
Like any good mother, 
Holy Mother Church wants 
her children, the faithful, 

to prepare for the arrival 
of the most special guest: 
Jesus Christ. It is the 
purpose of the season of 
Advent.  

Recently, Deacon Bob 

Quinnett taught “A Lesson 
on the Liturgical Calen-
dar” at Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church in Law-
ton. Deacon Quinnett ex-
plained, “Advent and Lent 

are so different from the 
rest of the Church calen-
dar. However, many people 
consider them the same, 
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Go Make Disciples

Rother shrine museum and gift 
shop to offer unique experiences 

and devotional items

BALTIMORE - On Nov. 15, the 
Catholic bishops of the United 
States elected Archbishop Timo-
thy P. Broglio of the Archdiocese 
for the Military Services, USA as 
president of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops. They also 
elected Archbishop William E. 

Lori of Baltimore 
as confer-

ence vice 
president. 
Both 
assume 
office 
imme-
diately 

following 
the Fall 

Plenary. 
On Nov. 16, 

the bishops elected Archbishop 
Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma 
City as conference secretary and 
chairman of the Committee on 
Priorities and Plans in a 130-104 
vote over Cardinal Joseph W. 
Tobin, CSsR, of Newark. Arch-
bishop Coakley fills the vacancy 
that is left as Archbishop Broglio 
who has been serving as USCCB 
secretary since 2019, assumes the 
conference presidency.

The USCCB has also elected the 
chairs of seven standing commit-
tees at their Fall General Assem-
bly in Baltimore. 

U.S. bishops vote for 
USCCB secretary, 

committee chairmen 
at Fall Plenary 

Assembly

The word “Advent” means “reach out” 
and “get ready”

When visiting the 
Blessed Stanley 
Rother Shrine, 
scheduled to be 

dedicated on Feb. 17, 2023, the 

museum and gift shop will be the 
first steps on a pilgrim’s journey. 
Visitors will have the opportu-
nity to glimpse into his life and 
to purchase unique items that 
honor his martyrdom. 

“What makes the museum 
unique is Blessed Stanley Rother 
himself: the story of an ordinary 

martyr. The museum will high-
light different stages of his life, 
including the early stages of his 
life, journey of faith, formation 
years in seminary and his mar-
tyrdom. But most importantly, 

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic
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A rendering of the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Museum, Zone 1/The Call to Holiness.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a May all students feel 
safe, comfortable and re-
spected at school. We pray 
to the Lord. Lord, hear our 
prayer.

a The Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City, the Diocese 
of Tulsa and St. Gregory’s 
Abbey have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project to better 
understand the history and 
experiences of native stu-
dents in Oklahoma Catholic 
boarding schools from 1880 
to 1965. To contribute doc-
uments, photographs or an 
oral history to the project, 
e-mail info@oknativeschool-
sproject.org. Learn more 
at archokc.org/oknative-
schoolsproject.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

On Nov. 2, The Oklahoman featured a story 
about a student-athlete at one of our Catholic 
high schools in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. On its face, the story was celebrating this 
student’s athletic success, but it was about 
more than that. It was exploiting this student’s 
adolescent struggle with sexual identity – what 
is technically called gender dysphoria. This is 
a growing challenge for some young people, 
families and schools. It is a phenomenon being 
fueled, in large part, by social media influencers 
and a distorted understanding of the human 
person. 

Our Catholic schools welcome students and 
families of any faith, or no faith, to join us in 
educating their children within a fully Catholic 
environment. That’s who we are and that’s what 
we do. However, the Catholic Church recognizes 
that we exist within a pluralistic social envi-
ronment, and we recognize that this broader 
social environment is, like each of us individ-
ually, deeply wounded and in need of healing 
and truth. Our Catholic educational mission is 
grounded in the truth about the human person 
fully revealed in Jesus Christ.

The Oklahoman article used, and misused, 
the notion of identity throughout its story. As 
Catholic Christians, our view of identity begins 
with a fundamental affirmation: God is the Cre-
ator; we are not. We are created beings. More 
beautiful still, we are created in the image and 
likeness of God, as male and female. Maleness 
and femaleness are not interchangeable or 
malleable. They are complementary and reveal 
something of the mystery of God. Being created 
in the image and likeness of God affirms our 
unique dignity among the entirety of God’s cre-
ation. We are created by love and for love. Love 
is both our origin and our destiny because God 
is love.

Our identity as daughters and sons of God 
directs us to our ultimate destination of an eter-
nity with God in heaven. This is a gift extended 
to us through God’s divine mercy through the 
self-gift and sacrifice of his son, Jesus Christ. 

In Catholic education, we promote an integral 
view of the human person as the primary key 
to understanding one’s identity. This Catholic 
view undergirds all instruction, whatever the 

subject. We know this 
Catholic view is not 
shared by all. Never-
theless, we propose our 
understanding of this 
truth as offering the 
greatest opportunity 
for human thriving in a 
confused, chaotic and 
broken world. 

By first understanding our relationship to 
God, we can better understand ourselves and 
therefore our relationship with others. Any oth-
er identities we might also embrace are subordi-
nate to this primary identity as beloved children 
of God, our Creator. Because we are indeed 
loved by God, we can recognize others, similar-
ly created in the image and likeness of God, as 
worthy of love.

Any other identity not rooted in this prima-
ry understanding is incomplete: black, white, 
Asian, German, athlete, scholar, single, mar-
ried, straight or same-sex attracted. None of 
these can equal or replace our identity and 
dignity as creatures of God, created in his im-
age out of love. The danger is that we can make 
any of these self-created identities into an idol 
before which we bow. When we elevate and ex-
aggerate the significance of these partial identi-
ties beyond their proper place, they distort our 
understanding of the human condition. 

Though no man or woman can fully compre-
hend truth in all its glory, we can understand 
enough of it to identify that which is not true. 
Individuals who deny their God-given iden-
tity and seek to change it according to their 
self-prescribed notion of self, are in fact replac-
ing God with themselves. They are setting up an 
idol by denying their creaturehood.  

Being a teenager is difficult. Guiding our 
precious children through periods of anxiety 
and stress requires compassion, grace and love 
– all founded on truth. Our Catholic schools 
welcome and serve all students, but we do so 
through this Catholic lens. We offer all our stu-
dents and their families the best of our Catholic 
understanding, so that each may lead fulfilling 
lives grounded in truth. 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Grounded in truth

Lord, 
send down your spirit 

to guide me during 
Advent this year. 

May the Holy Spirit help 
me journey closer to you, 

lift me up when I feel down 
and led me when I feel lost. 

I may stumble at times, 
but I know my ultimate 

journey is to draw closer 
to you and build your 

kingdom here on earth – a 
kingdom that 

Jesus’s birth, life and 
death helped secure. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Nov. 27 – 60th Anniversary Mass, 10 a.m., St. Andrew Catholic Church, Moore
Nov. 29 – Dec. 1 – Keynote speaker at Msgr. Thomas J. Herron CEO dinner, Napa, Calif.
Dec. 2 – CPC staff Advent retreat, 8:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 2 – Napa Institute Communications Committee virtual meeting, 2:45 p.m.
Dec. 2 – Eucharistic Revival event for priests of archdiocese, 4 p.m., Cathedral of our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Oklahoma City
Dec. 3 – Archdiocesan Eucharistic Revival Conference, 8 a.m., St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church, 
Norman 
Dec. 4 – Advent Lessons and Carols, 5 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Dec. 6 – St. Ann Retirement Center Board meeting, 8 a.m., CPC 
Dec. 6 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Dec. 6 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Dec. 6 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Dedication Committee meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Dec. 6 – Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma current and former board members Mass, 5:30 p.m., All Saints 
Chapel in Msgr. Connor Center, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Dec. 8 – Feast of the Immaculate Conception – CPC closed
Dec. 11 – Outdoor Mass and Blessing of Tepeyac Hill, 1 p.m., Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine

they are quite different. Advent should be a sea-
son of preparation, reflection and prayer.”

The Church has a myriad of feast days and 
traditions to help families prepare for the com-
ing of the Christ.  

The Jesse Tree: The Jesse tree (Matthew 1:1) 
tells people about the ancestry of Christ through 
symbols and relates the Bible to salvation his-
tory. It provides a deeper understanding of the 
relationship between the House of David, Jesus 
and the Catholic Church.  

Advent wreath: The most recognized custom 
is the Advent wreath. It is a wreath made up of 
evergreens bound to a circle of wire. It symbol-
izes the many years, from Adam to Christ, that 
the world awaited its redeemer and the years 
that the world waited for the second and final 
coming of Christ. The wreath holds four candles 
– each lit on the four Sundays of Advent. Three 
are purple and one is pink or rose for Gaudete 
Sunday, this third Sunday of Advent symboliz-
ing joy. The first Sunday candle is to symbolize 
hope, the second Sunday candle symbolizes 
faith or love and, finally, the fourth Sunday can-

dle symbolizes peace.  
Our Lady of Guadalupe: No single event since 

the birth and resurrection of Jesus Christ has 
converted as many people to Christianity as 
when, in 1531, Christ sent his mother to a hill 
outside Mexico City. Countless people heard the 
name of Christ for the first time from this appa-
rition. The Church commemorates this feast day 
on Dec. 12, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

Last year, more than one million people made 
the pilgrimage to commemorate this important 
feast day in Mexico City. 

Deacon Juan Jimenez, of Saint Mary, Catholic 
Church in Ardmore said, “In the United States, 
the Hispanic community places the same impor-
tance on the feast day, however, the celebration 
of Advent is our priority. On the evening of Dec. 
11, we will be having our annual procession, 
meal and special mass to honor the Apparition 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe.”

Other feast days during Advent include the 
Feast of Saint Nicholas on Dec. 6, the Feast of 
Immaculate Conception on Dec. 8, a holy day of 
obligation, and the Feast of Saint Lucy on Dec. 
13.

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Bl. Stanley’s cause for Sainthood depends on 
the proving of a miracle through his interces-
sion. Ask for his intercession today:

O faithful shepherd, Bl. Stanley Rother, as 
priest and missionary, you tilled the soil with 
your hands and invited Christ Jesus to till the 
soil of your soul.

You became a sign of love of Christ the Good 
Shepherd for your people, and blessed their 
lives by your ministry.

You stood firm and did not run from danger, 
bringing glory to God and His Church in your 
martyrdom.

Bl. Stanley, obtain from the heart of Jesus 
[Make your request(s) here...] and pray for me, 
that I too may be a sign of Christ’s love among 
His people.

Teach me to faithfully till the soil of this life in 
the reality given to me by your Father, unafraid 
to stay with those God has given me, no matter 
the cost.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Rother shrine 
update

continued from page 1

Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of 
Arlington was elected as chair-
man of the Committee for Pro-
Life Activities in a 174-63 vote 
over Bishop W. Sean McKnight 
of Jefferson City, and fills the va-
cancy created with the election 
of Archbishop Lori as Confer-
ence vice-president. He assumes 
his post at the end of this year’s 
Fall General Assembly and will 
serve through November 2024, 
at which time he will be eligible 
for re-election.

The remaining six will serve for 
one year as chairmen-elect be-

fore beginning a three-year term 
at the conclusion of the bishops’ 
2023 Fall Plenary Assembly. 
The bishops elected as chair-
men-elect are: 

Bishop Thomas John Paproc-
ki of Springfield in Illinois, as 
chairman-elect of the Committee 
on Canonical Affairs and Church 
Governance in a 147-91 vote 
over Bishop Alfred A. Schlert of 
Allentown.

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera of 
Scranton, as chairman-elect of 
the Committee on Ecumenical 
and Interreligious Affairs in a 

128-111 vote over Bishop Peter 
L. Smith, auxiliary bishop of 
the Archdiocese of Portland in 
Oregon.

Archbishop Charles C. Thomp-
son of Indianapolis, as chair-
man-elect of the Committee on 
Evangelization and Catechesis 
in a 149-90 vote over Bishop 
William D. Byrne of Springfield 
in Massachusetts.

Bishop Abdallah Elias Zaidan, 
MLM, of the Maronite Eparchy of 
Our Lady of Lebanon, as chair-
man-elect of the Committee on 
International Justice and Peace 

in a 148-95 vote over Archbish-
op Nelson J. Pérez of Philadel-
phia.

Bishop Barry C. Knestout of 
Richmond, as chairman-elect of 
the Committee on the Protection 
of Children and Young People in 
a 127-114 vote over Bishop Elias 
R. Lorenzo, OSB, auxiliary bish-
op of the Archdiocese of Newark.

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend, as 
chairman-elect of the Committee 
on Religious Liberty in a 165-77 
vote over Archbishop Salvatore 
J. Cordileone of San Francisco.

continued from page 1

The word “Advent” means 
“reach out” and “get ready”

Blessing of 
an Advent 

Wreath
Lord our God,

we praise you for your 
Son, Jesus Christ:

he is Emmanuel, the hope 
of the peoples, he is the 
wisdom that teaches and 

guides us, he is the Savior 
of every nation.

Lord God,
let your blessing come 
upon usas we light the 
candles of this wreath.
May the wreath and its 

light be a sign of Christ’s 
promise to bring us 

salvation. May he come 
quickly and not delay.

We ask this through Christ 
our Lord.

Amen.

usccb.org/prayers/blessing-advent-wreath
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The town of Sterling had 
its first Mass offered in 
the home of Martin Ille 

in August of 1902, with Father 
Urban de Hasque as celebrant 
from his parish in Chickasha, 
from which he traversed by 
horse and buggy. Father Urban 
continued to serve the commu-
nity until the arrival of the fa-
mous early Oklahoma mission-
ary, Willem Huffer, who came to 
establish a parish. He dedicated 
the first Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, a wooden frame structure, 
in 1904.

Father Huffer was nicknamed 
“Wild Bill” by his brother priests 
due to his boundless energy 
and keen sense of humor. He 
left Sterling to build elsewhere, 
followed by Father A. J. Van der 

Grinten from Holland, 
who built the rectory 

in 1910 and saw to 
the continued im-
provement of the 

facilities. Father Van der Grint-
en would later be the pastor at 
Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City and 
was the first priest in Oklahoma 
to earn a pilot’s license.

Unfortunately, the first church 
was destroyed by fire on Dec. 
22, 1928. The industrious and 
determined parishioners of Ster-
ling began the process of build-
ing a new church, and their 
efforts brought about the beau-
tiful, Roman-styled structure 
there today. Dedicated by the 
vicar general Monsignor Gus-
tave Depreitere on Oct. 8, 1929, 
the new Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help was completed.

Father M.M. McNamee built a 
new rectory and school in 1942. 
The school reached its apex 
with 59 students for all twelve 
grades in the mid-1950s. The 
Adorers of the Blood of Christ 
out of Wichita, Kansas, provided 
the staff. This order of sisters 

was critical to the growth of the 
Church in Oklahoma, founding 
numerous schools, including 
Okarche, and even educating 
Blessed Stanley Rother. Their 
influence and powerful sense of 
vocation inspired a remarkable 
number of Okarche women to 
join them, including Blessed 
Stanley’s sister, Betty, whose 
religious name is Sister Marita.

With the school closing in the 
1960s, as many did throughout 
the state, the parish continued 
to be a vital part of the com-
munity. In 2004, Archbishop 
Eusebius Beltran celebrated the 
100th anniversary of the parish. 
Sterling now includes parish-
ioners who are the fifth gener-
ation to worship in the church. 
It is now under the care of the 
pastor of Elgin and continues to 
be an admired architectural gem 
on the prairies. 

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

L to R: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church, Sterling, 1904; current church in 1929.

Eucharistic Revival conference
Join Archbishop Coakley, priests, 

parish staff, ministry leaders and vol-
unteers from around the archdiocese 
for a Eucharistic Revival Conference 
on Saturday, Dec. 3, at Saint Mark 
the Evangelist Catholic Church in 
Norman, from 8 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

Walk-in registrations and pay-
ment on Dec. 3 WILL be accepted, 
but lunch may not be provided for 
walk-in registrations. There are food 
options close to the parish if partici-
pants can not bring their own lunch.

Don’t miss out on this opportuni-
ty to hear an amazing keynote from 
Msgr. James Shea, author of “From 
Christendom to Apostolic Mission,” 
president of the University of Mary 
and one of the national Eucharistic 
Preachers from the national Eucha-
ristic Revival. This conference will 
also be a great opportunity to hear 
more about what the parish phase of 
the Eucharistic Revival will look like 
and how parishes can foster a greater 
love for, and devotion to, the Eucha-
rist. 
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Norman parish commemorates 100 years of 
Thanksgiving celebrations

By Everett Brazil, III 
The Sooner Catholic

Many parishes hold 
Thanksgiving cele-
brations. This time 
of year is commonly 

devoted to giving thanks to God 
and engaging in fellowship with 
others over a delicious meal. For 
parishioners at Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church in Norman, they 
have celebrated the fall holiday 
for generations. For the past 100 
years, starting in 1922, they have 
watched it grow into an event for 
all ages that requires many volun-
teers and careful planning.

Their celebration was recently 
held on Nov. 13. As in 1922, it is 
typically held the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving.

Father Joseph Irwin has been 
the pastor at Saint Joseph Cath-
olic Church for more than four 
years, but saw the biggest crowd, 
and subsequent success, this year.

“We had a huge turnout,” said 
Father Irwin. “We probably had 
more than 500 people come 
through there. The event was held 
through ticket sales, both pre-or-
ders, as well as the same day. The 
tickets cost $15 a piece.”

The event was held in the gym, with many 
supporters filling the facility.

“The gym holds 200 – 300, and we also took 
to-go orders, so people were coming and going,” 
explained Father Irwin.

An event 
of this size 
takes many 
hours of co-
ordination 
– spaced 
over several 
weeks – to 
put togeth-
er. The 
parish has 
a committee 
working to 
make the 
Thanksgiv-
ing dinner 
happen. 
They begin 
in October 
by reaching 
out to pa-
rishioners 
to find vol-
unteers to 
help make 
the food.

“People 
will volun-
teer, and 
there is a 
process 
of people 
coming in 
to cook 
the turkey, 
get in the process of getting every-
thing cooked and organized,” said Father Irwin. 
“We have an army of volunteers who give their 

time to prepare the food.” 
Through decades of Thanksgiving 

dinners at the parish, the volun-
teers have developed a book on 
what needs to happen to make the 
dinner a success – starting with 
those preparing the meal.

“Over the years they developed 
a book called the ‘Thanksgiving 
Bible,’ with all the recipes and the 
schedule of who needs to be there,” 
commented Father Irwin .

The food shared at the dinner 
includes turkey, mashed potatoes, 
corn, green beans, casserole, cran-
berries and a of pies.

Much of the volunteer effort is 
achieved by word of mouth.

“We just get the word out that 
we need 
workers, 
and peo-
ple reach 
out to the 
commu-
nity,” said 
Father Irwin. 

The group of dedi-
cated volunteers work 
together to ensure the 
meal is ready to eat 
when the patrons sit 
down. That includes 
making sure all the 
food is ready in ad-
vance.

“Everything is pre-
pared beforehand, 
and everyone comes 
and eats,” said Father 
Irwin. “No one brings 
food from their house, 

but they do volunteer to cook and prep.”
The meal begins at 11 a.m. and ends at 2 

p.m. – though patrons hang around longer to 
enjoy the company of friends they know and to 
meet new people. 

“People can find a time, either after or before 
whatever Mass they go to,” explained Father 
Irwin.

Father Irwin estimates between $2,000 
-$3,000 was earned through the dinner, which 
will be poured back into the parish.

“A lot of our Confirmation candidates, sixth 
– 12th grades, help serve,” said Father Irwin. 
“A lot of the volunteers have a real love for the 
work that goes into it.”

This dinner tradition is a chance to celebrate 
as a community and to give thanks to God for 
all that he has provided. 

Everett Brazil, III is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Parishioners at St. Joseph Catholic Church held their 100th Thanksgiving dinner on Nov. 13 in Norman. Photos Theresa 
Bragg. 

Photos 
Bella 
Gutiérrez.
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Catholic Charities provides 
adoption, pregnancy services to 

unexpected mothers

George Rigazzi

George Rigazzi is the archi-
vist for the archdiocese. He is 
tasked with the organization 
and preservation of histori-
cal documents, photos and 
artifacts related to the more 
than 150 years of the history 
of the Church in Oklahoma. 
He also writes the “From 
the Archives” segment in 
the Sooner Catholic. George 
first worked in the tribunal 
for five years as a judge, and 
then 16 years as the direc-
tor of the Office of Family 
Life. The last four years have 
seen him as archivist. All 
together, George has been 
employed by the archdiocese 
for 41 years! He is a sports 
fanatic, specifically base-
ball and hockey, and has an 
extensive collection of sports 
and World War II aviation 
memorabilia. The joy of his 
life is spending time with his 
wife of 39 years, Stephanie, 
and being with his children 
Joe and Laura, and their 
spouses. His granddaugh-
ter, Margot, is responsible 
for keeping them both sane 
through the pandemic.

For many expecting mothers, 
pregnancy is a great joy and 
blessing. For others, being preg-
nant is a surprise that leads to 
fear and uncertainty, especially 

if it’s unplanned. An unplanned pregnancy 
can create pressure, confusion, anxiety and 
a sense of urgency. Through its adoption and 
pregnancy services, Catholic Charities works 
to help these women feel comfortable, confi-
dent and at peace. 

“Every mother’s story is different, so we 
meet them where they are both emotionally 
and physically,” said Krysti Alexander, direc-
tor of the Adoption and Pregnancy Services 
at Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. “Our first job is to meet 
them where they are with 
no judgement.”

Every aspect of Cath-
olic Charities’ adoption 
and pregnancy services 
program aims to cele-
brate the human dignity 
of the mother and child. 
Helping the mother 
understand that they 
will not be judged but 
admired and supported for their courage to 
place their child for adoption is an important 
part of honoring that dignity.   

November, which is national adoption 
month, is also a great time to celebrate fam-
ily. Catholic Charities helps mothers provide 
that family structure, while also helping 
those who want a child to complete their 
family.   

“I see a need for family, family is a great 
support system throughout your life and get-
ting a good start is important, it’s vital. There 
are so many people who want babies and 
babies that need good families; it’s beautiful 
to help bring them together,” said Alexander.

Catholic Charities’ offer support services 
that help ease the stress of the situation. The 
team will accompany mothers through the 

physical and emotional stages of pregnancy, 
help find a doctor and provide support for 
the mother. Support can also include coun-
seling during all stages of the pregnancy, in-
cluding before and after the adoption place-
ment. The team also assists with home visits, 
assistance in choosing and meeting a family 
for placement, transportation to doctor’s ap-
pointments, planning the hospital stay and 
determining contact with the adoptive family 
after the adoption. The team also works with 
Catholic Charities’ other services to support 
the mother and her needs. 

“Catholic Charities is unique in the fact 
that we offer wrap around services which 
they have access to, whether that’s case 

management services, 
transitional housing or 
immigration services. It’s 
important because there 
are so many aspects of a 
person’s life that go into 
a pregnancy; is she going 
to able to work, does she 
need help finding a job/
housing?” said Alexander. 
“We offer case management 

to help birth mothers meet immediate needs 
and identify and accomplish long-term goals 
for her and her family’s future. That includes 
the needs of her other children and fami-
ly members, because for many of our birth 
moms this isn’t their first pregnancy.”    

“Catholic Charities finds joy in helping 
young parents in crisis, and their families 
see the hope and possibilities for their child, 
whether that is through adoption or parent-
ing. Each mother’s journey is different and 
helping them on their path is important no 
matter what it looks like,” said Alexander.

For more information about adoption or 
pregnancy services, call Krysti Alexander at 
(405) 523-3000, Ext. 112 or kalexander@
ccaokc.org.

Krysti Alexander 
(405) 523-3000, Ext. 112 

kalexander@ccaokc.org.

Adoption and Pregnancy Ser-
vices 

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School celebrated the publication of 
its annual magazine, “Toward the 
Top,” with a reception on Nov. 10 

at the Waterford hotel in Oklahoma City. The 
reception honored this year’s featured alumni, 
Judy Love, class 
of 1955, Greg 
Love, class of 
1980 and David 
Love, class of 
2013. 

“Toward the 
Top” is pro-
duced in-house 
by Bishop Mc-
Guinness and 
features photo-
graphs and arti-
cles by students. 
The magazine 
has been pub-
lished annually 
since 2015. Mary 
Joyce, director 
of advancement, 
stated that 
approximately 
11,000 copies 
of “Toward the 
Top” will be sent 
to alumni, fami-
lies of currently 
enrolled students 
and friends of 
Bishop McGuin-
ness Catholic 
High School. 

“It’s a great way 
for the proud 
Irish community 
to stay connect-
ed and celebrate 
our wonderful 
achievements,” 
said Joyce.

“Toward the Top” highlights the achievements 
of Bishop McGuinness alumni, students and 
faculty from the 2021-2022 school year. Along 
with the three 
generations of 
Loves, theol-
ogy teacher 
Mike Chavez 
was featured 
for his more 
than 20 years 
of service to 
the school. 
The magazine 
also high-
lighted coach 
and teacher 
Trevor Swink 
for his accom-
plishments 
at Bishop 
McGuinness 
and as a professional disc golf player. 

“There are lots of amazing people in the mag-
azine, so I feel blessed and appreciated,” Swink 
said.

Other members of the Bishop McGuinness 

family featured in “Toward the Top” were recent 
retirees Bob Epps for 17 years of service, San-
dy Nedbalek for 30 years of service and Anne 
Hathcoat for 41 years of service. The magazine 
also includes class of 2022 student Lilianna 
Gavula’s “Senior Witness” faith testimony and 
the acceptance speech of the 2022 distin-
guished alumni of the year, Peter McConnell.

One of the most influential people to serve at 
Bishop McGuinness was Sister Stephanie 

Sanchez. Sister Stephanie was scheduled to be 
interviewed for a profile piece on her service to 
Bishop McGuinness; however, she passed away 
prior to the production of this year’s magazine. 

A previously-pub-
lished story was 

included in 

the magazine.   
At the reception, 

Bishop McGuinness President and Principal 
David Morton addressed the crowd, recalling 
stories from his early years at the school and 

remarking on the growth and progress that 
has occurred since 1950. This year, Bishop 
McGuinness welcomed a record number of 740 
students.

As he reflected on the past, Morton reaf-
firmed his commitment to supporting the mis-
sion of Catholic schools to educate the whole 
person—spirit, mind and body. He expressed 
his pride in the student body for their accom-

plishments in 
academics, athlet-
ics and faith life. 
Many student ser-
vice projects were 
featured, including 
a food drive that 
resulted in a dona-
tion of more than 
100,000 pounds 
of food to the Re-
gional Food Bank 
of Oklahoma.

Morton looked 
ahead to Bish-
op McGuinness’ 
upcoming 75th 
anniversary in 
2025, announc-
ing the launch 
of a $6 million 
capital campaign 
to address the 
growth and needs 
of the school. 
The funds will be 
utilized to add 
six classrooms, 
restrooms and 
office space. The 
campaign, which 
coincides with 
the 75th anni-
versary, is also 
being chaired by 
Judy Love, Greg 
Love and David 
Love.

While the 
launch of the capital campaign celebrates the 
growth and future of Bishop McGuinness, “To-
ward the Top” celebrates the people who have 
contributed to the success of the school along 
the way. 

“It’s a wonderful way to honor God for all his 
blessings on Bishop McGuinness,” said Joyce. 

“We are 
wrapped in 
the favor 
of the Lord 
and we 
want to 
celebrate 
those bless-
ings!”    

For more 
informa-
tion about 
“Toward the 
Top” mag-
azine or to 
donate to 
the capital 
campaign, 

contact advancement@bmchs.org.
Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the Soon-

er Catholic.
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Bishop McGuinness publishes annual 
student-produced magazine, looks to the future

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School alumni Judy Love, Class of ‘55;  Greg Love, Class of ‘80; David Love, 

Class of  ‘13; and David Morton, BMCHS president and principal. Photos provided.



Sooner Catholic8  November 27, 2022

Saturday, February 4th, 2023
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum

Sanctuary

TICKETS AND SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE AT GREENTIEGALA.ORG

Women’s Development Centers

benefitting

ALA

On Nov. 13, parishioners at St. Philip Neri Catholic Church in Midwest 
City celebrated the 30th anniversary of the dedication of their current 
church. The church was built in 1992 under the leadership of Fr. John 
Feehily. Parishioners had a champagne brunch with food, drinks and 
fellowship. Photos provided.

the museum tells the story of faith, 
perseverance and trust in the Lord. 
Blessed Stanley Rother is a great ex-
ample to follow in these times,” said 
Vanessa Baquera, Blessed Stanley 
Rother Shrine gift shop and museum 
manager. 

“There is more than one single item 
that stands out at the museum. I 
think the people in Guatemala stand 
out the most. Their hard work, kind-
ness and need for a pastor to shep-
herd them. Blessed Stanley Rother’s 
time in Santiago Atitlan was far from 
idyllic, but was absolutely joyful. 
He understood their human frailties 
and quickly learned to appreciate the 
Tz’utujil generosity, faith and colorful 
culture. He simply fell and stayed in 
love with the people to the point that, 
even after he returned to the United 
States because his life was in dan-
ger, he had to go back,” explained 
Baquera.

According to Baquera, the museum 
will be in zones. Zone one will first 
tell the story of his journey of faith 
and growing up in Okarche with his 
family. It will include his years as 
a seminarian and the struggles he 
encountered.

Zone two will familiarize pilgrims 
with the Guatemalan people and 
culture, who Blessed Stanley Rother 
loved and returned to, as well as his 
martyrdom. Visitors will understand 
the war that was taking place at that 
time in Guatemala and how it affect-
ed the people.

Zone three will focus on “a call to 
holiness,” and will focus on Blessed 
Stanley Rother’s beatification and the 

journey that has led to the shrine. 
“That is how the museum ends – 

by asking the question, ‘what is God 
calling on you to do?’ I think the 
whole museum will be impactful,” 
said Baquera.

Groups and schools also are invit-
ed to tour the museum and can be 
accommodated by calling the pil-
grimage coordinator. No reservations 
are needed to tour the museum, and 
walk-ins are welcome.

The museum is self-guided. There 
will be many monitors to give infor-
mation and in-person staff on hand 
to answer any questions. A guided 
tour can also be provided.

The gift shop will offer visitors the 
opportunity to purchase custom stat-
ues, medals, rosaries, candles, Gua-
temalan items and apparel featuring 
Blessed Stanley Rother and Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, books, DVDs and 
more. Plus, a variety of other reli-
gious articles and devotional items. 

“The Blessed Stanley Rother gift 
shop will be a unique shopping ex-
perience with items telling the story 
of an ordinary Oklahoma priest from 
Okarche who became a martyr and 
who didn’t run at the first sign of 
danger,” said Deacon Norman Mejstr-
ik, director of the Cause for the Can-
onization of Blessed Stanley Rother.

The museum and gift shop will 
have the same hours as the shrine. 
Currently, items related to Blessed 
Stanley Rother can be purchased at 
rotherstore.com. More information 
about the Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine can be found at rothershrine.
org. 

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.
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continued from page 1

A rendering of the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Museum, Zone 2A/The Mission

Blessed stanley RotheR 
Gift shop

7501 Northwest Expressway
Oklahoma City, OK 73132

(by the lobby of the Catholic Pastoral Center)

Shop online at rotherstore.com

Monday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Art
Books
DVDs

Medals
Prayer Cards

Rosaries
Statues

&
More!
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The Celebration of the Eucharist for the Rite of Admission to Candidacy for the Deacon Formation Class of 2025 by Archbishop Coakley was Nov. 11 at the St. Francis de Sales Chapel in the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in Oklahoma City. Photos Theresa Bragg/Sooner Catholic.
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The Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School 2023 Nation-
al Merit Scholars are (Back row – L to R) Encho Genchev, 
Noah Rice, Price Collier, Jack Dolan, Jacob Love (Front row 
– L to R) Curt Schwager, Blayne Schwarz, Maureen Grimes 
and Henry Ison. Photo provided.

The Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School 
sophomore leadership class planned and conduct-
ed the annual Veterans Day assembly on Nov. 11. 
A student shook the hand of Master Sgt. J.R. DeLe-
on, who spoke at the assembly. Photos provided.

Knights of Columbus Council 6477 conducted 
a “Food for Families” food drive from Oct. 31 to 
Nov. 13 at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church. 
Parishioners donated 685 items weighing 785 
lbs. All the food is set to be delivered to Sr. BJ’s 
Pantry for the homeless. Steven Conway, family 
program director, organized the food drive. Sr. 
BJ’s Pantry has been serving the homeless for 
more than 22 years. Each weekend, the pantry 
serves breakfast to more than 250 homeless 
individuals. In addition, Sr. BJ offers clothing, 
footcare from her clinic and food for homeless 
families. Photo provided.

Parishioners from St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in 
Newkirk and St. Mary Catholic Church in Ponca City gathered 
on Nov. 5 in the St. Mary Catholic School gym for the annual 
Turkey Bingo fundraiser. The dinner began at 6 p.m. with chili, 
hotdogs, nachos, Frito chili pie and Bingo. The event is a fund-
raiser for the St. Francis Knights of Columbus, which helps fund 
church activities and Newkirk Public Schools special education 
programs. St. Mary Catholic Church also held a chili cookoff and 
fundraiser the following Saturday after the 5 p.m. Mass as part 
of the Second Saturday Social program. Photos Everett Brazil III/
Sooner Catholic.
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Mount St. Mary Catholic High School remembered 58 loved ones of members of 
the Mount Community at the Memorial Mass on Nov. 16. The Mount Memorial 
Mass was celebrated by Fr. Jerome Krug, MSM class of 2011, which included 
music from the MSM choir. A reception followed and each family was presented 
with a blessed rosary. Laura Cain, MSM principal and Tony Tyler, MSM interim 
president lit candles as those names being remembered were announced. Photos 
provided.

The first Sooner Catholics Alumni Tailgate was held Nov. 5 at St. Thomas More Catholic Church in Norman before the football game against Baylor. More than 100 
students, alumni and parents from the Oklahoma City metro, Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth area attended. The tailgate was hosted to foster dialogue and com-
munity among current and former Catholic students at the University of Oklahoma. Learn more about the Sooner Catholics Alumni Association at tinyurl.com/
SoonerCatholicsAlumni. Photos provided.

Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Mustang 
honored the veterans of the parish on Nov. 
10. Mass was celebrated at 8:30 a.m. and 
was followed by brunch in the Family Life 
Center. The veterans 
each stood and gave 
their name, branch of 
military they served, 
how long they served 
and where they were 
stationed. Many of 
the veterans recog-
nized their spouses 
for all their hard 
work and sacrifice 
over the years. Fr. 
Joseph Jacobi added 
his gratitude for their 
service. All stood, 
recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance and took 
a group photo with Fr. Jacobi. The Little 
Flower Guild sponsored the event and pro-
vided the food. Photos provided.

Parishioners at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Ada held 
their annual smorgasbord on 
Nov. 6. Photos provided.
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Cook - OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center at 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
is seeking an experienced cook to 
assist with daily meal preparation. 
This full-time position will include 
a flexible work schedule but will re-
quire some evenings and weekends. 
Minimum of two years’ experience 
in food service and preparation. 
Catering experience is preferred. 
Customer service experience a 
plus; high school diploma a must. 
A background check and safe envi-
ronment training will be required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinator of Hispanic minis-
try – OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a full-time coordi-
nator of Hispanic ministry to work 
closely with the community to fa-
cilitate and promote the catechet-
ical, evangelical and formational 
programs of Latinos throughout 
the archdiocese. This position will 
collaborate with Hispanic parish 
leaders to implement, coordi-
nate and support new methods 
of outreach as well as work with 
English-speaking leaders to act as 
a communication bridge and meet 
the needs of the growing Hispanic 
communities. The candidate must 
demonstrate a strong commitment 
to Hispanic values and a deep un-
derstanding of the pastoral needs 
and gifts of the Hispanic commu-
nity. At least three years of pasto-
ral experience. A bachelor’s degree 
is a plus. Knowledge and experi-
ence of Latino/Hispanic cultures 
in the United States, fluency in 
both English and Spanish, strong 
interpersonal, presentation, teach-
ing and leaderships skills. Must 
be a practicing Catholic in good 
standing with the Church and 
possess a strong knowledge of the 
faith. Send cover letter and resume 
to humanresources@archokc.org.

Executive assistant – OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a full-time execu-
tive assistant to provide adminis-
trative services for members of the 
administration and finance senior 
staff. The executive assistant will 
be a primary point of contact 
among executives, clergy and 
staff throughout the archdiocese. 
Responsibilities include maintain-
ing databases and coordinating 
compliance documents; organizing 
calendars and meetings, distrib-
uting agendas and transcribing 
minutes; tracking expenses and 
payments and maintaining office 
supply inventory. Must be high-
ly organized with the ability to 
prioritize and anticipate needs, 
excellent computer skills in Micro-
soft Word, Excel and PowerPoint, 
exceptional attention to accuracy 
and the ability to communicate 
in a professional manner within a 

multicultural environment. Must 
have previous office experience 
and be a practicing Catholic. Bilin-
gual in Spanish a plus. Generous 
retirement and insurance benefits, 
with many of the plans, including 
health and dental, at no cost to 
the employee. Send cover letter 
and resume to humanresources@
archokc.org.

Director of communications – 
Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
seeking a director of communica-
tions to oversee all aspects of com-
munication, media relations and 
promotion of the shrine. Minimum 
three to five years of experience 
in public relations, journalism or 
marketing; bachelor’s degree in a 
related field and must be a prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing. 
Bilingual in English and Spanish 
is desired, but not required. To 
learn more, visit rothershrine.org. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinator of volunteer   
services - Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
is seeking a volunteer coordinator 
to oversee the daily management, 
coordination and support of vol-
unteers. Duties include recruiting, 
training, scheduling, supervising 
and recognizing volunteer efforts. 
Must be a Catholic in good stand-
ing, have a minimum of two years’ 
relevant experience or a bachelor’s 
degree in a related field, exhibit 
an interest in volunteerism and 
community building and demon-
strate the ability to communicate 
effectively with diverse popula-
tions. Leadership experience with 
volunteer groups within the Cath-
olic Church is preferred. Fluency 
in Spanish is a plus. Send resume 
and cover letter to    
humanresources@archokc.org.

Director of music, organist – 
Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
seeking a full-time director of mu-
sic and organist to collaborate with 
clergy and other ministry leaders 
to administer a multifaceted liturgy 
and music program by connecting 
with the various forms and styles 
of the parish choir and musicians 
to inspire a blend of cultural and 
traditional repertoires. Oversee all 
music and provide organ accom-
paniment for English and Span-
ish weekend Masses, holy days, 
school Masses, special liturgies and 
archdiocesan events. Must have a 
degree or equivalent certification in 
music or similar area of study, ex-
perience in organ performance and 
choral direction in a Catholic litur-
gical setting, an understanding of 
GIRM and the rubrics of the Roman 
Missal, and fluency in English and 
Spanish. The starting salary range 
is $55,000 – $65,000, commensu-
rate with education and experience. 
The position comes with generous 
retirement and insurance benefits, 

with many of the plans, includ-
ing health and dental, at no cost 
to the employee. The shrine will 
include an Allen Organ GX-350 in 
the church, and a Viscount Sonus 
245 in the chapel. Schoenstein and 
Co. has been selected to build a 
pipe organ for the shrine, pending 
a successful fundraiser. Send cover 
letter and resume, including links 
to recorded audio or video samples 
of performances (on YouTube, etc.), 
to humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinator of youth, young 
adult and campus evangelization 
- OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a full-time coordina-
tor of youth, young adult and cam-
pus ministry to be responsible for 
all aspects of youth, young adult 
and campus ministry in conjunc-
tion with the department of evange-
lization and discipleship. Promote 
and provide training, resourcing 
and programs that benefit parishes 
with a particular emphasis on mis-
sionary discipleship for all young 
people throughout the archdiocese. 
Develop, design and implement 
strategic efforts and archdioce-
san-wide events for the evangeli-
zation of youth and young adults. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

OLOG summer camp staff 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 

Camp is seeking individuals for 
the 2023 camp lead and mission 
team to ensure all facilities, activ-
ities and programs are organized 
and prepared in order to provide 
campers with the highest quality 
experience. Must be age 21 by May 
1, 2023. Apply at archokc.org/
campstaff.

Executive assistant – OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center is 

seeking an executive assistant in 
the Secretariat for Stewardship 
and Development to prepare and 
manage donor correspondence 
and acknowledgements, sched-
ule meetings and make necessary 
reservations, prepare and distrib-
ute board and com-mittee agendas 
and meeting minutes. Responsible 
for maintenance and management 
of all relevant databases and will 
help organize and coordinate office 
procedures to ensure effectiveness 
and efficiency, including invento-
ry of office supplies. Must be able 
to independently manage a wide 
range of administrative tasks. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Math teacher - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School seeks a long-term math-
ematics substitute teacher with 
an anticipated term for the 2022-
23 school year. Responsible for 
learning continuity, maintaining 
classroom management and de-
livering behavior strategies for the 
safety and welfare of all students. 
Additional subbing opportunities 

available prior to start date. Apply 
at cristoreyokc.org/careers.

Parish engagement coordinator - 
Edmond

St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Edmond is seeking a 
full-time (37.5 hours/week) parish 
engagement coordinator to facili-
tate and promote involvement in 
the life of the parish by mobilizing 
the gifts and talents of parishio-
ners. Manage the volunteer re-
cruitment process, ministry fairs, 
recognition and events. Oversee 
the Safe Environment process by 
updating and maintaining that 
database to include running back-
ground checks, code of conduct 
compliance and training for volun-
teers. Great organization, commu-
nication and people skills are a 
must. Send resume to adennis@
stjohn-catholic.org.

Accounting specialist - Edmond
St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church in Edmond is seeking a 
part-time (20 hours/week) ac-
counting specialist to be respon-
sible for setting up and making 
adjustments in FACTS/Renweb 
accounts for tuition and incidental 
payments, answer questions par-
ents have on their account, pro-
cess invoices for payment, prepare 
deposits for the bank, assist in 
bank reconciliations and provide 
coverage for the reception area 
as needed. Must have a strong 
attention to detail, be computer 
savvy and have a broad knowledge 
of accounting processes. Prior 
experience with FACTS would be 
helpful. Send resume to adennis@
stjohn-catholic.org.

IT coordinator – Edmond
St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church in Edmond is seeking a 
full-time IT coordinator to main-
tain information technology sys-
tems and networks, provide end 
user support to staff, and perform 
both technical and administrative 
tasks to ensure functionality and 
efficiency of computer and telecom 
systems. Must be a self-starter, 
quick learner and able to diagnose 
and resolve technical issues in 
a timely manner. Will purchase, 
configure, install and update 
software and hardware as needed 
and track computer inventory and 
licensing. Must be knowledgeable 
in software, hardware, printers 
and networking basics: Microsoft 
Windows Server, MS Windows 
10 and 11, Active Directory, MS 
Office 365 Suite, MS Azure, Goo-
gle Workspace. Experience with 
network gateways, firewalls, do-
main controllers, DHCP, DNS and 
print servers are a plus. Excellent 
communication and people skills; 
solid knowledge of IT systems and 
applications; minimum of one-two 
years’ experience; able to work 
some evenings and weekends; able 
to lift up to 30 pounds. Send re-
sume to adennis@stjohn-catholic.
org.

The Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk 
(1863-1950) was an Oglala Lakota who lived in 
South Dakota. Nicholas Black Elk is also the 
subject of the famous book by John Neihardt 
entitled, “Black Elk Speaks,” (1932) which 
according to Jon Sweeney contains several 
errors in it and romanticized the life of Amer-
ican Indians. Jon Sweeney is an independent 
scholar who has authored several books and 
writes for “America” and “The Tablet.” He is 
also involved with Paraclete Press. This book is 
part of Liturgical Press’ People of God series.

This book is a biography of Servant of God, 
Nicholas Black Elk. It serves as an introduc-
tion into the life of this possible future saint. 
Black Elk had been involved in Buffalo Bill’s 
Wild West Show and traveled to Europe. He 
eventually returned to the United States and 
was present at the massacre of Wounded 
Knee. His story is a bit unusual, in that he 

was a Lakota medicine man who was convert-
ed by Jesuit missionaries who were working 
among his people. 
Sweeney tells about 
this conversion in 
detail. 

Once Black Elk 
converted to Cathol-
icism, he became a 
staunch supporter 
and catechist. The 
name Nicholas is the name he took 
upon his conversion and baptism, as 
he was baptized on Dec. 6, the feast 
of Saint Nicholas. He later saw that 
his Lakota ways could complement 
his Catholic faith, and he used this to 
reach out to his people for conversion.

On March 14, 2016, the grandchil-
dren of Nicholas Black Elk petitioned 
Bishop Robert Guss, bishop of Rapid City, 
South Dakota, to open the cause for the 
canonization of their grandfather. He agreed 
and presented this cause to the 2017 United 
States National Conference of Bishops to seek 

their support for the beginning of the cause. 
He gained their support, and the cause began 
to move forward.

This book contains a biography portion, a 
basic chronology, a glossary of 

Lakota words and phras-
es, endnotes and an 
index. There are no illus-
trations or maps. Nicho-
las Black Elk is from the 
Plains region while Saint 
Kateri Tekakwitha hailed 
from northeast area of the 
country. He would be the 
second American Indian to 
be canonized if his cause 
moves forward. This book 
is highly recommended as 
an introduction into the life 
and cause of Nicholas Black 

Elk and Lakota life. 
Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint Gregory’s 

Abbey, Shawnee, is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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The Catholic Difference

Three pontificates and Vatican II

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Book review: “Nicholas Black Elk: medicine man, 
catechist, saint”

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

On the morning of Oct. 17, 1978, 
the newly-elected Pope John Paul 
II concelebrated Mass with the 
College of Cardinals and pledged 
that the program of his papacy 
would be the full implementation 
of the Second Vatican Council. 
That was his “definitive duty,” for 
the Council had been “an event 
of utmost importance” in the two 
millennia of Christian history. As I 
explain in “To Sanctify the World: 
The Vital Legacy of Vatican II” (Ba-
sic Books), the next 26-and-a-half 
years saw John Paul II fulfill that 
pledge, for his pontificate was an 
epic of teaching and witness that 
helped provide the Council the 
interpretive keys it had not given 
itself.

Unlike the previous 20 ecumeni-
cal councils, Vatican II did not ar-
ticulate or identify a definitive key 
to its proper interpretation: some-
thing that made clear that “This 
is what we mean.” Other councils 
had written creeds, defined dog-
mas, condemned heresies, legis-
lated canons into Church law and 
commissioned catechisms. Vatican 
II did none of those things, which 
was one reason why a donnybrook 
over the Council’s intention and 
meaning ensued. 

In the 1975 apostolic exhortation 
“Evangelii Nuntiandi” (Announcing 
the Gospel), Pope Paul VI began 
the process of giving the Coun-
cil-without-keys an authoritative 
interpretation by recalling John 

XXIII’s original intention for the 
Council:  Vatican II was to launch 
the Church on a revitalized mis-
sion of Christ-centered evangeli-
zation. John Paul II filled in the 
blanks of what that new evangeli-
zation would involve with his volu-
minous magisterium — and by his 
pastoral visit to the Holy Land in 
March 2000, which reminded the 
Church that Christianity began 
with a personal encounter with the 
Risen Lord Jesus, who must be 
ever at the center of the Church’s 
proposal and proclamation to the 
world. 

At John Paul II’s side during this 
great work of providing the keys to 
the Council was Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, who would succeed 
the Polish pope as Pope Benedict 
XVI. Like his papal predecessor, 
Ratzinger was a man of the Coun-
cil; in fact, the young Bavarian 
theologian had been one of the 
three most influential theological 
advisers to the conciliar bishops. 
So it was not surprising that, in 
his first Christmas address to the 
Roman Curia in 2005, Benedict 
XVI should have forthrightly ad-
dressed the question of the proper 
interpretation of Vatican II. 

Like the man who summoned it, 
Pope John XXIII, Pope Benedict 
knew that the Council was not 
convened to reinvent Catholicism; 
that was not what ecumenical 
councils do. Rather, the Coun-
cil was intended to rekindle the 

Church’s faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and renew the Church’s 
experience of the Holy Spirit, so 
that, like the disciples after the 
first Christian Pentecost, the 
Church would be emboldened for 
radical mission. Thus Vatican II, 
he taught, should be understood 
as a Council that developed the 
Church’s tradition organically. 
Vatican II was not a rupture with 
tradition, but a deepening of the 
Church’s self-understanding in 
continuity with divine revelation.

Which is why, in “To Sanctify the 
World,” I suggest that the pontif-
icates of John Paul II and Bene-
dict XVI should be understood as 
one, continuous, 35-year arc of 
conciliar interpretation, providing 
the keys that unlock Vatican II’s 
authoritative teaching and evan-
gelical power.   

What, then, of the present pon-
tificate? 

Pope Francis has spoken of his 
respect for the Council. And his 
call for a Church “permanently in 
mission” certainly reflects John 
XXIII’s original intention for Vati-
can II, which Pope John summed 
up in one succinct sentence in 
September 1962: “The purpose of 
the Council is….evangelization.” 
Yet the present pontificate has di-
verged from the Council’s teaching 
in several ways. 

The Vatican’s current China poli-
cy contradicts the Council’s teach-
ing that no rights or privileges are 

to be given governments in the 
appointment of bishops — a teach-
ing now legally embodied in Canon 
337.5. The Holy See’s adherence to 
the 2019 Abu Dhabi Declaration 
and its claim that the plurality of 
religions is an expression of God’s 
will does not sit easily with the 
Council’s proclamation of Jesus 
Christ as the one, unique redeem-
er of humanity: the Lord who 
is the center of history and the 
cosmos. One of Vatican II’s signal 
accomplishments was its strong 
affirmation of the authority to gov-
ern conferred by sacramental or-
dination to the episcopate; recent 
reforms of the Roman Curia, the 
deposition of bishops without due 
process and curial diktats about 
the proper celebration of Mass 
(and even the content of parish 
bulletins) undercut that authority. 
And the pontificate’s exception-
ally narrow interpretation of the 
Council’s teaching on the liturgy 
has made the implementation of 
Vatican II even more contentious. 

These disparities will be a focus 
of the next papal conclave.     



Sooner Catholic16   November 27, 2022

Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Cimentados en la verdad

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Beato Stanley hermano nuestro, donaste tu 
vida en servicio por los demás y derramaste tu 
sangre como testigo a la fidelidad del amor de 
Dios.

Aquellos a que amaste y serviste tan pro-
funda y completamente Te conocían como su 
pastor y sacerdote, intercediste por ellos como 
su puerta abierta a la presencia de Cristo.

Ruega e intercede por nosotros, únete en 
nuestro camino por la vida, para que la pres-
encia redentora de Jesús, pueda tocarnos y 
restaurarnos a la plenitud y la paz.

Te pido en este tiempo de necesidad por 
[declare su necesidad] que tu oración nos 
acompañe; que la misericordia de Cristo que 
resonó en tu ministerio y martirio, nos renueve 
y nos traiga las gracias necesarias para sanar 
nuestro quebranto, ilumine nuestra oscuridad, 
y restaure lo que hemos perdido en nuestras 
vidas, para que podamos ser, finalmente, uno 
contigo en la alabanza a Dios para siempre en 
el cielo.

Por Cristo nuestro Señor. Amén.

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

El 2 de noviembre, el periódico The 
Oklahoman publicó una historia sobre 
una atleta que es estudiante de una 
de las escuelas preparatorias de la Ar-
quidiócesis de Oklahoma City. En la 
portada, la publicación celebraba el éxito 
atlético de la estudiante, pero en el fon-
do se refería a algo más. Explotaba las 
dificultades que enfrenta la estudiante 
adolescente sobre su identidad sexual, 
lo cual técnicamente se llama disforia 
de género. La cual es un reto para cada 
vez más jóvenes, familias y escuelas. Un 
fenómeno que está siendo promovido, en 
gran parte, por personajes en redes so-
ciales y un entendimiento distorsionado 
de la persona humana. 

Nuestras escuelas católicas dan la 
bienvenida a estudiantes y familias de 
cualquier fe, o incluso sin fe, para colab-
orar en la educación de sus hijos en un 
ambiente totalmente católico. Es lo que 
somos y lo que hacemos. Sin embargo, 
la Iglesia Católica reconoce que vivimos 
en medio de un ambiente social plural, 
y reconocemos que ese amplio ambiente 
social está, como muchos de nosotros de 
manera personal, profundamente herido 
y necesitado de curación y verdad. Nues-
tra misión educativa católica esta cimen-
tada en la verdad acerca de la persona 
humana tal y como fue totalmente reve-
lada por Jesucristo. 

El artículo publicado por The Oklaho-
man utilizó, y mal utilizó, el concepto 
de identidad a lo largo de toda la pub-
licación. Como Cristianos Católicos, 
nuestro entendimiento de la identidad 
comienza con una afirmación funda-
mental: Dios es el creador, no nosotros. 
Somos seres creados. Y aún más her-
moso que eso, fuimos creados a imagen 
y semejanza de Dios, como hombres y 

mujeres. La masculinidad y la feminidad 
no son intercambiables o maleables. Son 
complementarias y revelan en ellas una 
parte del misterio de Dios. El ser creados 
a imagen y semejanza de Dios afirma 
nuestra dignidad única de entre todos 
los otros seres de la creación de Dios. 
Hemos sido creados por amor y para el 
amor. El amor es tanto nuestro origen 
como nuestro destino, porque Dios es 
amor. 

Nuestra identidad como hijos e hijas de 
Dios nos lleva a nuestro destino último 
en la eternidad con Dios en el cielo. Este 
es un don que recibimos por la miseri-
cordia divina a través del sacrificio de su 
hijo Jesucristo. 

En la educación católica, promove-
mos una visión integral de la persona 
humana como clave primaria para el 
entendimiento de la identidad personal. 
Esta visión católica fundamenta toda 
la instrucción, sea cual sea la materia. 
Entendemos que no todos comparten 
esta visión católica. Sin embargo, pro-
ponemos nuestro entendimiento de esta 
verdad como una manera de ofrecerle 
al mundo la más grande oportunidad 
de prosperar en un mundo confundido, 
caótico y roto. 

Si primero entendemos nuestra rel-
ación con Dios, podremos entendernos a 
nosotros mismos y nuestra relación con 
los demás de mejor manera. Cualquier 
otra identidad que asumamos debe estar 
subordinada a esta identidad primaria 
como hijos amados de Dios, nuestro 
Creador. Debido a que somos realmente 
amados por Dios, podemos reconocer a 
los demás, creados también a imagen y 
semejanza de Dios como nosotros, como 
dignos de amor. 

Cualquier otra identidad que no esté 

cimentada en este 
entendimiento 
primario, es in-
completa: negro, 
blanco, asiático, 
alemán, atleta, 
estudiante, solte-
ro, casado, het-
erosexual o con atracción a personas del 
mismo sexo. Ninguna de estas se iguala 
y mucho menos reemplaza nuestra iden-
tidad y dignidad como creaturas de Dios, 
creados a su imagen por amor. El peligro 
es que podemos hacer un ídolo de estas 
identidades que hemos creado nosotros 
mismos y arrodillarnos ante ellas. Cuan-
do elevamos y exageramos el significado 
de estas identidades parciales más de su 
lugar debido, ellas distorsionan nuestro 
entendimiento de la condición humana. 

Aun cuando ningún hombre o mujer 
puede comprender a profundidad la ver-
dad en toda su gloria, podemos entender 
lo suficiente como para identificar lo que 
no es cierto. Las personas que niegan su 
identidad dada por Dios y buscan cam-
biarla de acuerdo con la noción que ellos 
mismos han elaborado, están de hecho 
poniéndose a ellos mismos por encima 
de Dios. Están creando un ídolo al negar 
su realidad de creaturas. 

Ser adolescente es difícil. El guiar a 
nuestros hijos durante sus periodos de 
ansiedad y estrés requiere de compasión, 
gracia y amor, todos ellos fundados en 
la verdad. Nuestras escuelas católicas 
le dan la bienvenida y sirven a todos los 
estudiantes, pero lo hacemos desde un 
lente católico. Ofrecemos a todos nues-
tros estudiantes y sus familias lo mejor 
de nuestra comprensión católica, para 
que cada uno viva una vida plena, ci-
mentada en la verdad.
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Mañanitas de 
Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe 

Celebre la Fiesta 
de Nuestra Seño-
ra de Guadalupe 
el lunes 12 de 
diciembre con 
Mañanitas en el 
Santuario del Bea-
to Stanley Rother 
en Oklahoma City. 
A partir de las 5 a. 
m. habrá maña-
nitas (un canto a 
la Virgen), rosario, 
pan dulce y la 
oportunidad de ver 
el recinto del san-
tuario y del Cerro 
del Tepeyac. 

Dedicación del 
Santuario del 
Cerro del Tepeyac 

Únase al Arzo-
bispo Coakley, a 
los sacerdotes de 
la arquidiócesis 
e invitados a la 1 
p.m. el domingo 
11 de diciembre 
en el Santuario 
del Beato Stanley 
Rother en Oklaho-
ma City para una 
Misa al aire libre 
y la bendición del 
Cerro del Tepeyac 
y las imágenes de 
San Juan Diego y 
Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe. 

Obtenga más información en rothershrine.org/tepeyac-hill.

Caja de trabajos
Coordinador del Ministerio   
Hispano – OKC

La Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma 
City está buscando un coordinador 
de tiempo completo del ministerio 
hispano para trabajar en estrecha 
colaboración con la comunidad 
para facilitar y promover los pro-
gramas de catequesis, evangeli-
zación y formación de latinos en 
toda la arquidiócesis. Debe colab-
orar con los líderes parroquiales 
hispanos para implementar, coor-
dinar y apoyar nuevos métodos de 
divulgación, así como con líderes 
de habla inglesa para actuar como 
un puente de comunicación y 
satisfacer las necesidades de las 
crecientes comunidades hispanas 
de manera más efectiva. Debe dem-
ostrar un fuerte compromiso con 
los valores hispanos y una profun-
da comprensión de las necesidades 
y dones pastorales de la comuni-
dad hispana. Al menos tres años 
de experiencia pastoral. Tener una 
licenciatura es una ventaja. Cono-
cimiento y experiencia de las cultu-
ras latina/hispana en los Estados 
Unidos, fluidez en inglés y español, 
sólidas habilidades interpersonales, 
de presentación, de enseñanza y 
de liderazgo. Debe ser un católico 
practicante con buena reputación 
en la Iglesia y poseer un sólido con-
ocimiento de la fe. Envíe una carta 
de presentación y su currículum a 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Director de comunicaciones – 
Santuario

El Santuario del Beato Stanley 
Rother está buscando un director 
de comunicaciones para supervis-
ar todos los aspectos de la comu-
nicación, las relaciones con los 
medios y la promoción del santu-
ario. Debe contar con experiencia 
mínima de tres a cinco años en 
relaciones públicas, periodismo o 
marketing; licenciatura en un cam-
po relacionado y debe ser un católi-
co practicante con buena reputa-
ción. Se desea, pero no se requiere, 
ser bilingüe en inglés y español. 
Para obtener más información, 
visite rothershrine.org. Enviar cur-
rículum y carta de presentación a 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinador de servicios de  
voluntariado - Santuario

El Santuario del Beato Stan-
ley Rother está buscando un 
coordinador de voluntarios. Los 
deberes del trabajo incluirán el 
reclutamiento, la capacitación, la 
programación, la supervisión y el 
reconocimiento de los esfuerzos de 
los voluntarios.  Debe ser católico 
con buena reputación, tener un 
mínimo de dos años de experien-
cia relevante o una licenciatura 
en un campo relacionado, mostrar 
interés en el voluntariado y la 
construcción de comunidades y 
demostrar la capacidad de comu-

nicarse de manera efectiva con 
diversas poblaciones. La fluidez 
en español es una ventaja. Enviar 

currículum y carta de present-
ación a humanresources@archokc.
org.
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Briefs

The Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City hums with activity all 
year, but November and De-
cember are packed with events 
at parishes, the Catholic Pas-
toral Center and the commu-
nity. Our parish bulletins, the 
Sooner Catholic and Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio are tools that 
help spread awareness of these 
events and drive engagement 
with the faithful. 

Broadcasts repeat at regular 
intervals and help listeners re-
tain important details from the 
shows and advertisements they 
hear. Announcements of events, 
organizations and services are 
in popular demand at OKCR, 
and there are several methods 
available to those who want to 
get the word out to listeners.

Sponsorships are the most 
effective form of delivering 
your message. They benefit 
OKCR with a financial gift and 
it allows for the broadcast of 
a custom message to a wide 
audience several times a day. 
The sponsor does not have to 
be Catholic. On-air sponsors fill 
out a form titled, “On-air busi-
ness sponsors.” The form can 
be found at OKCR.org. Catholic 
sponsors must also fill out this 
form and submit it. The spon-
sors must be prepared to make 
a number of choices, such as 
which market(s) will hear the 
message, and the duration of 
the message, 30 or 60 seconds. 
The rate for 30 seconds is $150 
per market and $225 for 60 
seconds. If a sponsor opts for 
multiple markets, a $50 dis-
count applies.

Catholic entity sponsors have 

another shorter option from 
OKCR that is not associated 
with a financial gift. 

Deacon Larry Sousa produces 
the “Around the Archdiocese” 
segment that airs on OKCR. It 
consists mostly of event an-
nouncements and invitations 
that are liturgical in nature. 
For example, an invitation to 
participate in Eucharistic Ado-
ration at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center would be suitable for 
“Around the Archdiocese.” The 
announcement of a parish craft 
fair or a community-wide ga-
rage sale belongs in the on-air 
sponsorship category.

Being deadline-driven ensures 
that OKCR can produce consis-
tent quality in its programming. 
All new, fully-produced content 
is submitted on Thursdays to 
begin broadcasting the following 
Monday. The OKCR engineer 
receives the recordings and 
ensures they meet the proper 
technical specifications so that 
they will fit within a 24-hour 
rotation. Plan on seven to 10 
days for proofreading copy, 
making financial arrangements 
and allowing for production of 
the actual recording.

Sometimes submitting some-
thing like a parish bulletin an-
nouncement or basic informa-
tion regarding an event may not 
translate well on-air. Sometimes 
subtle changes make copy more 
pleasing to hear. We offer that 
service, or we can write the en-
tire script if you desire. 

Promoting the events and 
mission of the archdiocese 
remains a strong component 
of OKCR’s evangelical mission. 
OKCR exists to advance the 
Kingdom of Heaven, spread the 
Good News of Jesus, promote 
worship, scholarship, celebra-
tion and more.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Eucharistic Revival conference
Join Archbishop Coakley, 

priests, parish staff and ministry 
leaders from around the archdi-
ocese for a Eucharistic Revival 
Conference on Dec. 3 from 8 a.m. 
to 2:45 p.m. at St. Mark the Evan-
gelist Catholic Church in Nor-
man. The conference will explore 
the various aspects of the parish 
phase of the National Eucharis-
tic Revival. Walk-in registrations 
and payment on Dec. 3 WILL be 
accepted, but lunch may not be 
provided for walk-in registrations. 
There will be Mass, a keynote 
talk by Msgr. James Shea, author 
and president of the University of 
Mary, adoration and panel discus-
sions. Learn more and register at 
archokc.org/revival-conference. 

Rother shrine dedication 
Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 

of the archdiocese, bishops and 
guests for the dedication of the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine on Friday, 
Feb. 17 in Oklahoma City. The 
dedication will be the centerpiece 
of a week-long celebration and is 
open to the public. Seating will be 
limited and available on a first-
come, first-serve basis. Find more 
information at rothershrine.org/
dedication.

Rother store
Find items such as rosaries, 

prayer cards, books and Guate-
malan crafts at the Rother Store 
online at rotherstore.com.

Become a seminarian pen pal!
Our seminarians are away from 

home for months at a time during 
their formation. While at semi-
nary, they would like to hear from 
people back home in Oklahoma! 
To become a Seminarian Pen Pal, 
go online to archokc.org/penpal 
to find their addresses and write a 
note.

Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration will take 

place every Thursday, after the 
11:30 a.m. Mass, from Noon to 
3:50 p.m. in the St. Francis de 
Sales Chapel at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center, 7501 Northwest Ex-
pressway. The period of Adoration 
will conclude with Benediction.

Visitation 
The Secular Order of the Dis-

calced Carmelites of the Bl. Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. Teresa 
of Jesus Community of Oklahoma 
will be having visitations of their 
orders during October, November 
and December. Anyone inspired 
by the spirituality of St. Teresa of 
Jesus and St. John of the Cross 
can contact Letty Silva, O.C.D.S., 
formation director, at (405) 706-
4817 or Susan Staudt, O.C.D.S., 
president, at (405) 473-6328.

Surviving Divorce 
St. Monica Catholic Church in 

Edmond is offering a Surviving 

Divorce class 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 
p.m. on Tuesdays beginning Nov. 
29 at 2001 N. Western Ave. in 
Edmond. The 13-session class is 
for the newly separated, divorced 
and those still struggling with is-
sues years later. It will help them 
answer their questions, restore 
hope and begin authentic healing. 
Register at stmonica-edmond.org/
divorce-ministry.

St. Nick’s Backyard Bazaar
The second annual St. Nick’s 

Backyard Bazaar is 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. Dec. 3 at 613 E. Mansur Ave, 
in Guthrie. Local Catholic art-
ists and vendors will share their 
products, and everyone is invited 
to shop locally. Interested vendors 
can contact Rachel Sandoval at 
rachelsandoval2020@gmail.com.

Sistine Chapel Exhibition
“Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel: 

The Exhibition” runs until Dec. 
5 at Sail & The Dock, 617 West 
Sheridan in Oklahoma City. The 
Exhibition showcases ceiling 
paintings from the Sistine Chapel 
that have been reproduced by us-
ing licensed high-definition pho-
tos. Visit chapelsistine.com. 

Middle school retreat
A middle school retreat or-

ganized by the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City is Dec. 9-11 at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catho-
lic Camp. Grades 7-8. Early bird 
price: $99; Nov. 9 - 30 $129. Con-
tact Rae Biesiada at rbiesiada@
archokc.org. Register at archokc.
org/youth.

Oklahoma March for Life
The Oklahoma March for Life 

begins at 10 a.m. Jan. 21 and is 
from the Oklahoma City Nation-
al Memorial to the state capitol 
building. Featured speakers are 
Archbishop Coakley and Owen 
Nease, Ph.D., pastor, Oklahoma 
City Emmaus Baptist Church.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
The next Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter weekend is Jan. 27-29 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway in 
Oklahoma City. Couples will grow 
closer in love and find new ways of 
communicating with their spouse. 
Contact Bryan and Karen Berland 
at bkberland@gmail.com, (405) 
850-4274 or register online at 
meoklahoma.org.

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “The Gift of 

the Eucharist,” presented by Br. 
Damian Whalen, O.S.B., is 8:30 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Jan. 28 at St. Greg-
ory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur 
St., Shawnee. Limited seating. 
Attendees must pre-register by 
e-mailing retreats@monksok.org, 
via the link at monksok.org or call 
(405) 878-5656. Cost $30 pre-paid 
or $35 at the door. Lunch includ-
ed.
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West OKC - 99.3 FM
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November 

27   First Sunday of Advent.

29   Surviving Divorce class, 6:30 
       p.m. –8:30 p.m., St. Monica 
       Catholic Church, 2001 N. 
       Western Ave, Edmond.

30   Feast of St. Andrew.

December 

2     First Friday Sacred Heart 
       Mass, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
       toral Center. Exposition of 
       the Blessed Sacrament 5:30 
       p.m.; reconciliation prior to 
       Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
       (405) 528-6252.

3     Feast of St. Francis Xavier.

3     Eucharistic Revival confer-
       ence, 8 a.m. - 2:45 p.m., 
       St. Mark the Evangelist 
       Catholic Church, Norman. 
       Visit archokc.org/revival-
       conference.

3     Lay Missionaries of Charity 
       provides an explanation 
       through prayer and the 
       charism of St. Teresa of 
       Calcutta. Meeting on the 
       first Saturday of the month 
       at St. Ann for Holy Mass at 
       9:30 a.m., adoration and the 
       Rosary. On the third Satur-
       day of the month the meeting 
       is at Holy Innocents’ con-
       ference room. Contact Toni 
       Harrelson at (405) 341-2199.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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3     Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
       a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. Contact Con-
       nie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

3     St. Nick’s Backyard Bazaar, 
       10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 613 E. 
       Mansur Ave., Guthrie.

4      Second Sunday of Advent.

4      Third Order (Lay) Dominicans 
        meeting, 3 p.m. - 5 p.m., St. 
        Monica Catholic Church, Ed-
        mond (St. Ambrose building 
        room No. 105), for any Cat-
        holic layperson drawn to 
        religious life. Call John or 
        Mary McClernon, (405) 313-
        6611, (405) 414-9407.

6     Feast of St. Nicholas.

7     Feast of St. Ambrose.

8     The Immaculate Conception 
       of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
       CPC closed.

9     Feast of St. Juan Diego 
       Cuauhtlatoatzin.

9     Middle school retreat, Dec. 
       9-11, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
       Catholic Camp. Visit archokc.
       org/youth.

10   Feast of Our Lady of Loreto.

10   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
       a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon  
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. Contact Connie
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato. 
       lang@gmail.com.

11    Outdoor Mass and Tepeyac 
        Hill Dedication, 10 a.m. – 6 
        p.m., Bl. Stanley Rother 
        Shrine, SE 89 St. and   
        Shields Blvd.
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Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
Tepeyac Hill dedication

Shrine Tepeyac Hill 
dedication

Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 
of the archdiocese and guests at 1 
p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 11 at the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine in Okla-
homa City for an outdoor Mass 
and the blessing of Tepeyac Hill 
and the images of St. Juan Diego 
and Our Lady of Guadalupe. This 
event is open to the public and 
will feature Mass, entertainment, 
food trucks and more. 

Dec. 11

• 10 a.m.  
Shrine campus open to the public
• Noon 
Angelus
• 12:30 p.m. 
Rosary
• 1 p.m. 
Mass and Blessing of Tepeyac Hill 
images (statues)
• 3:30 p.m. 
Apparitions play, concert and visi-
tors can go to top of Tepeyac Hill
• 7 p.m. 
Shrine campus closed

Dec. 12

• 5 a.m. 
Las Mañanitas (traditional sere-
nading of Our Lady on her feast 
day)
• 6 a.m. 
Rosary with food provided fol-
lowing (pan dulce, hot chocolate, 
etc.)

Find more information at 
rothershrine.org/tepeyac-hill.

Mañanitas of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe

Celebrate the Feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe on Monday, Dec. 
12 with Mañanitas at the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine in Oklaho-
ma City. Starting at 5 a.m. there 
will be Mañanitas (a song to Our 
Lady), a rosary, pan dulce and 
an opportunity to see the shrine 
campus and Tepeyac Hill. 

Schedule of events 

Schedule of events 


