated to the protec-
tion of all life from conception until 
natural death, is seeking more 
dedicated and substitute adorers. 
The chapel is located at 6114 N.W. 
63 in Warr Acres. Contact Julie 
Mayfield (English), (405) 413-0272; 
Maria Santana (Spanish), (405) 
664-3052.

Support your parish  

Gifts of stock are a wonderful way to support your parish.
By giving stock that has appreciated for more than a year,
you may avoid paying capital gains taxes and be able to
deduct the full, fair-market, value of the stock.

For more information about giving stock,
please visit www.cfook.org/stock or call
405-721-4115

  with gifts of stock
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November 

13   Thirty-Third Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

13   Thanksgiving dinner, 11 
       a.m. – 1 p.m., St. Joseph 
       Catholic Church, 211 N. 
       Porter, Norman.

13   Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
       School Open House, 1 p.m. 
       – 4 p.m., 2801 S. Shartel 
       Ave., Oklahoma City.

15   Feast of St. Albert the Great.

15   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
       west Expressway, OKC. Visit 
       serraokc.org.

15   Suicide grief support group, 6 
       p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis of 
       Assisi Catholic Church, 1901 
       N.W. 18, Oklahoma City.

16   Feast of St. Gertrude.

16   Feast of St. Margaret of 
       Scotland.

17   Feast of St. Elizabeth of 
       Hungary.

17   Monthly Novena to the Infant 
       Jesus of Prague begins.

18   Feast of St. Rose Philippine 
       Duchesene.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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Bobby Stevens 
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MDRT, SKC 
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Mike Maggio  
MDRT  
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18    The Dedication of the Basili-
        cas of Sts. Peter and Paul.

19    “Theology of the Eucharist” 9 
        a.m. – Noon, Epiphany of the 
        Lord Catholic Church, 7336 
        W. Britton Rd., Oklahoma 
        City.

19    Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
        a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
        Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
        meda St., Norman. Contact 
        Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
        potato.lang@gmail.com.

19    Lay Missionaries of Charity 
        provides an explanation 
        through prayer and the 
        charism of St. Teresa of 
        Calcutta. Meeting on the first 
        Saturday of the month at St. 
        Ann for Holy Mass at 9:30 
        a.m., adoration and the Ro-
        sary. On the third Saturday 
        of the month the meeting is at 
        Holy Innocents’ conference 
        room. Contact Toni Harrelson 
        at (405) 341-2199, (405) 694-
        1291.

19    The Oklahoma City Commu-
        nity of Secular Carmelites 
        meeting, Little Flower Cath-
        olic Church, 1125 S. Walker 
        Ave., Oklahoma City. Anyone 
        interested in deepening 
        prayer life with community 
        support, call William Ginn, 
        (405) 737-2024.

20   Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of 
       the Universe.

20   The Secular Franciscan Order 
       (OFS) St. Francis of Assisi Fra-
       ternity of Central Oklaho-
       ma meets at 2 p.m. on the 
       third Sunday of the month 
       at St. Eugene Catholic Church 
       in Ross Hall. Interested indi-
       viduals can join. Contact Bill 
       Full, OFS minister, at billfull@
       cox.net.

21   The Presentation of the Bless-
       ed Virgin Mary.

21   Thirty-Fourth of Last Week in 
       Ordinary Time.

22   Feast of St. Cecilia.

23   Bl. Miguel Agustin Pro.

23   Feast of St. Clement I.

23   Feast of St. Columban.

24   Thanksgiving Day - CPC 
       closed.

24   Feast of St. Andrew Dung-Lac 
       and Companions.

25   Feast of St. Catherine of 
       Alexandria.

25   CPC closed.
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Catholic High School in Oklahoma City. It was 
there she first received inspiration in her art.

“For the last six years, I’ve taught at Mount 
Saint Mary Catholic High School, so Catho-
lic art has always been on the forefront of my 
mind, especially working there,” said Leigha. 

Leigha had long toyed with the idea of a ven-
ture into the art world, especially with a Cath-
olic perspective, and with a growing family, she 
found an opportunity as she became a stay-at-
home mom.

“We had two kids, and expect our next one 
next year, and teaching at that time was go-
ing to be challenging – raising kids – and we 
thought this would make a bigger impact,” said 
Stephen. 

Leigha added that it impacted both their faith 
and community.

“I’ve loved art for years, but once I start-
ed focusing on Catholic art and imagery that 
glorified God, I’ve been overflowing with ideas, 
and I think that the only way to describe it is 
the Holy Spirit’s influence,” said Leigha. “God 
wants me to be doing this. He will take care of 
our family, even if there are ebbs and flows in 
the business side of things.”

The Liuzzas started their business in Janu-
ary, and by February they would see a “flow,” 

starting with the SEEK Conference, which is 
put on by the Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students (FOCUS). Although it is traditionally 
a national conference, because 
of the pandemic, it was only held 
at the state level.

“This year, because of 
COVID-19, the Oklahoma 
schools that have FOCUS on 
their campus were all at the 
Omni Hotel together,” explained 
Leigha, adding that there were 
approximately 300 people in 
attendance. 

“Most of our sales have come 
through local conferences and 
craft fairs. That is how we meet 
a lot of people and make a lot 
of connections.”

Since then, they have exhib-
ited at several other confer-
ences, making more connec-
tions along the way.

“We started at the SEEK 
conference, and we’ve done about six more 
conferences this year already,” said Stephen.

Zelie Creative Co. offers a variety of artwork, 
including magnets, stationary, stickers and 
prints, all created from a Catholic perspective. 
In addition to conferences, they also sell online 
through their website, as well as on Etsy. Their 
customers are primarily Catholics, but they 

certainly do not need to be.
“It ranges from high school students to young 

members, middle aged people looking for Con-
firmation gifts,” said Leigha. 

“We’ve had the older 
population, who will buy 
for their grandchildren.”

The company has also 
seen business from indi-
vidual parishes.

“We’ve had a few com-
munications with priests 
within our archdiocese 
who have ordered from us 
to use in their ministry, 
as well,” said Leigha.

Leigha and Stephen 
don’t intend to open a 
store soon, but through 
the internet, they are 
seeking to make a posi-
tive impact; not just in the 
archdiocese, but in the 
community at large.

“We are very apprecia-
tive of the support that has been shown to us, 
and we are looking forward to reaching out to 
other people and parishes in the archdiocese,” 
explained Stephen. “We are thankful for and 
prayerful of our community.”

Everett Brazil, III is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

continued from page 1

Local Catholic artists seek to bring truth, beauty 
and goodness to the world of art and design

The Liuzza family


