
The Advent season is here and par-
ishes across the world are preparing 
for the season of the celebration of 
Christ’s birth. In the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City, several choir direc-

tors have big plans and are working 
to prepare beautiful Advent perfor-
mances to take place during Advent 
and Christmas Masses.

Brad Newcomb has been the choir 
director at Saint Mary Catholic 
Church in Ponca City since 2019. 
The parish is in a unique situation 
as they are currently upgrading their 

pipe organ and learning to adapt as 
they await the new instrument next 
spring.

“Since we’re in the organ renova-
tions, we are having 30 minutes of 
carols and anthems before Mass at 
4:30 p.m. and Midnight Mass, and 

On Dec. 3, more 
than 275 vol-
unteers, minis-
try leaders and 

catechists attended a Eu-
charistic Revival conference 
at Saint Mark the Evangelist 
Catholic Church in Norman. 
The conference began with 
Mass, celebrated by Arch-
bishop Coakley, and was fol-
lowed by a keynote speech 

by Monsignor James Shea, 
president of the University 
of Mary in North Dakota. 

The conference was 
organized by Father Zak 
Boazman, parochial vicar 
for Epiphany of the Lord 
Catholic Church in Oklaho-
ma City and the diocesan 
coordinator for the National 
Eucharistic Revival, with the 
goal of detailing the parish 
phase of the Eucharistic 
Revival – one year of the 
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Go Make Disciples

Eucharistic Revival 
conference inspires 

and informs

By Everett Brazil, III 
The Sooner Catholic

By Avery Holt 
The Sooner Catholic

Parishes embrace Advent with hymns, carols

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass Dec. 3 during the Eucharistic Revival conference at St. 
Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church in Norman. Photo Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

Archbishop Coakley hosted an evening of Advent Lessons and Carols on Dec. 4 in Oklahoma City with The Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help choir. Photos Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

continued on page 10

continued on page 8
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

aTo send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

aMay the Eucharistic Reviv-
al renew the love and devo-
tion for the Eucharistic Heart 
of Jesus. We pray to the 
Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

aEucharistic Adoration will 
take place every Thursday, 
after the 11:30 a.m. Mass, 
from Noon to 3:50 p.m. in the 
St. Francis de Sales Chapel 
at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter, 7501 Northwest Express-
way. The period of Adoration 
will conclude with Benedic-
tion.

aFind items such as ro-
saries, prayer cards, books 
and Guatemalan crafts at the 
Rother Store online at  
rotherstore.com.

aWatch the official doc-
umentary on Bl. Stanley 
Rother at stanleyrother.org 
or youtu.be/hsOvNtoZVzc. 
Copies also are available at 
the Rother Store online at 
rotherstore.com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

On Dec. 11, the day before the feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, I blessed beautiful bronze statues 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe and Saint Juan Diego 
atop our replica of Tepeyac Hill on the grounds of 
the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine. This was the 
first public event at the shrine.While the image of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe is well-known in Oklaho-
ma, not everyone may know the story behind her 
appearance to Juan Diego. 

Seven years before the pilgrims paddled ashore 
on our east coast, priests from Mexico City crossed 
the Red River to establish their foothold amid the 
Bois d’Arc and the cedar of Kiamichi Country in 
the place later to be known as Oklahoma. 

From the time of Cortez’s first footfall at Vera 
Cruz, throughout the history of North American 
exploration, the Spanish missionary effort spilled 
through the Highlands of Central America, up the 
coast to the shadows of the Tetons, along the Cor-
dillera of the Rockies, and then at its northeast-
ern fork, onto the plains into what would become 
Oklahoma. The success of the Spanish evangeliza-
tion effort is stunning in its accomplishment. 

The central current of this missionary energy 
was inspired by the apparition of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. Here is what happened.

In 1531, at Tepeyac Hill, just north of Mexico 
City, Juan Diego, who was an Aztec by culture 
and language, and a Catholic by belief and convic-
tion, encountered a young woman calling herself 
“the Mother of God” and the “Virgin of Guada-
lupe.” 

She entrusted him with a message for the local 
bishop asking that a church be built there. With 
some trepidation, Juan Diego hurried off to inform 
the bishop and urge him to grant the young wom-
an’s request. 

After several failed attempts to convince him, 
the bishop was ultimately convinced of the truth 
of Juan Diego’s report by the miraculous image 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe that had appeared 
on Juan Diego’s cape, his tilma. That tilma now 
hangs in the basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Mexico City. When the astonished bishop saw 

what had been entrusted 
to Juan Diego, and then 
to the Church, he under-
stood: there was some-
thing new happening. 

This encounter was an 
expression of a divine 
purpose on this hilltop in Mexico. Juan Diego saw 
the young woman, clothed with the sun, speaking 
to him in his own language, surrounded by the 
symbols and clothed in the images of his native 
place. When he saw, he understood. The message 
of the Gospel and the story of God’s love was di-
rected at him and at his people. 

It was not merely a suggestion to give to the 
bishop; it was a vision of a new world – God’s 
promise to the people of Mexico spoken in the lan-
guage of their heart and by way of the depths of 
their art. The apparition of the Lady of Guadalupe 
was a brief glimpse of the seed of God’s will com-
ing to flower in the soil and the air of Mexico. 

Quickly, the bishop understood that the church 
to be built was more than just a chapel on Tepey-
ac. The church under construction was the gift of 
salvation offered to all those who were in this land. 
Through image and art, through the intricacies of 
language and poetry the gospel message of Christ 
took root and began to flourish on this continent. 

That was the message of Guadalupe; the mission 
of Juan Diego. It was the message that caused the 
evangelization of Mexico to rush into full current 
and overspill into North and South America. 

Our Lady’s message of salvation through her 
divine son fills the Church of Oklahoma today. In 
the gift of those who have come to us from Mexi-
co, we have a renewed awareness of the mission 
of Guadalupe. The replica of Tepeyac Hill and its 
bronze images of Our Lady and Saint Juan Diego 
at the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine are remind-
ers that this vision encompasses us too. 

God is at work in our place and in our time. If 
we pause to listen, we can hear it: we are to build 
the Church, here.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

The vision of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in Oklahoma

Lord God, 
may we, your people, who 
look forward to the birth of 
Christ experience the joy of 

salvation and celebrate with 
love and thanksgiving. 

We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Dec. 11 – Outdoor Mass and Blessing of Tepeyac Hill, 1 p.m., Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine
Dec. 12 – Las Mañanitas, 5 a.m., Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
Dec. 13 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 13 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel at CPC
Dec. 13 – Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Dec. 13 – Tax Credit Scholarship Fund donor reception, 6 p.m., Archbishop’s residence
Dec. 14 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., St. Charles Borromeo Catholic School, Oklahoma City
Dec. 15 – School Mass, 9 a.m., St. Philip Neri Catholic School, Midwest City
Dec. 15 – Senior Staff meeting, 11 a.m., CPC 
Dec. 15 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Dec. 16 – Advent reception for ACA benefactors, 6 p.m., Archbishop’s residence
Dec. 17 – Advent reception for Assembly of Catholic Professionals and board members, 6 p.m., Archbishop’s 
residence
Dec. 20 – Guest speaker at Serra Club meeting, 10:30 a.m., CPC 
Dec. 20 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel at CPC
Dec. 20 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Dec. 22 – CPC staff Christmas party, 8:30 a.m., Archbishop’s residence
Dec. 22 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel at CPC
Dec. 22 – Seminarian Christmas party, 6 p.m., St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Norman

OKLAHOMA CITY 
– Tickets are on sale 
now for Catholic 
Charities of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma 
City’s Green Tie Gala, 
held on Saturday, Feb. 
4, 2023, at the Nation-
al Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum. 
This fundraising event 
directly supports the 
operations of Sanc-
tuary Women’s De-
velopment Centers in 
Oklahoma City and in 
Norman. 

Former Executive 
Director of Catholic 
Charities, Tim O’Con-
nor, will be co-chair-
ing the gala event with 
his wife Peggy. O’Con-
nor served at Cath-
olic Charities for 28 
years before retiring in 
2012.

“We are incredibly 
grateful for the talents 
and expertise that 
both Tim and Peggy 
will bring to curate 
an event that not only 
furthers conversations 
about homelessness, 
but also embraces 
the heart and soul 
of Catholic Charities 
and the Green Tie Gala event,” said Elizabeth 
McLinn, special events manager for Green Tie 
Gala.

The evening will include dinner, dancing, 
drinks, a live and silent auction, wine and 
scotch pull, live entertainment and more. 
Emceeing the event will be Kennedy Center 
Alumni Stephanie Peña, with live entertain-
ment provided by dynamic blues and jazz 
performer Garrett “Big G” Jacobson. 

The evening will include a special awards 
presentation. Gala honorees include Knigh-

ton T. Meade, who will be presented with 
the 2023 Green Tie Ambassador Award, and 
Benchmark Foods, receiving the 2023 Mosaic 
Award. 

Proceeds from the event will directly support 
the Sanctuary Women’s Development Centers 
in Oklahoma City and in Norman, operated by 
Catholic Charities. The centers support basic 
human rights by offering homeless women 
resources and support to help alleviate the 
effects of poverty within the community.

“This event is a lifeline to the women and 
children we serve. We are able to provide a 

safe space for women and children, and even-
tually find permanent housing for them,” said 
Racheal Singley, director of Sanctuary Wom-
en’s Development Center in Oklahoma City. 
“The sponsorships from this event are a true 
gift to those we serve.”

More than 600 people are expected to 
attend the event. Advanced reservations are 
required.

To purchase tickets and sponsorships and 
for more information, visit GreenTieGala.org 
or call (405) 523-3000, Ext. 244.
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Tickets on sale now for Green Tie Gala 
2023 in Oklahoma City

Rother shrine update
Construction is about to con-

clude at the Bl. Stanley Rother 
Shrine. The Zocalo paving and 
the sidewalks are in progress. 
The trenching for lights around 
the church is in progress and 
the fountain installation is ad-
vancing as well. Psalm 36:8-9 
speaks about the Fountain of 
Life “For with you is the fountain 
of life, in your light we see light.” 

Bl. Stanley Rother, pray for us!

Saturday, February 4th, 2023
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum

Sanctuary

TICKETS AND SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE AT GREENTIEGALA.ORG

Women’s Development Centers

benefitting

ALA
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Father Herman Joseph 
Schafers was named 
after his uncle, a 

priest, who was the pastor of 
the Catholic Church in Cush-
ing at the time of his birth. 
The younger Schafers was 
born in Stillwater when his 
father moved the family to be 
near Father Schafers.

Young Herman came from 
a deeply religious Catholic 
family, as made evident by 
three of his sisters becoming 
Franciscan nuns. No doubt 
his uncle’s influence, who 
was pastor for 18 years in 
Cushing, played a significant 
role in the discernment of his 
vocation to the priesthood. 
Applying to the then Diocese 
of Oklahoma City and Tulsa, 
he studied at Saint Gregory’s 
in Shawnee and Saint John’s 
in Little Rock. Bishop Reed or-
dained him on May 24, 1958, 
in Tulsa.

His first assignment sent 
him to Saints Peter and Paul 
in Tulsa as a parochial vic-
ar. His first pastorate came 
in 1967 with his transfer to 
Hobart.

As a veteran inducted into 
the Army Air Force shortly 

after the Second World 
War ended, he was en-

thralled with the pos-
sibility of flying his 

own airplane. His dream 
came true as he earned his 
private pilot’s license in 
1965. Father Herman was 
one of three priests in the 
diocese to become a private 
pilot. He was not instru-
ment rated, however, and 
that lack of that expertise 
would unfortunately con-
tribute to his demise.

On Nov. 30, 1967, Father 
Schafers and his aunt 
Mary Ann Spellman de-
parted from San Antonio 
with the destination being 
Ponca City. Struggling 
with a low cloud deck and 
a rapidly diminished fuel 
supply, the priest radioed 
Enid for assistance. Vance 
Air Force Base dispatched a 
Cessna U-3 in the area to as-
sist Father Schafers in landing 
his Piper Comanche under 
these difficult conditions. The 
pilot of the U-3 flew with him 
and instructed the him to 
follow him through the clouds, 
informing him that even if 
they lost sight of each other to 
continue since he was on the 
path to land. Throughout the 
ordeal, it was stated that Fa-
ther Schafers showed no sign 
of panic and was extremely 
calm.

As the U-3 pilot broke 
through the clouds at 800 feet, 

he saw no sight of the plane he 
was attempting to shepherd. 
Sadly, Father Schafers did not 
make it to the field, and it was 
theorized that he had exhaust-
ed his fuel and the aircraft 
went into a spin making a safe 
landing impossible. Both were 
killed instantly.

A profound sense of loss was 
palpable with the clergy and 
his parishioners whom he had 
only begun to serve. At age 43, 
Father Herman Schafers left 
this life leaving others asking 
the question, “What if?” Bish-
op Reed was so distraught 
that he forbade his priests to 
seek a pilot’s license.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Fr. Herman Joseph Schafers 

OKLAHOMA CITY & TULSAOKLAHOMA CITY & TULSA
Oklahoma City - 97.3 FM

Tulsa - 94.9 FM

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM

Clinton - 98.3 FM
Edmond - 100.9 FM
Elk City - 100.7 FM
Lawton - 88.3 FM

Ringwood - 104.9 FM
Enid - 104.9 FM

Shawnee - 107.1 FM
Woodward - 93.3 FM

SPANISH STATIONSSPANISH STATIONS
East OKC - 97.7 FM
West OKC - 99.3 FM

LISTEN ONLINE
okcr.org/listen

• Dec. 13 and 14:  In memory 
of Marlene Stapp, parishioner, 
St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
Norman, former secretary/trea-
surer for Oklahoma Catholic 
Radio. Part 2

• Dec. 20 and 21:  Dr. James 
Griffith II, parishioner, St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church, Norman.

• Dec. 27 and 28: Kelly Allen, 
parishioner, St. John the Bap-
tist Catholic Church, Edmond.

hosted by Dcn. Larry Sousa

“Make Straight 
the Way”

“Make Straight the Way” broadcasts on 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio Tuesdays at 
3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., and Wednesdays 
at 3:30 p.m. Listen online at okcr.org.
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Everyone can be the spark that ignites a hero

POINSETTIA SALE
Tended to with love by our horticulture heroes that live at the

Center of Family Love

4.5” POINSETTIA - $11.00 EACH
6.5” POINSETTIA - $21.00 EACH
8” POINSETTIA - $34.00 EACH

10” POINSETTIA - $45.00 EACH

Poinsettia colors: marble star, pink, red, red glitter, white and
winter rose red

Foil pot cover colors available: gold, red, silver, green and white

PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY
 Call 405.263.4465 or email dparadis@cflinc.org

WE OFFER DELIVERY STATEWIDE!

When you purchase from us, you are helping
our residents develop and discover their

abilities. Thank you!

The staff at the Center 
of Family Love (CFL) 
in Okarche puts their 
heroes first. 

“Our heroes 
show us God’s unconditional 
love every single day. When 
we look at the world from their 
courageous, optimistic per-
spective, it changes everything! 
When we see their inspired cre-
ativity combined with their abil-
ity to focus and work with joy, 
the results are truly astonish-
ing,” Nellie Sanders, senior vice 
president of philanthropy, said. 
“They have overcome disabilities 
and biases. They fight to exist 
in a world that does not accom-
modate their abilities. Can you 
imagine what they could bring to 
your business, your organization, 
and your community, if given the 
chance?”

When the CFL heroes show 
determination, passion and joy 
despite any obstacles, it inspires 
the CFL staff to build them the 
opportunities they deserve. In 
them are developing leaders that 
will show the next generation 

what can be accomplished 
through hard work and 
development of their 

abilities. They have a message to 
the younger generation conquer-
ing disabilities: “Keep striving and 
we will pave a new way!”

Within a new state-of-the-art 
building, the CFL will provide 
cutting-edge programming paired 

with training and devel-
opment, with collaboration from 
their world-class partners. They 
are designing a new generation 
of sous chefs, veterinarian as-
sistants, ballet teachers, artists, 
entrepreneurs, teacher assistants 
and leaders with mind-blowing 
abilities that will change the world 

forever. 
“This is so much more than 

just a building.” Debbie Espi-
nosa, president and CEO, said. 
“This expansion will not only 
sustain all new programs but 

will also be a revenue generating 
entity for the entire organization. 
This is the most important expan-
sion in our organization’s history.”

To fund this year’s operations, 
CFL must raise $2 million for 
their residents who cannot afford 
it. Out of every dollar donated, 90 
cents will go directly to the resi-
dents.

“You are the spark that ignites 
these heroes,” Sanders said.

To learn more and to support 
the Center of Family Love move-
ment, visit centeroffamilylove.org.

Staff at the Center of Family Love 
consider their residents heroes and 

a new generation of leaders

Linda R. and Chef Marc Guizol, Oklahoma City Golf and 
Country Club. Photos Center of Family Love.

Top: Travis H., Center of Family Love artist. 

Left: Shay S. and Emma, Center of Family Love animal trainer.
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St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic 
Church celebrates 60 years

Brian McQuade

Brian McQuade is the con-
troller for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and has been 
here for three years! He man-
ages and oversees the finan-
cial reporting and day-to-day 
accounting. He also serves as 
a resource for parishes and 
Catholic entities within the 
archdiocese by assisting in 
internal control, compliance 
and financial reporting. He 
has three children. His under-
graduate degree is in music 
performance, and he plays 
string bass in various sym-
phonic groups. He also enjoys 
camping, hiking and water-
sports.

Parishioners at St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church in Moore celebrated the 60th anniversary of the parish 
on Nov. 27. More than 400 people attended the Mass celebrated by Archbishop Coakley, Fr. Daniel Grover, Fr. 
John Feehily and Fr. Francis Nguyen, and assisted by Dcn. George Fombe and Dcn. Thai Pham. Archbishop 
Coakley blessed the Stations of the Cross in the garden that were recently re-done by the parish’s Knights of 
Columbus. A catered lunch was provided after Mass. Photos provided.

Holy Innocents’ Chapel
The only freestanding 24/7 

perpetual adoration chapel in 
Oklahoma City, dedicated to 
the protection of all life from 
conception until natural death, 
is seeking more dedicated and 
substitute adorers. The chapel 
is located at 6114 N.W. 63 in 
Warr Acres. Contact Julie May-
field (English), (405) 413-0272; 
Maria Santana (Spanish), (405) 
664-3052.

First Friday Mass
The monthly first-Friday 

Mass in honor of the Sacred 
Heart is 7 p.m. at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway in Oklahoma 
City. Adoration with confes-
sions available 5:30 p.m.–6:30 
p.m. For more information 
about Home Enthronement, 
contact Francisco Lozano at 
(405) 921-5095, filozano12@
gmail.com. Sponsored by the 
archdiocesan Marriage and 
Family Life Office. 

The Tax Credit Scholarship 
(TCS) program that provides state 
tax credits for gifts to Catholic 
schools has proven beneficial and 
popular for Oklahoma donors. 
This year, 500 students, nearly 
10% of all enrolled children in 
the 19 Catholic schools across 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, benefited from scholarships 
through the program. 

A lesser-known side of this pro-
gram, however, holds especially 
beneficial incentives for Oklahoma 
business owners.

By participating in the Tax 

Credit Scholarship program, any 
legal business entity (LLCs, 
S-corps, C-corps, general 
partnerships, etc.) can 
receive 75% of their 
gift in state tax 
credits annually—
up to $100,000. 
Businesses can 
customize their 
gift amount based 
on their tax liabil-
ity, and therefore 
wipe out any state 
taxes they would 
have otherwise 
paid. 

If the business 
operates as a pass-
through entity, the tax credit on 

the gift can also pass through to 
the owner’s personal tax liability.

Thus, corporate gifts have 
the potential to greatly 

expand the Tax Credit 
Scholarship program 
and transform the 
lives of students 
whose families other-
wise couldn’t afford 
a Catholic school 

education.
TCS has existed 

since 2011, when the 
Oklahoma legislature 
passed the Equal 
Opportunity Schol-

arship Act. The state-
wide cap on credits had 

been $5 million per year, but this 

year grew to $50 million thanks to 
a bill approved by lawmakers in 
2021.

TCS raised more than $1.5 
million in 2021, and by growing 
this program, students, families, 
schools, parishes and donors all 
benefit. It is truly a win-win. 

Corporate gifts offer tremendous 
benefits to business owners, and 
an opportunity to help children 
who need it. This is a lasting 
investment into a child’s future, 
with immediate returns. 

Go to tcsok.org to make a gift 
before Dec. 31. Contact info@ 
tcsok.org or call (405) 709-2700. 

Sharia Smith is director of the 
Tax Credit Scholarship program.
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Businesses win with tax credit program
By Sharia Smith 

Registration is now open for 
the 2023 Oklahoma Catholic 
Women’s Conference, themed 
“Be Blessed.” This year’s con-
ference 
will be 
held on 
Satur-
day, 
March 
4, at the 
Embassy 
Suites in 
Norman. 
The 
speak-
ers will 
include 
Father Donald Calloway, 
well-known Catholic author 
and speaker; Heather Khym, 
author and co-host of the pop-
ular “Abiding 
Together 
podcast;” 
and 
married 
couple 
Dan and 
Stephanie 
Burke, 
co-hosts 
of the 
“Divine 
Intimacy” 
radio show 
on EWTN.

This year’s conference will 
include engaging talks, break-
out sessions, vendors, Rec-
onciliation, adoration and 

vocation corner. At vocation 
corner, sisters from several re-
ligious orders will have tables 
set up where they will meet 

attendees 
and give 
informa-
tion about 
their or-
der. 

Doors 
and ven-
dors will 
open at 
7:30 a.m. 
The con-
ference 
begins at 

9 a.m. and will conclude with 
Mass at 4 p.m. with Bishop 
David Konderla. Registration 
is $65 or $39 for students. 

Registra-
tion prices 
include 
continental 
breakfast, 
lunch and 
snacks 
through-
out the 
day. 

All wom-
en are 
invited to 

join in a day of fellowship 
and deep encounter with the 
Lord. Visit okcatholicwomen.
com to register online or to 
download a registration form 
to mail in.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference 2023

Participants at the 2021 Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference in Norman. 
Photos Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference.
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Living
Nativity

Saturday, 
December 17, 2022

Blessed Stanley Rother Barn
located behind the St. John Paul II Dwelling

3:00 p.m. Living Nativity
4:00 p.m. Refreshments

all ages welcome

continued from page 1

Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in 
Newkirk at 6:30 p.m.,” Newcomb said, adding 
that many of the anthems are composed by 
John Rutter.

The performance will include descants in 
each anthem, to add a special experience to 
the songs.

“It wouldn’t be complete without the des-
cants at the end of every verse,” Newcomb said. 
“There’ll be a pattern and we’ll sing an anthem 
based on the carols, and we’ll move on to the 
next. It’ll tell the Christmas story in chronolog-
ical order.”

With organ renovations began following the 
Feast of the Pentecost last summer, they were 
forced to adapt to organ renovations, which 
included adopting the use of an electric organ, 
and choir members performing in front of the 
congregation. They have since returned to the 
choir loft.

“We’ve been in the balcony for a couple of 
months now,” Newcomb said.

In the Oklahoma City metro area, David 
Anderson is the director of music and organist 
for Christ the King Catholic Church. He has 

only been in the role for four months, he said, 
replacing longtime music director, Edwin Day.

“We’ve always had a star choir performance, 
so the choir meets Wednesdays at the church 
for rehearsal. The choir has been rehearsing 
Christmas now for several weeks,” Anderson 
said. 

The choir will have a grueling performance 
schedule, including 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
prior to Midnight Mass, followed by 10 a.m. 
Christmas Day. The performances are especial-
ly important with a brass section backing the 
choir singers. There will also be several differ-
ent performances with the organ, choir and 
brass group.”

“They’ll play for all Masses. There’ll be an 
organ and brass, organ and choir, and all three 
put together,” Anderson said. 

Anderson has a considerable library of music 
from which to choose, and hopes it’ll be special 
this year.

“There are so many options that could be 
done. The problem is picking what you want to 
do,” Anderson said, “There is a lot of music for 
choir, brass and organ, but I’m picking a few 
new ones as well.”

With so much to choose from the extensive se-

lection of music, they began rehearsing Nov. 12. 
“We’ll do the Advent and Christmas hymns 

everyone knows, and there’ll be four to five new 
anthems, and preludes throughout the Mass,” 
Anderson explained. 

He added that Christ the King Catholic 
School’s children’s choir will also perform at 
the 4:30 p.m. Mass.

“There’ll be the same music, but there will be 
different music at all the Masses,” Anderson 
said. 

Historically, the parish featured a handbell 
choir, but due to COVID-19, that choir was put 
on hiatus. Anderson promises it will come back 
soon.

“We’re going to start it up soon, but we don’t 
have a date set yet,” he said, “After the start of 
the year, we’ll be looking for a start time to get 
them going again.”

No matter what parish one belongs to, it is 
expected to be a special Advent and Christmas 
season this year.

“I’m excited,” Newcomb said. “Even if we 
don’t have the pipe organ right now, but we’re 
really close and everything’s coming together.”

Everett Brazil, III is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

An evening of Advent Lessons and Carols was held Dec. 4 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. Photos Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.
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Giving thanks and giving turkeys

Join the Serra Club
The Serra Club 

of Oklahoma City 
is a group of lay 
women and men 
who promote and 
pray for vocations 
in the archdiocese. 
The group meets at 
10:30 a.m. on the 
third Tuesday of 
each month at the 
Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway, 
in Oklahoma City 
with Mass following 
in the St. Francis de 
Sales chapel. All are 
welcome to attend 
or become a mem-
ber. Learn more at  
serraokc.org.

Knights of Colum-
bus Council 916 
hosted their fourth 
annual Stuff the 
Truck with Tur-

keys for God’s Food Bank in 
Guthrie and the Crescent Food 
Bank from Nov. 5 to Nov. 11. 

The first year’s collection 
brought in a mere 40 turkeys. 

This year, the council worked 
with Saint Mary Catholic 
Church, Guthrie High School 
and a local car dealership.

They collected 340 turkeys 
and hams for the two food 
banks that were all distributed 
the week before Thanksgiv-
ing. God’s Food Bank helped 
270 families and the Crescent 
Food Bank assisted 172 fam-
ilies for their holiday dinners. 
The turkeys and hams togeth-
er weighed more than 5,000 
pounds.

“This project struck a chord 
in the community,” said Grand 
Knight David Nolan. “Everyone 
sees the need of the poor fami-
lies in our rural area, and this 
allows them, especially young 
people, to get involved in doing 
good for others.”

District Deputy Otto Nieman passed along a turkey to be stored at God’s Food Bank in Guthrie, following a collection at 
St. Mary Catholic Church. Photos Chris Porter/Knights of Columbus.



three-year process dedicated to bolstering faith of the real 
presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. 

Parishes across the archdiocese were encouraged to send 
delegations, or groups, of ministry leaders and volunteers in 
order to learn more about the “why” and “how” of the parish 
phase. Topics discussed included planning a Eucharistic pro-
cession in the parish, growing opportunities and availability 
of adoration and how to incorporate devotion to the Eucharist 
into other ministries like youth ministry or scripture studies. 

The keynote speech by Monsignor Shea highlighted why the 
Eucharistic Revival in 
the United States is 
necessary, the impor-
tance of devotion to, 
and reverence for, the 
Eucharist and how 
modern sensibilities 
can affect belief in the 
invisible realities of the 
Eucharist.

“God is here, but we 
do not know it,” Monsi-
gnor Shea said to open 
his talk. “We as Catho-
lics mingle so closely to 
the things of God, espe-
cially in the sacrament 
of the Eucharist, and 
yet there is a danger 
in that because we can 
become overly familiar 
with the mysteries we 
draw near to, such that 
the extraordinary becomes the ordinary.”

One of the goals Monsignor Shea expressed for his talk was 
to awaken and renew a sense of wonder and awe in the attend-
ees of the conference so that they could return to their parish-
es able to work toward Eucharistic revival. “Out of love for us 
he restrains his splendor and his might,” exclaimed Monsignor 
Shea. “What the universe could not contain is contained in 
this tiny host. But if there were so much as just a crack in his 
merciful restraint, the heavens would be torn open, and the 
world would go up in flames.”

After a standing ovation for Monsignor Shea, Father Alex 
Kroll, parochial vicar for Saint John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Edmond, was called forward to give an invitation 
and explanation for an initiative called the “40 Hours Devo-
tion.” This devotion will be encouraged by the archdiocese in 
March of 2023, as parishes discern their participation in the 
parish phase of the revival. 

The 40 Hours Devotion is a 40-hour period of adoration 

of the Eucharist, either all at once or broken into smaller 
timeslots. The number 40 has numerous biblical and historical 
implications and is traditionally believed to be the number of 
hours Christ spend in the tomb after his crucifixion and death. 

The attendees also spent time together in adoration before 
and during their working lunch, where they brainstormed 
ways their parishes could promote Eucharistic devotion. 

“It starts with us,” said Michelle Rodriguez-Pico, a parish-
ioner at Saint Joseph Catholic Church in Norman. “Then we 
have to decide how we are going to transmit that belief in the 
Eucharist to others.”

“My hope is that, at least, those who attended today will see 
that this is all necessary,” Rodriguez-Pico said. “We are liv-

ing in a different era. 
The Eucharist cannot 
be something we just 
want; it has to be some-
thing we need in order 
to fully live our faith.”

Following lunch and 
benediction, a panel 
discussion was host-
ed with Father John 
Herrera, parochial vicar 
for Saint Francis Xavier 
and Saint Gregory the 
Great Catholic Church-
es in Enid, Father Zak 
Boazman and Janis 
Mollman, a volunteer 
and catechist from 
Saint Mark the Evan-
gelist Catholic Church. 
Father Boazman spoke 

about the logistics of planning a parish Eucharistic procession, 
Father Herrera spoke about how to implement and increase 
adoration and Janis Mollman spoke about weaving devotion to 
the Eucharist into other ministries of the parish. 

The panel also participated in a question-and-answer ses-
sion with the audience about aspects of the parish phase of 
the revival. 

Throughout the day, resources and materials were available 
for viewing and purchase through the Secretariat for Divine 
Worship of the archdiocese. All the conference was translated 
into Spanish live for Spanish-speaking attendees via an in-ear 
broadcast system. 

To learn more about the National Eucharistic Revival, visit 
eucharisticrevival.org. To learn more about the Eucharistic Re-
vival in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, or to find resources, 
visit archokc.org/revival.

Avery Holt is the interim director of communications.
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continued from page 1

Eucharistic Revival conference inspires and informs

During the Eucharistic Revival conference on Dec. 3 in Norman, a panel discussion was held with Fr. Zak Boazman, Janis Mollman, a volunteer and catechist from St. Mark the Evangelist  
Catholic Church, Fr. John Herrera and Jayce Palmer, director for the archdiocesan youth, young adults and campus ministry. Photos Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.
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The Carmelite Sisters of St. 
Therese of the Infant Jesus would 
like to wish everyone a Blessed 
Christmas and Happy New Year!

Left to Right (back row): 
Sr. Immaculata Commet, Sr. 
Veronica Higgins, Sr. Barbara 
Joseph Foley, Sr. Mary Frances 
Coker and Sr. Susan Clark. 

Left to Right (front row): Sr. Sylvia 
Negrete, Sr. Maria Francesca 
Forst, Sr. Patricia Ann Miller and 
Sr. Marcianne Keppes.

Photo provided.

Confirmation volunteers from St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church in Enid helped decorate Christmas trees in downtown Enid. The trees stand next to the world’s 
tallest fresh-cut Christmas tree. Photos provided.

The Sunday morning third grade religious education class at St. Mary Catholic Church in Clinton had a Thanks-
giving breakfast with their parents on Nov. 20. The teacher is Maria (Lucy) Moreno. Photos provided.
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Aaron Leon from St. Mary Catholic Church 
in Clinton helped with bell ringing for the 
Mission House in Clinton. Students have 
signed up to ring the bell to complete com-
munity hours. Photo provided.

Confirmation, Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 
Okarche. Photo Avery Holt.

To send photos, 
event information or 
story ideas, e-mail 
communications@
archokc.org.
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Books for Christmas – 2022
The Catholic Difference

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Deacon William David Enos died 
on Nov. 6 quietly after a brief illness 
with MRSA of his lungs.

Enos graduated from Old Putnam 
City High School in 1965, and Kan-
sas Newman College in 1996 with 
a BA in pastoral ministry. When 
he was a senior in High School he 
enlisted with the Marines. He was 
medically discharged from Vietnam 
in 1966, which was the beginning of 
his lifelong struggles with his lungs.

His next life adventure began in 
1968, when he joined the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, working for a few large elec-
trical contractors, including Industri-
al Electric with Bud Hoch. He retired 
in 2017 from the Oklahoma State 
Department of Health after 30 years.

Enos committed himself to the 
Catholic faith by becoming a deacon 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help where he enjoyed visiting 
with hospital-bound parishioners.

Enos was married to Mellissa Jan 
White Enos for 53 years and had two 
children. When they became empty 
nesters, they took up riding bicy-
cles. They took numerous bike trips, 
including a trip to the Florida Keys 
riding along the Coastal Highway. 
For their 50th wedding anniversa-

ry, he took Jan to 
San Francisco and 
they rode across the 
Golden Gate Bridge 
and into Muir Woods 
National Park.

Enos was also a 
regular on the Sat-
urday morning OBS 
Donut Ride and most 
weekday mornings 
could be found riding 
around Lake Over-
holser with Fred Kamp.

Enos was preceded in death by 
his twin brother Robert Enos. He is 
survived by his wife, Jan of Nichols 
Hills; daughter, Polly Franke and 
husband Sean and their children 
Will, Reid, Drew and Luke of Over-
land Park, Kan.; son, Patrick Enos 
and children Emily and Skylar of 
Lakewood, Colo.; sister, Mary Lash-
ley and husband Richard and their 
children Steven and Brian of Lew-
isville, Texas; sister-in-law, Peggy 
Crump and husband Fred of Oklaho-
ma City.

A Memorial Mass was held Nov. 
28 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. A 
reception followed in the Monsignor 
Connor Center.

Dcn. William David “Bill” Enos

Dcn. William 
David “Bill” 

Enos

Last month’s midterm elections 
made it painfully clear that many 
pro-life advocates and politicians 
are at sea in the post-Roe v. Wade 
environment. Shawn Carney and 
Steve Karlen’s “What to Say When: 
The Complete New Guide to Dis-
cussing Abortion” (Kolbe & Antho-
ny Publishing) is a good primer 
for all those working to rebuild a 
culture of life in the United States.

David Hoffman’s “Give Me Liber-
ty: The True Story of Oswaldo Payá 
and His Daring Quest for a Free 
Cuba” (Simon & Schuster) is the 
gripping tale of a man of Chris-
tian conscience who would not be 
cowed by Castroite thugs — and 
was almost certainly murdered by 
them as a result. This powerful bi-
ography strengthens the case that 
Mr. Payá should be considered a 
contemporary martyr.

The Brooklyn Dodgers’ immor-
tal Number 42 was a man of no 
less courage than Oswaldo Payá. 
In “True: The Four Seasons of 
Jackie Robinson” (St. Martin’s 
Press), Kostya Kennedy is especial-
ly effective in helping us imagine 
life in Montreal in 1946 (Robin-
son’s Triple-A stop before the big 
leagues) and baseball-mad Brook-
lyn in 1949. The author lapses 
into wokery by questioning Rob-
inson’s criticism of Paul Robeson 
before a congressional committee. 
Notwithstanding that nod to polit-
ical correctness, Kennedy paints a 

moving portrait of one of the great 
American heroes: a man commit-
ted to racial equality in a color-
blind society. Would that 42 were 
with us today. 

And while’s we’re on the subject 
of God’s sport, let me recommend 
“The Grandest Stage: A History of 
the World Series,” by Tyler Kepner 
(Doubleday). I enjoyed this rich-
ly-detailed catalogue of baseball 
gems so much that I temporari-
ly forgot my grievances over the 
1969, 1971 and 1979 Series, all of 
which broke my heart.    

In this season of renewed nu-
clear nervousness, Serhii Plokhy’s 
“Nuclear Folly: A History of the 
Cuban Missile Crisis” (Norton) is a 
sobering account of a very close-
run thing. Drawing on previously 
unexplored Soviet archives, the 
Harvard historian demythologizes 
the canonical Kennedy account 
of those 13 days while vindicat-
ing (many of) President Kennedy’s 
instincts in managing the crisis; 
rehabilitates two figures who usu-
ally get short shrift in accounts of 
the drama of October 1962 (U.S. 
secretary of state Dean Rusk and 
the old Armenian Bolshevik, Anas-
tas Mikoyan); and paints a dev-
astating portrait of Fidel Castro’s 
anti-American mania.  

It was an honor to provide the 
foreword to “A Grain of Wheat” 
(Cluny Media), a collection of 
sermons by Father Leonard R. 

Klein, the Lutheran convert to 
Catholicism who brought a deep 
knowledge of the Bible and a 
keen theological intelligence to 
the preacher’s art. An apt gift for 
priests and deacons. 

Bishop Robert Barron is one of 
the U.S. Church’s most skilled cat-
echists and brings to life the famil-
iar words we recite every Sunday 
in “Light from Light: A Theological 
Reflection on the Nicene Creed” 
(Word on Fire Academic).

Those of your friends willing to 
try a deep dive into the best of 
contemporary theology will benefit 
from “The Incarnate Lord: A Thom-
istic Study in Christology” (CUA 
Press) by Father Thomas Joseph 
White, the American Dominican 
who currently serves as the rector 
of Rome’s Pontifical University of 
St. Thomas Aquinas, known as the 
Angelicum. (Whether the angels 
are as skillful banjo players as 
Father White I shall leave an open 
question.)

Robert R. Reilly has done the 
contemporary political debate a 
tremendous service with “America 
on Trial: A Defense of the Found-
ing” (Ignatius Press). This learned 
but eminently readable study of 
the deep roots of the American 
democratic experiment in Jerusa-
lem and Athens — biblical religion 
and Greek rationality — is the 
best possible gift for friends and 
relatives who somehow imagine 

that the Obergefell decision, which 
imposed so-called same-sex mar-
riage on the entire country, was 
gestated in the womb of the Dec-
laration of Independence. Give, it, 
too, to those on your list who are 
graduating from high school next 
spring, likely without any serious 
exposure to the ideas that made 
the American Founding possible. 

Jim Towey’s “To Love and Be 
Loved: A Personal Memoir of 
Mother Teresa” (Simon & Schus-
ter) is the loveliest book I’ve read 
in recent months, rich in reflection 
on contemporary sanctity and 
including one of the Five Funniest 
Catholic Stories Ever.  

And finally, if I may, I’ll recom-
mend my new book, “To Sanctify 
the World: The Vital Legacy of 
Vatican II” (Basic Books). Among 
other things, my analysis of the 
Council’s fundamental achieve-
ment, its Dogmatic Constitution 
on Divine Revelation, demon-
strates why what’s afoot these 
days along the German “Synodal 
Path” is a betrayal, not an ex-
pression, of the letter and spirit of 
Vatican II. 
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Cook - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an experienced 
cook to assist with daily meal 
preparation at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. This full-time position 
will allow a flexible work schedule 
that will include some evenings 
and weekends. Must have a min-
imum of two years’ experience 
in food preparation and service. 
Catering experience is preferred. 
Customer service experience a 
plus. High school diploma a must. 
A background check and safe 
environment training required. 
Send cover letter and resume to  
humanresources@archokc.org.

Associate director - OKC
The Catholic Foundation of 

Oklahoma is seeking an associ-
ate director, for Catholic school 
development, who also will serve 
as the director of the Tax Credit 
Scholarship program. Seeking a 
fundraising leader with a proven 
major-gift solicitation track record 
who will work with colleagues to 
implement a comprehensive ma-
jor-gift focused resource develop-
ment program benefiting Catholic 
school communities. The associate 
director will plan, manage and 
implement cultivation, solicitation 
and stewardship activities and 
oversee the Tax Credit Scholarship 
program – a State of Oklahoma 
Scholarship Granting Organization 
receiving gifts from companies and 
individuals under the Oklahoma 
Equal Opportunity Scholarship 
Act. Send resume and cover letter 
to humanresources@archokc.org.

Executive assistant – OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a full-time execu-
tive assistant to provide adminis-
trative services for members of the 
administration and finance senior 
staff. The executive assistant will 
be a primary point of contact 
among executives, clergy and staff 
throughout the archdiocese. Re-
sponsibilities include maintaining 
databases and coordinating com-
pliance documents; organizing cal-
endars and meetings, distributing 
agendas and transcribing minutes; 
tracking expenses and payments 
and maintaining office supply in-
ventory. Required competencies in-
clude being highly organized with 
the ability to prioritize and antic-
ipate needs, excellent computer 
skills in Microsoft Word, Excel and 
PowerPoint, exceptional atten-
tion to accuracy and the ability 
to communicate in a professional 
manner within a multicultural 
environment. Must have previous 
office experience and be a practic-
ing Catholic. Bilingual in Spanish 
a plus. Generous retirement and 
insurance benefits, with many of 
the plans, including health and 
dental, at no cost to the employee. 
Send cover letter and resume to 

humanresources@archokc.org.

Front desk receptionist - Shrine
The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 

seeking a front desk receptionist to 
provide hospitality and assistance 
to all shrine pilgrims and visitors, 
answer telephone and direct calls 
to the appropriate staff member or 
department. One to three years of 
experience as an office assistant, 
receptionist or any equivalent 
combination of experience which 
demonstrates the knowledge, skills 
and abilities to perform the essen-
tial functions of this position is 
preferred. Experience and inter-
est in working with volunteers, 
excellent verbal communication 
skills as well as an ability to work 
independently is needed. Fluency 
in English and Spanish preferred. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinator of Hispanic   
ministry – OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a full-time coordi-
nator of Hispanic ministry to work 
closely with the community to fa-
cilitate and promote the catechet-
ical, evangelical and formational 
programs of Latinos throughout 
the archdiocese. This position will 
collaborate with Hispanic parish 
leaders to implement, coordi-
nate and support new methods 
of outreach as well as work with 
English-speaking leaders to act as 
a communication bridge and meet 
the needs of the growing Hispanic 
communities. The candidate must 
demonstrate a strong commitment 
to Hispanic values and a deep un-
derstanding of the pastoral needs 
and gifts of the Hispanic commu-
nity. At least three years of pasto-
ral experience. A bachelor’s degree 
is a plus. Knowledge and experi-
ence of Latino/Hispanic cultures 
in the United States, fluency in 
both English and Spanish, strong 
interpersonal, presentation, teach-
ing and leaderships skills. Must 
be a practicing Catholic in good 
standing with the Church and 
possess a strong knowledge of the 
faith. Send cover letter and resume 
to humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinator of youth, young 
adult and campus evangelization 
- OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a full-time coordi-
nator of youth, young adult and 
campus ministry to be responsi-
ble for all aspects of youth, young 
adult and campus ministry in 
conjunction with the department 
of evangelization and discipleship. 
This position will promote and pro-
vide training, resourcing and pro-
grams that benefit parishes with a 
particular emphasis on missionary 
discipleship for all young peo-
ple throughout the archdiocese. 
This positions will develop, design 
and implement strategic efforts 
and archdiocesan-wide events for 
the evangelization of youth and 

young adults. Send cover letter 
and resume to humanresources@
archokc.org.

OLOG summer camp staff 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 

Camp is seeking individuals for 
the 2023 camp lead and mission 
team to ensure all facilities, activ-
ities and programs are organized 
and prepared in order to provide 
campers with the highest quality 
experience. Must be age 21 by May 
1, 2023. Apply at archokc.org/
campstaff.

Administrative assistant/family 
service coordinator - OKC

Resurrection Cemetery in Okla-
homa City is seeking a full-time 
administrative assistant/family 
service coordinator to provide ad-
ministrative services for other staff 
members and help with all as-
pects of coordinating services with 
families and funeral homes. Re-
sponsibilities include maintaining 
databases, organizing calendars, 
services and maintaining office 
supply inventory. Must be highly 
organized with the ability to priori-
tize and anticipate needs, excellent 
computer skills in Microsoft Word 
and Excel, exceptional attention to 
accuracy and the ability to com-
municate in a professional man-
ner. Bilingual in Spanish a plus. 
Contact Branden Seid at (405) 
721-4191, bseid@rescemokc.org.

Intake specialist – Norman
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
an intake specialist in Norman to 
provide direct service and support 
through day services at the Sanc-
tuary for Women’s Development. 
Conduct intake with new clients 
interested in case management 
services. High school graduation or 
G.E.D., associate degree preferred; 
must have valid Oklahoma driver’s 
license; fluency in Spanish and 
English preferred. Send cover let-
ter and resume to Sheila McPher-
son at smcpherson@ccaokc.org.  

Parish engagement coordinator - 
Edmond

St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Edmond is seeking a 
full-time (37.5 hours/week) parish 
engagement coordinator to facili-
tate and promote involvement in 
the life of the parish by mobilizing 
the gifts and talents of parishio-
ners. Manage the volunteer re-
cruitment process, ministry fairs, 
recognition and events. Oversee 
the Safe Environment process by 
updating and maintaining that 
database to include running back-
ground checks, code of conduct 
compliance and training for volun-
teers. Great organization, commu-
nication and people skills are a 
must. Send resume to adennis@
stjohn-catholic.org.

Accounting specialist - Edmond
St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church in Edmond is seeking a 

part-time (20 hours/week) ac-
counting specialist to be respon-
sible for setting up and making 
adjustments in FACTS/Renweb 
accounts for tuition and incidental 
payments, answer questions par-
ents have on their account, pro-
cess invoices for payment, prepare 
deposits for the bank, assist in 
bank reconciliations and provide 
coverage for the reception area 
as needed. Must have a strong 
attention to detail, be computer 
savvy and have a broad knowledge 
of accounting processes. Prior 
experience with FACTS would be 
helpful. Send resume to adennis@
stjohn-catholic.org.

IT coordinator – Edmond
St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church in Edmond is seeking a 
full-time IT coordinator to main-
tain information technology sys-
tems and networks, provide end 
user support to staff, and perform 
both technical and administrative 
tasks to ensure functionality and 
efficiency of computer and telecom 
systems. Must be a self-starter, 
quick learner and able to diagnose 
and resolve technical issues in 
a timely manner. Will purchase, 
configure, install and update 
software and hardware as needed 
and track computer inventory and 
licensing. Must be knowledgeable 
in software, hardware, printers 
and networking basics: Microsoft 
Windows Server, MS Windows 
10 and 11, Active Directory, MS 
Office 365 Suite, MS Azure, Goo-
gle Workspace. Experience with 
network gateways, firewalls, do-
main controllers, DHCP, DNS and 
print servers are a plus. Excellent 
communication and people skills; 
solid knowledge of IT systems and 
applications; minimum of one-two 
years’ experience; able to work 
some evenings and weekends; able 
to lift up to 30 pounds. Send re-
sume to adennis@stjohn-catholic.
org.

Math teacher - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School seeks a long-term math-
ematics substitute teacher with 
an anticipated term for the 2022-
23 school year. Responsible for 
learning continuity, maintaining 
classroom management and de-
livering behavior strategies for the 
safety and welfare of all students. 
Additional subbing opportunities 
available prior to start date. Apply 
at cristoreyokc.org/careers.

Spanish teacher – OKC
St. Eugene Catholic School is 

seeking a Spanish teacher for the 
2022-2023 school year. Applicants 
should hold at least a bachelor’s 
degree in education with state 
certification. For more informa-
tion and specific positions visit 
steugeneschool.org/careers. Send 
resume, cover letter and archdio-
cese teacher application to Prin-
cipal Molly Goldsworthy at jobs@
steugeneschool.org.
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From darkness into light this Advent

Christmas Book Wish List

“Blessed Stanley 
Rother”
By Susan Rother Bond
Price: $16.95
rotherstore.com

“The Shepherd 
Cannot Run”
Letters of Stanley Rother
Price: $12
rotherstore.com

“The Shepherd Who 
Didn’t Run”
By María Ruiz 
Scaperlanda
Price: $20
rotherstore.com

“Blessed Stanley 
Francis Rother
The First American 
Martyr”
By Most Rev. Anthony 
B. Taylor
Price: $8
rotherstore.com

“Holy moments: 
A Handbook for the 
Rest of Your Life”
By Matthew Kelly 
Price: $24.95
dynamiccatholic.com

“Nicholas Black Elk: 
Medicine Man, 
Catechist, Saint”
By Jon M. Sweeney
Price: $16.95
Liturgical Press, 
litpress.org

“Bethlehem Barn”
By Debra Westgate-Silva 
Price: $14.79
Amazon.com and BN.com 

“Real Presence:
What Does It Mean and 
Why Does It Matter?”
By Timothy P. O’Malley
Price: $14.95
avemariapress.com

“A Life on Fire: 
Oklahoma’s Kate 
Barnard”
By Connie Cronley
Price: $16.17
oupress.com

Our motherhouse is located on a large prop-
erty in a tiny village in rural France. With its 
old stone buildings, expansive pastures, flow-
er gardens and shaded pathways, it’s a gor-
geously bucolic setting and the most peaceful 
place I’ve ever been. 

During the year that I lived there I don’t 
think I heard a single airplane overhead, 
an emergency siren or even a car horn. The 
nighttime silence and dark, starlit skies were 
especially striking.

Looking up at the stars, I felt the deep secu-
rity of knowing I was enveloped by God’s love.

The memory of those starry Breton skies 
still quiets my soul and fills me with a sense 
of peacefulness in the midst of life’s inevitable 
difficulties.

What a contrast this is to the darkness 
enveloping our Ukrainian brothers and sisters 
this winter as their country continues to be 
bombarded on a daily basis. This darkness is 
not a blanket of security or prayerful serenity 
– although cries to God no doubt rise from it – 
but an inescapable cloud of fear and dread. 

As I think of the people of Ukraine during 
this Advent season, I am reminded of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah about the people 
dwelling in darkness (Is. 9:2). This passage 
speaks of a burdensome yoke, a taskmaster’s 
rod, boots tramped in battle and cloaks rolled 
in blood. This is harsh military imagery.

The people living in darkness are wounded 
and oppressed, like our Ukrainian brothers 
and sisters today. They desperately need 
someone to shine a light into the cold cellars 
and improvised bunkers in which they huddle. 

They need a savior. 
It is just after the winter solstice, the dark-

est point of the year, that we celebrate the 
coming of our Savior at Christmas. Isaiah pro-
claims, “The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light. Upon those who lived 
in a land of gloom a light has shone … For a 
child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon 
his shoulder dominion rests. They name him 
Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, 
Prince of Peace.”

In their icons, Ukrainian Catholics and 
Orthodox Christians traditionally portray the 
Nativity scene as a black cave surrounded 
by jagged rocks. 
This inhospita-
ble setting rep-
resents the cruel 
and sinful world 
into which Jesus 
was born.

From heaven a 
large star sends 
a single shaft of 
light to pierce the 
darkness and guide the viewer’s eye directly 
onto the baby lying in the manger. This babe 
is the light that will dispel all darkness.

An Orthodox monk reflecting on the Nativity 
icon wrote, “O God, upon whom will the light 
shine if not those who live in darkness? If I 
truly feel that I am in darkness, then I surely 
will seek the light.”

This insight helps us to understand that 
the miracle of Christmas is not automatic. We 
must realize our need to be plucked out of the 
darkness that surrounds us – we must inten-
tionally seek the light.

For most of our contemporary world, Christ-

mas is filled with bright lights, shiny baubles 
and excesses of every kind. It is difficult to 
quiet our hearts enough to seek the true light 
we so desperately need.

Perhaps an act of solidarity with our 
Ukrainian brothers and sisters can help us to 
clarify our priorities this Christmas.

Archbishop Borys Gudziak, Metropolitan of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Phil-
adelphia, and the highest ranking Ukrainian 
clergyman in the United States, recently spoke 
at a meeting of U.S. bishops.

He suggested that we open wide a window in 
our home, turn the 
lights out and sit 
there long enough to 
really feel the cold. 
This act of solidar-
ity, he suggested, 
will help us to feel 
what the Ukrainian 
people are experi-
encing everyday as 
this war drags on.

May this simple gesture of empathy and sol-
idarity inspire us to intensify our prayers for 
peace, that the light of Christ will truly pierce 
the darkness this Christmas – the darkness 
of sin and war enveloping our world, and the 
darkness that lurks in each human heart.

O Lord, God-Hero and Prince of Peace, how 
we need you! Come into our world anew this 
Christmas and dispel the darkness with your 
divine light!

Sister Constance Veit is the communications 
director for the Little Sisters of the Poor in the 
United States and an occupational therapist.

‘The miracle of Christmas is 
not automatic. We must realize 
our need to be plucked out of the 
darkness that surrounds us – we 
must intentionally seek the light.’

By Sr. Constance Veit, lsp 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

La visión de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe en Oklahoma

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

La construcción está por conclu-
ir en el Santuario del Beato Stan-
ley Rother. Se avanza en la pavi-
mentación del Zócalo y las aceras. La 
excavación de zanjas para las luces 
alrededor de la iglesia está en progre-
so y la instalación de la fuente tam-
bién está avanzando. El Salmo 36:10 
habla de la Fuente de la Vida “En ti 
está la fuente de la vida, y por tu luz 
vemos la luz”. Beato Stanley Rother, 
¡ruega por nosotros!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

El 11 de diciembre, el día antes de la 
Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, 
bendije la hermosa estatua de bronce 
de Nuestra Señora en la cima del cerrito 
del Tepeyac, en los terrenos del Santu-
ario del Beato Stanley Rother. Este fue 
el primer evento público del Santuario y 
estuvo abierto al público. 

Aunque la imagen de Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe es bien conocida en Okla-
homa, no todos conocen la historia de-
trás de su aparición a San Juan Diego. 

Siete años antes de la llegada de los 
primeros peregrinos a la costa este, 
sacerdotes de México cruzaron el Rio 
Rojo y llegaron hasta el Bois d’Arc y se 
establecieron en los cedros de la nación 
Kiamichi, en el lugar que más tarde se 
conocería como Oklahoma. 

Desde los primeros momentos que 
Cortez puso pie en Veracruz, y a lo 
largo de la historia de la exploración de 
América, los esfuerzos misioneros es-
pañoles alcanzaron las tierras altas del 
Centro de los Estados Unidos, desde 
las sombrías costas de los tetones, a lo 
largo de la cordillera de las montañas 
rocosas y hasta la punta del noreste, 
en las planicies que después se conver-
tirían en Oklahoma. El éxito de la evan-
gelización española tuvo logros sorpren-
dentes. 

La fuente central de esta energía mis-
ionera estuvo inspirada por la aparición 
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. Esto 
fue lo que sucedió. 

En 1531, en el cerro del Tepeyac, al 
norte de lo que hoy es la Ciudad de 
México, Juan Diego, que era un azteca 
en su cultura y lenguaje, pero católico 

en su fe y convicción, se encontró a una 
joven mujer que se llamó a sí misma la 
“Madre de Dios” y la “Virgen de Guada-
lupe”. 

Le confió un mensaje para el obispo 
local, que quería que se construyera 
una iglesia en aquel lugar. Con algunas 
dudas, Juan Diego se apresuró a decir-
le al obispo y pedirle que cumpliera el 
mandato de la joven mujer. 

Después de varios intentos fallidos de 
convencerlo, el obispo fue finalmente 
convencido de que lo que Juan Diego 
decía era verdad debido a la imagen 
milagrosa de Nuestra Señora de Guada-
lupe que apareció en las ropas de Juan 
Diego, en su tilma. Esa tilma se encuen-
tra expuesta hoy en día en la Basílica 
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe en la 
Ciudad de México. Cuando el obispo se 
dio cuenta de la misión que se le había 
encargado a Juan Diego, y por su medio 
a la Iglesia, entendió: algo nuevo estaba 
sucediendo. 

El encuentro era una expresión de la 
voluntad divina en la cima de este cerri-
to en México. Juan Diego vio a la joven 
mujer, vestida con el sol, hablándole en 
su propio idioma, rodeada de símbolos 
y vestida con imágenes de su propia 
tierra. Cuando la vio, entendió. El men-
saje del evangelio y la historia del amor 
de Dios se habían dirigido a él y a su 
gente. 

No se trataba solamente de una suger-
encia para el obispo; era una visión de 
un mundo nuevo, la promesa de Dios 
para el pueblo de México, expresada 
en el idioma de su corazón y usando 
las profundidades de su propio arte. La 

aparición de 
Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe 
era tan solo un 
pequeño atisbo de la semilla de la veni-
da de Dios que florecería en el suelo y el 
aire de México. 

El obispo entendió de inmediato que 
la Iglesia que debía construir era mucho 
más que una capilla en el cerro del 
Tepeyac. La Iglesia que debía construir 
era el don de salvación que se ofrecía 
a todos los que habitaban esas tierras. 
A través de su imagen y su arte, de las 
complejidades del lenguaje y la poesía, 
el mensaje del evangelio de Cristo echó 
raíz y comenzó a florecer en el continen-
te. 

Ese fue el mensaje de Guadalupe; la 
misión de Juan Diego. Fue el mensaje 
que hizo que la evangelización de Méxi-
co tomara su rumbo y que se derramara 
hacia el norte y el sur del continente 
americano. 

El mensaje de salvación de su divino 
Hijo que trajo Nuestra Señora llena hoy 
en día a la Iglesia de Oklahoma. En el 
don de aquellos que han venido desde 
México tenemos una conciencia renova-
da de la Misión de Guadalupe. La répli-
ca del Cerrito del Tepeyac y las estatuas 
de bronce de Nuestra Señora y Juan 
Diego en el Santuario del Beato Stanley 
Rother son también un recordatorio de 
lo que implica esa visión. 

Dios sigue trabajando aquí y ahora. Si 
nos detenemos a escuchar, lo escucha-
remos: debemos edificar la Iglesia, aquí.
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El Día de 
la Cer-
tificación 
Catequética 
se llevó a 
cabo el 19 
de noviem-
bre en la 
Iglesia 
Católica St. Joseph en 
Norman. Católicos de varias 
parroquias de Oklahoma se 
reunieron para fortalecer 
su conocimiento de la fe. 
Mercedes Meráz y Lily Ber-
múdez fueron las presenta-
doras. 

Fotos Connie Jackson y 
Michelle Pico.

Los jóvenes de la Igle-
sia Católica del Santo 
Nombre de Jesús 
en Chickasha y los 
miembros de la Iglesia 
Católica del Sagrado 
Corazón en la ciudad 
de Oklahoma par-
ticiparon en Talleres 
de Oración y Vida en 
noviembre. 

Fotos Connie Jackson.
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Briefs
Rother shrine dedication 

Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 
of the archdiocese, bishops and 
guests for the dedication of the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine on Friday, 
Feb. 17 in Oklahoma City. The 
dedication will be the centerpiece 
of a week-long celebration and is 
open to the public. Seating will be 
limited and available on a first-
come, first-serve basis. Find more 
information at rothershrine.org/
dedication.

Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa and St. 
Gregory’s Abbey have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand the 
history and experiences of native 
students in Oklahoma Catholic 
boarding schools from 1880 to 
1965. To contribute documents, 
photographs or an oral history, 
e-mail info@oknativeschoolsproject.
org. Learn more at archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject

Visitation 
The Secular Order of the Dis-

calced Carmelites of the Bl. Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. Teresa 
of Jesus Community of Oklahoma 
will be having visitations of their 
orders during December. Anyone 
inspired by the spirituality of St. 
Teresa of Jesus and St. John of 
the Cross can contact Letty Silva, 

O.C.D.S., formation director, at 
(405) 706-4817 or Susan Staudt, 
O.C.D.S., president, at (405) 473-
6328.

Living nativity
The Gospel of Life Disciples will 

have a living nativity at 3 p.m. 
Dec. 17 at the Bl. Stanley Rother 
Barn (behind the St. John Paul II 
Dwelling), 4113 S. Eastern Ave. in 
Moore. All ages welcome. 

Serra Club meeting
The next Serra Club of Oklaho-

ma City meeting is 10:30 a.m., 
Dec. 20 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 Northwest Express-
way in Oklahoma City. The guest 
speaker is Archbishop Coakley. 
Visit serraokc.org.

Sacred Relics of the Saints: 
Treasures of the Church 

St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church presents a teaching and 
exposition of “Sacred Relics of the 
Saints: Treasures of the Church” 
at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 21 at 110 North 
Maison in Enid. Fr. Carlos Mar-
tins, a Vatican-appointed expert on 
relics will be here with a Vatican 
collection of over 150 relics, some 
as old as 2,000 years. Among the 
treasures will be relics of St. Jo-
seph, St. Maria Goretti, St. Therese 
of Lisieux (the “Little Flower”), St. 
Francis of Assisi, St. Anthony of 
Padua, St. Thomas Aquinas, and 
St. Faustina Kowalska. There will 

also be a portion of the Veil of Our 
Lady and one of the largest remain-
ing pieces of the True Cross in the 
world. Those in attendance will be 
able to examine and venerate each 
relic. Attendees are encouraged to 
take articles of devotion (such as 
rosaries, holy cards, etc.) and pic-
tures of ill friends/family members, 
which they will be able to touch to 
the reliquaries as a means of inter-
cession.  

Oklahoma March for Life
The Oklahoma March for Life is 

10 a.m. Jan. 21 and the route is 
from the Oklahoma City Nation-
al Memorial to the state capitol 
building. Featured speakers are 
Archbishop Coakley and Owen 
Nease, Ph.D., pastor, Oklahoma 
City Emmaus Baptist Church.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
The next Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter weekend is Jan. 27-
29, 2023, at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 Northwest Express-
way in Oklahoma City. Couples 
will grow closer in love and find 
new ways of communicating with 
their spouse. Contact Bryan and 
Karen Berland at bkberland@
gmail.com, (405) 850-4274 or reg-
ister online at meoklahoma.org.

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “The Gift of 

the Eucharist,” presented by Br. 
Damian Whalen, O.S.B., is 8:30 

a.m. - 3 p.m. Jan. 28 at St. Greg-
ory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur 
St., Shawnee. Limited seating. 
Must pre-register by e-mailing 
retreats@monksok.org, via the link 
at monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Magic at the Mount Gala
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School Magic at The Mount Gala 
is Feb. 11 at The Omni, 100 West 
Oklahoma City Blvd. in Oklahoma 
City.

Faith community nurses’ 
conference

The 16th annual Faith Commu-
nity Nurses’ Conference, “Nurses 
Ministering with Strengths, Gifts 
and Resources Through the Faith 
Community and Beyond” is March 
2-3, 2023, online and in person. 
It will provide spiritual gifts used 
by nurses and health ministers 
in their faith community nursing 
ministry. Registration information 
and brochure available at fcnaok.
org (Under events, documents and 
brochures). Register at forms.gle/
PP37jCBng2Vateq6A. FCNA OK is 
approved as a provider of continu-
ing nursing education by the Kan-
sas State Board of Nursing. This 
course is approved for 6.25 contact 
hours applicable for APRN, RN, 
LPN, or LMHT relicensure. Kansas 
State Board of Nursing provider 
number LT0298-0316.

Sister Olivia Maria 
Obregon, RSM, a native 
of Edinburgh, Texas, died 
Dec. 1.  

Sister Olivia was born 
July 10, 1937, to her 
loving parents, Alfonso 
Obregon and Bernarda 
Cervantes. She is the 
sibling to Gilbert (Nancy) 
Obregon; Eligio (Irene) 
Obregon; Marta (Mickey) 
French; Robert (Ofelia) 
Obregon; Ana (Joe) Perez, 
Zita (Ron) Colvin; Fran-
cisca (Sylvestre) Garcia; 
Sr. Bernard Mary Obre-
gon, R.S.M.; Mary (Gus) 
Sanchez; and Dominga 
Obregon. In addition, she 
is survived by a host of 
multi-generational niec-
es and nephews. She is 
preceded in death by her 
parents, several siblings, 
in-laws and two nephews.

She entered the Sis-
ters of Mercy Commu-
nity in 1954, and has 
been a loving member 
for 68 faith-filled years. 
She studied nursing and 
served in various min-
istries throughout the 
former Saint Louis Re-
gional Community. Her 
service in healthcare was 
experienced predominant-

ly in cities 
within 
the states 
of Texas, 
Louisiana, 
Oklahoma 
and Mis-
sissippi. 
She was 
a true 
South 
Tex-
an who 
embraced the Mexi-
can-American culture 
with joy, dance and a 
fullness for all that life 
offers. Her spirituality 
encompassed the multiple 
issues rooted in the criti-
cal concerns of her sacred 
community: the Institute 
of the Sisters of Mercy of 
the Americas. She shared 
the community’s deep 
desire to empower oth-
ers as Mercy Associates 
and co-workers always in 
service to God’s people. 
She will be dearly missed 
by family, loved ones and 
many whose lives she 
touched.

Her funeral Mass was 
Dec. 7 at Catherine’s 
Residence, Interment at 
Calvary Cemetery in St. 
Louis, Mo.

Sister Florentia Riebel, ASC, died Dec. 
1 after a brief illness. She was 106 years 
old, and lived 88 of those years as a pro-
fessed Adorer of the Blood of Christ.

She was born Oct. 21, 1916, in a sod 
house near Schoenchen, Kan., to Clem-
ent and Anna (Dinges) Riebel. Baptized 
Martina, she was the oldest in a family of 
five girls and seven boys. 

Sister Florentia attended Saint Antho-
ny parish school for one year and made 
her first Communion. 

After the family moved to Bazine, Kan., 
she completed her elementary education 
at Riverside, a rural public school. At 
age 15, she entered the convent on Aug. 
24, 1932, in Wichita, Kan. She began 
the novitiate on Aug. 2, 1933, receiving 
the name Florentia, which in later years 
was often shortened to “Sister Flo.” She 
pronounced her first vows on Aug. 6, 
1934, and her permanent vows on Aug. 
10, 1939. A few months after high school 
graduation from Saint John’s Acade-
my in Wichita, Sister Florentia began 
nursing training in Enid. Ten days after 
she graduated from Saint Mary Hospi-
tal School of Nursing in 1941, she was 
appointed supervisor on the medical and 
surgical floor. Three years later she was 
assigned to a hospital in New Mexico. 

She would return to Enid later in her 
career, and for more than 20 years she 
supervised University of Oklahoma medi-
cal students who did their clinical train-
ing at Saint Mary hospital. She worked 
in the Enid Public School System as 
physical therapist and at Enid Memorial 

Hospital. She ministered 
as an emergency room 
nurse and a home health 
nurse and therapist. 

In 1996, Saint Mary 
Hospital held a special 
celebration for Sister Flo-
rentia’s 80th birthday. 
She officially retired in 
1999, but continued to 
volunteer at Saint Mary.

Even after moving to 
the Wichita Center in 2009, Sister Flo-
rentia continued to enjoy traveling and 
spending time with her extended family, 
especially their annual summer Reibel 
Reunion. Until the COVID-19 pandemic, 
she was a competitive participant during 
card games, especially Pitch. 

Preceding Sisiter Florentia in death 
were her parents Clement and Anna; her 
brothers Norbert, Paul, John, Victor, Mel-
vin and Leon; her sisters, Sister Leona, 
A.S.C., Sister Barbara, A.S.C., and Sister 
Winifred, A.S.C., and Arlene Drake. 

Sister Florentia is survived by her 
brothers Wilbert (Mary Ann) and sister-
in-law Norma (Melvin). Many nieces and 
nephews into second, third and fourth 
generations also survive along with 
members of the Adorers of the Blood of 
Christ community. 

The wake service for Sister Florentia 
was Dec. 5 at the Wichita Center. The 
Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated 
Dec. 6 with Father Tom Welk as presid-
er and homilist. She was buried in the 
Wichita Center cemetery.

Sr. Olivia Maria Obregon, R.S.M. Sr. Florentia Riebel, A.S.C.

Sr. Florentia 
Riebel, A.S.C.

Sr. Olivia 
Maria Obregon, 

R.S.M.
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December

11   Third Sunday of Advent.

11   Shrine Tepeyac Hill 
       dedication Mass, 1 p.m., Bl. 
       Stanley Rother Shrine, 700 
       SE 89 St., Oklahoma City.

12   Feast of Our Lady of 
       Guadalupe.

12   Las Mañanitas of Our Lady 
       of Guadalupe, 5 a.m., Bl. 
       Stanley Rother Shrine, 700 
       SE 89 St., Oklahoma City.

13   Feast of St. Lucy.

14   Feast of St. John of the 
       Cross.

14   Catholic War Veterans USA 
       the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
       No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., 
       Sunnylane Family Reception 
       Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
       City. Contact (405) 760-3886, 
       OklaPost168@cox.net.

17   Monthly Novena to the Infant 
       Jesus of Prague begins.

17   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
       a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 
       Alameda St., Norman. Con-
       tact Connie Lang, (405) 249-
       1041, potato.lang@gmail.com.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.

Kevin Pierce 
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Trey Welker 
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MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 1038, 1537, 2974, 

3220, 3309, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
MDRT 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 775, 1018, 3556, 
4598, 5160, 5354, 9901, 

12108, 16048, 16214

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 7392, 1677, 4721, 
6606, 11959, 9737, 6935

Lance Dufour 
MDRT, SKC 

918-550-0886 
lance.dufour@kofc.org 

Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 
4519, 4804, 7395, 8433, 

11734, 14220, 14248, 14448, 
15785, 17559

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
MDRT  

405-697-8820 
michael.maggio@kofc.org 
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This could be you! 
Career opportunities 

available in the 
Tulsa area.
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17    The Oklahoma City Commu-
        nity of Secular Carmelites 
        meeting, Little Flower Cath-
        olic Church, 1125 S. Walker 
        Ave., Oklahoma City. Anyone 
        interested in deepening 
        prayer life with community 
        support, call William Ginn, 
        (405) 737-2024.

17    The Gospel of Life Disciples 
        living nativity, 3 p.m., Bl. 
        Stanley Rother Barn (behind 
        the St. John Paul II Dwelling), 
        4113 S. Eastern Ave., Okla-
        homa City.

17    Lay Missionaries of Charity 
        provides an explanation 
        through prayer and the 
        charism of St. Teresa of 
        Calcutta. Meeting on the first 
        Saturday of the month at St. 
        Ann for Holy Mass at 9:30 
        a.m., adoration and the Ro-
        sary. On the third Saturday 
        of the month the meeting is at 
        Holy Innocents’ conference 
        room. Contact Toni Harrelson 
        at (405) 341-2199.
 
18    Fourth Sunday of Advent.

18   The Secular Franciscan Order 
        (OFS) St. Francis of Assisi 
        Fraternity of Central Oklaho-
        ma meets at 2 p.m. on the 
        third Sunday of the month 
        at St. Eugene Catholic 
        Church in Ross Hall. 

       Interested individuals can 
       join. Contact Bill Full, OFS 
       minister, at billfull@cox.net.

20   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting featuring Archbishop 
       Paul Coakley, 10:30 a.m., 
       Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
       Northwest Expressway, 
       Oklahoma City. Visit serraokc.   
       org.

20   Suicide grief support group, 6 
       p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis of 
       Assisi Catholic Church, 1901 
       N.W. 18, Oklahoma City.

21   Feast of St. Peter Canisius.

23   Feast of St. John of Kanty.

23   CPC closed Dec. 23-Jan. 2.

24   Christmas Eve.
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